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Editor's Note: The following story, "Monopoly Game Disrupts M,S.U, Career
Carnival, originally appeared in NEW LEFT NOTES., It describes the use of the
SDS Monopoly Game at the MSU recruitment carnival,

by Stu Dowty
LIBERATION News Service

Michigan State University has built its reputation upon those things most
characteristic of the modern multiversity: rapid growth, huge silze, assembly-line
degree-production, and service to the Establishment, It has also earned an image of
special notice through its football teams, its over-seas projects (the infamous
CIA-Vietnam proJject was just one of mwany) and its career carnival,

Each year MSU runs a "career carnival" to which many major corporate
and governmental employers are invited, Booths are set up by the employers and the
recruitment usually attracts over half of the 38,000-plus students on campus,
Ramparts once called MSU a "service station'" university, and this event is one of the
best examples of MSU's service to both government and industry.

However, the career carnival has gained a significance which its sponsors
undoubtedly did not anticiﬁata -- 1t has become a focal point for cempus radicals.-
What better oppc.tunity to confront the military-industrial complex than when it is
actively recruiting fresh young bodies in your own student union? What self-respect-
ing SDS member could sit idly by while the National Security Agency, General Motors,
the FBI, Dow Chemical Co., the Federal Buresu of Narcotics, Chrysler Corp., the
Michigan Stete Police, General Electric, A.T.&T., the Peace Corps, the Marine Corps,
the Army, the Air Force, I.B.M,, and dozens of others have literally'set up shop"
on campus? MSU-SDS did not sit by, v 3 s

This year the career carnival, titled "Careers '67", was on Monday, Oct. 9
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and Tuesday, Oct., 10. Nothing out of the ordinary happened Monday; there was leaf-
letting throughout the day (the leaflet pointing out, among other things, that

"the Selective Service System's 'manpower chenneling' program ... is the key to under-
standing a great deal of what is happening at Careers '67.") without incident.

The fun started Tuesday evening, and i1t was literally a game!

Imagine the hustle and bustle of the career "carnival" during its most
active period, and then imagine 30 or 40 SDS members walking into the middle of this
and spreading out on the floor their own "exhibit": a giant Monopoly game, complete
with three-foot dice, "Spartantown" dollers, and people replacing the playing pieces.
The players lined up, the dice were rolled and the game began with players moving
from "Go" (Collect $200 from the war machine), to such spaces as:  NSA -- collect
$500 from the CIA; Multiversity -- collect useless information; Pentagon -- rent
$70 million; Draft Dodger -- go directly to Jail; Grosse Pointe -- no niggers or
kikes allowed; Detroit \which was in flames); Ft. Wayne Induction Center -- rent
your life; Income Tax -- for war materiels; Vietnam(you died if you landed thers)
and, of course, Chance and Community Chest,

After a somewhat slow start the game picked up, and people really began to
play, with appropriate enthusiasm, And of course a crowd quickly gathered. As the
crowd grew, the game developed its own spontaneity:

"Come on, roll the dice -- get a three, that's Detroit, a real hot one'"

"Two, Boardwalk, pay $50 ¢n Spartantown dollars.”

"Hey, a draft dodger -- go to jail."

"Fuck you, fascist cop!"

"Ceme on in, folks, play a real game; why just play theirs?"

"Our game's more fun -- step right up -- roll the dice!'"

"Four -- Vietnam -- too bad, you're dead,"

"Hey, George Just sat down on the Pentagon and won't move; let's get him. "
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"Wermongers! Stop the war machine! Get out of Vietnam!"

"NSA -- boo-0-0, here's some CIA money -- go build yourself a student
movemsént , "

"Vietnam again -- another person gone."

"We're ruaning out of money, too; let's start a war or something. We've
Just GOT to make some more!"
"My name is Dunnman -- Corporal Dunnmen of the MSU police and . ., .
"Come on, play our game -- it's just like yours'"
", . . I'masking you to leave of your own accord before . . ."
"We'll stop cur game if you'll stop yours'"
"Stop the war mechine!" "Boo Cops!" "Gee, look't that shiny badge!"
"What's wrong with our game -- it doeen't really kill people?"
". . . We are forced to make you leave. This is Mr. Shingleton, the head

of this university event, and he's asked me to tell you . . .

"Kick Dow off campus, too!" "Here's some money to go with your badge!"

". . . that you're disrupting the career carnival and blocking the flow of
treffic between exhibits,"

"You all hear that? Does anyone want to go?"

"NO-0-0!"

"OK, come on, roll those dice -- let's play!"

The cop and the bureaucrat retreated for the time being and quick phone calls
were made, evidgntly for more cops. A major portion of the patrons of career cernival
had boen attrasted by this time and the game continued before a considerable audience.
During the game, also, other SD.; ers had been walking through the exhibit areas with a
number of signs and posters: "T"e Only Show in Town"; "Dow -- Better Living Through
Better Chemistry"; "All of Americue is Playing Monopoly"; "Who Owns the Monopoly Board?";

and "Amgrican Know-How Did Tyig" (with a picture from a Ramparts article on the children

there's more ......
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of Vietnam),

In not too long & time more cops appeered, in fact quite a number of them.
Not wanting to really go to Jjail the Monopoly players suddenly picked up their board and
as a group disappeared from the career carnival, . . .

They came back -- without Monopoly Board -- and huddled on the same spot
where the game had been played. While cops and bureaucrats were waiting for the "worst",
signals were glven from the huddle, and on the word "Go!" the group suddenly split into
two's and three's, and heading in every which wey, made for the booths and exhibits,

And that's all there was to it, But then again, there really was more. The rest of the
evening was spent talking individually or in small groups to the representatives in the
different booths, Dow Chemical had to talk to radicals. The Peace Corps had to talk to
radicals, The Marines were visibly sick of talking to raedicals. The FBI denied they
harassed radicals, The State Police tried to ignore radicals, Everyone talked to
radicals,

As some one once said, "those kids can sure be troublemakers.'

-- end --
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