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MEMOIRS OF MRS. EMERSON.

Mas. Ergavor Emensown, daughter of Mr. Thomas

and Mrs. Martha Read, was born Northbridge,
19, w7 ly slen-

der; and

Her constitution was n:

never enjoyed but very litle ‘good

alth. She was visited with many long fit sick-

ness, and for a considerable part er life was exet-

cised with severe pain. ~ She was repeatedly brought so
low, that physicians and friends despaired of her life.

The facuities of her mind were naturally vigorous.
She had an ardent thirst for knowledge. "But as she
was early deprived of her father,
those adva

id not enjoy
es f which ber
surviving parent earnestly wished to s
which many of her sex enjoy. Very ea:

she made considerable proficiency in the

ys however,
art of read-
and eagerly perused every book that came in
y. When she was fourteen years old, scarce-
ly any females of that age had r

ad. mc than she.
After that time, bowever, she was so taken up with
her employment and with writing, that she found
litle time to ad, till after

when she died, no doubt thousar
e |

I marriage. And
of females of 1

1 read much more than s

" ie. Though she
was so_happy, as to remember
wh

large proportion of
ie read, yeta very inconsiderable

information appears to have been derived
except what 1

part of her
from books,

erived from the Bible.

\t the age of about fourteen she commenced her
beloved emple of school-keeping. This she
followed with ~great ardor, assiduity and success,
anc i short intermissions, for twelve years. She
ofien kept school through the en so sick, as

to need a nurse through the
zeal in h

Her excessive
employment she afierwards considered




i
and lamentegq, 38 a mean of g,
it wag very difficult to Persuade her (o sit
she realizéd the possibility of ucting
1 branches, hich ghe
spelling, writin

English
speaking,*
thought jt very
1 spend their precigys

vords, composition,

d religion She
Misses

arts of p,

e i
int

a school in Ch
3 miles west of Dartmouth

ey
er

residence in that place,
by a very dist
I

ve witne
to cloud
I wrote

niortals

my mind
to

Ever:
contented. Qyr

1

useful brapcheg
vinced by

y has & DY nfluence t
wgodo form e masnerg, give
» 4nd perfoet the pupil in ghe

energy 1o
ading:

Principally tay,

and mopty]

Ttening her Jife,

idle, while

n learning tha

ting and embroidepy,

She kept schog] in Nrrmbrnlgr Mendon, Lejces-
ter, Brookfield, 7 bridge, Chelgeq, Benningion qng
Salem.  Spe had a few s holars i Beverly also,

In the antumn of 150 she found it needful to take

journey for her . | il Accordingly gjye

as Peachum i Vermont Having

€W ‘months i}, her- ¢, Inexions in tiqy Vi=

N some megs ITe regained hey health, she

Va8 introduced by her brother tg the family of Cqpy,

Mack ipn Tunbridge She continyeg 2 few monthg
5 Private instructress i g, family,

gaged ip

and then
Cent town aboyg

the people
sick-

SIS S0mE account in yhe follor
ing
TO MRs PATTY \\'l”i‘,l,lf.‘(
Chelseay Sepe, 16,159,
PEAR Srsrry,

ssed withir

W

my friends,
Counte-
parties

o 2 mere amusement,

tht, were
grammar, defip.
Pliin needle we,

But

ary fop

ens

ith

or

her pupils
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were frequent and Perfect unanimity
bound us in the strictest intimacy and friendship.
Though we did not suppose ourselves invalnerable,
yvet all considered the grim monster Death at a dis-
tance. B

in all his dreadful
horrors.

poor, young mor old. The illiterate
indiscriminately a prey to this ruthless tyrant. Many
of my new friends, who with tender assiduity have
watched over my sickly couch, and lamented, that
such a flower should droop with untimely sickness
smselves, dear sympa-

asurab.

las, he has appeared
ther sex nor age, rich nor

learned fall

pares 1

| distressing agony, have tl
thising souls, taken a quick retreat into the unknown
regions of eternity. One day they were well; the next
sick ; the next dangerous ; and the next in eternity

rious fever, that makes such havoc

:s.  The dysentety also is very prevas

t is a conta
aMONg our spec
lent. I have had a severe turn of it; but
There are more than twenty persons now
a hundred rods of my school-housc ; and most of them
are considered dangerous. I love these people for the
unnumbered kindnesses I have reccived from them,
are refined and agreeable. But they
rtly follow, prepared ot

n better.
k within

and because th

ving, where 1 shall sh
unprepared.

See the fallacy of earthly prospec This town has
been considered so healthy, that its inhabitants felt
almost secure from sickness. Now there are not well
persons sufficient to tend the sick. Eiraxor Reap.

The next year she had an invitation to take a schiool
in Bennington, with which she complied,

L

FER TO MRS. MARTHA READ,

UPON THE DEATH OF MRS, PATTY WHEELER, WHO DIED AT

WORCESTER, JUNE 6, 1803

Benningion,

1802.

REVERED PARENT,

his time, y have probably experienced
n could never before realize, the loss of
a tender, wort teful child, To say ‘that the




6
stroke is heavy ¢ me would but ¢
Would natur
little thoug

irm what yoy
m my acute sehsibility, I

¢ dear sympathising woman
bung over ‘my sickly couch with megen

al tendernggs
ahd  anxious solicitude for my recovery, that she
would first enter those regions, to which Iappeared to
be swiftly hastening, Bu the 1ys of the Almighty
afe far above: our comprehension. Let s therefore
silently ucquiesce in bis will. O, my tender mothery
let not her sudden €Xit prey upon your declining cand
stitution.  Reflect on the unbounded goodness of
God in sparing your fam ly so long, while othery
have been beceft of every dear connexion. Reflect on
your remaining blessings Ten children demand,
'at you guard against grief, that bane of health, and
LoF their sakes prolong, if pessible, a life. which is
truly valuable o them all, espee ially to those, who are
single.  Could you feel sensible of the filial ties, which
bind my every affection to you, or know how coma-
pletely my happincss depends on her, who gave me
hirth, you would from maternal love o tive to preserve
that life and health, whieh lost, must inevit ably destroy
PYery prospect of earthly felicity Ereavor Rzanp,

