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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

The writer of the following article, brother to the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Wilmington, Del., had occasion after
reading the report of the Committee on Chinese Immigra_
tion to write an article for the Catholic World on an entirely
different subject, in which, however, he took occasion to say
that in his opinion Catholics if as represented they joined
as a body in hounding down the Chimnese were doing not
only a wrong but an impolitic thing.

That article excited considerable talk, and letters have
been received at the office of the World both from those
who liked and those who disliked the merely incidental
mention of opinion therein made.

Having passed some time in California Mr. Becker natu-
rally felt a strong interest in her doings, and after reading
with great care the testimony in the above mentioned Re-
port wrote this article, intdnding it for publication in
the North American Review, but the columns of that maga-
zine being pre-engaged for the next two issues, and as its
publication atter that time would be too late to do much
good, it was sent to the present editor, who has thought best
to issue it in this form, believing its publication calculated
to do good, especially among co-religionists of Mr. Becker.

Mr. Becker has written hitherto solely on ecclesiastical
matters. He gives this as his contribution to the cause ot
Jight against foul oppression. The circumstances that caused
him to examine the question and write this article were
simply these: Among other books and documents sent out
by Senator Bayard was the “Report on Chinese Tmmigra-
tion.”” Mr. Becker had but the general idea which every
conscientious man does and every educated man should enter-
tain, i. e., a stern opposition to the abuse and oppression of
the helpless, and an unswerving belief in the sacredness of
treaty obligations. He has from 1862 to 1866 spent consider-
able time in California, Utah, Idaho and Nevada, where his
observation had been very favorable to the Chinese and of




4

a different sort with regard to their oppressors. Taking up
the book rather with a view of seeing again some of the
names that had once been familiar to him in California he
found occasion to join issue with some views expressed by
Rev. Messrs. Gibson, Brier, &c., and in the article in the
Catholic World of February controverted these views. In
the exordium he merely stated that if true, as asserted, that
the Catholics sided with might against right on the subject,
they deserved to be and would yet be lashed with whips of
scorpions. It was merely a casual remark, but the editor of
the World received any quantity of letters deprecating any
such statement as in the highest degree impolitic, affirming that
the writer did not know what he was talking about, ge., §e.,
usque ad nauseam.

Thereupon he read the whole Report, striving to discrimi-
nate the true and pertinent from the false and irrelevant, be-
came fully convinced where the truth lay, talled the matter
over with Bishop Becker—corresponded with Senator Bay-
ard on the subject, and put on paper the result.

And we commend it to the careful consideration of every
Christian and Patriot. '
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port of the Joint Special Committee to Investigate Chinese
Immigration. Washington, 1877.

In the month of July, 1876, a concurrent resolution was
roduced and carried in the Senate_and House of Repre-

msisting of three members from each house, to proceed to
e Pacific Coast, for the purpose of investigating the effect
d extent of Chinese immigration into this country. The
olution, of course, empowered the committee to procure
timony under oath; and the usual rigmarole was added
out ¢ uauthority to send for persons and papers.”” Few
e men nowadays faney for a moment that the man who
11 not, of his own accord, tell the truth, is likely to be sue-
sfully launched on the track of veracity by being put
n oath; and the success of late Congressional committees
procuring papers and in dealing with persons (when they
them face to face,) has not been such as to lead even the
rage member of Congress to regard this phrase as any-
ng more than * padding and filling in.” That committee
required to report to the next (the present) session of
mgress. It is a matter of no special interest to us who the
mbers of the committee were—our business is with their
k and the mode in which they performed it. We have
result of their labors in the 1287 4to pages before us.
xperience has, in our country, abundantly demonstrated
t both political parties have been, are, and wiil in all
an probability always be ready to pander to the last ex-
t to the prejudices of the ignorant, who are in all coun-
s a vast majority, and, in this of ours, have and make use
heir votes. Both Democrats and Republicans inserted an
i-Chinese plank in the platform of the last Presidential
paign. It is, therefore, not to be wondered at that the
ibers of this committee—men who make a profession of
tics—slould have come to the work as partisans, and
h mentally foregone conelusions. That they did so, is-
ifest by the animus of the questions, suggestions, interro-
ons and incidental remarks of the committee-men from
first business session. Tlhe meetings were held in San
ncisco, whose population has, to say the least, not won
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golden opiniors by the treatment that the Chinese have met
there. A vast majority of the witnesses in constant attend-
ance were municipal nuthorities of that city, whose outrage-
ous and inhuman laws against these poor people have been
again and again overruled—even by the Supreme Court of
their State—while State officials and committees of the Leg-
islature of California were not wanting, both ns witnesses an

advocates on the side of the oppressor. During the sessions,
these Jarge “anti-Coolie’’ clubs in San Francisco were send-
ing threatening letters to the employers of Chinese labor, and
a daily press, both the conscientious and the venal, brayed
and argued, ranted and talked, lied and asserted, as usually
happens when persons are excited. - 'We have all long known
that a Congressional Committee invariably divides oft by
parties on questions both of law and fict. Most men have
settled down in the belief that such committees have no ju-
dicial character whatever, consisting simply of two boards of
attorneys for the respective political parties; but in the case
Defore us, there being no issue between the political parties,
the board may be said to have been from first to last a pure-
Iy one-sided affair, though faint indications appear from time
fo time that at least one of the committee-men felt ashamed
of his role, thinking that perhaps industry, frugality, temper-
ance and submissiveness were not the strongest grounds on
which to frame an indictment against one-third of the human

ce.

In the teeth of what seems to us the vast preponderance of
evidence laid before them, (which is now before us and be-
fore the world), and which certainly would lead many minds
to far different conclusions, this committee rings all possible
changes upon the utterly unproved fact, that deadly riots are
likely to occur among the Celestials, owing to local hostilities
previously existing in China—dwells upon the admitted fact
that the Chinese in this country still largely retain their
original costume and habits in food and mode of life, and in-
veighs against the frugality which enables the Chinaman to
live and save money on wages which, lamentably enough, is
insufficient for the needs of the white man, who deems it in-
cambent upon him to do his level best towards patronising
the saloons. The Committee does not hesitate to speak of
the existence of the Chinese in the Pacific States asa * terri-
ble seourge,” winds up by recommending that the Exocutive
take measures for modifying the existing treaty with China,
confining it to strictly commercial purposes, and that Con-
gress legislate to restrain the great influx of Asiatics into
this country. They deliberately suggest to Congress that if
this questson be not now promptly met, it will have, within
a quarter of & century, to be confronted on the banks of theo
Ohio or the Iudson. ~ They darkly hint that Republican in-
stitutions are imperilled by the prospective immigration
Chinese, and forecast for us the gloomy prospect that the ex-
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istence of Christian civilization among the hoodlums of Cali-
fornia is menaced by the “ heathen Chinee.” For these
bonorble Senators and Represent:
that confidence in the vitality of Ch
Brigham Young in that of Morm
: the suggestion that the completi
; road would cause the disintegration of the religion of Joe
: Bmith, he torsely obsorved that if would be @ — poor re-
Uiglan 3 i oould ¢ siand ond raflrent§ ™ o, flokbE thelr-bo-

‘tense porsonal roalizution of the practical importance of the
plun of mivation opened up under the Christian dispensation
‘eansed the Committee to overrate the magnitude :}Jﬁn dan-
that threaten the true religion. But, gentlomen, surely
capnot be well for men so highly placed to express and
give way to such craven fears, since weaker brethren, taking
such dicta as sound, may be led to think that Christianity,
Jike the Pennsylvania iron trade, is a fosble growth, for the
nurture heavy tariffs, as well as careful diserimina.
tions ngainst all rival products are absolutely necessary.

Now eix gentlemen do not travel from Washington to San
Francisco—ocenpy rooms ut the Palace Hotel, (rooms A and
B were devoted, for more than & month, to the mere services
of that i ploy & Secretary— witnesses,
and print snch & voluminons report, Without its eosting a .
very considemble sum of money. The mon
‘ the money of the people. Times are and b
ingly bard, and the proportion of the very poor to the en-
\ tire popnlation hns, at o period of our history, been so

reat as now, What has beeu gained by this cxpedition ?
‘hat is there to show for it 7 Of course the reader (should
the Report find readers) can lay no stress on tho bighfalutin
but very indefinite talk of the members, touching “melli-
gent™ and “adequately paid labor.”” Vagne terma like these
‘are not expected to befool any but the rabble ; and they will
need to elligent indeed, who do not
those who indulge in such
whieh i itself by no mea
‘ E‘;‘ point in connection with the mnch mootad question of
inese Immigrtion been made clearer to the mind of &

# singlo eastern resident, by the labor of this committes ¥
: Our own deliberate answer would be, that the gwme has not

been worth the candlo, and thet the money spent npon the

_ committee and the committee’s report has beeu vselesly ex-

pended.  What Congressional Committee (there have
severnl within the couple of years) cver failed to bring
in & report on the side for which & majority of its members
hiad been previously contending? Have 5-;'..: all been
: foregone_conclusions, from the earliest one in our national
history, down to the Electoral Committes 7 A fortiori, this
coutaiuing essentially no discordant elements, cven in o
saw just what it wanted to see, suw nothing elso, and

s




in accordance. But the membars might just ns well
‘bave reported before leaving Washington, and would have
Toported just the same thing that they now do.

