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INTRODUCTION

"Essays ¥From the Minister of Defense” is a collection

of truths, principles and beliefs practiced by the Black
Panther Party. The writings come from the pen of Huey
Newton, the Minister of Defense of the Black Panther Par-
ty but the spirit of the writings, the faith expressed and the
undying love for black people exhibited therein comes from
the souls of colomized black people. The people are the
heroes.

The Black Panther Party 1s 3 vanguard party for we
Africans in U.S. What we believe in is armed revelution,
a permaneni revolution, the ereation of as many Viet Nams
ags are necessary to defeat U. 5, racismm and imperialism
throughout the world. As vou read “Essays From the Min-
ister of Defense”™ vou will bhegin to understand the princi-
ples for the armed revolution that is beginning in the U.S,
If you carry out the principles, vou will be a people’s war-
rior, and will be bringing black peopie and the oppressed
people everywhere closer to freedom, justice, and equal-
ity throughout the world. The Minister of Defense is cur-

rently held in Alameda County jail.

Our slogan is Huey will be set free by any meansnec-
essary and if he is not set free the sky s the Hmit

George Murray
Minister of Education
Black Panther Party



IN DEFENSE OF SELF DEFENSE °

By Huey P. Newton

Intreduction:

Huey P. Newton’s column in THE BLACK PANTHER
newspaper was entitled “In Defense of Self Defense. * The
following articles by the Minister of Defense were taken
from those columns.

0%k 0k k& &

“In Defense of Self Defense.” June zﬁ, 1987,

Laws and rules have always been made to serve peo-
ple. Rules of society are set up by people so that they will
be able to function in a harmonious way. In other words,
in order to promote the general welfare of society, rules
and laws are established by men. Rules should serve men,
and net men serve rules. Much of the time, the laws and
rules which officials attempt to inflict wpon poor people are
non-functional in relation to the status of the poor in socie-

ty .

These officials are blind te the fact that people should
not respect rules that are not serving them. It is the duty
of the poor to write and consiruct rules and laws that are
in their betier interests. This is one of the basic human
rights of all men.

Before 1776, white people were cclonized by the Eng-
fish. The English government had cerfain laws and rules
that the colonized Americans viewed as not im their best
interests but as a colonized people. At that time the Eng-
lish gevernment feit that the colonized Americans had ne
right to establish laws to promeote the general weifare of
the people living here in America. The colonized Amer:-
can felt he had no choice but to raise the gun in defense of
the welfare of the colonized people. At this time, he made
certain laws insuring his protection from external and in-
ternal aggressions from governments and agencies. One
such form of protection was the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which states: “. . .whenever any government be-
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comes destructive ito these entds, it iz the right of the
people io alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new gov-
ernment, layving its foundatioms on such principles and or-
ganizing its powers in such forms as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety and happiness.”

Now these same colonized white people, these ex-
slaves, robbhers, and thieves, have denied the colonized
biack man the right to even spealk of abolishing this op-
pressive system which the white colonized American cre-
ated. They have carried their madness to the four cor-
ners of the earth, and now there is universal rebellion
against their continued rule and power. The Black people
in America are the only people who ean free the world,
lposen the yoke of colonialism and destroy the warmea-
chine. As long as the wheels of the imperialistic war ma-
chine are turning there is mo country that can defent this
monster of the West., But Black people can make s mal-
function of this machine from within., Black people can
destroy the machinery that’s enslaving the world., Ameri-
ca cannot stand to fight every Black couniry in the world
and fight a civil war at the same time., It is militarily
impossible to do both of these things at once.

The slavery of Blacks in this <country provides the oil
for the machinery of war that America uses to enslave the
peoples of the world., Without this oil the machine r ¥ can.
not function. We are the driving shaft; we are in such a
strategic position in this machinery that, once we become
dislocated, the functioning of the remainder of the machin

ery breaks down.

Pennad up in the ghettos of America, surrounded by
his factories amd all the physical componenis of his eco-
nomic system, we have been made inte “the wretched of
the earth, * who are relegated to the position of spectators
while the white racists run their imternational con gameon
the suffering peoples. We have been brainwashed to be-
lieve that we are powerless and that there is nothing we
can do for ourselves to bring abowt 2 speedy liberation for
our people. We have been taught that we must please our
oppressors, that we are only ten per EEHF of the Pﬂﬁu!ﬂtlﬂn,
and therefore, we must confine our tactics to ﬁﬂt_?ﬂgﬂI'lES
caleulated not to disturb the sieep of our tormentors.



The ppower Structure inflicts pain and brutality uporn
the peoples and then provides controlled outlets for the
pain in ways least iikely to upset them or interfere with
the process of exploitation. The people must repudiate the
channels estahlished as tricks and deeeitful snaresby the
exploiting oppressors. The people must oppose every-
thing the Oppressor supports and support everything that he
opposes, If Black people go about their struggle for liber-
ation in the way that the oppressor dictates and sponsors,
then we will have degeneraied te thelevel of groveling
flunkies for ihe oppressor himself. When the oppressor
makes a vicious attack against freedom fighters because of
the way that such freedom fighters choose to ge about their
liberation, then we kmnow we are moving in the direction of
ocur liberation. TFhe racist dog oppressors have no rights
which oppressed Black people are bound to respect. As
long as the racist dogs pollute the earth with the evil of
their actions, theyv do not deserve any respect atall, and
the rules of their game, written in the people’'s blood, are
beneath contempt.