LETTER TO MRS. SALLY HERSEY

gton, Sept,
BELOVED SISTER,
o7 all the applause of a flayer; ng world, nor the
attachment of surrounding friends, can make ne
orgetful of the ties, which bind my heart to a dis
fant sister. I have no cxpectation of again i ting
my maternal home, or of seeing the dear associates of
Y youthful days. Yet my mind dwebls with mingled
vmsdtions af pleasure and pain on the scenes of joy and
trouble I ha
st be in this place was peculiarly
I had to endure sic kness and trouble, such asg
I never before experienced.  In the midst of greatness
grandeur, every face was new, and seemed mark
i haughty ostentation. At length I summoned sl
my fortitude ; and now 1 am borne on the lofty wings
of fame. ELeaxon Reap,




CONGLUSION OF A LETTER TO MiS5 PHEBE
HENDERSOXN.

gremy, Dee, 10, 1802,

Turs world is a state of perpetual trial. Let us
therefore prepare for that cternity, where joys
not interrupted by cruel envy or black ingratitude
where friendship and love are universal and perma-
nent. Phebe, the pleasures of this life at times ap-
pear to me, as they really are, trivial and light, as
airy bubbles. When first we begin this tiresome
pilgrimage, we view the pleasures of life as durable,
form high plans of future greatness, and with blind en-
thusiasm hug the phantoms to our eager bosoms, till
dear bought experience shews, that they are un-
satisfactory. 'We droop our disappoir
[ruitless regret at our past folly, and rus}
on something else equally foolish. Thus we proceed,
till life's poor drama is ended, and unthought of mise
ries succeed, in justreward for the
precious time.

LETTER TO MRS. MARTHA READ

ington, Dec. 16, 1802,
ESTIMABLE PARENT,

Witn unfeigned pleasure I heard of your safe ar-
vival at' Leicester, and sincerely hope, that we shall all
anks to the Almighty for his goodness in pre-

your life to the present time*  There is,

my dear parent, an awakenis is place ; and many
are solicitously inquiring, it they shall do to

be saved.” Mr. Dawis is i le in his exeps

tions to win souls to Christ. pro-
pounded 5 and miar , as ught
out of darkness , light. Pray for
your distant A also may be of
that happy bumber rhity is at hand. Then

moved from Northbridge to Leic

hersclf and L sister Charlotte,
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ten thousand worlds for the f €ndship of Chrige, . pe
Tam hard, us the adamantine ston. Yet I am res, Ived
1o attend meetings, and yse of} means.  Perhapg
the Lord may be pleaseq 1 pluck as a brand fromy
the midst of ‘the burnin for he is mercify] anq slow
to angrer. Your dutiful 4

ughter
ELeaxox Reap,
> hope that Mrs, Em:

mation, ment
8 however, the

SON Was g
ned in the aboye let-
reader may }

Portunity to judge by perusing

ave some op.
3 the following

ACCOUNT
RELIGIOU

WRITTEN py

12\]]1!(‘!‘%[.5.

¥ AT BENNINGTON®
Ix childhood

I experienced
welfare, and w

anxiety
as frequently bropght
a.sense of divine wrath, By
of that carly period of |ife
Maturer

for my future
10 tremble ung
foibles and yap ties
diverted nyy attention i
1ad ¥ery setious impressions
specially, when
administration of he

cars, when [
to time. E attending

sacrament, J
SCHSALONs at the thought of

tress of that sacred
q

have t
being a newtrl

Institution ; and haye

t on the more awfyl Separation;
SEVEr me cterpy from all he
intermixing with the

been
which

iddy
the  all important. concerns of

my. immc

Chree years o

my you

suit ¢

months

o Visit atyNorthbridge, finding
B dasociutes much engageq iy, the
teligion, my fears were' reyiyeq
alter my ret

1w, I experienced

3 and for
distressine




sa
et-
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anxiety ‘on account of my deplorable situation. © But
there being a general declension of rcligion in the
placey where I then resided, I felt a degrading diff
dence in conversing on that sublime and noble sub-
ject In company with my gay associates, I appear-
ed with usual vivacity, and presumptuously covered
the inward struggles of a guilty conscience with the
deceitful smile of complacency. No wonder then,
that a heart searching God should in anger withdraw the
strivings of his Holy Spirit, and leave me to blindness
of heart and to a reprobate mind.

1 soon considered my situation less dangerous than
I had formerly supposcd it, and upon retrospecting
my past life was ready to belicve, that my uniform
mor and friendly benevolence, as I then blindly
considered it, indicated a heart at peace with God,
I therefore concluded, that perseverance in attending
publie worship, kindness to the poor and faithfulness
in my employment, as a teacher, would induce the in-
finite Jehovah to exercise mercy toward me

Since my residence in this place, ceived a letter
from the minister of a town, where I had resided,* in
which he observed, that the depeneracy of Benning
ton was truly lamentable ; that their depravity, infi-
delity, and heaven darin, ¢ Wickedness had become a
subject of lamentation to the friends of Zion. Ile also
obscrved, that he thanked God, T was with them, to
lead the dear young people in the ways of piety and
virte. This expression struck me very forcibly, and
led me to reflect on my unworthiness and insufficiency
to teach them that, with which I had reason to fear [
was myself unacquainted.
bout thanksgiving time, be
ball, 1 declined, partly from a d
mentsy which I had found unsatisfying, and partly
from a desire to secure my respectabi
more serious and infl

lity with the
uential, who were much opposed
10 scenes of juvenile hilarity. The same after~
Noon a meeting w: appointed for the examination of
candidates for church membership.  Just as I was
prepared o attend this & eting, a request was

* Mr. Thompson, then minister of Chelsea




brought me, to step into
bor.  His lady
mediately

the house of
was _prepar
expressed

a near nei
ug for the ball.  She

company,
istian friends
somewhat piqued at her think
the fear of others, T at oncc

ty of Cl

prompted

ing t and observe
tho

at she
were no k "

deficd the w
istians to prévent my going,
5 but remarked, that by

felt indifferent t
although 1 considered
At this remark, I felt such
stily with

reason o
them
€
street, I exclaimed aloud

sell my soul for

soon as I came in

against my folly, which led
the gaod opinion of dust and
imme;

