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DISSERTATION

HORSESH-S

S HOEVER fuppofs hat M

Heber and Pond, or even

iEzads Mr. John Cheney, were the
firft who publifhed accounts of Horfe-
racing, will find himfelf much mif-
taken, for there lived others above a
hundred years before them, who not
only publifhed accounts of Horle-
racing, but acquainted us with the
]':il-f.’m'.}' of the wreftling, backfword-
playing, boxing, and even foot-racing,
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that happencd in their days; and from
them we learn alfo who were the vic-
tors, and how the racers came in.

AnmowncsT thefe, lived a2 man
whole name was Homer, a blind or
obfcure man (for they are fynonimous
terms) who occafionall y publithed his
book of fl‘r[)l‘ri, and to him we are
obliged alfo for the pedigree of many
Horfes that were efteemed the beft in
his time. This man was {2id to be
poor, in little efteem, and to travel
about the country to fell his books ;
but though his circumftances were ve-
ry low, his underftanding, it feems,
was not, for he ;liu';t}’a took care to
pay his court to the great perfonages
wherever he came, and to flatter them
n the blood of their Horfes.  But
though he was little eftfeemed in his
liic-time, yet his book of pedigrees

and gencalogy of Horfes was thought
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{o ufeful, that he was greatly honour-
ed for it after his death.  And wha
is more ltrange, though the place
of his nativicy was unknown, and no
country would receive him as a mem-
ber of their community when living,
:,rr:t when dc;&d, many nationg con-
teaded for thehonour oi ity but what-
ever arguments cach country may pro-
duce tor the fupport of 1ts clum, no-
thing 15 more evident than thar he was
an Englifhman; and there 1s great
reafon to believe he was born {fome-
where in the Nosth, thoush I donot
take upon me to fay it ablolutely was
fo. His partiality however, to that
part of the kingdom, is manifeft e-
nough, for he pretended to fay, that
a good racer could be bred in no placs

H L T

but the North; whereas, late expe-
rience has proved that to be a very
idle notion.  Dut as the northern gen-
tlernen were the arft breeders of racing

E 2 Heries,
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Horfes, fo it is very probable they
vere zifo the firft {ublcribers to bis
book, and then we fhall find his par-
tiality might arife, either from his
ciatitude to thefe gt:}tﬁumcn, or {rom
its being the place of his nativity, or

1 - .
[ B irom bot il.

T res was in the North in his
time, a very {amous Stallion called
Loreas : Whether the :[}rtil'ut brecders-
have any of thart blocd left, T do not
cortainly knew ; but IHomer, to flat-
ter the owner, who was a {ublcriber
to his book, and always gave him two
half guineas inftead of one, fabled
that this {ame Boreas btgﬂt his colts
as fleet as the wind.  This to be fure
will be looked v pon as nothing more
tnan a matter of polite partiality to his
benefacior @ But it is much to be fear-
ed, this partiality has not been con-
hned o perfons alene; for there is

reafon
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reafon to believe, that in many cales,
he has varied the true pedigree of his
Horfes, and (not unlike our modern
breeders) has left out one crofs that
has been thought not pood, and fub-
{tituted another in its room held more

fathionable.

W & have an account in one of his
books, (I forger the year when it was
publithed) of a very famous chariot-

. race, that was run over Newmarket
between five noblemen ; and though
it was the cuftom at that ume to run
with a two-wheeled chaife and pair
only, inftead of four, we find all other
cuftoms nearly the fame, The names
of the Horfes are given us, their pe-
digrees, and the names of the drivers;
the courfe is marked out, judges ap-
pointed, betts ofered, but no crofline
or joftling allowed ; a plain proci they

d{'l“"“f]“d on winnine trom the excel-
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lence of their Horfes alone.  But
though a curricle and pair was then
the fathion, there lived at that time 2
ftrange mad kind of fellow, haughty
and overbearing, determined that no
body thould do any thing like himfelf,
who always drove three; and though
the recital of this circumitance may be
confidered as trivial, or little to the
purpole, we fhall find fomething in
the flory worth our attention, and
with refpect to Horfes, a cafe very {in-
gular, fuch a one as no hiftory, no
tradition, nor our own ex perience has
ever furnithed wus with a fimilar in-

ftance of,

It feems thefe three Horfes were
fo good that no Horfes in the king-
d?m would match them, Homer,
atter having boen very lavith in therr
pratfe, has given us their names, and
the poedizice of two of them, which

¢
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it feems were full brothers. He tells
us, they wereas {wift as the wind, and
in his bombaft way of writing, fays
they were immortal ; which exprei-
fion is exaétly of the fame ftyle and
meaning with our mndern phrafe
high-bred, and could mean nothing
elfe, becaufe in the recital of the pe-
digree, he tells us, they were got by
this fame North-country Horfe before
mentioned, called Boreas, and out
of a flying Mare called Podarge. But
the fingularity of this cafe is, that the
third Horfe, whom he calls Pedafus,
was abfolutely a common Horfe, and
of no blood. Here 1 beg leave to
make ufe of Mr. Pope’s words, who,
in his tranflation, {peaking of this
Horfe, fays thus:

¢ Who like in ftrengeh, in fwifinefs, and in grace,
¢« A mortal courfer match’d th’ immortal race.”

Now
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Now as nothing 1s more certatn,
than that no Horfes but thole of
blood can race in our days, I have
long been endeavouring to find the
true reafon of this fingular inflance,
and cannot any way account for it, but
by fuppofing this equality of ftrength
and clegance might produce an equa-
lity of fwittnefs. "This confideration
naturally produced another, which
is, that the blood of ali Horles may
be merely ideal ; and if fo, a word of
no meaning. DBut beiore I advance
any thing more on this hypothefis,
and that I may not be guilty of trea-
{on againft the received laws of jockey-
fhip, I do here lay it down as a cer-
tain truth, that no Horfes but {fuch
as come from foreign countries, or
which are of extradtion totally foreign,
can race. In this OpInion every man
wiil readily join me, and this opinion

will
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will be confirmed by every man s ex-
perience and obfervation.