The oppressor must be harassed until his doom. He
must have no peace by day or by night. The slaves have
always. outnumbered the slavemasters. The power of the
oppressor resis upon the submissiom of the people. When
Black people really unite and rise up in all their spiendid
millions, they will have the strength {0 smash injustice.
We do not understand the power in our numbers. We are
millions and millions of Black people scattered acress the
continent and throughout the Western hemisphere. There
are more Dlack people in America than the total population
of many couniries that now enjoy full membership in the
United Nations. They have power and their power is based
primarily on the faci{ that they are organized and united

with eaeh other. They are recognized by the powers of the
world.

We, with all our numbers, are recegnized by no one.
in fact, we d¢ 1ot even recognize our own selves. We are
unaware of the potential power latent in our numbers. In
195?? Hl' thE: flndst of a hosiile racist nation whese hidden
racism 18 INSIRBE to the surface at 2 phenomenal speed, we
are still so blind io oy eritical fight for our very survival
that we are continuing to function in petty, futile ways.Di-
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vided confused, fighting among ourselves, we are still

in the elementary stage of thrnwing rocks, stieks, empty
wine bottles and beer cans at racist cops who Ue in wait
for a chance to murder unarmed Black Peeple. The racist
cops have worked out a system for suppressing these spon-
taneous rebellions that flare up from the amger, frustra-
tion, and desperatiom of the masses of Black people. We
can no longer atford the dubicus luxury ef the terribie
casualties wantonly inflicied upon us by the cops during

fthese spontaneous rebellions.

Black people must now move, from the grassroecis:r
through the perfumed circles of the Black bourgeoisie, to
seize by any means necessary a proportiommte share of the
power vested and collected in the siruciure of America.
We musi organize and unite te combat by lomng resistance
the brutal force used against us daily. The power struc-
ture depends upon the use of fore e withinm retaliation. This
is why they have made it a felony to teach guerilla warfare.
Thiz is why they want the people vnarmed.

The racist dog oppressor fears the armed peopie; they
fear most of all Black people armed with weapons and the
ideology of the Black Panther Party For Self Defense. An
unarmed people are slaves or are subject to skavery at any
given moment. If a government is not afraid of the people
it will arm the people from foreign aggression. Black
people are held captive in the midst of their oppressors.
There is a world of difference between thirty million un-
armed, submissive Black people and thirty million Black
people armed with freedom and defense guns and ihe stra.
tegic methods of liberation.

When a mechanic wants to fix a broken-down car &n-
gine, he must have the necessary tools io do the job.
When the people move for liberation, they st have the
basic too! of liberatiion: the gun. Only with the power of
the gun can the Black masses halt the terzor¥ and bratality
perpetuated againsti them by ithe armed racist poewer struc.
ture;: and in one sense only by the power of the gun can the
whole world be transformed into the earthly paradise
dreamed of by the people from time jmmemorial. ' _{Z}HE
successful practitioner of the art and sciene® of “3“{*“5‘_1
liberation and self defense, Broither M=zo Tsea~tung, put it



B

this way: “We are advocates of the abolition of wary, We
do not want war; but war can only be abolished through
war, and in order to get rid of the gun it is mecessary fo

take up the gun.

The blood, sweat, tears and suffering of Black people
are the foumdations of the wealth and power of the United
States of America, We were forced to build America, and
if forced to, we will tear it down, The immediate result
of this destruection will be suffering and bloodshed. But
the end result will he the perpetual peace for all mankind.

B e i e e s e ity
“In Defense of Self Defense” Jualy 3, 1987

Historically, the power structure has demmanded that
Black leaders cater io their desires and to the emnds of the
imperialistic racism of the oppressor. The power strue-
ture has endorsed those Black leaderz who have reduced
themselves to noihing more than apologizing parrots.
They have divided ihe so-called bhiack leaders within the
political arena. The oppressors sponsor radio programs,
give space in their racist pewspapers, and have shown
them the Iunxury enjoved only hy the eppressor. The
Black leaders serve the oppressor by purposely keeping
the people submissive amnd passive - non-violent. At any
moment that these so-called Black leaders respond to the
cries of the suffering and downirodden, unempioved and
welfare recipients whe hunger for liberation by any

means nNecessary-

Historically, thers have been a few Black men who
have rejecied the handouis of the oppressor amd who have
refused to apread the cppressor’s treachercus principles
of deceit, gradual indoctrination and brainwashing, and
who have refused to induige in the criminal activity of
teaching submission, fear, and love for an ememy who
hates the very color black and is determined to ecommmit
genocide on an international s tale,

There has alwavs existed i the Black calony of Afro-
America a fundamental different € over which tactics
from the bread spectrum of alternsatives Blacic people
should employ in their struggle for national liberation.



One side of this difference comntends that Black peopie
are in the peculiar position where, in order to gain ac-
ceptance into the “mainstream” of American life, they
must employ no tactic that will anger the oppressor
whites. This view holds that Black people constitute a
hopeless minority .and that salvation for Black people lies
in developing brotherly relations, There are certain
tacties that are taboo. Viclence against the oppressor
must be avoided at all costs, because the oppressor will
retaliate with superior violence. So Black people may
protest, but not protect. They can complain, but not cut
and shoot. In short, Black people must at all costs re-
main non-vicleni.

