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STATE COLLEGE ALFALFA DAY OF GREAT VALUE TO FARMERS 
STATE'S ALFALFA 

TONNAGE LIKELY TO 
SET NEW RECORD 

Rather Inspects Fields 
Alfalfa Sections Of 

Michigan 

In 

REPORTS HIS FINDINGS 

Fields Properly Prepared Had 
Little Winter Kill; How 

They Do It 

UTAH ALFALFA SEED 

By H. C. RATHER 
Radio Address Over WKAR, June fl 

Michigan's total alfalfa tonnage, 
the harvest of which will begin with­
in the next two weeks, will be as 
great or greater than at any time in 
the history of the state. I have spent 
two weeks going over alfalfa fields in 
south eastern, central and northern 
Michigan and for these localities I 
can see nothing to the cry of protein 
shortage which is coming from some 
quarters. 

It is true that the winter, or, to be 
more exact, the spring, through 
which we have just passed, has kill­
ed out more alfalfa, more winter 
wheat, more red clover and other falf 
sown crops than usual. Most fields 
of alfalfa have at least a spot or two 
which has been thinned out by the 
severe March freezing after growth 
had almost started. It is also true 
that the acreage of alfalfa to be cut 
for hay will not be as large as it 
would have been with only a normal 
spring. Despite these facts, how­
ever, recent rains have so improved 
the alfalfa remaining that its yield, 
on the average, with an imperfect 
stand, will be far in excess of perfect 
stands of clover, mixed hay or tim­
othy. 

Where every factor necessary to 
the maximum success with alfalfa 
growing has been cared for, there 
usually has been no serious winter 
killing in either new or old seedings. 

Last year, L. II. Couklin of Ches-
aning seeded a five acre field of 
Hardigan on low ground partially 
tiled. Where the ground is well 
tiled, Mr. Conklin's stand is fine. 
Where the water wasn't taken away 
fast enough, the stand is a little thin. 

Arthuir Bender, on that low, flat 
ground east of Saginaw, has five and 
one-half acres of Hardigan seeded last 
year in barley^ at five pounds to the 
acre whiqh is as near perfect as I've 
ever seen. His land is tiled about 
every hundred feet and there has 
been no winter killing. George 
Beyer, with an old stand of Grimm 
under similar conditions also has an 
excellent field. 

Up in Antrim County, Mrs. C. S. 
Dearborn *of Bellalre has twelve 
acres of old Hardigan and ten acres 
of new that is a picture of thrift and 
vigor. Her neighbors, Fred Cran-
dall, Burdette Crandall and Roland 
Lessard, all have-fine fields. 

Among tfcfcntnost remarkable in­
stances of alfalfa under adversity 
are the Grimm fields of Lisle Berry 
at Conway/ ^Mr. Berry farms Sand 
hills; they "are'steep and the soil is 
almost blow sand in places. How­
ever, because Mr. Berry fertilizes, 
because he keeps those sand hills 
sweet and because he fits a real seed 
bed for his crop and uses Grimm 
seed, he has made those sand hills 
return an income any farmer might 
envy. Last year, eight acres of these 
hills yielded six bushels of seed to 
the acre, and for three years none 
of these fieldB have yielded less than 
three bushels of fine seed. 

I've seen fields in which the win­
ter killing has been serious, but in 
some 25 fields Which I thoroughly 
looked over, scattered all over the 
area I travelled, only two of the 
fields were failures. One was a low, 
wet field matted with quack grass, 
the other was a sand hill needing at 
least three tons of lime per acre. The 
point is, when alfalfa has a chance 
It will survive even so adverse a sea­
son as we have just passed through. 
Hundreds of fields along the road­
side promised very satisfactory re­
sults. 

If the soil is sour, the alfalfa may 
start but it is bound to be weak and 
much more easily killed. The same 
is true of alfalfa which is under­
nourished, and, of course, poor drain­
age gets any crop. Where these fac­
tors have been rightly handled and 
good alfalfa seed used, the crop has 
come along fine. 

Just how much difference seed 
makes is demonstrated in the alfalfa 
plots here at the College. Never has 
the difference between Grimm and 
Hardigan on the one hand and com­
mon alfalfa on the other been so ap­
parent as it is on the variety plots 
here right now. 

Michigan Farm Bureau men personally inspecting the source of 
their Grimm and Utah common alfalfa seeds. Photo taken on an 
alfalfa seed farm in one of the great Utah seed producing dis­
tricts. Sec'y C. L. Brody of the Michigan State Farm Bureau at 
the left. 

PROF. COX ADVISES 
TO MAKE CERTAIN 

OF SEED ORIGIN 
Expects Heavy Alfalfa. Yield; 

Repair Winter Damage 
With Hardy Type 

In spite of severe winter condi­
tions for alfalfa fields, particularly 
in the southern third of the lower 
peninsula, Michigan should cut more 
alfalfa hay in 1928 than ever before 
Prof. J. F. Cox told the Alfalfa day 
visitors at the college in opening 
the program. Mr. Cox said that win­
ter damage to alfalfa was worst 
where the less hardy varieties had 
been planted. 

"The remedy", said Prof. Cox, 
"in the words of 'Alfalfa Bill' Nel­
son of Paw Paw, with 23 years' ex­
perience, is to get back to our nor­
mal, good acreage with summer 
seeding of hardy varieties. Within 
the last few years our increasing 
knowledge of how to grow alfalfa 
and the sources of hardy, depend­
able seed has made alfalfa a depend­
able crop." 

Prof. Cox also took occasion to 
compliment the foresight of the 
Michigan State Farm Bureau, which 
in the post war depression period of 
1920 and 1921 caught the College's 
vision of alfalfa as a dependable 
source of low priced protein for 
feeders and dedicated itself as a 
source of northern grown, Michigan 
adapted seeds of the varieties proved 
by the College test plots to be best 
for Michigan, which have turned out 
to be Michigan and northwestern 
grown Hardigan and Grimm, also 
Michigan and Utah and northwest­
ern grown common alfalfas. 

Prof. Cox warned his audience 
that a, dependable source of alfalfa 
seed is still all important to the 
Michigan grower. The Michigan 
seed origin law, enacted with the 
aid of the Farm Bureau, assures the 
grower that seeds handled by deal­
ers operating under the Michigan 
law will have its origin , correctly 
stated. The national seed staining 
law provides that 10 per cent of all 
foreign alfalfa and clover seeds not 
adapted to the northern United 
States shall be stained red; that one 
per cent of all other foreign alfalfa 
and clover (which is of doubtful 
value) is stained green, except seed 
grown in Canada, which is thorough­
ly adapted and one per cent of that 
is stained violet. 

There is no law on domestic seed 
origin that applies to seeds in in­
terstate commerce, so seeds bought 
outside the state may or may not 
be northern origin. Buy seed you 
know is safe and from a reliable 
dealer, no matter what it costs, Mr. 
Cox advised. 

BOYD TELLS HOW 
ALFALFA BUILT UP 

RUN DOWN FARM 
Wheat YielcTWas Down To 

Ten Bushels; Alfalfa Put 
It To Forty 

VASTLY CHANGED FARM 

PROF. J. F. COX 

Motor Registrations 
Five Per Cent Larger 

More than twenty-three million 
motor vehicles were registered in 
1927, according to information col­
lected from state registration au­
thorities by the bureau of public 
roads. 

The total registration of 23,127,31? 
vehicles was composed of 20,230,-
429 passenger vehicles and 2,896,886 
motor trucks and road tractors. 
This registration represents an in­
crease of 1,125,922 vehicles or five 
per cent more than in 1926. Using 
the population estimate for the mid­
dle of last year, there was one motor 
vehicle for every 5.13 persons. 

Hide your light under a bushel 
perhaps, but not your good will. 
People not going to hunt for it. 

Every Other Crop Responded 
To The Renewed » 

Fertility 

By A. T. BOYD, Homer, Michigan. 
Experience talk a t Alfalfa day pro­
gram, State College, .June 7th. 

When we moved to the farm on 
Cooks Prairie in Eckford township 
eight years ago we were under a 
heavy handicap. We found the farm 
had been badly misused, yielding only 
about ten bushels of wheat, thirty 
bushels of oats and corn nothing to 
brag about. Hardly pnough hay off 
40 acres to feed our horses and 
dairy cows through the season. We 
are not out of the woods yet, but we 
think we have found the right road 
and it is alfalfa. 

We have a neighbor who wa? 
having good luck with alfalfa. He 
was filling his own barns and rent­
ing the neighbors' barns and filling 
them. In fact, we rented him a mow 
that held about 35 tons. It was as 
much or more hay than we had all 
told, so we figured if lie could grow 
alfalfa we could, so we went after 
it. We spread 80 yards of marl on 
12 acres. There were about 18 
acres in the field. We seeded it in 
the spring with 1% bushel oats to 
the acre. We used Michigan grown 
common seed which we purchased 
from Michigan State Farm Bureau 
Seed Department, (and wish to state 
right here that we keep right on 
buying our seed through them). 

We harvested around 40 bushels 
of oats to the acre and a splendid 
stand of alfalfa on the 12 acres that 
was limed; on the other six acres 
not very much. The first year we 
took off 34 loads of fine hay and on 
the 20 acres of June and alsike right 
across the road we harvested 5 loads, 
a good share of which was weeds. 
It was so short we could not rake it. 
That field of 12 acres has produced 
good yields of alfalfa every year. 
We plowed it this spring and sowed 
it to Michigan black .barbless bar­
ley. It is 6 to 8 inches high now 
and going strong. We now have 11." 
acres of alfalfa growing. We fig­
ure it a great soil builder, not only 
where it is growing but tor all the 
restNof the farm. We feed all we 
can of it to our dairy herd and fron. 
one to two cars of steers a year. By 
using our straw and refuse fodder 

FARM CROPS DEP'T DISPLAYS MUCH 
_ INFORMATION ON GROWING, HANDLING 

OF CROP AS SUMMER SEEDING OPENS 

Professor Cox, head of the State 
College Farm Crops Dept. was in 
charge of the Alfalfa Day program 
at the college June 7. 

as bedding we return a lot of fer­
tilizer to the farm. 

We have increased our yields of 
wheat. In 1926 we harvested 241 
bushels of American Banner wheat 
off 6 acres; we used certified seed 
bought of Farley Brothers at Albion. 
Michigan. In 1927 we had a yield 
of 32 bushels per acre on 35 acres. 
We also had 20 acres that we haven't 
doctored much yet and they produc­
ed that same old yield of 10 bushels. 

We have a small acreage of the 
new wheat, No. 104, sent out by the 
Michigan Crop Improvement Associa­
tion on an alfalfa sod that in 1926 
produced 238 bushels of Rural Rus­
set potatoes to the acre; in 1927, 
104 bushels of Worthy Oats and it 
looks 40 bushels of wheat to the acre 
now. We have 40 acres of corn on 
clover sod that last year produced 
70 loads of hay. It is between two 
and three inches high now. Does it 
pay to grow alfalfa? I say it does 
and if any of the people who are 
members of Michigan Farm Bureau 
or of Michigan Crop Improvement 
Association or with the Michigan 
State College, wish to call at the 
Cookie farm in Eckford township, 
owned by A. T. Boyd & Son, I as­
sure you of a hearty greeting. 

