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oWhat is GOOD STORAGE?

G()OI) STORA
living than
storage at the point of use is a great
Homemakers are quick to s

1 do more to simplil
igle factor in hous

¢ daily
ng. Proper
et to any house.

y other s

v their biggest problem in

storage is luck of space

One reason for too little storage space is our habit of
holding on to things that are never used. Often these
“never used” and those
some of the best storage space.

seldom used” articles oceupy

Today we have more food, clothes, furniture, equip-
ment, toys, and tools
than familics used to have, Many families are living in
small houses with no attic or basement or in houses

nd many other things to store

built 25 to 50 years ago when there was much legs to
store, With these many articles, homes can become
cluttered and unattractive unless they contain storage
space where things stored can be readily reached when
needed.

For example, supplies of soap, tissue, towels, and
toilet aceessories are used in the bathroom and should

. be stored there, Other items such as linens and elean-
ing equipment may be used in several locations. Cen-
trally located storage is best for these things.

If you are going to have organized storage in either
a new house or your present home, you will need to
plan carefully, for good storage doesn't just happen
Store your household belongings today wh
use them tomorrow.,

Vou can

Flan for improving vour storage by:
@ Listing the articles you have to store.
® Deciding where they will be first used.
@ Determining the kind and amount of space needed

to fit the things to be stored.

Families ha

v different types of articles to be stored
and different quantities of each, They also have differ-
ent ideas as to where they want to store the articles;
. Therefore
for efficiency and economy, storage units should be as
flexible as po

these ideas change over a period of ye

This bulletin gi
by in planning your storage needs for:

you ideas, suggestions, and guides to go

® Amounts and types of storage needed.
space already available.

o Ways to improve stora
. @ Ways to increase storage facilities within the home.
® Location of storage areuas.




BEDROOM

T Lack of clothing storage space is a major problem
e for many families. Closets are too few and too small.
Research has shown that each person in the family
needs a total of at least 48 inches of rod space for
= hanging up clothing.
2" Some other measurements to guide you in planning
i ) closets:
24 - [ i
T [ :
T Rod- il From floor to rod —
® 63 inches for strect dresses
#* 45 inches for suits, blouses, and skirts
® 72 inches for floor-length dresses
® 30 inches for 3- to 5-year olds
ga" # 45 inches for 6- to 12-year olds
Drowsrs —<{ | 11 to 15 inches depth of shelf above rod I
11 inches depth of second shelf above rod
9 inches allowance between shelves for shoes
24 inches minimum depth
T
4 ! -t L
/ W
T T T ¥ Y Making your clothing storage space easy to use
1 L | PR 1

® When two persons use the same closet, it is helpful
to divide it so that each one has his own section.
Plan so that nothing stands on the closet floor.

@ Have pull-out trays for underwear, sweaters, shirts
and other clothing. Use adjustable shelf space or
racks for shoes, hats, purses and ties. Make these
easy to reach,

Top shelf-*
Battom shall =

Full front openings to all storage is most desirable.

Hinged doors usually give the best use of space since
racks for accessories can be hung on the door. How-
ever if space in front of the closet is limited, folding

BEDROOM CLOSET ar sliding doors can be used.

DESIGNED ® Children’s closets need adjustable and removable
rods and fittings.
FOR o o e
@ Usually shallow drawers offer you more space which
ONE PERSON is easily

cessible.
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Most homes need at least two coat closets — one for
good wraps, another for children's play wraps and
work clothes.

The closet used for visitors', town, or school wraps
best located near the front entrance,
ample rod space so that garments will not be crushed
or wrinkled. A mirror, storage space for searfs, um-
brellas, purses, and hats should be provided,

The second closet for wraps should be located near
the back entrance, It is important to store play wraps
and work clothes so they are easy to put away and to
get out. Hooks rather than rods are usually used.
shelf or bins on the door for caps and mittens are a
convenience, A removable rack made of slats is efficient
for rubbers and overshoes, It should be placed high
enough from the floor to permit the use of
tray under it.

It should contain

plastic

Good ventilation is imperative in the storage of work
clothes. Louvered doors or apenings at the top and

COAT

bottom of the door will keep air eirculating. Keep
wraps used in cold or rainy weather in a warm room,
A small electric light bulb kept burning will maintain
the proper temperature.

Fittings in a coat closet should be adjustable and re-
movable to suit the changing needs of family members.

Hooks with 2 prongs should be provided for garments
not needing, hangers.

An extension rod which can be pulled out is con-

venient in a narrow, deep closet or a very shallow one.

