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DEDICATION.

our Anceftors, and is furprizingly re-
viving under the Influence of your Royal
Highnefs’s heroic and gallant Behaviour.
Few Generals have appeared Confprcucus
fo carly. You have, Great Sir, begun
glorioufly ; You cannot fail of imitating
the Iluffrious Houfe from whence you are
defcended, and going on fuccefsfully to
Perfection. That intrepid Valour; Ihat
admirably wife Conduét, which have di-
ftinguithed your Royal Highnefs againit
his Majefty’s Enemies at Home, will one
Ejr become formidable to thofe Abroad,

check the Infolence of the grand D
fturber of the Peace and Libertics of
Eaurope.

1am, SIR,
With the bighe[} Admiration, and the awarmefl Zeal,

Your Rovyar HiGHNESSS
Muft Qbedient, and
Moft Devated Servant,

JOHN GODEFREY.




a
K.

Upon the Uleful

Science of Defence,
Connedting the
SMALL and BACK-SWORD,
And fhewing the Affinity between them.

LIKEWISE

Endeavouring to weed the ART of thofe fuperfluous,
unmecaning Pradtices which over-run it, and choke
the true Principles, by reducing it to a narrow
C:Eﬁ, and fupporting it with Mathematical
. ALSO

An Examination into the Performances of the moft Noted
Masters of the Bacx-Sworp, who have fought upon
the Stage, pointing out their Faults, and allowing their
A WITH

Some Oblfervations uwpon Boxine, and the Cnanacrens of the
moft able Boxgrs within the Avrnon'’s Time.
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TO HIS
ROYAL HIGHNESS
THE
TR D ke el R

STR

BEG Leave, with the profoundeft
Humility, to lay the following Effay

at Your Royal Highnefs’s Feet That
Part of it, which treats of the Back-Sword,
I'have proved (1 flatter myfelf) to be of fin-
gular Advantage in the Army ;upon which
Account I would willingly prefume, it may
not be altogether unacceptable to a Prince
of Your Royal Highnefs’s military Geni-
us. The other Exercifes I have defcan-
ted upon muft be confefled to be of in-
ferior Confequence ; but the meaneft of
them, in my poor Opinion, greatly con-
tributes to mure the common People to
Bravery; and to encourage that truly
Britifb Spirit, which was the Glory of
A 2 our




PREFACE

out of it what they liked, and force the Sale againft
mine, by confiderably underfelling me. This Fen-
cing-Malter has a Partner, who, I hope, has no Hand
in 1t; nay alfo hope, that it may be bat a Story work-
ed up in the fermenting Brain of a drunken Man.
But in cafe he has fuch a Defign, That Mafler, when
he looks into my CHARACTERS, if he has
one Grain of Honefty in him, muft be ftruck with
Shame and Deteftation of himfelf.

N. B. The Printer awas coming into the Bull and
Gate, as I'woas going out; and bis feeing me was,
I prefume, the Canfe of bis falling fo direfily upon
this Subjeld.




W LAY down, in the firft place, this
{3 Poftalatum, which I dare fay will hold
good throughout ; that the whole Know-
WIS Jedge of the Sword, Small and Back,
nmﬁ&smﬂmmdﬂkgﬁrc,nrﬁmmdﬂr_ﬂpxu,
and unlefs a Man makes that his principal Ob-

B fervation







THE

PR EF A C E.

OR feveral Years I have been advifed, and
F even importuned by my Friends, to publith

fomething upon the SWoRD ; but have from
Time to Time declined it, from a Diffidence of my
Abilities to put my Thoughts, however juft they
may be in refpe& to the SWORD, into a Drefs
fit for publick Appearance. The Strength of Self-
Love, and that Vanity, which hardly any Man is
entirely free from, has at length got the better of

my Temerity, and prevailed upon me to put Pen
to Paper.

I think, I have had fome Knowledge of the
Theory and Praltice of the SworD : The following
Reafons may be fome Excufe for my Conceit. If 1
am miftaken, no Man living has been more abomi-
nably abufed by Flattery; for I haye for many Years
been fed with that Notion from the Town, and have
been told that 1 could execute what I knew, and

A 2 givﬂ




. PREFACE

give better ' Reafons for what I did in the
SworD, than moft Men, by Men of Rank fo far
‘above me, that it is fcarce to be fappoled, they
would ever debafe themfelves by idly flattering one
fo infignificant. I believe it will be farther acknow-
ledged, that I have a confiderable Time fupported
this Opinion of myfelf by proving it upon all, who
were willing to difpute it with me. I have pur-
chafed my Knowledge 1n the BACKk-SwoRD with
many a broken Head, and Bruife in every Part of
me. I chofe to'go moftly to Fi6, and exercife
with him ; partly, as 1 koew him to be the ableft
Mafter, and partly, as he was of a rugged Temper,
and would fpare no Man, bigh or low, who took
up a Stick againft him. - I bore his rough Treat-
ment with determined Patience, and followed him
fo long, that Fig, at laft, finding he could not
have the beating of me at fo cheap a Rate as ufual,
did not thew fuch Fondnefs for my Company. This
is well known by Gentlemen of diftinguifhed Rank,
who ufed to be plealed in fetting us together.

I have tryed with all the eminent Mafters fince
F16’s Time, and I believe, made them fenfible of

what I could do; and it has been fo publickly pro-
ved, that I cannot think any one will deny the Faét.

@
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PREFACE
I have Mdmﬂfﬂt&tﬂmnuf the Back-
SwoRD, becaufe Conceit cannot fo readily be cured
with the File in the Small, as with the Stick in
that: For the drgumentum baflinandi is very ftrong
and convincing ; and though 3 Man may difpute the
full Hit of a File, yet if he is knocked down with
a Stick, he will hardly get up again and fay, it ju/
d bim. This has been my Reafon for pre-
ing the BACK-SworD ; but flill I think I un-
derftand the true Principles, and am tolerably well
verfed in the Exercife of the other ;' and indeed they
are fo' dlofely connefted, that what will anfwer in
the former, will rarely difappoint in the latter.

v 1 have been informed, fince the finifhing of this
Preface, that there are Pirates watching at the Har-
bour’s Mouth, to fnap up this poor Prize as foon as
fhe comes out. In December laft a Friend of mine
happened to be at the Bull and Gate in Holbourn,
when there came in a Printer clevated with Liquor;
and as Men in thofe Circumftances are pretty for-
ward, he immediately began to prattle, not fufpec-
ting the Gentleman had any Acquaintance with me ;
and told him that he was juft come from dining
with a certain Fencing-Mafter, who had a Treatile
upon the SworD ready for the Prefs; but they
waited only for the Publication of my Book, to pick

ot
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fervation, he never can fucceed in his Defigns

but by chance, which, though a poor Dependance
is all lhltnnﬂﬂwuﬂs-hkngnnpun. 3

I will endeavour to explain what I mean by Time
and Meafare. Time, relative to the Sword, I call
miﬂﬂ:ﬂtum&g‘luuutbetmrmlijt and
your Adverfarys Point, when to a&. T canpot
imagine, what they could mean, who recommended
the watching your Advedlary’s Eye, which is fo apt
fo deceive you, while you are trufting to it. I be-
Lieve that Praftice to be fo much out of the Quef.
thm,mgﬂﬂwhmmym&]udgs,
that I look upon a Refutation of it as unneceflary,
There is more to be faid for the Writ and Arm,
and even Leg, than for the Eye: None of thefe
will, or can deceive you, if you are a nice and juft
Obferver of the Pojns ; but muft varp their Pofitions
according to that.  The Reafon why I am an Advo-
cate for the Point, is becaufe, as it is fo much
nearer to your Eye, every minute Motion of it is
more perceptible ; and as the Arm and Wrift are
the mechanical Caufes of it, they muft anfiver to
the Effeé, and that Effe& is nearer to your Ken
than the Caufe. This I take to be a mathematical

"

Secondly,,




k.,

Secondly, As I lay the whole Strefs upon Time,
(and I believe all who in the Pra@ice bave fucceed-
ed, muft confefs this to be right,) I aflert, that the
Exa@nefs of Time appears by the Point, whofe mi-
nute Motion and Variation, gives you more Advan«
tage of Time, from the unavoidable and infenfible
- Tremor of it, caufed by the Extenfion of the Arm.
For your Time may be fo nicely divided, that every
Tremor of the Poim» will give you a fair Invitation
mywzpﬁfuﬁndy. It is therefore called the
Feeble, and certainly the Part you ought to attack.
That it is weaker according to its Extenfion, we
need not go about to prove: But let us obferve,
that according to its Extenfion, it muft produce a
proportionable Tremor ; which, as it has a phyfical
Caulfe, can never be overcome or difguifed by the
pureft Conftitution : and that 7ime, from the watch-
fulﬂbﬁrrlﬁﬂnfthlﬂemﬂigl'ﬁﬂ. will (to be
humoroufly difpofed, though not much in, the Hu-
mour to play with Words) carry the Point. As |
ﬁiﬂbefm.ymmdmtlmkatlnrthingbutthe
Point ; this, in courfe, carries you along the Line to
the Wrilt, which muft move and change with the
Sword, asit is the Caufe of the Poins’s Variation.

B 2 The
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The next Confideration is Meafure, or Diflance.

: Meafure, in refpe@ of the Sword, is the mutual
Diflance between your Adverfary and you, and a
jult Menfuration of that Djffamee, without which
you will always be liable to be deceived by your
Adverfary’s Sword, and mifcarry with your own.
This Meafure, which we cannot enlarge upon with-
out frepping into the Pratice, will always be a
fure Guide to you, both in the offenfive and de-
fenfive Part, as we (hall evidently prove in the
practical Part, which we therefore enter upon im-
mediately ; for in our Opinion, by dwelling longer
upon the Theory, we thould only render ourfelves
more obfture and unintelligible.