WHO KNOWS? 
"Mother, where do cows get their 

milk from?" 
"Where do you get your tears?" 
A pause, then— 
"Mother, who spanks the cows?" 

—Brooklyn Life. 

Varieties Growing On Test Plots Convince All 
On Importance Of Adapted Seed; Farm 

Bureau News Presents Complete 
Story Of The Program 

Several hundred farmers attended Michigan State College's 
first Alfalfa Day which was held on the college variety test 
plots, on the college farm and at the Union Memorial building 
June 7. 

The purpose of the meeting was to acquaint those present 
with the latest information on the growing of alfalfa, in the 
face of the first serious winter killing of alfalfa in Michigan in 
years. Much alfalfa will be seeded this summer. 

The alfalfa variety test plots gave silent but conclusive 
evidence to the visitors how completely the origin of seed 
controls its adaptability to Michigan. 

Test Plots Tell The Story 
Prof. C. R. Megee of the Farm Crops Dep't explained the 

layout of the plots, showing check plots at regular intervals 
so that any differences in soil, drainage or other factors would 
be compared with the same variety under similar conditions. 
Michigan grown Hardigan was used in all the check plots. 
The superiority of Hardigan cannot be over emphasized. It 
stands out in uniformity, in thickness of stand and vigorous 
growth. 

In one series of plots varieties of various origins were tried 
out along side of each other. In all tests Hardigan, Grimm, 
Cossack and other hardy strains continue to come through the 
winter with vigorous stands, year after year. Some of the 
six year old stands are as thick and vigorous as they were the 
second year after they were planted. Common varieties of 
alfalfa from Utah, Idaho and Montana show practically the 
same hardiness under Michigan conditions. After the fourth 
or fifth year they begin to thin out. They do not yield as 
large a cutting as the Hardigan or Grimm in the first two or 
three years, when the common varieties are in their prime. 

Soft Climate Seeding* Fail ^ ^ ^ 
Sandwiched in with the above 

Grimm, Hardigan and northern do­
mestic grown common varieties 
were alfalfas originating in ' t h e 
southern part of the United States, 
Peru, Argentine and Turkestan. All 
of these soft climate seedings passed 
out of the picture early in the race. 
The plots where they once stood 
are now white with dandelion bloom. 
No one seeing these test plots would 
knowingly take such unadapted seed 
as a gift, yet the only sure way to 
avoid getting some is to know the 
source of seed as one handling north­
ern origin seed only. 

The test plots draw the following 
conclusion: That the best is Michi­
gan grown Hardigan; second choice 

is Grimm or Cossack when available; 
third Utah, Idaho or Montana com­
mon. Under no conditions should a 
Michigan farmer risk good money on 
unknown alfalfa seed. 

The Alfalfa day program was in 
charge of Prof. J. P. Cox of the Farm 
Crops Department and his assist­
ants. Several features of the pro­
gram were radio broadcast. Repre­
sentatives of the agricultural press 
were present and are presenting the 
information to the whole state. 
The Michigan Farm Bureau News is 
making this an alfalfa day edition 
and is presenting in brief the ad­
dresses made and other alfalfa In­
formation which it believes is very 
timely to its readers at this time. 

More Alfalfa For Michigan; H o w To Grow It 
State's 5 1 3 , 0 0 0 Acres 

Far From Our Needs 
But It Has Benefited Greatly Owners Of Those 

Acres; College Believes Alfalfa Might Well 
Replace 1 Yi Million Acres Of Ordinary 

Hay; Is Most Profitable Forage 

When you Join a co-operative, 
never forget that you belong to the 
co-operative—and never forget that 
the co-operative belongs to you. 

By H. C. RATHER 
Extension Specialist in Farm Crops, Michigan State College, 

in Extension Bulletin No. 33 (Revised) March, 1928, published 
herewith in full. 

Farmers in Michigan harvested 513,000 acres of alfalfa for 
hay during 1927. Compared with the alfalfa grown in Michigan 

.in 1919, this acreage' marks an increase of seven hundred per 
cent. According to the figures issued by Mr. V. H. Church, agri­
cultural statistician for Michigan, the alfalfa acreage of this state 
was-74,000 in 1919, 321,000 in 1924 and 497,000 in 1926. 

This remarkable increase has had a most stimulating effect on 
Michigan agriculture. The alfalfa farmer has become a better 
feeder of live stock. He is practicing a better crop rotation. He 
has cut down his acreage of unprofitable timothy and selected a 
crop which yields better, is more valuable in the feeding ration 
and pays better on the market. Alfalfa has made his whole farm 
business more profitable. It may conservatively be estimated that 
Michigan's present alfalfa acreage is adding $15,000,000 more to 
the income of the farmers who grow it than they would realize 
from the timothy or mixed hay crops which alfalfa is replacing. 

The goal of alfalfa acreage, however, has not been reached. 
Michigan will not have enough alfalfa until a sufficient amount is 
grown to furnish the needed hay for all of her live stock. With the 
location of Michigan favorable to a fuller development of live 
stock, dairy and diversified crop production, with the favorable 
influence alfalfa exerts on these lines of farming, with alfalfa's 
own marked advantages as a cash crop when a surplus exists and 
with the possibility of the development of a profitable alfalfa seed 
industry here, it would seem that ordinary hay and forage crops in 
Michigan might well be replaced with alfalfa to the extent of a 
million and one-half to two million acres. 

Why Grow Alfalfa? 
The average yield of alfalfa hay is fully one ton per acre more 

than that of any other hay crop. Yields of from four to six tons 
per acre of this splendid forage are frequently secured. 

The deep feeding roots of alfalfa enable it to draw plant food 
and moisture from depths of soil untouched by other crops. Itc 
drought resistance and summer hardihood, so noticeable during 
the prolonged drought of 1925, are due to this feature. 

Alfalfa is a legume. Bacteria working on its roots take free 
nitrogen from the air and convert it into nitrate available for 

plant food. It is the cheapest source of nitrogen, and this, along 
with the organic matter which alfalfa leaves in the soil, makes for 
a better and more economical production of the crops which fol­
low. 

Experimental evidence and field experience have shown alfalfa 
to be the most profitable legume in either a short or long crop 
rotation, alfalfa rotations bringing in from four to ten dollars per 
acre per year more than those based on other crops. 

Alfalfa is also the cheapest source of protein for live stock. 
When alfalfa 4s fed Instead of timothy in the dairy ration, only 
one-half as much of the expensive concentrates need be fed to 
maintain the same production. 

According to the experience of the Animal Husbandry Depart­
ment of the Michigan State College, alfalfa hay is the equal of 
clover hay of the same quality for steer or lamb feeding, with the 
advantage that it furnishes more protein and thus reduces the 
amount of protein supplement which must be supplied when feeding 
corn. 

A beautiful field of Grimm in bloom on the Lisle E. Berry farm 
In Cheboygan county. Mr. Berry produces considerable Michigan 
Grimm alfalfa seed. 

Alfalfa is decidedly more acceptable to swine than clover and 
can be used to supply the protein necessary to supplement corn, 
rye or barley for wintering brood sows, where mixed hay from 
timothy and other grasses is useless. Alfalfa pasture for swine 
is unexcelled, and, being drought resistant, it furnishes succulent 
feed throughout the summer. Alfalfa hay is excellent for horses, 
when properly fed. 

How To Grow Alfalfa 
A summary of Michigan farm experiences teaches us that al­

falfa will grow on a Wide range of soil types. Poorly drained lands 
should be tiled before being seeded to alfalfa. Until this can 
be done, sweet clover or alsike will thrive better on the wetter 
lands. However, whea unusually hardy seed is being used alfalfa 
is being grown successfully on lands formerly considered too low. 

A firm, well packed seed bed, such as may best be secured 
with a cultipacker, is essential to getting a successful stand. The 

seed should be planted at a depth of from one-half to three-quart*?* . 
of an inch. When planted at a depth of oue to two inches, ut 
more, unsatisfactory stands result. 

Spring seedings made with wheat or rye, provided the seed 
is coyered, or with light seedings of oats or barley, are desirable 
on land of good fertility, favorable to alfalfa growing. 

Summer seedings with alfalfa alone on a thoroughly cleaned 
seed bed are most satisfactory where the soil is light or droughty, 
or where conditions are less favorable. 

Seedings later than August 20th are not dependable, because 
the alfalfa may not get sufficient growth to withstand the winter. 

Lime Essential; How To Test l o u r Field 
Lime is essential to alfalfa success. The Soils Department of 

the Michigan State College furnishes Soiltex at twenty-five cents 
a tube, and with this new method of soil testing any grower may 
quickly learn the lime requirements of his fields. Samples should 
be tested in various parts of the field, both surface and sub-soil. 
Sour fields or portions of fields, which are deficient in lime, need 
on the average an application of two tons of finely ground lime­
stone per acre, or its equivalent in some other form of lime. 

The following applications are equivalent to two tons of finely 
l ground limestone: 

Three tons of the less finely ground limestone material. j 
Three to five wagon loads of marl. 
Four to seven wagon loads of refuse lime from sugar factories!. 
One and one-half tons hydrated lime. 

Fertilizer Practice For Alfalfa 
Alfalfa responds profitably to applications of manure or com­

mercial fertilizer. One of the best ways of bringing an alfalfa 
stand through the winter and starting; it out vigorously in the 
spring is to top dress the stand in late fall with well rotted manure. 
Manure should also be applied where an attempt is being made to 
grow alfalfa on very light or rundown land. 

Applications of phosphates and potash fertilizer also pay. On 
any soil, an application of two or three hundred pounds per acre of 
twenty per cent acid phosphate may well be used, while on the 
lighter soils potash should also be added. For such lands, two 
hundred pounds per acre of an 0-10-10 or an 0-12-6 fertilizer 
makes a splendid investment. 

Inoculation 
Inoculate alfalfa seed with fresh pure culture, thus insuring 

the presence of nitrogen-fixing bacteria. This is particularly de­
sirable in case the land to be seeded has grown neither alfalfa nor 
sweet clover before. Arrangements have been made by the De­
partment of Bacteriology of the Michigan State College, whereby 
the culture may be secured from Mr. S. F. Edwards, 729 West 
Ionia street, Lansing, Michigan, at fifty cents per bottle. Oae 
bottle is sufficient for a bushel of seed. Care should be used to 
keep the culture out of direct sunlight and to get the s* r^d 
immediately to avoid injury to the bacteria. 

Hardy, Adapted Seed Varietr 
Northern grown seed insures hardin- • <1 from warmer 

climates winter-kills readily and * • 
Grimm is an exceptionally hardy strain of alf< I to th§ 

north... It has variegated blossoms, a low-set sp a and a 
deep and somewhat branching root system. Its hardiness and yro~ 

(Continued on page two! 
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ENACTED APR. 26, 192* 

ENACTED JAN. 29, 1925 

567,350 ANNUALLY 
INCE 1924 

EFFECTIVE SEPT. 
1925 

10, 

EFFECTIVE OCT. 
1»2« 

20, 

LEGISLATION 

Passage of the Capper-French Truth- in-
Fabric bill; completion and operation of 
the I \ S. Muscle Shoals Nitrates plant 
and manufacture of fertilizer; opposition 
to any form of sales tax or of consump­
tion tax; retention of federal income tax ; 
Passage of Gooding-Ketcham Seed Stain­
ing bill. 

