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The Ku Klux Klan

Citizens’ League of Dallas, Texas, Takes Action
Agalnst the Activities of the Klan

w1 E Dallas County Citizenz League was of-
‘ ganized April 4, 1922, by a mass mesting
of five thousand eitizens held in the Mumnic-
ipal Auditorium on the street on which it
farez, Tt waz orgamzed to oppose the kKo
Klux Kian Iis opposition iz based on the
b L broad ground that the Xlan is wnlmwini in
that it cannot exist and function without violating the Cep-
stitution and certain statytes of the Stafe, and that 1t is
un-American because it can not exist and funetion without
deatroying that political and yeligious freedom that is the
glory of our msiituiions.

It iz always worth while to review the fundamenial prin-
ciples of Republican Government as they are written in the
Constitution, and it i3 especially imporiant that we do eo
now, in order that we may determine whether soneh an
oreanization as the Ku Elux Kilan ig proper or fawful in &
sovernment of the people, by the people and for the people,

We therefore invite your attention to the follpwing sec-
tions of that part of our Constitution known as the

THE BILL OF RIGHTS

Section 1. Texas iz 8 free and independent State, subiect only io
the Constituiion of the Tnited Siates; and the maintenanee »f osur
fyree institutionz znd the perpetuity of the Union depend unpon the
preservation of the right of loeal self-government, unimpalred ta al
the Siates,

EQUAL RIGHTH

Section 8, Al fresmen, when they form a soelal rompact. have
aqogl rights, and no man, or set of men, 13 entitled o exciusive sep-
arate poblic emoinments, or privileges, but in consideration of public

SeTVICEe.,
N RELIGIOUSE TEST

Sertion 4. No religivus test shall ever be required ag a usslifiea-
tioh to any office, o publie trust, in this State; nor shall any cne be



exvluded irem holding office on account of his religious sentiments,
provided he acknowledge the exizience of a Supreme Being.

FREEDCGM OF CONSCIENCE

Rection 6. Al men have 2 natural and indefensibie right fo wor-
ship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences.
Ne man shall be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of
worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent. No human
authority oupht, in any case whatever, to control or interfere with
the rights of conscience in matiers of religion, and no preference shail
ever be piven by law to any religious society or mode of worship. But
it shall be the duty of ibe Legislature to pass such laws as may be
necossary to protoct equally every relipions denomination in the peace-
able cnjovment of its own mmle of publie worship.

FREEDOM OF 5FPEEBEGH

Section & Fvery person ghall be at liberiy io speak, write er
publish his opinien en any subject, being responsible for the abuse of
that privilege: and #o law shall ever be passed curtslling the liberty
5f speeeh or of the press. In prosecutions for the publication of
papers investigating the conduct of officers, or men in publie capacity,
ar when the matier published is proper for public information, the
truth theresf may be given in evidence, And in all indietments for
{ibels the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts,
ander the divection of the eourt, as in other cazes.

SECURITY OF HOME

Sectipn 9. The people shall he sceure in thelr persons, houses,
papers and possessions from all unreasonable seizure ov searches, and
no warrant to search any place, or to seize any person or thing shall
izsue without deseribing them as near as may be, nor without prob-
able cause, supported by oath or affirmation.

TRIAL BY JURY

Seetion 10. In all eriminal prosecutions the accunsed shall have
a speedy publie trial by an impartial jury. He shall have the right
ta demand the nature and canse of the accusation against him, and
to have a copy thereef. He shall not be compeiled to give evidence
against himself and shail have the right of being heard by himself
or counsel, or both, shall be eonfronted by the wiinesses against him
and shall have compulsory process for obtaining wilnesses In his
favor, exzept that when the witness resides ount of this State and
the offense charged is a violation of any of the anti-trust laws of this
Siate, defendent and the State shall have the right to produce and
have the svidencoe admitted by deposition, under such rules and laws
as the Legislature may hereafter provide; and no persen zhall be held
to snswar for a criminal offense, untess on an indictment of a grand
jury, exeept in cases in which the punishment is by fipe or imprison-
ment, otherwise than in the penitentiary, in cases of impeachment,
and in cases arising in the army or havy, or jn the milifla, when in
actusl service in time of war or public danger. .

Section 15, The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate.
The Legislature shall pass such laws ag may be needed o regulate
the same, and to maintain its purity and efficiency.
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PROTECTION OF LAW

 Seetion 13, Wo citizen of this State shall be deprived of life.
Iihertr}'{ properiy, privileges or Immaunities, or in any manner 4is-
franchised, except by the due course of the law of the land.

KLAN FORMS AN “EMPIRE”

Some of the objectives of the Ku Kinx Klan offend the
principles of free government set forth in the above guoted
seetions of the Bill of Rightz. To illastrate: The members
of the Ku Klux Klan are called “naturalized subjects™ of the
“Invigible Empire.” The chief executive oflicer is called
“Imperial Wizard.” Thes subgect takes an oath of allegianve
which obligates him fg “obey the instructions of the [m-
perial Wizard.” The orpanization thug talkes an the form
of government., Section 1 of the Bill of Rights declares that
Texasg is a free and independent State. The Kp Klux Klan
has adopted a form of government, has chosen an imperial
head, and 13 now aszuming the rights and nrivileges of gov.
ernment in the territory which the government of Texas
claims for ifs own., H denieg that the Texag eourtz have the
right to inguire into its operatioms, The oath which the
“subject” of the “Imperial Empire” takes as a part of the
“naturalization’”’ process reads In pari az follows:

KLAN OATH OF OBEDIENCE T THEIR
IMPERIAL AUTHORITY

I A . +++., i the presenge of God and man,
pledge, promige and swear unconditionaliy that I will faith-
fully obey the constitution and laws, and will willingly con-
form to ail regulations, gsages and reguirementz of the hou
Klux Klan, which now do exist or may be hererfter enacted,
and will render at all times loyval and steadfast support to
the imperial authority of same, and will heartily heed all
official mandates, deerees, ediets, ruling and instructions of
the Imperial Wizard thereon.”

