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EARL G3FAR] nelped to found ond is vice-president of the Black Student Unfon ot California Sate Lolisge
gt Los Angalas. He has worked with SMNUC and other organizotions in the block community in Los Angelss,
He 1s working on his M, A, degree in Sociology of Cal State, LA, Ha hos written articles which havs |
appearad in the LA, Free Press, the Guardian, Negro Digest and Black Pelities. He is clso warking on @
book daaling with Black capitalism 1o be published by Monthly Review Press,

The racent murdars of John Huggins end Alprentice “Bunchy” Correr of the Black Panther Party and the subsequent Tm-~
nlization ond orrest of several members of Ron Karenga's LS srgurization has served to dramatize the glaring ideclogi-
cal deficisncies inherant in the thought of mony of roday's so-colied blogk culfurg! nationalist ergonizations, :
in #his partlesiar irstance, the onus of cuirural porionelism’s historie fallaey just hanpensd to foll an Korengo ond US
argoiization., WS, though representotive of moany of the negative frends embodied in much of culiural netiengiism’s
programmatic content, by ne megns should be viewed here a3 the sole malefactor, Before cortinuing though, it must
be mode clear that black cultural nottonalism, in veried forms, historically {tha Harlem arts rengissence of the 205 be-
ing an excellent axample) as well as in the contemporory black experience has been a positive forse, It hos played an
sxiremely vital rale ot times in both heightening the leve! of the block liberation streggle while af the some instant
increqsing in stoges the development of hlack radical comciousness.

Monatheless, of this oritical point in the liberation struggle it s time for black peaple fo moke o thorough questioning
anahsis of many of the assumptions and goals tho have been put forth by mony of the seif-appeinted "new~wavz " bisek
spokesmen, Such an erglysis § feel will help to place in a more rencble perspective such as yet unsetisfactorily an-
swerad guestions os: "what do we @ black freedom fighters want 2" ard more importently "how do we go about gefting
it,™ For g present what is sorely needed is fo movs the liberation struggle from the truppings of personal ege-buiiding
phraseolegy to the collective development of productive idealogy,  This must ba done if black people don't want fo
see other Hugging’ ond Carfers’,

A3 con readily be seen, .. The post half decade hus seen awdkened in the spirit of Afro~Americs 4 new Tound sense of
spiritual ond culture] aworeness, Black people, in evar Increasing numbers, have begun o turn the traditioval recist
myth of black inferiority around full cycle to the point where now, a3 the expressions go, black is both beautifel end
superior. Symboabically representing the resurgence of black cultura] awarensss is the current populearity of such things
as the "Afro” or natural hair styles, the wearing of traditional African dress, the adoption of African names and the
vogue wiempts on the part of some black people to learn an Africaon langusge. As Lerol Jones, one of the chisf arthi-
tects of the new black culhual rencissance, has writien: "The Black Man must aspire 1o Blackness.” and "The Black
Man must idealize himself gs Black.”

The concepts and 1degs smbodied in the philo- 3
sophy of vlack cultural notionalism hove alen
Taid the groundwork for the formation of many
new block organizations In Afre~America,

1o a great extent, however, the existence

of these organizations dedicated fo the peingi-
vlas and precepts of sulture! nationolism hes o
very defined and extended history, In fact,
ana would be correct in stating thot cultural nationalism (of lenst the internelized feliing) has been o component parf of
the biack experience ever since the Ffirst dlove ship from Africa @rived in the Westarn Hemisphers,

The smotive desire embedded within the black maszes Tn the Americas for o nationa] existense and seif-axprassion

was The dominant force bebind mony of the sarly slave rebellions. Theugh Cultural notionalism was always present

in the manner, ritual and song of black people during slavery, 1f wasn™ unti) the mid-I%h cenfury in the U5, that
any substardive political or social organizational framework could be developed for s expression. The main impefus
behind this development wos the theoretical writings of a Harvard fralned black phwician--~Dr, Mortin Dalonsy,
Delgney, even at that ewrly date, disdained the use of the term negro and preferred o be caitled black. Deloney,
bore: of pure West African sfock, took o pointed Interest In the study of African history and culture. Delaney, loger,
in his seminal work, The Condition, Elevation, Emigration and Destinv of the Colored People of the United Stares,
Polltically Considered, published in 1852, outlirad o program which he felt would speak 1o the Immadiate neods of .
black people, Fart of Delaney's program called for the emigration fo, ond the colenization of Eostern Afifoa by bisck

I




seople. With this plan, Delaney became one of the firet black leaders to odvance the ideo of o black mass exodus
Lack fo Africa. This idec, of course, wus to assume mush greater proportions in the ideclagy of many luter culbtural
sationalist organizations, Delansy alse was the first to onunc) ate the idea that blgck people in thely separate axistence
in Americs did, in faor, constifute o "Mation within o arion.” Since Delaney, the thread of this idea] hos bean
nicked up ond expounded by réarty svery majer Block Nationalist spokesman ranging from Garvey to taleolm A,

many of the iheoretizal weaknesses which have piagusd to o
large desres momy of roday’s biack cutiuret groupings. Ons of the more obvisus here being the tendency toward rank

opportunish.  As an exomple. Delaney in soiling for Black people to return to Africa actively sought the "aid™ and

