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A PLEA FOR CLEMENCY
IN SCOTTSBORO NEGRO CASE

IN LETTER TO GOVERNOR MILLER OF ALABAMA, MATTHEW WOLL,
ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL CIVIC FEDERATION,
URGES COMMUTATION OF DEATH SENTENCE TO LIFE
IMPRISONMENT PENDING INVESTIGATION

FLAGRANT EXPLOITATION OF CASF RY COMMIINISTS FOR PROPACANDA PLIRPNSES

The Executive Council of The National Civie Federa-
tion has aderessed a letter to the Honorable B, M. Miller,
Lovernor of Alabama, urging him 1o commute the death
sentenice imposed on Haywood Patterson, one of the
Negro defendants in the “Scottshoro case”, to life im-
pprisonment pending a thorough investigation by the Gover-
nar into the guilt or innocence of said defendant,

The letter, signed by Matthew Woll, Acting President
ol the Federation, is given below.

New York City, April 19, 1933,

Honorable B, M. Miller,
Governor of the State of Alabama,
Montgomery, Alabama,

=i

_._The eonvietion of Havwoad Patterson at Decatur, Ala-

hama, for the crime of rape and the sentence of death
imposed upon him by the court raise issues of paramount
national importance,

The Executive Council of The National Civie Federa-
tion dnes not pretend to pass upon the gnilt or inmocence
of the defendant, It iz, however, deeply concerned for
the gonod name of American justice. Together with Ameri-
vans almost everywhere, it is shocked by the harshness
of the penal code of vour State permitting the imposition
of capital punishment for a crime which, however ab-
haorrent, is treated with less severity in practically every
wther civilized jurisdiction. In addition, the circumstances
atending the trial, involving the mmjection of alien in-
fluences and the raising of social prejudices, create the
impresgion that the jury could hardly cscape being in-
flnenced by considerations other than the cold factz of the
case,

Uhuder these circumstances, we tirge vou, in the interest
ol justice, to commute the sentence of Haywood Patterson
to lile imprisonment pending o thorough and searching
imvestigation on vour part into his guilt or innocence. We
are sarisfied that you wouold make an impartial investiga-
ton ail that, should you he convinced that there has heen
A miscarriage of justice, you would exercise your right of
paredon,

This plea is made to vou with full knowledge of the
fact that this defendant has the right to appeal to higher
vorts and despite our confidence that his rights and those
of his co-defendants, regardless of color, race or religion,
will be fully protected Ly those courts.

Respevtfully yours,

ﬁjdﬁ

Acting President.

There are those who doubt the propriety of calling upon
the Governor of the State of Alabamn to perform what
would naturally be regarded as his sworn duty and, were
it simply an ordinary criminal case, that might be ad-
mitted. DBut this is no such instance. It is a deliberate
piece of Commumst propaganda directed from Moscow.
Because it is “just anuther one of those Negro rape cases”,
few know what is involved in this tragedy.

No better statement of the case can be made than that
put out by the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People which is the organization in the United
States recognized as the real defender of the rights of the
Negroes, [t is made up of both colored and white persons.
Senator Arthur Capper is 2 Vice President. William Allen
White, Jane Addams and William Allan Neilson are mem-
hers of the Board of Directors which also contnins the
names of the radicals, other than Communists, Oswald
Garrison Villard, John Haynes Holmes, Charles Edward
Russell, Clarence Darrow, Arthur Garfield Hays and Felix
Frankfurter, and it includes the following representative
Negroes: Bishop John A. Grege, James Weldon Johngzon,
Dr. W. E. I, is and William Pickens,

As the N. A, A, C. P. took up the defense of those
boys at the time the crime was committed, what hap-
pened to that organization iz best told by Walter White,
its secrefary.

He stated, after the conviction in the first case, that

“When a motion for a new teial was denied, appeal was
taken to the Alabama Supreme Courr, * * #

“Hut while these investigations and negotintions were pro-
ceeding, 4 new clement entered the cases which simultaneously
complicated them i an unbelievable degres and, at the same
time, made then the most notable test of strength to date
hetween those who seek justice for the Megro through A meri-
can forms of government and those who seek to spread Com-
munist propaganda among American Negroes.

“With a bare of trumpets the Communists seized Ligri
the Seotishors convictions, Tt was, they realized, 2 goliden
nnportunity 10 put inte effect the plan decided vpon by the
Third Tnternationale and wpon which they hadd heen aasili-
sly working Imt with only 2 modicom of success—in eagital-
ize Negro unrest in the Unites] Srates against lymching, jim
erowism, proscription, and insult. As far hack ns 1925 a
segregated  wing of Communism, “The  American  Megro
Lahor Congress,” which Iater beeame '"The Leagne of Strogple
for Negro Rights,” had held at Chicage a convention to win
Negroes o the eavse of Communism. In October, 1928, there
wai pssucd in Moscow a lengthy resolution on the Negro
questien i the United States. wrging the Negro working
rlass tn Torm organizntions which “if progeely organized amd
well ted® conld ‘play a eomsitleratile role in the class attuggle
against American imperialism’ and in leading “the movement
of the oppressed masses of the Megro ponulace.” .