Bu T in difcuffing this point, I {hall
beg lcave, when (peaking of thele
Horfes, to change the word H1G H-
prED, and in its room fubftitute the
word foreigner, or of foreign ex-
tration. For perhaps it may appear,
that the excellence we find in thele
Horfes depends totally on the mecha-
nifm of their parts, and not in their
blood ; and that all the particular di-
{tinétions and fafhions thereof, depend
lfo on the whim and eaprice of man-

kind.

I+ we take a Horfe bred for the
cart, and fuch a enc as W¢ call 2
hunter, and a Horle of forcign ex-
tradtion, and fer them together, the
meaneft judge will cafily pomt out the

heft racer, from the texturd, elegance,
. C and
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and {ymmetry of their parts, without
making any appeal to blood. Allow
hur a ditfference in the texture, ele-
pance, and fymmetry of parts in dif-
ferent Horfes, whofe extradtion is fo-
reign, this principle will be clearly
proved, and the word HIGH-BRED
of no ufe, but to puzzle and lead us
aftray : and every man’s daily obler-
vation would teach him, il he was
not loft in this imaginary error of
particular blood, that, generally [peak-
ng, {uch Horles who have the fineft
texture, elegance of fhape, and moft
proportion, are the beft racers, lct
their blood be of what kind it will, al-
ways {1 }1E;Uf'1usc{ it to be I_Utfllf}-' furtign.
It T was afked what beauty was, I
thould fay proportion : if T was afked
what flrength was, I fhould fay pro-
portion alfo: but 1 would not be un-
derflood to mean, that this firength
and  beauty alone will conflitute a

TACCT,



(11 ]
racer, for we fhall find a proper length
allo will be wanted for the fake of
velocity 3 and that moreover the very
condtituent parts of ﬁ::rcign Horfes
differ as much from all others, as
their performances.  But this, how-
ever, will be found a truth; that in
all Horles of every kind, whether de-
firned to draw or ride, this principle
of proportion will determine the prin-
goodnels;  at leaft to that

ciple of
part of it which we call bottom. On
the other hand, our daily obfervation
will fhew us, that no weak, loofe,
difproportioned Horfe, let his blood
he what it will, ¢ver yet was a prime
racor. I it be objefted, that many
. a plain ugly Horfe has been a good
racer 3 1 anfwer that all goodnels is

comparative 3 and that fuch Horfes
who have been winners of plates about
oz the
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the country, may be improperly call-
ed good racers, when compared to
fome others : but I can even allow a
very plain Horfe to be a prime racer,
without giving up the leaft part of this
fvftem : for inflance i we fuppole a
Horle {with a large head and ]nng
tars, like the Godolphin Arabian) a
low mean forchand, far {ided, and
goofe rumped, this, 1 guels, will be
allowed a plain ugly Horfe; but yet if
fuch a Horfc be ftrong, and juftly made
in thofe parts which are immediately
conducive to action ; if his thoulders
incline well backwards, his legs and
joints in proportion, his carcafe ftrong
and deep, his thighs well let down,
we fhall find he may be a very gﬂ,{ﬂ
racer, even when tried by the prin-
ciples of mechanics, without appeal-

Hi
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ing to his blood for any part of his
goodnefs. We are taught by this doc-
trine of mechanics, that the power
applicd to any body, muft be ade-
quate to the w::igh!: of that bnd}',
otherwife, fuch power will be defi-
cient for the aftion we require s and
there is no man but knows a cable or
chord of three inches diameter 1s not
equal in ftrength to a chord of four
inches diameter.  So that if it {hould
be afked why a handfome coach Horfe,
with as much beauty, length, and pro-
portion as a forcign Horle, will not
act with the fame velocity and perfe-
verance, nothing will be more eafily
anfwered, without appealing to bloed
becanfe we {hall find the powers of
acting in a foreign Horfe much more
prevalent, and more cqual to the
weight of his body, than the powers
of afting 1 a coach Horfle: for

whoever
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whoever has been curtous enouglf
to examine the mechaniim of diffe,-
ent Horfes by diffedion, will find the
tendon of the leg in a foreign Horfe
is much larger than in any " other
Horfe, whele lea is of the fame di-
menfions 3 and as the external texture
of a foreign Horfe is much finer than
of any other, fo the loreizn Hore

o

muft neceffarily have the greatcft

ﬁ.i.'engt]l and Iu‘rf'l.:x'n:m'.u::: 111 ufe_i;jl:{,
becaufe the mulcular power of two
Horles {(whole dimcnizons are the fame)
will be the greateft in that Horfe,
whofe texture is the fineft.

LeT us next inquire what inform-
-ation we can gather from the feicence
of Anatomy, concerning the laws of
motion: it teaches us, that the force
and power of a muicle confifts in the

numnDer
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number of fbres of which it is com-
pofed ; and that the velocity and
motion of a mulfcle confifts in the
]engl:h and extent of its ﬁbrcs. Letus
compare this dodtrine with the lan-
guage of the jockey: hetells us, il a
Horfe has not length, he will be flow;
and if made too flender, he will not
be able to bring his weight through.
Does not the obfervation of the jockey
exadtly correfpond with this dodtrine ?
If we now inguire into the motion of
Horfes, we (hall find the bones are the
levers of the body, and the tendons
and mulcles (which are one and the
{fame thing) are the powers of alting
applied to thele levers. Now when
we confider a hali-bred Horfe running
one mile or more, with the fame
velocity as a Horfe of foreign ex-
traction, v do not nnpute that equa-

v
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lity of velocity to any innate quality
in the half-bred Horle, becaule we
can account for it by external caufes :
that is by an equality of the length,
and extent of his levers and tendons.
And when we confider a half-bred
Horfe running one mile, or more,
with the fame velocity as the other,
and then giving it up, what fhall we
do? fhall we fay the foreigner beats
him by his blood, or by the force
and power of his tendons P or can we,
without reproaching our own reafon
and underftanding, impute that to be
the effect of occult and hidden caufes
in the one of thefe inftances and not
in the other 7 both of which are de-
monftrated with certainty, and re-
duced to fads by the knowledge of
anatomy and the principles of mecha-
nics.