An electric light is necessary in most closets

Study your closets to know what your family needs.
Maybe you do not need new closets, but only need to
make better use of the space you now have. Planning
will help you see what you need and how you can
provide it.

COAT

CLOSET

3y




o CLOSETS
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FOR BOTH

CHILDREN & ADULTS

4. "CHORE" COAT CLOSET



DINING ROOM

Many families today eat most of their meals in the
kitchen, Whether you eat in the kitchen, in the dining
room, or in the li
space. Wherever you eat you will want to store table
linens, some electrical equipment, and salt and pepper
shakers. You may wish to keep vour best dishes and
silver in the g area although some homemakers
prefer to keep all dishes in the kitchen.

ing room you need some stor

Shallow drawers or pull-out trays are best for storing

Shelves for dishes should be 12 in. deep ai
enough space above stacks for easy removal of
Store silver and linen in drawers or trays 20 1o 24 in. deep
below the shelves. This unit is 36 in. wide. Minimum width
should be 20 in.

linens as they pull out easily, and linens wrinkle less in
shallow than in deep drawers.

A dining room closet or cabinet should have a door
to enclose dishes. Shelves should be adjustable and
removable.

A cupboard built under a window is useful for stor-
ing electrical equipment and dining room supplies, or
a buffet may be used. Plan carefully so that you use
all space efficiently.

TABLE
LINENS

Pull-out shelves and shallow trays
are ideal for preventing wrin-
kling in stored table linens. They
can be taken to the laundry room
and linens can be placed on them
when iroacd. Suggested heights:
Drawers, 46 In.
Trays, up to 4 in.
Distance between pull-out shelves
and trays—2 in. This unit should
be 16 to 20 in. deep and 20 in.
while. Height is variable.

Waffle
Iran Rodie
! | — 0
Dining
Supplies Books

Toaster

DINING ROOM
STORAGE CABINET




e SEWING EQUIPMENT

This full-heighe
and supplics. Space for a sewing machine should be large
accommodate the largest portable machine. Width: at leas: 48 i
of drawers, 24 in; width of comparniment for hanging clothes,
24 in.

The homemaker usually sews a little at a time after hanging garments being constructed or mended, space
her routine housewark is done. The best place to keep for dress form, ironing board, if desired, and v
sewing equipment and supplies is in a closet off the basket. This space should be at least 24 inches wide.
bedroom or dining room or near wherever she sews.

ir

Storage on the inside of the doors is desirable. Hinged

doors are necessary for this. On one door you can

The sewing closet needs an open shelf for baskets,
patterns, magazines, and boxes. One section can pro-
vide shallow drawers for patters
pieces of cloth. Deeper drawers are better for mend-
ing and larger articles. A drawer space large enough
to house the portable machine should be included if door.

. one is used. Drawers should be 24 inches wide

fasten a rack for patterns, one for thread, another for
containers holding small supplies as well as hooks for
scissors. A full length mirror can be hung on the other

trimmings, and

If this space is not 2

ailable, carefully plan for stor-
One section of the closet should provide a rod for age of most used sewing needs at the point of use.




LIVING 4

In most homes the living room or family room is the
place where family members spend a good share of
their leisure time, Here they read, write letters, play
game linstruments, or pursue other hobbies

o mus

There should be storage space for books and
zines nea articles may be kept in
closets with nd without doors, or on
helves of bricks and boards are inexpen-

v macle,

adjustable shelves

A desk which provides space for writing and storing
writing supplies and for business papers is needed in
home. It may be located in the living room.
pers may be stored in a separate unit if the
v desires.

Today many families need storage space for a record

This unit provides writing and storage space. A 36.in, width
is preferred; a 32in. wide unit is minimum. Other dimen-
sions shown may be followed for best resulis, Book shelves
may or may not be included.

ment should be ar least 12 in. high. Book shelves may or may
not be included.

10




AREA

player And they may need a place for
band instruments, sheet music, and music racks. A
closet with adjustable shelves located off the living
room may provide storage for these articles.

nd records,

Toys used in the living room may be stored there.
Drawers, trays, or enclosed shelves for such storage
prevent the room from having a cluttered appearance.
Open shelves for toys may be more suitable in a play
room or a child’s own room.

Storage space for card tables and folding chairs is
necessary toc A se the living
room may provide this space. Another solution is to
store tables on a hinged rack fitted in front of the chairs.

m of a closet nes

You can combine and arrange the ideas suggested
here to suit vour family needs and space available.