[ people.  After

church what God had done fon
wch affect her mens
sin ; t
convi blushed for
black  crimes,
tishe Yes, I

ugh conscious of my
that wicked * publican.”
ne day, the faithful servants
I f imploring
ingeniously
by sinful
meeti

rentler

said on so si an occa
time attende and

hearing the fervent

praye
for

those, who were e

life. I

s mind, that was a sinful diversi
continued thou
His secret

sinner indeed
t day $ins by the divine




ency were unveiled to his iew in all their dismal
forms. Slecp departed from his eyes and slumber
from his ey A weight of guilt oppressed him to

# he felt, as though it were im-
o turn himself in bed.

elids
ree, that
him to aris¢, or even t
orious view of Tmmanuel’s character was
o he was instantly delivered from his
dage, and made to rejoice i the light and liberty
S Ulessed gospel. Many, who bad attended the
to hear him relate his experiences,
Iy affected, that they had been in-
strumental of great eood, when they ¢ meant not so,
neither did their hearts think so.” My sister, who had
attended the ball, observed, that had she known at th
time, that prayers were asc ending to God
from impending vengeance, her feet would
formed their office but poorly, and the ench
would have lost its melody
From this tjme I resolved to lay aside all my high
notions of thinking myself something, when 1 was
nothing, and to strive unret iittingly to obtain an inter-
est in the blood of the Lamb. editated on the
foolishness of laboring, as I had r done, * for
that, which satisfieth not.” I endeavored ta recal
every thought, which wandered from the great objec
in view, and to look into my hearty and discern, if
possible, whether any good sced remained there, which
Tmight ¢herish and bring forward, to rccommend me
to God. 1 resolved not to spare myself, but to re-
+ iniguity; and humbly to repent of my

such a deg

prese

and appeared sensibl

trospect my |

a most U sant task.” To ai

sins. This I found [
1stice was truly mort

raign mysell before vindictive ju
fying. b could find however but few sins, compara-
tively speaking, which did not appear counterbulanced
by the great good 1 had done in the world, These
few however would eternally shut me of heaven,
unless repented of.  Consequently I determined to
Inake it the business of my 'life to deplore my sins,
and become reconciled God. I attended to read
ing and to meetings, whi were frequent, and above
all to prayer, entreating of God to show me the ini-
quity of my heart, and 'to he mercy on me 1 re-
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frained engirely from levity, ang Was resolutely
tiied o shun  afl wain ngq idle company, jeged
should be induced 1o piye UP my resolutions, ang
urn o the pursyirs of the world.

At this time, T Suppose that T 'coplq have cas
all my seriousness, and enjoyed life as formerty,
God suffered me mot to AUCMPL it ; but was pleas
natwithstanding my pharisaical endeavors after righg
COUSNEss, o Five me incre S evidence of the engg
sinfalness of my heart,

One night being yny aally distressed, 1 conyerge
till late with my sister on our undone situation
I told her, that, in addition to my
self, T experienced anxiety for her angd othe;
family, similap to what the ric man in the parable
felt for his brethren, « Jeg they also shonld come ina
o the same Place of torment.» A little before day
I fe | asleep, ang just as the day dawned, I was sud-
denly awakeq with the (nllumng words, which I
thought were uttered by an audible voice ; ¢ Arigey
(o]

“aren and call upon thy God, if o be he wilf
1

have mercy on ye.» Was amazed  whepn | foung
the house lent, and my sister in g deep sleep. [
thought it was 4 all to me, and endeavored to cry
for mercy» g, my weakness, fatigue ung great
Want of sleep ‘soon overpowered my “spirits, gng 1
SUnk aguin into slumber. . By what was my sur-
Prise on hearing the same words repeated in a more
carnest manner than before ! ' I apose in haste, ang
Strove to find language, which Would penetrate the
Almighty ear, and ensure 5 blessing. But alas, I pec
8an to realize, that the Prayers of the wickeq are
abomination to the Lord. My conviction rapidly in-
creased ; and my exertions were Proportionably great
I refused o indulge in sleep ; but contrived many
to drive the unwelcome messenger from my
Frequently after the tojls of the day were ended,
which in my great g hool were traly laborious, | have

gone inunuh.m;_v 0 meeting, tarried i) hine or ten,

There is no reason to suppose, that Mis, Emerson thoy,
this & miraculous call, but ony 3 special call in providence
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returned extremely unhappy, then sat up reading and
mocking God with selfish prayers till twelve ; and al-
ter lhAl. being worn out with pain and a distressing
cough, have gone to bed, resolving mot to sleep, till
I could sleep in safety. Frequently, o pefceiving
drowsiness taking hold of my senses, T have arisen in
bed with something thrown over me, and thus itinu-
ed till lost in sleep. & i

Through all this popish penance I found myself
no better, but daily growing worse. My sins of
childhood and youth stared me in the face. Bat \‘U“
I hugged tomy heart the benevolent acts of my for-
mer life, and determined, that they should cancel
some part of the mighty debt, in which I saw myself
so deeply involved, or at least soften the rigors o
my future punishment. When asked, whether I
saw that God would be justin cutting me off, I an-
sweréd, * Yes, perfectly.” But my heart would secret-
ly require an abatement of his justice on accountof
my love to his people and attendance on his worship.

From my apparent resignation and former attention
to religion, Christians were much deccived in e,
and felt a comfortable hope, that 1 had previously pass-
ed from"death unto life, and that my trials were such,
as many pious souls are called to endure. ‘This mis-

€ was of all things the most distressing to me. For
as I began to despair of the efficacy of my own
prayers, I depended greatly on the prayers of the
righteous. My great fear was, that v.\lm poor sinners
would become subjects of their supplications, while I
should be left to D\.H:]l. Fearful thought ! It filled my
soul with horror,

Under the apprehension of suffering from the mis-
taken views of Christians, I wrote to my friend, Mr.
Thompson, the minister of Chelsea, besceching him
to bring my particular case before God, and without
Cessation to implore divine mercy on my poor, per-
ishing soul. 1 entreated him and his pious com-
panion, by every tie of friendship, to v fervently
for me day and nig ght And T felt a momenta y relief

from lmn., engaged them to labor for me, cven

{
though all others should neglect me
B




During all this, tihe of trial and concerngil feit
to warn my pupj
constantly of their danger, and exho

sensc of the duty, devglving on me
pentance.  Fo this I attended constantly, solemnj§
urging themto forsake sin, and cleave unto the Lon
Thus I eontinued laboring, till my health was S0 i

t with difficulty I attenided to my school.

