ﬁg %ﬁef story, of Criminal ﬁyﬂﬁiﬂﬂiiﬁﬂ?
and Petty Persecuticn

Lﬂﬁhiﬂ backward for tén vears, over the labor movements in this counis £
. g CRnEOL hel;; but wonder if we have gone forward or backward. i
: In"1914, the year thar will be remembered all through history, the comperition:
- amohg those who coptrol the wealth of the world became so keen and new marksEs"
for the warld's produce 20 scarce, that it becawz necessary 1o find outlets for th&ﬁ
i:-"-:.:pmducts the workers of the world created.
. The result was the world war, with all 1= atrocities -and Blocdshed, and the’
o llega,l restrictions of the rights of frep speech, Freg press and the passage of ﬂ;a.;_a:z P

o drar-ume laws.

. People, whe during that time pmclaxmgd and sanctioned the fdealistic ﬁha{maa

- which were used to lure men to kil men, must pow from their innermost heztis
ask themsclves, “Where is the demodrag }r we tought {for?” ""What results. has t’-ﬂa
sacrifice in blood brought?

We, the mmberﬁ of the militant 1&5{:1‘ movemeni, who bave made a study -Df
history angd sociology, pointed out the cause of this greatest of human tragedies to-
those who would reasan, and as a result drew on oww heads the fire and hqitrzﬂ -aaf

. those who would benefit by the war and more markets,

After the disorganization of internationa] trade relations at the cutbreak of the
war had begn overcome, we, the workers of this country, enjoyed 2 certain agount

. of prosperity, due to the sudden demand of the nmetions involved for war material
and foodstils.

Warkers IHeglecs Oppottunity

" The labor the workers had to sell i heing in great demand, it went up in price—
..:;.1_;: fbe same as if you had five men mying to !:uu;.v Fomr hmus.e-mmsteaﬂ of tr}rmg 1o sﬁh
iy t:::- ane who did not need it . S
G Tae Semﬂg prosperity of those years-of war madﬂ* the ‘wmrkers 1&:{ for thdf B
'_Ea_i Emﬂﬂnm: X WE:H as sctcaal mtareata bamg able o cammm& nw un@xeamﬁérgf “

;Eemma ti.tliﬁ%lﬂ 5 L
“ﬁf : Thé WAk ﬁﬂded: tiae wm:ld WA madﬁ saFe, ;Ec:r t}maﬂ whca mni;ml tha wath izx
rfiff ‘Rration. o Foowds évident that the workers, who suffered: on the Tatdlefickis wa,ﬁtﬁsﬁ :
HE*E‘&THE thmipensation for ths misery they weant thigugh in ‘making the world safe
Heri By the.: rtcmggla wwent on, not for ideals, but for materiakstic gain. : ThelOpst

‘ %&bp fEvetient: wis ighugurated about the same time as the work ok ﬁgm sia*.za

"

: 'ﬁﬁﬁiﬂgﬁﬁ The cry of work ot fight was used to win the was from the C&:ﬂ;mﬂ:_.;

bt ﬁﬁlﬂ}gﬁ‘i shap movement was. to take away. thﬂ STORORAT, sﬁﬂmaty_tha

Tk ..;ﬁﬁgww i I
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lovers, we;i organized on the ong side, trving to lower the wages and lzngthen the
hours of Aabﬂr and on the other side we find the workers, the producers of ali
weaith, only partially organized and struggling to hold what they already have and,
if possible, to get more of what they produce, that }t.lhaé_r coildren might have better
food, cothing and shelter. *

The eipionage law, passed at the height of the ixternational struggle, was used
alrnost exclusively, against members of the working class, who tried to improve their
working conditions. Hardly any of the profiteers convicted under this special statute
served more than z short seatence before they were pardoned or parled. B .

st O, 5. Law

Ar the end of the war, or newr the end, Idaho passed the st Criminal Sﬁfn“
dicalism law and other states scon followed. ” This law does not prohibit any crinie
Cbue what is coversd by the sxisting laws on the statute books, but 3 18 diawn up.
s0-it Is fexiple and ¢an be used apainst labor organizations thzt ase not subservient”
to the employers. :

Purthermore, it can be used and is being used or I}_‘J_ISH.SEd a5 you wish, to con-
viet working men, not for acts committed, Dut for their opinions, ideals and thuugh‘i;s Z
. or -what some one else thinks they may think. .