STORAGE

A FOLDING CHAIRS & TABLES

his unit are stored on a hinged rack parallel
et door. Chairs are stored in 2 rows back of the
24 in, deep. Width: at least 36
o 18 in, or w and table ops larger than
in. Height of unit: 40 in. (Allow a margin above the
folded chairs).

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

This unit is 16 in. deep. Depth depends on base of the m
stands. Number and kinds of instruments deter
and height. Plac justable shelves above the allest ar
stored on base of the unit.

4 BUSINESS
PAPERS

AL (ront to back) metal
Rle will it this cabinet. Depth
depends on type of cabinet. Most
metal files are about 15 in. wide.
Inside width should be slightly
wider than the file. Height is
variahle.




BEDDING AND LINENS

A hall closet near the bedrooms is convenient for
storing bedding and tow Full width, full height
doors make all the storage space available.

Trays or shelves make it easy to store bedding. They
have an advantage over drawers in that they may be
placed on supports which make it possible to adjust the
spacing. Another advantage is that contents are more
should always be used in closets that
ches deep.

Removable, adjustable shelves may be used near the

BEDDING

This unit is 24 in, deep and 24 in. wide. Heighe is able.
Top and botiom ¢
Other trays may be made 1o vary from

pull-out sorting tray can be placed ar w

vs have a usable height of 12 in. each.
o9 or 10 in. A
eight.

top of the closet for the seldom-used articles

A sorting board or shelf makes it easy to sort linen
for storing. This may be a hinged board or a pull-out
ane which fits under a shelf at about waist height.

Sheets, pillow nd towels are more easily

reached if stored in sev s rather than a few
You should be able to get the article you

wish, without having to move others.

high one

articles used most often within the

Comforters Variable
Pillows
Suitcases
Quilts 12"
Light |
blankets _‘_
Towels
Wash cloths "
Sheets i
Pillow coses J
3 L [ n"
— =
Heavy Pullout board-"‘
blankets 16"
Boxes
Etc 224"
. T T
]_ T
| | \
T — —t=

=

Closet depth: 18 to 24 inches

LINEN CLOSET




o BATHROOM STORAGE

Many homes have inadequate storage for bathroom
supplies and equipment. An analysis of what is used in Varigble
the bathroom will suggest the storage space needed.  Storage
Provide storage for the following:

® Bath towels, hand towels, wash cloths, bath mats. ‘

® Toilet supplies and equipment, reserve supplies of Storage 12"
facial tissues, toilet paper, and soap. 1

® Wastebasket. - 4

® Cleaning supplies and equipment used in bath  Medicines ?
room. i

o Medicines, disinfectants, and first aid kit. Towels r 1"

e Family member personal supplies |

® Clothes hamper, if chute is not installed. Trays for

* Hot water bottle. toilet

-

Wash cloths
Towels

4
2 4"
Infant's wear and special bath equipment. articles ___1_.

Cleaning g"
Supplies
BATHROOM {
[ I
SUPPLIES L =
t
o st 4 o o e Solled clothes 24k
large bath towels folded i or
thirds. .l\ I:::d' (:mp\n: Clothes chute
ment should be provided i
for medicines and lotions, 3 -

il there are small children
in the family. The unit
should be full height and
at Jeast 24 in. wide.

C i ar for

e A shallow wall cabinet, with sliding doors, for
bottles. Removable and adjustable shelves.
Towel rods of suffi
bers and guests.

ent number for family mem-

Shallow drawers for tooth paste, cream, and small
flat articles.
Closet for towels.

Large double hook for hanging a robe or other
garment




CLEANING EQUIPMENT

Storage space for cleaning equipment makes any
home more attractive. Many houses have no such stor-
age space. In most of those houses a cleaning closet
can be built at small cost. It should have shelves to
store cleaning supplies and hooks or clamps for equip-
ment that will hang. A section of wall covered with
peg board is an aid to efficient storage. This closet is
also a good place to keep extra table leaves in a special
case or dividers, The ironing board may be stored here.

Inside walls finished with washable enamel or plastic
will be easily cleaned and impervious to oil.

A closet in the living area is ideal for storing the
vacuum cleaner and attachments, dust cloths, and dry
mops which are used in this area.

Cleaning equipment can be stored best in a unit
16 inches deep and 36 inches wide, as articles are most
accessible in a closet of these dimensions,

Two shelves may be useful. The top one should be
within reach of the woman of average height, The
lower shelf height is determined by the height of the
tallest equipment.

Hinged doors provide extra storage space.

A unit 16 in. deep and 36 in. wide, or one 24 x 24 in. is
sufficient to store cl ng equipment. One or two shelves
may be placed at the top within reach of a woman of average
height. Place them high enough to store tall equipment.
Allow 63 in. for storing folded ironing board.