I was still a stranger to tl s of inigHl
ty, which I was ring in' my polluted heart,
felt mo beart rising against God, and but little disp
sition to consider h n a hard master. About thy
time, my sister was brought under pungent conyi
tion; and the first evidence, that I ha
tion to God's government, 'was a

d of my
distressing
that she would first be brought home 1o God
Was the first contradiction, that I realized, to

y
posed good will t6 all my fellow

c creatures.
ason myself out of this rankling ‘envyl
But God's justice was immediately arraigned. for noty
regarding my incessant cries and tears. I was willing
to have her accepted ; bu
that I should receive t
The next instance, wl ved of

peared to demandy

this hearts
rising against ‘Gody was on being disappointed in not
Tiding to meeting. 1 thought, that as God governed
the universe, this secming accident had taken place aos
cording to his predetermination ; and

me an evidence, had  pred

destruction. rave me exqu
and filled me with hatred 1o his holy ¢ nment,
As I had often excluiimed inst others for cavils

ling at the conduet of Jehovahy I concealed my
feelings us much as possible ; and. conceiving them
to be extremely sinful,

endeavored to gain an _ ascens
dency aver them.. But repeated disappointments
of this kind s to increase my enmity against
Is v torid mysell of this'most un=
comfortable heart rising against rious: Lord of
the universe. 1 queried with mysell ; “Is this the
tender benevolent heart, which never wished ill to any

being 2 And shall it risc in hostility againss
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«he Father of mercies, that Being, who has so tenderly
upheld, pro ctedy and nourished me But alas ! it was
reasoning with a heart of God had dealt hard-
ly and cruelly with me mn 1z me existence. “0
for the privilege of annibilation.
put "far preferable to an existence of
miser Tears had deserted me, and the but
Wbtion of my tort

In this wretched situation, my feelings toward my

became hard Even my beloved
P

ved bosom was indescribable.

fellow creatures

which had previously been an asylum of

school, A
peace and quict, now filled me with rage and despair.
I there found mysclf sutrounded by wreiched im-
mortals, many of whom, being under fearful appre-
hensions of danger, seemed 10 upbraid me with being
the vile instrument of their ruin.

I now clearly discovered, “that by the deeds of
the law no flesh could be justificd” I discovered,
that all my external goodness was from motives of
celf-cxaltation ; or, what is still more displeasing to
God, that it was designed as a substitute for the
vighteousness of Christ. Then all my refuges of
lics. failed me, and God out of Christ appeared
a consuming fire. 1 felt, that
instance of the implacable vengeunc
and I desired nothir nore ardently, than
usurp the power of the Almighty, and rob him of his
dominion.

One evening Mr. Rawson, who boa with me,
mentioned, that after much trouble hel procured
a seat for me to ride to meeting. Just before he
spoke, Lfelt too full of to say any thing ; but this
mock Kkindness, as it then appeared, overcame my
silence, and I abruptly told him, I would not go ; nor
would T ever attempt to go to meeting again. - Mis.
Smith, with whom I bearded, meekly ing uired the rea-
son of this rash and alarming resolution. - I told her,
that I had been too often disappointed to attempt
going again ; and if | should go, it would only heighten
my condemnation. With tears of Christian pity,
she tenderly asked me, who were the objects of my

esentment ; adding, that knowing my anxie
ad frequently staid at home, that I might be
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modated
mediately rose
been to me the

seat 10 go My ba heart” gy
ainst this lovely” woman, whe h
tenderest of  friends, [ arose
table, where 1 was sitting,
should utter blasphemous words against her g

fod, My d of others was now con

haste f the

ic had long been the only objéer, the
with the least complacen y. T felt, heaven g
iell were in he stility against me,
parents had become objects of my hatreg
¥ had never given me up in fuith to God
2 Nt my chamber, and
me to take her place in the
ould stay at home
before ssured hep
that T would neve neeting agaj
me with a sorrowful nance to deplorg
) being extremely]
With presumptus
vengeance of God. My sing

in be

and

tared'me in
which I had cherish; d

) bear a more threats
1es. These bad been)
s whispered “ peace, whelll
state a§
shation of my heart
d assumed its horrid

re w no A I now considered my
csperate ; and the burning i

onyinced me, that hell reign
in my soul

I had long striven to conceal and sy

endeavored

my dis-
1o recal the
nd to reflect on my auc
defying the wrath of
sink me to endless perdition,
callous to all

sing enmity. In
loving kindness of God,
cious wickedness

casily

him, who
Jut alas,
tenderness or
imazing madness ! 1 longed to ki
anticipated vengeanc
In the morning, after a sleepless night, I
ored to compose myself to appear before the family.
Mr. Davis inquired tenderly for my health, which he
observed to be very low in consequence of my cough
and & constant pain in my side. I endeavored to an-
wer him as calmly as possible, But I thought he des

endeay-

Evenl



7
d me, that I was on the verge of heli.

signed to remir
5 specting the state of my mind,

He nlncummw me T A 1
1 made but littie reply, harboring the mis.
that he und all other Christians exulted
He asked whether I desired C hristians to
I told him, “ No, by no means. I have
enough' to make this request publicly -

to which
taken notion,
in my ruin.
pray for me.
been foolish
But [ am now convinced, that my npamc was enrolled
upon the bla k catalogue of reprobates from eternity,
and that all the prayers of menand angels can

alter the divine decree.”

