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70 SXf I S . SIT OUT FCB CITO RIGElB 

Monday n igh t*s Citp- Council mee-tiTg i n East Lstising ras n o t j u s t 
another meet ing. Here than ?0 persons,, mosuTy HSU s t u d e n t s , went i n t o 
the meeting to persuade the bouncil t o adopt p roposa ls for open occu­
pancy i n Saet Lansings Vie d id n o t expect 3 complete v i c to ry snd d id r-ct 
g e t one. But -ue d id want actiorc. , 

¥e s a t in because the counci l r s fused to do anything more tli&u 
adopt, a resolut ion. a g a i n s t p re jud ice alid agree t o t a l k a"bont tlje problem-
After t h r e e and a h a l f hours i n tho c o r r i d o r s ou t s ide the counc i l vcom 
"the 70lf were car&Sd out one by one by p o l i c e and damped on the lawn 
behind City H a l l . 

Outside C i t y HstQ., up t o ftOG s ^ r c ^ s car ry ing t o r c h e s snd s ing ing 
freedom songs supported the s i t - iT i for over f i ? e h.cura. They cheered 
e&ch p a r t i c i p a n t i n the s i t - i n as he -was c a r r i e d o u t s i d e and dujared. 

This ms not. an i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t , Monday n i g h t ' s demonstration 
was j u s t one b a t t l e i n the cont inuing "war a g a i n s t p r e j u d i c e . 

The long h i s t o r y of housing discriTrd. na t ion i n t h i s c i t y muat end-
and now i s the time t o end i t , 

*he c i t y has the pewer to i n s u r e equal o p p o r t u n i ^ i n housing for 
a l l i t s c i t i z e n s . I t mst- a c t now t o e l imina t e d i sc r imina t ion or f^ce 
continued p re s su re from a l l those i n t e r e s t e d i n c i v i l e i g h t s 3nd hunar. 
digni ty • 

That i s why we demonstrated Mond^f n igh t ? end t h a t i s tfiy we a sic 
everyone concerned raith equal r i g h t s t o demonstrate id 1k us a t I p*si, 
V>d?^. 

MTlOKfil, ArTSHllOH MiCTJSETJ OB EAST i M S I i G 

The c i v i l r i g h t s s t r u g g l e ' i n Eas t I^ns ing i s n o t being worked out 
i n i s o l a t i o n from the r o s t of the world . This s t r u g g l e i s p e r t of a 
n a t i o n a l mo^ement3 snd r a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t ftes been s t t r s c t s d to i t . 

. -over 
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cnntK from page one— 

JtftN £EWI3 and JAI-BS FOBK&K of t t ie S t u d e n t Fon-Violen-b Coord ina t ing 
Committee WILL BE IN E&ST UflfSBC TODAY to, s u p p o r t i&c campaign fox- qpe^ 
occunancy* J / iRS F/J&EB of "the Congress of R a c i a l E q u a l i t y , the REV, 
KARTIN LUHHER E7$G, JR, of t h e Sou the rn C h r i s t i a n Leadersh ip Conference 
and au thor -LOUIS LOKAX have p ledged t o r e p e a t t h e i r v i s i t s t o Eas t Lansir^g 
i f c a l l e d t^pon t o h e l p i n the f i g h t * 

EfcST Ii.USIE5TS ClvIL F.UDKTS iCiRKEiS ARE 1>QT /.LOKE: EAST LOSING 
GJOT IsO X£NGER PilETEWD TO BE SLOE®. 

This a f t e r n o o n ' s r a l l y must be a mass ive show of s t u d e n t and f a c u l t y 
i n t e r e s t i n the v e i y "vital problem of turned!^ r i i s c r imina t i on i n t h i s c i t y * 

LEGAL QUESTIONS NOT T̂ iE OIJLY ISSUE 

Two -weeks ago, when -nearly 100 s t u d e n t s ftskeict t h e C i ty Counci l t o 
b e g i n deve loping a program rtto e l i m i n a t e O i s c r i m i n a i i e n i u t h e area, of 
s a l e s and r e n t a l s wi th a l e g a l s t a t e m e n t embodying t h i s program," the 
c o u n c i l mere ly r e f e r r e d -the p roposa l t o t h e Human R e l a t i o n s Coiraissic^* 
Monday r!i£'ht3 wo wont back t o the- c o u n c i l to sen what i t had dene about 
our p r o p o s a l s , . -

S g r l y i n KondayTs Fieet ing ? a r e s o l u t i o n was"iEtroduceid a&d passed: 
i t f ^ n i m i ? i i s l y - s t a t i c t h e V t h e - C i t y Counci l d i sapproves of r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e * 

