





ARE YOU

GOING TO THE CIRCUS ?

A DIALOGUE,

MRy, Good evening, uncle Will-
s I suppose you know that the
8 is to be opened to-night, and
i eousin Lucy has promised to take
@with her. Are not von going ?
NeLE. No, I am not, Mary ; and I
¥ery sorry that you are going. 1
8 determined not to go for many
ons,
M. Lshould like to know what they
Jor cousin Lucy told me that you
BEWith her four years ago.




ARE YOU GOING

U. Yes, so [ did; and wh
saw. and what T have Siness
have made me resolve nof {0 g0
besides which, do you not Know
man was killed in building the
which is to be opened to-nigh

M. Yes, I do; but that was
fault: Tcould not help hisbein :
nor you either.

U. No, we could not; but if
there. 1 should be thinkings
poor man all the time, and that
malke me very unhappy

M. For what reason?®

U. Why, I should be thi
to procure me that amusementy
was sent to eternity without
ment’s warning; for he fell
top, and was killed on the 8

# The above melancholy event
uring the erection of & circus ot 8
South Wales, in Decembery 1846,




M. But
might have bes
house or o &

ships are
are not needful;
being need y
M. 1 should |
Barm they do, f
in gome places !
of schools to 20
it eannot be righ
for me either
jam, I cannot s
i men riding |
U. O there
it is only part
T have seen W
on the sac
dressed, w
throwing t
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becoming manner. This
right. for do you not remembel
the Bible says about the
conduct of women ?

M. Yes; that they *adoms
selves in modest apparel, Witht
facedness and sobriety.” y

U. There is none of this in¥
Cus.

M. No, there cannot be
account, and I see now thats

hibition encourages young
be fond of gay dress, and 10
and immodest in manner, and
n opposition to the word ofGeo !
tell me something more abouty
U. There are with every i
or two men dressed inall kind
ors, and their faces painted
white, who are called $iog

‘jesters.’
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What do they do?
They play tricks with one an-
Jolishness, to make

. do you think that 18

i No, I am sure 1t 18 not ; for the
@ says that we are (0 avoid * fool-
M falking and jesting,”” Eph. 5:4;
8 from what you say, this is prac-
ged in the circus.

§; and perhaps if you went,

might learn to do the same
M. What you tell me makes me
Bein to be afraid to go to the cireus
Bl | went and learned foolish talk-
g and idle words there, what should
g0 the day of judgment? For I
i my teacher read in the twelfth
gr of Matthew, that ““ every idle
that men shall speak, they shall
account thereof in the day of

gment.” Bul how strange it is, un-
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cle, that so many people go fo'fh
cus: | suppose they have no'l

U. That is not the reasom
have Bibles, and read them oot
ally, as you have done; butthe
is, they do not know what thel
is until they go, and then the:
pleased that they forget all
savs, and soon become * loversof
ure more ithan lovers of God™
word ; and having gained &
it, they go again and agaiu,
as they can

M. But does it not cost mon
go there ?

[ it does

M. How, then, do poor peop
children get money, when
hardly et food and elothing# s
sure my mother finds it hardien

t us those things.
. I must inform you what
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on told on this subject, for this is
o lier bad thing to wh ch the cireus
In order to go there, some

i¥e been known to pawn or sell thelr
or furniture to get money, or

ow it of their fellow-workmen and

g: and when pay-day comes, it

us| be returned, and then the wife
Plimily must go without some nee
By of life or clothing. But that
ot the worst, for [ have heard of

#& being robbed by their ser-

: #8 and even parents by their chil-
gn, that they ma
§80 to such places of amusement

t money in order

B0, how very bad! |
fight that theatres and ecircuses
%0 80 much that is evil, or I am

81 should never have wished to
th my cousin.

never

Only think, some
the eighth commandment to go
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U. But these are not all
consequences of the cireus:
M. What, are there more Still§
Yes, many; the perfonm
are i ht, and it}
happen have heard, that pPéss
who go to such places, Svhen
come out, instead of golng St
home, fall in with bad compins
ind nduced to go to & pul
where they spend theiring
-, or spirits, until they aree
th strong drink.
cireus coming to
, commit a sin Wi
<ays shuts men ouiel
kingdom of heaven. 1 Cor. 6:1
U. Yes: it is well known thes
to such places of vanityy and
to public-houses, has led to the¥
f thousands, body and SRR
hich, wives and children Suss

which
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be drinking habits of their husbands
fathers learnc d there
M. 0 what bad things come from
g to the circus. But all do not
drunk and spend the money In
e which they ought to take home
fheir wife to buy food and clothing
the children.
8. No, perhaps they do not do ex-
Qelly that, but quite as bad ; for I
ive been told that in some public-
§ they play cards and gamble,
Bften lose more money than they
§; and then they borrow, and to
jy this they rob their masters il
often ends in their imprisonment
japs for life.
BN, But young women cannot get
0 harm by going to the circus
8. Indeed they do: for | have heard
@8ome who rob their employers to g0

8; or if not that, many, 1n spend-
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ing their own money, dep
r sick parents of 8

\\\u 1 they might have give
and others tell lies to go the
their employers do mnof
to go: they say they havess
see some relation or friends
added to this, 1 have he
many young women ean
ruin to the bad company Wi
have met by going to the eis
theatre

M . uncle, I have he

enough about the cireuss SIS
it is bad in itself, and it leadS

that is bad alse.

that [ will not goj

what I can to persuade cou

and others to stay aways
U. I am glad to hear
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o

hen your determination, le
ell you something more.
1 have heard quite enough ; 1

ot want to know more.

, But I must t¢ 1l you one thing.

i Well. what is that, uncle?

il Have you not hea rd how many
fhere are in the world who

B8 10 Bibles and no ministers ; whe
Mever had an opportunity of
ing any thing yut the Lorc
Christ, and the value of their
for the salvation of which he
8 the death of the cross?
Wes, | have heard that there
put six hundred millions in this

B How much better it would be to
glie money to feed the poor, oy

B the naked, or teach the igno-
IBor o help to send the gospel and
§E8 10 the heathen, than to support
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theatres and circuses, whi‘
from doing any good, do mueh
M. 1 know now what I
will « my cousin fo give
money instead of taking mies
cireus, and I will give it to
knowleduze of Jesus Christ to#l
heathen ; and Iwill try to getd
voung friends to do the samess
uncle, that you will not say'a
word about the cireus; I am
ashamed that I ever thought'ol
there. 3
U. I am very thankful
brought to this mind, M
God, by his word and Spirity
te believe in and trust and
Lord Jesus Christ, and everke
in the right way; and mayim
induced to follow your gnod
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