After my sister obtained comlort I reflected upi

the numberless exhortations, 1 bad given her, to flec
from the wrath to comne, and upon the nights we
had spent together in sleepless gloomy wretchedness
All this, I supposed, was for the solé purpose of bring-
her to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The

I

words of our Savior seemed verified 18, “ Ther
shall be two one bed ; the one shall taken and
N be left.” These views filled me with
horror); and my heart and flesh felt on fire. Time
appeared exceedingly short.  Eternity scemed within
reach. . My rebellious heart appeared somewhat
bumbled, and I endeavored to pray. My hedrt, filled
with turpitude and malice, scemed ready to burst ;
it God to subdue its rage,
even though he should consign me over to remediless
ruin. Sometimes 1 ardently wished to know th
worst of my expected destiny, and to ‘sink so deep in
the regions of despair, as to screen my anguished soul
from the dreaded view of an incensed G My coun-
tenance was depicted with horro I shuddered at
my ownd wretched aspect. My dear Mrs. Smith would
often turn [rom me in tears, which, I supposed, she

compassionately shed in view ol my approaching ru

and I more than once besoug

but which, I bave since been rmed, weve caused by
arful glances of despair, d from eves, once
placid and screne.
repaired 0 ! what a wretched
place did 1 amned
seemed more dreary to my Numbers
of my dear vere i i i r to my
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own.  With eycs, red with weeping, ‘tiey
e for succour, and seemed to wonder
as ready to administer consolat on,
point out their danger. But alas, 1
alive without

Came
y that T wag
as formerly
s who was of
the law, was now dead by the revival
sin. It was 4 most aggravating consideration, thae
o had so frequently and so solemnly  preachedigg
hers, must myself be a castaw Ry
But with this class of pupils I was less, far less mij
crable, than with those, who were solic itous to gl
Joice one another with the news of their happy changsg
and the unspeakable Joys derived from reconciliation)
God. Here was displayed the sovereignty of God g
his electing love, cutling, most cutting to the na
heart, and almost too painful for mine to beap
scene of Wretchedness | This surcly was a particip
uon of the miseries of the damned ; nor can 1 con.
ceive, thatany would doubt of a hell, while, like meg,
hey felt a degree of it in their own br
Feh. 18, 1303.  Afer

a wakeful, hopeless nighty
repatred 1o school,

fully resolved to dismiss my. irl
some employ and resign myself up to despal
At noon, knowing that Mr Spaulding was' in thel
liouse, I smoothed down my features, and endeavortd
to assume a smile, if possible o' canc horrg
that reigned within,

[After a long and very solemn cor ersation with
Mr. Spaulding, which there is not room here to inserty
s, Emerson proceeds to relate her feclings.]

“ T am indeed,” th ught I, *“a monument of God’s
indictive indignation. ~ O ‘that T could hide myself

ks and mountains. O what a curse is
sistence, if Imust remain in the power of 4 Beingy
hate with the most implacable hatred” He i

ieavored to reason on the perversity of my feels
s, and to reconcile myself to the idea of being. ir hi

and, lay in the hand of th: pottgr.  But al

a « more and mare dreadfull  The
“ The wrath of Almighty God a

will ever abide, upon my soul. I feel already the
oad of sin and guilt, which must forever sink me down
1 twin.  There i$an awful controye Yy between myd
v and its incensed Maker. O that I had
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died in childhood, before my s sins became as
the sand on the sea shore o multitude. O that T had
been bred in a land of heathenish darkness, that my
crimes might have been less aggravatcd. O that my
powers of mind had been less vigorous, a lw‘u my
oppertunities of gaining instruction had beeh cur
tailed. O that I had been an idiot, rather than a sen
sible being, destined to the eternal, poignant stings of
a guilty conscience. O for the envied situation of the
most loathsome of brutes, rather than to endure the
flames of that fire, which is never quenched, and the
gnawings of that worm, which never dies! But even
this is denied me. 1 must go with all my boasted tal-
ents and qualifications, which a deceitful world has
called endearing, to dwell with legions of unholy
spirits and damned souls.”

The meeting, usnally attended on this day, was a
terropto my soul. I had now determined to attend no
more meetings. But lest my tarrying should be attrib-
uted to the plain conversation of Mr. Spaulding,* and
some good people should receive gratification from his
faithfulness to me, I concluded to go for the last time ;
and inall the obstinacy of despair to hold up my head,
which had leng been bowed down, like a bulrush.
aged men come forward, and in trembling accent
lated what God had done for his soul. Then
of ten years old, in manncr the most animating,
related  her remarkable experiences. I began to
reflect on the assertion of Mr. Spaulding, that God
8 5o % Surely,” thought “ these happy souls
can attest the truth of this assertion. = Their salvation
is really as important as mine; and it is remal
ble, that I ghould rejoice in their happy deliverance

from the bondage of sin. God has been long, very

long l_tm'.ernv:; me the same blessed deliverance. But
I, a foo , with such a price to get wisdom, had
no heart it.  Why then should I murmur? How
can | e a | 3 but God is just.””
my leng pent tears

s almost tore My

desperately




wicked exercises towards Him,
be just even in
19,2 thought I
in existenc

my rnal condemnation, “ S
) @lof the unreasonable ywrepe
» Lam the most deserving of ey, H
I experienced such unusual convulsions of bodgg
induced me 1o take hold of a chair before me, toiehl
ble me to keep my seat. [ supposed, that
soul was taking its final ion from r
tempted to ri
but

verily
ny bady,
110 another room
st expire,” thoug

for an example g
Justy that it shofy
ce in this ¢

s¢, in or
found it impossible.
" in the midst of this
hteous disple Itis
d every on

pression of 'his ‘inc on

of iniquity.”  Here I viewcd myscifa timinal, justl
condemned to all the torty endiess despair,
hope beamed on my benig
fond expectation from  creature

gleam of ted soul,
spered
ion.  Against God only had 1

led, can
this preat wickedness, and he ¢

soul seemed Lumbled in

lemnation, while I was constr
Spirit, “Even so, Lord God
righteous are thy juc
, J

the

gr
ed, hopeless situation, the fo
ectly through my mind, and y clighte
ful energy, as thrilled through my whole con , and filled
me with rapture unspeakable. “ Jegy.
faithful hand, 1y naked soul I trust,”*
cordial disposal of myself into the b
rious  Redcem the thick clouds
perse, and lace to such
of the