How
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How many inftances have we of
different Horfes beating each other al-
ternately over different forts of ground!
how often do we fee fhort, clofe,
compaé Horfes beating others of a
more lengthened fhape, over high and
hilly courfes, as well as deep and
flippery ground ; in the latter of
which, the blood is efteemed much
better, and whole performances in ge-
neral are much better |

Anp how comes it to pafs that
Horles of a more lengthened {hape,
have a fupcriority over Horfez of a
thorter make, upon level and flat
courfes ? Is this effeéted by the differ-
ence of their mechanical powers, or
is it affected by the blood ? ify by the
latter, then this blood is not general,

but



but partial only, which no reafoning
man will be ablurd enough to allow.
But I much fear our diftinédons of
eood and bad Blood are determined
with much partiaitty ; for every jockey
faas his particular faveurite blood, of
which he judges from events, fuccefs,
or prejudice: elle, how comes it 1o
pafs, that we fee the difierent opini-
ons and fafhions of blood wvaryimg
daily ! nay, wefee the very fame blood
undergoing the very fame fate;  this
year rejected, the mext in the higheft
efteem 5 or this year in high repute,
the next held arnething,  How ma-
ny ('i1-’lr'_+§{-:.‘*i s the blocd of Childers
undergane | once the befl, then the
worlt, now roodacainl Where are

the defcendants of Tay Belton, that

once were the terror of their antaon-
nifls !
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nifts! Did thefe prevail by the fupe-
riority of their blood, or becaufe their
power and their fabric was fuperior
to the Horfes of their time 7 If any
one afk why Danby Cade was not as
good a racer as any in the kingdom,
the jockey could not impute this de-
feét to his blood ; butif it fhould be
imputed to his want of proportion,
furely it might be held for a true and
fatisfactory realon.  How many revo-
lutions of fame and credit, have all
fportimen obferved in thefe H16 H-

R E D famalies.

NuwperLess are the examples of
this kind which might be quoted, but
toaccount for this, one fays, The blood
. wore out for want of a proper crofs;
another tells us, That after having
been long in this climate, the blood
degenerates; but thefe realons cannot
be truc, becaufc, s we leo the oft-

D {pring




[ 18 ]
{pring of all croflcs, and of the molt
antient [anilies, occafionally trium-
phant over the fons of the very lateft
comers, the error then will not be
found in the blood, or in the proper
crofling ; but the defeét will be pro-
duced by the erroneous judgment of
mankind, in putting together the
male and female with improper fhapes;
and while we are loft and bluded by
an imaginary good, the laws of na-
ture ftand revealed 3 and we by pay-
ing a proper attention thereto, and
employing our judgment therein,
might wipe this ignis fatuus from the
mind, and fix the truth on a fure
foundation.  Qur oblervation fhews
us, that on the one hand, we may
breed Horles of foreign extraction too
delicate, and too ilight for any la-
bour; and on the other hand, fo
coarle and clumfey, as to be fitter
for the cart than the race.  Shall we

r
TV
t!l."'\.ﬁ



[ 9]

then wonder thefe cannet tace, or
{hall we doubt that dﬁgrét"sh!" v-i,mPef.
{e@tion in the mechanifm, will pro-
‘duce degrees of imperfetion in race-
ing ! and when we find fuch deficient,
{hall we ridicaloufly impute it to a
| degenerdcy of that blood, which once
was in the highéft efteem, or to the
want “of judgment 'in him who did
not properly adapt the (hapes of their
progenitors !

Sy a1 we confels this, or fi“iﬁ;:
fault in nature? For though  moft
‘philofophers agree, that innate prin-
tffﬂca:dn not exift, yet we know for
_; certain, that in the brite  creation,
| whofe food is plain and fimple, (un=

like huxurious man) the laws of ma-

ture are, generally fpeaking, invari-

: able and determined. I it fhould

4« ' be afked why the fons of the Godal-
phin Arabian were fuperior to moft
D2 Hortfes
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Horfes of their ume; I anfwer, be-
caufe he had a great power and fyme-
try of parts, (head excepted) and a
propriety of length greatly fuperior
to all other Horfes of the fame dia-
meter, that have been Iately dcen in
t'is kingdom; which I do not affert
on my own judgment, but on the o-
pinion of thole whe, 1 believe, un-
derftand Horles much better than 1
pretend to do: and tis very probable,
this Harfe, if he had not been con-
fined to particular Mares, might have
begot better racers than any he did.
On the contrary, I have heard it
urged in behalf of his blood, that he
was a very mean Horfe in figure, and
that he was kept as a teizer fome
years before he covered.  What does
this preve? I think nothing more,
than that his firft owner did not right-
ly underftand this kind of Horle, and

that
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that different men differed in their o-
pinions of tlus Horle's tabric.

I ¢ any man who doubts this excel-
lence to be in the blood, fhould afk
how it camesto pafs that we often fee
two full brothers, one of which 15 a
good racer, the other indifferent, or
perhaps bad, I know of but two an-
fwers that can be given ; we muft ei-
ther allow this excellence of the blood
to be partial, or elle we muil fay,
that by putting together a Horfe and
a Mare, different in their {hapes, a
feetus may be produced of a happy
form at one time, and at another the
feetus partaking more or lefs of the
{hape of either, may not be {o happi-
ly formed. Which fhall we do ? fhall
we impute this difference of goodnefs
in the two brothers, to the difference
of their mechanidm ? or fhall we fay
this periciion of the bicod 1s nartial?

if
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If the latter, then we muft own that
hlood is not to be relied on, but that
the fyftem of it, and whatever 1
built on that foundation, is precario:
and uncertain, and therefore falls to
the ground of its awn accord. Whilit
this continues to be the rule of breed-
ing, [ mean of putting male and fe-
male together, with no confideration
but that of blood and a proper crois,
it is no wonder fo few good racers arc
produced, no wonder mankind are
difappointed in their pleatures and ex-
pectations ; for this prejudice does not
only extend to blood, but even to the
very names of the breeders, and the
country where the Horles are bred,
thouch it is beyond all doubt, that
the North claims the preference of all
other places in this kingdom; but
that preference is allowed only {rom
the muluplicity or Mares sna Stal-

' 1
'Y b
11'\..!'. .:



[ 23]
lions in thofe parts, and from the
number of racers there bred.