On the other side of the difference, we find that the
point of departure is the principle that the oppressor has
no rights that the oppressed is bound to respeci. Kill the
slavemaster, destroy him utterly, move againsi him
with implacable fortitude. Break his oppressive power
by any means necessary. Men who have stood before
the Black masses and recommended this response to the
oppression have been held in fear by the oppressor. The
Blacks in the colony who were wed to the non-viclent.
alternative could not relate to the advocates of implacable
opposition to the oppressor. Because the oppressor al-
ways prefers to deal with the less radical, i. e. , less
dangerous, spokesmen for his subjeects. He would pre-
fer that his subjects had no spokesmen =zt all, or better
yet, he wishes to speak for them himself. Unable to do
this practically, he does the mnext best thing, and endorses
spokesmen who will allow him o speak through them to
the masses, Paramount amongst his imperatives is to
see to it that implacable spokesmen are never allowed
te communicate their message to the masses. They are
never allowed to communicate their message to the
masses. Their oppressor will resort to any means
necessary to silence the implacable. "

The oppressor, the endorsed spokesmen, and the
implacable form the three points of a triangie of death.
The oppressor leoks upon the endorsed spokesmen as a
iool to use against the implacable to keep the masses
passive within the acceptable limits of the tactics he is

¢apable of containing. The endorsed spokesmern look



upon the eppressor as a guardian angel who can always be
depended upon te pretect them from the wrath of theim-
placable, while he looks upon the implacable as dan-
gerous and irresponsible madmen who, by angering the
oppressor, will certainly provoke a blood bath in which
they themselves might get washed away. The implacahle
view both the oppressors and the endorsed leaders as his
deadly enemies., If anything, he has a more profound
hatred for the endorsed leaders than he has for theop-
pressor himself, because the implacable know that

they can deal with the oppressor only after they have
driven the endorsed spokesmen off the scene.

Historically, the endorsed spokesmen have always
held the upper hand on the implacable. In Afro-Ameri-
cann history, there are shining brief moments when tihe
implacable have cutmaneuvered the oppressor and the
endorsed spokesmen and gained the attention of the
Black masses. The Black masses, recognizing the
implacahle in the depths of their despair, respond
magnetically to the implacable and bestow a devotion
and loyalty to them that frightens the oppressor and en-
dorsed spokesmen into a panie- stricken f{renzy, and

they leap into a rash aect -- murder, imprisonment, or
exile -« to silence the implacable and to get their show
back on the road.

The masses of Black people have always been
deeply entrenched and involved in the basic necessities
of life. 'They have not{ had time to abstract their sito-
ation. Abstractions come only with leisure. The
people have not had the luaxury of leisure. Therefore,
the people have been very aware of the true definition
of politics: politics are merely the desire of individuals
and groups to satisfy Ffirst, their basic needs -- food,
shelter and clothing, and security for themselves and
their loved ones. The Black leaders endorsed by the
power structure have attempted te sell the pecople the
simple-minded theory that politics is holding a political
office; being able to move into a $40, 000 home; being
able te sit mear white people in a restaurant {(while in
fact the Black masses have not been able to pay the
rext of a $%$40.00 rat-infested hovel).



The Elack leaders have Jed the community to believe
that brutality and force could be ended by subjecting the
people to this very force of self- sacrificing demonstra-
tions. The Black people realize brutality and force can
only be inflicted if there is submission. The community
has not responded in the past or in the present to the ab-
surd and erroneous, deceitful tactics of so-called legiti-
mate Black leaders. The community realizes that force
and brutality can omly be eliminated by counier force
through self defense. ZLeaders whe bhave recommended
these tactics have mever had the support and following
of the downtrodden black masses who comprise the bulk
of the community., Grassroots - the downtrodden of

the Black communiiy, everni though they rejected the hand-
picked handkerchief heads endorsed by the power struc-

ture, the people have not had the academic or administra-
tive knowledge to form themselves in long resistance to
the bruatality.

Marcus Garvey and Malcolm X were the two Black
men of the twentieth century who posed an implacable
challenge to both the oeppressor and the endorsed spokes-
men that could be dealt with in any other way than pre-
cisely the foul manner recorded by history. Malecoim,
in our time, stood on the threshhold with the oppressor
and the endorsed spokesmen in a bag that they couldn’t
get out of. Malcolm, implacahle to the ultimate degree,
held out to the Black masses the historical, stupendous
victory of Black collective salvation and liberation from
the chains of the oppressor and the treacherpus embrace
of the endorsed spokesmen. Ounly with the gun were the
black masses denied this wvictory. But they learmed from
Malcolm that with the gun, they can recapture their
dreams and bring them intoe reality.

The heirs of Malcolm nowe stand millions strong on
their corner of the triangle, facing the racist dog op-
pressor and the soulless endorsed spokesmen. The
heirs of Malcohm have picked up the gun and, taking
first things first, are moving 1o expose the endorsed
spokesmen for the Black masses 0 see them for what
they are and always have been. The choice offered by
the heirs of Malcolm to the endorsed spokesmen is to
repudiate the oppressor and to crawl back to their people
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, and earn a speedy reprieve or face A merciless, speedy
and most timely execution for treasOmn and being too
wrong for too long.

B A R AP R = o e e e

“In Defense of Self Defense:

" Jual 20, i967
The Correct Handling of 2 Revolution.” wey

Most human behavior is learmned behavior. Most
things the human being learns are gained throungh an in-
direct relationship to the object. Humans do not act
from instingt as lower animals do. Those things learned
indirectly many times stimulate wvery effective responses
to what might be later a direct experience. At this time
the black masses are handiing the resistance incorrectly.
The brothers in East Oaklasnd learned from Watis a
means of resistanece fighting by amassing the people in
the streets, throwing bricks and mmolotov cocktails to
destroy properiy and create disruption. The brothers and
gigsters in the streeis were herded imto a small area by the
gestape police and immediately centained by the brutal
vinlence of the oppressor’s siorm troops. This manner
of resistance is sporadic, shori-lived, and costly in vio-
lence against the peopie. This method has been irans-
mitted to all the phetios of the black nation acress the
country. The first man who threw a molotov cocktail is
not personally known by the masses, but yvet the action
was respected and followed by the people.