With an ¢ of

thy deap
this mosg

tralisporting  view
Savior, as mo

words can exg
iith, I beheld his
conspicuous, than that of
meridian splendor, when  burstir

anscendent
natural sun
g drom behind
could ne more doubt of
nity of Chri than of
presented to

thickest
ing and 1)
spiritual view

be thought herself on

whom I now Saw g

Wt TO A e S A DO B



stantial glory, as cau we to adopt the acclamation
of the astonished Thomas, “ My Lord, and my God.
Here all my distress subsided, and all my anxie
beloved self was cured was astonished that
could ever feel such anxiety for myself. The

ness of God’s character, and t glorious schem
redemption, filled me with won admiration and joy.
my head, and looked on Mr. Spaulding, who
lously engaged in illustrating the righteousness
ste. But, O how altered was his aspect :
beautifuly” thought I, ¢ are the feet of him,
that bringeth good that publisheth peace,
that bri th good tidings of good, that publisheth
salvation, that saith Zion, thy God" reigneth.”
I no longer disbelieyed the good man’s assertion, that
he would serve his Gc

tidings

1, if he knew, he had no por-
tion with Kim Who would not do the same !
“ Surely,” cht 1, “ I will serve him, though I
have no distant hope of, being saved. Yes, my whole
shall be devoted to his blessed
1 must go down to the dark abode horror, I will
there convince the blaspheming cr that God
good, superlatively good, though whole race of
mortals should be doomed to hell.

ound on the attenti
ance apy God that
opened the eyes of all

appeared, that every heart was rejoicing in the salva
tion of God : é

erv ; and thou

assembly Every

sus audite

Here I began to query, “ What has produced this
change ? Why is my

ous, thus calm
which I have L
birth, without h none «
God ! Surely not. Ior

souly lately so tumultu-
nd joyful 7 Is

his (he conversion,
1

seen blindly seck
whi
my
vated, and I feel more Lell dese
God in infinite

my late fervent request,* to subdue
rebellious heart, and in tf vay U

do some good to his children, w

nercy has been pleased

* Tt was not the opinion of Mrs,
s, that t

s of the wicked are acceptabl




live in the world. And O, how cheerfully will T
gage in his service even on my way to hell,
praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart ;
show forth all thy marvellous works.”

In the evening, Mr. Rawson, while leading jn fa
prayer, made mention of the elect, with fervent
treaty for their ingathering, 1In ¢ petition 1 fouy
my desires going out to God in perfect unison
his, fervently wishing, that Christ’s kingdom
be gloriously built up to the disappointment of
and all' his subtle ¢missaries. Here again I nogjj
the sudden alteration in m feclings.  Had the sub
jeet of election been mer oned in the morning,
soul would have revolted rom the painful, agonizing
theme. But now I r oiced, that some of oup fall
race would be saved through the eternal, electin]
love of God. Such were the joyful exercises of m
Beart, even though I had no thought, that I was ing
terested in the blessed scheme of ‘grace. ScIf wa
out of sight, I was too inconsiderable. to
thought upon myself at this happy moment, when
Christ, with his ten thousand charms, was presented
ta my soul.

The next day I ventured to inform  Mrs. Smith,
that I had lost my opposition of heart, at least for a
season.  “For a season 22 replied she with te
oy, “I hepe, and trust you have lost I
Here I felt suspicious, that she thought
edyandas I was, decidedly of a contrary opinion, I
was  unwilling she should be deceived.” But I felt
100 happy to trouble myself mueh about jt,

At the usual hour I ry paired 0 school. Here the
alteration appeared more evident, than in my own
heary Every  countenance appearcd inexpressibly
beautiful. I recognized the finger of God in every
feature of every face., « Surely,” thought I, « you

are fearfully and wonde: fully made.  Who can withe

lold adoration from your Maker I” [ queried with
myself, whether this happy, delightful place could be
the same, in which I had lately passed so many dark,
dreary hours of despair and ‘horror ; anq whether
those sweet youths could be the same, that but yes-
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terday 1 had viewed as \lcmon:,}ntm'mcm me before
Sy fime. I walked the oom jn heavenly contem-
plations, and my heart seemed to overflow with sweet
adoring €cstacy- Now my labor was pleasant. My
capacity for instructing youth, and facility in gaining
their confidence, Whic h I had lately cursed, I now con-
sidered my most stinguishing blessing: Lar-
dently thirsted for more knowledge, that I m,;.;m
pour wholsesome instruction 1nto the opening minds
of my attentive pupils, who viewed me with almost
filial affection. With what rapture did I reflect on
my most eligible employment O who would not
deire & to rear the tender thought” to God, and teach
the listening youth the way to glory ?* In this strait
and narrow way, I determined to direct my perishing
charge, though my prospect of the heavenly Canaan
was from the top of Pisgah, and I supposed the sen-
tence of the Lord was already pronounced, * Thou
shalt not go over thither.

In the evening 1 had opportunity to join in prayes
with Mr. Davis. He ingeniously particileized every
individual present, except myself, pr ying earnestly for
their immortal welfare. I felt reconciled to being thus
overlooked, considering myself too vile to engage the

s of God’s people.
x| spaulding preached in the most
terrific ma r . showed forth the terribleness of
Christ’s coming to_judgment, and treated of the con
fusion and dismay of his enemies at his glorious ap-
pearing. I trembled on account of others, wi
considered his enemies ; but to my astonis!
found my heart exulting at the thought of his lorious
coming. My inmost soul scemed bursting from
its brittle tenement, to meet the triumphant Conquer-
or. Although I had no hope of my own salvation, yet
the prospect of the blessedness of innum
intelligenc together with the everlasting  glory,
10 be thereby reflected on the character of Immanuel,