Hessictanes” of the Furopeon Nations; Ergland and France in partteuiar, This come of o Yime whan both of these nabions
he Third Werld continents of

along with the rest of Rurope were greedily frying to esioblish colonial hegemony aver 't
Asia and Africa. Deloney further felf rhgt Hhe centocts with these Ruropean nations shauld be mads by certein selact
representatives of Afra-Amarics i =k were o be chesen from o "confidential councit.® This wos Bitle more thon a
19th century version of the "black missieadry complex, ! which today almest completely solors the cuticok ond mettal-

ity of the block elite in theis dealings with the black masses.

Menetheless, Delaney in much of his planaing ool ed

¢ L Wirh the Civil War and “emancipation " the argonized spruciure of the cutturgl
T ngtionsiis movement collopsed. However, its splvit remained o perd of the
. llatent charocter of the now "froe” black masmes, I wasn'i until the serly
‘*% S0h century, with the establishment by Cywil V. Beigos of the Africen Blood
Y Beptherhood, thot culhwal nationsiism ogain received dirert ond open exprase
' an, The Srotherhoed based its name on an African cuttural rite of frafermi-
s ation which demonded thar the poriies involved mingle their drops of Hleod.
= The Brntherhood from 15 beginning was a seereie biack organtzolion fadisoted
te Blaek Hberarien through rocial pride and equality, jaciuded in the Brother—
hood's aight point progrom was the catl for o block united front, Bripg's move-
&, mant, ke Deloney’s before him, though, onty served os o preluds to The
~  grond'doddy of ofl the cultural nationalist movemenis. And that was, of sourse,
' Rbarcus Sarvey's Universal Negro Improvement Associerion’s (.M LA
Mhack to Africa” movemeni. With the emergence of fiarous Carvey, culturel
_ nationaiism for the first fime cffained a legitimofe wide-spread recognition
i, From litermily millions of black psopte thraughout the world ffor Garvey's
' mpvement was truly internatisnal in both appeat and soopel. Garvey's skiti-

as

e fsl espousa! of hiogk nationalish fensts combined with his gnitity "o erganize
biock people info o moss bose assured his oML AL of the larae  membarship
ever srjoved By any black orgenizafion in America, TGorvey | ovament

cdded fwo new dimensicns fo the {deological framework of culrorel antionaiism.
g The firsf wus arti—comemunizm, Garvey indicoted on savermt oocotions thet he
Y considerad “the white capitalist. . .o be the only convenient friend” of the
 biock worker. In addition, Gaorvey stated: "Fusdamentally what rocial differ-
¥ once is there between o white Communist, Republicen or Demograi 7. .« On
§ i tha oppeal of roze inferest the Communist is os ready s either To show his

¥ raciol. | superiority over the MNegro. v

BT o degres, what Gorvey alludes to heve is and hee baan trus Tn ol toe many Gos
yinihe past. Offen the white communist, in 30 fzr o hiask poople have been con-
cormed, hos been just that —- white first and then {if there is anyshing lefty com~
murist. Also, white ragism, being the oll-powerful factor In American life that
it 55 Carvey's mistrost of anything white was af fzast in port wndarstandable.
Howevar, Curvey's onti-cammunism was mush mors Than just o defense or reqe-
3o rion apuinst the omnipretence of white racism. it wes a tactieal ploy skillfuily
. B dasigned to covar up the persono! exploitative designs held by the black elite
¥, ay themselves {mony of whom formed o nueleus of Garvey's orgenizaiion} en the scor
& omy of the black communities, Garvey's ardi~communism, bosed on the mistrost
of white peanle, was phony ond misfeading, parficutarly in fignt of the fact tht
he wis more than wiiling to work with the Ko Klux Kian {who for ¥he most pait
wers nothing but Southern Democrats with shestsy. According fo Garveys e
gord the Klan, the Anglo-Sexon Clubs and Whire Americon Societies o5 befter
friends of the roce thon oll other groups of hypoeriticel whites put Together.
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The second exiension Garvey made in the framework of ulturg! narienalism was the greater emphasis put on the mpie

of bipck business o5 o maans for Blodk Hberrinn, Whether realizad oy net, the smphasiz ploced on black copiwdist
cusinass, by Garvey, was the direct somplement of s position of gnti-cemmunism, H shouic not be o surprise, though,
that Garvey oid look 1o business 25 a source of sfrength for the huilding of his movement. For Garvey, o5 1t s known,
rome to the 11,5, in 1915 for the specific purpose of mesting with Sooker 7. Washington and thersby {oining his then
Jomatoa-bosed UM 1L A, up with Wodhingion’s movemens for blank felite} economic Tindependencs . ™ A Gorvaey
himself relared: "] read ‘Up from Slavery’ by Bocker T, Washingten ond then my doom —— i 1 may 5o oot it —- of being
o s looder dowped VDT TS Afror Wgshiﬂgmn 's death, Garvey lost 131l $ime In frying fo Eﬁ;ieman? his nigck
copitalist eponomic program which 1t must be suid sven of that early polit was olreody curdered and volusless in o far
w5 Fhe proctical needs of the block mosses,