The Pradtice of the SmavLL and Back-
Sworp,

E muft diftinguifh them and treat of them
W feparately, or elfe we fhall not be able to
point out their proximate Caufes and Effedts. We
begin with the Sma/l-Sword, which we muft allow
to be the ncareft Inlet to the relative Arts, and

when




ESe

luddnwn to be the ﬂ'rung:ﬂ' and
:ﬂlbuﬂil’lﬂﬁqumtmlhmgfm a Time, even to
&pﬁ, in the Ead Nature’s Tafte will pro

trium 'Ihﬂuaﬁ.mdnfﬂlgmﬂim ﬂnAd-
miffion of which we crave for the prefent, and in
due Courfe, fhall further explain Matters. To
W ally in the Practice, after having laid

that the common Pofture with the Sword, deprives
delgrﬂtdﬂlmmnftheﬂod 's Meafure,
than the natural Pofture without the Sword. But
then this Meafure given you by the undefigning
M}.hﬂ#mnchmyumtbadmﬂ]dbjan
artful
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artful Pofture. The Body, the more it is contra@ed,
(or, if I may fay, abforb'd into the Line) gives your
Adverfary the lefs Obje& to offend, and alfo you
the more advancing Power over him. The fmalles
his Mark is, the harder it is for him to hit; and
what is the trifling Difference between the Nearnefs
of your Body to him by this Pofition, to the Com-
parifon of the Advantage you give him in your
whole brealted Body ? Then if the Pofition brings

your right Breaft nearer to him, it alfo brings your
Potut nearer to him, (fappofing you make a proper
Ufe of your Arm;) and in proportion to that, he muft
be obliged to alter his Diffamce. We will fuppofe
the human Body (one with another) to be about
twelve Inches over ; that Mark I will engage, by a

proper Pofture, to reduce to four Inches, What
Difference then muft not that Redo@ion to a third
Part, make towards my Safety ? At the fame Time,
the more I bring :}y Body to this Pofition, the more
direct the Line of my Arm and Sword muft be ;
confequently my Cover muft the clofer, and there-
fore my Adverfary’s Defigns fruftrated and rendered
abortive ' So much for the Body, upon which your
Safcty greatly depends.

The
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ThpMmﬁyww-,u&E:vuy
effential Point. Doubtlefs, the fraighter that is,
the fecurer your Line is ; but you cannot fo readily
come to Ation, get upon your Parade, or exccute
faur uff, from an Arm quite ftraight, as when
a little contralted. But thea you mult take great
Care of bending it too much ; for certainly the more
the Arm is bent, the more your Line is broken,
and confequently the more your i1s expofed to
jtilrﬂdrﬂﬁ‘y s Defigns. Th:tdyﬂ.rm which 1
have found infignificant in moﬂ:l?mrs.lnkgm
contribute not a little for you. The Extenfion of
that is a very gmtﬂahm to your Body; and we
Enﬂﬁnd: t, upen trying, as difficult to Fence with
the left Arm down, as a Man, who ufes not a Pole,
would to dance upon the Rope without- extending
his Arms. But then that Arm I would have ex-

tended backwards, and not (as I oftner fee on the
) raifed forward. ItEiTnkthoBuutyEthn

Poﬂumuﬁnngdjduﬁpﬁbyu and I dare fay
-Pmterwwl&nnthmpud with its Attitude
mﬂthltlﬂthwmllallnmﬁuthe umutlnlp
plufedmthl.fymtrn,lf‘oﬁmc,
ing partial to. the Performance from a ﬁnaﬁmmde.
'l'»humﬁngthbmmdhngmgll: forward, as to
ﬁeﬁlﬁht:hﬂmunﬂuﬁng nppledmdd:fhmd
Look ;
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Look; and when I fee a Man’s Arm in fucha Pof-
ture, I cannot help charitably wifhing him in Chelfes
College- As to ufe—certainly, the more your left
Arm is brought forward, the more that Patt of the
Body you have, by your proper Line, hid from your
Oppofer, is brought back for his Sword, and I can
conceive no Advantage in it, except it be a Defign
to make ufe of it in a Parry. That Pralice [ am
utterly againft, and though all the while I write, 1
write and think with a due Submiffion to my
Readers, and Deference to fuperior Jadgements, I
own I am fo confident of its being manifeftly bad,
that 1 think it needlefs to advance any Reafons
againft it.

Let us now treat of the Legs.

If your Feet do not form a right Line, your Body
proportionably muft be tumed out of the Line.
But this T fhall not enlarge upon ; for I do not de-
fign this Treatife, to form a Swords-Man out of a
Man quite ignorant of it, but as an Offer and Re-
commendation to thofe who are Judges: Nor do [
defign it for fcholaftic methodical Rules to learn by,
fuch as a Teacher is obliged to advance to his Pupils;
but an expatiating upon the Art, with an Endcavour

to
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to weed it of its formal Miftakes, and fupply it
!iﬁﬁchPﬂﬁm,uIﬂ:hkwﬂlhanmdupm
all Trials. ﬂﬂm:mydﬁrnmnchuﬂn}'plnﬁ
about the Weight and Strefs put upon either Leg
more than the other. I am of Opinion, that the
Dilhihntiunﬂfthul}utyhidupm cach Leg ought
tnbaaqual',nndﬂ:cmmcquufth:y{harcinme
Weight, I will venture to fay the Body will be fo
much the more fapported. This is a kind of ma.
thematical Theory. - But let us examine into the
confequential Praice, by the Difadvantage of lay-
hglmﬁﬂuﬁlpmm.&gthmth:ﬂher,ﬂ
the Advantage to be expefied from the

muin;ﬁmﬁnpwﬂ’:i@tgﬁmlubuth If
too great a Strefs lie upon the left Leg, your Re-
treat muft be obvioufly the more unready, and
weaker ; H'npuuthll]@t,ywuguﬁnpd of
(if T-may ufe the Word) and checked in your ad-
vancing. If the greater Share of Weight lie upon
the Right, the left Zeg muft take that Share off,
hd'm;mumdm;mﬂﬁ,uimmda, the
Right muft a& for the Left in the Retreat. Byt
then this is the Lof: of your Time, upon which cvery
thing depends ; whercas by the equilibrial Weighe
upon the Legs, that Time is faved. Here your Body
will be equally fupportcd, and therefore {tronger
C and
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and fteadier ; but by the recovering and fhifting in
the other Way, the Motion of the Body muft be fo
much greater, that your Amm is more likely to be
thrown out qf the Line.

Thus much ‘as to the Mﬂm'l Pofition.

Let us now enter upon the executive Parts. The
Parade is one of the moft material Points in Action ;
without being Mafter of which, you will never be
fafe from a well timed Thraff, or come readily to
the Return, if you happen to garry it, The true
Parade is the Office of the Wrift, and the lefs that
is helped by the Arm, the more faithful it is ; but
if the Arm decoys away the Wrift, they will both
confpire againft you, Upon a narrow Parade, from
the frugal Turn of the Wrift, depends moft of your
Advantage; but if your Arm makes it profufe, you
will be liable to the groffelt Feints of your Adver-
fary; and you will not only never be able to hit
him fafely, but lofe your Time, and, like & Travel
ler, who is got into the wrong Road, be obliged to
come back into the true, before you can get to the
defired Place.

The
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The Thur/t, in itfelf confidered, ought to be as
faithful to the Line as poflible.  This is fo obvious,
that T think it needlefs to dwell upon it. ' As I faid
before, 1 never propofed to go on gradually, as a
Teacher, but to write to Swords-Men, to offer what
I think is neceffary, to lop off what is unneceffary,
and explode what is deftractive to the Art. I can
allow but of three Thruffs ; whatever elfe is done, is
only an Emanation from thofe Sources. ' That Thruf}
called the Flawconade, 1 pronounce an Anathema
upon, as being cafily proved to be the moft lewd
and vile Debaucher of the Art, the Digpity of
which confifts chiefly in its generous Allawance of a
proportionable Chance to the weak Man. The othef
Thrufts depend upon a timely Swiftnels moftly :
Though to fay, that equal Knowledge with more
Strength has not the Advantage, would be prepof-
terous, as certainly the greater the Velocity is, the
greater the giving Strength muft be.  But there is
a kind of Supplenefs in the Joints, and Spring in
the Wrilt, partly natural in Mankind, and partly ac-
quired by Ufe and Excrcife. This you do. net al-
ways find in proportion to Man’s Strength ; and. it is
what fome Men, with all their Pradtice, will never
attain to. 1 have feen fome, and doubt not, but it has
been oblerved 1by feveral others, who with a Body

Ca and
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a Wall, with a Stick-in the Hand could not hit a
Mhlfﬁhudndimr,umhu-mldwiﬂs
half their Streagth ; they always friking down like
a Woman with a ftraight Arm, without raifing of

jirking the Wrift. Now 11ay, that a weak Man,

gither by Nature or more Pradtice than a ftrong
Man, may be fivifter, and in courfe ftronger in his
Thrufts, and his Parades, by that natural Supple-
nefs, or ‘acquired Spring. He therefore may fet
uphuﬂmdidﬂuhmm‘t. and make a propor-
tionable Tntereft in it. But he ftands a wretched
Chmhutmp!'q'dnwupnuﬂ:mgu

Man, aod rans litele rifk, if foperior Strength dares

it upon him. That Thruf} can never be compafled,
but by main Force upon the moft feeble, and at
the fame Time moft ignorant Patient. Nothing lefs
h'mquhd.hgiumyﬂnpudsncuﬁinit,but
the Strength of a Giant againft a Pigmy. And even
thltnﬂﬂnp:riurityaf&rmgthmﬁﬁil,'tftlw
weak Man is induftrious in his Parade ; for I will
venture to fay, that there is not the tenth Part of
tho Strength required in the Parade, that there i in
the Thraft ; and if that Parade be duly timed (up-
mwhkhumy&ﬁngﬁth:ﬁmdd:paﬂs,md
yet diftinét from Strength) no Strength will carry it,

and




_ mimick. Pity! that we fhould be fo fond of imita-
ting a Nation, who have always been deceiving us.
Roufe then, thou noble Britifh Spirit! (for fure no
Time more calling than the prefent) lift up thy brave
fronted Head above thefe dandling Actions, and be-
come thy wonted felf! Love thy King, love thy
Couritry ; ftay thy Heart in thefe, and thou art fafe.

Thus T take my hearty farewel of the Flanconade.

The three Thrufls arc, Infide, Outfide and Se-
conde. By the two former I-fhall be eafily under-
ftood,
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ftood, and would chufe to avoid the Pain of being
in the Fafhion to parrot Words and ape Adtions.
The latter I will retain between the Trouble of find-
ing out a Word that will go down with Prepoflef~
fion, and the Fear of being condemned for coining
Words, and will call it yet Seconde.