. 5 Law Etﬁﬁs to Lhe

The Criminal Syndicalism law was short-lived in some states. It was declared
eneonstitutional in twee states, while in others certain dedsions by the higher courts
rook the teeth out of it, so it became fmposaible o get copvictions and if conwvicted
the eonvictions would not stand before the higher courts.

Qe after the other of the states stopped the persecution under thﬁ 0. & law,
until Californiz stands alone.  California hawving arrested and sent more men to
prison under this law than il the sther states put together, .

California Stands Alone

S0 California stands alone, and it is useless to review the persecttions mf Dthhr
states when we have such a glaring example before cur eyes at homs. It would be
likz the pot calling the kettle black. -

These perzecutions have fallen almost exclusively on memi:}ers of the Industrial
 Workers Eaf the World.  Why? Have vou ever tried tp find the real cause? H;we -
: :*}@ﬁ ever looked further than the Capitalist controlled press for the catse?
7 1f you have made an unprejudiced investigation, then you hove found. that it .
.-:-.-'ﬂxnﬂt for things they have done or that the newspapers say they have ‘doge, bui
because they are progressive, organized workers, who are out tg better the workers':
ccsnt:lz.tmns and afe. organized industrally, patterned after the Emmeyem PWIL OrF
L ganizations. ‘That is, industrial in character and international io scope.  Well the .
~eimployers know, thet the workers of the gorld ﬂrgamzed on those lines, capizalism
it its wars, misery, hunger and crime weuld sobn pdss into the ju ak h%r:a,? S0 it ig
= netessary that they resort to lies, persecufion, torture and mob violerice, to trv and
S kdE6 the present gvstein going, that they might live frcrm the f.'::ul e:ff others, am:l:--'
ke P_{«t'*la warkers subdued :

"C-“-

‘Ca}tfﬁrma Per&aa:utmns :

ﬁlﬁw we wﬂi deal with the persecutions of California ﬂﬂdﬁl’ t.he G 8 hw Etld.:::j
itk itk legal raids, swholesale arrests; tortafe and mub viclends, - r;;npplmg arﬁ%

‘“;‘irf:s, i uﬁ woemen. and Hetle children. cfnf Sauthern C@hfc;}rma‘-_;ﬂ_{; parquglp._r S

"-'.

Y Th EET m&fﬁi qFﬂdiﬁﬂ:.IEE iaw .R"i.-'Eﬂt mtﬂ Efﬂ-’“&t EHIF"’-'




California. The arrests started soon afterward but there were no triaks until late 12
the fall of 1919 and eaxly in 1920

During the vear of 1920 there were about & dozen members of the L W W
convizted aoo seatenced o from ook 1o fourtcen years, Duning the vear of 1921 and
1922 there were approzimately rwenty cotvviciions, resvlsing in the same long sen-
tences, but the vear of 1923 is the year that will go down in history to the discredit
of California as the vear of tha moest persecutions of the werking clss ever koown.

Lp O that times : e
L D‘%mﬂr 1923 there were over one hundred members of the T.W. W, trled aﬂdf:i'::
about seventy-iive convictons, under the C. 8. law with sentences running from one -
o twaﬂty E:-.ght years. Mow, bear this in mind. '

Mearfy One Hundred in Prison e
- There aré st neaxly one hundred men in the priscns of Califarnia saﬂtﬂnce:i ;-
- under the C. 3. law. Others have finished their time and many others have beep -
. released through decisions of the higher courts, and NOT ONE has Been comvicted
o gven c.harcred and records will bear out chis statement, with an overt act, They .-
_.haﬂ;e been convicred through prefudice, for their opinioas ang through the testimony
£ hired professional witnesses, who <laim they were at one tme members of the
i W, W, and comuitted certain uatawful acts, not by the orders of the organiza: *
“tion., but from thelr own desire to tommit them, Tt will be noticed that each of these
men nold dowa a soft job now with’ certain corporations or the district attmrnéjf%
office who were back of the persecutions.
- In Los Ahgeles alone, during the year of 1923, there were fifty-seven men tﬂEd
“and Ehj.r'i:j.rfnlﬂsi of them were convicted and sentenced to one to fourteen and two
to twenty-eight years in the prison,

