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At an inereasing rate Ame—icans are "informed" of bloody conflicts going
'on in the South, But tragically, facts are not weighted with passion, and
| reason tends to shy when its thrust points towards the need for drastic chenge,
' We seem blighted by the very way in which we analyze the given facts; intell-
ectuals are placed at vantage points which, described as seats of reason, actually
; function to immunize the senses and turn 1n¢nm1ng truths into trickling, instead
of tidal,currents.

From such ventage points David Riesman and the editors of The New Republic
recently reviewed the course of events in the South, Their observations and
frail eonclusions are reflections of the liberal conscience in a state of
sincere worry, not the product of the cold war of imagination which frets about
the adverse effect of our racism on the American image, However, much as the
o spirit of Riesman and Tae New Republic demand sympathotic respect, it is
;j§ sometimes foolish to judge The open mind, the questioning spirit, as ipso facto

" good, From this liberal posture can come an ideology of inaction and irrespons-
Eltﬂltj} pronounced from heights of shelter and sophistieation, This, unfortun-
\,ately, seems true in this case,

Both Riesman and The New Republic editors are responding, in particular,

3l to Howard Zinn's proposal for greater federal action in the South and, in general,
: to the broad guestion of what speed of social change is appropriate in segregated
areas, Zinn has argued, in the October 26 HNew ublic and in the November-
December Correspondent, that the federal governme en refuses to implement
its legal mandate to protect the constitutional rights of all citizems; that

the government is denying the Constitution and the law when it claims to be
legally helpless to act; that it is imperative to make the govermment enforce

the law through the use of a special force of federal agents "to stand guard
throughout the Decp South in the protection of the constitutional rights of

the people in that region?

Riesman and The New Republic restrict themselves only briefly to narrow
aspects of the Zinn propesal, Hiesman criticizes Zinn for "taking for granted”
the possibility of Congress voting money for this federal force "when in fact
they are hesitant to vote money for a domestic peace corps to do far less rev-
cluticnary things% But surely Zinn would agree, and has done so in Nation
articles - this, to him, is 21l the more reason for building intense pressure
on Congress thrnugh demonstrationswhich make executive or congressional action
imperative, The editorial in The Hew Republie skips this issue but points out
that "obvicus drawbacks" include the shiit of responsibility for law enforce-

ment from local to national levels - which, in case this concept seems radical,
is only the implementation of the Constitution and the subordination of states
rights to federalism,

From there, however, the liberals plunge into the deeper issr-s suggested
by Zinn, Listing me as an ally of Zinn's, Riesman says that our remody for the
South is "in effect to elect Coldwater and then see what happens! %ne "radicals"
according to Riesman, argue for & policy "which would in effect expel the conserv-
ative and racist southerners from the Democratic Party, force them into the Rep-
ublican Party, and have a real showdown between left Democrats and right Republicans?
This reminds Riesman of the radicals who criticized the Social-Democrats and
the Weimar Republic, allegedly taking the risk of bringing Hitler to power "with
the thought that things would have to pet worse before they could get any better]
Riesman thinks a Goldwater election would be a "high priee to pay for the ideo-
logical purity of our parties




The Hew Republic quéstichs those "who believe that if the segrepationists
were subdued by force, they would of necessity change! Perhaps so, they go on
in a historical wein, with which Riesman sympathizes, but on the other hand "fores
was tried once before, during Reconstruction, and the results were not exactly
ENCOWraging.... The long term objective of the civil ripghts movement should not
be to subdue the white supremacist in the South, but to change him!

The liberals are careful to point out that theirs are questions, not convinced
Judgments. They even muse, Riesman: "If I were a Mississippi or Alsbama legro
at the end of a sheriff's prod, I might well feel (a Goldwater slection) was 2
chance worth taking, although even then T might underestimate the degree to which
my situation would become worse and the chance for escape from it even more atten-
unated] The Hew lie: "5i11, unless the white southerners show a little more
flexibilTy, i, ZInn's approach may be the enly alternative to anarchy. That
this would be a catastrophe for the nation and would probably eliminate hope for
civilizing the South in the foreseeable future, docs not make it impossiblel

These arguments are important not simply hECEUEgﬁthE serious regard in
whilch the awthors are held, but because they may signify 2 wave of liberal concern
akin to the revalsion spainst extremism expressed by Theodore H, White in his
very influential Life magazine article of Nov, 22, Thercfere o critique must

deal in detail with each point of the new skepticism,

First, the use of historical refercnces establishes a deceptive wisdom,

Even if one accepls the fogry arpument that historical events can be translated
into clear lessons for governing currenmt behavior, the liberal interpretation

of Welmar Germany and of southern Fsconstruction are guestionable, Riesman
and The New Republic are irresponsible for neglecting the complexity and conflicting
interpretation of Deoth series of events to which they refer. Tt would be crusl,
hut deservingly reciprocal, were they themselves attacked as typical representatives
cf the timid liberals who were blind and vopidly optimistic while comter-revolutions
in Germany and the Lmeriean South were allowed to consolidate,