Considering the length of time during which the eivilizod
pations of the earth have called thomselves Christians, and
accepted a Bevelation, which distinetly informs us, on
anthority, that * God hath made of oue blood il nations to
dwell on the faco of the earth ;" we have assuredly been
vory slow in withdrawing ourselves from tho habits mnd
mori{a, of the Pagans, both in thonght and action. The,
nzed to designato foreigner and foe by the same word,
deemed all who wére not their l\nmug{otu, to be barbarians.
But, notwithstanding tho manifest reluctance with which
the nations gave up the notion that the foroigner ws ma
salely to be ballied and plundered, yet they did give it up
just in npmponimuu they became generally imbued with the
truth of the Christian religion. Thongh itbe but lately that
the last vestiges of the “droit d’aubaing have been abolished,
even in the foremost Christian countries of Europe, yet that
result has finally been accomplished, and the civil position
of a forciguer in England or in France is now, in no r
different from that of a native, sive as to tho right to vote

to be voted for. DBut, in earlier centurics, and for seve-
ral hundreds of years, no forcigner could hold real estate,
could make |wﬁl,0r inherit property ; and they were, at
the sume time, subject to all m of vexations, taxations
and restrictions, liable at any time to be unceremantonsly
expelled the realm, undor form of law—to be mobbed by
the natives for griovaneces real or fancicd, and in the évent
of & war betweon their own nation and that in which they
resided, their goods were at once confiscated, and themselves
summarily cast into prison. One by one, aud in different
centuries, these laws and usaj became o dead letter, or
was abrogated ; nor will it .n?:is' that the nation
that enacted the notorious “ Penal Laws,” was the slowest
and most reluctant to give them up, it being only in 1870
that the last disability was repealed by the English Parfia-
ment, and forcigners allowed to bequeath and ‘inherit like
‘British subjects. Even stolid Turkey had long before dono
awny with the wretched “droil d'aubains.”

But it would seem that-in the English speaking coun-
triss tho population has a4 yet been by no means' chris
tianised, or even civilized up to the level of the laws. Cali-
fornia has, for over twanty yoars, been acting towa
Chincse in the spirit of pganism, and this committes recom-

mends, in the report before us, that the boasted govern-
ment of the United States should retrograde some fifteen

1
' blaasted farriner, "eave han ‘all brick ut 'im," oo
veys tho fecling with which, at Joust, the lowsrranks in
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England are satorated. Our own abominable “alien &nd
-ufnion lnws™ of the pre-revolutionary period, proves t

the leaven of paganism was still strong among men who
stood high among freedom’s champions, and_should have
known better than to battle for the wrong. The “N;
Amorican” excesses of 1844, and the “Know Nothing™ cas

paign of 1855, teach us that the substrutum of the commo-
B y is still quite ready to abuse the foreigner merely because

romnant of barbarism and pagamy. With many men of
much roading and refloction, it s unfortunately, not a ques-
tiom either of onviction ar of stout, stolid, ignorant
prejudica. With sach, it is most frequently a mero question of
solt-interest, that interest being to howl ioifh the wolre
if it could bo made maifest that a large number of eitizens
bad, howover fulsely, gotten it into their heads that the He-
brew (or any other li\h.'?ﬁc} population of the United States
were given to clandestine foeding npon kidnapped babios,
there woull be found plotty of men, who, secing thereby a
ehaned of office or other politieal ad vancement, woull pander
to that fulse belick, knowing its flsity, and work like law-
yori to prove the poor Jews guilty.

Ka(ww!nmnding the existeuce of the views referred to, in
the minds of certain clnsses of the community, and though,

wi

lse may have been), what with the

questions that arose subsequent to Lee's der, and the
othorwise sufficiontly vexed state of the polities of t
try, there has been, of lute years, in what Californians are
wont o call * the States,” no attompt at seiting natives and
foreigners by tho oars. Tt is too soon aftor the rebellion for
renewing the spurious cry, Pt nane bl Americans on guard
to-nig) That Morga would not bo gaod enaugh, ain the
bability wonld be largely against siccess in an election
under such anspices. What the next twenty
Inn may do, remains . our own part, wo
ope—nay, we almost believe, that roligion and civilization,
thut morulity and education are progressing too rapidly ta
i d i 10 approximate

of p
mendations fram manifold committees of Congress to causa
n and real conscience—the

us to 'l-g:l'an; Jaith in the :

tful middle classes of this mtry ; at any rate,
m not bid the devil ",mi'.:"m....--?m wo -gmlly
‘moet him,
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But in California itself, which has boen ours for not th
unny yoars, which has, a8 yet, but few veters
soil—where all were, in the begiuning, foreigners in m
tain sense, it being vnry doubtful whether the actual for
not, p- ,,f years largely outnumber those
tha United Bates and when it
qull] have been hl-'ll'\{ilmnmc'mul at least in the early
s, to attemptiany legislation against “foreignens’ us such ;
A T it n«'ﬁ..:..:, froza =
Chinamen of the extreme southern proy of Canton, heard
of thy discovery of gold 1n Culilornis, and, during 18, '49
and 50, large numbers of them entored the Golden Gate,
joined in the search for the precions metals, and thoogh
abused and maltreated, ss the physieally and numerical
weak always aro by such a population, still, there would
seom, in the first yurs, to have existed .m..a n(l t preju-
dice against them, which has subseque up, or
been excited fuctifiously, since the ot Jny 1851 On
the 8th December, 1850, the 011 ese for
and by fur the most imy
bonor of the admission mmi into the union of States,
Bo encournzed were the cceas of their vaulum,
that they joined their in ulﬂ hs
could of splendor to the Mllhl‘llll)ll of the o g
.lu]; People talked largely at that time, of trade with
ina, of making San Francisco the tea mart of the world,
my, even of raising tea, rice and silk in Califoruia,
assistance of the natives. If not lar, the Chinsman was.
certainly not, as yet, bitterly dishked. The era of Ixelvm{
& stone at sight of Joho Chinamun bad not yet arrived
Half grown lioys had not_yet bogan to make a business of
shying niissiles at Lim. g el g .nﬁ,I‘m||m on
it

tho poiat, bat t within the ra that at
that time a San Francisco policoman would have tequniﬁ‘l
to pravent hls being Ahlmﬁd.* Those were Ja haleyon

o has nover since joined in @ political demor

stration \Mlh his_California neighbors ; has been obliged

(at any = uueﬂ 1:{5.:1 to keap himself, on all such occas
the way

in paper ; |ﬂy are said, on l.hmuua:llm,l-n
‘many smaller oues, a huge transparency with this Jog
miore waihee; pper mu..rm Blioan man, gioe him b

80, it was the Just public demonstration in which
the California celestials lave entured to indulge.

T Wekad maither it grown bas mer poliosen.—{EUITOR.
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the exhaustion of the surfaco diggings, or to put it
fifornia parkunce, o soon ns ** prospeetiug got played out,
never very gennine, and ahvays selfish gnsh of the wi
habitants over the Chinese cénsed at onee. It becams
fest that the Chinaman could and did suit himself to

i that he

%, 83 domostic servants of all sorts. S0 sober, so obodien
punctaal and reliable were they, that those who employe
them would have no others. By’ these qualitics and a supe-
or deftnoss, they soon got hokd of the business of the cigar-
akers, Temnants of misfit carpet and strips of sole
eather, they made and sold slippers at 50¢. the pair which
he noble Caucassian wonld not deign to make for less than
1.50. But the noble race bought the cheaper slipper, and
lifornia. ceased to import shppers from Franes, The
oolen mills were then i their infiney in San Francisco,
ind the employés would get drunk; would keep blus
onday” and mauy other blue duys; insisted upon such high
ages that the nascent industry stood 1o show of sucoess,
hile the workmen varied performances by going on occa
onal strikes by way of eslivening the business prospect.
hinamen were  then employed, who were always on hand,
wvariably sober, contented if they received the wages prom-
i, and they soon proved themselves adepts in the art of
nipuluting the wool at every stage, from the fleece to the
rest manutactured article. Employers are not slow to per-
eive their own wants, nor more unlikoly than the rast of the
orld to suit themsclves, and thus the Chinese uhways found
pl , while their sullen i
o miners by this time hated the Chinaman) refuse work no-
at their trade (if they had one)—prospected vaguely and
f course unsnecessfully over the country, and wore lurgely
be found playing * poker,” or practising at the bar of the
loons.  “ Say, usa half 7" began to bo a not unnsnal
Clothes grow soadi ilapi
bile the occasional sight of Johu's (overy
lod Jobn in California) neatly clad figure on his way to or
m his work added fucl to the smonldering indignation of

his inferior) meraly for being in-
The female honse.servant had
with s high hand.  Peaple
mo tired of her—her waste, her nirs, her claims, her
demands in the matter of wages. 1i was soon found
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out that John was ready to step quietly in—do her wark sl
isfactorily to master and mistress, perform hfully all he
was ordered to do, and all this far more savingly than the
females had ever dove it, while he clims but abont two-
num‘gwl:lrmz was * down on” him,
and inex-

P < b
Baxon, (not one in nm, o them b 1) malo and fomale.
Bince then it has boon & 0 on the one
side, and a quiet, canning, submissive avoidance of trouble
on the pnn of the
Bki ¢ nurtared, more especially on the eve of eleetions,
agogues who have an ax to grind by
outrages and frequent murders have
been |mr‘\el|‘!ntl on this inoffensive ruee; and thongh there
38 usually a Jull in the intervals betwoen the local and ofher
canvasses, the sore always exists, linble to break out on but
slight provoeation, which provocation, Ila\ne\er, both the
m.mm; Sukml and the facts otherwise known justify us in
s 10 haa e ok 1 ety IS

Jestial.

