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CHARLES WYCUHE FOUND "MNOT GUILTY"

The jury in the wial of Charles Wiyrkhie rewmmed
a verdict of NOT GUILTY alter baving beenowut  for two hours
and twenty munutes. Charles Wyehe was choarged with kidnappang
ad morder. He s othe Guher of e children sed was held
witbwnil bail for a year in Baltimore City Tl Charles i the
secodil persan o stand trial i this “tonwre- muoarder™ case, The
first was Irving “Ochokl” young who was found GUILTY of farst
degree murder in December, 1970 a0 semtenced o hife
imprisonment in February, 1971,

On April 26, 970, two policemen were shot- ome wis klled and
one  wias wounded.- -Soeon after this, Governor Mondel had
meeting with Auemey Geperal John Mitchell amd then Faier
Mandel had another meeung with Baltimore Chicl ol Police
Daomaled  Poomerlenu, Fnll::lwnlg this  meeting. two Panthers,
Marshall “Eddie™ Conway and Jackie Powell were arresied, aliong
with another man, Jack “lvory” Johnson for thes shootng. The
nexl eveinl was that Pomerleaw held a press confereapce Lo
announce that he was seeking an mjunction against thes selling il
distrvbution of Panther literature which he called “hate
literature.” He also said that the police had been “ambushed” m
the manmer encouraged and described in the Pantbier Paper

Om April 30, 1970, an indictment came down against T8 people

Panthers, Ex-Panthers and a Panther lawyer, Arthus lurka They
were eharged with the torure and murder of Bupgene Leno
Anderson on July 10 and It, 1969 - who the police say was o
member of the Black Panther Party and o suspected pohce
informer. Eugene Anderson was never a member of the Party, ba
comsidening any true Fucts wr be arrelevant, heavaly urnwn_l padice
moved inte the Black community {breaking inlo !“—"!'F""n"'-_ harnes
and entening the Black Panther Party Breaklast lor Chaldren
Program armed with rifles and shaiguns b amd  armesied _i_'fu'h'n
people on these “tomure murder” and other charges. mchndng
ilegal posetion of weapons,

According 1o the State . in Octoher, 1969, police sa) they found
a skeleton in Leakin Park, which is famous i Baltumore for DEIng
the scene of many killings: therefore, it is not k'-'“"-'"‘",l'l' "_"‘l 4
skeleton there In January, 1970, the Special Servies Pasbice Lol
statements from Mahonney Kebe, Donald  Waughe sl :":IEI:LI|||
[.n:rlﬂ."_'l' who are ill Ex-Panthers. This entire TLOrure MUFLEr  case
ix buill on their staements. Kehe, Vaughn and Laney '"1:
admitted accomplices. and they state that hiteen "lhﬂ_ pelipie
participated with them. They are not being charged mthil'.:“”'":”!}l
and, since giving their testimonry, are being kept I““':rlf:";if
profection. living rent free and are being paid 3 "r.“-:q. - ||r
State. According to there testimony these Panthers. ']' 8 || !
their lawyer, tortured, beat and skinned Eugens Anderson Lo
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arceua] 24 bowrs e Pamtber Headsguarters -i-l_f“-j then drove him to
Leakin Park, where they shot lim and left the body. Although
the Special Services recenved these statemenls im January, no one
wiis visdicted unnl Apnl e after two policemen had beers shot.

Ul Aerst, peerson 1o staisd mal i this Storiune murder” case was
[rving "Ochiki™ Young, His trial tasted one week and the jury wias
Clicsarn e WV howrs. Althougl thene wias no evidence s whole

irial et Ok luki bad even wuoched the alleged victim and the
||I-.'_|_l.|.l testimcay ol e |1;|.||,1 informers was the basis of the case,
the qury found bun GUILTY of first degree murder in o
deliberation which lasted one hour and fifty minutes. He was
sirnlenced Lo Dle vmprisonimaene

e secomd e, siieh tasted rwo weeks, was the related case of
Eddie Conway who was charged with the Killing of one policemen
and the wounding of the other, While Eddie was i jml m this
case, he wis also churged in the “torure merder” case. Since he
wits demied bis constitutional rght of a lawyer of his choice
cArnhur Turce, the Tawver indicted m the “torture murder’ case
and his cell-mated, he refused 1o participate in what he called a
“pre-planmed executnen. Biddie was thed an absentia, He was
Pened GUILTY nd semtenced w life mes ehiny  years.
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- D\ ER" CASE