Uaperturbed, Guarvey in 919 ot up both the Black Stor Steamship Line and the Megro Facteries Corporation which
astensibly was designed to promote business npportunitiss omong block peorle. S5 expscted, like bis smokescreen anti-
communism, TFarvey's emphasis on black business g8 o sohition fo the seonomic depression of biock peopis ploysd right
into the honds of the black elite, As past prostize hes demonstrated, casitalist busingss enterprise whather white oo
Biack iz bosad solsly on the motive of profif; fo be mors spacific, ﬁ-gpiaiﬁgﬂyﬂ profit, The bigck elife, who in reality
arz 1HtHe more thon corporate enderprises fond mea In the biuck sommunities, heeve getven rich themselves off of the
meagre earnings of the black workers.  Ancther ospect of the black elite’s pursuit of capitalist ecosoming, Is tha in-
remsification ond brogdening of the clas cleavages within the block communities; thus sreveniing the attoinment of

a genuine biack  united fropt agoinst copitalist expleifetion ond rocfsm . As oon be seenthen bioeh copitalism's
proponenis ~- e hlock elite - affects the corporoie powsr structure’s muin desire . B wrectes divisions while main-
taining vested intarast. So Garvey with his premotion of block busimess enterprize laid the foundation for the future
"Buy Black” and “support black” compoigns which the black =lite ower rhe weors has so Judiciousiy plugged in thelr
qieest Tor profif.

After Gorvay's deparfure from the scene, the Modnn of lom under the {eadership of the Honorable THish Mubammad,
herame the main siondard boarer of the rodiion of cultuesi actionnlise: . The MNotion, since i85 founding, hos, vnithe
#he mortier culburo! nationalism movements, placed on inscdingte weipht on the spiritual sentent of cultura? natfonsiism.

As shoyld ke apparest from this brief higorica] overview, subtural notionalism i5 deeply rooted in the block sxperiance
in white rocist Americs, And ik their histeric forsronners; the new waove sultwrs] netionelist sroenizations howe adoo—
red, lgrgely upwevised, the soma negutive theoretice! flaws okin fo the sorlier movements, The anly difference being
that the scene ond sircumzronee has chonged. The MNework Biock Power Conferanee of 19467 §s on excellant illustration.
Many of the Individugls ond progenfzations that ploved a prominent role in the planning of the conference wars beslogily
progiitiones of culfursl notionolism,  As wos the case with OGorvey, (though on o more restricted basisl nsarly fifey
veors 2ariisr, mech of the finansing for the oebivitias of the sonference itself come directly from some of Amarics’s
ieading corporations, {Robart Allen hos placed the number ot 530, For n more comprehersive amalysis of the rola of
cerporations and foundotions, especialiy Tord, in the sbversion of the black liberation movement, see: "Diglesiics

af Black Fower.”) The white corporate powsr sfructuwe has shown time and agoin that it s abtways ready to mavs in

and eithey co~opt with money and promises or suporess ond swbvearl with force and viclenes ony movament that i per-
meives os being a threat to the mointsnance of i1 seif-interest 2. exploitarion and oppression of America’s workers,
With cuttural notionelism, though, it seems Amaricon sorporate enferprise has never hed o consider the lather grroaeh
tmroe ang vielence). The organizers of the 8lack Power Conference, i# aopeors, were more thon recepiive fo pvsr-
tures of apsistance {pay—offs ¥) from white cotporats anterprize. 10 noting somae of the resclutions thor the conforsnes
wert on resoed o supporting, the indicotions ors that the white Sorporafions involved spent their monsy well, Tine

of the first resclutions passed out of the conference which deolt with black economic nlonning colled for the gecerler-
arios of “huy blogk’ policies within all bloth communities. " In other words maore Black conitalism, O the political
tront; one of the major resolutions pamsed colled for the election of fvelve more biook conpressmen in the 1958 alsoe
tions,  In possing this resolution, it is assumed thot the conference sgress with Zhony magazine when it suggests that
somghow o blagk face ina politjent office mpresants Black Power. The fact of the matter is that thers is cheolutely