Section 2 of the Bill of Rights declares that all pelitival
power is inherent in the people, therefore the laws enucted
by the people ought to be supreme, bt we find the “natural-
ized” gubject of the “Invisible Erpire” swearing that he
will aneonditionally render loval and steadfast support 1o
the “imperial authority of the Ku Klux Klan, and heed all
dectees, rulings and instructions of the imperial ruler”
The man who binds himself by the solemn obligations of
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an oaih fo support the “edicts, decrees and instructions” of
any authonty other than that of the State and federal gov-
ernments, in our opinion, offends against the principles get
forth in the Bill of Rights. He eannot be the citizen of a
free and independent State, as Texas is declared to be, and
at the same time the “subject” of an “Imperial Empire,”
whose ruler's decrees and mandates he must obey.

TARKES LAW INTO OWN HANDS

We call attention to Section 9, 10, 15 and 19 of the Bill
of Rights. These have reference to the security of the citi-
zens in their persons and homes, and their right to a trial
by jury in opeh court upon any criminal charge or aceusa-
tion whatsoever. In the popular mind the Xu Elux Klan
has been convicted many times of denying to American citi-
zeng the right of trial by jury. We understand, of course,
the Klan denies that it has officially ordered the punishment
of any man. It is not yet strong enough to openly operate
itz government., But the evidence ig overwhelming in many
instances that members of the Klan have conducted whip-
ping parties that have violated the sacred guaranties of the
Bill of Rights and the lawsg of the State enacted thereunder.
No right hag heen more jealously suarded by the people than
the right of trial by jury, vet the Klan hasg deprived citizens
of this right. Nothing has been done about it in the courts,
becanse the “Imperial Government”™ has its “subjects” in the
offices ereated by the Constitution of the free and independ-
ent Htate of Texas, and hag thereby prevented the govern-
ment of the free and independent State of Texas from func-
tioning, Furthermore, it iz conceded by all well informed
men that the atmosphere created by the Klan has tended to
encourage lawlessness of all kinds. A circular letter sent
out by the Dalias Klan states that “zometimes our scheme
of government fails and the Ku Klux Klan supplies this de-
ficiency.” This is an admission that the Klan assumes and
exercizes governmental functions. To the extent that it
does so 1% s a usurper. Thig is also a direct threat and
warning that the due course of law of the free and inde-
pendent State of Texas will be disregarded by the Klan and
the law of the Invisible Empire substitnted whenever in the
opinicn of the Klan this onght to be done.

Sections 4 and 6 of the Bill of Rights guarantee religious
freedom, The coernerstones of our government are political
freedom and religions freedom. The Klan denies political
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and economic equality to ail white men except Protestant
Gentiles wheo are native horn and wheo join the Ilan. Jt iz
a well-known fact that the Klan stirs up religions prejudice
and intolerance. We do not defend or condemn any religions
faith or creed, but we do defend the right of every citizen
tp that fresedom of conscience in relirious matters which the
Constitution guarantees when it saya that “Every man ghall
have the right to worship Almighiy God acenrding to ihe
dictates of hiz own conacionce”

CHAITER 1

In further support of our proposition that the Ko Klux
Klan iz un-American in principle and offends against the
Comstitotion and laws of Texas, we snbmit the following:

DANGERS OF KLAN'S SECRECY OATH

We have sel out above that part of the oath which obii-
gates the subieet 1o be loral to the Empire and the [mperial
Wizard. The following is another part of the oath which
a eandidate for membership in the Ky Klux Klan must take;

“1 swear that T wit] keep seeure bo myself a seerrt ol o Klansman
when zame is comritted to me in the gserod honds of Kiansmanship:
the crime of violating thiz solemm oath, treazon agaiszt the United
Btates of Amerlca, rape and malicious murder excepisd.”

You will ebzerve that it does not except treason against
the Sfate.

Following 1z the oath which pablic officialz 1n Texas must
take upon assuming the duties of office:

T o erieecrereeee vz e ) Q0 sOlemENYY swear {ov affirm) that 7 WILL
FAITHFULLY and IMPARTIALLY dizcharge and perform all fhe
duties incambent upsn ME &8 e, AtFOrding 1 the best
of my gkill and ability, arrevable to the Constitulios amt fnws nf fhe
United Staktes and of this Siake,” cle,

From the foreroing cath it is cbvicus thai ne man can
serve the people as a public official and at the same bime
serve the “Imperial Wizard” and the “Invisible Empire.”
A public official who becomes a member of the Ko hiux Klan
must make up his mind to he false to one of the two groups.
the people and the State he has sworn to serve or his brother
Klansmen whom he has sworn fo protect and shield "in any
way” and for violating all laws, except those against mur-
der, rape and freason.

Which magfer the Klan public official serves has heen
demonstrated top frequently in Texas in the last year i
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permit of any doubt of the danger to the publie safety which
resultz when peace officers are entrusted with the mission of
arresting and prosecuting criminals they are secretly sworn
to protect.

One of the published “principles” of the Ku Xlux Klan
18 to enforce the law. Another is to “Uphold the Constitu-
tion.” But do memberz of the Klan live up to this boast?
Are they willing to co-operate with legally constituted law-
enforcement officers in the running down of erime and the
punishment of eriminals?