The Vanguard Party muast prowvide leadership for the
people. It must teach the correct strategic methods of
prolonged resistance threugh liferature and activities. If
the activities of the party are respecied by the people, the
people will follow the example. This is the primary job of
the party. This knowledge will probably be gained second-
hand by the masses just as the above mentioned was gained
indirectly, When the people learn that it is no longer ad-
vantageous for them to resist by going into the streets in
large mumbers, and when they see the advantage inthe
activities of the guerrilla warfare method, they will guick-
Iy follow this example,
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Bui first, they must respect the party which is trans-
mitting this message. When the Vanguard group desiroys
the machinery of the oppressgsr by cealing with him in
small groups of three ama four, and then escapes the
might of the oppressor, the masses will be overjoyed
and will adhere to this correct strategy. When the masses
hear that a gestapo policemann has been executed while

sipping coffee at a countexr, and the revolutiomary execu-
tioners fled without being traced, the masses will see ihe
‘lu.i".ﬂlidit}? of thas t}"_pE of approach to resistance. It s not
necessary to orgamnize thirty million Black people in pri-
mary groups of two's and three's but it is important for
the party to show the people how te go about revolution.
During slavery, in which no vangusrd party existed and
forms of communication =werxre severely restricted and in.
sufficient, many slave rewvolts ocourred.

There are basically three ways one can learm:
through study, through observation, and through actual
experience. The black commmmunity is basieally composed
of activists. The commumity learns through activity,
either through observatiorx of or participation in the acti-
vity, To study and learm &5 good but the aciual experience
is the best means of learmimg. The party must engage in
activities that will teach the people. The black community
is basically not a reading <communily. FPherefore ii is
very significant that the wvangusrd group first be activists.
Without this konowledge of the black community, omecould
not gain the fundamental knowledge of the bilack revelution

in racist America.

The main function of the party is to azwaken the people
and to teach them the strategic method of resisting the
power structure, “which is prepared not only to eombat the
resistance of the people with massive brutality, butto

totally annihilate the black communily, the black popula-
tion.

If it is learned by the POWer structure thathlack peo-
ple have “x” amount of gans in their possession, this will

not stimulate the power structure to prepare itself with

guns, because it is already more than prepared.
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The end result of this education will be pesitive for
Black people in their resistance and negative for the
power structure in if{s oppression, because the party al.
ways exemplifies revolutionary defiance. f the party
is not going to make the people aware of the tools of lib-
eration and the strategic method that is to be used, there
will be ne means by which the people will be mobilized
* properly.

The reiationship between the vanguard party and the
masses is a secondary relationship. The relationship be-
tween the members of the vanguard party is a primary
relationship. It is important that the members of the van-
guard group maintain a face-to-face reiationship with each
other. This is important if the party machinery is to be
effective. It is impossible to puf together functional party
machinery or programs without this direet relationship.
The members of the vanguard group should be tesied revo-
lutionaries. This will minimize the danger of Uncle Tom
informers and opportunists.

The main purpose of vanguard group should be to
raise the conscicusness of the masses through educational
programs and certain physical activities the party will
partieipate in. The sleeping masses musf be bombarded
with the correct approach to struggle through the activi-
ties of the vanguard party, Therefore, the masses must
know that the pariy exists. The party must use all means
available to get this information acress to the masses, If
the masses do not have knowledge of the party, it will be
imposgible for the masses to follow the program of the

party.

The vanguard party is never underground in the be-
ginning of its existence, because this would limit its ef-
fectiveness and educational processes. How can you
teach people if the peopie do mot know and respect vou?
The party must exist above ground as long as the dog
power structure will allow, and hopefully when the party
is forced to go underground the message of the party wili
already have been put across to the people. The vanguard
party’s activities on the surface will necessarily beshcort- .

lived.



13

This is why it is so important that the party make 2
tremendous impact upon the people beforeit is driven into
secrecy.

At this time, the people know the party exists, and
they will seek out further information on the activities of
this underground party.

Many would-be revolutionaries work under the falla-
cipus illusion that the vangwuward party is to be a secret
organization that the power structure knows nothing about,
and the masses know nothing about, except for ocecasional
letters that come to their homes by night. Underground
parties cannot distribute leaflets announcing an under-
ground meeting. These are econtiradictions and inconsis-
tencies of the so-called revolutionaries. The so-called
revolutiecnaries are in fact afraid of the very danger that
they are advocating for the people. These so-called po-
lutionaries want the people to say what they themselves
are afraid to say, and the people to do what they them-
selves are afraid to do. This makes the so-called revolu-
tionary a coward and a hypocrite.