The common Pratice of the Infid: 1 have no Ob-
jections againft ; but would recommend great Care
not to turn the Wnifk that way too much (as it is
too often pradifed) for fear of lofing your Line.
The general Pratice of the Outfide 1 objeét aggainft,
which is the turning your Wrift to the Lelt, and fo,
in courfe bring the Back of your Hand upward,
which muft throw your Point (that is moft in aLine

with your Thumb) to the Left, while it is defigned
for the Right ; but turning your Wrift to the Right,

and bringing your Palm upwards, reverfely carries
your Point into the Body.

The Seconde is an excellent Thrwf, and 1am of
Opinion, that if it be proportionably well made
with the others, it will oftner execute : becaufe yon
will not be fo apt to flip out of your Lire with this
as in the other two, which often happens in too much
Eagemefs to be home with your Tlreff. But in this,

your
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your Adverfary’s Sword, which differs more in the
Parade than the others, proves a better Guide, and
fa yoa in your Paffage. In this Thrup I
o ittt adieg iy
that you may allow for its Fall : For as the Arm de-
feribes a Kind of Curve when you make it, it is
very apt to light below the Body for want of a due
raifed Point. In the other Thraffs it is dangerous
to raife it too much, becaufe they being fo much
higher may eafily pafs over the Body. But the Se-
conde being fo much lower, and in its pafling up-
wards and fapported by your Adverfary’s
Blade, threatens you with very little Danger that

WII-

I have done with the Thrufs, and 1 prefame, 1
have laid down the true Principles of the Art.

The reft are moftly Excrefcencies or difeafed Ir-
ruptions. Such as I fear your Difarms, Vaults, Bat-
sers, 6. are; in which I think any Body that duly
obferves it, will find you oftner to mifcarry than-
fucceed.  Your Faults 1 have always found to be
moft dangerous, and we need only give this Reafon,
that the Body, which certainly muft move propor-
tionably with the left Leg, differing widely from

the
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the Body’s Motion, attending the right Ley' with a
Eonge in the firaight Line, and which is fo much
the greater Weight than the Arm, cannot be moved
within the fame Time with that which is lighter.
Thﬂéfm,hyﬂupphgmapmlhﬂ’m?,uﬂmi.
may be fometimes prattifed, but never but with
great Advantage of Skill and Strength. But the
Lord have Mercy on the battering, twilting Dif
azmer, falling foul upon the cunning wary Slipper.
To conclude, I would make this, I think, neceflary
Dl:ﬁmﬁun,ﬁanhﬁm.&nm@:tmhpu‘dm
the File, as to the Sword, whefe Reprefentative it
furely is. Nothing ought to be attempted by the
one, that would be feared with the other; and if
we think thofe petulant Familiaritics, which are
afed with the File, dare not be with the Sword, we

may lopp and prine the Art of many noxious
Branches.

[ cannot help taking notice, that tie left-handcd
Man has the Advantage over the right-handed, up-
on an equal Footing; becaule as there are more
right-fanded, than left<handed, the latter muft be
more ‘afed to the former, than the former to the lat-
ter. For my Part I own, that in both Small and
Back-Sword, I would rather contend with the right-

handed
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handed Man with more Judgment, than the other
with lefs, [ dare fay no Body would chafe to be
left-handed, and therefore would propofe a Way to
put a flop to that undefired Race, and fubmit to the
Public whether it bears the Face of Reafon. The
Nutfe carries the Child in the left Arm; the Cons
fequence of that is, it’s right Arm is confined and
the left at liberty to play and exercife; and I be-
lieve it will be allowed that the Child, in its In-
fancy, is moft of the Day in the Nurfe’s Arms.  If
accuftomed to that Habit, fo long as till it can go
aloge, no wonder of it’s continuing to ufe the left
Arm; and I am confident moft would be left-hand-
ed, if they were not by the Parent’s Care broke of
thﬂtHihitlftﬁ'ﬂufimputedfrmtthurﬁ.
But let the Child be carried in the right Arm, I
engage he will fearcely turn left-handed ; for that
mwuhMaMyan:w
Meafure confined and rendered inathive. But to re-

turn to our Purpofe.

. I'have fometimes foand the hanging Guard of the
Back-Sword anfwer very well in the Small. I would
not recommend it to be ufed againft a regular Feo-
cer ; but there are a great many Men, who by their
Awkwardnefs will puzzle a good Fencer. A Gentle-

G man
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man of my Acquaintance exercifes very much in the
Small and Back. I have been more hit by his bufy,
buftling irregular Way, than by the beft Fencers. [
have been fo often hit by him inan unaccountable
Manner, that [ took it in my Head at laft to try
that Guard., 1 fucceeded fo well with it, that [
puzzled him afterwards as much as he did me, and
hit him much fafer with my Thrufts,

But then whenever we have recourfe to the Hang-
#ng Guard, | would recommend great Care that your
Adverfary feels not your Feeble, becaufe it muft be
weaker in that Guard, from the twifting and ftrain-
ing of the Mufcles, caufed by the irregular Curve
your Arm defcribes.

I have now done with the Small-Sword, and fhall
only do Juftice to the Merits of two or three Ma-
fters.

I have a very great Opinion of the Abilities of
Mr. Brent, Partner with Mr. Barmey Hill. Sure no

two in Conjunétion could fupport and ftrengthen the
Art more than thefe two Gentlemen,

The
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The one’s folid Way of Tul:hl':ug, which his
Age does not interfere with, and the other’s Prime of
Strength, Activity and true Judgment in affaulting,
certainly muft bring forth excellent Swords-Men,

One of the finelt Matches I ever faw, was be-
tween Mr. Brewt and Mr. Dubois, The beautiful
Defigns I obferved between them gave me extreme
Delight.  This Dubois is one of the moft charming
Figures upon the Floor [ gver beheld.  His genteel
neat Motions, and Mr. Bremt's firm Foot, majeftic
Body, and graceful Arm were te Eletrics to m
Fm:y. If the different Emoﬁl-fin of thefe nrg
were united, they would make one inimitable
Swords-Man,

Let us not omit to do Juftice to that long ftand-
ing able Mafter, Mr. Martin, Scnior. He muft be
allowed to be a confummate Teacher,
has done his<Scholars more Juftice than Mr. Martin,
His Son 1s a delightful Fencer, and his Merit i$ the
more extraordinary, becaufe he maintains it, by Dint
of Judgment, through all the Difndvmtaggsy of a
weak Conftitution.

Ca Let
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Let it not be faid that I think there are not any
more Malters, becaufe I make no further mention of
them. Doubtlels there are many mere deferving
ones in Town ; but I'bave not happened upon the
Opportunities of obferving them fo much as thefe.

1 now proceed to the Back-Sword,

As this is founded upoa the fame Principles with
the other, I fhall directly enter upon the Praice.
Here every thing will hold good that has been faid
of the Body in the Small-Sword, which may be
contracted into this Poftulatum ; That the mere of
your Body you hide from your Adverfary by an art-
ful Pofture, the more you deprive hinr of his Mark;

and, for the fame Reafon I gave in the Small-Sword ,
the niore you are n the Line, the fafer you are.

The true Poltare of the Small-Sword is a fafe
one in the Back-Sword ; and if I were to form a
thorough Back-Swords Man, I weuld have him learn
firft the Small-Sword : From that he fteps into the
other {o calily and rcadily, with the true guiding
Principles he hasacquired, that the double Doétrine
I can hardly think a round-about Way. The fpa-
ring Turn of the Wriftin Parrys, the clofe Cover and

the
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the narrow Srops will fave you that Time, which is
R,uudma s:z in demm t Parades by
Mafbers. It will thﬂlil your teach-

W“ﬂ introduce you to the Art a much fhorter
Way. What has been faid of the Arms and Legs
in the other, will equally hold good in this. There
is a common Objection againft this Affertion, in re-
fpb&!liﬂnhp They fay, you lay mere Weight
upon your left Leg, that you may the more readily
your sight from your Adverfary’s Cut. But [

abide by the Do&rine of an equal Diftribution of
Weight (or as near as you can give it) to both Legs.
I have always found it to anfwer, and upon my lay-
ing too great a Strefs upon my left Leg, in order to
flip my right, it has been fo weak that I have been
ready to fall backwards upon lifting up my right,
and by that truggle to recover, have loft my Time,
on which all my Expeflations depend, and by it’s
due obfervance, all my Defigns muft be executed.

Here arc four Guards, viz. Infide, Onsfide, Me-
dium, and Hanging. This is the common Accepta-
tion; but I think miftakingly. For I do not fee
why there fhould be any more underftood by a
Guard, than one true covering Pofture in the Line.

The
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The Medsum is the Small-Sword Pofture, and
that alone may properly be called a Guard ; which I
define to be an abfolute defenfive Pofition, indepen-
dent of your Adverfary's Motions; but the other

are occafional Motions produced by your Adverfary's
Defigns.

. The Infide and Oupfide are proper Poftures to
pitch to, according to your executive Intentions;
But then they are alting Parts of the Sword, and
improperly called Guards, whereby fhould be fome-
thing paflively fixed, and altered only into Aétion,
as Occafion offers. The Hanging may with more
Truth be called a Guard than the other two. But
then it is (if I may fay) a Guard too paffive, becaufe
you cannot fo readily get from it into Action, as
from the other.

The Beauty of the Small-Sword Polture is, that
it is a true Guard or Cover from your Enemy, and
a Readinefs to attack and offend him. But a Guard
without a Power of offending, is thutting yourfel{
up in a Caftle from your Adverfary, or running
away from him,

The
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The Hanging Guard is a very good Guard to pitch
to, when you are gathered upon, and prefled by
your Adverfary.  But then it is owing to your want
of the proper Guard, that you are reduced to this
{hift, and no better than a Retreat, when your Lines
are broken, 1 always pity the Man, when T fee him
upon that Guard, and am apt to ftep up to his Ad-
vetfary and intercede for Mercy. But whenever |
fee a fine, eafy, compoled, confidently looking Point,
I put extraordinary Faith in it.

