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colorfastness before washing with
oxygen bleach for the first time.
Oxygen bleach does not inactivate
enzymes, so it may be used with
enzyme products.

Enzymes

nzymes are chemicals that are

found in all living things and
they speed up chemical reactions.
Therefore, enzymes are helpful for
laundry purposes because they aid in
the breakdown of organic stains
(proteins, carbohydrates, and fats) in
the same way enzymes in the human
body aid in digesting food. In laundry
products, these enzymes “digest” or
break down the organic stain so it is
more easily washed away by
detergent. Enzymes are especially
good for stains such as blood, milk,
eggs, gravy, collar and cuff soil, etc.
They also help whiten grayed or
yellowed fabrics. Be sure to soak
fabrics for at least %2 hour and follow
instructions listed on the product
label.

Prespotters

respotters contain petroleum

distillates and alcohol, among
other things, to help break down
stains. Liquid and aerosol
prespotters work particularly well on
greasy and oily stains, especially on
synthetic fabrics.

Use prespotters according to the
instructions listed on the product
label and wash immediately. Do not
allow treated fabrics to set for several
hours or days before washing
because the product may affect color.
You may also find it helpful to
pretreat stains with liquid detergent
or a paste of dry detergent and water.

Boosters

aundry boosters are made from a

variety of ingredients and thus
have a variety of purposes. Because
specific labeling is not required it is
difficult to know what will work best
on different cleaning problems. By
trial and error, you may find one you
like. Or, you may find that you do not
need them when if you use the
correct amount of detergent, other
products, and the proper water
temperature.

When using boosters, always follow
instructions listed on the product
label. If you have questions regarding
use or the ingredients in a specific
product, write or call the
manufacturer. Many products list a
tollfree telephone number on the
product label for this purpose.

Fabric Softeners

m abric softeners do not increase
soil removal. They lubricate fibers
to make the fabric feel softer and
smoother, and reduce static cling
and wrinkles. They do not affect
water softness.

Fabric softener spilled directly on
fabrics can cause stains. Also,
staining can occur by prolonged
contact with a softener sheet in the
dryer and/or too hot temperatures.
To prevent stains, dilute rinse-added
softener before you add it to the
washer, add wash-cycle softener to
wash water before adding clothes, or
use dryer loads large enough to
tumble freely in the dryer at
moderate temperatures. If a stain
does occur, remove it by rubbing it
with a bar of soap and then rinsing.

If you use rinse-added softeners do
not use any other laundry products
in the rinse water—no water
softener, no bluing, nothing—
because these may interfere with the
fabric softener action.

Because fabric softeners can build up
on fabrics and decrease absorbency,
do not use them each time you
launder. Skip every fifth wash or so.
Do not use softener on towels,
diapers, or similar items where
absorbency is very important.
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WHEN TO ADD

RECOMMENDED WATER
TEMPERATURE

SPECIAL NOTES AND WARNINGS

Normal bleaching time is 3-5 min. If
detergent contains enzymes, wait until last 5
min. of wash cycle to add bleach. Always
dilute—do not pour in directly.

Works in any water temperature. More
effective in warmer water.

e Always test fabrics for colorfastness before washing in
bleach for the first time.* Always dilute bleach before
adding to the wash and do not pour directly on clothes to
prevent fading colors and fabric damage. ® Bleach
gradually loses its effectiveness with age, and it
inactivates enzymes. Do not use bleach on rust

stains. ® Never mix bleach with ammonia.

Add with detergent at the beginning of the
wash cycle before adding clothes.

Works best in hot water, but may be used
with any water temperature. In cooler water,
bleaching takes more time.

Test fabrics for colorfastness before washing with oxygen
bleach for the first time.* Do not pour directly on wet
fabrics, as it can cause color change or damage the fabric.
May be used with enzyme products.

Follow instructions on product label.

Follow instructions on product label. Most
boosters are added at the beginning of the
wash cycle.

Depends on the product and the cleaning
job. Follow instructions on product label.

If in doubt about specific ingredients and use, call or write
the company. Many have toll-free numbers.

Add with detergent at the beginning of the
wash cycle or use as a presoak.

Most effective in warm water.

Follow instructions on product label.

Wash or rinse.

Any temperature—warm or hot is best.

Always test for colorfastness.* Do not pour directly on
clothes. Measure and dilute as directed.

Add to rinse cycle.

Any temperature.

Inactivated if used with soap or detergent. Available in
hardware, industrial supply or farm supply stores.

Add to either wash or rinse cycle.

Hot or warm.

Add at beginning of wash cycle, before
clothes.

Hot or warm.

Must be at least 70% pine oil. Not éffective in cold water.
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WHEN TO ADD

RECOMMENDED WATER
TEMPERATURE

SPECIAL NOTES AND WARNINGS

Soak at least ¥ hour or overnight. Do not
add chlorine bleach until after the soaking
period because it will inactivate enzymes.
Safe with oxygen bleach.

Use cool water for blood, egg or milk stains.

Use warm water for most other stains. Do
not use hot water.

Enzymes are inactivated by hot water and chlorine bleach.
Does not remove color of stains as bleach does—just
loosens stains to help remove them. Does not remove
hydrocarbon-based oil and grease. Does not attack metal,
enamel or glass containers.

Use slightly lower iron temperature.

Rinse cycle. Dilute before adding. It will stain
fabric if poured directly on it.

Any temperature.

Always dilute first. Fabric softener stains will attract rust
and soil and build up to a gray or grease-like stain. Adjust
amount to size of load. To prevent build-up, skip using
after several launderings. Do not use on items that need to
be absorbent, like towels.

With laundry detergent.

May be used in the rinse cycle as well. Follow instructions
on product label when using in this manner.

May spot some synthetics. If translucent spot develops,
rub with bar soap and rinse in clear water. Do not use
with hottest temperatures in commercial dryers.

Before washing,.

Any temperature. o

Wash items immediately after applying a pre-wash
treatment. Allowing the item to set before washing may
affect color.

Follow instructions on product label.

Follow instructions on product label.

Use slightly lower iron temperature.

Follow instructions on product label.

Add at the beginning of the wash cycle. If
iron is a problem, add during the rinse cycle
also.

Any temperature.

A mechanical water softener installed in the plumbing
system of a home is an alternative to using these
products.
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