I wourp not be thought in this
to prefer my own opinion of fhape
and make to the known goodnefs of
any Stallion, but would prefer the lat-
ter before the opinion of all mankind.
What then? It is not every Horle
that has been a good racer will ger
good colis; {fome have {uitered too
much in their conflitution by hard
and continual labour, whilft others
have fome natural infirmity that may
probably -be entaticd on their gene-
ration.

Bur the meoft matenal thing in
breeding all animals, and to which
we pay the leall regard, either in the

i " - . s
race of men or Horles, s the choice
of the female, whe uot only joins 1a

v
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the production of the feetus, but in
the formation of it alfo. And that
the female has even the greatelt fharc
in the production of the feetus, will
be proved by this inftance: if you
take a dunghill cock and puttoa game
hen, and alfo put a brother of that
game hen to a {ifter of the dunghili
cock, thofe chickens bred from the
game hen will be found much fupe-
rior to thofe chickens bred from the

dun ghﬂl hen.

A~ here I beg leave to beallowed
{without the imputation of pedantry)
one quotation from Virgil, who is
fuppofed to have well underftood the
laws of nature. 1In his defeription of
the chotce of animals for procreation,
in the third chapter of his Georgic’s,
and the 4gth verle, you will find it
thus written :

L E"E-H
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“ Seu quis Olympiace miratus premia palme,
 Pafcit Equos, fou quis lortes ad aratra Juvencos,
“ Corpora precipud matrum legar.”

Bur if I {hould not efcape the
cenfure of the critics on this occa-
fion, I expet the thanks of all the
handfome well-made women in the
kingdom, for this hint, who under-
ftand Latin; and where they do not,
I hope their paramours will initil the
meaning of it, as deeply as they can
into them. But to return to the breed
of Horles.

W pay little regard to the mecha-
nifm of the female, or of the Horle to
which we put her, but gencrally
cheofe fome particular Horle for the
{uke of the crofs, or becaufe he 1 call-
ed an Arabian; whoreas, in nét, eve-
ry Stallion will not be fuiced to every

B Mare,
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Mare, but he who has a fine female,
and fudgment enough to adapt her
fhapes with prepriety to a fine male,
will always breed the beft racer, let
the fort of blood be what it will, al-
ways {uppofing it to be totally fo-
reign.  The truth of this will be con-
firmed by ouroblervation, which thews
us, that Horfes do race, and do not
race, of all families and all crofics.

We find alflo, thataffinity of blood
in the brute creation, if not continued
too long in the fame channel, is no
impediment to the perfection of the
animal, for experience teaches us, it
will hold good many years in the
breed of game cocks, DBefides, we
know that Childers, which was per-
haps the beft racer ever bred in this
kingdom, had in his veins a confan-
cuinity of blood ; his pedigree in-

furming
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forming us, that his great grandam
was got by Spanker, the dam of which
Mare was alfo the dam of the faid
Spanker.

Ir we inquire a little farther into
the different fpecies of the creation,
we fhall find this principle concern-
ing perfe@ion of fhape ftill more ve-
rified.  Amonglt game cocks we fhall
find, that wherefoever power and
propriety of fhape prevails moft, that
fide (condition alike) will generally
prevail,  We {hall find alfo, that one
cock perfedtly made, will beat two or
three of his own brothers imperfeétly
made. If any man fhould boaft of
the blood of his cocks, and fay that
the uncommon virtue of this ani-
mal, which we call game, is innate, 1
anfwer no, for that cll principles, and
all ideas arife from fenfation and re-
flection, and are therefore acquired.

E 2 Wk
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We perceive this {pirit of fighting
in pame chicken, which they exert
occafionally from their infaney ; even
{o it is amongft dunghill chickens,
though not carried to that degree of
per{everance,

Waen arrived at maturity, we
{ee thefe different birds will {ill
continue to fight if they meet; if
I fhould be afked why the perfe-
verance of fighting in one does not
continug to death, as in the other, I
anfwer, that from a different texture
of the orpans of the body, different
lenfations will arife, and confequent-
ly different cffedts be produced ; and
this will be proved by inflances
lrom the beft of thole very cocks
which are called game, who (it is
well known) when they {uffer a va-

riation
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riation in their texture, or as cockers
term it, become rotten, run away
themfelves, and ther defeendanes al-
{o; which fenfation of fear could not
be produced by any alteration inthe
body, if this principle of game was
mnate.

AMoNGs T men, do we not per-
ceive agility and ﬁrungth {tand forth
confefied in the fabric of their bo-
dies 7 Do not even the paflions and
pleafures of mankind greatly depend
on the organs of their bodies? A-
mongft dogs, we fhall find the fox-
hound prevailing over all others mn
{peed and in bottom; but if not
in {peed, in bottom at lealt 1 hope
it will be allowed. To what fhall
we impute this perfeciion in him ?
fhall we impute it to his blood, or
to that elegance of form in which

15
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s found no unneceffary weight to
opprefs the mufcles, or detra@ from
his ability of perfeverance ? if to
blood, from whence fhall we de-
duce it? or from what origin Is it
derived ? Surely no man means morc,
when he talks of the blood of fox-
hounds, than to intimate that they
are defeended from fuch, whofe an-
ceftors have been eminent for their
good qualifications, and have {hone
confpicuous in the front of the pack
for many generations.