If these imposters would investigate the history of
revolution, they would see that the vanguard group always
starts out above ground and is later driven underground
by the aggressor. The Cuban Revolution exemplifies this
fact; when Fidel Castro started to resist the bntcher
Batista and the American running dogs, he started by
speaking on the campus of the [Iniversity of Havana in
public. He was later driven to the hills. His impact upon
the dispossessed people of Cuba was very great and re-
ceived with much respect. When he went into secrecy,
Cuban people searched him out. People went to the hills
to find him and his band of twelve. Castro handled the
revolutionary struggle correctly. If the Chinese Revelu-
tion is investigated, it will be seen that the Communist
Party was guite on the surface so that they would be able
te musier support frem the masses., There are many
areas one can read about to learn the correct approach,
such as the revolution in Kenya, the Algerian Revolution,

Fapncn's THE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH, the Russian
Revolution, the works of Chairman Mao Tse-tung, and a
host of others.
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A revolutionary must realize ihat if he is sincere,
death is imminent due io the fact that the things he is

1 3 without this
saving and doing are extremely dangerous.
realization, it is impossible te proceed as a revolutionary.
The masses are constanily looking for a guide, A Messiah,
to liberate them Ffrom the hands of the oppressor. The
vanguard party musi exemplify the characteristics of
worthy leadership. Millions and millions of oppressed
people might not know members of the vanguasrd party

personzally or direcily, but they will gain through an in-
direct acguaintance the proper sirategy for libsration wia
the mass media and the physie-al activities of the party.

it is of prime importance that the vanguard party develop
a political organ, such as a anewspaper produced by the
party, as well as employ strategically revoiutionary art
and destruction of the oppressor’s machinery. For ex-
ample, Watts. TFhe economy and properiv of the oppres-
sor was destroved to sach an extent that ne matier how the
oppresser iried toc whitewash the activities of the black
brothers, the real natuare and the real cause of the activity
was communicated to every black community. ¥For further
example, no matter how the oppressor iries to distort and
confuse the message of Brother Stokely Carmiehael, Black
people all aver the country understand it perfectiy and
welcome  it.

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense {$eaches
that in the final analysis, the amount of guns and defense,
weapons, sich as hand grenades, bazookas, and other
necessary equipment, will be supplied by takinmg these
weapons from the power structure, as exgmplziﬁgdh}r the
Viet Cong. Therefore, the greater the military prepara-
tion on the part of the oppressor, the greater is thavail-

ability of weapons for the black community¥. 1; g believed

by some hypocrites that when the people are taught by the
vanguard group to prepare for resistance, this only

brings the man doewn on them with increasing wiolence and
brutality: but the fact of the matter is thai whem the man
becomes more oppressive, this only heightens the revo-
lutionary fervor. The people never make revolution. The
oppressors by their brutal actions e¢ause the rasgistance by
the people. The vanguard party only ieaches the correct
methods of resistance. 80, if things can gel sworge for



15

oppressed people, then they will feel no need for revelu-
tion or resistance. The complaint of the hypocrites that
the Black Panther Part for Self Defense is exposing the
people io deeper suffering is an incorrect obhservation.
People have proved that they will not tolerate any more
oppression by the racist dog police through their rebel-
lions in the biack communities acress the-cuuntry. The
people are loeking now for guidance te extend and
strengthen their resisiance struggle.

i i e b i i i e e

FEAR AND DOUBT

By Huey P. Newton May 15, 1087

The lower socio~economic Black male is a man of
confusion. He faces a hostile environment “and is not sure
that it is not his own sins that have attracted the hostili-
ties of society. All his life he has been taught (explicity
and implicitly) that he is an inferior approximation of hu-
manity. As a man, he finds himself void of those things
that bring respect and a feeling of worthiness. He looks
around for something to blame for his situation, but be-
caunse he is not sophisticated regarding thesoclo-econom-
je milien and because of negativistic parental and institu-
tional teachings, he ultimately blames himself.

When he was a child, his parents told him that they
were not affluent because “we didn't have the opportunity
to become educaied, ¥ or “we did not take advantage of the
educational opportuniiies that were offered to us. “They
tell their children that things will be different for them if
they are educated and skilled, but that there is absolutely
nothing other than this occasional warning (and often not
even this } to stimulate education. Black people are great
worshipers of education, even the lower socio-economic
Black person, but at the same time, they are afraidol
exposing themselves to it. They are afraid because they
are vuinerable to having their fears verified; perhaps they
will find that they carn’t compete with white students. The
Black person tells himself that he could have done much
more if he had really wanted to. The fact is, of conrse,
that the assumed educational cpportenities were never
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available to the lower sccio-¢conomic Black person due
to the wunique position assigned him in life,

It is a two-headed monster that haunts this man.
First, his attitede is that he lacks innate ability to cope
with the socio-economic problems confronting him, and
zecond, he tells himself that he has the ability but he sim-
ply has not felt strongly enough to try to acquire the skills
needed to manipulate his environment., In a desperate
effort to assume self-respeect, he rationalizes that he is
lethargic; in this-way, he denies a possibie lack of innate
ability. If he openly attempts to “discover his abilities, he
and others may see him for what ke 18 - or is not, and
this is the real fear. He then withdraws into the world of
the invisible, but not without a struggle. He may attempt
to make himself visible by processing his hair, acquiring
a “boss mop”, or driving a long ear, even though he can’t
afford it. He may father several illegitimate children by
several different women in order to display his mascu-
lintity. But in the end, he realizes that he is ineffectual
in his efforts.