Steve MoC e heon

Clarence "IN MW lohnson

Edward "Toehaks Ldulu™ Marin

Lurry Wallace

Chirles Wyche

Anhur Turco

Wictor Deny (17 years old - oun on bail)

Hlll_‘rl:\' Hrowwin dwas oul i bhaidl, bl rearrested .- was
1111}'u|u||} a imaterial t_'n-jlr'lﬂ'hh. hul. in ‘-"II'-!EI Lk
extradite lum from Buffalo, be was charged with
assanlt wath antent oo murderh

[|:'.-n||_.: “helnka’ '!l'-:lu:lr {sentenced 1o lifez)

Sarslall Eddie Consay
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Marshall Eddie Conway (sentenced 1o Tife plas 30
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ki Powekl

liwk Tvory Johinson

There will be one tnal 4 month ber the nexg Vear
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MONDAY, APRIL 5

The selection of the jury was done in Judge Anselm Sodaros
chambers end the courroem was cleared of all spectators. This
procedure, -almost unheard of in the Stte of Marvland, was
requested by the Defense Attorney. Larry Gibson, o determine if
prospeclive  jurers were prejudiced agamst the Blwk  Panther
Farty and its members. and whether they objected to the

ownership of & gun. Some peneral guestions were asked of the
entire gury panel of about B people, and, then prospective jurors
were citlled into chambers 1w b guestioned one at o tme. After
Almdst an e@nnire du':' ul QUEslon g, seven women and bever mien,
with two female altermates were sefected. Seven people were
Black and leve were “White: the two daliemares were Black. The
toreman was White.

TUESDAY, APRIL &

In his opeming siatement. Assistunt State’s Attorpey. Hillary
Caplan emphasaced the fen thial Charles Wyche's beang o Panther
wits irrelevant” amd that “this is net oa pelitical treal ” He
sketched the State’s version of the “cnime” which included a
“house arrest” of Anderson and subseguen tofture and beating,
end of his being ordered o be murdersd by “that orgomazation”
after having been transported inoa car to the park by o “g2roup of
people who happened o be Hlack Panthers” There, Charles
Wyche was alleged 1o hove shotgunned Anmderson o death.
Adterwards, “mlormation then came Trom some sowrce, which
Caplan later identified as “accomplices.” Defense Anomey, Lamy
Cithsoa, made o clear 1o the jl.u"_r that Charles 'I-'ﬁ"'_'.'Lhr: Was i
present al Panther Headguarters on the 1th and T1th of July, 1969
- when the rture mender wias sakl o have taken place, thal s
client was inpocent and that he could prove i

Although it was jointly stipulated By both lawyers that the
skeletwn found in Leakin Park was thar of Bupgene Leroy
Anderson, the Prosecution sill presented slides and photegraphs
of the skeleton., teeth amd vanous bones; stahmg however, that he
dishiked bringing this “gore™ mie the cowrmsom

The first person o lake the stand was State’s Witness, Mahonney
kebe, who stoted he was a “cluse associale” of Anderson’ s and
then charsctenzed him es “kind of schizophrene,” Kebe siated
that the wrure began shoely after 3 Poliecal Education Class an
Thursday evensag, July 10, 196% and that Charles Wyche was
present. Although Kebe adoutted hiting his old friend Anderson
"six of seven nmes” then, and [ater the neat doy with o bed slon,
he said he didn't ace Charles Wyche do anyvihing o Anderson.
Kebe stated he was on medication and that” he sab down on a
char in the :-;jrl_l,- MmN g howurs of J|J|}' M. and woke up
approsimately 12 bours loter on the Hoor - ned Knewaing what had
huppened 1o him. He stated that when removing Anderson from
headguarters, Arnold Lorey (another State’s Witness) ook him
into the alley by holding on to the back of his bell, and that
Charles Wyche went oul the fronl door, supposediy oo go on the
“Dreath Rade”

Kebe said he gave o stalement to the police in Fanwary, FSTO, bt
that o “sensanon” in his mingd ld bim that he had spoken 10 ke,
police before that date concemning the case He hid been vesited
by Special Services Officers who customanly dead with aintormers
and police agents, rather than the CID (Criminal lnvestigation
Dhvisiont which would normally investigale soch o case. When
asked why he waited until he was approsched by the police w
testily sipce be stated he had been extremely “bothered” by the’
incident. he said ke wis “afraid of the Panthers,” and that his

home might be bombed.

