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Gramoxone
Supet.
It's Paraquat Bt Its Best.

Paraquat. It’s the product growers have used for over 20 years, for
effectiveness and economy. No other herbicide can do so much for
so little.

Now, with the introduction of GRAMOXONE® SUPER herbicide,
it’s easier than ever for you to take advantage of paraquat’s proven
performance.

As a broad-spectrum contact herbicide, GRAMOXONE SUPER
controls virtually every annual grass or broadleaf weed you've got.

It gets the job done fast, in just one or two days. It’s labeled for over
100 different crops and other noncrop uses, and for use in more tank mixes
than any other contact herbicide.

And it’s rainfast within 30 minutes of application. You get all this
with GRAMOXONE SUPER. And you get it at a very low cost.

What’s New About GRAMOXONE SUPER? Plenty.

® New rates.
® New easier-to-use formulation.
® New more convenient package.
This season, control tough weeds fast at a down-to-earth cost, with

new, easier-to-handle GRAMOXONE SUPER. It’s paraquat at its best.

For more information, see your participating Countrymark Member

Association today.
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GROMOXONE® SUPER is a restricted use pesticide
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It's the time of the year when farmers
like Alan Garner of Ingham County
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season ahead.
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President’s Message

1987 Farm Credit Objectives

Current forecasts suggest that by the end of this year, total agricultural
debt will be down approximately 15% from its 1982 peak. This will help
restore the industry to sound financial footing. However, major challenges
still exist in agricultural finance.

Certainly, we can be proud of our accomplishments in support of two
tier debt restructuring. Based on our 1986 policy, we called for and got
greater regulatory flexibility for lenders to work out debt restructuring plans
for troubled borrowers. Our farmer organization took the lead in getting
bank regulations relaxed and changed to permit needed refinancing and
restructuring.

Actions by federal bank regulators to give commercial banks more
flexibility to restructure some agricultural loans are to be commended. We
are hopeful that all lenders will pursue vigorous debt restructuring
wherever possible.

Through their policy action at the American Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting in January, the national body of farmer delegates again focused

attention on the need to maintain agricultural credit as a high priority issue.

Representing our farmer members in the AFBF policy session, our
Michigan delegation voted to approve AFBF policy calling for continuation

of the Farmers Home Administration as the lender for individuals who can-

not obtain credit elsewhere. Our 1987 agricultural credit policy also calls
for FmHA to institute graduated interest rates that slowly reach current
market rates and expansion of the guaranteed loan and debt adjustment
program.

In addition, delegates reaffirmed their belief that preservation of the
Farm Credit System is in the long-term best interest of agriculture. To
assure this, the 1987 AFBF policy calls upon the Farm Credit System to
adhere to the following principles: “(1) continuation of a borrower-
controlled organization; (2) decentralization to the maximum extent feas-
ible; (3) lending limited to farmers and their cooperatives; (4) full
disclosure of financial condition; (5) protection of the value of member-
borrower stock; (6) pursuit of meaningful and effective restructuring of
member-borrower loans; and (7) prompt infusion of federal government
capital as needed.”

Another key element of our 1987 Ag Credit Policy supports creation
of a secondary mortgage market for quality farm mortgages. Creation of a
secondary market could be a major step in assuring that the future credit
needs of our industry are met. (See the story in Tips and Trends on page
21 for more information).

We can be proud of our foresight in developing the policy which
resulted in last year's accomplishments. | believe this year’s ag credit
resolution has even more potential. It will take your involvement and sup-

port to reach that goal.
} .

Jack Laurie, President
Michigan Farm Bureau

Seeds

BMOn Feb. 3, President Laurie
met with representatives of
cherry producing states at the
International Cherry Industry
Meeting in Traverse City, Mich.

M President Laurie met with
representatives of Michigan live-
stock commodity organizations
on Feb. 9 at FB Center to dis-
cuss environmental concerns.

B On Feb. 16, President Laurie
attended the MSU Farm and
Food Policy Conference in Lan-
sing. The ninth annual con-
ference focused on the eco-
nomic and political factors in-
fluencing farm and trade pol-
icies.

M President Laurie delivered the
State of the Companies mes-
sage to county FB presidents at-
tending the 1987 Presidents’
Conference in Lansing, Feb.
19-20.

B President Laurie joined farmers
from throughout the state to
participate in the Governor's
Conference on Agriculture at
the Lansing Radisson Hotel and
Convention Center, Feb. 25-26.
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THE

Elton F Smlth

ENDOWED CHAIR

As a farmer and as president of the Michigan
Farm Bureau, Elton R. Smith dedicated more than a
half century to improving economic opportunities
for agriculture. His dynamic leadership for all of
agriculture was especially evident in his support of
agricultural research and study at Michigan State
University.

No more fitting tribute could be given to Elton R.
Smith than the creation of the Elton R. Smith En-
dowed Chair for the Study of Food and Agricultural
Policy at the state’s land grant univer-
sity.

The Elton R. Smith Endowed Chair
at Michigan State University will be
supported by annual earnings from
the invested principal in perpetuity.
These earnings will be used annually
to assist in supporting an academic
position within the Department of
Agricultural Economics in the College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Endowed chairs not only retain and
reward outstanding faculty, but also
provide an excellent opportunity to
attract world renowned researchers.
Being offered the opportunity to fill

an endowed chair is an accomplishment all faculty
strive to achieve.

Each of us has a role in assuring that the creation
of the Smith Endowed Chair becomes a reality.

Please lend your support to this effort. Your gift
will represent your personal tribute to a dedicated
and distinguished agricultural leader — a tribute that
will extend to future generations.

You may wish to consider membership in the
Farm Bureau “22 Club.” As a member of this elite
group, your name will be entered into
a bound volume which will be main-
tained at Farm Bureau Center.
Membership requires a $110.00 com-
mitment to the endowment fund.
That'san annual contribution of one
dollar for each year that Elton served
as MFB president, pledge for a five
year period.

To contribute, complete the
pledge form below and return with
your check or money order to:

Elton R. Smith Endowed Chair
c/o MSU Development Fund
4700 South Hagadorn, #20
East Lansing, MI 48823-9982

A Lasting Tribute to Leadership

YES! 'We want to participate in establishing the ELTON R. SMITH ENDOWED CHAIR in Food and

Agricultural Policy.
( )I/We pledge/ / $10/ / $25/ / %50/ /1 %

anmlaily for the next

years for a total contribution of $

years (up to five

() UWe want to be part of the 22 Club. Here is my check for $22. Bill me $22 a year for the next four years.
( ) YWe want to be part of the 22 Club. Here is my check for $110.

( ) Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of $

Please make your check payable to Michigan State Umverstty

Name (Please Print)

Home Telephone Number

Address City

Zip Code County
A130145/7ESC




Legislative Review
e

FB Urges More Compensation for Flood Losses

Washington

Expanded Disaster Program Eli-

gibility — In testimony before
the House Agriculture Subcommittee
on Wheat, Soybeans and Feed-
grains, MFB Director of Public Affairs
Al Almy urged prompt and favorable
consideration of H.R. 904 to amend
the 1986 disaster program. Almy
told the subcommittee that MFB sup-
ports expanding the program to in-
clude eligibility for dairy and livestock
producers who lost their hay crop in
1986 due to excessive rains or who
lost newly seeded and established
hay fields. Further, MFB seeks
authorization of an additional $400
million for the disaster program to
assure producers of meaningful com-
pensation for their losses.

Unemployment Compensation

for Flood Disaster Victims —
The U.S. Department of Labor has
relaxed unemployment compensation
eligibility guidelines which may result
in benefit payments to diversified ag-
ricultural producers who were af-
fected by the 1986 flood disaster.
Diversified agricultural producers are
identified as those farmers who raise
both livestock and crops.

According to the Michigan Em-
ployment Security Commission,
1400 previously denied claims are
scheduled for review. Those diver-
sified farmers who did not file for
disaster benefits in 1986, can still
make application for the benefit
period at local MESC offices. Eligibil-
ity will be reviewed on a case by case
basis.

Harkin Bill — U.S. Senators
Harkin and Gephart have rein-
troduced an updated version of their

1986 farm policy proposal that
would place U.S. producers of 16
farm program commodities under a
nationwide supply management pro-
gram. The bill proposes:

*A producer referendum for each
commodity; wheat and feed grains
jointly.

*Elimination of target prices and
diversion payments.

*A 70% parity loan rate for 1987
with annual increases thereafter.

*National marketing quotas by
commodity established by the sec-
retary of agriculture.

* Acreage set aside requirements
up to 35% per farm based on re-
ported planting intentions.

*Marketing certificates must be
used to market commodities.

¢ A family farm debt and mediation
program.

*A nine-month period for the pres-
ident to enter into multilateral nego-
tiations on world market prices and
shares. If no agreement is reached,
the secretary of agriculture would be
mandated to use export PIK or cash
subsidies to maintain exports.

AFBF economists are currently
reviewing the Harkin proposal. O

Lansing

The State of the State 1987 —

Governor Blanchard’s State of
the State message before a joint ses-
sion of the Legislature, state officers
and high court justices was significant
because 1987 is Michigan's Sesqui-
centennial. In 1837, Michigan'’s first
governor, Stevens T. Mason, as-
serted that “no country has ever
been settled by more enterprising, in-
telligent and industrious citizens.” In
the Sesquicentenniel Year State of
the State message, the state’s 45th
governor, James Blanchard, pro-

claimed that “the spirit of Michigan
and the people of Michigan have led
us to the forefront of American ideas
and prosperity.”

Gov. James J. Blanchard, Michigan's 45th
governor, delivered the Sesquicentennial
Year State of the State message.