“These efforts at organization were T=sed upon 1he theary
that the Negroes are the most oppressed gronn in the United
States amd, therefore, should be the most fertile field for
revolutionary propaganda. The Scottshoro eate offersd 1he
most dramatic opportunity yet afforded for this compaign,™

So bitter was the attack of the Communist hody, the
International Labor Defensze. upon the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colarcd Peaple that Clarence
Darrow, who had been retained by the latter hady to de-
fend the boys, was forced out of the case despite the fact



that he had already been paid $2,000. The accusations
against the conservative organization by the I L. [).—
that it was bemg mluenced by capitalists, inyperialists, ele,
—u0 stirred the nine boys and their parents or guardinns
that they signed a letter 1'11-|:nu:li.;t'Lt'q_.r the N AL AL O I
and placed their case i.um|ﬂl:tl:|y in the hamds of the
L L. D. The world-wide campaign of the Communists in
this case is conducted, according to their boasted purpose,
e make it another Sacco-Vanzetti or Tom Mouney case
—and they are doing it. Cable dispatches [rom various
cilies i Eyurul.rr South America amfdiu fact, all over the
world where there are Communists even if there are wo
MNegroes, show that pretexts are being found for pariles,
meeetings and demonstrations before United Stares embis-
sies and consulates in the terest of the “Scotisbure
hoys." The columns of the Daidy Worker, the organ ol
the Communist Party in the United States, directed from
Moscow and published n New York, are recking wilh
hlatantly incendiary slopans such as “The Capitalists Shall
Not Murder the Scottshora Negroes!™ “The Boys Shall
Not Burn!” and se forth. OF course, the public, not
seeing these Communist sheets and having no knowledse
of the case other than that gleaned from sporadic articles
gifting through the public prints, has no conception af th-
significance of this campaign and its far-reaching ramifi-
Ccations,

Mr. Darrow was replaced ostensibly by Samuel 5.
Leibowitz but the real chief of the defense counsel is none
other than Joseph K. Brodsky, International Labor De-
tense lawyer and one of the most notorious Communisis
i the country.

Despite its ejection from the case hy the Communists,
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
Peaple is continuing its endeavors on behalf of the boys
because, as it says:

“The case mvolves mare than the lives of the hoya. [t -
volves the welfare and the status of every Negro in the
United States. Unless it is won, unless the systein of oppres-
sion which it exemplifies is n:mnplctud}- exposed 1o the gaze
of the civilized woarld, N:—gru Americans remain  virtually
slaves il while _ﬁmn.ﬂcm_ls., for all their prodestations 1o
the comtrary, remain hypooribes and slave-haloers,"”

The following is quoted from a statement made to The
National Civic Federation by an observer in Harlem, lis
mame being withheld at his request :

“The MNeproes in Harlem are greatly disturbel over the

Scottshore case. The Awmsterdam Never, an anti-Uommunist
pagher, tl-ut up 4 placard Patbterson Guilty oo Seoelay oigle
when the werdict camie down, It creatal an emodional seene,
Many Nrikllun- were obseryved erying. Yo bave no ddea wliat
that case hus stirred wp. The Megrovs have it been dncliomd
gt all towards Commumdsm but theg verdict s regardeil as a
miscarriage of justice. Now it sweds only 3 spark 1o tarn
Harlem Red overnight. For political purpuoses, the Coimniami-
nists wish to see the Megroes in this Scotisbore case elecirio-
cuted becawse it will afford the opportinity to canpaigon
against Capitalistic injustice” If the trial last week had re-
sulted in Patterson's acgoitial, they would have been de-
prived of anything to propagandize on. When the U. 5
Supreme Cowort decision, wlhich brouglit a pew trial, was
handed down, the Cﬁmmu:llsr ||r|:||1=.qa|1|.1|5|.5. had |||.|1'||I.|I¥ v il
which w oontboe tll.m.r campaign_but the Alabama Court
siw has played right iote their hands aml ey are using tha
decision s & political foollll,

“The Intermational Labor Defense is conducting & worli-
wode camnuign The Communists have receivel over 2o
from widely scatteresl sections. Checks, momey orders, tole-
grams and so0 forth are pouring e the 1, 1. fil Blany jor-
song who bhave never leen inclined towards Commmiism are
wiw eecoming symgathetic,™

The “Free the Scottsboro Boys" March on Washington,
described by the Duily Worker as a “peaveful bur vigor-
cus amnd militant demonstration,” 15 schedwleed o arrve al
e National Capital on May B, Among the shogans ars
the following :

“Iremaad the tomsediate, wnemulitivmal wod safe rebease of
thie Sevitslaore bioys |

"Demand services of Megrots and white workers on the
jury

“Raise funds for the defense of the Scottshoro boys!

"For the solidarity of the Negro!”

=

Floors 48 and 49, R.C.A.

Preparatory 1o this National Mass March, thousands o1
New York workers, Negro mul white, will march througl.
Harlem in a big “Scoushoro protest parade,” while thou
sails of workers |:"|.I.i|udr|p|.l.i::. sl vimaore, I:'illﬁillll.'ull
Uleveland, Chicago, Norfolk, amd many other cities will
wdee simuhancous demonstrations, according to amonmee
nacils in Conunmnist kpsers,

These Cuts show Communist Demonstrations in Chicago

remumstration against “Logal Lynching” of Scotishoro boys.
Startiog puist of by, Clacagas, Aprl 15, 1933,
“Lhealk bo Loyaehers

Scottshoro parale on Soutle State Street,
“Ifake Uy, Negra

mS'.:ullh'tH.II.'ll |lu.|'u.-|l-|.' wan Sl Diearlsirg Sireet, the heart of
Ulicagu's Noegro section,
“IFe Denowd Kelease”™

Tower, Mew York City
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