i squotion betwesn the two . Clevelond fodey has o blodk movor, bur don® thisk for one minuts thet 1he blgck mosses
in Cleveland hoave any real contre] pver the destinles of thair lives, Blachk sslfedetersingtion s no more o reelity in
Llaveland, or for thot matter anywhere els2 in the nouniry whare bladk weople ore “represented” by o blook politicel
Houre thaod), todgy than it was before the election of Carl Stokes. The only thing thet has changed in Clavaland is
the calor of the jllusion. (MNow blgok people during z rehellion Son hove thae “olegzure,” of wam the coss Suring the
rebellion there several months age, of seeing o wlock, rother than g wi—:i?.g; TerE ealfl in the msifee o ot bonet -
ouors .}
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fs o finat exampls of the cooptative svesure put on the Black Power Conference read: cultural nationalism) let us
examine whar was undoubtedly one of the most negutive proposals pussed by the conference, This called for the s g
ment of "unly black police coprains te blask nelghborhoods,” With the passoge of this resolution. the corference
again apparensiy faelz that o black fuce, this fime behind the bodge {ond the gun); equals Black Power. Sad]y enough;,
by now it should be obvious encugh to black peeple from pust experience that o bluck cop, when i comes o dealing
with the problems of black pesple in the community, is no different or better than a white cop.  In many instonces o
black cop hos been known o go out of his way fo make ¥ tougher on black people. Make no mistake, this fast should
be understopd For exactiy what it is. A black peliceman, iike his white counterpart, is still the street arm of the white
corporate power structure, His job remoins, o5 o matter of course, that of protector of the inferests and welfare of the
exploitative businessss and property located in the block communiiies. This as opposed to his statad purpose namaly
protecting ond serving the people of the community, In America, os the system is presently constijuted, the allegiance
of the police regardiess of both colar and disnesition, will always remain with the racist power siructure.  In case for
some this truth s hord to accept, one has only to ohserve the conditions in Horlem and Chicago where black police
captoins ond officials are now, and hove been for some fime, a reality. The Institetons of social oppression theve re-
maoir unchangad, Or ane can toke the sxompie of Lucius Amerson, the frst block shariff elected in the modern history
of Alobomn. Amersen wos put Tn offlos in Moecon county, Alchomu by bluck vores. Amersen, nevertheless, consistent
1y repsdiated the black powsr movement . Whan black students of Tuskesgee Institute {which i3 located in Tuskesgee,
the Macon Coupty sent) went on sirtke ond sccunied o building on compus In protest agoinst the oppressive conditions
at the csllege {lmposed by o black slite controliad administrotion), Amerson celled in the national guard. As one stu-
dent there put it Amerson wos “precccupied with order.” Amenon, of gourse, had ne choice. As g bought ond paid

aceni of the power strutture he wos forced to respond, Bke any other dutiful white racist moyer or police chief, to the
situation which the ruling closs hod labelied dungerous,

The resolutions passed by the Black Power Conference then daspite tha hysterjcal scare tactics emploved by the rogist
press, in o different coniext sould genesatly hove been characterized as minimal and mildly reformist, As such, they
would hove called for no grect 2asrifice on the parr of Amerfca's ruling elite to implemant. However, if one s ser-
iously conssrnad with tha sefzure of siots power for the bensfit of oppressed people in Amerisa, the resoiutions passed
in their present form by the conferance were of the very leost elifist in their ofientation toward the black elifa, Thare-
fore such @ progrom, o5 the conferancs went on record o8 supporting, is nof suitably geored foward eliciting or encowr~
aging the suppert of tha maximum number of black people.

As o next step, 1et’s examine more closaly the dirsction which some of the individual colturol notionalist organizations
ore hegded af mresent, In MNewark, leroi Jones gnd his United frothers ore getvely involved ¥n o campaign fo toke
aver hlack contral of the munizipal government in the city. As Jones put it "Oer aim a5 fo bring about Slack self-
government in Newark by 1973, 7 It is remsoned that since Plawark is &0% black, black people shauid be the contred-
ling etement in the city, Again the some prmblem orizes that the Black Power Conference was wnoble fo deal with re—
aarding black politicel contrel, It iz atil fotally wnveniistic %o think that by stacking o municipal edministretion with
bin=k foces is going to maks any rea! difference in the power balunce. The fuct remeins that today a5 g meons of ¢ir-
cumventing block political contral, the renl powar gver internal contral and the decision making processes is being re-
moved from the large cities which have, or seon will bave, black majonities, Real power teday is strategicatly concen—
trated in the hands of hoth the racist run state lagislatures and the corporate controlled federal governmant, As i,
Rap Brown has aptly summed B up: M4 long as the man zontrols the water or electricity coming info your community

it doas you no geod fo control that community., .1 think the
real fsze goes way bayend this idea of geographic contral
If what Rap is soying bere is net elear, black people have only
to fook ut the examples of the esfimaied twenty-Tive ali-black
towns thot exist in Amarica today. In sach instonce, these
fowns ore politically and economically backoward precizely
_ becouse of what Rap refers to, The confrol and manogement
Lo - of thess fowrs comes from outside, Richard Hatoher, the first
P il gnd , & e block mayor of Sary, Indlong, has stated the probiem aven
more clearly: "There §s much talk about block conirl of the
ghetto, what does that meon? { om mayer of o city of rough-
v 50,000 black people, bui we do not conirol the possibilities
af jchs for them, of money for their schools, or sate funded
social servizes, THESE THINGS ARE IR THE HANDS OF THE
LIPITED STATES SYEEL CORPORATION ANWND THE COUNTY
QEFARTMENT OF WELFARE OF THE STATE OF INDIANA
_ femphasis mine). "Will the poor in Gary’s worst slums be
B RTER %/ halped because the pmwo~shop owner is black, not white?
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' _i_F Jonas iz to he believad In-his offorts then beliaf In blockness is oll that is needsd te bredk this effectua] strenath,

