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TEXTILE
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GIVE LABELS
A TRY BEFORE
YOU BUY
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By BenNerTa KAHABKA

Extension Clothing Specialist

WOULD YOU LIKE to be more expert at shopping
for clothing? Some clothing buys are very satisfactory
—others much less so, Why? How can you eliminate
guesswork and error when shopping for clothes?

Your first step is to look at textiles (and the mer-
chandise of which they are made) in terms of what
you really expect them to do for you.

This is performance. Satisfaction comes from select-
ing clothing which performs in the ¢ we wish,

Performance may mean different things to each of
us and will also vary with the item of clothing we're
looking for.

Performance in clothing may relate to:

No fiber, fabric or APPEARANCE One or more of
garment will sabis- e amee  HhESe performimces
factorily meet all EASE OF CARE ) Ly more im-
of these at one DURABILITY portant fo you with
tima. COMFORT @ pieen item of

clothing.
ECONOMY

The kind of performance you expect from blue
jeans varies mrmdenblv from the performance you
expect from a ss shirt. Similarly, you cannot
expect the factor of a silk shantung
dress to be equalled by the “durability” factor.

ABOUT LABELS

We see an array of tags and labels attached to
clothing articles. Of what use are they?

sy can help you judge expected performance,

y those performances concerned with use and

care. To do this we need to learn to recognize names
and guides and what they stand for.

This folder is designed to help you:

Get acquainted with some of the meaningful terms
and directions found on labels and tags attached to
clothing;

Interpret them so that you can get more satisfaction
from the money you spend on clothing.

CLUES TO CARE ON LABELS

Federal legislation (The Textile Fiber Products
Identification Act of 1960) provides that each label
must state generic (FAMILY or GENERAL CLASS)
name of a fiber or fibers as well as their percentage
within the fabric, for example 65% Dacron (polyester)
and 35% cotton, There are many tradenames associ-
ated with some of the generic or family names.

COTTON is a family name.

ACRYLIC is also a family name, On labels, acrylies
are further designated by trademarks like Acri
Creslan, Orlon, Zefran.

Trademarks further identify a fiber with the manu-

facturer, seller or producer.

Remembering all the trademarks would be difficult,
It is important, however, for you to recognize generic
or FAMILY names and what they mean in terms of
use and

Here are some clues to use and care in relation to
generic or FAMILY names. You'll notice that they are
grouped together according to similarity.
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GENERIC
NAME
(family)

Corrox

TO

GENERAL CLUES
TO CARE

Remave olly stains be-
fore washing; washing
st these stak
newtly.

Launder wash-and-wear
along with untreated cot-
tons in hot water,

Before washisg rayon,
be sure the Labsed says it {s
washahle,

FABRI(

Thewn fibers add 1o
wearing comfort because
they absarh body moisture.

SILK ove oily Mains be-  Drycleaning s preler-
; fore washing; washing may  ahle.
Woaot these staing  perma-
mently.
Aveld  high  tempera-
tures, Use cool tempera-
tare in  washing  and
pressing to help prevenst
yellawing.
To prevent felting of
woal, wse low agitation in
washing  machine  and
avaid rubbing when wet.
o not we chloring
hieach.
Russen Do mot exposs ganments  Tharoughly rinse to re-
containing rubber to olls, move sap or detergent
BPANDEX fats, lotions, Cream, e in laundering.
o excewsive nli L
heat, Wash froquently b
remove body ofls, Avokl
cunstant everstreteh.
o et use chiorine type Spandex can be ma-
bleach on garments con- chine wasbed (not over
fex. Spandex 140°F) and machime
o body o dried (net aver THO°F ).
and  dete
ACTYLIC Hesistant to shrinking

MopacayLic

Water bome stales can
be wiped or washed off
easily,

Use tomperatires
in drying and pressing.

Press clothing  lghtly.
Not mecessary to hlock
yweatess,

Math and mildew.resi
ant,

and stretching, Thermo-
plastic (cam be heat set)
and more affected by heat
than the natural fbers.

Absorh little mvoisture,

Modacrylics have less

tendeney to pill than ae-
rylicw,

Avold  steam  pressing
Verel and Dymel (Mod-

ac ).