Bur allowing this fyftem of blaod
to cxift in hounds and Horfes, let us
confider how inconfiflently and dif-
ferently we a@ with ref] pect to each ;
with relpe@t to hounds, if when ar-
rived at maturity, we think them
il {haped and ioofely made, we at
once dilpofe of them withour any

trial,
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trial, well knowing they will not
anfwer our expeciations: whereas,
in Horfes, let the fhape be what
it will, we are perfuaded to trainm,
becaufec the jockey fays they are
very H1GH-sRED. If we now com-
pare the blood of Horlts with that
of dogs, fhall not we find the caleto
be fimilar ? will not the origin be as
ancertain in Horfes as in dogs? Tt is
true, in fome foreign countries they
have long pedigrees of their Horfs
as well as we, but what proofs have
they themlclves of this excellence
of the blood in ene Horfe more than
another of the fame country ¢ I never
heard they made any trial of their
Horfes in the racing way, but 1f
they did, their decifion would be
as yncertain as ours with refpedt
to the blood, becanfe their deci-
fion muft be determined by cvents

alone,
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alone, and therefore, by no means
a proper foundation whercon to
build a {yftem, or eftablith a fact,
which can be accounted for by
caufes.

Tue jockeys have an exprefiion
which, if this {yltem be true, 1s
the moft fenfelefs imaginable: 1
have heard it often faid, Such a
Horfe has fpeed enough if his heart
do but lie in the right place. In
anfwer to  this, let us confider a
Horfe as a piece of animated ma-
chinery (for it is in reality no
other); let us fet this piece of ma-
chinery going, and ftrain the works
of ity if the works are are not a-
nalogous to each other, will not
the weakeft give way? and when
that happens, will not the whole
be out of tune ? But if we fuppofe

b
e
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a pic::e of machintr}r, whofe woarks
bear a true proportion and analogy
to each other, thefe will bear a oreat-
er ftrefs, will aét with greater force,
Imore r::gu].ﬂrit}-’ i-l'.ﬂd Cﬂ‘ntiHUﬂﬂE'ﬂ ﬂf
time, If it be objected, that foreign
Horfes feldom race themfelves, and
therefore it muft be in the blood,
I think nothing more eafily anfwered;
for we {eldom fee any of thefe Horles
fent us from abroad, efpecially from
Arabia, but what are more or lefs
dilproportioned, craoked, and de-
formed in fome part or other; and
when we fee this deformity of thape,
can we any longer wender at their
inability of racing : add to this, ma-
ny of them are perhaps full-aged
before they arrive in this kingdom ;
whercas, it is generally underftend,
that a proper training from his youth
is neceffary to form a good racer.

i Ber
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Bur be tins as it willy let us con-
fider how 1t happens, that thefe awl-
ward, crols-thaped, difproportioned
Iorfes, {feemingly contrary to the laws
of nature, beget Herles of much finer
{hapes than themfeives, as we datly fee
produced in this Kingdom.  And here
Iacknowledge myfelf to have been
long at a lofs how to account for this

feeming difhiculty.

T T

I wavEe been often converfant with
traviiers, concerning the nature and
breed of thele Horfes; few of whom
could give any account of the matter,
irom having had no wifle thacin, or
ey Aadieh ot thear o _]_ [ .
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length, I became acquaineed with a
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centleman of uadoubted  ver City 3
wiwiv word may be relicd ony, whole
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taite and judement in Horles 13 inie-
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Hr fays, that having {pent a con-
fiderabic part of his liie at Scanderoon
and Alleppo, he frequently made ex-
curfions amongft the Asabs; excite
by curlofity, as weli as to cratity his
pleafures,  (The Arabs, here meant,
arc {ubjects of the grand [Lirnior, and
receive o fHpend from that court, to
keep the wild Arabs in awe, who are
a fierce banditil, and live by plunder.)

Ie fauys allo, that thefe fupendiary
Arabs are a very worthy {et of people,
exactly refembling another worthy fet
of people we have in Engiand called
Lawyers; for that they rective fes
from both parties; and when they
can do it with impunity, occafionally

rob themivlves,  Thele Arvabs encamp
on the deferis together in large num-

" R TR
bers, znd with them moves ail wner
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houfhok ; that thefe people keep num-

bers of g;'.;:'h;;unds., for the {ake ot
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courfing the game and procuring their
fubfiftance : and that he has ofien
been with parties for the fake of
courfing amengft thofe people, and
continued with them occafionally for
a confiderable {pace of time. That
by them you are furnifhed with dogs
and horfes ; for the ufe of which you
give them a reward. He fays they
live all together ; men, horfes, dogs,
coits, women, and children. That
thefe colss, having no green herbage
to feed upon when taken from the
Mare, are brought up by hand, and
live as the children do; and that the
older Horfes have no other food, than
ftravw and choped barley, which thele
Arabs procure {rom the villages moft
adjacent to their encampments, The
coits, he fays, run about with their
dams on all expeditions, till weaned ;
for that it is the cullom of the Arabs

to
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to ride their mares, as thinking them
the fleeteft, and not their horfes ;
from whence we may infer, that the
mare colts are beft fed and taken care
of. That if you afk one of thefe
banditti to fell his mare, his anfwer
15, that on her fpeed depends his own
head. He fays alfo, the flone colts
are fo little regarded, that it is difh-
cult to find a Horle of any tolerable
fize and thape amongft them.

Ir thiz then is the cafe, {hall we
be any longer at a lofs to account for
the deformity of an animal, who,
from his infancy, is neglected, flarved,
and dried up, for want of juices? or
(hall we wonder that his offspring,
produced in a land of plenty, of
whom the greateft care is taken, who
is defended from the extremity of
heat and cold, whele food is never

Jimited,
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hmitted, and whofe vefitls are filled
with the juices of the fweeteft herb-
age, thall we wonder, I fay, that his
oftspring, fo brought up, fhould ac-
quite a more pericdt fhape and fize
than his progenitor? or if the Sire is
not able to race, fhall we wonder that
the Son, whofe {hape is more perfedt,
{hould excel his Stre in all perform-
ances ¢