Convictions Reversed

* Each of these thirty-nine comvictions were reversed by the higher court after
the men had been in prison mofe that a year, and in most of the cases the higher .
cotirt stated that there was not 1 scineilla of evidence 1o convict them on. ‘The laat_';-.'“:
twen*t} -seven of these reversals have been camried to the Supremes Coust, where. thzy
Tare pow. pmdlng_, and the mea are =til} in San Guentn, and it may be many mea
f months, befmre it 15 decided; oA
PR g the trials in Los Angeles and other places, members: q:uf the E W W 9'1.1
“artended. ma::rf: wearing their buttons.and showing their cards, and openly stapsdifhdt
“df their Teilow members wete. -8eTit: 19 pm.m:],, they shoutd ba et also, baeame ﬂmyi -
wgre: alike, nmca-:ent or guﬁt L
Bt tbe police would "H]‘E &mrge them mth C. 5 bec&uﬁﬂ they dﬁired fo ChDDE
_;‘___th&*r wictims. . . AT :
7 U Many cades cutside of Le:us. Angeles Cﬂuntv were reversed by the i:ughar m:urfE i
"_ﬂﬂttl it was evident to.those back ::rf the persecutions that it was a costly- busme&eavt#f::{
e hwz lﬁng trials, and when th&:,r mataged to get convichons, o have them:
-.-ﬂ.remers-g . .

5 ' Lrey New Tactla:s ' L T
::The}t’ ELLEG bﬁgﬂn ty sec. tht the I W W Ufgmaatm;; VRS gmwmg JH*!EPit'E-?Eﬁ" :

e e S thf dscided: o try ﬁumhmg clse, me:hmgrmwfﬂﬁ”‘ :
= : :

-
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i ather Wﬂfda? giving the judge LhE: power to sgntence members e 51 mﬂntha mm
jzdl, wrthwt a jury irial,

This infamous infunction has failed to stop the work of orgamization, &ﬂ’d in iﬂg—_
past eight months since it went into effect there have been ﬂ:tﬂ}’ five COViCtions,
Oine of them has been reversed ang others are pending ﬁ“u:i wilt be decided ip ﬂs’lf
nexr fatire.

But. the injunction has been used for SOMmE of the most &&staﬂil}r Glltgd
persecutions imaginable:  OF thiz T will touch on later.

I will now po into the petty pEISECLlHGHE of Southers Gaufmrma dur%_!_q the
pencd of 1923 and 1924, -

ganﬁa

- Petty Persecutions

During December, 1922, 3 striké was on—our 5§ Presnp, The w::.-rkars ot
tempted to picket the Eﬂlplﬂ}?'ﬂlﬁl}u officez in Los Angeles. The polize began RTrEst-
1ng tht pickets and early in 1923 there were some three hundred men confined iy the

' Cl”}’ Stockade charged with vagrancy, biocking the traffic and other foolish charges,

Hardly any. of these mer were tried, but were held for weeks awmtmg Frinl—-
then dismizeed, . :

TDuning the strike e:n.’t the seamen and [{Jﬂgb avemen in Sar Pedro in May, 1023
wholesale arrests were again made by the police and men lay for weeks withour ;L

. trial, only to be dismissed when their case was called  Members of the police ::isz;r
partmment hawe taken the witness stand and testified that it was the most peacefy!
‘and well conducted strike they,ever saw. Yet they were a part of the ones who
conspired o crush the I W, W, even though they had to use unlawful ineans.

Iﬂ Fuby, 1923, another strike was ﬁaﬂﬁd in San Pedro ms & protest against the

persecztion and Ia_ﬂ_rr,}admg members of the I W, W. to jail, This strike wwas mes
with more wholesale asrests, At one time there were over siz hundred men and
womean in jail. . '
- The men were beaten and abused, the women insulted, and still the I VoW
Ccommdtted no violence, but continued to orgamize as best the*gr tould.” Their supplies
were confscated, their paper boys arrested and their papers’ smaﬁ:d Epﬁakﬁra WEre
pulled down and thrown iote jail, but this did not dismay the wotkers: :

Now bear this in mind, all d’lﬁae ATesEs and cﬂnﬁsuatn:;n& wers ma.da w;thﬁut 2
.wa.lrant ot due process of 5+ - S