TO JAIL RATHER THAN HELP STATE

A few iypieal insiances answer the guestion.

Peeler Clayton, a rent car driver of Austin, Texas, was,
as he rode in an automobile, shot to death by a party of men
stationed in front of a store at Sixth and Brazos streets,
Austin, on the night of Thursday, December 16, 1921, The
Austin Klan Neo. 8% was holding an initiation in the hall
above the ztore and Klan members admitied they had sta-
tioned armed men ai the doors,

In connection with the grand jury investization which
followed in March, J. B. Copeland, Austin Police Commis-
sion, and F. . Reynolds, secretary of the Austin Woodmen
of the World Indge, both admitied members of the Klan,
defied the grand jury and refoased to answer questions put
by the foreman coneerning the membership in the Kian of
certain suspected persons and their presence at the meeting
on the night of the killing of Clayton. When Ceopeland and
Reynolda were ordered committed $o isil and fined by the
Distriet Judge they still refused to answer.

“T will stand on my personal rights and will go to jail
rather than answer,” said Eeynolds. And it was only after
the Court of Criminal Appeals had decided that they must
answer or remain in jai until they did o that Copeland and
Kevnolds, with the jail doors vawning for them, finally
answered. They paid fines of $100 each for their prior de-
flance of the court. Buf they answered even then, only when
3 last-mingie effort by brother Klansmen, which successfully
interfered with the United States mails, and withheld from
delivery for more than twenty-four hours the letter contain-
ing the mandate of the Appeals Court committing them to
iail, The Clerk of the Court, on hig own initiative, person-
ally delivered a duplicate of the mandate when the non-de-
ivery of the griginal had been called to hiz atiention.
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The effort of some peace officers and grand inrorg in
Drallasg to fix resparﬂibllih for the flogging of zeveral ciii-
zens 13 another tlustration. Although all these florgings
were generally attributed to members of the Klan, that body
did nothing more foward clearing itself of the siizma of
responsibility than the passive announcement that 1t wonld
pay a reward in two of the cases for eonviction of the guilty
persons. And men well known as members of the Dallas
Klan openly vondemned efferts of the Mavor and the Dis-
trict Attorney to run the floggers to earth, and s¢ far there
has been no indictment by the grand jury of personz guiliv.

CHAFPTER I}

KLAN VIOLENCE

The growth of the Ku Klux Klan in Texuas has been
marked by lawlessness and violence., Mob rale has sup-
planted sction by leraily constituted faw enforcemen! agen-
cies, the police, sheriffs and the courts. In some giijes and
ecounties this has been made possible through the co-ppera-
tion with the Klan of some lasw enforcement officers who
have disregarded their solemn gaths to the SBiate of Texasz
and remembered only their oblization to the “Trmperial
Wizard” at Atlanta and his “iInvigible Empira.”

There can he no questisn in the minds of unprejudicerd
citizens that the Ku Klux Klan is solely responsible for this
condition. The Klan at the outsel of the reign of mob actinn
frequently denied responsibility for illegal actx. Buof as fng-
gings, tarring and feathering, felonions aszauliz, murder
and similar crimeg have multiplied, evidence has increnzed
that many of these acts were commitied either by local Ky
Elux Klans or by individual members of the mask-and-sheet
clad organization. Tetters boldly signed by the official zen]
of the Klan have been sent through the United Statex maits.
warning citizens to leave certain communities or io ceaze
the commiagsion of alleged crime of which they have naver
been accused, much less legally proved guoilty.

The Lst of flogeings, tarring and feathering, assauls
and warnings renning into the hundreds 15 ton numerouns
to recount in full. A few typical inxtances iHlustrate the
lawlessness of the Klan.

The murder of Peeler Clayton, previously referred in,
in Austin,.is 2 typieal cage. Clayvion was shot to death in
front of the Klan hall while a meeting wasz in progress,
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Admitted Klansmen acknowledged the Klan had scationed
armed guards at the doors, There had been iil feeling
caused by efforts of certain Austin citizens to aseertain the
names of men who entered the Klan hall. Tt iz presumed
Clayton was mistaken, by those who murdered him, for a
representative of these people. .He was vislating no law,
and so far as the evidence shows had done nothing to invite
the rage of his murderers except {o ride past their meeting
place 1n an automohile.

The killing of a negro ¢hild in Corsieana, who wag killed
by an over-enthusiastic member of 2 mob who had taken the
child’s father out to whip him, almost caused the dishanding
of the Corsicana Kii Klux Klan.

KLAN PLANNED INGLEWOQOD RAID

But the most notorious cage of Klan-instigated viglence
in the country wasg the recent raid by Klanzmen on the home
of a citizen of Inglewood, Cal., a suburb of Los Angeles,
wherein one masked Klansman wag killed and two wound-
ed by Marshal Frank Woeerner, a peace officer, who was
calied by neighbors of the man whose home was invaded
and violated by the masked mob in a pitched battle with
the mmvaders.

Testimony adduced at the coroner’s investigation proved
conclusively by members of the Klan who were called as
witnesses that the raid on the home of the Inglewood citizen
was planned at a meeting of the Ku Klux Klan., One of the
wounded men angd the man who was killed were peace offi-
cers, it developed, when their masks were stripped off after
Marshal Woerner had shot them down. These men were
sworn to uphold and enforee the law. Yet they disregarded
thig oath and fulfilled their allegianee of the great “Wizard”
and the “Invizible Empire.”