BuT there is another reafon why
many of the very finelt of thefe fo-
reirn Horfes cannot race : our obferva-
tion of them will thew us, that though
their thoulders in general exceedingly
incline backwards, yet their fore-legs
ftand very much under them 5 but in
dificrent Horfes this pofition is more
or lcfs obfervable.  This, (when I
confidered the laws of naturc ap-
peared to me the greateft imperfee-

tion
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tion a Stallion could poflibly have :
but when this gentleman informed
me it was the cuftom of the Turks
always to keep ecach fore-leg of the
Horfe chained to the hinder one, of
cach fide, when not in a&ion, I no
longer confidered it as a natural, but
an acquired mperic@ion. Shall we
now wonder that fuch an one, though
ever fo well made in other refpeds,
cannot race in ipite of all his blood ?
But the cuftom of the Arabs in this
refpect, he fays, his memory does not
extend ta. I wcll remember this to
be the cale of the Godolphin  Ara-
bian when I faw him, who ftood
bent at knees, and with his fore-
legs trembling under him: fuch is
the cale of Molco's grey THerle in
fome degree.  In our country we
frequently fee Horfes fiand pawing
their Lteer undoer them with  their

fore-
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fore-fect ; our cuftom to prevent it
is to put hobbles on their fore-legs,
and this will produce the fame pofi-
tion in a greater or lefs degree,
though net {o confpicuous as in fome
of thofe foreign Horfes, who have
been habituated from their youth to
this confined method of ftanding.
His royal highnefs the duke of Cum-
berland has a very remarkable in-
flance of this, in a Horfe called
Muley Ithmacl, which is otherwile,
the moit elegant Horfe T ever yet
beheld,  Whether this pofition is na-
tural or acquired, will be beft de-
termined by his produce.  Suppofe
now this Horfe fhould be tried,
and found no racer, f{hall he he
condemned as a Stallion, and the
fault imputed to his bicod; or on
the other hand, it his colts are
firait upon their legs, and found to

be



i

[ 41 ]

be good racers, thall the perfection
of fuch colt be imputed to the blood
of the father, when we can account
for fpeed 1 the one, and the want
of it in the other, from the different
attitude of each Horfe ? We are
further acquainted, that the Horfes
we call Turks, are in [Cﬂﬂt}f Arabs;
that the true Turkith Horle, is a
large, heavy, majeftic animal, of no
{peed, defigned to ride on for fate
and grandeur ; that it is the cuf-
tom of the bathaws in Arabia oc-
cafionally to choole, from their pro-
vinces, fuch colts as they like, and
lend them to the grand feignior's
{tables, which they do at their own
price, and which the Arabs, who
breed them, look upon as a very
great hardfhip., Thefe colts are a-
gain picked and culled, after hav-
ing  been {ome time in the grand

G feignior’s
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{eignior’s ftables, and the refule dil-
pofed of at his pleafure, fo that the
fine Horfes found in the pofleilion
of the Turks, arc either {ome of
thefe which are caft from the grand
feignior’s flables, or which the Turks
buy from the Arabs whilft they are
voung. And he farther acquaints us
with the reafon why the Turks choofe
thefe Arabian Horles when young,
becaufe, if continued long in the
hands of the Arabs, they are {mall,
flunted, and deformed in fhape ;
whereas, when brought into Turkey,
a land of greater plenty than the de-
ferts of Arabia, they acquire a greater
pericétion both of fize and  fhape.
Now, whether thefe Turks and A-
rabs are of the fame or different ex-
traction, may perhaps be very little
to our purpofe; but it is abfurd to
fuppole that providence has beftow-

ed
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¢d a virtue on a part only of this
{pecies produced in any one country,
(which fpecies was um:]uuhted]}r de-
figned for the ufe of man} and that
mankind thould not be able, in any
age, to determine with precifion this
virtue, or fix any criterion, whereby
to judge with any certainty,

SeeinG then, this is the cale,
how fhall we account for the va-
rious perfection and imperfecion in
the breed of thefe foreign Horfes ;
for we perceive it not determined
to thofc of Turkey, Barbary, or A-
rabia, but from each of thele coun-
trics, {ome good, {fome bad Stallions
are fent us 7 What fhall we do?
Shall we continue to impute it to the
good old phrafe of blocd, the parti-
cular virtue of which, no man ever

G 2 yet
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vet could alcertain, in any one par-
ticular inftance, fince Horles were firft
created 7 or fhall we fay that nature
has given thefe foreign Horfes a finer
texture, a finer attitude, and more
power than any other Horfes we
know of ; and that thefe very Horfl-
es, and their defeendants always did,
and always will furpals cach other
in {peed and bottom, according to
their different degrees of power, fthape,
elegance, and proportion 7 But there
15 alio a certain length determined to
fome particular parts of this animal,
ablolutely neceflary to veloeity, of
the particularity and propriety of
which length, all jockeys appear to
be mtrely ignorant, ifrom the la-
dtude of their exprefiion, which is
that a racer muft have length forme-
where,

I
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I#+ I might now be allowed to
give my opinion of this propriety
of length, I fhould fay it confift-
ed in the depth and declivity of the
fhoulders, and in the lf:ngth of the
quarters and thighs, and the infertion
of the mulcles thereof. The cffe& of
the different pofition or attitude of the
fhoulders in all Horfes, is very demon-
ftrable : it we confider the motion
of a thoulder, we fhall find it li-
mited to a certain degree by the
ligamentousand tendinous parts, which
confine it to its proper {phere of act-
ing; fo that il the fhoulder fland
upright, the Horle will not be able
to put his toes far betore him, but
will acquire only fuch a particular
degree of {pace at cach flep or move-
ment ; but if the fhoulders have a
declivity in them, he cannot only put
his toes farther before himn, but a

gri:ﬂt::r
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greater purchafe of ground will be
obtained at every ftroke,

Tue certainty of this effe& in
the declivity of the fhoulders will
be known by every man’s obferva-
tion; and it is alfo cahily demon-
ftrated by the principles of mecha-
nics, by which we learn, that if
a weight is applied to a pulley, in
order to fhut a door, and that
weight be allowed to fall jmme-
diately and perpendicularly from the
door, it will not pull it too with
that velocity as it will do if an angle
be acquired, and the weight pafs
over a wheel removed to g very
Little diftance from the door.