The 19-minute speech briefly sum-
marized the official 64-page docu-
ment. The governor reflected on the
achievements made in the past four
years to wipe out the state's $1.7
billion debt and bring Michigan'’s
credit rating from the worst in the na-
tion to the best; and to reduce the
unemployment rate from 17.3% to
less than 8% .

Pointing to agriculture as the sec-
ond largest industry in the state, he
reviewed the state's programs to as-
sist financially distressed farmers
($139 million in low interest loans
during the last two years) and pro-
vide disaster assistance to victims of
the 1986 floods, freezes and droughts
($200 million no-interest loan pro-
gram established in 1986).

He cited other programs to assist
agricultural producers and improve

(continued on page 19)
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Qhvittionto—traved

Holland/Germany/Austria/Liechtenstein/Switzerland/France/Belgium

Here’s a group travel opportunity
that you can share with other Farm
Bureau members as you visit the Olde
World cities and picturesque coun-
trysides of Holland, Germany, Austria,
Liechtenstein, Switzerland, France
and Belgium. The FARM BUREAU
CONTINENTAL TOUR, scheduled to
depart July 11 and return July 25, is a
totally escorted European travel vaca-
tion designed for Michigan Farm
Bureau members only. Convenient de-
partures are planned from Lansing
and Grand Rapids.

The FARM BUREAU TRAVEL SER-
VICE has limited the size of this tour,
so you’ll share the memories of your
summer in Europe with a small group
of fellow travelers.

Call one of our experienced travel
consultants, Mary Beth or Joyce,
using the Farm Bureau Travel Service
toll-free line, or clip the request form
below to receive the FARM BUREAU
CONTINENTAL tour brochure.

THERE’'S MORE TO COME! Watch
for information in the coming months
about Farm Bureau Travel Service
tours to Hawaii, New Zeeland, and
Australia!

Name

i — —— ——— — ——— — — ———— — — — ——— —— — ——— i — ——

Please rush me the full-color information brochure describing the
FARM BUREAU CONTINENTAL tour to Holland, Germany, Austria,
Liechenstein, Switzerland, France and Belgium.

FARM BuUlreau
Continental

July 11 through July 25, 1987
Call toll-free 1-800-331-1729
In Grand Rapids, call 452-9556

FARM BUREAU TRAVEL SERVICE pro-
vides personalized, money-saving travel
packages to vacation destinations
throughout the world. Use your FARM
BUREAU TRAVEL SERVICE member-only
benefit whenever you travel!

And be sure to find out more about our
Deep Discount Travel program offering
savings of up to 50%. Just ask for the
Deep Discount Desk when you call.

Address

City/Town
State

Zip Code

MFB Membership #

Mail to: Farm Bureau Travel Service, 2421 Eastern Avenue,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507,



BEHIND THE DESK

Approach to Farm Business

T hat’s the philosophy of

— . Ingham County young farmer

“If YOII’I'C not sitting behind your Alan Garner. He admits it’s a
. philosophy that some people ques-

desk, at your banker’s desk or talking tion, but that hase't stopped hin

» $ from following it himself. Even dur-
to a potential landlord or business ottt e
contact the first thing in the morn- Ay e s eact Cak Ve
ing, then you’d better double-check Since 1977, Gamer, 29, has al-
y . most single-handedly taken the family
and ﬁnd out What YOI] re tfy1ng to farm of 200 acres into a 2,000-acre
9 ) operation. The success of his busi-
dO. ness-like approach is apparent.

Garner’s innovative management
practices and his numerous activities
in farm and community organizations
were major factors in his selection as
the Michigan winner of the 1986
American Soybean Association

N Young Leader award.
|y Garner represents District V and
FHR , ' : ' serves as first vice-chairperson on the
M s - y Michigan Farm Bureau State Young
Farmer Committee. He is also the

0/1”5 V/LZE M /[H i L A " third member of the executive com-

mittee of the Ingham County Farm
Bureau.

He attended Michigan State Uni-
versity, but left in 1977 before com-
pleting his degree. “At that time,
agriculture was booming and I got
caught up in the syndrome,” he
says. “But many of the farms that |
thought would never be sold in my
lifetime have already been sold
twice.”

When Garner reached the 1,000-
acre mark in 1981, his father took
early retirement and entered a 60-40
partnership with his son.

8 RURAL LIVING, MARCH 1987



Garner increased the farm’s size
through some unconventional
methods. “I definitely purchased
ground at the high point. But for-
tunately, in buying real estate, the
purchase price isn’t as important as
the terms. And | wrote some very
good terms for myself,” Garner says.
He credits his creative purchase
agreements as the main reason that
he's been able to hold onto his land.
He negotiated interest-only payments
in one case, and increasing interest
schedules starting at 6% with a ceil-
ing at less than 10% in another case.

He also maintains a balance be-
tween buying and renting ground.
Currently, the ratio is approximately
one-third owned and two-thirds
rented. “1 don't think anyone can
really justify owning more than 30%
of what they farm,” he says. “With
land values of $1,000 an acre,
you're looking at $200 a year an
acre, plus the interest payment. | can
rent the same ground for $60 to $70
an acre. So a lot of money can be
saved just by writing long-term
leases.”

Garner says he attempts to “be on
the cutting edge of technology” with
things that will make his operation
more cost efficient. But that does not
mean scrapping successful past man-
agement practices to adopt new ones.

In 1986, he monitored DuPont
pre-emergence herbicides and post-
emergence herbicide in a portion of
his soybean acreage. He is now an-
alyzing the results to determine if he
will alter his herbicide program.

His normal program has been to
apply a tank mix of herbicides sep-
arate from tillage and planting. [ feel
that we have greater flexibility that
way. We're able to fine-tune the
chemical rates to our soil types from
one field to another,” he says.

Garner's previous fertilizer field
trials convinced him to switch his
soybean fertilization program. His fer-
tility program for soybeans is aimed
at producing the highest economic
yields.

““I definitely purchased
ground at the high
point. But fortunately,
in buying real estate,
the purchase price isn’t
as important as the
terms. . .1 wrote some
very good terms.”’

Garner reviews product specifications for a
new pre-emergence herbicide with DuPont
sales representative Dan Dawes (right).

“I've always kept on top of soil
testing,” he says. “However, | began
to get frustrated when my tests
showed that | didn't need any fer-
tilizer for ground that | planned on
rotating to beans. Even though |
didn’t feel comfortable with the
recommendation, | tried it for a year
or two and just wasn’t happy with
my yields.”

He began comparing yields among
plots not fertilized, those receiving
small amounts of fertilizer, those
receiving bulk spread fertilizer and
those with in-row fertilizing.

“I found that | received my top
yields and maximum net income
when [ fertilized much the same way
as | do with my corn crop,” he says.
“l could see as much as a five-bushel
advantage over non-fertilized beans,
particularly in lighter soil.”

He spreads 100 pounds of potash
bulk in the fall and applies 7-23-5
starter fertilizer at 30 pounds of
phosphorus per acre in the row with
his planter. In a few cases, Garner
has sidedressed soybeans using 40 to
50 pounds of nitrogen. “That’s only
economically justified when the
spring is very wet and cold, when
the plant can't set its nodules on the
roots properly,” he says.

His field tests also have made him
a believer in cultivating all of his soy-
bean acres twice, whether there's a
weed problem or not. “I've seen at
least a two-bushel advantage per
acre.” On his second pass he runs
the cultivator a little more shallow,
just to make sure that he doesn’t
disturb the plant's root system.

Garner has two bases of operation,
one west of Mason and the home
farm about 20 miles southeast. He
expanded to the Mason area for two
reasons: better soil types and less
competition for renting ground. O

MARCH 1987, RURAL LIVING




orget granny’s recipe for spring

tonic! This spring a better rem-

edy for lagging spirits is the
sixth annual National Agriculture
Week television special, “Farmers

.Entrepreneurs.”

Nashville entertainer Louise Man-
drell narrates the half hour special
which airs on some 135 stations na-
tionwide during National Agriculture
Week (March 15-21). The program
features three farmers who are
building a positive future through in-
novative marketing, management
and association work: California
winemaker and orchardist Dwight
Caswell employs innovative mar-
keting techniques such as a “wine of
the month club” to turn a profit;
lowa purebred breeder Dave Nichols
studies management techniques and
applies them to his farming opera-
tion; Tom and Maralee Johnson of
[llinois work hard on soybean market
development through the American
Soybean Association.

Through their stories, the bigger
story of American agriculture is told,
and television viewers across the na-
tion gain an awareness of and ap-
preciation for American agriculture.

Marketing is the Key

As a commercial photographer in
California’s Napa Valley, Dwight
Caswell, Sebastopol, Ca., became
seriously interested in winemaking.
Some five years ago, he and his

Entvep’l/m@m

family (including father Dwight, Sr.,
mother, Helen, and three brothers)
looked hard for an opportunity to

purchase a farm of their own. They
found 64 acres in Sonoma County.

Dwight decided from the outset to
market his own product directly to
the consumer. He makes unique
products such as mead (honey wine)
and fermented apple cider, as well as
traditional varietal table wines, in-
cluding Chardonnay, Sauvignon
Blanc, Pinot Noir, Claret and Zin-
fandel.

Gradually developing a loyal cli-
entele, their marketing program be-
gan modestly with a harvest party for
friends. From this a mailing list was
developed and expanded.

New product development followed
suit. In addition to wines, the Cas-
wells started to produce jams and
jellies, unusual flavors such as cin-
namon apple, rose geranium, anise
plum and ginger pear.

Dwight comments on the impor-
tance of marketing: “Right now |
think marketing is almost everything
in agriculture. If we didn't have a
good marketing program, we wouldn’t
be making any money at all.”