TAXATION 
Relief for sorely burdened farm property 
by enactment of: 

Ca) T w o cent gasoline tax for highway funds, 
fb) State Income Tax In place of State's gen ­

eral property levy. 
(c) Law forbidding any more tax exempt 

securities. 
(d) Equalization of assessment of farm and 

city property In accordance with sales 
values of same. 
(Farm Bureau Investigations brought 

equalization in Calhoun, Ingham, Wash­
tenaw, Monroe and Kalamazoo counties, 
saving farmer taxpayers $67,350 excess 
taxes annually.) 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
Immediate application of Michigan Zone 
Rate decision to save farmer shippers In 
e» counties $500,000 annually. 

M A R K E T I N G 
Extension of sound co-operative market­
ing program now well under way in Mich­
igan. 

A U T O M O B I L E I N S U R A N C E 
Adequate protection for farmers against 
loss by fire, theft, collision, property dam­
age and public liability furnished at rea­
sonable rates. 

STATE FARM BUREAU'S PUBLIC 
SERVICE PROGRAM 

More Alfalfa for Mich. 
And H o w to Grow It 

(Continued from p 
ductivity make for long-endur ing and profi table fields of alfalfa. 

Hard igan is a new win te r -ha rdy variety developed by tlie Michigan 
Sta te College to fur ther the development of a Michigan alfalfa seed 
indust ry . In type, it. is s imi la r to Grimm, and it r a n k s with Gr imm 
in the abundan t product ion of forage. It has proved to be the stat-
most dependable seed producer , and farmers who des i re to try alfalfa 
seed product ion will do well to sow Hard igan . Seed is now being 
produced under inspection by tlte. Michigan Crop Improvement As­
sociation. 

Next in desirabi l i ty to Grimm and Hardigan is the Ontario Var ie­
gated var ie ty . Ontar io Var iegated is quite Himilar in appearance and 
ha rd iness to Gr imm and has been successfully produced in t h e 
Province of Ontar io for m ed is usually modera te ly 
priced. N o r t h e r n grown common alfalfa is also giving good r.-units, 
but it is not as rel iable as the Gr imm or Hard igan variet ies . 

There ' s sat isfaction and pride in this sp lend id . field of Gr imm 
alfalfa in Cheboygan county. 

Considerable alfalfa different var iega ted variet ies , the 
pedigree of Which has not been main ta ined , is now being produced 
in Michigan. Much of th is t omes from old s t a n d s and in many 
instances the seed has a h is tory of years of successful product ion 
in Michigan. Such seed of good quali ty and pur i ty is especially 
desi rable for use on Michigan farms. ( In fo rmat ion on alfalfa seed 
product ion in .Michigan may be had from Michigan Sta te College 
Extension Bulletin No. 30 ( rev ised) which t a k e s up this phase of 
alfalfa growing.) 

Rel iab le Seed Sources I m p o r t a n t 
In any event, seed used in Michigan should be grown in the 

nor th or at high a l t i t udes . It should be pu rchased from sources of 
u tmost rel iabil i ty, where t h e origin and h i s to ry of each lot is 
known, t hus avoid ing t h e paymen t of unduly h igh prices for seed 
of inferior ha rd iness a W product iv i ty . 

Alfalfa is the cheapest source of protein for l ivestock. T h e high 
condit ion and a le r tness of alfalfa fed stock M|*very pronounced. 
Alfalfa pas tu re for hogs is unexcelled. 

E ight to twelve pounds per acre wi th Gr imm or Hardigan and 
twelve to fifteen pounds of o ther nor the rn grown seed should prove 
a sufficient r a t e of seeding. 

The spr ing tooth ha r row, used ear ly in t h e sp r ing or immediately 
af ter t h e first cu t t ing , will mater ia l ly r e t a rd .lune grass and re­
juvena t e old s t ands . 

Cur ing 
Alfalfa is ready to cut when the held is In one-tenth to t h r ee -

four ths bloom. This bloom period is ,frequem ly associated with 
the beginning of the new growth when shoots spr inging from the 
crown are an inch or two long. 

The best qual i ty of hay is obtained by r a k i n g alfalfa as soon af te r 
it has been cut as possible and air cur ing it in loose, fluffy win­
drows or cocks. (See Michigan S(ate College Extension Bul le t in 
So. 35 on Cur ing Alfa l fa ) . 

This bul le t in is also publ ished in this edit ion of t h e F a r m B u r e a u 
News. 

Ancients Knew Alfalfa 
As Excellent Forage 

The Spanish Explorer, Cortez, 

Brought It To New 

World 

Do You Know? 
The highest moun ta in peak in the 

Uni ted S ta te s is Mt. Whi tney, 14,501 
feet above sea level; t he lowest point 
of d ry land is in Death Valley, 276 
feet below sea level. Both of these 
a re in California and onlv S6 miles 
apa r t . 

Iu Dea th Valley a t e m p e r a t u r e of 
134 degrees in the s h a d e has been 
reached and for an en t i r e m o n t h a 
min imum of 90 deg rees would no t be 
unusua l . In the m o u n t a i n s a h u n -
d x M miles d i s tan t t h e win te r tem­

pe ra tu r e s may be as low as 40 de­
gress below zero. 

At Bagdad, in San Be rna rd ino 
County, California, t h e r e was one 
period of two y e a r s w h e n no measu r ­
able a m o u n t of r a in fell, while in an­
o the r p a r t of t he s a m e count ry a fall 
of 16.7 inches iu 24 h o u r s has been 
record 

P robab ly the a r e a of heaviest snow 
fall in t h e United S t a t e s is in t h e 
S ie r ras , nea r T r u c k e e , California, 
w h e r e t h e snow often lies to a depMi 
of from 30 to 40 feet. Even horses 
t rave l ing in th i s locali ty in win te r 
mus t be provided wi th suowshoes . 

The rap id increase of t he alfalfa 
acreage in Michigan leads m a n y of us 
to believe t h a t alfalfa as a forage 
p lan t is of recent or igin or develop­
ment . S tuden t s of anc ien t h is tory 
tell us t h a t such is not, t h e case. 
Alfalfa was known and recognized as 
excellent forage several thousand 
years before the bir th of Christ . 

If t ime and space pe rmi t t ed , the 
h is tory of alfalfa could he traced 
down t h r o u g h the ages and end with 
i ts recent popula r i ty he re in our own 
s t a t e . I t is enough to say tha t al­
falfa was known in those countr ies 
where horses and cat t le were first 
used. 

Alfalfa was first introduced into 
the Western Hemisphere by the Span­
ish explorer, Cortez. As missionaries 
moved north from Mexico they car­
ried the seed with them. W. B. 
Cameron, of Sacremento , California, 
planted a small field in 1811 and by 
1858 he had ,270 acres . The emi­
g ran t s , moving to Utah by way of 
California, carr ied th is seed to then-
new homes , where a g r e a t seed in­
dus t ry has developed. Here , then , 
We have the or ig in of the foundat ion 
stock of t he p r e sen t Utah Alfalfa 
Seed ,—a r a t h e r long ped ig ree , 75 
years . 

We m i g h t well ask ourse lves w h a t 
k ind of a c l imate exis ts in 
w h e r e th is seed is p roduced? F i r s t . 

look for t h e large product ion 
centers . Millard county and the 
Uinta Basin include most of the 
produc ing a rea . The elevation of this 
count ry var ies from -4400 to f500 

ibove sea level. The soil in Mill­
a rd county and the I ' in ta Basin is 
mostly heavy clay, with considerable 
sa l t . The na t ive g rowth is g rease-
wood. The win te r s in this section 
a re very cold with compara t ive ly 
l ight snow fall. T e m p e r a t u r e s of 30 
degress below zero have been known 
in some places, while 15 and 2< 

grees below zero a r e not a t all un­
usua l . 

The first alfalfa was in t roduced 
into Utah by t h e ear l ies t se t t l e rs . 
One of these ea r ly pioneers p lanted 
a smal l field as a t r ia l . Today this 
or iginal field is still p roduc ing hay 
and seed. It m a y be regarded as 
the chief source of seed used in p lant ­
ing a large pa r t of the present al­
falfa acreage in Utah. This wonder­
ful forage p lan t of* ancient days, un­
der p resen t ' ag r i cu l tu ra l pract ices and 
requ i rements is ga in ing such g rea t 
popular i ty tha t many th ink it is a 
new find, but if isn ' t . I t is j u s t get­
t ing its proper recogni t ion from the 
twent ie th century farmers . 

MICH. ELEV. EXCH. 
MARKET OPINION 

Ry Michigan E leva to r E x c h a n g e 
Lansing, Mich., u n d e r d a t e of J u n e 
O, 1928 : 

WHEAT-—Old whea t prac t ica l ly 
all c leaned up in Michigan. I l l inois , 
Ind iana and Ohio, the s t a t e s which 
ra ise soft w i n t e r whea t , t h e same 
var ie ty whi fh we grow in Michigan, 
show th i s year only about one- thi rd 
a n o r m a l c rop . W e can look forward 
to good pr ices for Michigan wheat 
the coming year . 

R Y E — T h e shor tes t crop in pros­
pect since 1A12. Rye will b r ing good 
prices for t he next twelve m o n t h s . 

OATS—New crop looking favor­
able. Wi th old oa ts so h igh the re 
will be a good demand for new oats 
and harvest run oats should br ing 
much be t t e r prices than those p re ­
vail ing last year . 

BEANS—Beans a re pract ical ly all 
cleaned up. The re will be an ex­
cellent demand for early beans th is 
fall. 

If t he ra infu l in the Dea th Valley 
for an en t i r e year amoun ted to two 
inches in dep th , it would be consid­
ered an unusua l l y wet season. Such 
a rainful may be exceeded in 15 min­
utes in o the r localities. 

FEED POOL FAR 
BELOW MARKET 

Farm Bureau's Wool Pool 
Also Had Another Good 

Year 

Two pools a r e opera ted by the 
Michigan Sta te F a r m B u r e a u and 
its subsidiary o rgan i za t i ons—the 
Michigan F a r m Bureau Wool Pool, 
now ge t t ing unde r way for 1!*28, its 
n in th y e a r — a n d the Michigan F a r m 
B u r e a u Supply Service F e e d Pool, 
t h rough which F a r m Bureau mem­
bers and o the r s pool the i r requi re­
m e n t s of dai ry feed for month ly de­
livery d u r i n g the win te r m o n t h s at 
a pool price. 

Both pools have been qu i t e suc­
cessful in recent years . Th i s past 
season fa rmers in the feed pool 
rode th rough a win te r and sp r ing of 
unusa l ly high feed prices in good 
shape . On Apri l 26th the pool price 
on the Supply Service 's 2 4 % dairy 
feed was $6.40 per ton unde r the 
m a r k e t price of t h a t feed t h e same 
day. 