_ * Canany real Christian consider it benenth her di

Ln\m-- ¢t young immortals in those vs, which by th
blessing may render them useful in this world, and happy
in the next
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filled me with joy unspeakable.  VWith difficulpy
refrained from loud acclamations of praise mthe
niscient Jud { quick and dead. But g5 the preae)

pronounced the awful se our Judge &
the wicked,  Depart, ye cursed,” &,

could not quit the Savior.
but that of leaving forever the
beauty. Here I found
sheltéring mys

itence of

myself cleavi
f unde
ng.  Here I rested securely, and
united force of earth and hel
how small, worthless and
rious asylum.  Willing ¢
wished for nothi but to
rious Advocat
bosom

hadow of
feared
can nevey

g feast eternally on my
€, and to lean my littic self on his (ol
These sweet refreshings from
conspicuously in my t
mm]u ure, what

the Lord shone
€, as to lead my frigh

n in my heart,
ked me, Lo I

ope. I repl
.(‘uLﬂll)H. and e

stioned ‘me closely on

.,wui to acknowledge, wih

vered, that nothing short of;

almighty power of God was Aml‘ to effect this chag
in my views and feelings, and T began ¢

that he had taken my feet

miry clay, s phml them on the
Christ Jesus. - We passed much time i relat ing
exercises, and adm ring that free sovereign gract

that had snatched us, Poor orphan  strangers, “frof
eternal burnings, and

mouths, even

had but recently disc

from the horsil

Put a mew song intg
e to the living God. O that
could communicate to thous ghiless, pleasure-seekil
youth the sublime happiness we here enjoyed.  N@
all the combined variety of juvenile vanitics, not
honors of applauding world could bear 8
a feather, in competition with our exce

L was the change in my
course of a few weeks ! At

300d of the universe and

feelings in t
variance with the gr
loathing my very being)




Jife had become 2 burden ; while my emacia
threatencd me with a still more wretched condition,
But now my every wish, m

the glory of Ct l\l'w'kmg’uu]n.
that his cause would finally
“confusion of all its enemies 2 y
and consolatien, than I could have realized from an
ce of my own eternal felicity.

i 1 to Christian friends, and free-

h, my every desire centeved in

firm persuasion,
the everl

far greater

assuran

I now opened my minc
1y declared, what God had done for my soul. I
found such satisfaction and delight in obeying the
commands of Christ, that the frequent intimations in
seripture and many complaints of Ch liffi
culties of daily taking up the cross appeared obscure
and paradoxical.

This doctrine however was scon clearly illustrated
by a remarkable trial, with wh I was exercised soon
after giving my relation to the church. During my
Jong agonies of soul under conviction, it had been often
impressed upon my mind, while crying for mercy,
that 1 1d not € T , while 1 lived in the
negleet of daily prayer with and for my pupils. When
the thought returned with pungency, I was i
duced to vow to the Lord, that, il he would gr
grace, I would perform this, and all othe
promptitude. Now for the proof of my
perform the vows, which my soul ha
anguish, The duty of praying in my school appeare
indispensable. The worth of souls, bound to etc y
seemed to, urge the : of attempt
lead  their minds in prayer and praise
Creator.  Praying with them
p}'nbublc way to accomplish
God seemed to urge the imme
long premeditated design. - I
Pugnunt to the procedure,
my  school would be deemed
by those, whom I lately
that even Christ ¢

held in |
i ans would say,
gDy we tremble for (1
ate, I
lunctions (o women, 1
C

1e end.”
Searched the scriptures

0t o speak in the chu




other passages, would not excuse me from the p
But I found nothing, that touched
ployment. My conscience therefore was mo!
pressed to be faithful to souls, commitiedil

nful trial of many “days, T
¥ ance to engage in (

But how can I ever describe the conflict i’ my
between pride and duty. The evil adversary,
withmy wicked heart, brou ghta thousand obj

lo deter me from putting in practice my good ré
tion. The chamber, in which I taught my 8@

was directly over the shop of a person,
had been much acquainted. T knew hi

! 10 ot
a tolerable

share of wit, which was chiefly dibg
against religion. I knew my voice might be disi

heard below ; and I imagined it would furnish
stant sport for him and his vain companions.

an objection almost insurmountable, I had large 88
ars, who were well informed, and capable of critie
on my performances, which, I had reason to exp
would be very bad. As 1 hud never tempted (o
in an audible voice, I fancied my words would
mysclf, and prevent that heart service, whichil
is acceptable to a heart-searching God.
with numberless similar obstacles, arose

and dist me. But none was more potent,
the fi that 1 should be left to bring reproach
religion, should 1 thus set up myself for a light$
example (o others.
After much perplexity
to dismiss the tryin

I came to the determinall
subject, and by doubling my @
ying for my pupils in secret, and by carefl
ending (o every command of God, 10 be reli
from the puinful cross, 1 had so much dreaded. T
thought it possibie, that it was « nly an over-riglited
or cot!

usiastic spirit, that had possessed me, and whi
i i
smiss,
rate_and firm resolve, I ern
s upon 1 and Christ
ely so much rejoie
tirned into darkneSss

gone

pleasing su
my soul. B
and every




amazed at this sudden and surpris

my form-crr\\l i e
R, with what lasc ‘
ff" Mihe church, s to induce Lhemn ket e, Tn
wld 1 hesitate about ap=
i ected extremity, coul ¥ .
this upexpecte extr . :
plying for relief to Him, who reserved me through
¥i% troubles and through seven : ;
I immediately retired to P out my complaint to
¥ when they

dence was conce

Him, ©* who hearcth the ng .

erp?® Butall was darkness, Lgy 58
could not entertain the least cl on of the
nature or attributes-of Jebovah § and I felt thatl
addressing an unknown God.

Having p:;s\.c(l a few days in this gloomy manner,
endeavoring to cry to God for the light of his counte«
nance, 1 opened my mind tom friend, Mrs. Smith
1 observed to her, that xt Sabbath was the
fime appointed for my joining the church, 1 could not
think of its approach without treml and that the
very naming of the sacrament caused my blood to chill
in my veins. She ap| eared tenderly interested in my,
trial, and told me, that she did not dare to advise me
o go forward in this momentous business _with such
feelings of horror ; but hoped God would enlighten
my path of duty, and lead me by the side of still waters.