A really big marketing idea that
has paid off has been the “Wine of
the Month Club” modeled after the

“Book of the Month” club. The
Caswell recipe for success is a simple
one: hard work and imagination.
The family is optimistic about the
future. They plan to expand, and
stay on the marketing offensive.

Executive Farmer

The Dave Nichols story is a man-
agement story with emphasis on em-
ployee relations. Dave's unique style
of farming came out of a crisis sev-
eral years ago.

Dave’s brother and partner, Lee,
passed away. Demoralized, Dave
considered selling out. But he asked
his employees if they wanted to take
up the challenge of running the farm.
They did, He delegated responsibil-
ities. Dave and his team have built
Nichols Farms into one of the leading
purebred operations in the U.S.

In addition to being a top-notch
employee relations manager, Dave is
a bit of a visionary. His latest idea
has enormous potential: “We started
a company called Ranch Connec-
tion. We're selling low cholesterol,
low calorie beef that has less cho-
lesterol and less fat in it than baked
haddock with no butter!”

Dave shares a very positive vision
of agriculture’s future with viewers: *I
think agriculture’s going to move to
higher plateaus. It's so exciting, 1

(continued on page 17)
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A ‘“‘Good Day’’ for Farm Bureau

““The Farm Bureau has
already managed the
miracle of leading and
speaking for farmers
who farm everything

from lumber to cattle to
catfish.”’

FAarRMi
BUIreau

Editor’s Note: Jan. 24 was indeed a “Good Day” for Farm Bureau mem-
bers throughout the nation. For those who tuned in to Paul Harvey’s Satur-
day broadcast, pride in their organization swelled as the national radio per-
sonality praised the Farm Bureau organization and Farm Bureau people for
their commitment to rural values. With Paul Harvey'’s permission, the Rural
Living editors invite you to read the text of that radio program printed
below:

of all organizations dedicated to the quality of rural living. On my desk

was a copy of current Farm Bureau policies. And as | read about the
precepts and purposes of this organization, I found myself reading about
progress based on freedom with responsibility . . . responsibility based on
moral and religious concepts. . . individual opportunity rather than
guaranteed security . . .and helping to elect people who share these fun-
damental beliefs and principles.

Suddenly I realized that | am reading what dues-paying, grass-roots
Americans have always believed in and died for. In this document | read
specific guidelines on family, national security, law enforcement, property
rights. | am reading an American Manifesto. What we stand for and what
we will not stand for.

Frustrated Americans of recent generations have felt their country slipping
away from them and felt they had nowhere to turn for help. Most of the
once-honored organizations have atrophied or become impotent. Not this
one. The Farm Bureau is as vigorous, as virile, as united as ever in defense
of the American-ism.

The Farm Bureau has everything it needs — except the numbers. As our
nation’s farm population dwindles, so has its clout in Washington. Then |
realized you don’t have to be a practicing farmer to belong to the Farm
Bureau and to support its objectives. Imagine what would happen if our
Bureau leadership speaking not for 3.3 million — but for 50 million
Americans — could confront the compromisers.

But you fear you'd never get that many free-wheeling individualist to stay
in line behind any leader, Don't be too sure. The Farm Bureau has already
managed the miracle of leading and speaking for farmers who farm every-
thing from lumber to cattle to cotton to catfish.

If they can embrace that polyglot minority, they can organize our disor-
ganized majority . . .against all our enemies, foreign and domestic.

The silent majority has a valid, established, credible voice. That voice
needs only to be amplified.

Call us city folks who will kick in (annual dues) and who believe as you
do — call us your Farm Bureau auxiliary, if you like. But let us help you to
help us to outmaneuver, out-legislate, out-shout the homegrown ingrates
and the hyphenated intruders who refuse to re-pledge their allegiance.

We don’t need another “organization.” QOur nation already has too many
organizations. What we need i~ to breathe fire into the belly of this most
respected one — before the 1~ly crack in that grand old handmade bell gets
any wider.

I was preparing to address a convention of the Farm Bureau, the largest

MARCH 1987, RURAL LIVING
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Rural Values Keep Farm Bureau Strong

The people of Farm Bureau —
people who believe in the same
things they do — that's why Jim and
Madeline Vantine of Oakland County
belong. It's why they joined over 30
years ago and it's why they still be-
long today.

It was people that attracted the
Vantines to their neighborhood Com-
munity Action Group back in the
early 50s. With that experience as
their “launching pad,” they soon
became a vital part of Oakland
County Farm Bureau's leadership
team. Jim served as county president
for five years and almost became a
tradition as head of the county’s
membership campaign.

“l was membership chairman for
100 years," he jokes.

Certainly, Jim’'s “100 years” of
leading the annual membership cam-
paign earned him a rest, but the
Vantines' zest for life makes them
scoff at the idea of retirement.

Their love of Farm Bureau people
made the MFB annual meeting a so-
cial highlight of the year for them
and they haven’t missed a single one
since they joined the organization.
They have also attended AFBF an-
nual meetings in various parts of the
nation, including Hawaii, for the past
17 consecutive years.

“We've met the nicest people and
made the greatest friends through
Farm Bureau,” Jim says. “It's know-
ing all these people, people who be-
lieve in the same things we do, that
makes belonging an experience we
wouldn't trade for anything in the
world.

“Belonging to Farm Bureau is a
tradition we wouldn't think of break-
ing. It's just part of our lives.”

Leaders for the Future

MFB's legislative clout has long
been recognized in the political
arenas in both Lansing and Wash-
ington, D.C. That influence has also
impacted the organization’s member-
ship growth.

“The strongest reason why | joined
Farm Bureau is its legislative
abilities,” says Dean Smith, who was

named MFB'’s Distinguished Young
Farmer at last year’s state annual
meeting.

“Farm Bureau and its Young
Farmer program gives young farmers
an insight into how legislative issues
are carried out and gives young peo-
ple an edge over others who are not
involved in a similar program,” Dean
says. “I've been able to talk with leg-
islators in Lansing and to participate
in the Washington Legislative
Seminar.

“The organization itself is unique in
a lot of ways,” he adds. “It grooms
young people to be the organization’s
and agriculture’s future leaders.

“Since joining Farm Bureau. I've
gained a lot of leadership abilities, in-
cluding serving on the county Farm
Bureau board of directors, being co-
host of the Channel 5 Farm and
Garden television show, serving as
county Young Farmer chairperson
and certainly this last year, being
named Distinguished Young Farmer.
That was a great reward.”

A member of a family farm part-
nership on a centennial farm near
Bay Port in Huron County, Dean
feels that in addition to gaining
leadership strengths and participating
in the organization's legislative ac-
tivities, belonging to Farm Bureau
has made him a better farmer.

“My ability to understand problems
before they arise, or to be able to
foresee some things that are coming
down within a couple years has cer-
tainly helped. Farm Bureau has done
tremendous things for me,” he says.

Serving the Forestry Industry

“Our strong agricultural suit is in
forestry and most of our potential is
there,” says Bob Wahmhoff, MFB
District 11 director, who operates a
600 acre evergreen nursery and
Christmas tree farm near Baraga.
“We wanted to become a credible
voice in the forestry area, and it was
about eight years ago when Copper
Country Farm Bureau cranked up its
forestry committee.”

Since that time, FB’s forestry
members have witnessed several leg-

islative accomplishments, including
establishment of the Forest Products
Industry Development Council, the
personal property tax exemption for
wood harvesting equipment, farm-log
plates for logging trucks, P.A. 116
designation for Christmas tree planta-
tions and funding for forest improve-
ment, disease and insect control and
research,

Bob feels strongly that FB's in-
volvement in the UP forest industry
has created a stronger tie between
those who manage the land for food
and those who manage it for trees.
One common area of concern has
been the Ottawa National Forest
Management Plan.

The plan called for designating a
major portion of the Ottawa National
Forest as a wilderness area. Part of
the plan suggested 50% of the forest
be managed under the semiprimitive
classification, which would have cur-
tailed all future tree harvesting on
one-half of the forest's total acreage.

“Copper Country Farm Bureau
developed a position paper on the
management plan and mailed it to
the county FB membership, encour-
aging them to mail letters to Ottawa
Forest personnel,” Bob says. “We
worked very closely with the Mich-
igan United Conservation Club, the
Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club and the
Michigan Association of Timbermen.
As a result of Copper Country's cam-
paign, the plan received the most let-
ters of any forest plan in the United
States and the plan which did
emerge was amended to reflect
many of our suggestions.”

An Important Plus

Philip Dakin of Caro is an
associate member who first joined
Farm Bureau in 1981 after he com-
pared auto and home insurance rates
and coverages and found that FBIG
offered the best. He joined the Com-
munity Action Group in his neigh-
borhood because he thought it would
give him an added insight into his job
as district conservationist for the Soil
Conservation Service.

(continued on page 17)

12

RURAL LIVING, MARCH 1987




AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER
FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
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APPLY NOW FOR YOUR FREE
FIRST YEAR VISA' MEMBERSHIP

o Free First Year Annual Membership Fee
Second Year only $12.00

e Cash Advance 24-hours a day
Almost 3000 Automatic Teller Machines in Michigan alone

o Credit Card Checks
Consolidate your credit cards or use for revolving credit purchases

¢ $100,000 Common Carrier Travel &
Accident Insurance

o Car Rental Discounts at Avis®, Hertz®
Corporation, and National Car Rental®

e Prepayment Option
Allows you to skip up to 3 consecutive payments

e Exclusive Offer

Available only to Farm Bureau members
with current membership

You've asked us for a special Farm Bureau
credit card—in response, we've put together a
truly exciting program. This program is a special
offer only available to Farm Bureau members.
With this card, you'll have the exclusive opportu-
nity to show your involvement with the Michigan
Farm Bureau, and you'll receive the unique fea-
tures that make this card more than just another
line of credit.