Let us now come to the Cats and Stops. There
is one effential Thing, 1 think T {hould have brought
in before, and which, neceflary as it s, is much
negleéted and overlooked, and that is the Manner
of holding the Sword. I may be excufed for omit-
fing it, becaufe, as I faid, I do not propofe to breed
up a Swords-Man, but write to Swords-Men. But
this Miftake is fo common, even among good
Swords-Men, that it calls for due Correhion ; and
whether that Correétion, or any palt, or to come, be
juft, 1 fubmiffively offer to my judicious Readers. -
If they are demonfirative, they will be clear to all
Judgments; if not, I fall by them. If they be
mathematical Proofs, they will be evincing to the

Man
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Man of Senfe, though he be not a Swords-Man ; and
if they appear o to Senfe, I {hall never trouble my
Head, whether they are accepted by the Obftinate

and Tenacious.

The common Way of holding the Sword is with
a kind of globular Hand, that is, all the Fingers
and the Thumb making a Circle round the Sword.
The Confequence of which is, that when you come
to make your Cut, your Gripe moves and flips round
your Palm, and you lofe your direting Edge. But
let the Sword be held with your Thumb, raifed up-
on the Surface and extended in a {traight Line, you
will never fail to carry an Edge. For the want of
this Obfervation, where I have feen one Blow judi-
cioufly given in Time, upon the Adverfary’s Open,
execate the Defign, I have feen ten loft by falling
on the Flat., The Infde and the Outfide Throws
arc both very fafe. 1 give the Preference to the Ju-
Jide ; becaule it goes with a furer Edge, and may be
made with more Strength and Velocity.

This is very oblervable in Battles fought upon the
Stage, where you will find all the Jxfide Cats to be
much deeper and feverer thao the Owtfide. It mult
be allowed alfo, that they are more likely to hit

the
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the Face, which being fo much more tender than the
Head, will fooner carry the Battle. Indeed, the
Outfide Throw | would recommend for the Head and
Face, when your Adverfary makes to your Leg ; it
keeps clearer of his Blade, and if well timed, fcl-
dom meets with Interruption ; but efpecially if it
be made flanting, with a Kind of a back Sweep,
which, 'lfj'ou:r-.hntngm]:&h not very wary and
quick in his Recover, muft hit him in the Face,
~ and this fweeping Turn carries a dire& Edge. Bat
in the whole, I fhould chufé to be moft familiar
with the Infide, as I take it to be more faichful to
the Line, Indpu-ceminljrmmrquichrlﬂ
more readily from it. Nature feems to have made
it more a Friend to Time : For I believe it will be
allowed, that a Man naturally can make an Infide
Mq&tﬂﬂm“w.nﬂm-
tainly oftner, before the Wrift is fatigued, as the
Turm of it that way is not fo great a Strain upon
the Muftles, as the other ; and [ dare fay a Man's
Arm will be fooner ftrained and weakened by ftrong
Blows to the Outfide, than to the Infide, becaufe in
the Iufide Blow the Mufcles a& in a true Line of
Direétion, but in the other are contorted or twifted,
and their Power thercby weakened; for it is well
known by every Anatomift fkilled in mufcalar Mo-

E tion,
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tion, that the two extreme Parts of a Mufcle muft

anfwer a true Line of Direion, before the Mufcle
can act with Power.

This all belongs to the offenfive Part; but then
in the defenfive Part, the Infde Stops are readier,
fafer, and fhugger under the Cower, Doubtlefs,
when a Man makes an Ouwifide Blow at you, you
muft ftop it from the Outfide, or the Hanging, which
is a kind of Ousfde ; but then the fufde Stop, which
1s moftly practifed for the Cover of the Infde of the
Am or Wrilt, and the Jyide of the Face, will
alfo, if it be well timed, flop a Blow made full
down to the Head, as fafe as the St. George’s and
Hanging Guard, which are generally ufed in flop-
ping full Throws at the Head. Befides, as I have
recommended fighting from the Jwjide, which is near-
eft to the Medsum, notwithftanding the Medium has
it’s Name from a Notion of it's being in the Middle
between them, I affert that you are more in the
Line with it, your Stops are more jult, under better
Cowver, and allow of a readier and narrower Return.

I have tried them all; I always found myfelf fa-

fer upon the Insde, when preffed upon (for the Hang-
g Guard I always defpifed) and to fucceed better
m my Attempts upon my Adverfary. The
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The moft dangerous Cut in the Sword to your
Oppofer (and which generally carries the keeneft
Edge) is the Infide Blow at the Wrift. This is far
readier, and ncarer to it, and when hit, more effeGtual
than the Outfde, and cerrainly the Cat aniwers your
Ends more than any other, becaufe your Enemy is
difabled at once. Any other Cut he may bear for a
while, and have a Chance of hitting you, if he con-
tinues to fight a little longer ; but the Iaftant you
hit him in the Infde of the Wrift, your Vicory is
fecure. Another fubftantial, and I think, mathe-
matical Reafon for ecfpoufing it, is, becaufe the
Wiift of your Adverfary is that Part of him, which,
while it is the moft dangerous to him if wounded,
in refped to the Battle, is alfo the neareft to you,
and confequently the fafelt for you to attack ; be-
caufe, hit, or mifs, on account of your Diftance from
him, you are fafer from his Return. Nothing can
be fafer in the Back-Sword, than lying firm to a low
Infide, and waiting for the other’s moving ; the Mo-
ment he raifes his Wrift is your Opportunity to go
toit, and if you act according to that due Obferva-
tion of Time, you cannot fail of meeting his Wrift.
You may pitch your Infide Polture fo wide to the
Outfide, as to hide all the Oasfde, and leave him
nothing but an Iufde Mark; and yet, though your

E 2 Injde
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Infide s more open by it, you are mn lefs Danger,
becaufe you are fure your Owtfide is loft to him, and
you have nothing ‘to watch bat your Iufide ; while
you lic to that with a ready raifed Wrift, your
Blade will alwaysbe Time enough to meethis Wrift;
which muft execute prodigioufly, becaufe there is
the conjun@ive Force of his Throw and yours meet-

ing together.

There is one thing T would advance, which I judge
highly neceffary, and ought to be treated of as a
moft ufeful Point in tlnﬁnmd,md that is, what
we call breaking Meafwre,  This breaking Meafure
% certainly very material’; but then the Man who

ath itﬂgﬁtﬁhmtn&judguif'ﬁm
It will facceed greatly in the Sword, both Back and
Small, but ‘m this Attempt of meeting your Adver-
fary's Wrift, it is moft fignificant : For by that little
Contrattion of your Body, which perhaps does not
make an Inch Difference in Meafure, you will fecare
yourfelf from your Adverfary's Blade, which by his
Strength in the Throw, or yournot fo exactly tim-
ing it, as you oaght, might bend over to your Face,
though you meet him in the Wrift. Here (if I would
ever encourage it) T would adlvife moving a Tittle, but
very little, ‘out of the Line. It is a Kind of Pawlh,

1
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T'own j but far unlike the others I mutinied again(t
in the Small-Sword. The others are defigned to put
the Body out of your Adverfary’s Line, which cer-
tainly takes up too much Time to avoid an adtive
. Am; but in this the Body moves little or nothing,
and it depends chiefly on throwing your Head back
behind your Hilt, to allow for the bending over of
his Sword, which certainly it muft do in fome Mea-
fure, becaufe you miect his foft unréfifting Wrift, and
not his hrﬁmrnrhﬂlnngﬂhdn and even if you
meet his Blade towards his Hilt, it muft proportion-
ably bend over, more than if yoa ftop him towards
ﬂ:a‘l’nint. This Throw at thugﬁ-of the Wrift
I pronounce to be the fafeft, and moft effeftual in
the whole Sword, As it will fit this Place beft, 1
will anticipate my Charalers of the MasTERs, by
bringing in one Perkins an Irifbman. The Man
certainly was a true Swords-Man, bat his Age made
him fo ftiff and flow in his A&ion, that he could
not exccute all that his Judgment put him upon;
yet, by Dint of that, he made up for his Inaltivity.
He always, at firft fetting out, pitched to this Po-.
fture, lyu:g,_u I faid before, low to the Infide, fo
wide as to hide all the Outfide, with his Wit fo
ready raifed, that no body knew what to do with
him. I have feen F16, in Battles with him, ftand

n
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in a kind of Confufion, not knowing which way to
move : For as F1G offered to move, the old Man
would alfo move fo warily upon the Catch, that he
would difappoint him in moft of his Defigns. What-
ever Attempts are made upon a Man in this Pofture
fo dangerous to attack, ought to be made below his
Wrift, and for my part, in this Cafe I fhould go
with a ftraight drawing Drop upon his Thigh, nei-
ther to the Imfide nor Outfide of it, bat diredly
down in a Line from the Medium ; becaufe, firft,
there is that Time faved, which is required in the
Tam of your Wrift ; and fecondly, your Adverfary,
who has been only waiting for it, is difappointed in
his Defign, and can do nothing, but attempt to
drop down and follow your Arm; but in order to do
that, muft lofe his Time in fhifting his Wrift,
Many a Time when I have been engaged with the
Stick, with an Opponent who was fo very ready with
the Slip of his Leg and the Throw at my Head,
(which is done in one and the fame Motion) I haye
found myfelf in fo much Danger, that I dusft not go
down to the Ousfide of his Leg ; but in going down
with a drlwing Blade m a ﬁnﬁght Lioe, from the
Medium, 1 have deceived him, and hit him a fmart
Blow upon the Foot about the Toes. This Method
will fave me from my Antagonift, though the othe;

will
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will not, both from leflening the Time (which is
apparent in the Motion) and likewife, from fhort-
ning the Meafure, as much as his Foot is more within
the Meafure of your ftraight Line, than the Outjide
of his Leg, which makes a furprifing Difference in
both Time and Meafure. This brings us to treat of
the going down to the Leg.

It is done after receiving, or moving. As I write
to thofe who underftand fomething of the Sword,
thefe Sword Terms will be underftood : Receiving
is the ftopping our Adverfary’s Blow firft, and then
going to his Leg: Moving, is going down without
receiving, but taking care before you go down, to
move his Sword out of the Line.