White nylon has o temd-
eney o pick up color

wven feem wash-fart eotor.
Nylon may bo weakened
by bong exposure to strang
sunlight. Polyesters
mare esistant 0 damage
from sux
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GENERIC AL CLUE
NAME TO CARE
| (family)
ACETATS Hemove cily stai Aeotate does ot absorh
- - fore warking; washing may  mobstu ch an Fay-
| TmacETATE sot these stains perma- om. Solution dyed acetate
ently. Ia resistant to fading from
Use low temperstures  washing, perspirtion, sun-
in drying and pre light and atmospheric
wases,
Water #aina can he Trincetate is not heat
wiped off easily, sensitive as acetabe, b
Avoidd contact with ace-  gistant to wrinkling and
tone amd paint remove retaing  pressed
they may dissolve the fiber.
Moth and mildewresin=
Handwash glass o Extremely strong, resist-
Hakna. Av inging, rul to suslight aed wie
maospheric fumes, does pot
Thairn,
Does ot shrink  or
machise wash or dry steesch.
AZLON Weak when wet and re- Mot widely available st
quires carcful handling.  present.
srength and ¢l
inah
to retard pilling.
METALLIC Avoisd ahrasion and fes-
Ing.
OLEFIN Very sensitive 1o heat. Used for seat coven,
low (not eover ugholstery fabrics  and
200 temperatures. i
VINAL Hent semsitive—use Jow  Hesistant 10 abrasion

temperatun

Very hoat sensitive—will
melt al mormal  froning
temperaties.

and tearing. Used in min-
wear and swimwear.

Fesstant to wcids and

alkalinrs—wi istrial

use,




FIBER CONTENT JUST ONE CLUE

Reliable fi gnize that perf
depends upon yarn construction; fabric weave or
knit; finishes; dye or design application; garment de-
sign, construction and trim,—in addition to fiber con-
tent.

The question today is not what miracles a fiber can
perform but what the elothing will do. There is other
information on labels to help us interpret perform-
ance, There are trade names for yarn processes.

y HELANCA (stretch yarn)
Soma TYCORA {bulk yarn)
iiivples TEXTURALIZED (bulk crimp yarn)
SAYELLE (self-blocking)
There are trade names for textile finishes.
BELFAST {wash-and-woar)
Sawme SYLMER (water repellant)
examples SCOTCHGARD (stain repellent)
SANFORIZED (shrinkage controlled)

Furthermore by eye and by hand you can, to some
extent, eval perf hecking the close-
ness of weave or knit, the quality of sewing con-
struction.

VOLUNTARY PERFORMANCE LABELING

Much work is being done voluntarily by the textile
and clothing manufacturing industry and other inter-
ested groups to provide textile products manufactured
and labeled toward performance satisfactions. Some
of these labeling programs are just beginning to ap-
pear. The examples on this page are but a few ex-
amples from the entire industry.®

WASHABLE
ANISET

DRY CLEANABLE
COLOR CODING FOR CARE

Green striped tag—WASHABLE—indicating that
the fabric requires normal care and will not shrink,
fade, or bleed when laundered by machine at home
or by a reputable commercial laundry.

Amber striped tag—MACHINE WASHABLE AT
WARM SETTING—meaning that the fabric may be
safely laundered by machine at home at the lukewarm
setting of 105° F., and will not shrink out of fit or
have any noticeable color change.

Red siriped tag—DRYCLEANABLE—indicating
that the fabric may be safely dry or wet cleaned by

bl and will resist

* For purpose of clarification, it is necessary to lst brand
names of some textile products and processes in this bulletin.
No endorsement of these products is intended nor criticism

My e 4
fume fading and will not soil the body or other gar-
ments worn with it due to color migration caused by

implied of similar products which are not

—
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TEST MEASURED PERFORMANCE

TRADEMARK

Checked Standard of Shrinkage
and Wash-and-Wear

The fabric in this garment was
regularly tested during production
and meets exact standards for
shrinkage* and Wash-and-Wear per-
formance.

ELECTRONICALLY TESTED

This label indicates the performance expected of
wash-and-wear fabs relation to:

Smoothness after w g (this does not nee
mean that ironing will be eliminated but that ironing
time will be shortened).

Resistance to wrinkling.

Resistance to shrinking,

Resistance to tearing.

Resistance to wear.

ssarily

ITs UP TO YOU TO FOLLOW THROUGH

WHEN COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS ARE
GIVEN FOR CARE, FOLLOW THEM FAITH-
THROUGHOUT THE LIFE OF THE CAR-
MENT TO CGET THE MOST SATISFACTION
FROM YOUR PURCHASE.

INFORMATIVE LABELING:
A SERVICE TO YOU
You are a part of a team with producers, manufac-
turers, retailers, educators, and other consumers in
supporting informative labeling. You can begin NOW!
L. Look for those PERFORMANCE qualities which
are most important to you for the money you
have to spend.
Use any product you buy as it was intended to
be used, and care for it as suggested.
. Save labels and return the garment if you have a
legitimate complaint. With courtesy, pleasel

For other information on buying and caring for textile
products, you may be interested in the following bul-
letins:

400 Using Modern Laundry Aids

401 Problems in Textile Care

402 Easy Care—Do I Select It At the Store?
404 Keeping Clothes in Service

You may obtain single free copies at your County
Cooperative Extension office or from:

M.S.U. Bulletin Office
P.O. Box 231
East Lansing, Michigan

Recognize—Interpret—Judge—Use Wisely

for clothes shopping
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