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Ann was so attentive, and

ook so0
much pains to improve, that I gave
her a very neat little Bible. Tt was
bound in blue leather, and the leaves
were gilt on the edges. Ig her this
book for her own, because [ was sure

she would take care of it. She asked

her mother for a piece of cloth that

evening, and made a case to keep it in.
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had done reading, it was
by very carefully on a
r room. She used to rea

dav, and prayed to God to

enable her to understand what she

read. I soon found she liked to hear
about the Saviour; for she felt that

she could not be happy unless she

loved him
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1t and good.

She felt that there was no other
vay to be happy, because her little
heart was inclined very of )y do
what is not right I'his is t} ase
with you, my dear children, as well
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to love what is
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We used to talk very often about
Chr

ples. Ann desired to serve him, and

, and what he told his disei-

he was pleased to give her grace to
do so. She reminded me of little
Samuel, of whom it is written, that
“he grew before the Lord, and was
in favor both with the Lord, and also
with men.” You will not wonder

y body loved her.

to hear that eve




Qome time afterwards I went io a
vlace a great way off, and it was un-
certain when I ghould return. Th
lav before I went I gave Ann several
pretty books, which told her about
children and young p ople w ho loved
the Saviour. I will not stop to tell
you their names, b [ dare say you

have seen some of them.
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[ did not return til

I ecame back, you may be sure

ked about Ann was sorry to
find that her friends could not give
quite so good an account of her as I
wished to hear. . I do not mean, that
they complained of her, but they did
ot think her quite so good as she
1sed to be. I was sorry to hear this ;
and as she was in her own room, I

went up stairs to see her.
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» had read them, ar
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zed with t

ould be a better girl.
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The books were put on her shelves

and I was pleased to see that they hac

been read, though they had not beer

much soiled, nor 1 the corners of
the leaves been turned down. Buton
the top shelf lay her little Bible, and
d was quite sorry to observe it cov-
ered with dust. T eould see that it
had not been out of its case for some
time; it looked as if it had not been

opened for a month.




said T, ¢

vou do not

ble every day, as you once did.”

% No, ma’am,” she said, “I read the

§ you gave me ad. They
wre very good little books, and tell
vbout Christ, and how we are to love
him, and that we eannot be happy
mless we do so; and I read

instead of my Bible.”

them
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[ told her it was very ri

other 2ood books, and W

thankful that so many are
ten for children; yet we
lect God’s holy word.

[ am glad to say, that Ann ait

hat I said. She now grown ujp,

and i

of Timot child thou has
{nown ¢ :"114 ires, whiel
wble to make

1on, througl ith which

¢ unto sa

Christ Jesus.




love thy holy law !
'Tis daily my delight
And thence my meditations draw

Divine advice by night.

My waking eyes prevent the day
To meditate thy word ;

My soul with longing melts away
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To hear thy gospel, Lord
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