“Tha writer has himself scen ontrages pnblicly perpotrated
upon @ in the streets of San F Franciseo, ealculated to
muke one’s blood boil within him.  We bave all read some-
thing of the treatment which ﬂ..:u,- poor pcn ple experienco
in that city and th { out Ca at the hunds (we will
n}) of bays and les ellows of mu bcm.r mr( Dare they

do th n.re-ue lly in opposition to n_public sentimoat worth
) Who ever eard of a huadlars boing arrsstidy
wtill Joss ';-\I\Mhml for abusing a Chinaman ? 1t is clearl
and uneontrudictedly in evidenee in this Report, that lmmg

of men uml boys used to make it their business to Hrelc the
ey sat |.e|.|mly

new| Chinamen
lmdd’ml in the expresswagons on thioi
to the caravansorui of the speciul
looked fur cure and advice; nor w
thing to see them lifted ont scnmlu-« al wi roken heads.
Had a m o ul’ the outrages practiced with impu
i l\eﬂa perpetrated Il|m|\ -
.A Vlmllll be but
¥ d foel
jot by w, o mmponsu ion for
and the britality of our citizens.
sck oEghN ques-
asscrtion that
¢ its report wllhm\l
ppens that thong!
ny a reat de
therly jrect TiglaipPind s thoroughly ez parie a8
i.hu lnlwlu ld’ llw gentlemen before whom it was taken, yota
portion of it, u cousidersbla portion, aud probably Wit on

any unnsual
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which an observant reader will feel inclined to lay most
#tross, was manifestly neither looked for nor gracionsly re-
‘eeivad by the Committee, and tells in very plain words some
wvery stubborn fucts. The men who give this telkimnnb!cm

fing

men of weight in the community, many of them
i

*40crs. They are neither State nor municipal politicians,
mor are they policeman or officials in anti-Coolie clubs.
From these varions elasses we have evidence usque ad naus
seam, but its malignity is 8o patent ns to defeat itself; and
even whare the qmbzﬂn!ily seems favorable to its truth, wo
eannot help but doubt the statements, or ut least ask for fur-
and better proof. Physicians rarely show to advautm
when meg testimony on their own specialty, and
book they contradict each other at all points. * A California
savant has managed to  ring in” upon the Cammitten qoite
& voluminous essay, printed in the appondix among a groat
deal of other extraneous matter. His subject is, « T'he
of the Chinese race, its early migrations, the philosophy of
ment, ., fe.," matters, which even if woll treat
had about as much to do with the sulject in b
sertation of the great wall ;" and handled as it is, reminds
one of nothing so much as an unusually wearisome
point] in the of the Smithsoniun Tnsti-
tute, ics, from the total number of
Chinese in the Flowery Land down to the number of Chineso
Prosicaten tn Ban Francisco, or the total number of eonverted
estials in Californiu, we hare so many, so widely diver-
gont, ikl snch wild guesses, that it is evident most of the
Partios talking know, of their own edge, nothing at all
1n the promises and had nccess to poor data for accurate
oas-work.  In the testimony of somo of the witncssos thero
o manifest undercurrent of a strong desire to be candid,
coupled with an equally evident fear of the loss of publie
sentiment. One of the witnesses showed the Committos &
threatening letter, ordering him to leare the State forthwith,
the reason mignml being that he had in his iestim

mnn favorably of the Cliinese. During the sessions of the
imitteo, at least threo distinet and aggravated oot

wpon Chinamon took plice in San Franciseo, sufficiently
serious to be reported in the daily prints, though, of eourse,
nobady was arrestod, much less punished in' eon
Tt may, thercfors, be pleaded in mitigati
forum, that “ moro by good luck than good a
contains matorial which will help a person who
upon the Pacific Const, and had personal acqu
the Chinesc, in coming to n rational conelusi
tor at issue.  Moro than this cannot ba said for it.

ments were made by their respective attorneys,

on behuHt of the State; 24, on the part of the municapality
of San Francisco; amd 3d, from the standpoiut of the Antls
Chinese Union, which seemed to be a sort of Grand
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of the various Anti-Coolie Clubs. Tt is, by the way, a sting-
iing sarcasm upon the innate tendency of the human race to
persecution, that the numes of the Prosidents of the thres
Anti-Conlie Clubs of San Francisco before the Committea
et, together with the sor-
v i Califormia. now lending
its irepressible energy to this unchristion and inhuman
‘hounding down of tho Chincse, would go far, (if anything
coulil.) to reeoncile us to the thought of their o Feri
in the days when a price was set on the head of
on that of o wolf. They are now using the self-s
about other human beings, of which they complained so bit-
some fifty years ago, thoy were atyled in the
iament, * Alicns in blaod, aliens in language and
11 the views which they now advocite
fic Coast had prevailed Y!ut, they would
themselves never have been admitted into the conntry,
which we camot, hilp but think they aro by this action of
theirs doing all in their power to disgrace. The opening
speech on belalf of the State was a sufficiently temperate
roduction, laying down nothing bot what tho speaker
ncied he coukl prove, diselaiming all srmpathy with the
infumous cluss legislation to which the Chineso have beon
1l eschewing any desire for their total exclusion
on from our shores. . A eonscientious man, some-

what misinformed sbout the facts, hut thoroughly
‘meaning, might readily have made all the stitements therein
contained; ot least, he might have done so previous to the

tal of the testimony.

ot 80 with the speech in bebalf of the municipality. For
at least twenty years past, there has been in San Francisco &
certain member of the bar, whose only el to notico is the
“cheek’ and persstency with which he has kept himself
‘before the public by means of this subject—to whom it has
been as the breath of his nostrils; and by eonstant and iterate
ventilation of it, we believe he ever attained the sublime
dignity of Attorney-General of Californ hoover will
take the troable to read any twenty Jines of his specch at
random, will find :mlplnll;lmf that he is not a scholar. If
any half puge of it be read in connection with the testimony
on the eorrosponding points, it will be seen that the politician
always remaina troe to his instinets of untrothfulness. As is
usually the case with iguorant, halffledged men who have
‘bad a certain sort of material success in life, or guined that sort
of notoriety which they are apt to mistake for appluase, he is
an infidel, which is bad enongh. Bat worse still, tlis man
is a llyl;lwril.a withal, for in the offort bofore us, he prates
about religion, inveighs against the -\%wirm of the Chinese,
the reluctant dEle'h:mmmen o} their nee to the
cter of Californians. But he 1s not even what
he would call “smart,” he forgets his role, for he writes,

or expn
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and allows to go on record in print, the following with
her simllar sontimete:

ST batiers chal thy TAbaade Rase'mo souls to sare, and if they
have, that they are not warch the saving.” There is a gennine
Christian charucter for you; and of his Biblical and Theo-
Jogical information, we cull the following ehoies morsel from
l'lm same speech:

“ T'he Divine wisdom has said that he would diride the coun-
zz ‘e the mwori s the heritage of fire great families; rinl io
blacks Hr oul dalm Africa; to the red man He would girs
He wouli give to the yrﬂom races. He in-
nmm Mr :Irlfrmmuwn not only fo our
oton inkeritance, but fo have stolen from e m! man America;
and it is now sctiled that the Saron, American or European
gup: of families, the white race, is to haee the inkeritance of
‘and America, and that the yellow races of China are fo
o sorgnad 1o il Ty RIS sy i) Es i
they are not a favored people, they are nol fo be permitted to
steal from us what we have robbed the Ameriean savage of.”

Could anybody desire finer Biblical excrcises, more lncid
ethnography, or a more accurnte knowledge of the decrees
of God? Coald these articles when discovered, be dished up
by g :m!lnr\r] brain in such * hoigth of foine English in-

toirely He never for an instant Lalks at asserting for fact
whll is nM wl}’ unpmved by the evidence, but even again
nnll :\-mn distinctly asseverates as true, that which his own

o utfrly Uaprotad.. In. the' pvoree. G SN
|||s suggests that while some think “it would be
wise cet the Chinaman with the Gospel,” he l|1l|lkn thn
“n pﬁ\mg stone would be the proper weapon. ving
‘been mid by some witness that Yung Wing, (4 otin
who has spent mast of his I our country, and is an
L. L. ID. of Yale College,) was likely to be appointad Clinese
Minister to the U. S, and that ho had said he thought it
likely that China would demand reparation for various out-
mges conmitted upon tho Celestialy o Culifornis, this
erator of ours janntily observes,
Ko doubt he lnmr-hl he was saying a witty thi mdnud
it probably wonld pass both £r wit and argament in an
Auti-Coolie meeting. Again, when & very respectable wit-
ness (a clergyman, whose testimony ho was porverting,)

i e xao

sodately tells him, + 1 did not sy o, [ sid ot T
ho impudently retorts, o be insulting,
Tevare o umie touzhy for a pru.vt i Tike causg ko wlvo:

cate. B would prefer

lhlmvnr, and if luenhmuom are m be lhnm upon us at

public expense, most of us would prefer them from &
man wpublu of wn g English.