O this theme Jones has gone even further, In a recent inferview (Black Theatre , 1948, p, 18}, Jones expressed his

- vontempt for black people who as hé put it "are quick to run to a white Europaan political reference” rathar than "quote
MNkromah or Sekey Toure or Nyere, " It may come as a surprise to Jones {though | fend to doubs it} to know that the three
Africon political figures that he mentions all at one time digested the works of Marx, Leninand other Maexist theorsticie
Each of the three has brilliantly applied the Marxist meaning to the particular context and conditions of sach of theis
respective countries, As o result today both Guinea under Toure and Tanzania under Myerere, through the skilifel blend
of Afrison Socialism, have become two of the most prograssive countries en fhe Africon continent, and both are in the
torefront of the fight against Western Impericiism.

Similarly, Stokely Carmichwel has vsed the same nglve regsoning as Jones whan he procleimed Tn his now famaus distum
that "Every negro is a Fiﬂienﬁul black man.” In reality, nothing could be further from the truth,  For this to be true i
would have to be stightly omended as Rap hos done to rend that if anything "Every nagre Is @ potential trafter. ™ It is
ebsurd, os long s vested interest is the dominant motf in America, o think that every black person in America con be
orought around #o the ideals of collective struggle ond self-sacrifice for biock liberation. ¥ Muc Tse~Tung had mively
taken It for granted that "Every Chinese is o potertial communist” he'd probably be still up in the caves of Northem
Ching taday -- if not dead. CTontradictions notwithstanding though, Leroi Jones ond Stokely Carmichoef are quite cal-

-eulating in their analysis of the content and purpese of the black liberation movement. Jones® attempts to gain black
political centrol of Newark are corefuliy designed to create both a base and the ciimate for his profesed goal — the
estghlishment of g separate black nation. As Jones has writtens "And it is this that the Black Mon must havs, An
mitonomeus Nation, His own forms: tregties, mareements, laws,”

Cultural notionalism, as evidenced historically by Garvey, Delaney and the Mation of dsham has alwoys confained
the seed of teparatism within its framework . Batrer perceived, though, tha aoncept of black notlonhood o5 it relatss
to cultural nafionalism, at present, hos perhaps feund ifs greatast expression in the program of the LA, based US or-
gardzation, {The Mation of lslom must be excluded here. Over the past tan vears thare has bosn o subtle bot recog-
nizasle snif in the orientation of the Mation's program. Theugh still advocating black nationbesod a3 a soludion $s
the problems of block peonle, the Mation is at present placiag its prime emphasis on block business developmant ruther
vhan on the promulgotion of Block pesthetiz and 2ultural volues os o basis for bleck notianhood .}

Briefly, U5 i g relgiively new cultural nationalist orgonization, The orgenization was founded Tn the lorter paort of

%80 by Ron Korenga., The cultural notionalist spirit is openly evident in one of U5 arganizotion’s faverite sxprassions --
FAust trying to be Slack.” US, Uke many other culiurg] nationalist orgonizations, has, instead of offering tongibie pro-
grams of immediate significance to the block community, contented ftself with the colebration of Africon fastivels,
holidays, and the promotion of African fashicn shows, US alio places girong emphosis on the adoption of a new language
far black people, Swubill i the African lornguage that has been chosen,  As Kavengs bas explgined 15 "™We need 6 new
inguoge to breok the linguistic straftjucket of cur mastars, .. ™ The emphasis on Jonguage rather thon progrosn has done

g great deal to creote confusion amang mony block people, The study of o second longuage ot this soinr in the strugple
is ot best o peripharal issus in so for os the immediate needs of black peoples are concerned, Further, wherhar it §s ragi-
ized or not, English iz the nomber one languoge in the world, ond one of the mojor languoges spoken in the Third World,