Mafters moftly recommend the receiving firlt, as
the fafeft way. Iam a Friend to the other, which,
whether it be thought as fafe or not, [ am fure is
more likely to catch the other’s Leg, becaufe it is
done in lefs Time. And befides, in point of fafety,
I always found it anfiver full as well as the other ;
and in my Opinion, a Man that has moved his Ad-
verfary truly, before he goes down to his Leg, is
lefs likely to be hit above in going down, becaufe
there is lefs Notico and Intelligence given of your

Defign,
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¢fign, and it requires a much nicer Judgment in
your Opponent; to diftinguith here, than it is for
him to be apprifed of your going down, after you
bave ftopped him above. The A&ion is fo common
after receiving, that when a Man makes a full Blow
at your Head, he, even undefignedly, fhifts his Leg
back to avoid your Return at it. But it is a diff-
cult Matter for him to provide and guard sgainft
your little or no notice-giviag Movings and going
down. Without taking up unneceflary Time in ex-
amiping the different Ways in going to the Leg, I
promounce it beft from the Jufde, by which you can
eafier get under your Adverfary’s Blade, and the
Turn of your Wrilk from the Iufde to the Outfide is
a nearer Way and carries your Blade more in, than
from any of the Outfides (for the Hanging and St.
George arc propetly Outfides) in going dowa from
which your Elbow is to the Right, and in courfe
your Blade to the Left, and fo much farther from
the Leg, In the Attempt from the Iyfde your El-
bow is the oppofite Way, and your Blade goes in
towards the Leg, and when it hits, gives a much
more dangerous Cut, on account of the drawing
Stroke, which certainly is palpably more fo, than
from the Quifide. Here the breaking Meafure is of
excellent Ule, and more wanted than any where
clie;
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elic; becaufe your Head and whole Body is brought
fo much nearer to your Adverfary’s Sword ; there-
fore your Arm and your Head fhould, if poffible,
have one oppofite Motion, to which by Praétice you
may foon bring yourfelf. What I mean is this; when
your Arm approaches your Adverfary, your Head
fhould turn from him, and you ought to fall in-
ftantancoufly back to the Left, with your other Parts
out of the Line of his Sword.

This breaking Meafure is moft ufeful and fafe in
both Small and Back-Sword, becaufe, Meafure is
one of the ground Stones laid down for the Art, and
the breaking it is a nice Divifion of that Meafure,
and certainly mult anfwer more, the more you can
divide it. Upon the whole, it is of prodigious Ad-
vantage in both Swords. I have often broke a Head,
or hit my Opponent in other Parts, by judging the
proper Diftance, and breaking a trifling Meafure,
that is, by a fmall drawing back of my Head and
Contrattion of my Body, I have efcaped his Blow, and
gone direétly to his Head or Face without a Parry:
Here it is, 1n a manner, one Motion, and wants no
Comparifon of Time to the ftopping your Opponent’s
Blow firft, and then making yours. 8o, in the
Small-Sword, it is of proportionable Ule; and in

F both
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both, by being an exal Judge of your Diflamee,
you gain your Time; by which you will be able to
execute any thing you attempt. [ believe there
have been few Hints given but will hold good
cither Sword, and fufficicntly evince their near re-
lation, I will yet mention one thing more, which
is relative to both, and muft recommend it for a
Point as profitable as any [ have yet propofed in the
Art ; and this is the ftepping forwards i your Parry.
Let me be rightly underftood,—The common Prac-
tice in Small and Back, 1s to retire n the one, from
your Adverfary’s Thraff while you parry it, and then
advance with your own ; in the other, to ftep back
(which is much the fame) in ftopping his Blow, and
then come forward with your own. Here is your
manifeft lofs of Time, by which you are to compafs
every thing, and without which ymmllnutknnw
how, and why you do any thing, Alas! this giv-
ing way in your Parade, is no more nor lefs than
Fear of your Adverfary’s Arm and Diftruft of your
own, which, tilljnuunpmatlm'nughﬁmﬂidm
in, you mever will be Mafter of your Sword. But
if you dare truft to your Pacade, and fo beldly rely
apon it, as to ftep in with it, in Small or Back, I
will engage that, if you pasry your Man, be will
never get away from your Return.  O! what a fav-
ing
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ing of Time and fhortning of Meafure here 1s! for
by your Longe gained beforehand in your Parade,
inftead of your Sword, you may lay your Finger
upon his Body. Let others recommend retiring as
much as they will, Tam for advancing, or at leaft
keeping your Ground ; but if you are weak in the
Practice, it is then neceflary toretire for fhelter. If
you give ground to Adverfary, he will be very
forward to pour in ’!E“?Fhﬁr, or ‘Blozs upon you ;
bat if, upon his offering to advance, you ftand firm
with your'Feot and Arm in the Line, I will warrant
he will be-more ‘fhy of approaching you. But then
how much more Danger muft he be in, i you ftep
with your right Leg and extend your Arm? By this
you will deprive him of his Meafare, and have Op-
‘portunities of 'timing him in ‘his advancing, This
Doétrine will hold good in ‘both Small and Back-
Bword, and though ay differ in fome trivial
Points, yet in the nﬂ;t:yfuigmul Principles, ef-
fential to the Science, they mutually anfwer and.
id N

Before T enter upon the Chara&ers of the moft
eminent Mafters, who have come within my Obfer-
vation, I muft take notice of the Superiority the
Back-Sword Bas over the Small, in point of Ufe. dﬁ

: F 2




[36]
deed as we cannot put a Stop to the nataral Paffions
of Mankind, which, according to their Conftitu=
tion and Temperament, more or lefs excite them to
Mifchief, if not proportionably checked by Reafon ;
we muft endeavour at the readieft Means of putting
it out of their Power to do us that Mifchief their
Paffions prompt them to. It is therefore requi-
fite to learn the Small-Sword, in order to guard
againft the Attempts of that Man, with whofe bru-
tal Ferocity no Reafon will prevail : But then that
Neceflity is produdive of Pain and Mifery, though
it tends to the Prefervation of your Life. Killing
a Man, when you are forced upon the Defenfive,
dlears you in human Laws; but how far you are
juftified in Chriftianity, the Gofpel beft can tell you.
There is a Confcioufnefs attends all A&ions, which is
the ftrongeft Monitor ; and that Confcioufnefs will
not leave a Man undifturbed after his Fellow=Crea=
ture is Jaid bleeding at his Feet, though from the
higheft Provocation, and in his neceflary felf-defence.
But Laws divine as well as human juoftify and pro-
te you in your Country’s Caufe. Sure the wide
Difference between killing Numbers of your Enemy
‘in Battle, and one Man in a Quarrel, ever fo much
in your own Defence, every calm thinking Man can-
pot but allow.

It
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It is therefore that the Small-Sword, in point of
true Reafon, is not neceflary ; it is only a fubfervient
[nftrument to our Paffions. This is viewing it in the
tendereft Light; but T fear it oftener proves, pro=
portionably to it's Praltice, an Incentive and En-
couragement to Mifchief.

Bat the Back-Sword, fare, muft be diftinguifhed
from the other, becaufe it is as neceflary in the
Army, as the other s mifchievous in Quarrels, and
deadly in Duels. The Small-Sword is the Call of
Honour, the Back-Sword the Call of Duty. 1 wilh
Honour had more Acquaintance with Honefty than
it generally has.  There is a Kind of Honour, which
will carry a Man behind Mountague Houfe with ano-
ther, when it will not pay his Debts, though he has
wherewithal to do it. -~ True Honour muft be very
intimate with Honefty, ‘and L'will venture to affirm
that, where the latter is not, the former has but a
mean Exiftence. - It need not be faid 1 here dil-
courage the Small-Sword, I only oppofe it's Abufe;
I own, 1 have preached a little, but I think what I
have advanced is true Do&rine: Butas few of us
can arrive to that prodigious Meeknefs, it is neceflary
to be Mafters of ourSword, to guard againft thole
Paffions we cannot put a Stop to, I 'am not that

Saint
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Saint to advile a Man to let arother pull him by the
Nole ; but then [ would have him to be the brave
Uler of his Sword, aud pot the quarrelfome. Quarrel-
fomenefs and Bravery, I take to be Strangers, and the
more Bravery I have found ina Man, 1 have always
obferved in him the more Unwillingnefs to quarrel.
I yet highly recommend the Small-Sword teaching,
if it were only (as I have before hinted) to intreduce
you better, and gltablifh you (tronger in the Back-
Sword. The Back-Sword muft be allowed effen-
tially neceflaty among the Hotfe ; and 1 could wifh
it were more praclifed, than I find ‘itis. Sureic
ought to be a Past of -2 Trooper's: Duty! to'leam the
Back-Sweord, as much as of the Foot to learn the
common Exercife ; and the Exercife of the former’s
Sword ought to be usged, as much as that of the

latter’s Firelock. If a Troop of F16s were enga-
ged with a Troop of Men, ignorant of the Back-
Sword, I' would alk, which has the better Chance? I
believe it will be granted, that a confiderable fu-
perior Strength in the latter would not be an
equivalent Advantage -to the Skill and Judgement
of the former.

We are allowed to be more expert in the Back-
Sword  than any other: Nation, -and it would be a

pity;
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pity, if we were not to continue fo. In F1G's
Time, the Spirit of it was greatly kept up; but I
have been often forry to find it dwindle, and in a
Manper, dic away with him. It muft be allowgd
that thofe amphitheatrical Praflices were produdlive
of fome ill, as they gave fome Encouragement to
Idlencfs and Extravagance among the Vulgar. But
there is hardly any good ufeful Thing, but what
leaves an Opening for Mifchief, and which s not liable
to Abufe. Thofe Praltices are certainly highly ne-
ceffary, and the Encouragement of Back-Sword
Fighting, and Boxing, I think commendable; the
former for the Ufes which have been mentioned ; the
latter, and both ; to feed and keep up the Britith
Spisit. Courage I allow to be chiefly natural, pro-
bably ewing to the Complexion and Canftitation of
our Bodies, and flowing in the different Texture of
the Blood and Juices ; but fure it is, in a great
meafure, acquired by Ufe, and Familianty with
Danger. Emulation and the Love of Glory are great
Breeders of it. To what Pitch of daring do we not
{ec them carry Men? And how obfervable Is it in
Miniature among the Boys, who, slmoft as foon as
they can go alone, get into their Poftures, and bear
their little bloody Nofes, rather than be ftigmatifed
for Cowards ?

CHARACTERS
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Characters of the MASTERS.