The ve of the Anti-Chineso Union adopts
haﬂ,-thn umlmmunfbmh the previous ndﬂrmus,muml!
adding a lament over (white) labor and its distresses in Cali-
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fornis, (owing, in s of inion, to_the presence of the moon-
eyed colestiule), and the necessity for ita protection. 1is

ument is simply o reiteration of the clap-trap which we,
on thia eide of the continent, have Leen in the habit of hear-
ing regularly on the introduction of overy new labor saving
‘machine, from the reaper down to the Singer and Wilsun—
from the first introduction of forsign labor of any kind in
eny neighborboed, down to the last emeute abont Italisn
Jabor ot the Brooklyn boulevards. 8o often and thoroughly
have these views been exploded, that they v er i
sava among the Bradlaugh a oF then.
the followors of Raoul KRegault in France, m
Coolie Clubs in Culifornia, Bot, & eomparatively
number of narrow-minded men, well kept in hand by a few
brawlin are guite P 10 1 a
Teign of terror anywhere, and have manifestly sncceeded in
searing many of the more sensiblo inhabitants of the Capital
of the Pacifie. 1s it not a little strange that the threo attor-
neysof the Anti-Coolic Clubs insist beforo the committes
that they have neither right or desire to diive ont the
Chinese ulready here? They know us well as we, that tha
ollowing is part sud parcel of the articles of association of
every single elub of the kind in California, viz :

«Tts abjeets are ta protect the people of the United Stafes from
the degrading influcnee of Clhinese labor in any Yorm ; 10 diss
courage and stay any further Chmese immigration, and lo come
pel the Chinese Jiving in the Uniled States to, wilhdraw from
the country.”

We purposely avoid, as far sa possible, the mention of
pames, which is ouly ealenlated to make what shoald be &
contest of fisct and argument degencrate iuto ﬁmnl bicker-
ing. But the two gentlemen who appeared boforo this coms.

o mittea on the side of the oppressed, and in opposition to the
madness 1hat seems to rule the hour, at least in San Francisco,
deserves Ligh credit, not only for the ability with which
thay prescuted their ease, but for the necessarily involved

1 i any political aspiratoius which they ma
otherwise have cherished. Tgnoranca =

judico relentless, the mob despotic, »
m who runs connter to its aims. If, as we have no reason
1o doubt, these gentlemen performed the work as a matter
of duty, und becanse they believed themselvas right, they
Tave that satisfaction to which no other is comparable, viz =
proud consciousuess of having battled manfully against
sumbers, prejodice and threats, for a weak people who had
@0 other liclpers. x
Points upou which great stress is laid by those who faver
tha expulsion of the Chinese, It;ar, whatever may be a:;d.h b‘:
mw{l anxious to make a good impression, -
x:ﬁu of the movement, are these :
1st. That the Cliueso come bither under contracts of
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Iabor for a long term of years ; in short, that they are slaves

a term.

ad. That they do not come to live and die here, and that
do not become attached to our institations. G

§d. That they are vilely immoral in China, that infunti-
cide is common, and p tion a reputable profession.

4th. That by working at lower rates than the whites,
they prevent white immigration to the Pacific Coast.

5th. it the portion of the city in which they live, is
dilapidated and filthy.

8th. That the Chinese women in California, are almost
fnvariably prostitutes.

Tth, That, owing to the crowded eo
tial Empire, the Mongolians will, unless prevented, overflow
tho whole coast.

&th. ‘That large numbera of white people are now Tiving
in Culifornia in poverty and distress, being unable to find
employment becanse o Chiiese sompofitio.

@ at once_scen that these points again ramify into
ons, and many other assertions are made against
s an immigrant. It will be impossible, with-

n article, for us to do more
cursorily the above poiuts in the light of the
gvidence before the committee.

That the Chinese often, perbaps in most cases, bor
row the money in order to pay their pussage to this conntry,
docs y the evidencs to aduit a of doubt;
but this is imply an amount of money which they owa as in-
dividunls, and vory far from being a certain namber of years’
service. Every Kind of testimony hias been received on that
point, and u bitter and determined offort mada to make ouk
the Chi: of Culifornia  set of actual « coolies,” in the
samse in which that word is applied to those who are kept in
the baracoons of Macao till 0 can be procured for Cal
Tao or Ilavana. But it requires simply the alility to road
and not even t ighi mony, to see that the effort

1y creditable to the Chinesa
that their ob wal) should be of such valuo
smong theic compatriots as to indnce the advance of this
moucy, which must, in outfit, pasage and allowances to
those left bebind, amonnt at least to $150 in eacl . Wo
are civilized and christian—there is about us no taint of the
wheathen Chince”—and yet oar people might vuinly canvass
the monied men of oor principal ¢ities with a view fo having
their transportation expenses to Culifornin or to Australia
advanced on what would be felt to be so slim 8 security.

Qne of the witnesses expressed his feeling somewhat point-

adly on that matter when he said, “1f the teachings of Pa-

3l make such honest men na 1 find the Chinumen to be,
think serionsly of becoming o Pagan myself.” They urg

‘ot bound to work a aenai:fmgzh of time, but simply to re-

t of weighing




fund n cortain sum of moncy. “The Chinese eoms hers
voluntarily in every case, except tha women whoare brought
here for vile purposes; and every nnemployod Chinsman is
to-day open to a personal and individnal engugement to work
for any man who will have him. ITe agrecs personally for
the terms, receives the wages, and may break the bargain
whon e likes” When large numbers of laborers are re-
quired, the Chinese, owing purtly to_ignormuce of our lan-
gunge, und still moto largely to suspicion of our dishonosty,
ehoose 1o allow some Chinaman to take the entire job when
it is heavy, 80 that he may bo responsible for their wages
whether the white man breaks coutract or not. Those of
them who have become Christians assert unanimonsly that
none of their countrymen come to this conntry under term
contructs of labor, and that the individuals are perfectly free
in their disposal of their purposcs and services. Thousands
Chinese honse-servants weokly receive their wages
of them as they please. There never has boen &
eticle of evidence before the Courts in any eonnty of Cal
i to-prove that & singlo individual of the Chineso popu-
Tation was u sluve, as regards the disposal of his la Mis-
sionarics, Consular ngents, those who have traveled in China,
know the peopla in Califoruin, have studied the language,
and have thereby the best chunce of knowing whercof they
affirm, assert that they are in no seose slaves, except in the
sense of being, whon they first land, unskilled menial labor-
ers. Admitted, then, that many of them borraw money for
the purpose of reaching California, in what respect do they
differ from most white cmigrants to the United States, or for
that matter, from many emigrants from the States to Cali-
fornia, save in the greater confidence that scems to be re-
posed in them. One witnass, one too who by lis position
should have been s respectuble man, deliberately charges
, their fidelity to such an engagement as a disgrace, statos
that the snperior race would, and iutimates that the Chiness
should repudiate any such debt, and says that if *they
Tvew enoggh ™ they would never pa.
In short, any man accustomed to the hearing of testimony
will be surprised to know how, in the face of ull that goes to
show their entire freedom, any ono shonld have the effrontery
werse chargs. As individuals, they make
ot their money, leave at the end of any
lcase them, and when liired in ga
sunt with the boss and holds the bosa

eeps his
res| Ll Jl]m) are not slaves, because they act cach
man for Limself independently, and look out for their own
interesta with great care. Of the whole 130 witnesses, thoro
are but three who testify differently; and it is quite palpable
that one of them is, for some reason, simply boiling over
with batred against the Pacific Mail Steamship Company,
which be thinks it possible to injure in this way;
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gecond has a crow to pluck with our American Consular ser-
vice in China, while the position of a third, diseredited as
he is both as to persons, things, and his own position in
China, is certainly not enviable; nor would the circumstances
or attainments of any one of them make him a reliable wit-
in the premises. Forty pages on end might be filled with
testimony from this report, which would, however, at the
end only multiply the sworn statement: “No Chinaman
who ever came to this country is a slave in any other sense
than that in which every poor man is a slave por hae vice to
the person who loans him money which he feels bound to re-
pay, or to the man who farnishes him labor. And this only .
refers to the poorest of those who come—to the mere agri-
cultural laborers—since the merchants and artisans of course
pay their own way.”

2, 6. Most of our readers-have a general idea that the
Chinese have not been, in California, treated over and above
well, and with that their information probably ceases. Once
in a while, they may have heard of a very severe outrage,
bat by the time such a case has permeated to the east, the
salient points of its atrocity have been smoothed down, even
when care has not been exercised at first in keeping the full
facts from the general public. Withont cumbering this
article with particulars, which those who wish can get from
the evidence, let it suffice to say that these miserable peo-
{:!e have been, for the last twenty years, the almost invaria-

ly unresisting objects of unprovoked attack and bratal
maltreatment, both individnally and in a collective capacity,
ranging in grade from assault and battery in the street, up
to cold blooded murder, or that a vast majority of witnesses,
testify that no attempt was made, gs a rule, to arrest the
assailants, and that it is on testimony that “no jury can be
found in Calitornia, to hang a white man for murdering a
Chinaman.”” Would it not, under these circumstances, be
very strange if they did become attached to our institutions?
It is proved thut they are very much averse to appearing
before our Police Courts, where they have learned by ex-
perience, that for them, arrest and convietion are almost
synonomous terms, and they, therefore, for the most part,
arbitrate their difficulties among themselves, before the
representatives of some one of the “Six Companies,” to one
of which, all of them belong, and which seem % be benevo-
lent societies similar to the St.George's, the St. Andrews’s, the
@Germanin, among forcigners, or to the New England Society
among our own people. They are taxed to support our
schools, but peremptorily refased admission to their privi-
leges ; while their anxiety to avail themselves of the chance
for education, is shown, not only by the efforts they have
put forth in the direction of the public fucilities, but by the
roll-call of 8500 in the various Mission Sunday and class
schools of the different associations maintained by the various
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sects for the purpose of evangelizing them. Abundant wit-
nesses testify that no other foreign }mpu[ation strive so ha
with as little encouragement, to learn our language, laws
and customs. “If the right to citizenship depended solely
on knowledge of our Im:gnafe, laws and a good moral charac-
ter on the part of the individual applicant, numbers of China-
men would ask for naturalization papers, and would have a
right to them.” 1 have heard,” says a gentleman before
the committee,  many Chinamen say ¢we want to become
citizens but they will not let us; How can we become citi-
zens when the laws will not allow us ’ ”’  Another 8ays,
and his evidence is of a piece with the preponderance, ¢ If T
had to come into the United States and be treated as I have
scen the Chinese, I certainly should have but little admira-
tion for the religion or the institutions under which such
outrage was possilble.”