The 1927 wool pool ave raged the 
poolers several cents per pound bet-|> 
t e r t h a n t h e average of local prices, 
besides giving them t h e sat isfact ion 
of m a r k e t i n g t h e i r fleeces on i 
qual i ty basis , a pr inciple which is 
Just as va luable to wool as o ther 
p roduc t s . 

On the basis of the effort it costs 
to get me to jo in the F a r m Bureau 
and w h a t it is cost ing to collect my 
dues , a m I an asse t or a l iabi l i ty to 
t h e F a r m Bureau movemen t?—Bi l l 
Dooit , in t h e Ohio F a r m Bureau 
News. 

PROPOSE INCREASE 
IN TARIFF ON MILK 

In a brief filed wi th t h e United 
S ta tes Tariff Commission in connec­
t ion wi th a mi lk and cream investi­
ga t ion , W. R. Ogg. on behalf of the 
Amer ican F a r m Bureau Federa t ion , 
r eques ted t h e commission to fix 
h i g h e r tariff dut ies on impor ted milk 
and cream. The full text of the con­
clusions of the brief follow: 

In view of the facts g a t h e r e d by 
t h e commission and the add i t iona l 
evidence presented a t t h e public 
hea r ing , t he appl ican ts bel ieve tbat^ 
the du ty on c ream should be in­
creased from 20 cents to 30 cents 
per gallon and t h e du ty on milk 
from 2y2 cents to 3 % cents per gal­
lon, these cons t i tu t ing the m a x i m u m 
increases which can • be g r a n t e d by 
t h e P re s iden t u n d e r t h e ta r i f f act. 
I t is therefore , respectful ly u rged on 
behalf of the domest ic p roduce r s , 
t h a t the commiss ion r e c o m m e n d to 
the P res iden t t h a t such inc reases be 
g r a n t e d . 

Catch Weigh t s .—The following 
s tory is told of the Welsh Church 

tab l i shment Campaign . Mr. 
Lloyd George was to address a meet­
ing. His cha i rman said to a very 
en thus ias t i c audience amid r ap tu r ­
ous app lause . " F r i e n d s , we all know 

t h a t the Bishop X is a t e r r ib le l ia r , 
but t h a n k God, we have a ma tch for 
h im on the p la t fo rm t o - n i g h t . " — 
Chr is t ian Advocate . 

It doesn ' t t a k e a very b r igh t wo­
man to dazzle some men . 

VOUK PROFIT IS GREATER 

W R I T E F O R 

FREE 
B O O K L E T 

You can improve your crops 
and reap greater protits 

.from your acreage by cor­
recting soil acidity with 
France Agstone Meal . After 
years of effort and ex­
pense, w e are able to pro­
duce Agstone Meal of the 
proper size and analysis at 
a reasonable price. Our 

plants are s o located that 
we can ship to every rail­
road station in the state of 
Indiana. If you are not 
getting t h e r e s u l t s you 
should, g ive France A g ­
stone Meal a fair trial. 
Write for our booklet o r 
for any information you 
want. 

THE FRANCE STONE COMPANY . T O L E D O . OHIO 

PRANCE A Q S T O N E 
M E A L 

SD9* 

FARM PROSPEtylY 
is Built cm 

Tour i s t s — " B r o t h e r s ! We've 
cl imbed to t h e t o p of th is moun ta in 
to see the view and we 've forgot ten 
t h e g l a s ses . " 

Scott ish O u l d e — " O c h ! Never 
mind , t h e r e ' s nobody abou t . We can 
jus t d r ink ou t o ' the b o t t l e . " 

Crops—Dai ry C o w s — a n d P o u l t r y 
a r e t h e fundamen ta l s of fa rm pros­
per i ty . Your abi l i ty to obta in 
g r e a t e s t p roduc t ion from t h e m de­
t e r m i n e s your ne t prof i t . 

Michigan F a r m B u r e a u 
Offers You A T h r e e W a y Service 
Michigan F a r m B u r e a u p u r e , 
adap ted , h igh-qual i ty seeds , free 
from t roub lesome weeds , have 
solved the problem for t housands 
of f a rmers of w h a t seeds to use 
for bigger crops. 

MICHIGAN M I L K M A K E R — t h e 
famous 2 4 % balanced feed for 
da i ry cows h a s l ikewise he lped 

Vii £• * ^ ' v v ^ " « s ^ h u n d r e d s of d a i r y m e n to a mi lk 
v W L - " ^ <t?%b

J^£~ a n d b u t t e r fat p roduc t ion from 
thei r he rds , far beyond t h e i r fond­
est hopes , with a m i n i m u m of feed 
expense. 

Similar ly, experienced pou l t rymen choose MICHIGAN EGG MASH, 
because , in combinat ion with sc ra tch feed, it m a i n t a i n s t h e p rope r 
ba lance for g rea te r egg product ion and produces inc reased prof i t s 
from the i r flocks. 
F o r de ta i l ed informat ion on Michigan F a r m B u r e a u Seeds , Da i ry a n d 
P o u l t r y Feeds, wr i te lis direct or consul t your local Co-opera t ive 
Dealer . 

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU S F F I ) S E R V I C E , MICHIGAN F A R M 
BUREAU S I P P L Y ~ S E R V I C E , Lans ing , Mich. 

What Happens to Stands From 
Unadapted Alfalfa Seed 

These Plots Have Gone Through Three Winters At The Michigan State College 

F r o m Sou the rn Grown Unadap ted 
Seed 

W I N T E R K I L L E D ! 

F r o m N o r t h e r n Grown Michigan 
Adap ted Seed 

A T H R I F T Y S T A N D ! 

Insist on Michigan Adapted Alfalfa 
Much southern grown alfalfa seed is blended with good northern seed and 

sold to northern farmers. Southern grown seed is not adapted to the rigors 
of this climate and is usually very susceptible to disease and winter killing 
i here is the rea reason for many a promising alfalfa stand petering out the 
second and third seasons. 

When you buy your alfalfa seed, insist on domestic seed that is fully 
adapted to Michigan. Look on the tag for the place where it was grown 
and the guarantee. 8 

Michigan Farm Bureau Brand Grimm, Hardigan, certified Michigan 
grown Grimm, and Utah common alfalfa seeds are domestic Michigan 
adapted seeds and are guaranteed to the grower as such. They are of high 
purity and germination. You get them in sealed Farm Bureau Brand sacks, 
exactly as they leave our warehouse. Order from your nearest co-operative 
ass n now; write us if you are unable to get Farm Bureau seeds locally. 

Michigan Farm Bureau Seed Service 
Lansing, Michigan 
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Curing Alfalfa To Get 
Full Value Of The Hay 

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU N E W S f t t f t l* 

Method Of Cutting, Handling 
And Curing Controls 

The Result 

By H . ( ' . B A T H E R 
Extens ion Specialist in F a r m 

Crops, Michigan State College, 'in Ex­
tension Bul le t in No. 3 5 ( r e v i s e d ) , 
March, 1927 , publ i shed he rewi th in 
full. 

Among t h e m a n y i m p o r t a n t fac­
tors in secur ing a barn full of high 
quality alfalfa, of o u t s t a n d i n g im­
portance is t he method employed in 
the cu t t ing , cur ing , and h a n d l i n g of 
the crop. Many successful alfalfa 
growers lose m u c h of t he va lue of 
their crdp by no t m a k i n g hay in the 
most effective m a n n e r . Af ter a l l , no 
crop is sa t i s fac tor i ly p roduced unt i l 
it is unde r cover in condi t ion to t a k e 
the fullest a d v a n t a g e of t h e m a r k e t . 
With hay , whe re th is difference in 
condition or qua l i ty f requent ly means 

which t h e College ha s been demon­
s t r a t i n g . 

Gel Hay Out Of Swath Quickly 
In de ta i l , t h e new hay m a k i n g sys­

t em is th is . W h e n t h e alfalfa is 
ready for ha rves t ; t h a t is, when the 
new shoo t s have s t a r t e d a n d t h e hay 
is in one- ten th to two- th i rds bloom, 
mowing is s t a r t ed . If t h e cu t t ing is 
begun a f t e r the dew is off in the 
m o r n i n g , that mois tu re has 
a l r eady been dried off a n d cur ing 
will be Speeded. 

The m o w e r is followed with a left-
h a n d s ide-del ivery r a k e j u s t as soon 
as possible . Mr. Hudson uses a t rac­
t o r - d r a w n mower wi th an eight foot 
cu t t i ng ba r and hooks t h e r a k e on 
behind , cu t t ing a n d r a k i n g in one 
o p e r a t i o n — a very prac t ica l proced­
u r e for l a r g e ac reages . 

The pr inc ip le is j u s t a s easily ap ­
plied to smal l fields. In th is in­
s tance , a five-foot ho r se -d rawn mow­
er can be r u n for two h o u r s . Then 

Mr. Matt Bowman of Rockford, K e n t county , had no worr ies 
abou t hay for t he winter w h e n he cut th is crop of Ontar io Var i ega ted 
alfalfa. I t averaged t h r ee tons *per ac re for t h e season 's cut . 

a difference of two dol la r s , t o ten 
dollars per ton in price, or an equa l 
difference in home feeding va lue , it 
is of pa r t i cu l a r concern t h a t t h e cut­
t ing a n d cur ing opera t ions be well 
advised. 

Ideal alfalfa hay is charac te r ized 
by a r i ch g r e e n color, a p leas ing 
aroma, and the re t en t ion of i ts leaves 
whfch m a k e up t h e most des i rable 
part of t h e hay from a feeding s tand­
point. I t is a lso des i rab le t h a t t he 
hay be reasonab ly fine s t e m m e d and 
free from foreign ma te r i a l or mix­
tures . These l a t t e r cha r ac t e r s de­
pend upon how the hay is g rown . The 
ieafihess, color and a r o m a depend on 
bow it is cured . 

Modem Machinery Now Lower s Cost 

Of M a k i n g Good Hay 
Fol lowing up the alfalfa mower 

with a lef t -hand side-del ivery r ake , 
and then cur ing out leafy g reen for-

hfh. a t a grea t saving of expense and 
lahor, h a s become the es tab l i shed 
practice on a g rea t m a n y Michigan 
l a rms d u r i n g t h e pas t two years . 

t h e t e a m can be hooked to t h e side 
del ivery, and an h o u r ' s r a k i n g of two 
swa ths in to one windrow will clean 
up w h a t has been cut . Most r a k e s 
wil l n o t q u i t e clean up two six-foot 
s w a t h s bu t will hand le one and one-
half easily. The idea in e i the r case 
is to m a k e sure t h a t t h e whole day ' s 
cu t t ing is r aked into t he windrow by 
evening . 