IMOTHY BUCK was a moft folid Mafter,

it was apparent in his Performances, even

when grown decrepid, and his old Age could not

hide his uncommon Judgement, He was the Pil-

lar of the Art, and all his Followers, who excelled,
built upon him.

Mr. MiLL AR was the palpable Gentleman
through the Prize-Fighter. He was a moft beauti-
fani&ummthuEugn, taking in all his Attitudes,
and vaftly engaging in his Demeanor. There was
fuch an eafy A@ion in him, unconcerned Behaviour
ald:gmhlehﬂemthemd&niﬁghmg that
one could not help being prejudiced in his Favour,

F16 was the Atlas of the Sword, and may he re-
main the gladiating Statue! In him, Strength, Re-
folution, end unparallel'd Jodgement confpired to
form a matchlefs Mafter. There was a Majefty fhone
in his Countenance, and blazed in all his Aftions,
beyond all I ever faw. His right Leg bold and
firm, and his left which could hardly ever be dil=
turbed, gave him the furprifing Advantage already
proved, and ftruck his Adverfary with Defpair and

Panic.
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Panic. He had that peculiar way of tepping in,
I fpoke of, in a Parry; be koew his Arm and it's
juft time of moving, put a firm Faith in that, and
never let his Adverfary efcape his Parry. He was
juft as much a greater MASTER, than any other I

ever faw, as he was a greater Judge of Time and
Meafure.

WiLLiaM GiLL was a Swords-Man formed by
F16's own Hand, and by his Example turned out a
complete Picce of Work. I'never beheld any Body
better for the Leg than Grrr, - His Excellence lay
in doing it from thelnfide; and I hardly ever knew him
attempt it from the Outfide. From the narrow Way
he had of going down (which was moftly withoue
receiving) he oftener hit the Leg than any one; and
from the drawing Stroke, caufed by that {weeping
Turn of the Wrift, and his proper way of holding
his Sword, his Cuts were remarkably more fevere
and deep. I never was an Eye-Witnefs to fuch a
Cut in the Leg, as he gave one BUTLER, an
Irifbman, a bold refolute Man, but an aukward
Swords-Man. His Leg was laid quite open, his
Calf falling down to his Aucle. It was foon {tiech-
ed up; but from the Ignorance of a Surgeon adapt-
ed to his mean Circumftances, it mortified: Mr.
Chefclden was applied to for Amputation, but too

G late
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late for his true Jndgment to interfere in. He im-
mediately perceived the Mortification to forbid his
Skill ; and refufed to be concerned in what he knew
to be beyond his Power,  But another noted one was
applied to, who, through lefs Judgment, or Value
for his Charaller, cut off his Leg above the Knee,
but the Mortification had got the Start of his In-
firuments, and BUTLER foon expired. "

Jouw PArks of Coventry was a thorough
Swords-Man, and an excellent Judge of all it’s
Parts. He was a convincing Proof of what I ad-
vanced about the natural Supplenefs in fome Men’s
Joints. No Man bid fairer for an acquired Spring
than he; but notwithftanding the vaft Exercife,
through fuch Numbers of Battles fought for twenty
Years, he never could arrive to it. He fill re-
mained heavy, flow, and ina&ive, and had no Friend
. to help him, but his ftaunch Judgemeat. '

SUTTON was a Contraft to the other. As Parxs
had a clear Head upon 2 clamfy Body and fiff
Joints ; fo SUTTON had a nimble Body and very
agile Joints under a heavy Flead. He was a refo-
lute, pufhing, aukward Swords-Man; but by his
bufy intruding Arm, and f{crambling Legs, there

were
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were few Judgements but what weredifordered and
difconcerted. FiG managed him the beft of any,
by his charming Diftinction of Time and Meafure,
in which he far excelled all, and fufficiently proved
thefe to be the Sword’s true Foundation.

Mr. Jounson is a ftaunch Swords-Man. I do
not know any one now who has fo great a Share of
Skill and undaunted Refolution, mixed together.
He is a thorough MAsTER of the true Principles of
the Back-Sword ; but I muft take the Liberty to
{ay, that his Joints are {tiff and flow in Adtion;
while I allow that his Judgement furprifingly makes
up that Defe&. Jomnson fights moft from the
Hanging, and execates more from it, than any I
ever faw from that unready Guard. 1 have often
thought it a great Pity a Man of his found Know-
ledge of the Sword, fhould have fo'much recourfe
to the Hanging. T own the Word Recourfe fits not
Jornson, becaufe, ss I faid before, it is a kind of
fheltering Guard, and in others moftly ufed to (hilt
from Danger. I am fure that Fear pitches not his
Hanging ; and he bas as little occafion for a Shelter
from his Adverfary, as any Man I'have known. He
fully proves it, as he differs from all the reft in ufing
that Guard, The others ufe it in a Retreat, he

G: advances
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advances with it, and maintains it through the whole
Battle with unfhaken Firmnels,

Mr. S ERLocK muft be pronounced an elegant
Swords-Man, with uncommon Merit, His Defigns
are true and juft, encouraged by an active Wit and
great Agility of Body. He pitches to the Small-
Sword Polture, the Recommendation of which I here
repeat. [ know there are great Demurrs againtt is,
but I will venture to juftify him in it. He is cer<
tainly right to ufe that Guard, molt properly called
a Guard, which beft ftops the too near Approach of
his Adverfary, and at the fame Time fupplies him
with more readinefs to Action. But though I am
willing to_give cvery Man his due Merit, I cannot
ftep into the Filth of Flattery ; therefore mult con-
fefs, Mr. SHER Lock is not faultlefs. I will point .
out one Defect, and leave it to Judges whether I
am right in my Obfervation. It is s Subjection and
Pronenefs to ftarting, by which he evidently may
put himfelf in the Power of a Man of much inferior
Judgement. I have often fccn Mr SHERLoCK en=
gaged with a Man of far lefs Abilities than himfclf,
when, upon a bare Stamp with the other's Foot,
and Movement of his Sword, he has hurried back
with. Precipitation Sure Mr. SHERLoCK mulk

owa
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own he hereby gives his Oppofer great Advantage ;
however, I leave him with this Acknowledgement,
that if he had Mr. Joit NsoN's firm ftable Relolution,
he would rival any I have meationcd.

[ conclude with Jon DELFoRCE, and though
he never fought with the Sword, I think it would be
unpardonable not to give him a Place among the bel
of them; for fare none more fit, more able to bring
up the Train. He is a very proper Cale, or Cover
to the whole Pi&ure, and may ftand the guarding
Centinel of the Art. 1 venture to proclaim him the
only Rival to Fic’s Memory, He 1s fo well known
for 2 Cudgeller on the Stage, that T need not lofe
any Time in reviving him to Thought. He 15 an in=
contefted Pattern among Speftators, and has made
every Body forcly fenfible of his Abilities with the
Stick, who dared difpute it with him. My Head,
my Arm, and Leg are firong Witnefles of his con-
vincing Arm. ~ As T {aid before, I have tried with
them all, and maft confefs my Flefh, my Bones re-
member him the beft. He ftrongly evinces with the
Stick, what he would execute with the Sword. JonN
DeLror CE has every Ingredient to compound a per-
feét Swords-Man, proper Strength, unerring Judge-
ment, and fofficient Experience. He has a Spring

m
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in the Wrilt more ready and powerful than any I
have feen, and F1G feems to have bequeath'd to
him his Infight into Teme and Meafure.

BOXING

OXING is a Combat, depending more on

Strength than the Sword: But Art will yet
bear down the Beam againft it. A lefs Degree of
Art will tell for more than a confidcrably greater
Strength. Strength is certainly what the Boxer
ought to fet out with, but without Art he will fuc-
ceed but poorly. The Deficiency of Strength may
be greatly fupplied by Art; but the want of Art
will have but heavy and unwieldy Succour from

Strmgth.

" Here it may not be amifs to make fome little
anatomical Enquiry into the advantageous Difpofi-
tion of the Mufcles by the juft Pofture of the Body,
and the a&ing Arm. T will venture to dabble a
little in it ; but cry Mercy all the while. If I make
a Piece of Botch-Work of it, forgive the poor Ana-
tomift throngh the Swords-Man.

Tilc
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The Stmngth of Man chiefly confilts on the Power
of his Mufcles, and that Power is greatly to be in-
creafed by Are. The Mufclés are as Springs and
Levers, which execute the different Mations of our
Body; but by Art a Man may give an additional

Force to them.

The nearer a Man brings his Body to the Center
of Gravity, the truer Line of Direftion will his
Mufcle act in, and confequently with more refifting
Force. If a Man defigns to ftrike a hard Blow, let
him fhat his Fift as firm as poffible; the Power of
his Arm will then be confiderably greater, than if
but flightly clofed, and the Velocity of his Blow
vaftly augmented by it. The Muifcles which give
this additional Force to the Arm, in fhutting the
Fift, are the Flexors of the Fingers, and the Exten-
fors are the oppolite Mulcles, as they open or ex-
pand the fame; yet in firiking, or ufing any violent
Efforts with your Hand, thefe different Orders of the
Mufcles contribute to the fame Aétion, Thus it will
appear, that when you clofe the Filt of your left
Arm, and clap your right Hand upon that Arm, you
will plainly feel all the Mulcles of it to have a re-
ciprocal Swelling. From hence it follows, that
Mufcles, by Nature defigned for different Offices,

mutually
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mutually depend on each other in great Efforts, This
Confideration will be of much Advantage in that
artificial Force in Fighting, which beats much fu-
perior Strength, where Art is wanting.