Society responds to him as a thing, a beast, a non-
entity, something to be ignored or stepped on. He is
asked to respect laws that do not respect him. He is
asked to digest a code of ethics that acts vpon him but not
for him. He is confused and in a constant state of rage,
of shame and doubt. This psychological set permeates
all his interpersonal relationships. It determines his
view of the social system. His psycholegical develop-

ment has been prematunrely arrested. This dobt begins
at a very early age and continues through his life. The

parents pass it on to the child and the social system rein-
forces the fear, the shame, and the doubt., In the third
or fourth grade, he may find that he shares the classroom
with white students, but when the class is engaged in
reading exercises, all the Black students find themselves
in a group at a table reserved for slow readers. This
may be quite an innocent effort on the part of the school

system. The teacher may net realize that the Elack stu-
dents feared (in fact, feel certain} that Black means dumb

and white means smart. The children do not realize that
the head start the children got at home is what acecounts
for the situation. It is generally accepted that the chiid
is the father of the man; this holds true for the lower
socio-economic Biack people.
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With whom, with what can he, a man, identify? As
& child he had no permanent male figure with whoem io
tdentify; as a man, he sees nothing in society with which
he can identify as an extension of himself. His life is
built on mistrust, shame, doubt, guilt, inferiority, role
confusion, isolation and despair. He feels that he is
something less than a man, and it is evident in his con-

versation: “the white man is ‘THE MAN', he got every-
thing, and he knows everything, and a nigger ain’t noth-
ing. "In a society where a man is valued according to
occupation and material possessieons, he is without pos-
sessions. He is unskilled and more often than not, either
marginally emploved or unemploved. Often his wife {(swho
is able to secure a job as a maid c¢leaning for white peo-
ple) is the breadwinner. He is, therefore, viewed as
quite worthiess by his wife and children, He is ineffec-
tual both in and out of the home. He cannot provide for
or protect his family. He is invisible, a nom-entify. So-
ciety will not acknowledge him as a man. He is a con-
sumer and not a producer. He is dependent upon the
white man ¢ THE MAN" to feed his family, to give him a
job, educate his children, serve as the model that he
tries to emulate. He is dependent and he hates 'THE
MAN and he hates hires elf. Who is he? Is he a very old
adolescent or is he the slave he used to be?

What did he do to bhe so BLACK and blue?
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EXECUTIVE MANDATE NO. 1:
STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE

Delivered May 2, 1967, at Sacramento,
California, State Capitol Building

The Black Paniher Party for Self Defense calls upon
the American people in general and the Black people in
particular to take ecareful noie of the racist California
Legislature which is now considering legislation aimed at
keeping the Black people disarmed and powerless at the
very same time that racist pelice agencies throughout the
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country are intensifving the terror, brutality, murder
and repression of Black people,

At the same time that the American government is
waging a racist war of genocide in Vietnam, the concen-
tration camps®* in which Japanese Americans were in-
terned during World War II are being renovated and ex-
panded. Since America has historicaily reserved the
most barbaric treatment for rnon-white people, we are
forced to conclude that these concentration camps are
being prepared for Black people who are determined to
gain their freedom by any means necessary. The en-
slavement of Black people from the very beginning of this
country, the genocide practiced on the American I[ndians
and the confining of the survivors on reservations, the
savage lynehing of thousands of Black men and women,
the dropping of atomie bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
and now the cowardly massacre in Vietnam, all testify to
the fact that towards people of color the racist power
structure of America has but one policy: repression,
genocide, terror, and the big siick.

Black people nave begged, praved, petitioned, dem-
onstrated and everything else to get the racist power
structure of America to right the wrongs which have his-
torically been perpetrated against Black people. All of
these efforts have been answered by more repression,
deceit, and hypoerisy., As the aggression of the racist
American government escalates in Vieinam, the police
agencies of America escalate the repressiom of Black
people throughout the ghettos of America. Vicious police
dogs, cattle prods and increased patrols have become
familiar sights in black communitiess. City Hall turns a
deaf ear to the pleas of Black peoplie for relief from this
increasing terror.

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense believes
that the time has come for Black people to arm them-
selves against this terror before it is too late. The
pending Muliord Act brings the hour of doom one step
nearer. A people who have suffered so much fer so long
at the hands of a racist society, must draw the line some-
where. We believe thai the Biack communities of Ameri-
ca must rise up as one man to halt the progression of a
trend that leads inevitably to their total destrucfion.
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-Huey P. Newton
Minister of Defense

*see "Concentratiom Camps USAS" by Charles R.
Allen, Jr., and “American Content ration Camps” by
Boswell.
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EXECUTIVE MANDATE NO. 2:
STATEMENT OF THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE

Delivered June 29, 1967.

So Let This Be Heard. . .
Brother Stokely Carmichael:

Because you have distingnished yvourself in the struggle
for the total liberation of Black people from oppression

in racist white America;

Because yvou have acted courageously and shown great
fortitude under the most adverse circumstances;

EBecause you have proven yourself as a true revolutionary
guided by a great feeling of love for our people;

Because youa have set such a fine example, in the tradi-
tion of Brother Malecolm, or dedicating vour entire life
to the struggle of Black Liberation, inspiring our youth
and providing a model for others to emulate;

Because you have refused to serve in the oppressor’s
racist mercenary, aggressive war machine, showing that
vou know who vour true friends and enemies are;

Because of yvour new endeavor to organize and liberate

the Crown Colony of Washington, D. C. , you will inevi-

tably be forced to cenfront, deal with, and conguer the

racist Washington Police Department which functions as
the protector of the racist dog power struciture, occupy-
ing the Black Commmunity in the same mamnner and for
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the same reasons that the racist U.S. Armed Forces
occupy South Vietnam;

You zre hereby drafted into the Black Panther Party for
Self Defense, invested with the rank of Field Marshall,

delegated the following authority, power, and responsi-
bilitv:

To establish revolutionary law, order and jus-
tice in the- territory lving between the Conti-
nental Ehuvide East to the Atiantic Ocean; North
of the Mason-Dixon Line to the Canadian DBorder;
South of the Masgon-Dixon Line to the Gulf of
Mexico,

e v« o0 Let It Be Done.