So don't delay—complete your application
today and start enjoying the advantages of your
Farm Bureau VISA card.

[l £ foredt

Administrative Director

To apply for your Farm Bureau Money Key ™
VISA" complete the application on the reverse
side, then mail in the postage paid envelope in-
cluded in this magazine.

| Farm Bureau | First of Citibank

Credit Card Comparison Money Key VISA America VISA Discover VISA®
Annual Membership Fee | $12 $20 None at this time $20
Annual Percentage Rate 18% 18% 19.8% 19.8%

3%*, minimum 4%*, minimum 3.33%*, minimum | $20 (under $720),
Minimum Monthly Payment of $10 of $10 of $20 2.77%* (over $720)
Prepayment Option Yes No Yes No ¥ ]

$.95 2% of advance,

Cash Advance Fees No No per transaction min, $2, max. $10

* Amount of outstanding balance (Competitive comparison based on survey completed February, 1987.)



FarRmn
BUreau Money Key VISA" Application

Independence One ~ Bank, N.A., Rapid City, SD (Please enter your Farm Bureau Membership No.)

Please print your name exactly as you
About You, The Applicant gt o appear on your credi card(s). | Mémbership Number
FIRST NAME INITEAL LAST NAME m?‘mm, SOC. SEC. NO. | /
STREET ADDRESS iy STATE 7IP CODE +4 NO. OF DEPENDENTS | AREA CODEIPHONE NO
( )

LENGTH AT PRESENT ADDRESS BUYING OR OWN T [MO_ PAYMENT NAME AND ADDRESS OF LANDLORD OR MORTGAGE HOLDER
(YRS) (MOS.) RENT 8|

LIVE WITH RELATIVE 0OJs
PREVIOUS ADDRESS oIy STATE 71P CODE +4 YRS MOS
PRESENT EMPLOYER STRAEET ADDRESS CiTY STATE 7IP CODE +4 YRS. MOS.
POSITION MO, GROSSINCOME | AREA CODEIPHONE NO OTHER MO. INCOME Except Alimony, Child Support or Mainienance (See * Below)

$ { ) ;m I :
PREVIOUSLY EMPLGYED BY (OR UNIVERSITY IF RECENT GRADUATE) %1k STATE POSITION (OR DEGREE) HOW LONG (OR YR GRAD.)
NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEAREST RELATIVE NOT LIVING WITH YOU [¥ii] STATE TPCODE +4 | RELATIONSHIP
APPLICANTS CITIZENSHIP NAME AND LOCATION OF YOUR BANK CHECKING ACCT. NO. SAVINGS ACCT. NO.
CIUSA I OTHER
About Joint Applicant (if any)
FIRST NAME INITIAL LAST NAME DATE 7F Biﬁ'rr) SOC. SEC. NO | ’ RELATIONSHIP TO APP.
STREET ADDRESS oY STATE 7IP CODE +4 'AREA CODE/PHONE NO.

( ) .

PRESENT EMPLOYER STREET ADDRESS [¥ik] STATE 7IP CODE +4 YRS, MOS.
POSTION MO GROSSINCOME | AREA CODE/PHONE NO. OTHER MO. INCOME Except Alimony, Child Support of Mainienance (See * Below)

s { ) = :MT .
PREVIOUSLY EMPLOYED BY (OR UNIVERSITY IF RECENT GRADUATE) oy STATE POSITION (OR DEGREE) HOW LONG (O YR. GRAD.)
JOINT APPLICANT'S CITIZENSHIP NAME AND LOCATION OF YOUR BANK CHECKING ACCT. NO. SAVINGS ACCT NO
CJUSA O OTHER,

Please list all detts presently owing including alimony, child support or maintenance payments which you are obligated to make,

Credit References  (openaciose) amen s sheets if necessary, and indicale any of your accounts listed under anather name. I none, please indicae
NAME OF CREDITOR OR INDIVIDUAL oY STATE ACCOUNT NO MO. PAYMENT BALANCE

NUMBER OF OTHER CREDIT CARD APPLICATIONS CURRENTLY PENDING

You are not required to disclose income from alimony, child support or mainienance payments. However, i you are relying on income from almony,

*
Additional Information chid support of maintenance a5 2 bass for repayment of ths obgation, please complel below

MONTHLY ALIMONY MONTHLY CHILD SUPPORT MONTHLY MAINTENANCE

5 5 5

(M jount acoount, read snguiar pronouns I he phural |

When | recetve my credt cad. | agres and that | am y labie g 1o e v Money Key VISA unmummmnmmimnmmuw

such Rabity is joint and several. | understand that upon appmval of my andasa 4 in the Money Key VISA plan, | meay be charged a non % fee for sach plan in which

| am granted membership lwmhmhmumhwmu“hhhmmw&\mm mmhmh*wmm umbmu

= i of any party signing beiow. By signing below, | confim that he information given 1o you on this ap srue | hatap mmmuumwmwm
days | recenve my card
APPLICANT’S NOTE: BOTH SIGNATURES REQUIRED FOR A JOINT ACCOUNT DATE DRIVER'S LICENSE NO. AND STATE OF ISSUE
SIGNATURE X - ot
JOINT APPLICANT'S DATE DRIVER'S LICENSE NO. AND STATE OF ISSUE
SIGNATURE X
SIGNATURE(S) OF OTHER PERSON(S) PERMITTED TO USE ACCOUNT
X: X

PLEASE PRINT SIGNATURE RELATIONSHIP
X X

PLEASE PRINT SIGNATURE RELATIONSHIP
BANK USE ONLY
APP.NO APPTYPE V M B 51 Ens LIA
1} RE [ AC A PP BK SAC
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VE EE CR BK

MP VP cc HD XX NT i s ey
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March 1-7

March 3
March 3
March 5

March 5-6

March 5-6

March 11

March 12

March 14

April 2

April 2

Country Almanac

March

Final Days, Safemark Spring Steel
Sale.

Lansing Legislative Seminar for
Saginaw Valley Region.

Safemark Grand Opening, Becker's
Tire Service, Vicksburg, Mich.

Lansing Legislative Seminar for
Thumb Region.

Professional Turfgrass Manager’s
Workshop, Kellogg Biological Sta-
tion Education Center, Gull Lake,
Mich.

“Groundwater Quality, Contamina-
tion and Movement” will be the
topic of the 8th Ground Water
Conference, Kellogg Center, MSU.
Registration fee is $35. Contact
Michigan Department of Public
Health, P.O. Box 30035, Lansing,
Mich. 48909; phone Eric Way,
517-355-8313, or Donald Keech,
517-335-8300.

Lansing Legislative Seminar for
West and West Central regions.

MFB Statewide Commodity Con-
ference (county and state),
Sheraton Inn, Lansing.

Michigan Milk Producets Associa-

tion Annual Meeting, Fairchild
Auditorium, MSU.

March 14
March 15-21
March 17
March 18
March 19-21

March 20
March 20

March 21

March 23-28

March 24-25

March 24-27

March 26

March 26-28

March 31-
April 3

Michigan Livestock Exchange
Annual Meeting, Clarion Hotel,
Lansing.

Agriculture Week.

Lansing Legislative Seminar for
Central and South regions.
Safemark Grand Opening, Norm's
Tire Service, Jonesville, Mich.
MFB Leaders' Conference,
Radisson Hotel, Lansing.
Agriculture Understanding Day.
Safemark Open House, Reinbold
Sales and Service, Reese, Mich.
Safemark Open House, Willie's
Tire Service, Homer, Mich.
Comstock Park Branch of FPC will
hold an Open House three days
during this week.

Michigan Certified Farm Markets
and Farm Markets Cooperative
Annual Meetings, MSU.

Ag & Natural Resources Days
(Farmers’ Week), MSU.

Michigan Association of Farmer
Cooperatives New Directors Sem-
inar, Clarion Hotel, Lansing.
Open House, Hart Branch, FPC.

Washington Legislative Seminar,
Washington, D.C.

s> Coming Up oo

Safemark Open House,
Stechschulte Gas & Oil, Inc.,
Owosso, Mich.

Safemark Open House, S & K
Farm & Yard, Owosso, Mich.

April 19
May 6

May 14

Easter Sunday.

MACMA Spring Sale (fresh aspar-
agus) order deadline.

Michigan Association of Farmer

Cooperatives Legal Tax & Account-
ing Seminar,




Rural Exchange

FARMETTE

By Andrea Hofmeister
Tuscola County

“There’s no doubt about it. Farm
caps multiply in the dark.”

Members Support
4-H Youth Program

Van Buren County FB mem-
bers who donated $500 to the

local 4-H youth program, say they
are making an investment in young
people. County President Tom Bodke
signed the check and deposited it in
the hands of county Extension Direc-
tor Pete Vergot on Feb. 11.

According to Bodke, a change in
Michigan State University’s Cooper-
ative Extension Service (CES) fund-
ing level in 1977 finally caught up
with the local program when long
time agent, Ed Poole, retired.

Under the county 4-H funding pol-
icy established by MSU back in
1977, CES provided 100% of the
funding with the stipulation that
when a new agent was hired, con-
tinued funding would be equally
shared by the county and CES. Until
Poole's retirement, the CES share re-
mained at 100%, but with the hiring
of the new 4-H agent, Carleen
Haeg, the 50%-50% requirement
took effect.

At the county FB annual meeting
last October, members expressed
concern that adequate local funding
would not be available. Hoping to
emphasize the importance of the pro-
gram, and prompt action by the
county commission, they voted to
contribute $500 to the local 4-H pro-
gram.