(If Riesman is arguing that Hitler could have been staved off if the German
radical left had given greater support to the YWeimar povermment, then I believe
we are in polar disogreement., The only deterrent to Hitler at that time would
have required the radicalization of the German liberals and social-democrats,
and a socialist program with a viable movement of millions backing it. The resl
perallel, therfore, iz batueen the liberals of both times who were unmilling
to try to organize & strong left-wing, Tor twe different but interesting chronicles
of these times, sce Joseph Buttinger's The Twilight of Soclalism and Serge Chakotin's
The Rape of the Masses. JAs for the parallel with Meconstruction, again ° the
facts cen be arronged apgainst Riesmon and The MJew Depublic editors., It is true
that immediately after the Civil ‘far, during Reconstruction, there was considerable
violenece between Megroes and whites. It is alse true that Reconstruction was a
key factor in establishing cohesion among white classcs - big planters and small
farmers - in the Democratic Party, where onco there had ?c?n clazs antagonisms
and growing left-populism, Dot it is also true that orficial serregation was
not entrenched until the restraining liberal nerthora forces withdrew from the
South, leaving southemn aristocrats free to use vielous means to suppress the
ilegroes and the populists in the nineties. Two crucicl Instances of compromise
were in the political events of 1877 and 1894, In L@c first, the "libaraln
Radical Republicans won the presidency (Hayss ever Tllﬂ?ﬂ} through 2 compromise
in which they pledged to withdraw troops and massivcly invest in the raeist south-
ern econormy. In 1896, the Democratic Party nominatediryan ond adopted a radical
populist rhectoric without expelling the reactionary southern wing of the perty.
This trapped the decent southern populists whose only remaining alternatives were
emually dismal: to remain Damoerats and be subordinate in the douth to the econ-
trﬂ'l.lit'lg privileped class, or to join the Ropnhl icans who now wWere '?ﬂfﬂinﬂtﬂd by
northern buasdneacmnct and finaneicse.  Soo v.0. Heyls :S_’:'EEH?IE' Politics, C, Vamn




Wooward®s The Stranse Career of Jin Crow and The Compromisz of 1877, Tom Xahn's
Unfinished Rev. 1u5icl.)

A soeend ezsentially false issue is developed by the eriticicm of Zinn's
npadieaiziom,” This terds to place Zinn in the catepory of extremism, when in fact
his proposal is bold but not revolutivrary, There ars many civil rights leaders
who belicve that violence or every dizcupbion short of wviolance 13 noW necesiary
to moke ihis notien chosose between parsIysis and progress., Zinn's proposal 1s not
for the nsavioieat blockape of Hontremerr, not for radical disruption of our
cities Horth and South--though both of ithese ldeas are discussed by reasonable men
who are aware of the boiling level of the erisis, Zinn's suggestion is primarily
lepalistic, But the issue, say the liberals, is deeper than this, To them the
Qucstions are first, whether federal coercion will erezte a near-cermancnt resent-
ment and alienction among vbites and, seeond, whether this resentment will be
empressed in irrations) deeds of viclence and a political swing, supported By
amrious northern whitos, to Golducter Republicanism as a decperate "way out,”

This fear is based on a theory of "too much," after which negative effects
result from pood actions, But after 2 century of southern anti-Tankee sentiment,
after the troops in Little Rock and Oxford, would this new $ingle act really erase
the possibilities for a future reconciliatien? I think not. It ig this well-
meant, but parunocid, roasening which time and again leaves initiative to the worst
among us. The racist still imous there is almost no limit to liberal toleration;
when will the liberal know there is almost no limit to racist inflexibility? Even
in the late November days when political warriors everywhere put doun their swords
and meditated together on the death of their president, the Dixiecrat bloc stayed
intransigent and organized in the face of growing sentiment in favor of a civil
rights bill, Perhaps the most shameful instance of this intractable realpolitik
was their refusal to applaud at all during President Johnson's moving comments ofn
civil rights before the assembled Congress just days-after the assassination.

The southern seprepationist Democrats are able to act in this spectacularly
evil manner because they have learned that liberalism is defused, lacking a point
of moral explosion, Liberal laxmess and federal policies of laissez-faire in times
of viclence in the Seuth, whether for decent or eopportunistic or whatever reasons,
help to breed the conditions in which segrepaticnist hordes have the incentive to
rampage, "respectable" segrepationist politicians and bosses permit the hatred of
the hordes to go unchecked, and white scotherners of good heart keep regretfully
silent in the absence of naticnal protectlon.