Byron py to r son 3 Camnue EAiCP p r e s i d e n t snd c i v i l r i g h t s spokesman, 
p r a i s e d t h e e tatci^ n t , b u t tele? t h e c o u n c i l i t was s t i l l only words* He 
then r ead a p r e p a r e d s t a t emen t c a l l i n g fo r s e v e r a l s p e c i f i c lggaL_^ffi5urog 
i a t h e a r e a of hitman r i g h t s and an a i ^ r e s s i v e p u b l i c l y oropram i a d i c a t i n g 
th.^t E a s t Lansing welcomes pe r sons of a l l rp .ces , r e l i g i o u s .and n a t i o n a l l t i o s * 

The c o u n c i l r e fused t o c o n s i d e r any p r o p o s a l fo r p u n i t i v e measures 
a g s i u s t r e a l t o r s and l a n d l o r d s who d i s c r i i f l i na t e . I t based i t s p o s i t i o n on 
the ^ec is io i? of the s t a t e a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l t h a t mun ic ipa l o r d i n s ^ n e s d e a l i n g 
wi th human r i g h t s a r e u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . . Moreover? some councilman seem to 
f e e l t h a t even i f an o r d i n a n c e were l e g a l , i t ud^h t not ba desirable"* 

We con tend t h a t n o t only i s aa opsn occupancy cr<±j-nsneo n ^ d e d , b u t 
t h a t i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y i s y e t t o be d e c i d e d i n c o u r t - Eas t Lansing can 
l o s e noth ing by proving; now t k a t i t . i s t r u l y an open cii^r by p a s s i n g such 
an ordi.u^noe? £Ycn i f i t mi^ht l a t e r |?e s t r i c k e n down by the c o u r t s -

The c o u n c i l ccnceiitr.-ites on i t s "achievements7 1 i n hnmyn rola t ic-ns^ and 
brushes a s i d e recurr i^?? cases of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n * I t - nrgues t h a t t h e "atmos­
phere" of E a s t Lansi-rc ha s changed i n t h e p a s t few y e a r s - ^e say such a 
chsngs i s i n s u f f i c i e n t t o h e l p Tfogroos seek homes i n E a s t Lansing en an 
equa l b a s i s . 

The c o u n c i l ' s p o s i t i o n t h a t change must be g r a d u a l and not an t agon i se 
c e r t a i n w h i t e r e s i d e n t s of t l ie c i t y may be f i n e f o r t h o s e a h l t o r e s i d e n i s ? 

b u t not fo r t h e m i n o r ! t i n s who s u f f e r fro.v d i s o r i m a t i o n -
E a s t Lansing must a c t t o r>rot-sci t h e r i g h t s of t h e m i n o r i t i e s as wel l 

as of iiie i i ^ ^ o r i t y n 

MSU Chap te r . N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n for 
t h e Advancement of Colored Eeoplo 

KSU F r i e n d s of the S tuden t Non-Violent 
Coord ina t i ng Corod_ttee 

LQpmmittae fo r S tuden t plights 
Canterbury Club 

-2- -K- #• # 

COME TO CITY H&LL AT 1 F J S , T0a^-- -BBfl}£Sm33 FOE QFm HOUSING 



• - • ^ 

;L_I L 
On the n igh t of May 25* $T s t uden t s 

/were-arrested for: ccmrcitiiing an a*rft ^ " " 
of c i ^ i l disobedi£nse> Mar9*"o-JT t h # • 
s tudents were troubled* Even -ftiotighJ 
they had demonstrated"-tto'totadL ina*- ; • -

. ture of t h e i r ^onsni-t^Tisn^ they f e l t -
• their 1 message s t i l l h a d n ' t go t ien • 

, * * tfcrcrogh* The r e s u l t " :**- ™as the , 
following statement of cofiscXen&e w r i t ­
t en at? Ingham County J a l J ^ Masozu 

The problem of c i v i l r i g h t s is- t h a t the gulf-between those who 
ha.Ye e ^ e r i e n c e d - h u m i l i a t i o n as s people and those who ha\£ note 
i s the-deepes t and most s i g n i f i c a n t ve have to face? c o n t e m p t n 

t iosr o f t&ja? gu l f a id srcareness of i f e rfreaning a re the chief • 
e^snt iaaiR foir-deaUng with tills problem* - '.". 