CLEANING
EQUIPMENT




o SPORTS AND HOBBIES

Sports and hobby equipment are best stored near an out-
side door. Because of the number and variety it
shape of sports articles, as well as differences in fami
ests, be sure to provide special racks, compartments, shelves

wl hooks.

Planned spaces are needed for such equipment as guns,
fishing equipment, movies, golf bags, baseball, and ten
These are but a few of the recreational articles which many
families must store.

Flexibility, which is so essential to sports and hobby
storage, can be achieved through adjustable shelves or by the
use of peg board.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

acks, umlluannwnu. and shelves can o©

. Movie screen co
. high, 8 in
Width depends on the
hit.

eniently store many
artment is 65 in,
e, and 8 in. deep,

mber

Use hooks for many small item:
and kinds of articles. It is full

TOYS

Shelves for toys ean be built of plywood or other room and can be made to fit whatever space is avail-
wood and can be open or enclosed, Such shelves are able. Crates may also be used if they are made sturdy
usually locuted in the family room or the child’s own and attractive,

This unit for indoor toys has ad justable
shelves, ic pullout trays under
shelves make good storage for small

Width: variable —
Height: chililren can reach all shelves
il cabinet height is not more than 48 in.




LAUNDRY AREA

Many homes provide little or no storage space in the
laundry area. For g s supplies and
equipment in closed cabi hle shelves,
at the point of use, and within easy reach, at the wash-
ing machine and sink,

A built-in ironing board or a free-standing one for
the laundry area is a matter of personal preference.
You should have closet space for the free-standing
board where it is most readily aceessible at the point
of use, The iron should also be stored here. A closet
60 inches high and 18 to 18 inches front-to-back will
provide space for the ironing board,

When the laundry is done in the kitchen, make some
provision for storing soiled clothes in some other area
of the house,

* Peg board
storage spac

attached to the wall provides good
for handling tools and many kinds

do yourself. It is the best place to store both suppli
and tools for all types of repairs,
Regardless of the size of your shop, follow these rules:

# Store your most used things within the easy-reach
are;

® Have an orderly arrangement — u tool cabinet with
hinged doors that open up twice its width and
holds all the basic tools.

16

of equipment.

Make your shop safe —

® Provide orderly storage for nails, screws, bolts,
machine parts and other supplies. Use small bins,
glass jars, or clear plastic containers.

* Keep oil and grease in covered containers, Keep
gasoline only in small quantities and in o red can.




GARDEN TOOLS

Tools for the yard and garden are best stored out of
doors in a dry place that can easily be reached from
outside the house, Most families use the garage or
carport. Hooks of various sizes and shapes can be used
to hang all kinds of tools and equipment on peg board
which has been attached to the walls, Fasten this board
to the studs; or if wall is sealed, mount the board on

strips to insure at least % inch clearance for manipula-

tion of hooks,

Arrange tools so that each has its own spot within
¢ reach.

Keep dust and sprays in a waterproof place on high
shelves or locked in a cabinet,

Put large equipment as near the doorw
but out from underfoot.

Tricycles, bicycles, wagons, scooters, and other
wheeled toys are dangerous when left on walks or in
the yard. Storage space in the garage for these things
will encourage children to take care of their property.

1s possible

17




Suggestions
for
providing
MORE
STORAGE

in
your home

THE DEEP CLOSET

BEFORE

Room

Closet Hall

Room

AFTER
If 4% to 5 feet deep

Room

o L # L
Closet

Closet

: d

Room

AFTER
If 3% to 4 feet deep

Room

= = ﬂ
Shelves Closet
Hall
Closet § shelves
- =hm =

Room




THE LONG NARROW CLOSET

[} BEFORE AFTER
Room | Room I
e Closet Ma
Room I Room I

Closets taken from large room:
BEFORE AFTER

Room

. Room

Closet §Closet § Closet
o

Room Room

Closets on either side of door or window:
BEFORE AFTER

Room

-
Closet I I Closet
-

[ ] Room Room

Room

14




Principles of
GOOD STORAGE

® Get rid of unused articles
® Store at point of use

® Store within easy reach the things
you use most often

® Plan storage spaces to fit articles
to be stored .

® Put articles in their planned space

Iuved in furtherance of cooperstive extension work in agricubture and
U.§. Depatment of Agriculture. N, P, Aalitos, Director, Cooperative E

ncts of May 8, and June 30, 1914,
. Michigsn State University, East Lansing.

cooperation with the
Michigan
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