Though weuk as a palliation even if true, it has been said
that these assaults and these annoyances spring mostly from
the ebullient prejudices of the hoodlum class, fanned ‘into a
flame about clection times by politicians who want to mako
political capital thereby. But the assaults and injuries com-
plained of are too persistent and too continuous—the failure
to punish too constant for any one to accept such plea in
palliation.  Besides, what is to be said of thelaws called
the “foreign miners’ tax,” “the quene ordinance,” *tho
cubic air law,” “the laundry tax,”—all aimed against thoe
Chinese and not even attempted to bo enforced against any
others—so whntouly unjust that even the most manifestly rabid
chinaphobist witnesses are ashamed of tlem; that the State
Courts of Californid have in many instances adjudged them un-
constitutional, and that the very attorneys in this investigation

shun openly to espousdthem.” These enactments were mado

in cold blood—carried out, many of them, for years—and
display a fiendish malignity of causeless hate worthy of the
foulest demons. By the “foreizn miners’ act,” passed in
the spring of 61, no one not a citizen or having declared his
intention to become such, (Califorma Judiciary excepted,)
was allowed to engage in the operation of mining for gold or
silver before paying a tax of $4 per month. This was the
lowest amount, but it varied so as to be, at different times
and places, $6, 8, 10 and 20 per month. Of course all others,
if called. ongfor such tax, at once said they were citizens, or
went straightway and declared their intentions. No tax was
ever gathered or expected to be collected out of any but the
Chinese, and the Chinaman had no remedy. He could not
declare his intentions, for the law precluded him, and that
tax bas been, until a few years ago, regularly extracted from
the Chinaman just according to the greed aid caprice of the
deputics in the different countics. The “quene ordinance
makes it lawful to cut off the queuc of the Chinaman sen-
tonced for any offence in a polico or other court, and when
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it is borne in mind that the Chinaman is looked upon as dis-

graced who has lost his queue, we leave the reader to imagine

the horror of such a wanton mautilation. No one makes a .
retence that this was aimed at any others than the Chines

'E‘o do so would be to stultify onesself.

v -

It is not contended for a moment that there was a
single arrest of a white man under the ordinance. Tho
laundry ordinance is a jewel in itself. Individual Chinamen
have little washhouses all over the city of San Francisco and
carry the clothes of their customers to and fro in baskets.
Now Chinamen know, for the most C}nart, nothing about a

horse or a vehicle drawn by one, and our honest and just
City Fathers passed a law that all laundeymen having a
two-horse vehicle should pay $2 per quarter, those having
but one horse should pay $4, and those that carried clothiny
in a basket, using Shank's mare, should pay §15 per quarler,
‘We channot go over all the t yrannical and oppressive meas-
ures cnacted. These are quite enough to show the animus
and to serve as a sample.
It is more than likely that the inducing cause of immigra-
tion on the part of the Chinese is a desire to improve his
condition and wish to makehmoney. In this respect he is
exactly like the rest of the human family—like the foreign-
ers who come hither from Europe, and like our own people
who went out in the early days to California. It is, doubt-
less, all very pretty and poetical to talk of immigration for
the purposes of becoming a citizen of & new commonwealth,
assist in spreading the area of freedom; but we know that
such is not the moving cause in one case out of a million.
It was with pleasure that we saw the response of a present '
olitician and former Governor of California to some of tho
alsely based questions put to witnesses on this issue. Ques.—
“ With what intention do the Chinese come?” Ans—I .
suppose the same as we all came here—to make money."
Ques.—* Do they come here to make a home—to becomo
citizens, as you did 2" Ans.—*“ When I came to Californis
I did not come for any such purpose ! Had the first white
immigrant to California, or in any other region, found them-
selves met by a hostile population and hLostile laws; had
they been beaton on the streets, robbed and plundered by
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saperior numbers. diseriminating taxes enforced against
them under - ! “hemselves refread ritizenship
wnd their <
lics ~
“ A

st e
the Chinese are no. - oo e,

the immortality of the soul, are obedient to « ., FEVETO
their parents, entertain strong affections for their families,
support hospitals and charitable institutions. That they are
equal to Christians in any of these respects we do not believe,
though it mist be admitted that the evidence of those who
would seem to have had the best opportunity to know them
both in China and here is very strong in their favor, To
give even an abstract of that evidence would take up too
mnch space, and we can only refer to the Report for it.
“They are the most industrious people I ever saw. All
classes are expected to labor, and a man would be taken up
for begging if he was able to work.” 4This is the testimony
-of an American Minister to China, and the bitterest enemies
of the Chinaman admit his industry to the fullest extent.
“T never saw,” says another witness, “but one Chinaman
drunk in my life, and him I saw in China.” ’

It might reasonubly be supposed that an industrious and
sober people cannot De, as it is charged against the mongols,
vilely immoral. But they are not Christians, still less
saints. There exists such a thing as foeticide amongst na-
tions called Christian. It may have oceurred to some minds
that our own cities are not quite clear of the *social evil,”
and Mormonism, with its polygamy, does not exist so far
from San Francisco as to be altogether unknown in Califor-
nia. But we lay no stress on the fu quogue argument, pre-
ferring to take the exact views of the best informed witnesses
on the points at issue, and they are these :

“The standard of morals in China_is better and higher
than that of any other heathen nation in the world. They
are very fond of their children, and have a profound respect
for age and learing.”

“Hven with all the hue and cry against them in San

1
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Franciseo, they have the reputation of paying promptly
their rents, taxes and debts.”

«Tt is said that about cities, where the morals of a certain
class are very low, there is little hesitation in destroying
female children at early birth. There are, however, laws
against it, and proclamations are from time to time issued
against it, and it is punished when the parties are detected.”

« Prostitution is, in China, regarded with more aversion
and disgust by respectable Chinese than it is, if possible, by
Americans or Europeans, and a prostitute is more of a pariah
in Chinese society than among Americans. After a gradu-
ate shall have passed the examination which would entitle
him to official position, he must bring testimony that none of
his family for so many removes has ever been a public pros-
titute. Failing this afirmative evidence, he cannot occupy
the position.”

“Gambling and prostitution is not legalized or licensed
bé law in China. The laws prohibit these vices, but petty
officials, as with ourselves, receive bribes to permit the un-
lawful traffic.”

“The marriage relation is honored and respected in China,
and polygamy, though allowable, is not generally practiced.

The children are all legitimate, and the second wives bear
about the same relation to the first that Hagar did to Sarah.”

Certain it is that there is no such shameless and open ex-
posures, no such impudent solicitation ecither in the cities
of China or in the commercial capital of California, on the
part of the Chinese prostitutes, as is to be met with on any
evening in the streets of Sun Francisco, on the part of white
strumpets. It is a vile subject and we are in no condition to
fling the first stone at the poor Chinese for this offence, even
had we not the proof that when the more reputable Chinese
tried to put a stop to the imp.rtation of such women, our
own lawyers stepped in, invoking our own laws to maintain
the abuse, which they did successfully, because there was
“moncy in it.” In any case, experience has amply shown
the possibility of breaking up at least the most offensive
features of prostitution in any city, wherever the authorities
are honest, sincere and earnest in the matter. Clinese pros-
titution had been so completely abolished in San Francisco,
at the time of the meeting of this committee, that according
to evidence, there were not believed to be forty remaining