WEDNESDAY., APRIL 7

The S1ate called Amold Loney. the second State’s Witness 1o Lhe
il again asked for & run-down of what had taken place a
party Headquarters on July 10 and 11,1969, He stated that
orning, July 11, Charles Wyche borrowed a VW Bus to
find a spot for the body. He said that Charles returned to
headquarters later that evening after a Political Education Chess
iKehe restified that this Class took place on Thursday evening.
July 10y and then drove 1o Charles” house 1o pick up shells, and a
sawed-off shotgun, They then wenl o someons else’s house 1o
pick up another shotgun. Loney stated that Charles led Anderson
ot of headguarters (instead o himsell a5 Bebe testified). When
they arrived in the Park, Loney stated that he acted as look-out
and Charles took Anderson inte the woods. He then siates that he
heard one shot and when Charles came out of the woods that he
sated. T killed him.” Loney originally staed thar he hadn'y
testified prior w being approached by the police because he was
“afraid of the Panthers” However, under cross-examination, he
admitted  that he was afraid thal he would be charged with
murder amd Kidnapping and that his main concern was for his

“life and freedom.”
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The aftermoon session began with Larry Gibson moving for a
disimissal of the mdiciments against Charles on the grounds of
contradictory  testumoeny. He showed a few of the many instances
where Kebe and Loney gave different version: Polincal Education
Class being held on twoe different evenings; different people on
the “death ride™: amd Kebe states that Loney led Anderson out of
Hepdguarters and Loney states that Charles did, Mr, Gibson said
that the State could not present two different versions of the
samne ncident ond expect the Jury o decide which one might be
true. The motion was denied. The Defense then osked that one
wilnmess s festirnony be siricken from the record and said that the
State knowingly putl ome witness on the stond who perjured
himsclt. The State’s rebuttal was that there are “always two
different versions of the same incident” and than the Siace
vouched for ils wilnesses. Gibson stated that this was en
eatremely serious matter since his client had been in jail for a
year. After hearing this, the judge saidthat he 1ok “no pleasure

aboul people being in jail™ - that he was “just deing his duty™ and
derned  the motion. Gibson presented s thisd motion that the
Stare produce the Grand Jury Testimony since there were
“inconsistencies af the core of the case” Judge Sodaro also
demied this motion. The nest wilness was a State Trooper who
testilied that he stopped the car (while they were on their way to
Leukin Fark ) while looking for some robbery suspects and that
when he wsed a Aashlight to see who was in the car, he noticed
someens wWho looked beat wp. (acconding 1o Kebe's testimony,
Anderson had been beaten 1o g “pulp”) He was told that the
persen Bad been in o fight at o party and that they were taking
him home, so the Trooper let them go afier giving them a repair
slip fer o defective light. He never m any time identified Charles
45 being o passenger in the car.

Detective Moore then took the stand and admined the fact that
he had shown Donald Vaughn (State’s Witness) a picture of a
different shotgun than the one hebd es evidence in court, although
Vaughn had wdentified the shotgun in the picture as the murder
weapon. Ciihson again moved for dismissal on the grounds of
sevemplice { Kebe apd Loney) testimony ot being sufficent since

the enly evidence against Charles was a shotgun that only Loney
wentiicd. The Judge stated thar Kebe was not an accomplice in
the murder end kKidnapping aond that Leney’s story was
cormbiorated by (he Trooper, and so, denied the motion

THURSDAY, APRIL &

:;hf l!:"'—"':“_ﬂ“: opened its case by calling Donald Vaughn, one of
- ﬂ'f'-:__"- Witnesses - over the State’s objections. The only
iff“[-:]f raushn could definitely wenufy as being at Panther
radquariers on July 10 wers Mahonney Kebe and Henry



Mitchell, He testified dhat e was present throughout the entire
torture and that Charks wasn™t there, The mext witness was Pegey
MoCanhy any wha is Charbes” wife, She stated that Chasles went 1o
work on the morning of the [lith, and when be retumed home she
aied Charles and some of their friends went out shopping lor

things for her Binthday Party which was 10 tuke place the nest
dav, They all had some heers and then later went o slecp

Detective Phillip Smath of the C1D was called w0 the stand, but
the prosecution objected and both lawyvers appreashed the bench.
The jury was dismmizsed sinee there was a disagreement about
whether or not he should be allowed to testily, Gibson wanted
him to produce the siatements of Carol Martin and  Stephanie

Thomas which the State has in s possession and that exculpates
{clears of guilt) Charles. He said that statements thatcan

exculpate a client should be entered into testtmony. Caplan
staled that that statenmsents were “hearsay”™ amd thalbmey  could

not be read without the personal appearance” of the wilnesses, As
usual, the judpe agreed with the Prosecutor and the moton wis
denied

The next witness was a friend and Former supervisor of Charles
where he had been emploved at the tme of the supposed ancadent
whi testified that he spent the morming of the lth with Charles
dealing with the company payroll. Arownd 10000 that evening he
wenl [ Charles’ bouse, had some beers and then left aroond
[ DAM. The Defense rested its coase.

