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THE American people ore & mevciful peopls. Amsvican sympathies are &9

awakened by haman suffering, In & thouwsand wayz, amang which oW vast
benevolences Furnish gloripas exavaples, Americans have demonskrated thal they
are warm-hesried and not hardhearted, Hrotherhood ie cur ideal, recurvenily
avtlafmed within cur several reigions as well ez by sur unchurched. All of ut
],m?’eﬂ at titnes, fallen short of those ideale. But, deen in our souls, we cherish those
ideals. Rare i3 the American who does mot hepor mETCY and does nok ITVERE
brotherhood,

Alzo among American ideaks i= that of Toyaliy to the United Srates, Sometnes
religious ideals and national ideals zonffier, and devomt psople occasionally affrm
that theve 8 a law of God whith = higher than the law of the state. This 35 nol
our own position. Most of us deder to the laws of the stats withomt resszvalbién.
The laws of the stats should be obeved. To the laws of the state, sveryome OWes
E]IEgi:a_ncg‘ j

Fulins and Fthel Bosenberg have besn copvicied of 3 Jaw vielation. Large
numbers of people lovk npon this comvietion 53 upjust, liks the convistion of Leo
Fravk or Alfred Dreyfus or others who, though prenoapced guilty, were subee-
quently proved ingscent. Some desr Jufins and Ethel Rosenberz imncosnt. Theve
are alse these whe, while noncommital ss 1o the couple™s guilt or inpecence, do
nonetheless insist that the trial was unfzitly cosducted. Persons versed in the
law hava pointed put what thes regard a5 improprieties in the proceedings. Bug
we shall waive sl this. Let us copcede that Tufius and Ethe] Rosenherg did com-
mit the crime with which they are charped. Let us grant that the trial entailed
no breach of justies, 34ll, is 3t compatible with the finest in the American spitit
that Julins and Ethel Fozenberg be pui to death?

It i= argued that, through the betraysl of stomis zecvets by the Rosenbergs,
Russis gained a moilitary advantage. That the act alleped of the Pozenbergs im-
parted to Ruesia any military advantsge has, by no wmeans, bean proved. B
granted that such advantage for Russia might have ensved, others convicted of the
ideniical crimge—Tochs, Greenglass, Gold, Sobél, Slack, Simons, May, Brothman
=—have not kesn sentenced o die: they have heen sentenced to terms of iouprison-
ment. Hf the death penalty was, in those other caszes, not veguisike for our national
defenge, why zhovld it he g0 regarded in the zaze of the Rosepbergs?

UNIQUE FACTORS

HE misdeed fmputed to the Basenbergs is s:0d 1o have had s inceptien in
1944, and 1945, At that me, the United Siates and Hussia were allies, It is
diffcalt t3 see why Ruossia should, at that iime, have found espionaze at afl neces.
zary. 1he United States was, at that fime, sharing its mahitury setzets with Russia
a5 it was with England and with (ansda. As mstter of public retord, Harzy Hop.
kim= himseif, st that peried. wediated the bransler of muclear materials ta the
Soriets. The law against atomic sspionsge does pot, it 3 true, dstinguish betwaen
a friendly power and a hostie power. Tt forbids the hetrayal of atomic seerets
to any foreign power. But must the panishiserst be made squally severe in hoth



tnstances? Thers is a hage difference between a friendly power and a hostile
powsr. 3o the breadth of that differsnce, 45 thers ne room for mercy?

The law wiglation of which- the Bosemberge ave sccosed iz alleged to have
oocurred af a Hme when the atemic komb was unknown to everyoms emcept a few
Highly irained expetts; it was priot B Hiroshima, The day abter Hiroshima, all
of us boew aboat the atomic bomib., Previous to Biroshima, none of vs koew,
Even if the Rosenbergs did comspire to betray atomic secrets, they comld not
possibly have comprehended the fmport of what they were dolag. {lemescy to
the RBosenberzs oo, in no way, comstlute s precedent againse the death rentemce
for futere fnfractions. The factors in the case are uiterly umigne. Never san those
same laciols zebur. : : ' :

Al of this applies regardless of what might be said ahout the people by whom
the Rosenbergs are belng alded. Among those seeking to save the Hosenbergs are
people of all political parties, several raligions oults, and various walke of lie. Al
of them aze psople like the reader and the writer of these werds, Americans whese
interests He in America, who have everything 1o gain if America pais and svery-
thing to fose H America loses, By mo sivetch of the fmagination, can any iriend
of the Rosenbergs, in any way, profit by amything ihrovgh which Asperica is
injurad. :