“Basically, we wanted to show our
support for what has been a fine
youth program in our county. We
felt we could best indicate how vital
we considered 4-H programs by con-
tributing to the local funding,” said
Bodke. “We feel certain that the
money we're contributing today will
help provide our youth with whole-
some, learning activities and values
through 4-H. That'’s the kind of in-
vestment that pays long-term divi-
dends.”

Newly elected members of the Van
Buren County Commission are tak-
ing the cue and have called for a
review of the county’s financial com-
mitment to the program.

Nearly 700 young people and 250
adult volunteer leaders are currently
active in 20 4-H youth clubs in the
county. Statewide an estimated 10%
of Michigan's youth participate in
4-H programs. O

RURAL RASCALS

It’s hard to say who's more timid: the
preschooler or the baby Angora goat? The
“kids"” were introduced by Hiawathaland
FB member Carl Brousseau at the Mar-
quette Mall Agriculture Display. The mall
show was co-sponsored by the Hiawatha-
land FB and the Growing UP Ag Associa-
tion.

FOR SALE

Elevator equipped for
grain, feed & fertilizer;
located in Mayville, M|
(Thumb area), FIKIA
Mayville Feed & Grain.
Approx. 100,000 bu.
storage, dryer, 50 ton
scales, feed mill, bulk
feed station, ware-
houses. Facilities on
leased RR property.
Best offer, will finance.

Contact MAYVILLE
STATE BANK, P.O. Box
441, Mayville, M| 48744.
Phone (517) 843-6145,
ask for Gary or Bob.

OOPS!
TOO LATE!

Did you forget to order on
the MACMA Mid-Winter
Sale?

DELIVERY is March 9-13.

From Michigan Farms to the
processor, then direct to you,
first quality frozen fruits

and vegetables are available

through MACMA.
We guarantee our quality.

Direct Marketing serves
Farm Bureau Members.

Watch for our Spring Sale
in the May issue of your
Rural Living.

MICHIGAN'S
FARM BEST
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to serve.

service.

Opinion: Evaluating Board Tenure Policy

(Editor’'s Note: This article is the sixth in an eight part series on coop-
eratives, based on surveys and research conducted by Dr. William Black
and Dr. Ronald Knutson of the Texas A&M University System and
distributed by the American Institute of Cooperation.)

There has been a tendency within some local agricultural cooperatives
to keep board members in office even after their effectiveness as a
board member ceases. Board service for as much as 35 consecutive
years is not unheard of. In some cases, the board member’s tenure is
justified. Such an individual may have much to contribute in terms of
leadership, philosophy, fiscal management and historical basis.

Nevertheless some questions should be considered by the co-op
members before voting in board elections: Is the decision making pro-
cess enchanced by this person’s influence? Do his or her contributions
support the improvement and growth of the co-op?

Members should be cautioned as well not to rotate board members
for the sake of rotation. Change is most prudently accomplished by
presenting a slate of well qualified candidates, or by expanding the base
of board participation by providing opportunities for younger members

Management may be reluctant to see board terms limited when the
board members are doing a good job, or because they recognize the
need for experienced board members to guide the co-op. On the other
hand, members tend to favor limiting board tenure to two consecutive
three-year terms, or six years. Recognizing the need for an experienced
board, or to retain the leadership of an exceptional board member, it
may be in the co-op’s best interest to extend the limitation of length of

Rural Values

(continued from page 16)

“There were a number of leading
farmers in Tuscola County | had
worked with in soil conservation who
belonged to the Cream of the Crop
group. | started going to their
meetings initially to gain a better in-
sight into my job from the farmer’s
point of view,” Philip says.

The Cream of the Crop Commu-
nity Action Group is exactly that, he
found, with former county president
Ken Hoffmeister, current county
president Barry Hedley, and MFB
President Jack Laurie on its member-
ship rolls.

“It's a unique group and gives me
an opportunity to gain an overview
of issues not just on the county and
state level, but national as well,” he
says. “Even though the issues may
not necessarily be in relation to what
I do in my job, it still helps me when

I'm dealing with farmers if I know
some of the things they're concerned
about.”

According to Laurie, having an as-
sociate member as a part of the
group is equally beneficial to the
farmer members. Having that dif-
ferent perspective adds a lot to the
group'’s discussion, he reports.

In addition to insurance coverage,
and the social and educational bene-
fits of belonging to a Community Ac-
tion Group, the Dakins also take ad-
vantage of some of the economic
services FB members are offered.

“We used the car pricing program
to get quotes and that gave us good
leverage when we bought our new
car. We used the Travel Service to
book a flight to California this month
and saved a lot,” he says.

The Dakins haven't used the Fam-
ily Saver Buyer's Service yet, but
they paid their dues by Dec. 31 for
free enrollment. “We'll be checking it
out when we make our next major
purchase,” Philip says. O

Entrepreneurs
(continued from page 10)

don’t think we could even fathom.
My dad is 81 years old. He saw the
transition from horse power to tractor
power and all from manure to fertil-
izer, and so on. | really believe that
agriculture is going to see more
changes in the next five years than
my dad saw during his lifetime.”

An 8:1 Return

The final vignette presents Tom
and Maralee Johnson, soybean and
corn farmers near Pleasant Plains, IIl.

Tom sits on the ASA board of
directors and is president-elect of the
Soybean Development Foundation.
He comments: “This is a very ex-
citing job to be able to monitor the
activities of international market
development and research into new
utilization and new uses for soybeans
for all of America’s soybean
farmers.”

Maralee explains some of these
entrepreneurial new uses for soy-
beans, “Tofu ice cream, you may
have heard of it as Tofutty or Tofu-
licious. Also, indirectly, in catfish and
shrimp rations — an important mar-
ket since seafood continues to grow
in popularity!”

Do market development activities
pay off? Tom Johnson provides the
conclusive evidence: “Chase Econo-
metrics was hired to study the effects
of farmer-funded market develop-
ment activity. And their results were
an astounding eight to one return. |
think any Wall Street investor would
be tickled to have those kind of
results.”

This is the kind of documented
pay off that proves the entrepre-
neurial success of farmers like Tom
and Maralee Johnson, and thou-
sands more like them.

In fact, narrator Louise Mandrell
concludes the program with these
words: “These farmers, and thou-
sands more like them, are all
‘farmers and entrepreneurs.’ They
keep America's agriculture industry
the biggest and the best in the
world. . . they create one in five
jobs. . .and they feed us better and
cheaper than anywhere else in the
world. They show agriculture’s true
potential. . .and how our agriculture
industry is making progress. . .
despite the obstacles.
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Grassroots Perspective
e T e R

Halls Corners Community Action Group

by groups from across the state.

Thompson.

Discussion Topic

. The rising cost of health care
continues to be a concern. Per-
haps rural America has an even
greater challenge, however, in deal-
ing with a lack of physicians or ade-
quate health care facilities.

The reason is that thinly-populated
sections of Michigan don’t have the
health-care user base to support
many specialized medical services or
even traditional family practices.
Placement information provided by
the Michigan Health Council, a non-
profit organization that has operated
a physician placement service since
1959, shows that it is difficult to at-
tract and keep doctors in rural areas.

According to the Council, the
problem has been compounded in
recent years by physicians leaving
medical practice, or not locating in
Michigan because of the perceived
difficulty in getting malpractice in-
surance coverage. The problem is
most dramatically illustrated by the
declining number of physicians will-
ing to provide newborn delivery ser-
vices. The Council cites a Michigan
State University report which shows

Group Members Featured in March Video

The Community Action Group video spotlight will be on members

of the Halls Corners Community Action Group of Mecosta County
this month. The group contributed the winning entry in the “Name the CAG
Video” contest. Their suggestion of “Rural Spotlight” was selected the win-
ner out of four finalist names that were voted on by members attending the
recent County Leader Institute in Lansing. Over 175 names were suggested

Producers of the Community Action Group monthly video attended the
January meeting of the 18-member community group to deliver a new VCR
— the prize in the statewide contest. The group plans to share their prize
with FB volunteers in the “Agriculture in the Classroom” project.

Members of the Halls Corners Community Action Group are: Francis and
Olivella Allen, Lyle and Janet Ball, Charles and Leisa Chapin, Cheryl and
Douglas Chapin, Joel and Leona Chapin, LaVern and June Eldred, Bar-
bara and Philip Peasley, Gerald and Eleanor Stickler, and Roy and Janet

O

Availability of Rural Health Care

that two-thirds of the Michigan
Academy of Family Physicians mem-
bers, and 52% of the Michigan Sec-
tion of the American College of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology members
have stopped this service because of
difficulty in obtaining insurance
coverage.

A variety of factors have also en-
couraged many physicians to take
early retirement, further reducing the
number of available doctors.

Ironically, the American Medical
Association Task Force on Physician
Manpower, claims that there is a sur-
plus of doctors in many areas of the
U.S. The task force has recom-
mended measures to cut back on the
production of new physicians. De-
spite predictions of an impending glut
of doctors, a survey by Jackson and
Coker (a health consulting firm)
shows that most U.S. hospitals (es-
pecially small facilities such as those
found in rural areas) actually need
more physicians.

(continued on page 19)

“You Said It”

Here's how Community Action
Group members responded after
discussion of the December topic,
“Groundwater Quality”:

*Twenty-four percent said the
quality of groundwater in their area
was excellent, and 59% said it was
good.

#Sixty-one percent said the quality
has remained the same the past 5 to
25 years, 25% said it has worsened
and only 14% said it has improved.

*CAGs madé the following state-
ments as to why the groundwater
quality has changed: use of weed
spray and chemicals; excessive use
of phosphates and nitrates; minimum
use of crop sprays; tougher standards
for industrial users; good drainage
and checking of underground gas
storage facilities.