Those then that ore zen Gﬂﬁf}‘ zoncerned ohout boilding o notional ib-
eration mevament in the U.5, capoble of linking up with the liberg-
$ion struagles In other countries must becoine awore of the nead Ter o
common language. With English, the base is partly there. True So-
cialist [or communist, if vou prefer) internationuiism must have o5 ik
goal , oF farx maintoined, the brecking down of all borriers and ra=-
rimnal boundaries thet divide the revolutionary peonies of the warld.
And gs it stonds row, outside of U5, Impsrialism, racism and milita-
rism, longuege differenfials are one of the main obstacies to this pro-
Co55,

i #he some context, US, like other culturgl nationglist groups which
snciuds the Yorvhas end the Mau Maus of Harlem, feel that it is es-
sential to relote ta all the customs ond treditions of Africa, Karengg
has seid: “To go back o rradizion is the first step forwaord," As o
posed to this Huey P, Newion, who embodies the spirit of the Black
Ponther Tarty, *H‘l& main force behind E’E‘Jﬂhﬂﬂi}r’lﬂf}f black natrianalism
in America, tokes g different and muchk more progmatic view when he
points out: "We have to realize our black heritoge in order to give us
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strength To move on and progress. But as far as returning to the old Afrigen culture, it's unnecessary and it's not advaniageous
in many respects, We believe that CULTURE 1TSE4F WILL NOT LiBERATE U5, We're going o need some stronger sruff, " By
"stronger stuff! Huey of course iz referring to the gorrect political and ecenomic discipiine based strietly on the peeds of the
black masses.

Going back then fo the qoncest of black nationhood oz i involves cubtural nationalism, we can see just how weaok the
pramise on which it rests is. But @z o fingl note on this question, neither US nor any of the cther cultural netionolist
srgarizetions thot are pushing the issue of black nationhood have et shown just how they are prepared to deci with

the sorfoin praspect of Americon econamie subversion, Political Independence doesn't necessarily mean paliticagl o
aconomic confrol of g national economy. It s an unguestioned fact that of the some forty independent nations in Africa,
ali of whem have their own black gevernments, legislatures, Flags ead presidents, none of them ineluding the afore-
mentioned Guinsa and Toneania, are totolly self-supporting. The some principle thet is in eperation regarding the

25 all-blads rowns, previcusly mentioned, applies on an international level with the African ond other Third World

couniries, U5, Impericlism 15 the mojor roadbleck fo the freedom ‘and independence of every individual and country
iry the Third Werld Blec, . . . -

Cuiteral noafionalism's faifure ko comprehend adequately the scope of U.5, Imperiatiem stems mainly from the narrow-
nats of its deological fromework, As a conseauence, cultural nationalists, in the tradition of Garvey, have completely
reled put, for the most part, the closs view of ke struggle: And instead of relying solely on the racial anaiysis, Korenga
again interprats the faelings of most sultural oationalists on this point: "The internafiopal issue is racism not econamics. .
RACISM RULES CUT ECONDOMICS, . . Therefore we conceive of the problem today not as o eloss struggle but o globdl
strugole agoinst racism, ® This view is of course bosed on an erroneous assumption, Race does not ruls out ecenomics.

# amvthing, in Amarica, racist oppression and division are to a great extent the dutstanding outgrowth of whits America’s
four hundred vear pursuit of capitolist economics, A pursvil thet began with the wealth Americy derived from the Afri-
can slave trade and the justification for iis existence being the rationalized myth of black inferiarity. A pursuit that
extends through the present with the corporats power siructere today still relying on racism {despite the focade of laws,
rhetoric ond commissions 3o the corfrary) os a weapon fo divide black and white workers. - This is net fo say that whire
racism would be antirely aliminoted if capltalism as o system was thoroughly transformed. Foer it is undenigbly true

Fhat rocism s o determinom component has completely permeated every institutional fiber 1n white American society.

As o result, white rocism as o distinetly separate on-guing process has in itself achieved the position of insritutional
steatus. Even so, it js still ingccusate to affempt to separate white racism as q process from:its bose of origin —— capital-
istn. O their basic leve!, the two orz Insepargkle, To deny the characier of one fs to deny the character of the

other, In o propar perspective, the eradication of capitaiism {s a major requisiie inany realistic effort to'solve the
problem of racism. '

Fidridge Cleaver, as a leading theorstician of the Block Panther Party, has pointed up the dual nature of both the
natienal and elows quesiions in the oppression of black people in the U.S, As Cleaver has said: "We repudicie the
capitalist econamic system. We recognizs the closs nature of the capitelist economie system and we recognize the
dynamics involved in the copitalist system. Al the same time we Tecognize the national cheracter of our struggle.
We recoanize the fact that we hava -been oppressed because we are black people even though we know this oppres—
sion was for the purpose of explaitation.”

Returning to US and Karengo, it is relevant 1o nole thot in keeping with cufturgl nationalism's hisioeie tradition of
anti-Marxism, Karenga andorses its congommittant featuras of "Buy Black.” . "Buy Black™ {alwoys insert elite], in
shis case, has become one of the moln points in Korenga's "seven~fald path to ‘Blackness,'” Black eopiralism ond
anti~communism ore choe again tightiy joined,