At th i s point in the job, some mis­
u n d e r s t a n d i n g has c rep t in. Some 
have h a d an incorrect idea t h a t the 
Michigan Sta te College ha s advocat­
ed t he immedia te loading of th is hay 
a n d s towing it away in t h e barn the 
same day it was cut . Such a proce­
d u r e is not safe in th i s s t a t e . No 
Michigan alfalfa, cu t a t t h e proper 
t ime , i s r eady to go into the s tack or 
mow t h e same day it is cut . If it is 
i;eady in so sho r t a t ime , cu t t i ng has 
been delayed too long and t h e hay is 
over- r ipe . 

H a y is r eady to go in the b a r n 
when it has tho rough ly cured , and 
t h a t condi t ion is not m e a s u r e d by 

A well a t t ended alfalfa hay m a k i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n on the W. G. 
K n i g h t farm, St . J o h n s , Clinton county . 

R a l p h Hudson , Supe r in t enden t of 
the Michigan S ta te 'Co l l ege fa rm, be­
gan us ing th is m e t h o d in 1922 a n d 
made so excel lent a g r ade of alfalfa 
at a 45 per cent saving in ha rves t i ng 
cost t h a t he has employed the m e t h o d 
ever s ince in the ha rves t ing and cur­
ing of between 100 and 200 acres of 
alfalfa each season. 

In 1924, t he Michigan S ta te College 
first sponsored a demons t r a t i on of 
this system a t Eas t Lans ing . Begin­
ning a t Cold wa te r in 19 2 5, extension 
specialists in farm crops from the 
College, work ing wi th the co-opera­
tion of fa rmers , county ag r i cu l tu ra l 
agents , and implemen t cempanies , 
have conducted more t h a n 50 s imi lar 
demons t ra t ions in near ly every sec­
tion of t h e s t a t e . About 150 keenly 
observant f a rmers were carefully 
watching the work in each ins tance . 
New Hay ing System Is Widely Used 

The simplici ty of t h e sys tem, its 
grea t saving of labor , and the super­
ior hay which " r e s u l t e d convinced 
scores of these men t h a t they should 
apply t he new system to the i r own 
hay m a k i n g jobs. . Since t h a t t ime , 
fa rmers from Coldwater , Monroe, 
( ' am, Vassar , St. Johns , Newaygo, 
Kalamazoo a n d o ther places have all 
been r epor t ing t h a t they have made 
hay more easily, made it more cheap­
ly, and put up the finest alfalfa they 
ever had , since adop t ing t he method 

t ime b u t by t h e j u d g m e n t of the hay 
m a k e r . Dry w e a t h e r will speed up 
t h e c u r i n g process. W e t w e a t h e r 
will p ro long it indefini te ly. 

Speed U p Cur ing By T u r n i n g Wi th 
Side Del ivery 

To assist in speeding up the cur­
ing, t h e s ide del ivery r a k e aga in 
comes in to use: The hay t h a t is l e f t 
in the windrow the day it is cut is 
ready for a t u r n t he next forenoon, 
provided t h e r e has been no ra in . 
Dr iv ing a long beside t h e windrow in 
t h e s a m e direct ion in which t he hay 
was r a k e d and le t t ing t h e left end 
of t h e r a k e nicely catch t he windrow 
will t u r n it upside down on dry s t u b ­
ble and loosen the hay j u s t enough 
for good a i r ing . 

T e d d i n g I s O u t Of D a t e 
This job used to be done wi th t he 

tedder , an implemen t t h a t t o r e into 
t h e h a y rough ly a n d left in i ts w a k e 
a b l anke t of sha t t e r ed leaves, the 
most des i rab le p a r t of t h e alfalfa. 
T e d d i n g hay, l ike t h e deep cult iva­
t ion of corn with t h e a t t e n d a n t root 
p r u n i n g , did more h a r m t h a n good. 
I t is ou t of date and should be re l ­
egated to the discard wi th o ther 
m i s t a k e s of the days gone by. 

Save The Green Color 

If t h e wea the r is good, green hay 
can be made , the g reene r the be t te r , 
but it mus t be r emembered t h a t 
green is a color, not moi s tu re . P u t -

"•N 

FREIGHT RATES 
On Farm Commodities 

Somet imes have ove rcha rge e r rors . Do you have your bil ls a u d i t e d ? 

THE TRAFFIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
Of the Michigan Sta te F a r m Bureau will check up t h e cha rges on 
your f re ight bi l ls ; file overcharge c l a i m s ; file loss and damage 
c la ims ; wa tch all f re ight r a t e s on y o u r fa rm produc t s a n d suppl ies 
and be y o u r persona l r ep re sen t a t i ve to the ra i l roads . Claims col­
lected free for pa id-up F a r m B u r e a u m e m b e r s . 

No C h a r g e F o r A u d i t i n g 

Farm Bureau Traffic Department 
221-227 N. Cedar St . Lans ing , Mich. 

t ing up green hay does not mean put­
t ing up damp or tough hay. It means 
p u t t i n g up thoroughly cured hay 
which re ta ins tha t rich green color 
associated wi th l ife-giving v i tamins 
t h a t m a k e for highest feeding value 
and the fop m a r k e t pr ice. 

When the hay has cured sufficient­
ly so t h a t it may go into the ba rn 
safely, t h e hay loader is b rough t into 
use and the haying job finished up. 

Maybe It Will Ra in 
But suppose it ra ins . Tha t does 

happen. And when it ra ins , some 
color is lost. Bu t the leaves can still 
be saved by simply repea t ing the 
t u r n i n g opera t ion when the top half 
of the windrow has dr ied. If it ra ins 
again, t he hay is tu rned again, and 
when it is d ry all t h e way th rough , it 
is ready for the barn . The College 
farm p u t up some alfalfa which went 
th rough eight ra ins , bu t it came out 
of the barn the next spr ing grading 
U. S. No. 2. I t had lost some of its 
des i rable color, bu t t he leaves were 
the re . 

Salt Tough Hay 
Many fa rmers a r e t ak ing advant ­

age of the affinity of common salt 
for mois tu re by us ing quan t i t i e s of 
this subs tance on the s tored hay. The 
F a r m Depa r tmen t a t t h e Michigan 
Sta te College is us ing a twelve-quar t 
pail of sal t to every load of hay. Salt 
ha s considerable va lue in absorbing 
excessive mois tu re . I t is believed 
tha t it t hus helps p reven t bacter ia l 
g r o w t h which, in hay pu t up in too 
moist a condit ion, migh t cause ex­
cessive fe rmenta t ion , resu l t ing in 
mow burn ing , which in jures the hay. 
In ex t reme cases, it m igh t cause 
spon taneous combust ion . 

W h y A Left H a n d B a k e ? 
The left h a n d r a k e has th i s advant­

age. I t can follow t h e mower 
aga ins t t he heads of t h e h a y and de­
liver i ts windrow on clean s tubble . 
If a long swinging t u r n to the r ight 
is made a t the corners , r a t h e r t h a n a 
sharp one, t h e r a k e will work Wetter, 
and t h e t u r n s with t he hay loader can 
be made more easily. No hay will 
be missed on the corner after the first 
round . R a k i n g agains t the heads 
gives a smoo the r windrow with less 
tendency t o wad up in compact 
bunches , a n d a g rea t e r percentage of 
leaves will be u n d e r cover. Such a 
condit ion is des i rable . When the 
leaves a r e in t h e shade of a loose, 
airy windrow, they do no t dry so 
rapidly, and t h u s they do not become 
crisp and br i t t le a s do t h e leaves left 
exposed to d i rec t sun l igh t . On the 
other hand , t h e s t ems , t u r n e d up 
from the i r covered place a t t h e bot­
tom of t he swa th , a r e go t ten ou t in­
to the sun l igh t where they d ry more 
rapidly . The re su l t is t h a t t h e s tems 
and leaves dry down toge ther , and 
when t h e s t ems a r e nicely dry, e-
nough to s tore , t h e leaves a r e no t 
br i t t l e bu t conta in a b o u t t h e same 
moisure content as the s tems and are 
not easily s h a k e n or s t r ipped off by 
the hand l i ng of t h e hay . 

On the o the r h a n d , le t t ing alfalfa 
lie in t h e swath dur ing b r igh t wea th­
er protects t he juicy s t ems bu t rap­
idly d r ies t he broad-surfaced leaves. 
If th i s is prolonged beyond a few 
hours , by t h e t ime the s t ems a r e dry 
the leaves have become cr isp and a re 
easily lost. Bleaching and loss of 
color a r e also g rea te r in hay left in 
the swa th in br igh t sun l igh t . 

Wil l A R i g h t H a n d R a k e W o r k ? 
Many fa rmers stil l have a good 

r igh t hand r a k e a n d would l ike to 
use it. They can, by dividing the 
field in to s t r ips which can be cut 
in two or t h r e e h o u r s . Then by 
s t a r t i ng in the center of the str ip 
and r ak ing aga ins t t h e heads t he 
same k ind of a job can be done. I t 
is not qui te as convenient and the 
t r ac to r -mower - rake h i t ch cannot be 
used, b u t by following t h e above 
pract ice th is system can be employ­
ed. 

Opening T h e F ie ld 
Obviously, when r a k i n g is s ta r ted 

with t h e left hand r a k e , it is not de­
sirable to rol l t ha t first windrow into 
the fence. To avoid th i s , when ei th­
e r the five or six foot mower is used, 
a t least t h r ee swa ths a r e cut a round 
the piece. Then , t u r n i n g to the r ight 
a s t he r a k e is b rough t in to the field, 
the first windrow is r a k e d away from 
t h e fence. The r a k e is then tu rned 
a r o u n d a n d dr iven so t h a t it jus t 
catches t h e th i rd swa th , which is 
r a k e d back in to t h e first windrow. 
The field is t hen all c leared so t h a t 
the r a k e can follow in t h e same di­
rect ion in which t he mower was dr iv­
en. 
Save T i m e W h e n R a k i n g Light Hay 

If t h e hay is very l igh t , two five 
or ohe and one-half six foot s w a t h s 
do not m a k e a very big windrow. In 
this ins tance , it is advisable first to 
open up the field as descr ibed. Then , 
in case a five foot mower has been 
used, t he r a k e is s t a r t ed four swa ths 
in. Once a r o u n d the field gives a 
smal l windrow inside two swaths . 
Ano the r round , in t he same direct ion, 
jus t nicely ca tch ing t he windrow wi th 
the r i g h t of the r a k e , will give four 
swa ths in one good windrow. This 
la rger windrow is ob ta ined wi th ex­
actly t he same a m o u n t of r ak ing as 
t h o u g h two swa ths were raked in one 
windrow in t h e r egu la r manne r , and 
the l a rge r windrow speeds up ha r ­
ves t ing when the hay is being loaded. 

If heavy hay is cut wi th a six foot 
mower , t he second swath is split with 
the r a k e , pu t t i ng one a n d one-half 
swa ths in a windrow. In l ight hay, 
t h r e e six-foot swa ths a r e pu t in one 
windrow, r a k i n g in the same m a n n e r 
as described above in rak ing four 
five-foot swa ths . 