The Pofition of the Body is of the greateft Con-
fequence in Fighting. The Center of Gravity ought
to be well confidered, for by that the Weight of the
Body being juftly fufpended, and the true Equilit
brium thereby preferved, the Body (tands much the
firmer againft oppofing Force. This depends upon
the proper Diftance betwen the Legs, which is the
firft Regard a Boxer ought to have, or all his manly
Attempts will prove abortive. In order to form the
true Pofition, the left Leg muft be prefented fome
reafonable Diftance before the Right, which brings
the 1eft Side towards the Adverfary ; this the right-
handed Man ought to do, that, after having ftopped
the Blow with his left Arm, which is a Kind of
Buckler to him, he may have the more Readinefs and
greater Power of {tepping in with his right Hand's
returniog Blow. In this Pofture he ought to referve
an eafy Flexion in the left Knee, that his Advances
and Retreats may be the quicker. By this proper
Flexion, his Body is brought fo far forwaid, as 1o
have a jult Inclination over the left Thigh, info-

much
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much that his Face makes a perpendicular or ftraight
Line with the left Knee; whillt the right Leg and
Thigh ina flanting Linc, {irongly prop up the whole
Body, as docs a large Beam an old Wall. The Body
by this means is fupported againft all violent Ef-
forts, and the additional Strength acquired by this
Equilibriam, is greatly to the Purpofe. How much
greater Weight muft not your Adverfary {tand in need
of, to beat you back from this forward inclining of the
Body, than the fo much lefs refifting Reclination of
it ? By this difpofed Attitude you find the whole
Body gently inclining forward with a flanting Direc-
tion, fo that you fhall find from the Ousfideof the right
Ancle all the way to the Shoulder, a ftraight Line of
Diretion, fomewhat inclining, or flanting upwand,
which Inclination is the ftrongelt Poflition a Man
can contrive ; and it is fuch as we generally ufe in
forcing Doors, refifting Strength, or pufhing for-
ward any Weight with Violence : For the Mulcles
of the left Side, which bend the Body gently for-
ward, bring over the left Thigh the gravitating Part,
which by this Contrivance augments the Force ;
wheteas, if it was held ere or upnght, an indifferent
Llow on the Head, or Breaft, would overfet it. The
Body by this Pefiticn has the Mufcles of the right
Side parily relaxed, and partly contracted, whilit

H thofe
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thofe of the Left are altogether in'a State of Con-
traltion ; but the Referve made in the Mufcles of
the right Side, is as Springs and Levers to let fall
the Body at Difcretion.

By delivering up the Power to the Mufcles of the
left Side, which, in a very ftrong Contraétion, brings
the Body forward, the Motion which is communi+
cated, is then fo ftrong, that, if the Hand at that
Time be firmly fhat, and the Blow at that Inftant
pulhed forward, with the contralling Mufcles, in
a ftraight Line with the moving Bedy, the Shock
given from the Stroke will be able to overcome a
Force, not thus artfully contrived, twenty times as

great.
From this it is evident, how it is in our Power

to give an additional Force and Strength to our

Bodies, whereby we may make ourfelves far fuperior
to Men of more Strength, not feconded by Art.

Let us now examine the molt hortful Blows, and
fach as contribute moft to the Battle, Though very
few of thofe, who fight, koow, why a Blow on
fuch a Part has fuch Effects, yet by Experience
they know it has ; and by thefe evident Effedls,

they
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they are diredted to the proper Parts; as for In-
ftance, hitting under the Ear, between the Eye-
brows, and about the Stomach. T look upon the
Blow under the Ear to be as dangerous as any, that
is, if it light between the Angle of the lower Jaw
and the Neck ; becaufe in this Part there are two
Kinds of Blood Veflels confiderably large; the one
brings the Blood immediately from the Heart to the
Head, whilft the other carries it mediately back.
If a Man reccive a Blow on thefe Veflels, the Blood
proceeding from the Heart to the Head, is partly
forced back, whilft the other Part is pafhed forwards
vehémently to the Head: The fame happens n the
Blood returning from the Head to the Heart, for part
of it is precipitately forced into the latter, whilft the
other Part tumultuoufly rufhes to the Head ; where-
by the Blood Veflels are immediately overcharged,
and the Sinus's of the Brain fo overloaded and com-
prefied, that the Man at once lofes all Senfation,
and the Blood often runs from his Ears, Mouth and
Nofe, altogether owing to it's Quantity forced with
fuch Impetuofity into the {maller Veflels, the Coats
whereof being too tender to refift fo great a Charge,
inftantly break, and caule the Effufion of Blood

through thefe different Parts.
H i This
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This is not the only Confequence, but the Heart
being. overcharged with a Regurgitation of Blood
(as 1 may fay with refpeét to that forced back on the
fucceeding Blood coming from it’s left Ventncle)
ftops it's Progrefs, whillt that Part of the Blood
coming from the Head, is violently pulhed isto it’s
right Auricle; fo that as the Heart labours under a
violent Surcharge of Blood, there foon follows a
Cardiaca or Suffocation, but which goes off as the
Parts recover themfelves and pufh the Blood forward.
The Blows given between the Eye-Liows contribute
greatly to the Victory:. For this Vart being contufed
between two hard Bodies, wiz The Fift, and Os
frontaley there enfues a violent Ecchymofis, or Ex-
“travafationof Blood, which falls immediately into the
_Eye-lids; and they being of a lax Texture incapable
of refifting this Influx of Blood, fwell almofi inftan-
taneoully ; which violent Intumefcence foon obftrudts
the Sight. = The Man thus indecently treated, and
artfully hoodwinked, is beat about at his Adverfary’s
Difcretion.

 The Blows on the Stomach are alfo very hustful,
as the Diaphragm and Luogs [bare in the lojury.
The Vomitions produced by them 1 might account
for. but 1 fhould ran my anatomical Impertinences
too far. 1
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| would here recommend to thofe who Box, that
on the Day of Combat they charge niot their Stomachs
with much Aliments; for by ‘obferving thisi Frecau~
tion, they will find great Service. It will help them
to avoid that extraordinary Compreflion on the
Aorta Defeendens, and in a great meafure preferve
their Stomachs from the Blows, which they muft be
the more expofed to, when diftended with Ali-
ments. ~ The Confequence of which may be attend-
ed with-a Vom'ting of Blood, caufed by the Erup-
tion of fome Blood Veffels, from the overcharging
of the Stomach : /Whereas the empty Stomach, yicld-
ing to the Blow, is as much lefs affected by ir, as it is
more by it's Refiltance, when expanded with Food.
Therefore 1 advife a Man to tike: a little Cordial
Water upon an empty Stomach, -which, 1 think,
would be of great’ Service; by it's aftringing the
Fibres, and contradling it into a fmaller Compats.

The lajary the Diaphragm ‘is fubje& to from
Blows, which light juft under the Breaft-Bone, is
yery confiderable ; becaufe the Diaphragm 15 brought
jnto a ftrong convallive State, which produces great
Pain, and leflens the Cavity of the Thorax, whereby
the Lungs are in a great Meafure deprived of their
Liberty, and the Quantity of Air retained in them,

'I}ﬂ-l]'.
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frnmthaConm&.iunuflhaThﬂuthrmghthum-
vulfive State of the Diaphragm, is fo forcibly pufh-
ed from th:m,th:tituufmagrutﬂiﬁculty of
Refpiration, which cannot be overcome till the con-
vulfive Motion of the Diaphragm ceafes.

The artful Boxer may, in fome Degree, render
the Blows lefs burtful on this Part, by drawing in
the Belly, holding his Breath and bending his Thofax
over his Navel, when the Stroke is coming,

I have mentioned Strength and Art as the two
Ingredients of a Boxer. But there is another, which
is valtly neceflary; that is, what we call a Bottom,
We need not explain what it is, as being a Term
well underftood. There are two Things required to
make ‘this Bottom, that 15, Wind and Spirit, or
Heart, or wherever you can fix the Refidence of
Courage. Wind may be greatly brought about by
Exercife and Diet; but the Spirit is the firlt Equip-
ment of a Boxer. Without this fuftantial Thing,
both Art and Strength will avail a Man but little.
This, with feveral other Points, will appear more
fully in the Charalters of the Boxers,

CHARACTERS
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CuaracTERs of the BOXERS.

DVANCE, brave BroucuTon! Thee I
pronounce Captain of the Bowers, As far

as 1 can ook back, I think, I ought to opea the
Characters with him : I know none fo fit, fo able
to lead up the Van. This is giving him the living
Preference to the reft; but, I hope, I have not given
any Caufe to fay, that there has appeared, in any
of my Charafters, a partial Tin&ure. I have through-
out confulted nothing, but my unbials’d Mind, and
my Heart has known no Call but Merit. Wherever
I have praifed, I have no Defire of pleafing ; where-
ever decry'd, no Fear of offending. BrouGuTON,
by his manly Merit, has bid the higheft, therefore
has my Heart. 1 really think all will poll with
me, who poll with the fame Principle. Sure there
15 fome ftanding Reafon for this Prefcrence. What
can be {tronger than to fay, that for feventeen or
cighteen Years, he has fought every able Boxer
that appeared againft him, and has never yet been
beat? This being the Cafe, we may venture to con-
clude from it, But not to build alone on this, let
us cxamine farther into his Merits.  What 1s it that
he wants ? Has he not all that others wanr, and all
the beft can have? Strength equal to what is hu-
man
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man, Skill and Judgement equal to what can be ac-
quired, undebauched Wind, and a bottom Spirit,
never to pronounce the Word ENOUGH, He
fights the Stick as well as moft Men, and under-
frands a good deal of the Small-Sword. This Prac-
tice has given him the Diftin&tion of Time and
Meafure beyond the reft. He (fops as regular-
ly as the Swords-Man, and carries his Blows truely
in the Linc ; he fteps not back, diftrufting of Rim-
felf to ftop a Blow, and piddle in the Return, with
an Arm unaided by his Body, producing but a kind
of flyflap Blows; fuch as the Paftry-Cooks ufe to beat
thofe Infe@s from their Tarts and Cheefecakes. No—
BrouGHToN fteps bold and firmly in, bids a Wel-
come to the coming Blow ; receives it with his guar-
dian Arm; then with a general Summons «of his
fwelling Mufcles, and his firm Body, feconding his
Arm, and fupplying it with all it's Weight, pours
the Pile-driving Force upon his Man.

That 1 may not be thought particular i dwelling
too long upon BroUGHTON, I Ieave him with this
Affertion, that as he, I'believe, will fcarce trult a
Battle to a waming Age, | never (hall think he is to
be beaten, till I fee him beat,

About
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About the Time I firlt obferved this promifing
Hero upon the Stage, his chief Competitors were
Pipes and GRETTING. He beat them both (and
I thought with Eale) as often as he fought them.

P1pEs was the neateft Boxer I remember. He
put in his Blows about the Face (which he fought
at moft) with furprifing Time and Judgement. He
maintained his Battles for many Years by his ex-
traordinary Skill, againft Men of far fuperior Strength.
Pipes was but weakly made ; his Appearance be-
{poke Ad&ivity, but his Hand, Arm, and Body were
bat fmall. Though by that acquired Spring of his
Arm he hit prodigious Blows 3 and 1 really think,
that at laft, when he was beat out of his Champion-
fhip, it was more owing to his Debauchery than the
Merit of thofe who beat him.