Even if this be denied, it is far from established that the use of federal
peower itself contributes to the depeneration of white attitudes, In fact some
research, for instance about the impact of the 1954 school segregation decision,
supports the hypothesis that federal enforcement of law prepares the very condi-
tions in whieh gradual secial change can occur with minimal strain,

(See Carmichael and James, The Louisville Story (1957), for a study of the
constructive impact of the Supres® Uourl's 175L decisien, For a sample of social
selence literature see David !, Herr, "The Sentiment of White Supremacy: an
Ecolopical Study," American Jowrnal of Scciology, Vel. 6l (May, 195%), rp. g92-98
Whe will to preserve sogfe, acioll aaong vhite scutherners is held bo be a direct
funcsion of the social and eseroric gain resulting therefrem and an inverse
function of the guilt engendered by critical cowntact with the value systen out-
side the South." For a more =loquent analysis see dartin Luther King's "letter
frem a Birmingham Jail" to religious moderates, available from the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, )

Overlooked in the liberal anslysis also are the counter-processes which make
for structural integration of Horth and Scuth and which are more powerful than the
forces which divide, ORinf ameng these nt present are, firvst, the iemipration of




entreprencurs and the aged from Nerth to South; second, the development of bu-
reaucracies in southern industrial cities with greater naticnal than regional ties,
These trends and cthers hollow ocut the sick regional mystique and create a southern
basis for opposition to the continuousviclent white resistance to change which
Riesman fears,

But what would happen &t the polls? Would the Democrats lose? First of
all, it is a myth that the South provided the decisive edge in the 1960 elections;
if Kenmedy had lost all the South and kept his Northern victories, he still
would have been elected, (See Themas Hayden, "The Pofrer of the Dixiecrats,"

New University Thought, December-January, 1963-6L, pp. 6-15, ",,.Kemnedy scored
Hu'igﬂ'nﬂﬁ[ﬂ%fﬁﬁ’ﬂ&grn areas of the North: 6Ep percent of the city vote in
itimore, 75 percent in Boston, 6L in Chieago, 71 in Cleveland, 66 in Detroit,
g, in Los Angeles, 63 in New York, 68 in Philadelphia, 67 in Pittsburgh, Both
Republican leader Thruston Morton and Robert Kemmedy attributed Nixon's narrow de-
feat to a failure to hold the Negro voting percentages which Eisenhower secured
in 1956 (Ike was supported by 36 percent, Nixon by less than 29 percent).
«ssThanks to the South's pro-Democratic instinets, disclosed and undisclosed bar-
gains, and the active work of Lyndon Johnson and Robert Kemnedy, the Fresident
carried seven of the traditional ten southern states--but only five of them
solidly, Excluding the Texas vote which Johnson perscnally captured, Kennedy'ls
electoral advantage in the South was 70-L3, with 1) Mississippi and six Alabama
electors defecting from the New Frontier to wvote independently. Eennedy reversed
Ike's 1956 success in the South, when the GOP had swept to a 77-50 advantage in
the same states, But it sheuld be noted that JFK's surplus 27 votes from the South
were still a "cushion® and not a decisive edge, The President finished 81 votes
ghead of Nixon and 31 votes over the necessary 269 needed for an electoral college
victory.") The new President, however, is likely to hold even more of the South
than Kennedy could in 196l, This is true no matter how committed Johnsen is to
eivil rights legislation, because he is a southerner and a long-time cromy of mamy
Dirxiecrat ologarchs, Even if this interpretation, which points to a Democratic
presidential victory in 196l regardless of what action the government takes in
the South, were inaccurate, today Riesman's earlier fear of a Goldwater triumph
should be eased by polls which show the Arizonan slipping in popularity since
November 22,

All the previous has been too abstractly sociological and political, It is
a version of "strategic thinking" to be indulged in, but too fragile to count as
the central basis for judgment in these matters, That it ssems the basis for
liberal judgment in this case is tragic, The primary basis, where such speculation
about consequences is necessarily inconclusive, should be that of personal sell-
darity, of taking sides with the southeirn Negro in his immediate plight where he
is facing organized violence and terror, If they thought in this fashion, the
Wew Republic editors would have to go to the Deep South themselves to work on
¢Ivil rights, or they would have to advocate an effective immediate suppert for
the Negroes in their war for the vote, If the Negro i1s not sdpported in the
imrmediate Black Belt ecrisis, he is either subdued or tortured,