F a r m e r s used to be discouraged 
from alfalfa g rowing by the s ight of 
alfalfa fields all cocked up un­
der canvas caps. T h a t sys tem m a d e 
good hay, but in th is day of scarce 
and expensive labor , it costs too 
much . T h e sys tem descr ibed in t h i s 
c i rcular Is a pract ica l one , as so many 

fa rmers have proved for themselves , 
and it saves all the extra labor and 
the ext ra t ime it involved. Above 
all, it makes excellent hay, it saves 
the leaves even in adverse weather , 
and, when the w e a t h e r is r igh t , it 
makes tha t r ich, g reen , leafy forage 
tha t goes far thes t in t h e manager and 
tops t he m a r k e t when it is sold for 
cash. 

Measur ing Cured H a y In Stack Or 
Mow 

Hay will often sh r ink between 15 
and 20 per cent ( somet imes more ) 
when s tored in s t acks of mows, th i s 
loss will vary with different k inds 
of hay . Some k inds of hay are heav­
ier t han o thers . T imothy hay is 
heavier t h a n e i ther clover or alfalfa. 
The long r the hay h a s stood, the 
deeper the mow a n d h ighe r the s tack, 
the heavier it is per cubic foot. The 
bot tom of a mow or s tack is of course 
much heavier t han t h e top. 

A good gene ra l ru le to follow in 
measur ing a mow of hay tha t has set­
tled over 60 days is t o allow 500 cubic 
feet to weigh a ton. In low mows 
or s tacks or in top of a mow, more 
t h a n 500 cubic feet of hay will be r e ­
quired to make a t on . 
South Dako ta Method of Measuring 

Bick S tack 

Obtain the n u m b e r of cubic feet 
by sub t rac t ing t h e wid th from the 
over th row, dividing t h e resul t by 2, 
mul t ip ly ing this resu l t by the wid th 
and this product by t h e length. ' (The 
over throw is the d is tance in l inear 
feet and inches from t h e ground on 
one side of the s tack , directly over 
and opposite to t h e ground on the 
o ther side of the s t ack . ) 

B o u n d S tack 
Obtain the n u m b e r of cubic feet by 

mult ip lying the circumference ( t ak ­
en a t base of s t i c k ) by itself and 
the product by the he igh t , and divide 
by 2 5 . 

Clean alfalfa hay, set t led 30 to 60 
days has 512 cubic feet to the ton of 
h a y ; set t led more t h a n 00 days , 
f igure i t a t 422 cubic feet. 

Clean t imothy a n d clover mixed 
se t t led for the same period figures 
as above . 

Hay in Mow 
Mult iply the leng th by height by 

wid th in yards and divide by 15, if 
hay is well packed. If hay is shal low 
or loose in the mow divide by 18 in­
s tead of 15, to secure t h e weight in 
mow. 

E x a m p l e : A mow 20x40 with hay 
20 feet deep would conta in 32 tons 
if packed loosely whi le if packed 
solid would have 39 t o n s iu mow. 

MICHIGAN FARMER 
EDITOR SUPPORTS 
ALFALFA PROGRAM 

Has Had 25 Years' Experience 
In Developing The 

Crop 

Do Your 
Own Selling 

W h e n you bill your s tock to 
t h e Michigan Stock Exchange 
Co-op Commission Merchant? 
or t he P roduce r s a t E a s t Buf­
falo, you do your own sell ing 
in t h e t e rmina l m a r k e t . 

You g e t al l the s tock will 
br ing . You get the advan tage 
of hav ing your own co-opera­
t ively employed sa lesmen a t 
the Te rmina l m a r k e t s sell your 
stock to the best advan tage . 
They a r e h e r e in y o u r in ter ­
est and t a k e pr ide in get t ing 
the top or as nea r to i t for you 
as they can. T h r o u g h them, 
you go into t h e t e rmina l mar ­
ke t a n d deal w i t h ' packers 
t h r o u g h our sa lesmen w h o a re 
experienced in those m a r k e t s . 

Why should you le t go of 
your stock a t any point be tween 
you and t h e packer w h e n it 
i sn ' t necessary for you. to do 
so? You a n d your co-opera­
t ive ne ighbors can get toge th­
er on a car load. Make your 
next sh ipment to us . 

NOTICE: W e aga in u r g e 
sh ippers t o b e very careful 
abou t bedd ing a n d pa r t i t i on ­
ing the i r cars proper ly . 

Michigan Livestock Exchange 
Detroi t , Mich, 

o r 

Producers Commission Ass'n 
E a s t Buffalo, N. Y. 

" T h e College and the F a r m Bureau 
and o the rs have spread the gospel of 
alfa l fa ," I. R. W a t e r b u r y , edi tor of 
the Michigan F a r m e r , told t h e Al­
falfa Day visi tors , " and the next big 
s tep I see is t he object lesson period, 
— f a r m e r s seeing how well it does 
and what it does on thei r ne ighbor ' s 
fa rms . 

"Alfalfa is now a s cer ta in as any 
crop we grow. Whi l e we had some 
win te r ki l l ing th i s year , it is only 
the second t ime in my experience of 
25 years t h a t it ha s been ser ious . I 
am as proud of my smal l par t in de­
veloping alfalfa in Michigan, bo th on 
my own farm and elsewhere , as I am 
of any o ther one th ing I have ever 
worked on . " 

"Bess ie , how m a n y s is te rs h a s y o u r 
p l a y m a t e ? " 

"One , m a m m a . She t r ied to fool 
me. She said she h a d t w o half-
s is te rs , bu t I guess she d idn ' t know 
I 'd s tud ied f rac t ions . " 

T h e p r o m o t e r is a sor t of 
m a j o r of indus t ry . 

d r u m 

POSITION WANTED 
as 

SALES MANAGER 
W i t h Livestock Shipping Associa­

t ion, Co-op Creamery , F a r m e r s , E l e ­
va to r F r u i t Growers Ass 'n. 

F i f t een y e a r s ' bus iness exper ience 
includes e igh t y e a r s hand l i ng and 
shipping farm produc t s , in l a rge 
m a r k e t s . 

At p resen t employed by bu t t e r , egg 
and cheese jobber . Best re ferences 
given. Address , 

Michigan F a r m B u r e a u News 
Box 1 Lans ing , Mich. 

Man is h is own wors t 
Cicero. 

enemy. 

G a r l o c K . W i U i a m t C o . 
2 6 1 4 O r l e a n s S t . 

D e t r o i t 
Tour shipments of poultry, eggs 
and veal are solicited. Tags and 
market Information sent on request. 

SAVES YOU FROM 15 TO 50c 
ON EVERY SHADE YOU BUY. 

We aiv an old esUbllshetl 
manufacturer of all ktacl* of 
window shades, telling direct 
from our large factory to 
you. That means a big lav­
ing. 
Orders Filled In 84 

Hoars. 
» e r y shade la rarefully 
packed and inspected In our 
large mail order department 
and sent by parcel post, pre­
paid to your door. 

• n r p Write today for our money taring de-
I n t t s ' t i i ' t l v a catalogue; it tells bow to 

sidect and measure shades and other 
valuable Information. Buyiatf direct, there's a 
>• •". saving. 

R. W. DURHAM CO. 

Window 
Shades 

•v • ^ r _ 
/ U C l l l l U l l l 

Factory 

T 
136, Alabama St. Indianapelit. lad. 

FARMERS! Q State ltluhxal Rodded Fire 
(J Insurance Co., of ITlich. 
^ ~ \ HOME opnee—ruNT. MICH. 

Twee t ! T w e e t ! — F i r e s tha t sweep 
the s w a m p s may b u r n t h e nes t s of 
woodchuck a n d o the r birds.—New 
York Times. 

DO YOU VALUE WHAT YOU OWN? 
If so, in su re in t h e l a rges t F a r m e r s ' Mutual F i r e I n s u r a n c e C o m ­

pany in Michigan. $70 ,700.00 a t r i sk . Assets and Resou rce s 
$356 ,619 .53 . A b lanke t policy cover ing al l fa rm personal . Dis­
coun t given for fire proof roofs and fire ex t ingu i shers . W r i t e for 
In fo rmat ion W . T . L E W I S , Sec 'y, 710-718 F . P , Smi th Bldg. , F l i n t , 

Michigan. 

1 

Could These Things 
Happen To You? 

The following stories are taken from the records of the State Farm Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Company and show why more than 10,000 Michigan 
farm families are protecting themselves with our insurance as to what might 
happen to their cars, or their life savings or their personal futures if they 
should have an automobile accident on the highways or elsewhere: 

T H E F T 

A policy ho lde r ' s c a r was stolen 
In Detro i t . In a few days it was r e ­
covered par t ia l ly s t r ipped . We paid 
t h e expense of our in su red ' s t r ip to 
b r ing t he car home and supplied t h e 
p a r t s s to len from t h e car . A n o t h e r 
policy ho lder had h i s car s to len in Lan ­
sing. T h e thief d rove i t to E d m o r e 
a n d had a collision. We r e t u r n e d the 
ca r a n d paid for p u t t i n g i t in to i ts 
fo rmer condit ion. 

F I R E 
A n o r t h e r n Michigan policy ho lde r 

h a d t h e electr ic hea t e r going to w a r m 
up his motor du r ing below zero wea th ­
er , a common pract ice w h e r e he l ives. 
The car caught fire. The bill was over 
$300. His check a r r ived ins ide of a 
week af te r r ende r ing t he bill . Ou r 
policy covers " F i r e from any cause . ' ' 

COLLISION 
A n o t h e r policy ho lde r ' s ca r was s ide-

swiped by a n o t h e r car and wrecked bad­
ly when i t was dr iven into a t r ee . Th i s 
company paid $420 for fixing i t u p . St i l l 
a n o t h e r policy ho lde r h a d reason to be 
thankfu l on account of collision insu r ­
ance . His car r a n in to a moving freight 
t r a in . This company paid $211 to fix 
it u p . 

L IABILITY P R O T E C T I O N 

A policy holder , ope r a t i ng a da i ry 
bus iness and owning a 300 a c r e f a rm, 
r e p o r t e d h is car, dr iven by his d a u g h t e r , 
involved in an accident . T h r e e pe r sons 
in t he o t h e r car were i n ju red a n d bo th 
cars wrecked . Suit was b r o u g h t a g a i n s t 
th i s policy holder on t h r e e coun t s t o t a l ­
l ing $17 ,500 . Our company furn i shed 
necessary legal aid a n d se t t l ed t h e 
claim. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE PROTECTION 
Anothe r policy ho lder was found li­

able in a n acc ident in wh ich h i s t r u c k 
wrecked a new big car . T h e proper ty 
d a m a g e c la im, a s se t t l ed by ou r com­
pany, a m o u n t e d to $1 ,200 . 

F A R - R E A C H I N G P R O T E C T I O N 

An I n d i a n a policy ho lde r , d r iv ing to 
N O R T H E R N MICHIGAN, go t in to an ac­
cident a t Manis tee . His ca r was a t ­
tached , severa l h u n d r e d mi le s f rom 
home, w h e r e he was a s t r a n g e r . Bu t , 
h e had a S t a t e F a r m Mutua l policy. H e 
te lephoned ou r Lans ing office a t S ta t e 
F a r m B u r e a u H e a d q u a r t e r s . H i s r e ­
lease was a r r a n g e d by t e l ephone a n d 
h e went on h is way re joic ing. W e pro ­
tec t ou r policy ho lde r s a n y w h e r e in t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s or Canada . 