rostitutes in Chinatown. The same thing could have been

one with their white sisters!! All that San Francisco
needs to do, is to make and carry out good municipul regula-
tions on this point. Chinamen will be glad of it, and will
head their efforts; reputable citizens of all nationalities will
rejoice, and their is cértainly no need of calling on Congress
to modify or abolish a solemn treaty for the purpose of doing
away with one-tenth part of the prostitution of San Fran-
cisco.
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4d. Inthe face of constant repetition by Californians, of
the eheapness of Chinese labor, we make the assertion that .
the Jabor of the Mongolian is not cheap as compared with the ’
rates of wages in our Eastern States. Every one acquainted
with the subject, knows or may know that the wages for
farm hands (white) over the whole west and north west, 1
averages from $12 to $15 per month, with board, and that
the wages of labori ng men do not range beyond $1 to §1 25
per day. The evidence before us shows this to be the wages
of the Chinamen in California, and it shows in addition that
8 Chinaman will not work mueh or long under price. He
will get as much as he can, and when he can do’better he
leaves and does something else.  As before said and amply
proved by the report, there is no similarity between Chinese
and slave labor. The fact wonld seem to be, that while the
Chinese will undertake and suceessfully accomplish any kind
of labor, from the severest tu nelling down to fruit picking,
they are physically not the equal of our white laborers for
gevere and heavy work, and though they are very deft with
the fingers and handy in light labor, yet they are, even after
instruction, by no means fully up to the genéral run of white
men. Now as no trade at all, that is, no handicraft is pur-
sucd in China, in the same way as with us, every Chinaman
has to undergo what is tantamount to a sort of apprentice-
ghip before he can expect to earn even his dollar per day,
It is very true that the Central Pacific R. R. was built for
the most part by Chinese, but they were not employ ed till
every effort had been made by advertisement and otherwise
to procure white men at $45 per month and board. When
it was abundantly evident that white labor could not be pro-
cured, then, and not till then, the management very reluc-
tantly made the experiment of employing the Chinese at
81 per working day, they to fornish themselves, Yet withal,
it is in evidence that during the whole course of construe-
tion, not a single white man was ever refused work, aud that
the bosses and overseers, the bridge-builders, and in general i
all the skilled laborers were white men. It is admitted that f
but for the Chinese, that rond, so important to the interests -
of the entire country, would not have been finished for at
least ten years longer, and the four latera) roads in California, i
B0 important in opening up for settlement what had been
hitherto an utterly undeveloped country, could neither have
been begun nor finished, White men cannot be induced to
work on the reclamation of the submerged and tule lands, *
the success of which, by Chinese labor, has added so many
thousands of acres to the arable surfuce of California, so that,
80 far are the Chinese from preventiflg other immigration
into the State by what is decried as their cheap labor, that
ﬂu'z]y actually prepare the country for a larger immigration,
n’nuopen up avenues for profitable occupation to the white
settler.
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In all the trades we have testimony of manufacturers to
the faet thatit would have been impossible to establish their
cial industries, and indeed out of guestion to continue
them, paying the wages demanded by white men. They
are quite ready to employ white men, will give them even
the preference, but they insist, and as it seems to us, with
reason, that they cannot pay higher wages than is paid at
the East, because, in that case, it will be impossible for them
to compete, and the eastern manufacturers will necessarily
undersell them. Clothingis as cheap, and food much cheaper
on an averrge, in California, than in the castern States ; and
we are utterly at a loss to see any reason why wages should
be higher, or why the Chinaman, who is willing to work for
the wages that the eastern operative and laborer is glad to -
et, should be stigmatized as a cheap laborer. It is plain
rom this concurrent testimony of the experts, that if it were
not for the labor furnished in the establishment of manufac-
tories by the Mongolian, few or no manufuctories could have
been established in California, and that State must have gono
on, as it did for many years, expending yearly for maunufac-
turer’s products, a sum estimated at $10,000,000 per annum,
o drain which no State could long have stood, certainly no
agricultural State—which California has been essentially,
ever since the failure of placer mining. The mistake scems
to us to be on the part of those who are unwilling to fuce
the consequences of the change from the condition of the
early and mining, to the present and farming condition of
the State, and who insist in maintaining a rate of wages
which no farming community can possibly pay. 1y
ghould a white woman turn up her nose in California, at $8
or $10 per week, the wages paid by the Standard Shirt Co.
If it be because they also employ Chinese labor, we fail to
see any good ground to sympathize with her; if it be be-
canse the wages is to Jow, we certainly must insist with the
foreman who testified before the Commission, that if tha
Company attempts to pay more, it must sell its shirts and
other underwear o high that it will beimpossible to disposa
of them at all on account of competition from eastern manu=
facturers. To us it seems selFevident that there would not
be so many people in Culifornia, but for the labor of the
Chinese, (a labor, be it owned, which would, without them,
not be done,) and that this work has given, and gives em-
ployment and homes to hundred of white immigrants for
which there would be otherwise no opening whatever.

5.e. That the sewerage of San Francisco is wretched—
that the Chinese live for the most part, huddled together in
a portion of the city known as Chinatown ; that the houses
in said quarter of the city are dilapidated and filthy ; the
streets unswept except as the Chinese inhabitants attend to
it themselves, and that too many of them live in euch houso
for comfort, cleanliness or health, we have no disposition to
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deny. The evidence is perfectly convincing ; the same eyi-

dence, however, proves that the whole of Chinatown is

owned by whites (mostly very wealthy) who rent out these .

dirty and dilapidated tenements to the Chinese at exceed-

ingly high rates, and the Chinese have nooption but to take

up their quarters there, because they can get no other place. '

Poor when they firstcome, rarely becoming what would be {

called by onr people comfortably off; it is not at their option to

sclect the better built or otherwise more eligible portions of

the city. It cannot be denied that for the purpose of mak-

ing the rent come lighter on each one, larger numbers of

them combine in the occupancy of a room than is desirable

in a sanitary point of view, and yet it is very natural, when

we consider tEe prejudice of the lower classes against them,

that they should congregate together for protection, to say

nothing of the nutnm%desire on the part of all people to con-

sort with those whom they know and whose language they

can understand. But it is fair to say that the Chinese are

ot to blame for the lack of adequate sewerage in San Fran-

cisco. There is no reason why the authorities shonld not

have kept up both enanis and owners of the buildings to

the duty of keeping them clean. Will it be believed that

while every other part of the city is kept clean by the city’s

carts and scavengers, and these people and this property pay

taxes like all the other inhabitants and estates, the police

testify that in five years they have not seen a city scavenger

or cart in Chinatown, and that all the effort made in that

direction is from the voluntary contribution of the Chinamen

themselves ? Bearing in mind, that according to the evi-

dence of the Chief of Police, it costs a small family more

in San Francisco for water than for flour, it would take more

money for the laboring Chinaman to supply himself abund-

antly with water than he could readily save or spare, $2 50

per month being the lowest rate for a spigot, it will be found

that for a transient and poor population, unsupplied with’

facilities for sewerage or ficile water privileges, the Chinese

deserve credit for the pains they have taken to keep the

F]nce as clean as it is perhaps possible for such a crowded

ocality to be kept. Certainly the city which taxes them

and has not sent a cart there in five years, which rents water

at such high rates and furnishes no adequate sewers, has no L

right to complain of a population which taxes itself in ona

block at the rate of over $150 per month for the purpose of

doing that which it has already paid the city to do. The ’

remedy for dirty streets and alleys would rather seem to us to

rest with the municipal anthorities than in the abrogation of

national treaties and special acts of the United States Con-

gress. It is testified on all hands that the individual China-~ 1

man washes frequently, bathes whenever he can, and in
int of personal cleanliness compares favorably with th
mericans. 8till it is not to be doubted that their crowdin;
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together, as they are obliged to do, in great numbers at eer-
tain times of the year, when they return to the city after tho
busy season breeds foul air. In short, the city utterly neg-
Jects its duty in regard to Chinatown, and then throws the
blame on the poor Chinese, who pay their own special (white)
policeman a salary such that ke cannot swear lo it within $500
per annum, and pay additionally for such cleaning as, with
their limited facilities, they can get done. It isin evidence
that all the rest of the city except the Chinese quarter is
cleaned by the Superintendent of streets, no other portion
of the Corporation limits pays more tax for the purpose, than
this. Why then are we to blame the inhabitants for the
shortcomings of the city government?

6. f. The treatment of the Chinese in this country has
certainly not been of a kind to encourage them to bring
their families here. It must also be borne in mind that a
very large proportion of the Mongolian immigration consists
of men under 21 years of age, who were unmarried at the
time of leaving China. They claim to have in Sun Fran-
cisco nearly 200 first wives, or wives of honor, and that
there are many times that number of secondary wives.
Lately, the testimony shows that many of them arc marry-
ing after our forms. But the great majority of the China-
women on the Pacific Coast, of whom there must be fully
2000, nearly one-half residing in San Francisco, were, with=
in the last two years, bonght up in China by unprincipled
Chinese dealers, male and female, and brought out to Cali-
fornia under agreement to ply their vocation for a specified
number of years. It is found to be a money making busi-
ness by the dealers, who are banded together under the
name of Hip-ye-tong, which association, thongh not unsavory,
and decried and despised by the other six reputable com-
panies, has kept up t{;e nefarious trafic almost from the be-
ginning of Chinese immigration into Cahfornia. Of course
we say no word in favor of the disreputable trade, but it
does not differ materially from the system by which the
supply of white courtesans is kept up. Of these latter there
are in San Francisco very many of our own and of all other
nationalities—many of them as degraded as it is possible to
be—and they are more ruinous by far, even in proportion to
the population, than are the Chinese of the same class, Tt
is admiited by the Commissioners of Emigration, by the
Chief of Police and by the Surveyor of the Port, that the
Chinese merchants, the six companies, and the respectable
Chinese have always been ready to assist the authorities
both with means and information in putting a stop to the
influx of this depraved class and in sending them out of the
country; and the fact stands as clear as testimony can make
anything, that the municipal anthorities are perfectly com-
petent to master the evil the moment they go earnestly to
work at it. It is in clear proof that under the administra~
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tion of Mayor Bryant, Chinese prostitntion was reduced to a
very small figure, and could not only be readily crushed out,
but prevented from reappearing. It would be just as fair to
hold the church-going population of San Franciseo responsi-
ble for the existence of white prostitutes as to deery the en-
tire body of Chinese in California becanse there are a few
Chinese knaves who make money as panders and pimps to
the vices of whites and Chinese,