- Hue v FP. Newton
Minister of Defense

June 29, 1967
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EXECUTIVE MANDATE NO. 3:
STATEMENT OF THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE

Delivered on March L 1968.

SO LET THIS BE HEARD:

Because of the 8t. Valentine Day massacre of Feb-
ruary 14, 1929, in which outlaws donned the uniforms of
Policemen, posed as such, and thereby gained entrance
to locked doors controlled by rival ountlaws with whom
they were contending for control of the bootlegging indus-
try in Chicago: and because these gangsiers, gaining
entry through their disguise as Policemen, proceeded
to exterminate their rivals with machinegun fire, we
believe that prudence would dictate that one should be
alert when opening one’'s door to strangers, late at night,
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in the wee hours of the morning - even when these
strangers wear the uniform of peolicemen., History
teaches us that the man in the uniform may or may not
be a policeman authorized to enter the homes of the
people.

AND

Taking notice of the fact that (1) on January 16, 1968,
at 3:30 AM. , members of the San Francisco Police De-
partment kicked down the door and made an illegal entry,
and search of the home of Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of
Information. These Pigs had no searech warrant, no ar-
rest warrant, and were therefore mnot authorized to enter.
They were not invited in. Permission for them to enter
was explicitly denied by the Minister of Information.
Present were Sister Kathleen Cleaver, our Communica-
tions Seeretary and wife to our Minister of Information,
and Brother Emory DPouglas, our Revolutionary Artist.

Taking further mnotice of the fact that (2) on February
25, 1968, several uniformed gestapos of the Berkeley
Pig Department, accompanied by several other white
men in plainclothes, bearing an assortment of shotguns,
rifiles, and service revolvers, made a foreeful, unlawful
entry and search of the home of Bobby Secale, Chairman
of our Party, and his wife, Sister Artie Scale. These
Pigs had no warrant either to search or to arrest. When
asked by Chairman Bobby to produce a warrant, they
arrogantly stated that they did not need one. They had
no authority to enter -- what they did have was the power
of the gun, Thus we are confronted with a critieal situ-
ation. Our orgamnization has received serious threats
from certain racist elements of White America, includ-
ing the Oakland, Berkeley, and San Francisco Pig De-
partments. Threats to take our lives, to exterminate us,
We cannot determine when any of these elements, or a
combination of them, may move to implement these
threats. We must be alert to the danger at all times.
We will not fall wvictim to a St Valentine’s Massaere.
Therefore, those who approach our doors in the manner
of ountlaws, who seek to enter our homes illegaily, un-
lawfully and in a rowdy fashion, those who kick ounr
doors down with no authority and seek to ransack our
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homes in wiolation of our HUMAN RIGHTS, will hence-
forth be treated as outlaws, as gangsters, as evildeoers.
We have no way of determining that a man in a uniform
involved in a foreced outlaw entry into our home is in
fact a Guardian of the Law. He is acting like a law-

breaker and we must make an appropriate response,

We draw the line at the threshold of our doors. It
i5 therefore mandated as a general order to all mem-
bers of the Black Panther Party for Self Defense that all
members must acquire the technical equipment to defend
their homes and their dependenis and shall do so. Any

member of the Party having such technical equipment
who fails to defend his threshold shakl be expelled from
the Party for Life.

v« 530 LET THIS BE DONE.

- Huey P. Newion
Minister of Defense MARCH 1, 1968
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HUEY ON ANARCHISTS AND INDIVIDUALISTS AS RELATED TO

REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE
AND THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT

We should undersiand there is a difference between the rebellion of the
anarchists and the black revolution or liberation of the black colony,

This is a class society; it always has been. This reactionary class society
places its hmitations on individuals, not just in terms of their cccupation,
but also regarding self expression, being mobile, and being free to really
be creative and do anything they want to do.

The class-society prevents this, This 18 true not only for the mass of the
lower or subjugated class. It 18 also true within the raling class, the master
class, That class slsp limits the freedom of the individual souls of the
people which comprise if,

In the upper class, the individuals always try to free themselves from
thege limitations — the artificial limitations placed upon him through exter-
nal scurces; nmamely, some hierarchy that goes by the name of State or
Governmental Administration.

In America, we have not only a class society, we also have a castesys-
tern, and black people are fitted into the lowest caste. They have no momh-
ty for going up the class ladder. They have no privilege to enter into the
rling structure at ail

Within the ruling class thev're objecting (resisting?), because the people
have found that they're completely subjected to the will of the administra-
tion and to the manipulators. This brings about a very strange phenomenon
in Ameriea. That is, many of the rebelling white students and the anarchistg
are the offspring of this master class. Surely most of them have a middle
class background and some even upper class. They see the limitations im-
posed upon them and now they“re striving, as all men strive, o get free-
dom of the soul, Freedom of expression, and freedom of movement, with-
out the artificial limitations from antigue values.



Blacks and colored people in America, confined within the caste system,
are discriminated against as a whole group of people. It’s not a gquestion of
individual freedom, as it 18 for the children of the upper classes. We haven’t
reached the point of trying to free ourseives individnally because we're
dominated and oppressed as a group of people.

Part of the people of this country — which 1s a great part — part of the
youth themselves But theyre not doing this as a group of people. Because
as & group they're already free to an extent. Their problem is not a group
problem really, because they can easily integrate into the structure. Poten-
tially they’re mobile enough te do this: Ther're the educated omnes, the
“future of the country, ” and so forth. They can easily gain a certain amount
of power over the sooety by integrating into the rulership circle.