P1d the officers of the Log Angeles Ku Klux Klan attempt
to assist the officers fo enforce the law and fix responsibility
upon those gnilty of this outrage? They not only did not,
they publicly refused fo do so, and the District Attorney,
with armed officers, was foreed to raid the Ku Kihux head-
quagters to secure evidence to prosecute members of the
mob.

The beating of an aged blind man, G. M. Rymal, in Har-
riz County, caused the Harriz County grand jury io zay:

. *The wictims of the whitecap outrage are the Rvmal family, tiv-
ing at Sheldon, several of whom are afflicted; five are girls under 14
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vears of age, the only bread-winner being one son whors the ¥u Klux
have threatened. We repard the terrorvizing of this wreiched family
by banda of Klux night riders as cowardly and unjustiiabie cutrages.
What the Klux did was to pile themsslves intoe automoebiies and go as
night riders to threaten and terrorize the aged, affiicied and helpless.”

The stripping, beating, tarring and feathering of a
woman, Mre, Beulah Johnson, at Teneha,

CHAPTER 111
KLAN TREATMERNT OF WOMEN

Another Klan boast is that it “protects womanhnod,”

One would hardly expect to find great honor Ior woman-
hood a8 3 basie operating principle of an organization which
defies the law and the officers and mefes cut extra-legal
punishment in midnight secret couris.

But the record of the Klan’s treatment of women in
Texas and elzewhere constitutes one of the blackest pages
of its black higtory. Here are just a few incidents illustrat-
ing how the Ku Klux Klan treats women; how it consiitules
a2 fravesty upon the name of the original erganization and
the man who organized the Klan of the Reconstruction
period;

On Saturday night, July 18th, 2 band of masked Kians-
men seized Mrs. Beulah Johnson as she sat on the poreh of
a hotel where she was employed in Teneha, Shelby County,
Texas. She was taken io the woods, where her abduoetors
stripped her clothing from her body, cut her hair and gave
her a coat of hot tay and feathers, leaving her to make her
way home as best she could.

Thig ontrage drew more national and international con-
demnation from the press of the world and from Individuals
than any other Klan outrage of the long series perpetrated
in Texas during the past year. She was accused, not lezally,
but by the Klan, of bigamy.

in the Inglewaod {California) raid, in the home of Fidel
Elduyan, masked Klansmen forced his twn voung daugh-
ters, fourteen and sixteen, to sirip off their nighigowns and
stand naked, before dressging in the presence of the gloafing
ruffians.

In Dallag, when a meb went to the home of a eitizen,
dragged him from hig house to take him to the river bottoms
for a floxging, his two young daughters resisted the efforis
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to take away their father. One of the girls was struck down
by the invader, who knocked her to the floor with a blow
from his fist. Anocther member of the mob struck the other
daughter down with the butt of a revolver, inflicting a severs
cut on her scalp,

In McKinney, Texas, a moh of Klanamen, after sending
a warning letter to a citizen there, called at hig home in the
Klan regalin while he was away. His wife was badly fright-
ened. They left a message {or the hugband to “stay at home
more.” He sent them word if 1they ever terrorized his wife
again he would make it a personal matter,

CHAPTER IV

THE KLAN AND IT5 PROPAGANDA METHODS

The propaganda activities of the Ko Klux Klan might
well be the envy of the German War Ofice when that orgzan-
ization was functioning at its best. Coneceived by the Im-
perial Wizard and developed into a get-rieh-guick scheme,
the Ku Klux Klan has perfected a sales organization which
is keenly alive to the effectiveness of advertising and pro-
paganda.

In order for the Klan to live it must get members., The
elaborate orgasnization imcludes paid lecturers, “kleagles,”
membership salesmen and hangers-on who are gaining a
Hving from the proceeds of membership sales of $10.00 each.

The simplest of the propaganda expedients is the masked
parade. This is caleulated to inspire curlosity on the part
of those outside the Xlan and makes them want to be inside.

As the parade scheme gradnally becomes ineffective from
too frequent wse, the plan of sending masked delegates to
churches, funerals, hospitals and similar places was adopted.

The third step to secure newspaper mention waz the
“charity operations” of the Klan. This includes the giving
af small sums of money to families who had suffered mis-
fortunes: to evangelists and ministers and to charitable In-
stitutions, such as Hope Cottage, a home for foundiings in
Dallas,

Asg the novelty of these various schemes wore off and the
truth of “Charity covers a multitude of sins,” became im-
pressed, and the legitimate press began to cease mention of
them, it became necessary to stir up new “isgues” which
would create talk sbout the Klan and a desire to ioin it.
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CHARACTER ASSASSINATION

And then the paid member solicitors began to preach
their hymns of religious intolerance, racial hatred, politics!
power and economic warfare, GShrewdly adapting their
selling talk to the prospect, the Klan representatives have
preached a partieniar brand of hate 1o the man to swhom
that particular prejudice is expected to appeal. Tn vom-
munities where the Protestant bhelief prevars, ns in moxt
places in Texas, the appeal hag been based upon anii-Calh-
olic and anti-Jewish issues. In Califormia where the Jap-
anese problem presents itself, and in Houthern communities
where the Negro population is large, “while supremaey” has
been the catch-word., In the larger cities political control”
is used as a bait. fo thoze of gtrictly orthodox religious be-
liefs, the plea has been for “law enforcement,” while to the
bootlegger and other eriminals in the organization “protec-
tion’” hag been held out as an inducement. And to the small
merchant, an economic boycott of those not 1n the Klan, with
a resuitant divergion of trade to those who are numbered in
the fold of the *“Invisible Empire” promises big financial
returns as an inducement,

An atter and reckless disregard of truth characterizes
all the Klan propaganda. Whipping parties appealing o
the latent mob instinet of a certain type of hrutal individus!
are instigated by whispered lies. When Klian officials decide
a whipping is necessary to pather in new members the vie-
tim i3 selected, Then the process of character assassination
is deliberately set in motion. Whispered charges of immn-
rality are circulated; these are repeated, nassed v word of
mouth, exagoerated, enlarged upon until the whipping oY
the tarring and feathering is done.