GRETTING was & ftrong Antagonift to PrPEs.
They contended hard together for fome Time, and
were almoft alrernate Vidtors. GRETTING had
the nearclt Way of going to the Stomach (which Is
what they call the Mark) of any Man I knew. He
was a moft artful Boxer, ftronger made than PipEs,

and dealt the ﬁmight:ﬂ Blows: But what made
I PipEs
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PipEs a Match for him, was his rarc Bottom Spirit,
which would bear a deal of Beating, but this, in
my Mind, GRETT 158G was not fufficiently furnifhed
with ; for after he was beat twice together by Pipes,
Hammer[mith Jack, a meer Sloven of a Boxer,
and every Body that fought him afterwards, beat
him. [ muft, notwithftanding, do that Juftice to
GRETTING's Memory, as to own that his De-
bauchery very much contributed to fpoil a great
Boxer 5 but yet I think he had not the Bottom of
the other.

Much about this Time, there was one WH1TA-
KER, who fought the Vemetian GonpeLier. He
was a very ftrong Fellow, but a clumfy Boxer. He
had two Qualifications, very much contributing to
help him out. He was very extraordinary for his
throwing, and contriving to pitch his weighty Body
on the fallen Man. The other was, th::hnmu a
hardy Fellow, and would bear a deal of
This was the Man pitched vpen to fight the Vewe-
tiam. 1 was at Slanghter's Coffee-Houfe when the
Match was made, by a Gentleman of an advanced
Station ; he fent for F16 to procurc a proper Man
for him; he told him to take care of his Man, be-

caufe
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caufe it was for a large Sum ; and the Vewetiow was
a Man of extraordinary Strength, and famous for
breaking the Jaw-bone in Boxing. Fi1G replied,
in his rough Manner, [ do not know, Mafter, but
he may break one of his own Countrymen’s Jaw-
bones with his Fift ; but, T will bring him a Man,
and he thall not break his Jaw-bone with a Sledge
Hammer in his Hand.

The Battle was fought at F16's Amphitheatre,
before a fplendid Company, the politet Houfe of
that kind I ever faw. While the GONDELIER
was ftripping, my Heart yearned for my Country-
man. His Arm took up all Obfervation ; it was
furprifingly large, long, and mufcular. He pitched
himfelf forward with his right Leg, and his Arm
full extended, and, as WHITAKER approached,
gave him a Blow on the Side of the Head, that
knocked him quite off the Stage, which was re-
markable for it's Heightt Wr1TAKER"S Misfor-
tune in his Fall was then the Grandeur of the Com-
pany, on which account they fuffered no common
People in, that ufually fit on the Ground and line
the Stage round. It was then all clear, and Wr T A-
KER had nothing to ftop him but the bottom. There

i 2 was
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was a general foreign Huzza on the Side of the
Vewctian, pronouncing our Countryman’s Downlal ;
but WH1TAKER took no more Time than was re-
quired to get up again, when finding his Fault in
ftanding out to the Length of theother’s Arm, he,
with a little Stoop, ran boldly in beyond the heavy
Mallet, and with onc Englifh Peg in the Stomach
quite a new Thing to Foreigners) brought him on
his Breech. The Blow carried too much of the
Englifb Rudenefs for him to bear, and finding him-
felf fo unmannerly ufed, he fcorned to have any
more doings with his flovenly Fift.

So fine a Houfe was too engaging to F1G, not
to court another, He therefore ftepped up, and
told the Gentlemen that they might thiok he bad
picked out the beft Man in Lomdon oo this Occas
fion : Bu:mmrmth:mtuthem}' he faid,
that, if they would come that Day fe'nnight, he
would bring a Man who fhould beat this WaiTA-
KER in ten Minutes, by fair hitting. This brought
very near as great and fine a Company as the Week
before. The Man was NATHANIEL PEARTREE,
who knowing the other’s Bottom, and his deadly
way of Flinging, took a moft judicious Method to

beat
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beat him.—Let his Chara&er come in here—He was
a molt admirable Boxer, and I do not know one he
was not a Match for, before he loft his Finger.
He was famous, like PipEs, for fighting at the
Face, but {tronger in his Blows. He knew WaiTA-
xER’'s Hardinefs, and doubtiagof his being able to
give him Beating enough, cunningly determined to
fight at his Eyes. His Judgement carried in his
Arm fo well, that in about {ix Minutes both W 51—
TAKER's Eyes were fhut up ; when groping about
a while for his Man, -and finding him not, he wifely
gave out, with thefe odd Words— Damme — 1 am
not beat, but what fignifies my fighting when I
cannot fee my Man ?

We will now come to Times a little frefher, and
of later Date,

GEoRGE Tavror, known by the Name of

GEoRGE the BARBER, fprang up furprifingly. He
kas beat all the chief Baxers, but Broucnron. He,

I think, injudicioufly fought him one of the firft, and
was obliged very foon to give out. Doubtlef: it was
a‘wrong Step in him to commence a Boxer, by fight-
ing the ftanding Champion : For GEorGE was not

then
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then twenty, and BRouGHToN was in the Zenith
of his Age and Art. Since that he has greatly di-
{tinguifhed himfelf with others; but has never en-
gaged BRoUG HToN more. He is a [trong able Boxer,
who with a Skill extraordinary, aided by his Know-
ledge of the Small and Back-Sword, and a remark-
able Judgement in the Crofs-Burtock-Fall, msy con-
teft with any. Bat, pleafe or difpleafe, I am re-
folved to be ingenuous in my Chara&ters. Therefore
Iam of the Opinion, that he is not over-ftocked
with that neceflary Ingredient of a Boxer, called
a Bottom ; and am apt to fufped, that Blows of
equal Strength with his, too much affet him and
difconcert his Condudt.

Before I leave him, let me do him this Juftice to
fay, that if he were unqueftionable in his Bottom,
he would be a Match for any Man.

It will not be improper, after GEoR GE the BAR-
BER, to introduce one BoswELL, a Man, who wants
nothing but Courage to qualify him for a compleat
Boxer. He has a particular Blow with his left Hand
at the Jaw, which comes almoft as hard as a little
Horfe kicks. Praife be to his Power of Fighting, his
excellent Choice of Time and Meafure, his fuperior

Judgement,
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Judgement, difpatching forth his executing Arm !
But fye upon his daftard Heart, that marrs it all!
As I koew that Fellow's Abilities, and his worm-
dread Soul, I never faw him beat, but I wifhed him to
be beaten. Thoagh Iam charmed with the Idea of
his Power and Manner of Fighting, T am fick at the
Thoughts of his Nurfe-wanting Courage. Farewel to
him, with this fair Acknowledgement, that, if he had
a true Eng/i/b Bottom (the beft fitting Epithet for a
Man of Spirit) he would carry all before him, and
be a Match for even BrouG i Tox himfelf

I will name two Men together, whom 1 take to
be the beft Bottom Men of the modern Boxers :
And they are SMALLWooD, and GEORGE STEVEN-
SoN, the Coachman. [ faw the latter hght Broug n-
TON, for forty Minutes. BRoue mTON ITknew to be
ill at that Time ; befides it was a hafty made Match,
and he had not thar Regard for his Preparation, as
he afterwards found he fhould have had. But here
his truc Bottom was proved, and his Conduét fhone,
They fought in one of the Fair-Booths at Tottenbam
Court, railed at the End towards the Pit. After
about thirty-five Minutes, being both againft the
Rails, and ferambling for a Fall, Brouc s Tox got

fuch
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fuch a Lock upon him as no Mathematician could
have devifed a better. There he held him by this
artificial Lock, depriving him of all Power of ri-
fing or falling, till refting his Head for about three
or four Minutes on his Back, he found himfelf re-
covering, Then loofed the Hold, and on fetting
to again, hc hit the Coachman as hard a Blow as
any he had given him in the whole Battle ; that he
could no longer ftand, and his brave contending
Heart, though with ReluGtance, was forced to yield.
The Coachman is a moft beautiful Hitter; he put
in his Blows fafter than BRoUGHTon, but then
one of the latter’s told for three of the former’s.

Pity—fo much Spirit {hould not inhabit a ftronger
Body !

SMALLWooD is thorough game, with Judgement
equal to any, and fuperior to moft. I know no-
thing SMALLwWooD wants but Weight, to {tand
againft any Manj end I never Knew him beaten
fince his fighting D1MMoCK (which was in his In-
fancy of Boxing, and when he was a perfect Strip-
ling in Years) but by a Force fo fuperior, that to
have refifted longer would not have been Courage
but Madnefs. If 1 were to chufe a Boxer for my

Mum-}'
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Money, and could but purchafe him Strength equal
to his Refolution, SMALLwOOD fhould be the
Man,

JAMEs I proclaim a moft charming Boxer. He
is deficate in his Blows, and has a8 Wrift as delighe-
fal to thofe who fee him fight, as it is fickly to
thofe who fight againft him., | acknowledge him
to have the beft Spring of the Arm of gl the
modern Boxers; he is a compleat Mafter of the Art,
and, as I do not know he wants a Bottom, I think
it a great Pity he {hould e beat for want of Strength
to ftand his Men, ' .

I have now gone through the Chara@ers of the
moft noted Boxers, and finifhed my whole Work.
As T could not praife all jn every Article, I muft
offend fome ; but if I do not go to Bed till every
Body is pleafed, my Head will ake as bad as Sir
Roger's. 1 declage that I have not had the leaft
Thought of offending throughout the whole Treatife,

and therefore this Peclaration fhall be my quiet
Draught.

Let me conclude with a general Call to the true
Britith Spirit, which, like purelt Gold, has no Al
K h}'.
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Jay. How readily would I encourage it, through the
moft threatening Dangers, or fevereft Pains, or Pledge
of Life itfelf! Let us imitate the glorious Example
we enjoy, in the faving Offspring of our King, and
bleffed Guardian of our Country. Him let us fol-
low with our keen Swords, and warm glowing
Hearts, in Defence of our juft Caufe, and Preferva-
tion of Britain’s Honour.