MONDAY, APRIL 12

Defense Counsel moved that Stephanie Thomas and Carol
Martin's statement should be read into testimony and then
proceeded o read portions of them. Stephanie Thomas'
statement (taken Mav 13, 19700 never mentions Charles being
present on the 10 and 1T, and aeither does Carol Martin’s (tuken
May 26, 1970), but both statements impeach (call into question
the veracity of a wntness) Loney and Kebe's testimony. Gibson
said that it was the State’s duty, not only 0 get a conviction, but
to produce statements thal ol E!l'.l.':j]'!lu[l’.‘ the defendant. Judge
Sodare stated that he “knew nothing under the law™ thal would
permit him 1o admat these statements imo estimony and denied
the motwon, Gibson then made o motion o re-open the case o
hear additional testimony. The judge hnaly granted & molion.
Charles’ punch cards and pay slips for the week of July 10,1969
were entered into evidemce, snd amther winess corroborated
prior testimony that Charles had been st work on the 10th of
Tuly. Kodel Martin, a friend of Charles and Pegey's testified that
she had gone shopping with them on the evening of July LI, then
went back to Charles’ house - staved for awhile and then Peggy
and Charles drove her home around D1 0. Again, the [efense
mowed o sinke the testimony of either Kebe or Loney, o which
the pudge replied, “Well, ['ll deny your motion.” Another motsen
for acquittal was presented since accomplice lestimony 15 not
sufficient evidence. The judge said he had already made clear
what his position was - motion denied. Once again, the Defense
rested s Case.

In the Prosecution's closing statement he argued that there were
not contradictions in Loney's and Kebe's stones but that Loney
mcontinued” the story where Kebe left oftf and that there
couldn’t possibly be any madive [0 te because then they would
lose their immunity. He stated that Loney was suppored by his
pwn testimony, that he was one of the "most wruthiul wilnesses
that ever wok the stand,” and the corroberating teshimony of the
Trooper and Loney was a “strong basis of the case.” He argued
that the defendant™s case wis weak and thar he wouldn't believe
that the jury could possibly be sucked into believing it He stated
phat it was the jury’s job tootest the “credibility™ of the witnesses
by going on the “focts” of the case.

In Gibson's closing statement he said that this was an “wnusual

trial” end that the person should never huve been arrested. jailed
or tried. He again reiterated the discrepancies in Kebe's and

Loney s testimony and that Vaughn never placed Charles there.
He argued that the State knowingly had witnesses who perjured
ihemselves, He siressed the fm:l: that if there was any doubt in the
juror s minds about the testimony that they must acquit Charles,
they could only convict beyond a reasonable doubt,

The judge them gave his charge 1o the jury and they left two
deliberate at around 4:00, At 6:20, they returned and the
Foreman stated that Charles Wyche was NOT GUILTY of
kidrapping and MOT GUILTY of murder. L‘ap]a_n then polled the
jury, who all concurred = at which time he dismissed the charges
against Charles Wyche of “conspiracy.”

| —
The next trial in the “Torture Murder” case is scheduled o come
i sorree Ulme in M[I::r

The Committee o Defend Political Prsoners was onginall
formed for legal defense, publicity and raising bait for t
Baltimore Panther Trals. Realizing, however, that after

courts, the prsons arg the next step in the injustice perpetralg
on poor people in this country, we have had several pred
conferences regarding prison conditions and organize-d two rallis
in support of prison rebellions in the Balumore area. We a

interested in starting a Prison Busing Program for the Baltimo
area since transportation is inconvemient and expensive
sometimes families and fnends of pnsoners don’t see each othg
for months and even vears, We are in need of funds for the Busin
program. on-going legal defense and bail. Flease sen

contrbutions w0 the Commimes o Defend Political Prisone
Post D Ifice Box 095, B 203,
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