After a man or woman is whipped, no makier how inno-
cant the wvictim may be, the most alrocious and libeinus
stories are immediately circulated about the victim with g
view to prejuadicing public ppinion and preventing inveaii-
oation and punishment for the eximinals who perpefrate the
lawless aet.

CHAPTER ¥
THE GUTTER PRESS

One of the incidents of Ku Kluxism in Texas which has
contributed much to the discord, prejudice and hatred
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preached by the Klan is that parasite of the movement,
the gutier press, which owes its mushroom exigtenee to the
Klan, and for which the Klan must assume responsibility.

The springing up of local weekly newspapers invariably
follows the invasion of the Klan golicitors inte new terri-
tory, te conduct the follow-up campaien. They publish the
most vicions lies, slander and libel, instead of news, and
under the cloak of “freedom of the press,” a right sacred to
all Americans, they perpetrate the most flagrant abuse of
the press,

Thege newspapers, without financial regpongibility, male
libelous and contemptible journalistic assaults upon citizens
of the most exemplary character who oppose the Ku Klux
Klan. Their sole purpose iz to inflame the suspicions and
hatreds of credulous “prospects” to further the zale of the
Ku Klux Klan “citizenships’” at $10.00 sarh and to sarn
revenue for thoze respongible for their publieation.

They advoeate and preach the boyeott of all persons and
institutions not avowedly pro-KElan, and they openly preach
sedition, anarchy and treason. The:,r approve editorially of
maoh ]E.ﬂ tarvings and featherings ang floggings, and en-
dorse abandonment of the Constitution and the statutes,

Typical of the lies publizhed by the gutter press in Texasz
iz the declaration that the Austin grand jury which investi-
gated the murder of Peeler Clayton and ordered two Xians-
men who refused to testify to iail was made up of “twelve
members of the Knights of Columbuz.”

Refuting this statement, the grand jury, in its final re.
port to the District Gourt at Austin, filed 2 glatement of
the religious affiliations of all twelve of its membera, A
verbatim copy of a sestion of thig sworn repori, now on file
in the archives of the Traviz County District Court, is pub-
lished herewith:

“1f =il the =tatzments in this issue of the Klan newspaper are as
untruthful as this one, then there is not a line of truth in the wmsue.
For your information I am giving you a list of the grand jury and
their religions inclinations and beliefs:

“T, A, Grege, foreman, not a member of the church, but brought
up & Baptist, and & Protestant in belief,

“Morris Hirsehfield, Jow, 2 banker by profeszion and & member
of the Jewish congregation of Austin.

47, R. Donnelly, wholesale denler in plumbing supplies and con-
tractor, not a member of the chureh,

“Tohn MceWamara, manufacturer and whelesaler, a Cathelie.
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W, E, Ferguson, farmer, not a member of any church, but o
Frotestant in belinf.

O, B. Johnson, farmer and a Profestant and a Bapiist.

“F. J. Paim, wholesale and retail Jeweler, an BEpizscopatian,

“Wiltiam Pfennig, Jr.., a farmer and member of the Lutheran
church,

“(3len Munson, farmer and a Metheodist.

“Will Nehring, farmer and a member of the Lutheran chureh,

“Monroe Thorpe, farmer and s Protestant, a Baptist in belief,

“Bd Robinsen, wholegale grain desler, an Episeopalian,

[Rdpned) D. A Greco, Foreman”

The Klan “lecturers,” who are chiefly discredited ex-
horters of variouns faiihs, are another propaganda orran.
Thev need no comment from those who have zeon samples
of their activity in Texas. They are zsimply the human
counterpart of the gutter press, spreading lies, preaching
venom, hatred, creating “straw men” and specters of reli-
gions oppression. They show even lezs adhesion to truth
than the guiter press.

Typical of this misrepresentation iz 5 statement made
by Joe G. Camp, Kn Klux lecturer, in an address in Foil
Worth on the might of April 22, 1922, in which he declared
that “Attorney General Daugherty 18 a Klansman. and 1§
the President of the United States is not an ghligated Kinns-
man, his sympathies are with the Klan.”

Replying to a citizen who inquired ag to the truth of this
statement, President Harding directed his secretary in zend
a Ietter in which he stated that he “heartily disapproved of
the organization, and has repeatedly expressed himszelf to
this effect.”

Attorney General Daugherty, replying directiv {o the
speech of Camp iIn Fort Worth, issued the following state-
ment from his office in Washington:

“I was never asked to join, and 1 have never in any way authe-
Tizad or consented to the usze of my name in thai connection. and the
statement that 1 am a member is 2 malicious uniruth,”™

CHAPTER VI
THE KLAN IN POLITICS

The approach of the primary election in Texas hag
brought out one of the two primary reasons for the exist-
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ence of the Ku Klux Klan, i. e., the desire of certain of its
members to hold or gontrol public office.