Finally, no discussion of cuitural pationalism could possibly be considered complete without an analysis'or of Jeast

a clarification of whar is maant by culiure and ifs porticulor refation to the black liberation straggle. Cultural ngifon-
alizsts, for the mest part, are of the opinion that culture is or should be the detarmining fuctor in the struggle. Other
thearists would of course disagree and take Issus with this positlon, For the soke of discussion though, lef us deal with
anly one == Fronz Fanon, "Culiure,” os Fanon defines it, "is fist the expression of a nation, the exprasion of irs
preferences, of 113 rboas and of i pottarns.” Fanon goes on to relgte: "In the colonlal situation, culture, which is
doubly deprived of the support of the nation ond of the State, falls qway and dize. THE CONDITION FOR ITS
ESCISTEMNCE IS THEREFORE MATHOMNAL LIBERATION AND THE RENAISSANCE OF THE STATE," Fanon then is
saying that smphasis on culture should be o related but secondary fegature of wmny liberation struggle. Since it is
agreed by nearty gl involved in the black cultural nationalist movement that Afro-America is (r fact o colonized
nation and black people are o celonized people thenFanoe's asessment of the role of culture should apply o black
America os readily ge 32 wauld 26 the colonial couniries of the Third World. As Fanon views it "national fiberation
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and the renalssance of the Stafe™ is the prereguisite for the successful and permanent growth of genuine black national
cultural volues and consciousness, As contemparary developments have proved, this has indesd besn the case, China
is on excellent sxampla. Mao Tse-Tung's Great Profetarian Culbural Revolution PROCEEBED NOT PRECEDED by neor-
ly twenty years the seizure and sorsolidation of stute political and economic power, The development of mass-based
political and economic power Is abwess the first order of business in any campoign for aational reconstruction. Similar-
ly, it toak o socialist revolution in Cuba to lagiimize within the Cuben notional spivit she Interest in and the study of
African cultural delineations. As o conssquence, the Cuban revolutionary government has set up on o permanent basis
an Institute of Ethnolegy and Folklere dadicuted solely to the research and understonding of African customs, language
and culture, Addad to this, many oli-black ortist groups are presently flourishing in Cuba. Thelr major inferest is,

of course, the discavery and promotion of Hizrature and plays bosed on Africon oultural creations. Coentrary to the
belief of many cuitural nationallsts, culiure is jorgely o byproduet of a natien's aconamic system. As Korl Marx

summed 13 up: "The mode of production of matericl life determines the sacial, pelitical and infelieciunl processes

of life in osnargt, ”

As o coroliory to the quastion of culiure, all too ofter 3 hos kesn observed that mary cultural nationalist ergonizations
as q result of their misunderstanding of the carrect rale of culture at this stage of the libaration struggle hove become
trapped in o ool of elitiem gnd mysticism, Elifism and mysticism hava produced disostrous rasuits when it comes to

these orgamizations actuelly seloting to black peeple on o level of comprehension, Elitism, in o few instonces, hos
found expression In the policies of cultural nationolist orgonizations, Korenge himself hos seid: “Motionalism can

not just go to the musses, i% must make fnasses) come do it " This bit of inverse {nonjrevolutionary tagic, i followed
cut to its bogica! conclusion would insure the permanent fai lure of ony progressive movement emong black pecple fo-
ward organization. The plain fact s that it is the cbiigation of any singers revelutionary o raize the Jevel of conscious-
ness of black people.  An otgonizetion rhai has Tnselated and isclated itseif from the people haos roken itself owt of posis
iian 1o do this. For sueh an endeavor requirss g concerfed, programmatic drive on alf zvels ond at alf times te reach,
affact and invoive pesple on a maximum sceie of partigipation. If this {s not done the orgonizetion will cut ttsel off
fren potenticl sources of support iwhish the community chways representst and thus become either non-functional in ifs
social alpofness or actively courtar-revolutienary. Fo be truly affsctive, os Mao has said, ane must “go to the masses

and learn from them, ™

Culturg! narionclism, os i Iz presently delfined idesiogically, must be opposed. Al this juncturs in the block Hberation
struggle, black unity and active cttempls ot alliances with oll other oppressed EWU?’;“QE‘ in %‘mﬁﬁ":ﬂ are of poromount
importance. Mationalism, as history has shown, <on nedentiolly be a progressive force in bringing about o society’s
social rransformation, provided, of course, that it is ot sxploiied faor the selfizh, parrow ends of o few individuals,

As Fanon has warmed; .. .if nationaiism. .. is not swwiched and deepened by o very rapid fransformation inte o con-

scioUsnoss of Eﬂq;iﬁi o P&i;ﬁﬂﬂi’ nﬁﬂ{iﬁ; 184 '!}i'éﬁﬂf' words inko mmﬁﬂiﬂﬁ; it lecds Lt &lind ﬂ“ﬂ‘f, .
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Sevalutionory notionaiism, both in theory and proctise, is a far reaching variant on the tradifional cancept of biack
notionalizn, Revoluticaary natlonalisis, unlike cultural notionstists, recognize that it is impossible to resoive the
oroblems of black psople under the structure of American Capitalism. This has led Huey Mewlon 1o correstly poind

