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EARTHLY CARE

A HEAVENLY DISCIPLIN

NoTHING is more frequently felt and spoken

of, as a hinderance to the inward life of devo-
tion, than the ** cares of life;”” and even upon
he showing of our Lord himself, the cares of

the world are the thorns that choke the word,
and render it unfruitful.
And yet, if this is a necessary and inevitable

result of worldly cares, why does the Provi-

dlence of God s~ order things that they form

80 larg
experience ? Why is the phy

an

nd unavoidable a part of every

system of

man framed with such da oft-retur

ning

wants? Why has God arranged an outward

system, which is a constant diversion from the

inward — a weight on its wheels —a burc

on its wings — and then commande:
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It appears to us that the great radical diffi-
ty lies in a wrong belief.- There is not a

genuine and real belief of the presence and
agency of God in the minor events and details
of life, which is necessary to change them

fro

It is true there is much loose talk

scular cares into spiritual blessings.

bout an
irly stated,
sreat many Christians might
d: God k

in operation certain g

overruling Provi
the

ence ; and yet, if

s organized and set

ral laws of matter

and mind, which work out the particular re-

, and over these laws he exercises
1 care, so that all the
airs of the world are carried on after

sults of

& gener ervision

gre at
the counsel of his own will; and, in a certain
general sense, all things are working together
for good to se that love God. But when
some simple real-

nded, childlike Chris

ly proceeds to ref:

er all the smaller events of
life to God’s imm
there
thougt
Ch
But as the life of every individual is made

iate care and agenc

a smile ¢

incredulity ; and it
that the good brother

ays more

1 feeling than sound philosop
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up of fractions and minute atoms —as those

its and character

things which go to affect ha
are small, and hourly recurring, it comes to
pass, that a belie

and general is altogether inc

in Providence so very wide

ient for con-
secrating and rendering sacred the great b dy
th the mind in the
experience of life. Only once in years does
the Chri
the voice of the Lord speaking to him. Whes
the hand of death is laid on his child, or the

of what comes in contact w

an, with this kind of belief, b

bolt strikes down the brother by his side, then,
indeed, he feels that Goc he
listens humbly for the inw shall

g and
pline. When, by some unforeseen occurrence,
the whole of his earthly property is swept
this event,
itude to

nd to have a d

explain the meani

away, and he becomes a poor m
in his eyes, assumes suffi
have come from (
and meaning ; but w
removed,
the petty, every-day vexations and annc

smaller comforts
and

yances

aller losses are encountered

of life press about him, he recognizes no God.
and hears no voice, and sees no design. Hence
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currin
ppiness are
nor onsid:
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come



are trial

many ca
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do not
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design,

dust,”
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t
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cold
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considered too s

1l and undignified to

come within the pale of a prayer; and so,

with a wandering mind and a distracted heart,

the Christian offers up his prayer for things

which he thinks he ought to want, and makes
on of tk
He prays that Gc
on the heathen, and convert t
build u

haps a whole set of little

which he really does want.

would pour out his Spirit
world, and

s kingdom every where, when per-

xi

ies, and wants,

and vexations are so distracting his thoughts,

that he hardly knows what he has been saying.
A faithless servant is wasting his property,

a careless or blunderi

r workman has spoiled

ds, a child is vexatious or unruly,

a friend has made promises and failed to keep

acquaintance has made unjust or

narks, some new furniture has been

damaged or ined by carelessness in the
household ; but all this trov

orms no sub-
ject matter for prayer, though there it is all

ile lying like lead on the heart, and
keeping it down so that it has no power to
expand and take in any thing else. But were
God in Christ known and regarded as the
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soul's familiar Friend ; were every trouble of
the heart, as it rises, breathed into his bosom
were it felt that there is not one of the small-
est of life’s troubles that has not been per
mitted by him, and permitted for specific good
purpose to the soul, how m

work would there be in prayer

how daily raight it become! how

tle and clear the atmosphere

it might so dispose and lay aws

ties which now take up t
there mig
and considerations of religion
ive and fastidious
worn away by the constant friction of what are

it be room for t

natures are

Many sensi

8
=
=

and their spirit

becomes bowed

dim, th

loses hope

with premature age; and, in the midst of tan-
gible and physical comfort, they are restless
and unhappy. The constant under-current

i

of little cares and vexations, v 1
of 1

slowly
wearing out the finer sprix i

seen
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Suppose, i some bright vision unfolding to

our view, in tranquil evening, ot solemn mid-

night, t

glorified form of some d
14 1

1 should appear to us with the annour

s year is to be to you one of

cial probation nnd disci erence to

perfecting you for a heavenly state. Weigh'
well and con ur daily
life, for not o: t, but

h one nsable

link in a brig un that is to draw you

ward to the

With what new eyes shou

nd in

our daily lot! and if we

same old

perplexities, the same uninte
ries still — with what new mea

incident be invested, and with what

sublimer spirit could we meet them !
announced by one rising from t

al worlc l
could be asserted lmmurvwl arly

ly than Jesus Christ }
Not a th to th
our F: ..Hnrf\ ot one of them i

the visible glory of asy

1d without

arrow  fal

tten ‘ly
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him ; and we are of more value than many

SPAITows — yea, even t

hairs of our head are
all numb

Not till belief in these declara-

tions, in their most literal sénse, becomes the

calm and settled habit of the soul, is lif

ever

redeemed from drudg

and dreary emptiness,

and made full of interest, meaning, and di
if

ling wants, its wearying cares, its stinging

vine nce. Not till then do its grovel

ations, become to us ministering spirits —
each one, by a silent but certain agency, fit-

ting us for a higher and perfect sphere.







	eart001.jpg
	eart002.jpg
	eart003.jpg
	eart004.jpg
	eart005.jpg
	eart006.jpg
	eart007.jpg
	eart008.jpg
	eart009.jpg
	eart010.jpg
	eart011.jpg
	eart012.jpg
	eart013.jpg
	eart014.jpg
	eart015.jpg
	eart016.jpg