Niverrurress, there is no e~
neral rule without exception, {or
we now and then find 2 Horfe to be

%
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a good racer, who has not this de-
clivity in his {houlders, but from a
length in his thighs and quarters has
a fufficient fhare of fpeed. Add to
this, there is another advantage ob-
tained to the Horfe befides velocity
by this declivity of the {houlders, for
his weight 15 removed farther back,
and placed more in the center of his
body, by which an equilibrium is
acquired, and every mulcle bears a
more equal fhare of weight and
action ; fo that the nearer the articu-
lation of the quarters approach to
the fuperior part of the {houlders,
fo much the fhorter will the back
be, and as much more expanded as
the cheft is, fo much ftronger will
the animal be, and will alfo have a
Jlarger {pace for the organs of refpi-
ration to exert themielves.

Bur
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But I would not be underflood to |
mean, that the fhortnefs of the back,
or capacity of the cheft, will confti-
tute a racer ; far from it : but that in
any given and proportioned length,
from the bofom of the Horfe to the
fctting on of the dock, the nearer the
fuperior points of the fhoulders ap-
proach to the quarters, fo much better
able will the carcafe be to fuftain and
bring through the weight; and as
much as the thoulders themfzlves pre-
varl in depth, and the quarters and
thighs in length, fo much greater will
be the velacity of the Horfe, becaufe
a greater purchafe of ground is hereby
obtained at cvary ftroke,

It is by this propriety of length,

] i

El'cugm or carcale, and the power of
the mufcles, that foreign Horfes excel
11 q

Al otiers, and it is by the fame advan-
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tages they excel each other alfo, and
not by any innate virtue, or principle
of the mind, which mult be under-
ftood by the word blood, if any thing
at all is intended to be underftood by
it; and this is a truth every man
would be convinced of, if he would
diveft himfelf of partiality to particu-
lar blood, and confide in his own ob-
{fervation of Horles and their perform-
ANCCS,

Sepeury was an inftance of this
great power, in whom we find all the
mufcles rifing very luxuriant, and with
a remarkable prominence. 'The fa-
mous Childers was a like inftance of
it.  Thefe two Horfes were remark-
ably good, but we have been abfurd
enough 10 condemn the blood of both
at various times; in one, becaule he
had bad feer, and entailed that de-

B fect
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fect on the generality of his offspring; |
in the other, becaufe moft people who |
bred from that lineage, were running |
mad after a proper crofs, when they
fhould have been employed in think-
ing anly of propriety of {hape.

I am very far from defiring to be
thought a fuperior Judge of this ani-
mal, but I will be bold to fay, that
according to thefe principles of length
and power, there never was a1 Horfe
(at fealt that T have feen) fo well en-
titled to get racers as the Godolphin
Arabian ; for whoever has feen this
Horfe, mult remember that his fhoul-
ders were deeper, and lay farther into
his back, than any Horfe's ever yet
fren; behind the (houlders, there was
but a very fmall {pace 5 before, the
mufcles of his loins rofe excelirvely
bigh, broad, and expanded, which

WOCTL
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were inierted into his quarters with
greater firength and power than in
any Horle T belicve ever yet feen of
Liis dimenlions. If we now confider
the plainnefs of his head and ears, the
pofition of his fore-legs, and his ftine-
cd growth, occafioned by the want
of food in the country where he was
bred, it is not to be wondered at, that
the excellence of this Horle's {hape,
which we fee only in miniature, and
therefore imperfectly, was not fo ma-
nifcit and apparent to the perception
ol fome men as of others.

It has been faid, that the fons
of the Godolphin Arabian had better
wind than other Horfes, and that
this perfection of the wind was
in the blood. DBut wihen we con-
fider any borle thus mechanically
made, whofe lcavers acquire more

H 2 purchalfe,

e ———————

"
R T—
S _J -



[ 52 ]
purchafe, and whofe powers are
ftronger than his adverfarics, fuch
a Horfe will be enabled by this
fuperiority of mechanifm, to ad
with greater facility, and therefore
it is no wonder that the orgams
of refpiration  (if not confined o
ftraitened  more than his adverfa-
ries) fhould be lefs fatigued.  Sup-
pole now, we take ten mares of the
fame, or different blood, all which
15 held  equally pood, when the
Mares are covered, and have been
cfieemed {o Jong before, and put
to this Godolphin Arabian, let us
fuppofe fome of the colts to be
good  racers, and  others very in-
terior to them; fhall we condemn
the blood of thefe mares which
produced the inferior Horfes? If fo,
we fhall never know what zood
blood is, er where it is to be found,

or
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or ever act with any certainty in
the propagation of this {pecies, and
it is this ridiculous opinion alone of
blood, that deceives mankind {o
much in the breed of racers. If
we afk the jDCkEJr the caufe of this
difference in the performance of thefe
brothers, he (willing to account
fome how for it) readily anfwers,
I that the blood did not nick ; but
| will a wife and reafoning man,
who ferioufly endeavours to account
for this difference, be content with
fuch a vague, unmeaning anfwer,
when, by applying his attention to
matters of fa¢t, and his obfervation
! to the different mechanifin of thefe
brothers, the difference of their per-
formance is not only rationally, but
demonftratively accounted for?

Bur
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Bur if this cxcellence of the
racer {hould really be in the blood,
or what is called the proper nick-
ing of it, I muft fay, it is a mat-
ter of great wonder to me, that
the blood of the Godolphin Ara-
bizn, who was a confined Stallion,
and had but few Mares, fhould
nick {o well as to produce fo many
excellent racers; and that the blood
of his fon Cade, who has had fuch
a number of Mares, and thofe, per-
haps, the very befl in the Kingdom,
theuld not nick any better than it
feems to have done; for I do not
conceive the performances of the
{fons of Cade to have been equal
m any refpect to the fons of the
Godolphin Arabian ; though I do net
pretend to determine this myfelf, but
{hall leave it to the opinion of
mankind,

Tre
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T ue queftion then is, whether this
excellence of Horfes is in the blood or
the mechaniim ; whoever is for blood,
let him take two brothers of any fort
or kind, and breed one up in plenty,
: the other upon a barren heath; I
fancy he will find, that a different
mechaniim of the body will be ac-
quired to the two brothers by the dii-
ference of their living, and that the

blood of him brought up on the bar-
, ren heath, will not be able to contend
with the mechaniim of the other,
brought up in a land of plenty. Now
if thas difference of thape will make
a difference in the performance of the
animal, it will be juft the fame thing
in its confequences, whether this 1m-
perfoétion of fhape be produced by

fcarcity of food, or entaled by the

laws o1
FE r_
whether the colt be gor by Tk,
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Barb, or Arab, or what kind of blood
his dam be of ? or where (hall we find
one certain proof of the eflicacy of
blood in any Horfe produced in any
age or any country, indcpendent of
the laws of mechanics ?