7. g. The greatest bugbear of all, and viewed in the
light of the evidence taken, the most absurd as a supposi-
tion and untenable in view of the facts, is the fear which
some persons no doubt seriously entertain, but which far
more express without believing, i. e., that the Chinese will
finally overflow the whole Pacific Coast. Nothing is ecasier
than o call the attention of a gaping crowd to the teeming
population of China, to their low wages at home, to the
scantily populated plains and vallies of California, and to ery
out that these strange people will inundate the whole coun-
try. DBut how do the facts stand? We shall certainly never
again be able to offer such strong inducements to the Mon-
golian immigration as in the past, aud it seems to be ad-
mitted on all hands that there are not now as many Chincso
on the whole Pacific Slope as there were in California twenty
years ago. Certain it is that their numbers have not grown
80 as to excite any reasonable alarm. The best reasoned
oxposé of the numbers of Chinese in California, that of Mr.
Alfred Wheeler, taking arrivals and departures from the
books of the Commissioners of Shipping, making allowances
for the death rate, and taking the statistics of those whose
Dbones were sent back, makes the sum total up to 1873 not over
98,000. Of course the unthinking people take very accurate
notice of the numbers that arrive by every steamer, but
they fail o pay the same attention to the large numbers of
departures, nor do the large numbers who come and go
away again because they neither like the wages nor the
treatment, impress their imagination as do the arrivals,
‘Would it not be fair to reason that if there be less than
100,000 Chinese on the coast after nearly 80 years, it would
at the sume rate take 250 ycars to bring hither a million,
and that the inducements are and have been yearly dimin-
ishing. Nobody contends that the Chinese are fools. The
evidence all goes to show that they are unusually shrewd and
understand with great accuracy which is the Dnttered side

] of their bread. It follows, hence, that they will withhold s

' . the supply of labor just the instant there shall cease to be a
demand and a profitable demand for it. The influx of

Chinese labor has certanily heretofore depended altogether

. upen fhe demand, and we have seen that for many consecu-

* tive years there were as many departures as arrivals, and

that during quite a number of others the surplus of arrivals

over departures amounted to but a thousand or two. The

1
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white population has increased and is inereasing out of all
proportion to the Chinese, nor in view of these patent facts
would this craze have ever seized the white population hut
for the desire on the part of scrub politicians to make eapital
out of a prejudice so deeply rooted among the ignorant and
unreflecting as 1s the ]:Latl‘u({uffureigners. It is ofa piece with
the old “no popery "’ ery, in former years so sedulously culti-
vated by the same class in England and even for a short time
in ourown country. We know that the cost of passage, outfit,
ete., is very large to the Chinaman, and that he will not pay
it unless he sees a clear way of reimbarsing himself for his
outlay, which can only come from his being able to procure
readily profitable remuneration for his work, which oceupa-
tion will to him be wholly regulated by the increase of
the white population, without which he is not wanted at all.
The Chinaman neither makes nor calenlates on making any
thing off his countrymen. IIis labor is of use but to the
whites, and just in proportion to the increase ot the latter
and the subsequent need of working hands to develope the
country will be the inflax of Chinese, It has never yet
borne a ratio of over one to len at any time, nor is there any
reason to suppose that it ever will.

8 We are constantly told by the anti-Coolie speechi-
fiers that there are large numbers of wlite people living in
distress in California, unable to procure employment, and
that this arises from the fact that all the avenues to labor
have been filled up by the Chinese. Of course, it is a plau-
sible tale on the part of the speaker, and gladly heard by
the bummer as forming a good excuse for his idleness; but
the question arises, “Is it true ?** “ Will it wash ?"'. We
shall go no further than the Report for an answer, and we
shall take only on this point the evidence of men, the rest
of whose utterances show them to be pronounced Chinapho-
bists. A former Governor of California testifies:

% There is at the preseni lime no surplus of labor on this
coast, taking both (white and Chinese) kindls together, and, in
my opinion, such surplus has never existed.”

A Judge of sixteen years’ standing says :

“T have never scen the labor market overstocked on the Pa
eific Slape.”

A Chief of S8an Francisco police adds:

 1'he koodlums probably owe their existence to those absurd
requlations of the various trades’ unions, by which young boys
are prohibited from being employed as apprentices. The fault
lies with the trades and the Chinese have nothing to do with it.”

he manager of the Tidelund Reclamation Company says :

“ The Chinese fill places which white labor would fill very re-
luctantly, or not al atl. We have by this means reclaimed over
40,000 acres previously worth nothing and now producing 50
bushels of wheat per acre. 1'he labor is very disagreeable, but
if done furnishes openings and opporlunities for white peo-
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le. We could not pay the wages whick white men would charge,

nor could we depend upon them to stay at any price. If the

Chinese were laken away we would have to abandon the work.™
A farmer of 27 years' standing says:

o Phere is mow, and there always has been employment

enough for every body in this State, while, black and yellow.

T he wages of white men are aboul the same as 10 and 15 years

A missionary long resident in California, buta friend of
the Chinese, states emphatically :

« Notwithstanding this peculiar cry about the evils of Chinese
labor, labor for industrious white persons is as abundant, wages
as high, living as cheap and the condition of the white laborers
as good as in any other part the United States or of the globe.”

A well known lady, who describes herself as a solicitress
for life insurance, says:

w There is plenty of employment. 1t is very hard to geta good
house servanl al the present, and at all times in California.
Here in San Franciseo no while girl will cook or work ina
house where there are Chinamen. In my business the door is
more frequently opened to me by Chinamen than by white
women.”

The disposition so manifest on this side of the continent
on the part of the laboring popu]ntion to crowd into the
cities, exists largely in California, and the tramp question
Jooming upon us, appears in California under the name of
hoodlumism. Of eourse, under all circumstances, there will
bo instances in which the conditions of labor and employ-
ment will not seem at once to adjust themselves ; but there
can be no doubt that the time is not, has not been, and will
not likely soon be in California, when an industrious man,
willing to work, will be for two days unable to find employ-
ment at paying wages. Senator Sargeant states that 16 or
17 years ago, he has been called upon in San Francisco, by
as many as twenty men in one day, each one telling him
how impossible it was to find work, and how absolutely re-
quisite for the sake of his starving family, was some Govern-
mental position, but he admits that he did not believe the
stories, nor do we, in like manner, give any credence to the
tales of misery resulting from the industry of the Chinese,
which we can trace to no more trustworthy sources than an
Anti-Coolie League, or the palaver of hoodlums and tramps.
No amount of wages will apparently induce the women to
take service in the country or in the smaller villages ; in-
deed, every where but in San Francisco, Bacramento, Stock-
ton, Marysville, ete. One of the gentlemen who_appeared
before the Commission, tells how he eame to San Francisco,
(he resides in the interim-)Hauxious to hire a number of white
women at high wages. e went to Crosett’s Intelligence
Office on Clay st., and made known his design to the pro-
prietors. There were over thirty there sitting in the office,
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who professed to want employment, but not one could be
induced to listen & moment after learning that the place was
in the country.

‘We have wished to say in as few words as possible what
we think really needs saying on this very important subject,
which, ill understood on the spot, and by many of those who
are most immediately interested, is still more likely to be
misapprehended by persons here in the East, who have not
met the Chinese personally, and who are liable to be de-
ceived by the persistent cry of the agitators of this question.
Bat it is necessary to add a few general observations in
order that the subject may be put on its proper footing.

Our first treaty with China was made by Caleb Cushing

in 1844. It contained provisions for a modification of its
terms at the end of twelve years. Such modifications were
made by W. B. Reed. Essentially a new and much more
elaborate treaty was made by Anson Burlingame in 1862,
and certain additional articles were proposed g; our Govern-
ment, and accepted by the Chinese Emperor in 1868. The
treaty is in all respects, far moro fuvorable to us than to
China ; in fact it has been at our urgency that treaty stipu-
lations were entered into at all, and we have reaped all the
benefits therefrom resulting. How far we have deviated
from the reciprocity clauses, it will be unnecessary to detail
to any who are at all fimiliar with the course of California
oppressive legislation and discriminating taxation of the
Chinese. What our treaty promise is worth, wherein we
bind ourselves that the subjects of either country shall have
full rights to the eduecational establishments of the other,
he will best know, who attempts to enter the most reputable
China boy into a San Francisco school. Our subjects in
China are punished (no matter what may be their crime) by
their own law, admimstered by their own Consul; the Chinese
are dragged before our Courts where they know neither the
laws nor the language, and of which one of the witnesses
Bays: ¥
“ Judges and juries find it easier to decide against these
people than against our own race, and heavier judgments are
awarded agamst them for the same crimes; they fail of a proper
hearing for want of adequate interpreters and proper counsel,
and the public afficers do not even atlempl o conceal their pre-
Judice against the Mongolians.

As to thé clause in the treaty promising immunity from
insult and joutrage, we will take the testimony of the San
Francisco Chief of Police (surely without being on the side
of the Chinese) who says:

‘¢ Chinamen have in ihis cily, again and again, been treated
most outrageously, pelied, beaten and abused itn a most shaméful
manner, If one is found alone by a number of hoodlums, he is
very lucky if he escapes with his life or unmaimed.” And a
member of the police force testiticd thata week or two be-
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fore the sitting of a Committee “a political club going home,
demolished all the Chinese wash houses on ils route, and no
arrests were made.” Certainly this is not acting as becomes
a great, liberal and magnanimous people. If we are superior
we should demonstrate it by our acts, which should be kind,
and by our adhesion to our treaty stipulations. LY
To contend, as some have done seriously, that the blind
prejudice existing against the Chinese on the part of our own
most ignorant citizens, is a good reason either for driving
out those already here, or for restricting the immigration of
others, is of a piece with that logic which would seize and
punish the subject of an assault and battery for having been
unfortunate enough to excite the rage of his assailant. Dut
it comes very consistently from the attorney in this case,
who says, fally knowing that he states a falschood, that
“ the C)?inaman is the lowest in the rank of created intelligence.”
Such men and such arguments simply make themselves unen-
titled to a hearing, and discredit the little truth they might
unwittingly utter.
This prejudice, agreeably to the testimony, does not exist
on the part of native born Americans, unless it be politicians,
office-holders and hoodlums; and the Chinamen themselves
are reported to indicate that they have a pretty clear notion
of the existing cause, when they say in cases of outrage upon
or insult tu one of their number, * Bimeby, after election, all
lite,””  Can it be possible that this great country is about to
diseredit herself not in the eyes of China alone, but of all
Christendom, by attempting to withdraw from the terms of
her treaty? Yet it must be confessed that she has never
lived up to its terms, and that the whole course of our treat-
ment of China in this matter, has been simply a repetition
of the game called “ Heads, I win; tails, you lose.” Asa
matter of international law, we have no standing ground in
proposing a change of the treaty; on grounds of national
amity it 1s a direct insult, and as a simple matter of fact, we
will get the worst of itif any change be made, for the Chinese
are shrewd diplomatists, and the extra terratoriality clanse
has long been a sore point with the Chinese Government.
At this point it occurs to-us toremark on the very apparent
tendency on the part of many of the witnesses not to tell the
unvarnished trutE‘: but to allow their testimony to descend '
into a petty shuffling to prevent the bringing out of some
int regarded as unfavorable by the witness, or to his party,
or nearly every witness testified as a strong partisan. As T
an instance, the author of * that disgraceful piece of legisla-
tion,” the queue ordinance, is askeﬁ under oath: Question.
— Was not that ordinance launched especially against China-
men? Ans.—IT know what you're driving at, and I'm going to
dodge you if I ean!! There is a witness for you under cath;
there 13 a man sworn to tell the truth and the whole truthl
Was it much to be wondered at, that in the community
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where such a man is a law maker, judges and lawyers should
testify in words tantamount to these: “Perjury in our Courls
by white witnesses is as common as the smoking of cigars on the
sireets!”

‘We have it iterated and reiterated that the laboring class
of the Chinese are sober, industrious, frugal and steady; and
that their artisans are all this, and in addition, quick, intelli-

eut and apt in business; while it would be impossible for
gumﬂn beings to get, for courtesy, uprightness and integrity
& higher character than every witness, without exception,
gave to the Chinese merchants.  Surecly the country would
stultify itself, which should, at the behest of a few brawling
politicians and a cry raised by them, attempt to prevent the -
influx of such inhabitants. Tt is more of them, not fewer,
that is needed!

But it will be said that petitions largely signed have been
sent to Congress and to the State Legislature of California, ask-
ing that a stop be put to Chinese immigration, and that few
or none to whom they were presented refused to sign them,
Admitted at once; and managed in the same way, petitions
could be gotten up to take California out of the Union, or do
any other equally absurd and lawless thing. Tt will at once
be seen how the thing works, when it is considered that
there are 2000 Anti-Coolie Leagues in San Francisco, or that
each member of each club * pledges himself not to employ
Chinese labor; mol to purchase any goods, wares or merchandise
Jrom any person who employs C hinese, and not in any way to
sustain, foster or encourage either Chinamen or those who em-
ploy them.”

That Article 8, Sec. 5 of the Constitution of the Anti-
Chinese Union reads thus:

“ Measures shall be taken to aseertain and publish the names
of the persons in this city, who employ Chinese,”” and that a
paper was actully published (perbaps is so still,) containin
such list of names. It will be readily seen that when suc
a crowd took a petition along the business streets, there
would be more signatures than refusals to sign; the more so,
a8 those in charge had instructions to add the names of those
who refused, to this bluck list. Of course, this is a free
country, but there are no more martyrs for principle in it
than in any other; that is a very p ive way of p
ing the signatures of business men, and whether such or-
ganized ostracism is not a little too Mollie Maguirish for
general usage in u country so free as ours, is liable to great
question.

‘We add the testimony of a young woman who had worked
with the Chinese in a shoe shop, lost it might be supposed
that there was something offensive in the talk or manner of
the Chinaman towards a young woman, which would aceount
for the dislike horetofore referred to.

Quest.—* You say girls object to working in the same shop
with Chinamen?” Ans.—* Yes, sir.”
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Quest.—“Are Chinamen rude to the girls?”’ Ans~*“No,
they never say anything lo the girls.”

Ques—* Are they offensive in manners?”  Ans.—* No,
they never talk all day long; they sit and work and when it is
time, they go home.”

‘W e have said nothing whatever upon the matter of natu-
ralization of the Mongolian element in our population, deem-
ing that to be a matter that has no necessary bearing on the
subject in hand, The law hus already decided it for us; and
there are already in Ban Franciseo hundreds of merchants and
others resident who have no inclination to give up their own
nationality though the inducements happen for them to be

* greater to reside under the Stars and Stripes than in their

native land. Such might or might not be the case with the
Chinese. Certuin it is that California has one more member
of Congress by their means than she would otherwise be en-
titled to. We believe that citizenship is, in the case of any
emigration, the very slightest part of the inducement; yet
we connot help but deprecate such an expression on the part
of o witness, and lament the necessity under which we are
of believing that he spoke the truth as to a class, however
small in our midst. Here are hie words:

« I think the first Chinaman that got naturalized would be
hanged to the lamp post as he left the court room, and we would
rather have all Chinatown gifted en masse with the franchise
to-morrow than believe that we had a majority of citizens in
any one State capable of regarding such a deed with any-
thing but abhorence. For though the action of the anti-
Coolie clubs above referred to be coersive in its nature and
renders their movement tyrannical—though it reveals an
utter absence of the true basis of freedom, yet one is not so
much appalled by the evident want of even the remotest
inkling of humanity. Of Christian charity, it is hardly
worth while to speak in either connection, still less in re-

rd to another utterance of the anti-Coolie attorney, where-
in he said that he would like to stand on Telegraph Hill and
see all the Chinese hung from the yard arms and see the ships
burned us they came in.” The strong and unanimous im-
pulse of an intelliﬁént people is seldom wrong, but may God
preserve us from knaves and fools!

It is simply absurd for Californians to fancy that they can,
for any lenghith of time within this Union, uphold and main-
tain a different rate of wages from that which prevails else-
where in the same country. That was possible in regard to
her currency during the war; but the Pacific Railroad had
not yet been built, and every day makes a repetition of it
Jess possible. She might as well attempt to re-establish and
maiutain the $16 per day of 1849, for which wages, by the
way, the white man could not purchase much, if any more,
of the necessaries of life than he can to-day for a single dol
Jar.  The United States has many citizens residing in China,
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to whom she owes protection, and cannot consent at the ery
of a small but very lond and active faction in California
either to degrade their position there or allow them to be
driven out. When we force a nation to open her ports in
order that we may do business with her citizens, and make
a solemn treaty with her, the reciprocity is not all on ono
side. California is after all but one State, and we cannot
allow one Btate to dictute. Massachusetts has tried that
business, South Carolia once took a hand at it. It can
hardly be said that they were successful. In the matter of
a treaty, we cannot ask what we refuse to concede, and
China s not likely to grant privileges which she does not

et.
. A witness has well said that “it is we that keep the
Chinaman apart, and not they. From the day they land till
they lay their bones down, or go away, we are constantly
building a wall of exclusion about them.” And this, too,
happens in a State that has 101 million acres of surface, of
which there are only 20 million acres that, from moun-
tains, necessary forests, overflow, &e., will never be arable,
but of which there are not 4 million acres actually cultivated.
It is this State, a few of whose inhabitants wish the Con-
gress of the United States, in defiance of treaty obligations
and of our proud boast that our doors were open to all God's
creatures, to keep out whom? We will describe them in
the words of a Chinaphobist witness: A race indispensably
necessary for the reclamation of the submerged lands, and which
Jor steady employment in that grade of tabor is, perhaps, better
suiled than any other race.” The area of California can, be it
observed, well support seventeen million inhabitants, and
has not not now all told over 700,000. Of course, we have
too much confidence in the good sense of the people of that
Btate to helieve for a moment that such is the will of any
but a misled and noisy fraction, aptly and fitly led by
such a man a8 appeared in the capacity of attorney befors
the Commission. But noise and cheer sometimes carry the
day whero decent conduct and sense are disregarded. No
one believes that the good people of the United States tako
N\ any such view of the question at issue, and yet wo all can
see that both political parties, apparently with a fear of
» losing a few votes, Eut an anti-Chinese plank into the cam-
ign platforms. at this will not perplex any one who
v nows &)oliticians and platforms—the subserviance of the
one and the hollowness of the other. If a party equally
blatant were to get up the ery, either in California or else-
where, that inasmuch as men could have employment steady
| by digging up the land with a spade, we should ostracise
every person who presumes to use a horse and plow for the
urpose, we could soon have that inserted in platforms, anti-
orse and plow leagues, sapient attorneys for them and
equally sapient committces listening to their pleadings.
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For our own part we should not be a bit more surprised to
hear the horse and plow characterised as “a terrible scourge”
than we were to read the report and recommendations of
this Committee, and to learn therefrom that the latter are
supposed—surely it must be in some very occult way—to
have been deduced from the former.

‘We submit then, that whether we look at the question in
the light of a treaty, or in the mere dollar and cent view, or
in that higher phase (which many of our opponents are,
doubtless, ubove taking into account) that a gracious Provi-
dence has endowed us with a certain number of talents that
we ought to use for the benefit of the world; that both Jjus-
tice, self-interest, common humanity and heaven-descended
religion preclude us from either oppressing, excluding or re-
stricting the Monigolian whom-we have amongst us further
than as the law restricts ourselves; and such is the confidence
that we entertain in the sober sense of an educated people,
that we belicve the Government of the United States inca.
pable of such & gross wrong as the proposed action would
involve.
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