The problem is that the institutions of gradualism are perverted in too many
places of the nation, and missing altogether in the Black Belt, The courts at
local and state levels are segregationist, and at federal levels they are too SloW
to prevent murder and suffering., The schools are barely "mixed" and remain vehicles
for conformity to racist ideclogy, The unions hardly exist, and where they do,
it is under extreme victimization by business and state power. The police, Etﬁtflf
and local, are executicners, The politicians are venal men locally and, nationally,
as Riesman himself says, are unwilling to legislate the needed remedies. As a
result of these circumstarces, in Mississippi, people are starved out by [.gﬂ?rgﬂ
County officialdem; in Georgia, Negro churches are burned in Dougherty Couniy;
Alabema, 1little girls are bombed in their pewsy in South Carolina, studemts are



stockaded Tor perfectly legal marches, FPoverty, terror, mockery, and hypocrisy °
create an all but tetalitarian system which is given patent by the whole society.

These realities challenpe the drugging American belief in the external pos-
sibility of social change without pain to any but the most extremely reactionary
individuals, This is ancble and naive aspiration, It is impossible teday to take
the Negro into the status guosy it is only possible surgically to remove that in the
stotuo quo which perpetuates human denial, There is nothing sacrosanct abeut the
fabric of our scciety if the fabric is a snarl and a strangling cord.

A federal police force in the Deep South is a beginning, not a solutlon,

Tt would make men realize that authentic meaning is being returned to words and
Jaws. It would stop the riot that grows in the breach between the national ideal
and permitted reality. It would not transform the Scuth--and why not say we want,
to begin with, a transformation of the South?--but it would make rapid social
change more pessible, I wish Riesman and The New Republie had not sald simply
that the federal police force is unachievable given the state of Conmgress, I
wish they had suggested the strategies and program which can generate pressure to
make Congress move, For instance, we clearly need:

# quick action to end direct and indirect support of southern segregation
by every governmental, business, labor, religious, educational and other profession-
al erganization. Hen should take the lead which the late Fresident haltingly began,
by refusing to participate in any asscciation which abets racism,

4# pguarantees of economic security (through shipmemts of food, for examrple)
and legal support by public and private agencies to Wegroes who want to organize
politically against the reigning powers.

# the orpanization of poor whites for liberal economic change, if neces-
sary outside of the conservative AFL-CIO, to stimulate political life in labor,
and to deter degeneration into racism ameng exploited whites. A movement fo
organize the imerican poor is now in the air, and signs of its concrete beginning
can be secn in the new programs of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
Students for a Demoeratic Society, the Horthernm Student liovement and other groups
of seasened young organizers, It sheuld begin in the South and the North as well,
and it should be supported by every liberal in fAmerica,

# the sending of integrated counter-delegations from southemrn states to
the Democratic Mational Conventien in Atlantie City, to publicly challenge the
. credentials of Dixiecrats whose power rests on racism and disenfranchisement.

# organized pressures demanding that racists be expelled from the Conven-
tion or excluded from committee assignments in the 1965 Congress, If a total purge
is too difficult to muster, then at least Eastland and the Mississippi Democrats
:’l;-nulr:l be eliminated from the Party as a symbol and a warning to other conserva-

VeSS,

# =a more radical March on Washington next summer, employing non-viclent
civil discbedience if a good civil rights bill is not passed by that time.

% common agreement in the civil rights movement that in order to transform
poverty inte shared abundance, a distorted policy into a representative and demo-
eratic ome, and a profmundly unetable worid inte one safc for an integrated
society, there rmust be a termination of the arms and space races, and re-allocation
of public money into areas of public need, There must be a massive public works
rrogram to employ men fully in the constructicn of a livable society, and at the
same time a massive edueational program to prepare men to live in an automated
soclety where drudgery is minimized and craftsmanship made an ordinary pursuit of
ordinary eitizens, That James Farmer of CORE should take Seymour Melman to the
White House to make such a proposal to the President is a wonderful signal that a
new politieal concern is developing. What now is needed is a movement to lend
pover Lo concern.

This is not a program to bring "purity" back to pelitics, as Riesman charges.
What it would do is enil the Nixiecrat power over commititee assipnments in Con-



gress; create plural centers of political and economic power in the South and hence
in the natiocny establish a new agenda for Americans, with disarmament, the human
use of abundance, and the ecreation of racial integration its trinity of goals,

Then our discussion and cur 1ife might be richer than at present, when we still

are impaled on the question of whether to implement for the first time laws which
have existed since the 1%th century,

But it will take extremism to create pradualism in the South, and not until
then will we be able to turn fully to these richer issues.
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