our that one who adherss to the philosophy of revolutonary nationalism must of neeessity be o sociclist, For revolus-
tionary nationalists, by and lorge, toke the position that in order to oppose capitalism it is mandatory that one adept
o sutiook of Tnternationgl working closs solidarity with porticular emphosis on the struggles of Third Werld penple
against fmperialism, Generally specking, culfural netionatists have o one-sided view of American society. The sfrug-
gte for block fiberation 1o them would be won if only white racism were eliminated. Such o view is cbsurd, Revoiu-
tHionary nodionalists have clearly seen that white racism is only o convenient too! used by the corporaie power stru chure
:o divide the working masses in America while maximizing profits. Culture] nationalists also tend to idantify oniy with
the liberation struagles on the Afrizan continent rather fhan to see the need for a total world revalution, Any number
of sxumples throughout the world of homogensous nationa! populatiorns who are pot discriminated against because of race
byt are nonetheless poor and exploited could readily cited as proof of rehsing eultural notfonalism’s claim that white
sagizm 15 the oniy problem black pecpie must deal with.

A% tha same Hime, revolulionory netionalists realize that a simplistic Marxist approach to the question of Amerigan
opprassion s by itself timitad, Corporcte America's superexploitation of the black warking class, contrary fo what
cartain Marrists groups such os the Progressive Lobor Party maintain, is not the sole obstucle in the path of black
itharation. There cre spaciol problems of both o cultural and sacial nature which blodk people alons face. Mozt
whites oo oppressed because they are poer, i.e. from o Mardion class analysis they ore exploited seonomically as
wotleers: this oz opposed to being oppressed as @ racially distinet nationai minority group =5 are bigck people, it is
apparent then that black people ars oppressed in America both bevause they ore poor and blyck., A pragmatic solu-
tion then would dictate that before any type of working cless hook up can be effect ro fight capitalism, i is First nec-
peaary 0 prgonize black people os o collective body, around the issue of their special economic and cuitural neads,

inte o unified fighting force. This, while combating the racism of white workers., Then and only then con fruisful
wosking class unity be discussed.

Revoiurionary notionalists alse understand that o united working class Tn America must be prapared 20 completaly

suppert national wors of fiberction that are heing, or soon will be, woged agoinst Western Imperizlism throughout
the Third World,

Further, revolutionary novionalists, {Tke thelr Cuban and Vietngmese counterports, realize the vital role which women
must be prepared to ploy in any liberation struggle. This, then, requites the total libaration of women from both scon-
omic deminaiion ard male social chauvinism. Cultura! nationglists, In oppesition, tend to relegate black womean fo o

secmndary position oftentimes justifying this practice with the confention that this 15 in the natural tredition of ancient
African castoms.

Ay *his point 1t would be fair to say that the only black orgonization with ony significant follewing which iz presentily
working roward the dual objestive of blagk liberatien threugh black unity and organization AND NATIGNAL REVO-
EUTION THROLUGH PROIETARLAN CLASS COMSCIQUSNESS is the Black Panther Party. SNCC is for gl practical
pithoses extinet, This Jargely due to s Failure to adapt trself to the shift of the hlock struggle from the rurai South
bor the Urban ghettos of the North. CORE, by contrast, has chosen to Foliow in the steps of Gorvey and Sooker 7,
Washington and pursue separate black business development and copitalist economics as ifs solution 1o the probierns of
biock people. Megrly svery other black "militant” organization has gotten hung up in the nitfalfs of their own deod
and rhetorie ahayt “gatting whitey” and "blewing away tha man” and s0 on. The Fanthers, on the other hond, have
seen vhot rhatoric without progrom doesn’t mean & thing when it comes to dealing with the day to doy problems thas
monfront black and working people. With this in mind, the Panthers as part of their porty platferm have workad outr
in detali o comprehensive fen point progrom which speaks directly to the basic needs of black people in America.

The Panther progrosn purely from un srganizational standpoint is perhaps the most practical program ever devised h?.
any Black group for black pacple, As such it deserves to ba listed in its entirety for purposes of study and hopetully
snustation by other black groups sincerely o ncerned obout blosk community betterment,

{1} Wo want freedom, We want power o defermine the destiny of our black community.

{7) We want full employment for our peupie.

93 We want an end 1o the robbery by the white man ol our black community.

[4) We want desent housing, FHE for sheiter of humon beings.



(51 We wont education for ouwr apsople that expases the true noture of +his decadent American society. We want educa-
tian that teaches us our true history and cur role in fhe present socisty.

(8] We want all black men to be sxempt from military zervice.
[7) We want an immedigte snd fo poiice brutality and murder of black people,
(8) W want freedom for all black men heid in Federal, State, County ond City prisops and jails,

() Wa weni all black people when brought fo trigl to be tried is court by & jury of their peer groups or people from
thair bfock communities, o definad by the constitution of the United States.

(1) We want land, bread, housing, sducation, clething, justice and peoce.

To implement this program the Parthers have moved on several fronts. They have crganized community boyeotts against
explottative business in L, A, and Oaklond, The Panthers currently cre working on programs te feed hungry c¢hildren
and te establish fres medizg] clinizs within the black communities.

-
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