*CAGs made the following
statements about the type of farming
practices being used to protect
groundwater: use insecticides and
herbicides according to manufac-
turers’ recommendations; care in use
of pesticides and fertilizers; leaving
grassed waterways and applying the
minimum amount of fertilizers.

In Apsil

Rural Michigan is being asked to
play an active role in state and
local Sesquicentennial celebra-
tions. Michigan Farm Bureau has
‘been participating in ag-oriented
‘events and this topic will suggest
‘some ways that Community Ac-
tion Groups can provide input
and ideas on the county level.
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Discussion Topic
(continued from page 18)

Changes in health care delivery
services have also contributed to the
difficulty faced by many rural com-
munities in recruiting doctors.

In urban areas, rising costs have
led to the formation of health main-
tenance organizations (HMOs), pre-
ferred provider organizations (PPOs),
walk-in centers, and other alterna-
tives to traditional health care. These
new health care settings give doctors
opportunities for salaried positions
and the availability of other physi-
cians to share night and weekend
hours. Such alternatives mean in-

\creased competition for rural areas

unable to support those kinds of ser-
vices.

While struggling to attract and
keep doctors, rural areas face the
added challenge of maintaining qual-
ity hospitals.

“Good local hospitals are important
to rural people for several reasons,”
says Faye Adam, the former chairper-
son of the MFB Women's Committee
who directed an MFB Health Care
Study two years ago. “First of all,
having to drive 50 or 60 miles to a
hospital instead of a nearby local one
could mean a big difference in a life
or death situation. Second, local hos-
pitals frequently offer wellness classes,
free blood pressure clinics and other
services that people otherwise would
not have the opportunity to use.”

A recent policy change by the fed-
eral government, the major payer of
health care benefits, is putting finan-
cial pressure on rural hospitals. Ac-
cording to Darwin Root, administra-
tor of the non-profit Marlette Com-
munity Hospital, Medicare and Med-
icaid no longer reimburse costs for
patients who are not acutely ill. “As
a result, there has been about a 50%
decline in the number of beds we
have filled. That means we're op-
erating at only about one-half effi-
ciency.”

Alternative uses for hospital fa-
cilities such as long term care, mental
health or substance abuse services
would allow hospitals to use their un-
filled beds. However, Michigan hos-
pitals are currently prohibited from
providing those types of “non-acute”
services. Root says measures have
been pending in the Legislature for

the past two years that would lift the
prohibition on such services in the
hospital environment.

Root adds that rural hospitals are
also being affected by the rising cost
of malpractice insurance. “We've
seen our premiums climb 60% a
year for the past several years and
we expect them to climb more in the
future,” he says, adding that failure
to deal with these problems “may
jeopardize the long-term survival of
rural hospitals.”

Another factor putting the squeeze
on rural hospitals is that the federal
government cost reimbursements to
rural hospitals are 21% less than
those allowed for urban hospitals.

“The American Hospital Associa-
tion is concerned abut this disparity,”
says David Seaman, vice president of
member services for the Michigan
Hospital Association. “This differen-
tial, when it was first constructed,
was intended to recognize the differ-
ences in the cost of various services,
particularly labor.”

As the health care industry has be-
come more competitive, hospitals
find themselves vying for the same
pool of health care professionals.
“While it might cost less to hire an
electrician in Marlette than it would
in Lansing, nurses are very much in
demand and it's unlikely that you
could hire a nurse for 21% less in
Marlette than in Lansing.”

Seaman says the MHA has sug-
gested that reimbursement variations
based on the cost of doing business
in a particular area would be more
accurate, and would bring the reim-
bursement differential between rural
and urban hospitals down to about
7%.

Discussion Questions:

*Do you feel there are enough
health care professionals in your
area?

eWhat are the advantages and disad-
vantages of using your local hospital
for services like surgery and acute
care?

*Are you satisfied with the physician
and hospital care available in your
area? How could it be improved?

eWhat is the status of your local
hospital? Will they still be in busi-
ness 12 months from now? What
can we do to help? O

Legislative Review
(continued from page 6)

Michigan’s competitive position in-
cluding funding and support for the
toll free Agricultural Assistance Net-
work, Extension Service EMAT
Teams, research, establishing new
agricultural trade offices in Hong
Kong and Brussels, constructing a
new soils research building at MSU,
and establishing the Food Processing
Institution and Biotechnology Insti-
tute at the state’s land grant univer-
sity.

The governor mentioned the sec-
ond annual Governor’'s Conference
on Agriculture on February 25 and
26, where many state agricultural
issues would be discussed in detail
including:

eCreation of a Center for Agricul-
tural Innovation and Development to
work with the Department of Com-
merce to expand new market devel-
opment for Michigan's many agricul-
tural products.

*Formation of Team 2001 to; de-
velop long-range strategies for farm
families, the agricultural industry and
rural communities.

*Expansion of the successful “Yes!
Michigan!” program.

*Creation of “Project Quality” to
assure consumers that Michigan’s
foods are of the highest quality and
safety and that Michigan farms are
environmentally sound.

The full text of the State of the
State covers literally hundreds of
items affecting the profitability and
quality of life for Michigan families
and businesses, including air and
water quality, landfill, Pesticide Act
enforcement, farmworker protection
rules, integrated pest management,
chlordane ban, water resources plan-
ning, K-12 education, prisons and
crime control, juvenile offenders,
welfare reduction, labor, business cli-
mate, income and SBT tax reduc-
tion, economic development and co-
operation with local government.

. Governor’s 1987 Budget Pro-
posal — While the State of the
State message identifies issues, spe-
cific solutions must, for the most
part, come through legislation. A
reading of the governor's budget

(continued on page 20)
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Legislative Review
(continued from page 19)

message provides further clarification
of the proposals outlined in the gov-
ernor’'s message.

The proposed budget continues to
be very “tight,” but balanced. In-
creases are in the areas of education,
prisons and health programs. The
General Fund budget proposal is
$6.45 + billion. When earmarked ex-
penditures are added, the total pro-
posed budget would be $11.1+ bil-
lion. Within the budget there are
always cuts in some programs to
fund increases in other programs. FB
is presently studying those budgets of
greatest importance to agriculture.

Tax Reform Studies — There is

no end of tax reform studies ei-
ther in the past or presently under-
way. The most recent was released
Feb. 10 by the 15-member Citizens'
Property Tax Commission created by
the Michigan Senate in March 1986.
The commission, comprised of tax
experts, educators, homeowners and
local government officials, was
chaired by former Senator Robert
Young of Saginaw. Commission
members addressed three areas of
taxation: the assessing and appeals
process; educational finance; and tax
abatements, exemptions and personal
property.

Some of the far-reaching recom-

mendations in the 45-page report in-
clude:

Assessment Process

*Require an education and train-
ing program for all assessors in order
to obtain certification.

sEstablish and enforce uniform as-
sessing and equalization standards.

* Assistance for local units from the
State Tax Commission in assessing
industrial property and help in
defending the assessments if
appealed.

*Subject the State Tax Commis-
sion to the Administrative Procedures
Act.

*Consider consolidation of assess-
ment districts.

*Prohibit actively farmed land and
agriculturally zoned land from being
assessed on “potential” development
considerations.

*Fund a study by MSU to deter-
mine the economic income of farm-

land and consider using a capital-
ization-of-income assessment ap-
proach.

*Prohibit property used for rural-
residential from being classified as
agricultural.

*Require property purchase price
information be reported to the as-
sessor.

*Encourage voluntary taxpayer/
assessor conferences.

*Require training for Board of
Review members.

®Includes several recommenda-
tions on the Tax Tribunal and ap-
peals process.

School Finance

®[ncrease state K-12 funding.

sGuarantee a basic quality educa-
tion.

*Cut property tax for schools to a
statewide uniform 18 mils and re-
place revenue by a two-cent sales tax
increase. This recommendation
would require a vote to change the
constitution. Note: the present state
share of school funding is 33.8%. In
1983 it was 26.44% , however, many
years ago, it was as high as 60%.

Other

*Tax mobile homes in the same
manner as conventional homes.

*Require a legislative study of all
tax exemptions and repeal wherever
possible.

*Tighten present tax abatement
programs.

*Modify the present homestead
property tax credit.

Another tax study will be con-
ducted by an 18-member bipartisan
committee of state representatives,
chaired by Representative Lynn Jon-
dahl of East Lansing. Jondahl is also
chairperson of the House Taxation
Committee. Other studies also in-
clude one by the Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce, the State
Tax Commission Task Force, and
another by a business organization
called the Metropolitan Affairs Cor-
poration in Detroit.

The State Board of Education has
created a special School Finance
Task Force chaired by former MSU
President Ed Harden. Two MFB rep-
resentatives have been appointed to
the task force: Walter Frahm of Sag-
inaw County, past MFB board mem-
ber, farmer, county commissioner,
and long-time school board member;

and Robert E. Smith, MFB senior
legislative counsel. This study is ex-
pected to be completed next Sep-
tember or October.

Environmental Task Force —

The 17-member Environmental
Boards and Commissions Task
Force, appointed by the governor to
study the state’s environmental regu-
lations and policy, has submitted a
preliminary report. Key task force
recommendations include:

*Place the rulemaking authority for
environmental protection and re-
source management, now exercised
by several DNR commissions, with
the Natural Resources Commission
(NRC). The effect would be to re-
duce duplication, provide more time-
ly response and improve account-
ability.

® Abolish those commissions whose
authority would be assumed by the
NRC, i.e., Air Pollution Control
Commission, Michigan Environmen-
tal Review Board, Water Resources
Commission and the Toxic Sub-
stance Control Commission.