Even the most casual investigation of the Klan reveals
this sinister phase of its aetivity. The Klan oath, binding
free Americans whose Constitution guarantees to them the
most sacred right of citizenship, the freedom of the ballot,
to implicit obedience to the instructions of an Imperial
Wizard, such as the casting of their ballots for the candi-
date of the Wizard’s or his representalive’s choice,

The desire to eonlrol the governmental machinety of the
nation is manifested in the aclivities of the Kleagles, or
member-getters, who Invariably approach and solieit first
the public officials, the peace officers and judges of a com-
munity.

Additionsl corrgborative evidence is seen in the efforts
of professional politicians in Texas to claim the support of
the Klan in their candidacies for office,

The question, tersely summarized, is:

“Thall T cast my ballot in support of the prineiples on
which this Governmeant was founded and has been preserved,
or shall I vote to substitute midnight river-hottom courts for
trial by jury: mob law and the far pot for Constitutional
Government, and the secret, sinizter, masked tyranny of an
Imperial Wizard and an Invisible Empire for a republican
self-government by the majority of those governed?”

CHAPTER VII
BOYCOTTS BY THE KLAN

The Ku Klux Klan hag an economic aspect, teo, ag well
as the religious, the social, the moral, the political and the
ethical influences which it would wield upon the American
peopie.

The economic phase of Klanishness centers about a word
which is hatefu! to liberty-Joving Americans, the boycott,

This hoveott, under the Klan’s method of operation, is
not a potential weapon, a threat, something fo be resorted
to in case of emergeney, but is an automatie, self-acting, con-
tinncusly-working principle of the masked organization. T%
is directed not merely against Jews and Catholies and for-
eign-born citizens, but against every citizen of the Republic
who has not become a “naturalized subject” of the “Invisible
Empire.” By applying for and accepting such naturaliza-
tion, a Klansman takes the “Qath of Allegianee to the Invis-

116 ]



ible Empire.” Under this oath he promises sneondibional

obedience to the laws of the Klan and to the instructions of
the Imperial Wizard and thus swears {0 boyeoil ail except
fellow-subjects of the “Empire.”

These facts were made public in a sworn veport of the
Travig County grand jury. Quoting the text of "The Firat
Lesson in the Science and Art of Klankraft,” and specii-
ically Section No. 4, devoled to “Vocational Kilanishness,”
the grand jury’s report makes publie how the Klansmen are
instructed to boyeoit all but Klansmen. A seclion of the
Hlan instruclions, taken from the sworn gramd jury report,
BaySs:

“Tor an example: 1f you should come across a perssn interested
in the purchase or sale of real estate, scan your list of known Rians-
men and if there is one whe iz in that line of business {though ¥ou
may not be so intimately acquainted with him) urge this person to
sag your particular real estate man. It iz presumed there iz a profil
ts be made in the transaction if consummaied, then do your pari in
endeavoring to turn the proft to a Klansman., You néed not tell ihis
person why you Insist on his seeing this pariicuiar real esiale man
other than that he is worthy and deals honerably. He iz a Klapsman
and you can safely recommend him. Apply this method :n yegard to
Klansmen who are doctors, lawyers, denkists, mnevchants, barbers, optl-
elans, ecarpenters, ingurance men, taxical owners:, aulomoldls deaiers
and any and all vecations of men.  Again, o olevk, for instapce, of
ather employe of a shop, Lo hold his peositivn, must make good, his
advancement hinges on his ability te produce business; therefore, deal
with these firms or persens who empley Klaosmen in their business
and have your dealings with your fetlow-Klansmen in porsen therein
eraployed, that he or they might get credit for the business done. 1I
possible, fet the employer know that you deal with his firm en accouat
of this partienlar man being employed by him.”

An admirable analysiz of this document and iz far-
reaching effect upon the economic lifs of the community
hag been prepared by General M. M. Crane, former Atfor-
ney General of Texas and chairman of the Dallas {ounty
Citizens’ Leasyue. (eneral Crane declares:

“UNFAIR, UNMANLY, UN-AMERICAN"

"We non-Klansmen have been for all {hese monibs living amonyg
men we had suppozed o be aur friends and yet all that time they wery
oath-bound o divert our busziness from us io their brether Riansmen.

“The fact that we were members with them in the same 3Mazonk
lodge and kneeling around the same Masonic altar and they calling
s brothers was of np consequence. Many of them have been faking
communion at the same church altar with non-Riansmen, they being
a1l the time obligated to boycott non-Klansmen angd divert their busi-
ness, upon which the bread and meat of thelr families depended, tu
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their own brother Klansmen, even though they did not know their

brother Klansman as well as they did their church friends, Seme of

them were visiting in the homeg of their non-Klansmen friends and

receiving visits from their non-Klapsmen friends without ever dis-

E}Iﬁﬂsmg to them the conspiracy into which they had entered agsinsi
em.

“The unfair, the un-American, the unmanly part of this obliga-
tion is that thiz warfare has been condueted on vs gecretly during all
these months, They have declined to let uws know that they are mem-
bers of the Ku Klux Klan. They even now decline to dizelose their
membership, secking to put it boeyond our power to retaliate. In other
words, they arve trying to play a safe pame. They are waylaying,
bushwhacking and assassinating our business. At least that is what
they have sworn to do. All the time we have been thinking them cur
persenal and business friends.

“"Now, mark you, this is not a charge that I make against them
oT that any non-Klansman makes against them. It is simply the plain
wording of their ocath, which binds them to obey the instructions of
the Imperial Wizsrd and the plain instruetions given them by that
Imperial Wizard.