-

Police [Jse Vmiﬂﬂc&

in March 1924, tha PGIH:E: of San Pedro raided the union hall, where s’ paﬂﬂafui
" meeting was in progress, and arrested the members, destroved thﬁ hurpitizee and
-Euppha, and- even swent so far as to steal the mmney fmm a bi:ﬁ: that wa& }mmg
-'~1r131::1-53 for contributions. : :

Armed BMob Commit -ﬁut&*agﬁ oL Ehl!ﬂt&ﬂ

The mest diabolical putrage {one that should make - every fan: and. weomiss
shudder with harror, orie that should make every oneaf 13 ask ourselves, Is this
the plare we hoast uf E::s-.mg the home of the free? Is.thiithe de;mm:rac}r W fﬂ}??ﬁt

_ ‘E:ar?} s, pruilad 45 in. San Pedro on. ]uﬂe 14th, 19247 An, eme;:tmnment A I
,gamgreas to. raasa fm@iﬁ t{;r gay tha fune:rai expaﬂcea ta'i' twq membg;"s‘;_" A WETE willad

B tiain. - i ”"‘*
'f'*“.--;-";The ETHEE:I"EJE.LTJ_:E_}T{E hﬂc& ;ﬂa-..t bEULliFl wh‘ﬂl i‘lili;‘b a’E h@@gﬁg e A Y
mitorms~broke i thel diors: and’ i ;am;}“ Swith g b

“bizinilieating the et awomen and: Hitle childeén Mehiwere! hea%&mﬁﬂwhﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂ%
- o _: = - _a

=‘*wr.-3:nme;a werd trﬂmplaﬂ %s;ia fm@? beaten h&f&-rgﬁufsﬂmﬂ *'::; mP’Ieﬂi;“
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spaided {some of them delibernteiy} in large pols 2 coffes thot was =0 be gerved a
‘the enteriainzent

Thers were abow forty people inpased, sbout half of whom were hnvis Hg;i-ﬁg.:@
uader the age of thivtesn. .

Lepa Maflos, aged nine, says: 71 told the man he was ;mah‘iﬂE me intp the Dot
cofies,” znd ke sys, Uthat's all pighs, T will fx you se you won't ake pag in 20F
mote Wobbly entertainments” Then he picked me 4 and s3¢ e down in the g0l -
of hot gofles,

Y L#e Lena s marked for e and wil mwa} iﬁﬁ in horeor of thas night ﬁiﬁ}r
Sepdaredt, & lole gir of twelve years, was burned so izaml} that & the prosent Wms
{almnst chree months later] she is stiil confined o & bed of pain and # i doubiduls
if she will gver recover, .

1 have mentioned only two of the Huhe wictims, but there are many more af -
them.
7 Bz men were loaded into o truck and taken iate the country, beatsn and mﬂi

and feathored: Their clothes were destroved and their money kea. - One wes
robbed of $70.00.

Several of these monomaniacs were aftoreward poesitively icentifed a3 methers
of the mob. OUns policeman was idensified as being there,

The zbove m,,ﬁh{aﬁﬁd facts were not =i the GE?i"EﬂaE{?ﬂE committed that ﬂigh‘t

The furniture was smashed, inchiding a planoc that belonged to 2 ladies’ Prison Jom

fort Club; windows were smashed, toliets and plumbing torn onf, pictures, papes

and sup}:}hps were destroved and evervthing that would bura was carsied to the
street and zet on fire

Did the peaple of San Pedro, as a whole, protest? They did net. Werr e
guiley culprits punished for thes oufrage! They were nob

Grand Jury Sanctions BMob Viclence

About the time the Grand Jury was 1o make an fnvestigation, the police began
throwing the members is jail, ou trumped up chazges, 20 they could not appear
- befors the Grand Jury, Thus, only a fow of the withesses snd the ones that Lﬂlﬁﬁ

- :d-:e-;xuiy the mebaters were allowed 10 a.?gaﬂa,
Tnd the Grand Jury indict any one? They did aot. Fhey Eﬂlﬁ&%gﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬂ i’hﬁ
| ‘Eﬁ-ﬁ le affair and by s doing they sanctioped the aciion of the mﬁh
o Dne of the maxt brutal of the moeb was 1{1&51@31.,&1 and arrested st reZﬂaaﬁﬂ E&?
tha police on his owa recognizance.
. 7This was the state of sfairs, working men and women bestzn and abuaﬁa t&zﬂﬁ
w%&en they try to idenify the oaes tesponsible for the outrage they arg »zi,::mwn m@:ﬁ
il and their bonds sef at ong and two thouwsand dollars, while the ma‘as*m w&zﬁ