®Permits currently required by law
would be issued by the DNR director
and the NRC. However, a review
board would review permits as re-
quested and conduct informal hear-
ings. A strict 30 to 90 day timetable
is recommended to prevent undue
delays.

sEstablish an advisory council
(Governor’s Council on Environmen-
tal Quality). Council responsibilities
would include review of environmen-
tal impact statements and long term
environmental studies, and prepara-
tion of an annual Michigan envi-
ronmental report.

*Conduct a review of the present
Joint Committee on Administrative
Rules and create a central office for
regulatory affairs to provide a consis-
tent rulemaking process.

*Prepare and distribute a guide to
environmental permits outlining all
permit procedures, enforcement pol-
icy and procedures, and penalty(ies).

Some changes may be expected
before the final version is submitted
to the Legislature. Public hearings
could be held in mid-1987 with legis-
lative consideration by late 1987. [

Lansing legislative topics are
reviewed by Robert E. Smith, MFB
senior legislative counsel.
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- The Michigan cherry industry,
which produces over 75% of
the nation’s red tart cherries, will
conduct a grower referendum in
March to determine if its grower-
funded promotions and research pro-
gram should be continued.

MFB delegates, at the annual
meeting in Grand Rapids in Decem-
ber, approved the following reso-
lution to support the referendum,
recognizing the important role the
cherry industry plays in the state’s
economy:

tion of red tart cherries with over
75% of the national production. We
are a major producer of sweet cher-
ries, ranking first, second or third,
depending on the weather.

“The Michigan Cherry Committee’s
five-year periodic referendum will be
held in 1987. We urge the growers
to vote in the referendum and sup-
port the industry promotion and re-
search program to meet the mar-
keting and increased production
challenges which lie ahead.”

Nearly 2,000 eligible growers will
be given the opportunity to vote in
this mail-in referendum, which is
conducted by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture under the Public
Act 232 program. Eligible growers
are those who have sold over
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“Michigan ranks first in the produc-

Agrinomic Update

$800.00 worth of cherries in one of
the past three growing seasons. At
least 50% of the growers, represent-
ing at least 50% of the tonnage,
must vote “yes” in the referendum to
maintain the program.

Growers will be asked to vote on
continued funding of the Michigan
Cherry Committee’s promotions and
research program, at the current as-
sessment level of $10.00 per ton.

Over the years, the Michigan
Cherry Committee has conducted
numerous programs to increase end-
user awareness of cherries, and to
study growing and harvesting meth-
ods within the industry.

The 1987 program is targeted pri-
marily at the food service industry,
where market research indicates the
Committee can make the greatest
gains in promoting the use of cher-
ries. This aggressive approach will be
augmented by the continuation of
other successful programs launched
in previous years.

The Committee also assists growers
by funding research projects through
Michigan State University. Recent
projects include:
eNitrogen fertilization through trickle

irrigation, reducing nitrogen use by
at least 50% . The eventual objec-
tive is to eliminate nitrogen con-
tamination in ground water;

—

Cherry Growers Asked to Approve Referendum

eDevelopment of an air curtain
sprayer, allowing compounds to be
applied more efficiently in the
field than by an air blast sprayer;

eDevelopmental research on Gib-
berellic Acid, a growth regulator
which tends to relieve bare wood
strips on fruit trees and works
toward increasing a tree's vield;

eNew research to develop a single
spray to control insects as the
American Plum Borer and the
Lesser and Regular Peach Tree
Borers for an entire growing
season.

“We are grateful for the support
we have received from the Michigan
Farm Bureau,” says Donald C. Greg-
ory of Suttons Bay, a grower who
serves as chairperson of the Michigan
Cherry Committee. “In order to deal
with the challenges in terms of pro-
duction and consumption that we
feel the industry will face entering the
1990s, it is very important to have
the promotions and research pro-
gram continued.”

The cherry industry has an annual
impact of over $100 million in the
Michigan economy. The referendum
voting period is March 9-19, with the
Department of Agriculture tabulating
and releasing the results of the vote
shortly thereafter. O
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Farm Bureau Market Place

CLASSIFIED AD POLICY

HAY LISTING

FARM EQUIPMENT

*Farm Bureau members pay
25 cents per word for all
classified advertisements

* All other advertisers pay
50 cents per word for one inser-
tion and 45 cents per word for
two ar more consecutive inser-
tions of the same ad.

* All advertisements are subject to
a 15-word minimum charge, in-
cluding member ads.

* Please indicate if you are a Farm
Bureau member.

# The deadline for ads is the first
Monday of the month preceding
publication.

¢ All ads must be pre-paid and
may be pre-paid up to one year
in advance.

*No ads will be taken over the
phone.

MAIL YOUR AD
WITH PAYMENT TO:

Rural Living
P.O. Box 30960
Lansing, Mich. 48909

LIVESTOCK

MILKING SHORTHORNS: Young bulls, year
lings and calves for sale. Write or visit Stanley
M. Powell and Family. Ingleside Farm, Rt. 2,
3248 Powell Hwy , lonia, Mich. 48846.
(10-6¢-27p)

FREE: COLORFUL POULTRY CATALOG. Of
fering top quality chicks (Bantams-Exotics-
Standards) at rock-bottom prices. Clinton Hat-
chery, Box 548-MRL, Clinton, Mo, 64735
Phone 816-885-8500 (3-31-24p-ts)

HILLSDALE HAY, INC.: Brian Hasty, Sales
Manager, 106 S. County Line Road, Tekon-
sha, Mich. 49092, home phone 517-765-2099
Litchfield sales phone 517.542.3438
(Wednesdays only). All hay NIR tested
{12-tin)

HOWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION: Bill or Larry
Sheridan, P.O. Box 157, Howell, Mich
48843, office phone 517-548-3300.  (12-tfn)

FOR SALE: HAY. First cutting. Square bales;
small and big round bales. Phone 313.634-
7174 Holly, Mich (3-15p)

NURSERY STOCK

BERRY PLANTS — Raspbemies, strawberries,
blueberries, currants, gooseberries, others. Free
catalog. Makielski Berry Nursery, 7130 Plant

Road, Dept. RL, Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197
Phone 313-434-3673 (11-121-22p)
STRAWBERRY PLANTS — ASPARAGUS

CROWNS. Certified plants grown on fumnigated

sand. Free brochure. Krohne Plant Farms, Rt

6, Box 586, Dowagiac, Mich. 49047
{10-12t-21p)

FOR SALE: HYBRID POPLAR 12 cents each
American Chestnul and other trees and shrubs.
Coldstream Farm, 2030T Freesoll Road, Free-
soil, Mich. 49411. Phone 616-464-5809
(12-5¢-20p)

GLADIOLUS BULBS — Free brochure Send
self-addressed, stamped envelope to Poest
Gladiolus, Box 55, Department RL, Zeeland,
Mich. 49464. Phone 616-772-6049. (2-2t-19p)

FARM EQUIPMENT

HOG EQUIPMENT — DelAir heat ex
changers, Osborne feeders, K.G. Johnson far-
rowing crates, Chore-Time feeding, Mix-Mil
systems. Hamilton Distributing Co..
616-751-5161 (6-121-22p-1s)

GRAIN DRYERS — Siormor Ezee-Dry, Farm
Fans Automatic, Used Dryers, PTO and Auto-
matic. Hamilton Distributing Co., phone
616-751-5161 (6-121-17p-ts)

FOR SALE: 1,000 GALLON MUELLER MILK
TANK — nearly new compressor. 986 Interna
tional Tractor — all goodies. 1485 haurs: Mar-
tin Lowell, Marcellus, Mich. Phone 616-646
9821 (3-20p)

HOG PRODUCERS — YOU CAN USE STARR
PLASTIC FLUSH TRAYS for nursery pens and
farrowing stalls to eliminate daily manure handi
ing. Improve bacterla control. They can be used
in any type of building on any type of floor
Starr Farrowing Stalls with adjustable swing-up
sides. Choice of waterers and sides. Searr
Numery Pens, singles, side-by-side and stacked
Keep your pigs warm and dry. Free literature
and prices. Starr National, 219 Main Street,
Colchester, lll. 62326, toll free 1-800-233
02 — in lMinois 1-800-854-6480 {3-80p-1s)

WANTED: LATE MODEL TRACTORS, com-
bines, comheads and compickers. Shinabery
Equipment Co., 517-448-8091 or evenings,
517-523-2803. A<k for Bob Jr. or Wayne
(2-121-20p-ts)

FOR SALE: HOWARD *‘P'* ROTOVATOR 3
hp hydromatic centrifugal pump, Skibbe
spreader/seeder, Scheu orchard heaters, new
*B grape wire, Welch concord contract. All
used wisely. Phone 616-429-4260. (1-3t-25p)

PIPE THAWING EQUIPMENT — lce breaker
thaws pipes quickly and safely. Saves time,
labor and money! Simply attach cables to frozen
pipes and plug unit into a conventent grounded
electrical outlet. Phone 313-761-4329
(12-41-32p)

TRACTOR REPAIR MANUALS — How to re-
pair your tractor, Write today for free catalog
Russell Stevens, Route 1, Box 320, Coushatta,
La 71019 (2-41-20p-1s)

WANTED: GRAIN BAGGER with/without
scales, bag sewing machine. Also, Milo for fall
'87. Phone 313-269-6294 (3-15p)

FOR HOMEMAKERS

GUARDIAN SERVICE GLASS LIDS! Hundreds
of other cool parts. S , Box
339ZRL, Orange, Cald. 92665.  (2-3t-15p-s)