“Y cannot bring myself to belicve that all of these Klansmen, oz,
indeed, any considerable portion of the henest fellows who have joined
it, have understoad this situation. I know some of them whom I think
te be Klansmen., Many of them I have zsteemed to be manly men. 1
have thought that if they had a2 grodge apainst me or anyone else, or
were seeking to do me an imiury of any kind, they wenld stand out in
the open and tell me so and give me an oppertunity of defense. For
that reason I believe that, when this matter Iz directed fo {heir atten-
tion, they will desert the Kisn, beepuse they will know that the war-
fare iz an unholy one. I shall continue sp to believe antil I know they
have refused.

“The Imperial Wizard's plan was not anly to set up a real empire,
but v conguest to make us his subjects therein., The conguest was to
be made, first, by taking in all thoge who were glipible and wished to
join angd then have those war on the rest of us whoe are eligible, 80 as
to compel us to join, or elge gee our business dwindie and disappear.
The pain to the Imperial Wizard and his orgsnizers would be the
$10.00 2 head that we paid as klektoken, or initiation fee, when we
go in and then zuch additional taxes as the Imperial Wizard and his
coterie levy on us. A fine scheme, that., The most systematic and
widespread boycott that was ever practiced on the American continent,

“Labor organizations have instituted boycotis because they com-
plained of allered wrongs, but they did not conceal their names. The
public knew who were doing the boyeotting., Here these people are
ot boyeotting us because of any wrong we have commitied against
thern, but beranze we ave exercising the American privilege of not
besoming Bu Klax, * * * 7

CHAPTER VIII

HOW AMERICANS DENOUNCE THE KLAN

It iz expected that the Ku Klux Kian with the record it
has made for itself, a part of which is recited in the fore-
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going pages, would not receive the endorsement of commen-
dation of thoge eitizens who have the true welfare of the
nation, state and city at heart.

And this has proved singularly true; nol one leader in
the political, social, eultured, military or economic hfe of
the community has come put in favor of the masked usurper.
On the contrary, leaders in every walk of life, the ouistand-
ing statesmen, ministers, jurists, editors, labor leaders, mer-
chants, bankers, fraternalists, Ameriean Legion posts; In
fact, men of all creeds and shades of political and religions
helief, have universally condemned the Ku klux Rilan. s
only apclogists have been its paid lecturers and the “gutier
press’’ which fatten off it.

Appended are a few typical comments:

WARREN G. HarpinG, President of the United Stales,
directed a reply to an inguiry in which he siated thai he
heartily disapproves of the organization (the bu klux
Klan) and has repeatedly expressed himself 1o this effect.

MORRIS SHEPPARD, United States Senator from Texas:

“Human lberty will perish unless we preserve the saleruard
of the law.”

0. B. Corgurry, former Governor of Texas:

“We cannot tolerate public officials who ars dominated by g seerst
political organization whose purpose is {0 ontrel electicns. The eath
of office of & public official or juror overrides the oath of a hu hlux
Klanzman. [ am glad I am able to join hands with * * * other good
citizens to zee that liberty in this State remains anpoliuted by any
Imperial Wizard,”

An official opinion of the Attorney Genmeral of Texas,
written by W. A. Keeling, then First Assistant Attorney
General, and submiited by Governor Pat Nelf, at the Gover-
nor's request, on October 15, 1921, foliows:

ALL ARE GUILTY

“A1l efforts of persons under any name they mar have assurmed
to better the moral conditions of the country through the medium of
threats, fear, intimidation and persenal viclence s a vindation of the
spirit and letter of the Constitution and laws of Texas, and gach ang
every act done and performed by them carrying out or furthering
any ilegal purpese, or which has for its obieet the deing of any act
forbidden by law, would invelve the guilt of all parties having Enowi-
edge or 8 peneral purpose to de itiegal acts, or the actual krewlerdme
af an illegal aet.

“Tf any order, organizalion ot boty of individuals agres art) Com-
federate among themselves to do ary act which would he in vintakion
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of the iaws of the country, every act of every individusl composing
the conspiraey in the furtherance of the conspiracy would be Hlegal,

“This appiies 10 the masked parades, where such parade is a &aﬂ
uf and in fartherance of a purpose o do some act which wonld ]
vinlation of the faw.™ -

Continuing, the opinion specifically mentions the send-
ing of notices, the appearance of masked persons on the
highways and other speeific acts, which are termed in viola-
Lion of Texas laws which are cited by the opinien. Regard-
ing the sending of notices, it savs:

"Thiz s in direct violation of Article 118% of the Penal Cods
panizhing whitecapping.”

Coneluding, the opinien says:

“I{ 15 geperally understosd and commonly aceepiod ng troe that
certain individuals, stvling themselves the Ku Klux Klan, has pro-
clatmed for iis general purpoeses, amenyg sther things, the betterment
of meral eonditions of the cousniry, not through the officers and courts,
pul throuph s gystem of intimidation and fear, and in some cases
violence, ‘Thiz plan of ce-operation is generally evidenced by display-
ing of motizes tn public places and during parades.”

A MISTAKE, SAYS MAYOR

SAWNIE ALDREDGE, Mayor of Dallas, says:

“The Ku Klux Klan is a mistake and should have no place among
ug. * 7 % The Ky Klux Klan hag brooght dizcord into this, a peace-
fui £ity; has set neighbor apainst neighber and has fanned the Bames
of prejudice. An arganization which brings forth sueh fruit is wWrFONg
and shovld not exizt”

WILLIAM M. AmnswouTH, Rishop, Methodiat Episcopal
Church, Soutk, savs:

“Many of the principles of the Ku Klax Klan mey be pairiotic and
worthy, but there can b2 no doubt of the fact thet it sszumes to be a
gort of masked monitor of society, and as such i has threatened, pur-
sued, castigated and rup men out of communities where they livesd,
without reference to their rights in law, the cstablished procedovre
of civilieation. * * * Any masked and sheeted and secret court is g
!;rawat{ wpon justice and has no place in & eivilized land. * * % It ig
particularly a serions thing for any minister of Jesus Christ to lend
hig infloence and prostitute his puipst to the promotion of such danger-
ous propaganda. If 32 iz permitted ko go on unchecked, and preachers,
churehes and charitles continoe to receive the Klan'z anonymeusz aid
it will not be Iong bofore masked men will assume fo dictate to the
pelpit what it shall preach, and threaten to run men frem their
pulpiis who refuse fe de their wey"

Da, C. L. DeBow, pastor First Methodist Chureh, Dallas,
SAYVE .