\ 

\ 

There are hundreds of other cases. The State Farm Mutual has adjusted 
thousands of losses throughout the country the past year, several hundred of 
them in Michigan. If you drive without insurance, you are betting everything 
you have that you won't have an accident. It may cost you the savings of a 
life time. Why not let us carry at farm rates your risk on fire, theft, public 
liability, property damage to others and your own possible collision loss? 

We have farmer agents and adjusters everywhere, affording genuine pro­
tection at remarkably low rates to those who can qualify. For further informa­
tion, write our Lansing office. 

STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE CO. 
of BLOOMJNGTOX, I L L . 
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LANSING 
Michigan State Farm Bureau 

M I C H I G A N AGENT MICHIGAN 

SOW MORE ALFALFA THIS SUMMER! 
Michigan can well afford to increase its alfalfa acreage. The Michigan State College 

recommends summer seeding in regions short in alfalfa. Farm Bureau Brand sealed 
sacks of Grimm. Hardigan and Utah common alfalfa seeds guarantee hardiness, 
quality and genuineness of variety. 

Largely because of Farm Bureau adapted seeds. Michigan's alfalfa acreage has in­
creased 434,000 acres in the past eight years. See your co-op for Farm Bureau seed. 
If not available locally, write us. A postcard brings recommendations for summer 
seeding. 

Michigan F a r m B u r e a u Seed Service £!*: 
Lansing, Michigan > " v 

Please send me r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for s u m m e r 
seeding of alfalfa. 

I expect fto sow acres t h i s season . 

My n a m e 

Town 

Seed Dealer 

Town 

Da te 
(Mai l ing th i s coupon no ob l iga t ion ) 

MICH. FARM B U R E A U S E E D S E R V I C E 
224 North Cedar Street 

L a n s i n g , M i c h i g a n 

L 
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LAPEER BUREAU 
MEETS JUNE 13 

Business And Social Session 

At Y. W. C. A. Rooms, 
Lapeer 

L a p e e r County F a r m Bureau is 
p a n n i n g a big mee t ing of i ts m e m ­
bers on Wednesday evening, J u n e 
1.1th, at 8:00 p. m. at the Y. W. C. A. 
r o o m s in Lapeer , Michigan. 

Th i s mee t ing is the resu l t of a 
m a s s meet ing and banque t of the 
m e m b e r s held du r ing May, a t which 
t i m e a commit tee was appointed, 
whose duty it was to a r r a n g e for a 
second meet ing and to assist in work­
ing out a p rog ram of activit ies for 
t h e Lapeer County F a r m Bureau for 
t h e coming year , and which was 
m a d e up of the following people : 

Townsh ip 
Mr. & Mrs. F r a n k Myus Elba 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Ivory Hartley 
Mr. & Mrs. W. K. Bristol Almont 
Mr. & Mrs. Rober t Beat ty Oregon 
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Young Attica 
Mr. & Mrs. I ra Brown, Nor th Branch 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ra te r ing . . . . Imlay City 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Brown Burjiside 
Mr. ft Mrs. A. P. Stocker . . . .Metamora 

The commit tee is r eady to repor t 
J u n e 13th and t h e call s ta tes t h a t 
elect ion of officers, adopt ion of a new 
cons t i tu t ion and by-laws and any 
o the r business t h a t may come before 
the meet ing is to be taken care of. 

T h e r e will be a musical p rog ram 
of local . ta lent followed * y sho r t 
t a l k s given by Mr. C. L. Brody, secre­
t a r y - m a n a g e r of the Michigan S ta te 
F a r m Bureau and Mr. C. L. Nash of 
the organizat ion depa r tmen t . 

T h e ladies a re p lanning , t h r o u g h 
a n en t e r t a inmen t commit tee , to pro­
vide ice cream a n d cake a s refresh­
m e n t s a t the close of t h e meet ing . 

Several member s who were not 
p re sen t at the May meet ing a t La­
peer indicate t h a t they were very 
much disappointed, af ter hea r ing of 
t he success of t he meet ing , t h a t they 
were unable to be present and th is 
would indicate t h a t a large number 
will be in a t t endance on J u n e 13th. 

Abou t forty F a r m Bureau mem­
b e r s and the i r wives a t t ended one 
of t h e most in teres t ing F a r m B u r e a i 
mee t ings ever held in Lapeer county, 
Wednesday evening, May 16. They 

assembled a t Hotel Ba r r e t t a t 7 
o'clock for a banquet and p r o g r a m . 
The meeting was characterized 
t h r o u g h o u t by active discussion on 
the part of Lapeer County F a r m 
Bureau members , and the interes t 
manifested in organiza t ion and F a r m 
Bureau affairs was second to none 
shown in any o ther county in the 
s ta te . 

The following F a r m Bureau mem­
bers were p r e sen t : 
Mr. John S. Wilson Elba 
Mrs. John S. Wilson Elba 
Mr. Arthur Potter Lapeer 
Mrs. Arthur Potter Bapeer 
Mr. Ralph Davenport Lapeer, K. 6 
Mrs. Ralph Davenport Lapeer, R. •; 
Mr. Fred Kreiner North Branch 
Mrs. Fred Kreiner North Branch 
Mr. Dana Attica 
Mr. A. N. E '• 
Mis. A. N. Seelye Lapeer 
Mr. A. K. Chowh Attica 
Mrs A: It. Ghown Attica 
Mr. W. K. Bristol Almoin 
Mr. W. If. Bristol Almoin 
Mr. M. Caley Metamora 
Mrs. M. Caley Metamora 
Mr. A. P. Stocker Metamora 
Mrs A. P. Stocker Metamora 
Mr. Arthur \V. Martus Brown City 
.Mrs. Adeline Mdgg Browri Cits-
Mrs. Arthur W. Martus grown City 
Mr. Edw; Kohler Brown <"ity 
Mr. .lames Shepherd Imlay City 
Mrs. .lames Shepherd Imlay City 
Mr. John Bird Elba 
Mrs. John Bird Elba 
Mr. Ben Bohnsack Columbiaville 
.Mis. Ben Bolmsack Columhiaville 
Mr. Wm. .1. Van l>erMolen I 
Mr. Clinton F. Smith Lapeer, R. 4 
Mr. Wellington Dennis Attica, R. 1 
Mr. Frank .Myus Lapeer 
Mrs. Frank Myus L 
Mr. Bert Ostrander Lapeer, B. i 
Mr. Jesse Blow L 
Mr. J. M. Co* Lapeer, U. 4 
Miss Haze] Pendleton Lapeer, K. 4 
Mi. R. F. Marsh Elba, R. 1 
Mr. E. S. fvory & Son Elba, K. 1 
Mr. .lustiu Pendleton Lapeer, K. 4 

The very encouraging in te res t 
shown t h r o u g h o u t the mee t ing ex­
pressed itself in the appo in tmen t of 
the following special commi t t ee : 

id Mrs. Frank Myus Elba Twp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Ivory Had ley Twp. 
Mr. and Mis W. K Bristol. .Almoin Twp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beatty. .Oregon Twp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Young. .Attica Twp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Brown North Branch 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Raterlng..Imlay <'ity 
Mr. .'Hid Mrs. Allen Brown. .Burnside Twp. 
Mr. & .Mrs. A. P. Stocker. .Metamora Twp. 

He had been t rying all even ing t o 
summon t h e courage to tell her . I t 
was a th ing t h a t rea l ly r equ i r ed a 
g rea t deal of in t repid i ty . She w a s 
his ideal . Slim, b rown-eyed , . beau­
tiful golden ha i r . As he gazed a t 
her he finally m a d e up his mind . 

" D a r l i n g , " he said, " I love you. 
If I a sked you to be my wife w h a t 
would be t h e o u t c o m e ? " 

" I t d e p e n d s , " came t h e rep ly , 
"very m u c h on t h e i n c o m e . " 

PROF. BROWN GIVES 
ALFALFA POINTERS 

F0R3LIVE STOCK 
College Stock Gets Alfalfa 

Hay Only; Is Most 

Efficient 

Discussing his own experience 
with alfalfa, and the live stock prac­
tice a t Michigan S ta te College with 
alfalfa, Prof. George Brown, head 
of t h e an ima l h u s b a n d r y depar t ­
ment , told the Alfalfa day crowd 
t h a t he failed twice wi th alfalfa 
pr ior to 1 9 2 1 . In t h a t yea r he se­
cured genuine , Michigan a d a p t e d 
Or imm from the Michigan State 
F a r m Bureau and the field is still 
p roduc ing hay. Mr. Brown has fed 
alfalfa h a y exclusively on. his own 
farm since 1922 . 

At the S ta te College F a r m s the 
sheep, ca t t le and hogs ge t alfalfa 
hay only. The only o ther r o u g h a g e 
used is ens i lage . 

"Wi th fa t ten ing s tock , " said Mr 
Brown, " w e find t h a t alfalfa hay re 
duced cons iderably the use of high 
priced prote in concen t ra t e s . We 
consider alfalfa ind i spensab le for 
livestock for t h e fol lowing reasons 

It t akes less acres with "alfalfa. 
Alfalfa hay has in it t h e minera l s 

we want . W h y not put l ime on the 
soil for alfalfa a t 15 cents per cwt. 
and feed it in the alfalfa r a t h e r than 
pay severa l dol la rs per cwt. for 
special m i n e r a l feeds? 

Alfalfa h a y not only is a rough­
age high in prote in , bu t it ha s vi ta-
mines which a re i m p o r t a n t in di­
ges t ion. 

Mr. Brown said t h a t he consider? 
alfalfa hay best in i ts n a t u r a l s ta te , 
t h a t g r ind ing and r e d u c i n g it to 
meal is not necessary , add ing tha t 
he hopes to soon see t h e day when 
all Michigan fa rmers will depend on 
alfalfa hay . 

T a k i n g medic ine is a g r e a t bo re if 
you ' r e not very sick. 

A pol iceman stopped a girl who 
was dr iv ing a car. 

" M a d a m , " he said, "you a re 
b reak ing t h e law. Th i s is a one-way 
s t r ee t . " ** 

The g i r l commenced to cry. 
" W e l l , " she said, " I was only going 
one way, wasn ' t I ? " 

"We Serv 
Elimination of Pullman Surcharge Will Involve Loss of 
$40,000,000 to Railroads and Will Shift the Burden 

Upon Those Who Do Not Enjoy the Service 
THE Senate Committee has reported out favorably the Robinson bill 

eliminating the Pullman surcharge. This action, while apparently a popular one, is 
class legislation and as such is bound to involve losses not only to the railroads, but to 
the traveling public who ride in the day coaches and to a number of communities «*»*r 
now enjoy sleeping car service. 