IfoLs* gulf e x i s t s i n Eas t L o s i n g * 
• • - • 

.-

We-̂  snd others^ before us> through-diRcassion and demons t r a t i on 
har?e t r i e d t o impress upon the people the growing se r iousness 
o f tiiiff guXf t h a t haff d iv ided ilmericans- -fttqm each o ther fl ._.̂  

>^spite" a l l the i r - p r o t e s t a t i o n s of good f a i t h * .the l eade r s of !• 
- uois corarauntly ha^e f a i l e d t o graeo t h e moral urgency of t h i s 

S T * * ^ ^ ^ B meXs o f g 0 G d f3 l tN b l 2 t t J a a i r ^ o r a l v i s ion iff 
b l inded . Our discussions and demonstrations have not given- &6J& 
t h e r , w v i s ion thes-e times r e q u i r e a 

Stronger ac t ion waff- necessary. . 
- . _• 

C i v i l disobediance i s s dramatic force* But -we a r e not t ry ing - , 
through such ac t ion ta- force tho fe opposing us to their- knees , . 
We are t ry ing to fo2sce"them t o look at" the s i t u a t i o n i n a new. 
^y> "And our message is-" too- urgent and has been ignored toe 1 AJ 
.Ho*g ~_ -^^es^age about dangers andhopes t h a t should iiamEye -
a23L menv Respect "for*-the. law must no t obscure >hat isr moral ly 
r i g h t * .. -

-. 

Because" iiiey f a i l e d to r e a l l y the b a s i c humarr issues" and i t s 
sources^ the - leaders of t h i s coiiraunity have so f a r f a i l e d t o t ake 
p o s i t i v e a c t i o n , The most" obvious a c t i o n a community such as " 
Eastfc lens ing casr tsdfefis* the passage -of l e g i s l a t i o n guaranteeing ' 
open occupancy and r e n t a l s , 

r 

toe than a- year s f t e r the need fear l e g a l ac t ion t o cope rclt& 
housing dLacrimi.iiata.-oTa was brought t o the a t t e n t i o n of the City./ 
Oounci^by Eas t Lansing c i t i z e n s , no ac t ion-has "been taken* fe 
. legal r e p o r t has been made- and the msyor of East Lansing i B , 
--by h i s o-wn adiTission s s-te.il -uninfo-rmed about many a s p e c t s of 
t h e problem* Bespi te r e s o l u t i o n s expressing concern^ d e s p i t e 
the- e x i s t e n t o f ^isac^-feeer i n tti« S t a t e Ocmstitni-fcicn^ t h s r a 

dLacrimi.iiata.-oTa
s-te.il


-±sr no rs£ft-ti.Justice? fear wmbevB cf minori ty grcqp^ denied-., 
. r e n t a l on the bas i s of race^ a^d dlscEiftinstloh s t i l l exist® 

35n -the- sa l e <of housing* • " " ̂  , • 
; ! i - - __ • / - . - v • - ; ,. 

TJis meeting Tuesday night ttas the eiiBtfinatJon of t h r e e w^ek^ 
of discussions^ Despite previous statements" ttia*- the r e s c l u -
t i on of- legal obstacles )ms fer chief prpbion, ^Mayor ^ t o * ^ 

reTea3Jeii' - t fe t hh yms TUiegi&TtTcally' opposed' to an open oem?* - ; 
pan^-oirdiria&e ? even i f i t proves'to- be ^egal*. While h e - - ; 

expressed "qu^il i ied support: for-an ordinance feaQB^cg d i s ^ i - ' 
mination in-- l icensed renta l^ fee wi i ld p r a i s e no; l^iapcEL^fe. . 
actioti* -

• K " ^ I - . ; . - ^ • ;J . - - - . ^ 

Tir-'a responsible .coinnmnit^ moral leadership ? c s d ^ t te founded' 
on -the basis- of eq*dYocaijioh o f - t h i s kLnd^ ' 

• • • . - . 

-NegottatLofe had yielded notj&ng but exposure c f -hypo t r rd^ 
The <>rLEy aci&oxi l e f t — action we had discussed fcr weete ™ 
•ra» ciTiX disobedience* * ' ! ". 

At 30L*^I P*M«^ we confronted the coiWrftty -isi-tir a pled to -
search- t h e i r h e a r t e i Tfe g r a ^ t y of-'tsur actionj, J&psSfdlf 
aing\cmr futures arid suffering the i n d l g r d t i e s -of ^eers $&$ 
J ail!* IS .testimony %Tour committment ^and the irnmedia£y 6%-. 

.. -the i s sue* . §ome T & H be" deterred by ouo* actlott , but few lJ -
, iaBl remain ind i f fe ren t* We have made our committment ^9 
asfc: those^-deterred by our. act ion to re-search t k e i r te&irfe* 
^e beseecn those *feo wife u?r r e a l i s e the "seriousness of fee 
s i tua t ion to t ske actdoiTaOso - - t o ' t ake the r i s k of-

* speaking cuft and afetihg f o r fertS&ifch. they' tc&rtr ta b e ' g ^ d 
m& T i g h t * , *• / ^ . _ ' ' • '"• • j 