“The derstrasy of the United Statex is not working as i should
when there 1z such an organization in existence, which perpeirates
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disgraceful flogeings and elhoer Hagrant violations of the law az have
geeurreed recently in Dalias”

“HANDMAID OF ANARCHY™

JameEs C. WILsSoN, Judge Federal District Court for the
Northern District of Texas:

“The Hu Klux Klan iz part of the crime wave and is the first
cousin and handmszid of ansrchy. It i3 2 slander for the Klan to say
it 1= for law and order and the home, Tt i3 for anarchy and dizerder
There is no gther wav in the world in which 2 man ean violate 20 hany
statutes as to join the Ku Klux Klarn and to meet In its hall and plan
a flopeiny. What will step the Ko Klux Klan? Edueation wiil help,
as we most geb the idea out of our headz that there are good and bad
mobs. The end of the Klan is coming Lecause the Amarwap penpic
are not going to stand for such damned foolishness.”

DENOUNCED BY MASONS

ANDREW 1. BANDELL, past Grand Master Masonic lodges
of Texas:

“An organization sneh az the Ku Rlox Klan which, for whatever
seemingly good purpose, undertakes to set aszide and supereade the
legal agencies of the State, to pasg upon the conduct of the citizens
and mflict penalties therefor, to become at 1tz own sweet will a seore?
and irresponsible criminal court and a mpighi-riding raeculioner of
its own decrecs, iz oppozed to and sphversive of the Amorican svsiom.
under which every man huz 3 constitutional right o a lair trisl by
jury and to the possession of his Uberty and property unbil deprived
thereof by die process of Taw, The method of such nn srrarization,
even though it may be intended to aceomplizh goed, 1f allowed to cone
tinue will in time destroy the American respect for the =anciity and
majesty of law, and set up the lawless method of the mob in Hs wtend,
It will supercede the sober publie judgment of the courts with the
hasty private judgments of the Kian; to subsiitute fear »f the mob
for respect for the courts, the order of the Cyclops for the decyee of
the magistrate: to zet np before the world the bimcksnakes whip, the
bucket of tar and the surgeon’s kmife ag the emblems of Ameorizan
methods and American justice.

“Tt will zet up within this constitutional and Tﬁprﬂ%riaitrﬁ oy -
ernment of the masses an inner, zecrct super-government of a olass,
and that clasz ruled, vnder the paing and penaliies of pumishment, by
the individual or 31’1‘.1;1“ gromp of individuais confrolling the arlivities
of the Klan. If carried to its Togical eopslusion 2 will suhstitute a
secret autoeracy for a people’s demnoracy.

KLAN IS NON-MASONIC

“Weither the Ku Klax Klan nor any other order or przaniza-
tiem is Masonic uniess reeopmized as such by proper grand lodge
authority. NWer wil! the tying of the Ku Klux ¥ian to Masonry
by claims of Magonic membership be permitied or toleraded for one
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mornenit, Masenry iz not responsible in the smallest degree for the
Kz Kiux Klan or any other non-Masonizc and Masoric crganization,
&nd gur fraternity must not and shall not be made 4o zland as gponssy
or surcty therefor at the bar of publizc opinion”

BAPTIST CONVENTIHON OFPPOSES KLAN

Tirg SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, in session Mon-
dav, May 22, 1922zt Jacksonvilie, Fla., adopted resolotions,
declaring iteell “unalleraily oppozed to individunls or or-
ganizatipng taking the enforcoment of law Ialo Lhelr vwn
hands;” asserting that the eonvention believes “in the prin-
ciple of Americanism, which gives every man charged with
erime the right of g fair trial by jury, with the power of
calling witnesses,” gnd urging pastors of the mouth “not to
become aligned with or to give approval to any movement
or arganization thal viclates or tends to viclate the sacred
angd fundaments] principles of the American Government.”

BRINGS CONTEMPT FOR LAW

GovERNOR PARKER, of Louisiana, in a proclamation to
peace officers of the State:

“In view of the repented complaints which have come to me from
varipus sections of the State, [ now call vpon all officers of the State
to suppress with an iron hand the evil of Ku Kluxiam wherever it
raises 13 head, and at the approaching session of the Legizlature will
appeal to that body in the name sf order and good povernmani to
eriact o jaw making it s fefony for any man to ride behind 2 mask,
te draz the good pame of thiz State into the mire, te bring eontempt
far law and civilization,”

BicHArRD Y. HawnnNa, deputy of the Supreme Councii of
Ancient and Accented Scottish Rite Freemasonry, in “The
Bulletin,” October 25, 1921 ;

YTrua Masonry ingistz upen just laws, rigorously and impar-
tially enforced angd is ready at gil times to assist the constituted
authorities in that enfereemtnt, bad never to violate the laws in the
en{orcement progress. This Ku Klux Klan is to be avoided as one
would a pestilence”
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