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See also the first in this series: Extension Bulletin E-860 on “General Considerations."

BY GLENN DUDDERAR, Extension Wildlife Specialist

DURING THE SUMMER, fall and oc-
casionally winter, large numbers of star-
lings, grackles, redwings and cowbirds
may take up residence in large roosts
near human dwellings. The noise, odor,
filth and health hazard make the re-
moval of these roosts desirable.

REPULSION

Frightening Devices

Large roosts of these birds can be
dispersed by the intelligent use of
frightening techniques. The uncoor-
dinated, random use of frightening de-
vices is not effective.

Follow these guidelines to use

frightening devices effectively:

1. Apply the techniques as the birds
arrive at the roost, but before they
enter the roost. Frightening de-
vices are not effective once the
birds land in the roosting area.

2. Apply the frightening devices
around the roost and not in the
roost itself. Frightening devices
are not effective in the roosting
area proper.

3. Apply the frightening devices per-
sistently. It normally requires 3 to
4 successive evenings before the
roosting birds move.

The necessary frightening devices in-
clude automatic acetyline or propane
exploders, double-shot shotgun shells,
recorded alarm and distress calls broad-
cast over loudspeakers, and other pyro-
technique devices. Where possible, use
regular shotgun ammunition as well.

When preparing for roost-moving,
buy enough materials to last at least
three to four nights. This usually means
at least a tank of gas or 2 Ib. of carbide
for the automatic exploders, a case of
double shotgun shells, a good supply of
batteries to operate portable recording
equipment and ample live ammunition.

A director should see that these
devices are placed at appropriate points
around the roost and that their opera-
tors are instructed in their proper and
safe use. Equipment should be set up
and operators prepared to perform at
least a half hour before birds arrive. As
the birds arrive, begin operating the
equipment and continue until full dark.
The decrease in birds in the roost the
first night may not be perceptible, and
observers and the press may report that
the operation is a failure. Do not judge
success or failure until the third or
fourth night when the roost should be
empty. Occasionally, roost-moving op-
erations may require up to seven days.

Roost Alteration

An alternative to frightening devices
is altering the roost to make it unaccep-
table to the birds. It is not necessary to
destroy the vegetation completely. Ex-
perience shows that if 50% of the trees
in the roost can be cut down, the roost
then becomes unacceptable to the birds,
and they leave.

One hazard always present in roost-
moving is the location of the new roost-
ing site. It may be necessary to move the
birds from several locations until the
birds select a roosting site acceptable to
the site owners. Occasionally a large
roost may split into three or four smaller
roosts, intensifying the problem.

Special assistance and instruction in
roost moving is available from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the MSU
Extension Service.

LETHAL MEASURES

Several chemicals can destroy birds in
a roosting situation, However, these
chemicals must be used under the super-
vision of professional pest control
operators or government agencies. For
additional information, contact your
county extension service or the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.
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See also the first in this series: Extension Bulletin E-860 on "General Considerations."

By GLENN DUDDERAR, Extension Wildlife Specialist

WOODPECKERS are an interesting,
valuable part of the environment, but
occasionally they do considerable dam-
age to wooden houses and trees.

CONTROL MEASURES

Woodpeckers usually peck on wooden
siding because it contains insects.
Woodboring insect larvae, originally in
the tree, may still be in the siding, and
certain adult insects overwinter in the
siding. Thus, to prevent woodpecker
damage, the insects must be destroyed
by the application of lindane or meth-
oxychlor.

Woodpeckers also peck on house sid-
ing to drum. Drumming in the spring is
the woodpecker’s way of announcing its

territory. Drumming can sometimes be
stopped by repeatedly frightening the
bird whenever it begins drumming. Sud-
den loud noises, water from the garden
hose, or a flashing mirror may suffice.
Other visual repellants, such as owl
silhouettes or decoys, twirllers and
aluminum pie pans may or may not
help. Sheet metal fastened over the
drumming spot may also stop drum-
ming. On rare occasions, it may be nec-
essary to shoot or trap the woodpecker.
Air rifles or .22 caliber rat shot are
usually the most practical weapons.
Wooden-base rat snap traps affixed to
the damaged spot may catch and kill the
woodpecker.

The yellow-bellied sapsucker is the
only member of the woodpecker family

that regularly injures healthy trees. Sap-
suckers punch rows of % inch holes
through the bark to obtain sap. The
same tree is often revisited. Bleeding
wounds disfigure the tree and become
access sites for disease and insccts.

Sapsuckers can be repelled from or-
namental trees by spraying or smearing
the injured areas with sticky repellents
(See Sources of Supply). In plantations
or orchards, heavily damaged trees
should be left alone, if possible. Sap-
suckers will concentrate on these trees.
Killing is usually inefficient.

If necessary, permits from the Law
Enforcement Division, Michigan DNR,
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, can
be obtained to shoot or trap the wood-
pecker.
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