The sinister word “Compounisni’™ Has enteTed into the simation. There are
words which, by a kind of faial epell;-dissipate thought and geneeate fury. Among
such words, “Communism™ plays 2t present a dieadful role. The werd comveys
so many different mestings that it has become almost vodd of meaning hut, the
less megning 4 word helds, the greater sometmes its potency Tor passions which
unbalance thinking,

- FET QRIENGUS WORD

EGNG befors the cold war began, a communist was nnderstood to be someone
who mims 4o overthrow the Uniled Stades wovernment “hy force and vio-
begoe? Onur imbvoglic with Russita has, dwiing the last seven years, wosfully
intensified this charge. A commumist is now asserisd to be semeene who prorectes
tha interagtz of Enssia in oppesition to the interests of the United States. Wotdd
it b2 ot of place to ask the reader: Bave you evix met anyoae whe advocated
the overthrow of the Undted States? Have vom ever rsad any bosk, ardicle or
pamyphlst which wrged such everthrow? Have you ever heard any public spesker
recoremend soch overthrow? Tt is soretiones wmaintsined that peaple harbor such
designs bt keep them secret, forhearing to empress thern openly. Yet how can
we possibly know anyone’s unexpressed thoughts?  With equal warrant, one mzht
acense, of clandesiime subversiveness, Dwight Eisenhower, Adlai E. Stevenson,
Harzy 5. Truman or Hobert A. Taft. Suil, st us suppess that the friends of the
Rosenbergs consist only of traiters, How does that touch the merits of the Rosen.
berg case? How dows that alter the preciousness of mercy? Must the Hosenbergs
sufler because of the sins of their fmends?




The 4yoik wil have to be zought in the stvnositiea of the bomas mind. Brery
Liz iz beset with frustrations. Al of us saffer vexation and disappointment.
Psychologists have studied the tendency of organisms, whether humen or apims},
to retaliate for frustrations by striking back, I the srganism can not veach its
real offender, it attacks some suhmmtﬁ some “displacement,” as the psycholo-
gists ¢all it; like the mian who, reprimanded by his employer, yat not daring to
answer his ampli:_l}‘er, COMeS ]:mme &nd vents his spleen on his wife and his.chii-
dren; or like the boy who resented the domination of his father but, powerless
to get even with hiz father, waited twenty-five years and shot down “Father™
Abraham. That boy's name was Jobn Wilkes Booth. Thia displacement of griev
ances is 2 famaliar psychological phepomenon. Unable to zet st those whao are
the redl causes of our woes, we wresk vemgeancs on scapegoats.

DTUR BASIC TROUEBLE

Eﬂﬂﬂ-samﬁ pecple, the scapegaat i2 the Jew. For others, it is the Cathelic. For

st} others, it is the “captalists” or “Wall Street.™ The favomilte scapegoat
of the present heur is. the “commuaiste” This does not deny that there really
are people who eall themeelves communizte and who feverishly advance extreme
theories about the obligations of the privileged toward the nnder-privileged, Most
of us Americans dissent from those theories, even though the Republican Party
and the Demoeratie Party to which we belonz may count, amonz their foflowers,
people holding views but slightly less radical. The fact is that the opinions pro-
pennded by the communists have Hitle to do with the conflict. Cormmuniam is, for
vs, hardly a vehicls of political or ecomomic ideas. It has grown te be an uncoa-
srions symbol of the trepbles whick embitter our lives.

Regrettably the Rosenberg case has become implicated with that dea&}jr word.
Were the caze to be judged on ite ments., a great awell of protest wonld arise against
the sentence of death, Puble opinion would encourage and support the President
in Eﬂmmutmg the zentence.® The issne has un]mppﬂ]r zotten eptangled in uhche;s
which cause Americans to fu:u,rget that Americaps are mereiful.

One is reminded of the adage, “Know thv-seli * I we would lock deeply into
cur squls, we might Aind that onr troubles are rooted not in the “communnists” but
in the frustrations of aurx private lives, Onece aware of this, we would recall words
zgpoken tnore thae nine decades ago by the noblest American of them all. Dure
wouid then be the hope that America’s splendid. ideals of miercy. and of brother-
hood will vet reign withifi all hearts ‘when again tomched, as surely they wili be,
by the better angels of our nature.”

—_——

* The case con npt come before the Prasidont undil 4t jwui isal expedients h;ua: beem -
hausted.  The Commitee to Secure Justice in e Rorenberg Cuse #r enpeged in roising

ﬁmdstﬂﬁmﬂwanﬂwﬂdmﬂwﬁuprﬁneﬂﬂuﬁmﬁ,#gmﬂ#&d @ new frigl.
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