T O t h e Rai lroads, it invo lves immediate ly a l o s s o f $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n 
revenue annually, which will have to be made up somehow. The surcharge is the only 
revenue that the railroads get for the hauling of the heavier equipment and the inci­
dental special service of parking this equipment at the stations and in coach yards. In 
fact, the railroads have always had to pay to the Pullman Company a certain small 
charge for the mileage of each Pullman car and besides a guarantee of a certain mini­
mum of return covering a period of years. All of the returns for berths, e tc , go to the 
Pullman Company excepting the surcharge. 

T H E surcharge w a s f o u n d necessary by the U n i t e d States Rai lroad A d m i n i ­
stration. Its continuance has been recommended by the Interstate Commerce Commis­
sion after an exhaustive study of the entire question of passenger travel returns. 

THE Pullman sleeping car after all is a hotel on wheels. It provides an 
unusual service. It represents a heavy investment per passenger. The berth charge 
and the surcharge of 50 per cent (which latter is the onlv revenue the railroads derive 
from this high class service) together, are not out of line with the charge for a room 
in a modern high class hotel. 

SINCE the Pullman sleeping car passenger enjoys greater comfort than 
does the passenger in the day coach, he should expect to pay for the added comfort. 
The Pullman passenger is allotted two and one half times as much space as the person 
riding in the day coach. The car weight per passenger of the average day coach— 
assuming that it is filled—is about 6,800 pounds. The car weight per passenger of the 
average Pullman sleeping car—assuming that sleeper is filled—is about 12,260 pounds. 
The cost to the railroad of hauling a sleeping car passenger is, therefore, approximately 
twice as much. Should not the sleeping car passenger pay for these additional privi­
leges to the passenger and the obligations devolving upon the railroads? 

ANOTHER illustration: The sleeping car lines to Michigan resorts in 
summer and to Florida or California resorts in the winter, are seasonal movements. The 
travel is all in one direction, which means that the return movement is an empty one. 

RAILROADS have only two main sources of income—passenger revenues 
mnd freight revenues, 

THE wiping out of $40,000,000 annually in passenger revenues involved 
in the abolition of the surcharge on Pullman fares must inevitably do one of three things 

COUNTY GROUPS 
BUILDING SERVICE 

FOR MEMBERSHIP 
County Groups In Districts 

With Service Man 

Find Favor 

Membersh ip group conferences be­
lieve in t h e plan of F a r m Bureau 
supplies , etc. , if the expression of 
those a t t e n d i n g recent County F a r m 
Bureau conferences at St. J o h n s , Ann 
Arbor , Ka lamazoo , F r e m o n t and Im­
lay City is to be used as a guide. 

At these meet ings the possibility 
of t he F a r m Bureau ex tend ing its 
business services to a n o t h e r com­
modity was discussed. The confer­
ences all voted that the p lan of F a r m 
Bureau b rand Commodi ty is the 
r ight of way to handle t h e business . 

The* groups also endorsed the 
idea of organizing g roups of County 
F a r m ^Bureau into d is t r ic ts , with 
a dis tr ict organizat ion rep resen ta t ive 
from t h e S ta te F a r m B u r e a u and 
asked j h a t a r r a n g e m e n t s be made to 
presen t thjs to each County F a r m 
Bureau board. Plans a r e unde r 
way to se t up two such d is t r ic t s ; 
one in t h e central par t of the s t a te , 
con ta in ing counties ad jacen t to Clin­
ton and ano the r cen te r ing about. 
Newaygo and Mecosta counties . 
About six or seven coant ies will con­
s t i tu t e a distr ict . I t is believed tha t 
be t te r service to members will resul t 
and also a more efficient method of 

hand l ing membersh ip ma in t enance . 
Repor t s from many of the count ies 

showed a disposit ion on the pa r t of 
County F a r m Bureau Boa rds to ar­
range for services to m e m b e r s . In 
several count ies special cont rac ts 
have been secured. 

The in te res t shown by those a t ­
t end ing was good and t h e feeling 
was often expressed t h a t a s an or­
ganizat ion t h e F a r m B u r e a u was 
never in a be t t e r posi t ion to serve ite 
members . As fast as feasible the 
ideas worked out in these confer­
ences will be rounded into shape . 

W h e a t Is Harvested 
Every Month In^Year 

J a n u a r y — A u s t r a l i a , New Zealand, 
Argen t ina , Chile. 

F e b r u a r y — I n d i a . 
March—Ind ia , Upper Egypt . 
Apr i l—Lower Egypt , Syria, Per ­

sia. 
May—Algeria , Texas , F lo r ida . 
June—Greece , I ta ly , Spain, South-

CLASSIFIED 
EIGHT WEEKS PULL.ET8 FROM OUR 

own breeding flock of targe type White 
Leghorns, blood tes ted and Michigan Ac­
credited. Si^ed entirely by pedigreed 
cockerels. Lowden Farms located near 
Pleasant Lake, Address Munith. Mich. 

S-15-32-71-tf 

W E HAVE A LIMITED SUPPLY 
of those all wool b l anke t s , makes a 
mighty nice comfor table cover on 
these cool n igh ts . Sizes 60x80; color 
b lue ' g ray a t only $5.00 each. 
Michigan Sta te F a r m Bureau Cloth­
ing Depa r tmen t , 221 N. Cedar St., 
Lans ing , Mich. 

ORDER- BINDER TWINE NOW 
T h e demand for Michigan State Indus t r ies b inder twine , m a d e 

at Jackson , is a lways heavy. Sometimes t h e supply becomes 
l imited. Therefore, we suggest t ha t you see your 
co-operat ive association m a n a g e r a t once and 
order your 192S needs . 

T h e Michigan F a r m B u r e a u Supply Service 
handles Jackson twine because it is t h e best . 
I t is one of t he few STANDARD YUCATAN 
SISAL TWINES con ta in ing long f ibre . 

W e a re offering J a c k s o n twine in two s izes— 
the old five pound ball and the new 8 pound 
ball , i l lus t ra ted h e r e . The 8 pound bal l fits 
and works nicely in a n y can t h a t ho lds a 5 
pound ball. W e r ecommend it . 

F o r Sale By 

New 8 lb. ball 

Co-op Associations and Farm Bureau 
Dis t r i bu to r s 

e rn F r a n c e , United S ta tes south of 
40 degrees , J a p a n . 

J u l y — F r a n c e , Sou the rn Russ ia , 
N o r t h e r n United S t a t e s . 

A u g u s t — E n g l a n d , Be lg ium, Hol­
land, Germany, Canada . 

Sep tember — Canada , Scot land, 
Sweden, Russia . 

Oc tobe r—Fin l and , N o r t h e r n R u s ­
sia. 

N o v e m b e r — P e r u , South Africa. 
D e c e m b e r — B u r m a , South Aus­

t ra l i a . 

F i r s t Boy—Your fa ther mus t be 
an awful m e a n m a n — h i m a shoe­
m a k e r and m a k i n ' you wear t h e m 
old boots . 

Second B o y — H e ' s no th in ' to w h a t 
your fa ther i3—him a dent i s t a n d 
your baby only got one tooth . 

Casey and Murphy stood looking 
Into a j ewele r ' s window. 

"Casey , " a sked Murphy, " h o w ' d 
you l ike to have y o u r pick h e r e ? " 

" S u r e , " responded Casey, " I ' d 
r a t h e r have my shove l . " 

Feed More Salt 
Are you losing profi ts by u n d e r sa l t ing 

your s tock? Most f a rmer s a re . Salt is t he 
most va luab le and one of t he cheapes t of all 
feed ma te r i a l s . Feed e n o u g h sal t and your 
s tock will t a k e on weight fas ter , give more 
milk and s tay hea l th ie r . 

Be h u m a n e . Don ' t let your stock go sa l t 
h u n g r y ! 

Feed More Non-Caking Salt 
AND AVOID H A R D F E E L I N G S 

This bag of lime costs cents 
but means DOLLARS toyou / 

A few cents spent for Solvay brings back many 
dollars from increased crops. Solvay sweetens 
sour soil,brings it quickly to rich productiveness. 
Be sure you order Solvay—it's the best lime dollar for 
dollar you can buy. High test, furnace dried, finely 
ground, will not burn—in 100 lb. bags or in bulk. 

Write for the new illustrated booklet to 
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1. Result in cutting down of passenger train service now provided by 
American Railroads; 

2. Restricting sleeping car service on the less prosperous lines; 

3. Or, shifting the burden of the loss upon the shippers of freight, 

ANY one of these expedients is unfair to the general public, that section 
who ride in the day coaches. 

IT is a good principle of business at all times to require the person who 
enjoys a special service to pay for that special service. 

T H E Pul lman surcharge requires just that. 

T H E abol i t ion of the* surcharge, therefore, const i tutes class or sumptuary 
legislation, which is not desirable in this day and age. 

T H E railroads d o n o t object to g o v e r n m e n t a l regulat ion b y the proper 
tribunal—the Interstate Commerce Commission — constituted to deal with the trans­
portation industry exclusively. 

W R I T E y o u r senator or congres sman to-day protest ing against this 
uneconomic and unfair measure. 

MICHIGAN RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 

FOR HORSES OR TRACTOR 
Here's the implement that will be used more days and in more ways than any other 
on your farm. A n d , here's the book which fully describes it, outlines its many uses, 
and discusses good seed bed preparation in general. Write for it—it's FREE-
ply ask for "Soil Sense ." 

t DUNHAM 

I 
Michigan Farm Bureau Supply Service 

Lansing, Michigan 

Note These Low Prices FOR CORN A N D OTHER ROW 
CROPS 

The wheel shown here can be purchas­
ed for converting your Culti-Packer 
into the finest Rotary Hoe—the Dun­
ham Culti-Hoe. Or you can buy the 
Culti-Hoe as a separate implement. 
Use it on corn up to 8 or 9 inches and 
on mint, beets, beans, etc. Write for 
folder describing its many uses. (Culti-
Hoe is Dunham's registered trade­
mark.) 

No. 

50 
52 
56 

L e n g t h 
Over-all, 

Inches 

Actual 
Rol l ing 

Capacity, 
Inches 

W e i g h t , 
P o u n d s 

Number 
of 

Wheels 
Number 

of 
Horses 

86 
98 
110 

74 
86 
98 

950 
1050 
1175 

f a r m b u r e a u 
P r i ce 

Comple te 
f.o.b., Be rea , O. 

37 
43 
49 

2 or 3 
• 1 5 9 . 9 5 
• 1 6 9 . 0 0 
•177 .00 

* n i * m* ™ * ^ . ^ J l ' w h e e , s l o , n c h d i e t e r . 
• D e d u c t $4 .00 for Cu l t i -Packer if w a n t e d w i thou t foreoari iage a n d sea t . P r i ces a r e f. o. b . B e r e a O. 

H-Packers enjoy fifth c lass f r e igh t—your freight a g e n t can tel l you t h e a m o u n t of f re ight 

R e a r whee l s 12 inch d i a m e t e r , 
r eea r r i age and 

....,..., . . .v. . . — , . . . . „ , . , — f V W He igh t a g e n t c a 
Convenient s tocks of Cu l t i -Packe , s a r e ca r r i ed in va r ious local i t ies t h r o u g h o u t Michigan. 
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