But they see that even within the rulership circle there are still antigue
values that have no respect for individualism. They find themselves sub-
mmgated. No matter what clasg theyre in they find themselves subjugated
becaunse of the nature of this class souety. SD their fight iz to free the in-
dividual’s soul.

This brings about another preblem. Theyre heing ruled by an alien
source that has nothing to do with freedom of individual expression. They
want to ezcape this, to overturn thiz, but they see no need fo form a strue-
ture or a real, dlsclplmed vanguard movement. Thelr reasoning is that by
setting up a chsmplmed ﬂrgamzatmn they feel they'd be replamng the oid
structure with other limitations. ear they'd be setting themselves
up as directing the people, therefﬂre hml‘hng the mritmdual again.

But what they dcrnt undewtand or it seems that they don’t understand,
1s as leng as the mllltar}'umdustnal complex exists, then the structure of
oppression of the individual continue. An individual would be threatened
even if he were to achieve his freedom he's geeking. He "11 be threatened be-
cause there wiil be an organized iower group there ready to strip him of
his individual freedom at any momens.

In Cuba they had a revolution, they bad a vanguard group that was a
disciplined group, and they realized that the state won t disappear until
imperialism is completely wiped out, structurally and alse philosophically,
or the bourgecis thoughts wont be changed. Once imperialism 1z wiped
out they can have thelr communist state and the state or territorial boundaries
will disappear,

In thiz eountry the anarchists seem to feel that if they just express themselves
individuall tend to ignore the Dmitations impose don them, without leader-
ship and Y‘i}’;thnut discipline they can opposze the very dlaclphned organized, re-
actionary state. This 15 not true. They will be oppressed as long as imperiazhism
exizts. You cannot oppose a system such as this to oppose 1t with organization
that's even more extremely disciplined and dedicated than the gtructure you're
opposing.

pipf:an Enderstand the anarchists wanting to go directly from state tenon-state,
hut historically it's incorrect. As far as Pm concerned, thinking of the recent
French Revolution, the reason the French uprising failed is simply because the
anarchists in the eountry, who by definition had po organization, had no people
that were reliable enough as far as the maes of the people were concerned, to
replace DeGaunlle and his government. Now, the people were skeptical about the
Communist Party and the other progressive parties, because they didn’t side
with the people of medium living. They lagged behind the people, 30 they lost
the respect of the people, and the people looked for guidance from the students
and anarchigts.

But the anarchists were unable to offer a structnral pregram to replace the
I}EGaulle government. So the people were forced to turn back te DeGaulle. It
wasn't the people’s fault; it was Cohn-Bendit's fault and all the other anarchists
who felt they conid ]ust go from state to non-state.

In this country — geffing back home to North America now — we can side
with the stadent radicals. We would try to encourage them and persuade them to
organize and weld a sharp cuiting tool.



in order to do thiz they would have 1o be dizsaiplined and they would have at
least some philosophical replacement of the system. This is not to 54¥ that this
itself will free the individnal. The individual will noi be free until the state does
not exist ai all, and 1 think — 1 den’t want to be redundant — this cannot be re-
piaced by the anarchizts right away. _

As far as the blacks are conserned, we are nst hung up on attempting to
actualize or express our individual souls becanse we're oppressed not as individ-
uals but as a whole group of people. Our evolution, or our liberation, 18 based
first on freeing our group. Freeing our group to a certain degree. After we gain
pur liberation, sur peopie will not be free. I can imagine in the future that the
blacks will rebel against the organized leadership that the blacks themselves
have structursd. They will see there will delimitations, limiling their individnal
selves, and limiting their freedom of expression. But this is only after they be-
rome free as a group. .

This iz what makes our grounp different from the white anarchist -— besides
he views his group as already free. Now he's siriving for freedom of his undivid-
ual self. Thizis the big difference. We're not fighting for freedom of our individ-
ual selves, we're fighting for & group freedom. In the future there wili probably
be a rebellion where blacks will say, “Well, our leadership is Hmiting our free-
dom, becanse of the rigid discipling. Now that we've gained opur freedom, we
will sirive for our individualistic freedom that has nothing to do with organized
group or state. 7 And the group will be disorganized, and it should be.

But at this puint we giress dizeipline, we siress srganization, we do not siress
paychedelic drugs, and sl the sther things that have to do with just the individ-
ual expansion of the mind. We're trying to gain true iberation of a group of
pegple, and this makes our struggle scmewhat different from the whites,

Now, how is it the same. I¥s the same in the fact that both of us are striving
for freedom. They will not be free —the white anarchistz will not be free —uniil
we are free so that makes our fight their fight really. The imnperialists and the
hourgeois bureancraiic capitalistic system would not give them incdividual free-
dom while they keep a whole group of people based upon racecclor pppressed
as & group. How can they expect to gat individual freedom when the imperial-
i1sts oppress whole nations of people? Uniil we gain Iiberation as a group they
won't gain any liberation as an individual person, So thiz makes our fight the
same, and we mugt Keep thiz in perspestive, and always spethe svmilarities and
the differences 1n it

There's & tremendous amount of difference in it, and there’s 8 due armount of
similarities between the two cases. Both are stovigg for freedom, and both are
striving for liberation of their pecple, only one 15 advanced to0 a degree higher
than the other. The anarchizis are advanced a step nigher, buf only in theory.
As far as actuality of conditions, they shouldn’t he advanced higher because
they should seethe necessity of wiplng out the imperialistic structure by organiz -
ed groups just as we must be organized.
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