GOURMET DELIGHT. ENCHILADA SAUCE
MIX, Makes 80 fluld ounces. Many uses. 11.5
ounce jar — $5.99 PPD. Tia Tillie. Department
RL. P.O. Box 754, Clovis. Calif. 93613-0754

{3-27p-ts)

REAL ESTATE

CONDO AT NEW SMYENA BEACH, FLA.,
FOR SALE OR RENT. Completely fumished,
two bedrooms, two baths, ocean view from the
fourth floor. Tastefully decorated. Phone
517-669-8252. (3-21p)

FOR SALE: 100 ACRE FRUIT FARM, Berrien
County, diversified. Can be divided. Home op
tional. Phone 616-429-4260 (1-3t-13p)

FOR SALE: 80 ACRE FARM, Equipped for rais-
ing hogs, permanent [arrowing pens, and
nursery pens have automatic drinkers. Liquid
manure system. All fertile plow land. tiled.
28x40 ranch house, 2 bedroom, 2 fireplaces,
utility, full basement, double garage. 5-1/2
miles NE. of Clare. $59,000 terms. Phone
517-435-3449 (3-46p)

FOR SALE: GRADE A DAIRY FARM IN
TONIA — Features 120 acres, lovely three year
old ranch home with oak kitchen and other ex-
tras; also, a tenanl home, outbuildings and
acreage that are currently rented. For more in-
formation. call Mary Martin Patrick at 616-
527-0484 or Furton-Hoppough Real Estate at
616-527-2800 (3-48-1s)

MISCELLANEOUS

GLADIOLUS BULBS — Free brochure. Send
self-addressed, stamped envelope to Poest
Gladiolus, Box 55, Department RL, Zeeland,
Mich. 49464, Phone 616-772-6049_ (2-21-19p)

BED AND BREAKFAST AT LUDINGTON on
Good Creek. New: barn loft hide-away at
creek's edge Grace and Robert 616-
843-9768 (3-41-20p)

OLD TIME FIDDLE MUSIC— Twelve Michigan
Fiddlers or Twelve Canadian Fiddlers on a sixty
minute cassette $4.50 each. For list of other
Fiddlers, send long S.ASE. to Fiddle Music,
Kinde, Mich. 48445 (3-21-31p)

NEED COLLEGE MONEY? Billions available
now! Scholarships, grants, loans. Guarantee
you qualify for five financial sources. Most ap-
plying receive over 20! Send $3.00 for bro-
chure, Instructions, questionnaire (REFUND-
ABLE). Nationwide Scholarship Finders, Box
2257, Lynchburg, Va, 24501-0227
(3-21-37p-1s)

INCREDIBLE INFORMATION —  Jeeps®
Cars"4x4's setzed in drug raids for under
$100.007 Call for facts today! Phone
615-269.6701, extension 566 (3-21-19p-ts)

Advertisers’ Index

Countrymark,Inc. .................00.....2
Farm Bureau Insurance Group . ... .........24
 Farm Bureau Travel Service ............... &
 Farm Bureau VISA® CreditCard...........13
_HouseofWesiey........................23

oy ' Rural Living would like to thank these advertisers for their support:

MACMA Direct Marketing. .. ..............16
Mayville State Bank .. .......
MSU DevelopmentFund ..................5
Safemark (MFB Group Purchasing) . ..........3
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ORDER NOW AND SAVE UP TO 50%
ON THIS CHOICE NURSERY STOCK!

Hardy, Permanent e
Neat

Do e ONLY $1.95 ea.
3for®5.75 6for*10.95 12for*19.95

You'll be thrilled with the beauty of the SCARLET RED
MAPLE TREE (Acer rubrum). The rich green leaves of
Spring are complemenied by daintved llowers, followed
by red seeds. In the FALL THE LEAVES TURN TOAREGAL
SCARLET to brighten your Autumn forweeks. Therounded
shapeliness of this rapidly growing Iree will please you
too. EXTREMELY HARDY AND DISEASE RESISTANT, the
Red Maple will grow to 35 fi. tall and will live for years

You'll receive strong, heavily rooted, hand selecled,
2-4 1. collected trees.

40 for § 7.00
60 for $11.00
100 for $17.50

10 For §1.9

till late fall. Lasts for qen:ra'llorlu.

grac!ma}:y I'N:ll fgirei {
Us' r F, -
SPECIAL— W
You receive hea y 1 et
1 0 ::%da ll)‘:”a(:"all‘ill’.Nclorl }\hrllg: %‘
PLANTS 5 Uenn O — 21 Sige s Yoyl
z
ONLY nt :\m

25 plants $ 3.9
50 plants § 6.9
100 plants $11 2

; 3for 'S, 5.
200 plants $20. Elnf'?f;gﬁ ?be'or 1?
GIANT Now you tchase the
can pu

QUINAU LT, ever-popular, ever-beautiful Color®t X
EVERBEARING Blue Spruce (Picea pungens glauca) at this special low
price only $1.95 each. these versatile Blue Spruce are
STBAWBERR'ES Bstfs lovely as single accent planting. a privacy row or wind
SEASON break, and as a colorful corner grouping. You'll recewe

select. nicely branched 5-year-old transplanted trees that
are at least | to 2 feet tall Hawving been transplanted
the root system is well developed and will help the tree
get off to a last start

The biggest most luscious-tasting straw-
berries you've ever tasted. Heavy-bearers,
they grow big as tea cups! They're firm,

Masses of Color Early in the Spring!

CREEPING PHLOX

deep red and a mouth-watering delight for
deserts, preserves, freezing and eating fresh.
You'll be amazed the way Creeping Phlox
(P. subulata) which only grows about 4"
tall, spreads and spreads to be more beauti-
@ ful year after year! Best of all,
e

PLANT 4-Season
Beauty Now!
\
N30 it gives gorgeous color long be-
13}‘,@:“ “Afore most spring flowers. Stays

.«x.‘?: green all year — a wonderful

Aahet 1 ground cover or border.

for Thrives in partial shade or
: "cr; full sun. Strong field divis-

our choice of red,
white or pink.

*1.00

ions,
blue,

{ 50 for $2.98 —

) 100 sq. ft.

< (100 for $4.98 — . (12 for $1.75)
% 200 sq. ft. : o <5 (18 for $2.50)
: > (Reg. 10 for $1.00) = T G Ao

Shade-loving, wide-spreading Periwinkle
(Vinca minor) thrives under hedges, on
slopes, in rock gardens, in poor soil — places
where grass won't grow. Dainty lavender-
blue flowers in the spring. Green foliage all
winter! One plant will fill two square feet,
Nicely rooted, ready to transplant,

Amur River North — most popular trimmed
hedge in America. Can be maintained at any
height, making a thick, dense hedge right down
to the ground. The lustrous green leaves stay on

Requires

COVER THOSE HARD-TO-FILL
BARE SPOTSWITH BLAZING COLOR!

. Grows in any soil .Needs no special care.
. Thrives in sun or partial shade.

. Quick, even, disciplined spreading

. Guaranteed . Inexpensive

CREEPING RED
SEDUM 20t oo

You'll be thrilled with this hardy ground
cover - - Sedum spurium, sometimes called
Dragon’s Blood. Fills those ugly trouble
spots with attractive, thick evergreen foliage
all year and amazes you with brilliant, star-
like flowers June thru Sept. You get hardy,
northern, nursery-grown plants.

FULL ONE-YEAR GUARANTEE
If not 100% satisfied, JUST RETURN THE
ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, within one year
of receipt, for free replacement or purchase
price refund, your choice. The WARRANTY IS
VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL
IS RETURNED

FREE Planting instructions supplied with every order
All itemns clearly labeled

I —— - 11, 1
HOUSE OF WESLEY, NURSERY DIVISION
DEPT, 9937-52

2200 East Oakland Avenue
Bloomington, Illinois 61701
Send items checked below:
HOW | CAT
MANY | NO. NAME OF ITEM COST
N6172 | S5-YR. BLUE SPRUCE $
N6607 . STRAWBERRIES
NGB11 PERIWINKLE
N6813 | CR. RED SEDUM
NG6814 | CREEPING PHLOX
N6816 | PRIVET HEDGE
M6817 | ROYAL RED MAPLE
Postage and Handling $ 1.50
lllinois Residents add 6% Sales Tax i
TOTAL AMOUNT §
Name
Address
City —— -
State _— Y "




That’s a big number and it means big
things for the people of Michigan. It means
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company of
Michigan is now providing over $3 billion of
life insurance protection for Michigan resi-
dents.

We reached the $3 billion mark in early
January, 1987, and we are adding to that
figure by an average of over $1 million per
day.

Ever since our founding in 1951, we've
been specializing in meeting the life insurance
needs of Michigan families. We reached $1
billion in 1979, $2 billion in 1984, and now
we 've already added our third billion.

Why are we growing so fast? Because
we offer programs like Universal Life, the pol-
icy that provides low-cost life insurance pro-
tection while paying a high rate of interest on
cash accumulations — 9.25% as of Feb. 28,
1987. (The interest rate is subject to change,
but our rate is always among the highest paid
anywhere in Michigan.)

Announcing
Farm Bureau Life’s Newest Milestone:

OF LIFE INSURANCE IN FORCE

And Growing By More Than
$1 Million Every Day

Universal Life also offers flexibility that
lets you tailor your coverages — and your
payments — to fit your changing needs. The
policy's cash value is always available to you
for the times of your life when you need it
most. And more good news: your Universal
Life interest earnings are tax-deferred, so you
enjoy significant long-term tax advantages.

Call your Farm Bureau Insurance agent
today to find out how Universal Life can
make a difference in your life. Tens of thou-
sands of Michigan residents already
have ... and their trust has helped us become
a $3 billion company.

Making your future
a little more predictable

FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE ﬁ
GROUP
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