-

-

rafﬁaﬁed on their own fmg:m,ame- - o
Mo Rewghation by 1. W, w, | R

T3 these cutrages rpuse the L W, W, 1o retailate with violence? I did ‘ﬁﬂ
Here the police and the ones who have repeatedly chayged the 1 wOW w-fi:z
U wiglence come out and commit assauli, robbery, anson and many other s‘:ﬂ"ﬁﬁl-.. z&ﬂa
ﬁi& 1 W. W go to jail while these criminaks walk the street freg. ua.;

| 51@:& the raid, the police are using the injunction fo assist thesm in a}-zmr ?ﬁ'ﬁfﬂﬁ* >
'_'E:Mﬁ fit ‘ﬁiﬁ Dast g mrmuaa t}aﬂm hﬂ"ﬁ been MoHe than Eaﬁ’.‘f}? argests ;{ﬂf E’a«fﬁgﬁ&
""xg;ggf}guea a% -_ti‘,-.ﬂ Bﬁmﬁk In;um:tm If t}lﬂ? are ra;aaap& o Ezaﬂ tirf'}x m‘fﬁﬁéﬁtﬁﬁ
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Their trial i3 et six or eigh¢ weeks zhesd and then when they are called for sriaf
their case ic dizmissed and in 2 dav or two they are rearrested. = R
Thus they are forced 1o do their gme, before they are brought 1o tripl, and the's
police and judges know there is not a chance to convict them when they are arresied.
it is reported thet one officer stated, "that he knew they could not make the TRfHILT
sion stick, but they would make the Wobblies do nine months out of twelve wiiting”
for dismisesis.” _ S ' IRt r
" What have these men done that they are forced to undergo such punichment?
They have attempted to sell their papers, that are given second class mafliEE pfive,.
leges by the Government. They attempt to speak on the sireets of Bay Pedro o
ini other words, they attemipt to use the rights guaranteed them in the Constitution
of the United Stites. The zight of fres speech, free press, and assemblage | A"
. these have been danied the workers in Californiz, and 1t 45 the duty of every man ;
* and woman who cares for freedom to get behind these men in this fight. - . - o
. If you cannot take & patt in the front Une then it & your duty o support them, .
wwith protests and. financial aid. ' © . -
7 Four iliegal raids on private homes and illegal confiscation’ of property have':
taken place in San Pedro in the past two weeks. The stockade is full of cur mems
bers who have been lying there for weeks awaiting trial, and most of them will be
" lismissed when they are rafled to court. | | L
Injanction Delned S
An imunction is a law made by a judge; and its penalties gre fized by the Same
judge; and the offenders are tried before the same judge; and the verdict is rendered
b?da jury of one man—the same judee; and the sent=nez is pronounced by the zame
judge. S
An injunction 15 2 law that is found on no statute book. | A law that has nevet .
been voted on by any set of legislators. A law that has never been signed by any
governor or president. A lavw that exists without the consent of the people. - A law
that eame into being as the law of one man, S ' S

Your Help Needed -

: After reading this article, reagd it over again and consgider it carefully-and asks
yoarseif if you do not.owe these men your support. - The Tights of the, people s
~whole are judged by the rights of the individual. - AR
If these men are allowed to be parsecuted and crushed for Ehﬁiif-"_tjlpiifﬁﬂ!}ﬁ.bhtﬂ%ﬁ

S by

=
P
i

P

<

iyl may be next. No man, woman or child is safe under an administration tHat
Faifoiws such a state of affairs 86 exist. C e T D AR
SE Funds are badly peeded to carry oh relief werk among the ﬂn}mﬁgﬂﬁ}@%ﬁg
T48d the men in fail. The men must be defendedin the courts. Dactor bills musts
", be met, and publicity must be gotten out to advertise Califepia and her tyrannical
- methods of suppression and pepsecution. ' T R
~. . Bend funds and get further information from

% ED DELANEY, Secrefary CLAUDE ERWIN, Seceeliry
_..??aiifﬂfﬂi_a-ﬂraaﬂa Gﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬂ?i“ A T Les Ang Eiﬂﬁ@ﬁlﬂe
Box 574 - San Pranciseo, Calif. . . Deferise;
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