Ir it fthould be urged, that thelc
forcign Horles get better colts- than
their defcendants, that therefore the
blood of foreign ones is beft, T an-
fwer, no; for that according to the
number of foreign Stallions we have
had in this kingdom, there have been
more reputed and really bad than
good oncs, which would not happen
in the cafe of Horles, who come from
the fame country, and arcof the fame
extraction, if this goodnels was mn the
blood only. But the truc reafon why
furﬁign Hories et better colts than
their defcendants, if they do get bet-

ter,
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ter, is that {mechanifm alike) their
defcendants from which we breed,
are generally fuch Horfes as have been
thoroughly tried, confequently much
ftrained, and gone through ftrong la-
bour and fatipue ; whereas the fo-
reign Horfe has perhaps feldom or
ever known what labour Was ;3 for
we find the Turk a fober grave per-
{on, always riding a foot pace, except
on emergencics, and the Arab prefer-
ing his Mare to his Horfe for ufe and
fervice.  As a proof of this truth, let
us take two filter hound bitches, and
ward them both with the fame dog ;
let us fuppole one bitch to have run in
the pack, and the other by fome ac-
cident not to have worked at all, 1t
will be found that the offspring of
her who has never worked, will be
much fuperior to the offspring of her

who has run 1n the p;*_c:k.
I ALL
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Ave I have now to alk of my
brother jockeys is, that for the fu-
ture, when {peaking of thefe Horles,
they will, inftead of the phrafe
H1GH-BRED, fay only well-bred, and
that they will not even then be un-
derftood to mean any thing more
by it, than that they are defcend-
ed from a race of Horles, whole
actions have eftablifhed their good-
nefs: and  that T may have leave
to prefer my opinion of the me- .
chanical powers of a Horle, to all
their opinions concerning  blood,
which is in reality no more than
a vain chimera. If thefe things
are fo, have not we and our fore-
fathers been hoodwinked all our
days by the prevalence of a ridi-
culous cuftom, and mitaken y{-
tem, when by confultiing our own
reafon and underflanding, this mift

of
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of error had fled before it? 1
this mechanical power was con-
ﬁdﬁrEd as it nghl' o IZJE,, 1t would
excite a F-I'U-IJ'EI‘ Emﬂlﬂtiﬁn amnngﬂ:
all breeders: and when the excel-
lence in the breed of Horfes was
found to be the effeé of judgment,
and not of chance, there would be
more merit as well as more plea-
{ure in having bred a fuperior Horfe.
Add to this, mankind by applying
their artention to this mechaniim
of animals, would improve their
judgment in the laws of nature,
and it would not only produce a
much better breed of racers than
any we have yet feen, but the good
of it would extend to all forts of
Horfes throughout the kingdom of
what kind foever. It is a cruel
thing to fay, but yet a very true
one, that amongft the prefent breed

I 2 of
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of Horfes in this nation, a man of *
any tolerable judgment can hardly find
one inhifty fit for his purpole, whe-
ther defigned to draw or ride ; where-
as if the purchafers would endeavour
to make themfelves malfters of this
mechanifm, the breeders of every
kind of Horfes muft confult it alio,
or keep their ufelefs ones in their own
‘hands, which I conceive would be a
proper punithment for their igno-

rance.

Anp now the author appeals not
to the illiterate and unlearned (whole
obftinacy 1s too great to receive 1n-
ftruction, and whofe prejudices are
too ftrong to be obliterated by any
reafons) but to the candid and im-
partial inquiry of reafoning and un-
prejudiced men into thefe principles,
and hopes this may be a means of ex-
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citing fome more able pen, to vindi-
cate a truth {fo many ages buried in
darknefs. If aught conducive to the
pleafure or ufe of mankind fhall ac-
cruc from thefe hints, he will think
himfelf happy ; on the other hand, if
the principles here advanced thould
prove CITONCOuS, and any man be
kind enough to point out the fallacy
of them, he will Lifs the rod with
chearfulnefs and fubmiffion,
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A
SYSTEM of FARRIERY,

(Not @ compiete oney wihich mef? pesple pubisfh, whe write
spon the Sulyes? )

Burt a recital of fuch Fafts as have occurred to the
Author’s knowledge on his own Experience ;
wherein it will be thewn, that many both Dif-
eafes and Lamenefles, imputed to this Animal,
are imaginary ; {o that by diftinguithing real
from imaginary diforders, we fhall be able to
find a certain Cure for many Diforders at pre-
fent held incurable; that almolt all Lamenels is
in the fout; together with a certain and ealy
method of curing all fuch Lamenels, excepr in
fome particular cafes, where the reafon will be
given why fome are incurable ; wich Diredtions
how wo manage Colts ar grafs, from thear
youth upwards, to prevent their turning out
their toes 5 together with a proper method of
Shoeing (nzt @ General ene,) becaufe from the
different texture of Horfes feet, no general and
univerfal method can take place; but whelo-
ever will apply his attention to the different na-
ture of feet, and follow alfo the dictates of Na-
ture, will always be the beft fhoer, ?-'1‘1£Lher he
ferved his apprenticethip to John i Noakes or
the Seiur La Foffe, The abufe of firing Horfes
c:;;:ﬁqlcrﬂ[, and a moft Pl‘ﬂ'bﬂblﬂ method will
be fhiewn (wich all deference to the Legiflature
and the Coliege of Phylicians) of curing the
Dj.ﬂ:fmljgr amDnEE the -I:I'I:'].'I.L'.d L‘:—J.LE!C.
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