My attention was so engrossed with my sad reverse

that it did not occt my mi that it

3 from_the presence of the Lord,”

which had raised this tempest in my soul.* Though
my distress appeared greater, il possible, than before,
yet 1 could proneunce God to be just and good,
though the blackness of darkness should be my eternal
habitation. And his goodness appear anifest in
opening my eyes on my Teal condition, before they
were opened to everlasting disappointment. 1 often
retired for the purpose of laying

5 my case before God,
and implo his

mercifal direction with regard
the ensuing Sabbath.
- not gain access to the mercy seat.
ll‘he thought of professing religion, without the least
hope of possessing it, threw

to my covenanting with him
But I could

me into unutterable

* See Jonah, i. 3




horror 5 and I'resolved not to make the |

resumpy 1
attempt (
evening, as I sat ruminating on .
» [ viewed myself cut off from all my b
pated bliss, destined to linger out a miserable gxis '
without God and without hope, !
the pleasures of :
an inactive, usel, athsome being. At this the §

he question in my mind, W}
A6 r

Though no ray

3 of joy
on thy benighted soul, yet be up and déing i
cause of Christ. = Other souls are as precious
thine.  Seck and strive unremittingly for thele
vation, whatever becomes of self This thoug
though unaccompanicd with the least gleam of
fiorded joy. « Yes,” my heart replied, “ I wil] A
carnest for God. His cause is glorious, trangil P
ently glorious ; and it will add new lustre 1o .
perfections to separate. me from all good unto all & s
I will resolutely engage in whatever

duty.”

Iere 1 determined to en jage imme
ing out duty and entering upon it with renewed vigh
suffering ‘no obstacle to hinder, where it §

made  clear and plain. In this resolve, 1 t

heart  unconditionally acquiesced _witheut
nost distant expectation of being personally benefit

alife of obedience X

appears 1o

asely in se:

Inmy resea
not professing: Christ occurred, and appeared 1o,

in the way of observing. his other holy injunctiof
This brought me to resolve upon a speedy compliailg
even though clouds and darkness enveloped his thr
Falso determined on a strict observance of the Sabl

on faithfulness to my fellow creatures, on mortifying
my sioful passions and appetites, with a constant. Wi

over my thoughts, words and actions. I determin
todo justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humb
with God. ~ Here the question struck my mind, % Hf
you that humility, which will léad you to
and morning in your school ”

rehes after daty, my late resolution

pray night
“ Yes, yes,” I replied
ven though I should say no more, than, Lord, Adth
nere 7 even though I becomé the ridicule and
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scorn of those T love. I \?ill 1\\~:§:l' =
Gody and implore his merejon l’L"‘:“““ higry

The light and joy, that burst into my ~'Au>‘A : L
B nppuin'k'd s g at, une pected and g t'uu”\)L.
as would be the shining of the natural sun at Micnig 1‘\,
1 conid scarcely persuace nryselfy th : the dark room
where I was sitling was not enlightened, till T reflec ted,
that my eyes were closed. All immensity seemed
filled with the fulness of God ; and these words sweetly
employed my thoughts :

« High on a throne his glory dwells,
‘An awful throne of shining bliss.

Flythrough the world, O sun, and tell,
How dark thy beams, compar'd to his.”

O what majesty and beauty appeared in these
words. Being alone, 1 exclaime aloud, My Gop
comed My Gop is come ! ¥ could no longer doubt
of the real causc of my being left of God. My own
pride and obstinacy had forcsd my Savior from me.
The glory and excellency of God’s character appear
ed much greater than before. My soul was ravish-
ed with his goodness, and I could join with tl
Psalmist in saying, “ I will extol thee, O Lord, for
thon hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to
rejoice over me. O Lord, my God, I cried unto thee,
and thon hast heasled me. O Lord, thou brought
up u’x‘y soul from the grave, thou hast kept me

Smith entered the room, I observed, that
I bad glorious news to tell her. In surprise, she ask=
efl.\vrhu ‘l been there to bring good news. “ The
Comforter,” I replied. Tears of joy shone in her eves ;
and she proposed to sing a hymn of praise to God. T
could now heartily call on this dear friend to magnify
the Lord with me, that we might exalt his name to:
gether.  For I had sought him, and he bad
and delivered me from all my fears.

L retired early to bed, that 1 might ebtain
?esll. in order to attend 3
and give 1 ) R
Bnul Fi‘l‘\c lh‘:‘:;; {‘]JC(:K':rl in an everlasting cove

e Redeemer was so shed ab

€ to~

heard me,

neces!
the worship of the sanctuary




i my soul, that sleep, an unwelcome guegt,
from me. Never before did 1 coneeive of jo
this. The presence of my dearest Suviofl
to fill my chamber with his glory'; and heaven
ed realized in my soul. I felt that it was e
My sickly frame could bear fio more, d
si communion with the F 3
and with the Holy Spirit.  The glorious planf
demption, “devised in eternity, appeared  with' |
splendent lustre.  Well might the brightest e
adoring seraphs “ desire to look into these th
and cry with united voices, Worthy is ‘the
that was slain, to receive power, und richesy
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory,
blessing ***

Filled with admiration of the divine character
conduct, I spent the greater part of the night wil
sleep, fearing 10 close my eyes, lest I should lose
precious exercises, which so rqvished'my soul. Thot
I was willing “ to depart,” yet I was ready (o
ine, that it could net be infinite gai
he dear' Redeemer seemed already to
and his presetice made a heaven below

certain poet appeared entirely applicable to my
tion :

« Lam safe, and 1 am happy,
While in thy dear arms I lie 3
$in nor Satan cannot hurt me,
While my Savior is 50 nigh.”

Maren 13; 1303588
Just as the day dawned, I fell into a gentle sTumbe
But, contrary to my expectations, | awoke inf the
pleasing rapture ; and found my spirits ruther
hilarated by sleep. My eyes now opened on'd di
long, long to be remembered by mysclf and ¥
others, who were about to * subscribe with our 03
hands unto the Lord, and surname ourselves by
name of Israe The important transactions of th
solemn day may dwell on our minds with increasing
Tapture throughout the ages of eternity. Then

* 1 Pet.i l;‘ Rev. v. 11, 12.
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slialf have @ moré striking and affecting view of the
¢fmgcemlcl“ grace, which has triumphed over so gre t
hiness. O the poundless love and merey, whieh
B broce uich sin hardcned, self ruined: rebelsy

and causc us to

such
sing of victorious grace and redeeming

h‘l:‘ Jeased the great Plysician of soul and body to
.{rordpme sucha micasure of healthy that I was enabled

reeting all day, without realizing the least in-
indisposition, or eveh recol-

gonvenience from bodily
Jecting that I was not 1n perfect health.

I pad belore thought, it W mvkl be 4 severe cross Lo
submit to the ordinance of baptism in a land of
gersy not only on account of the ridic ule, which my

stran-

young acquaintances might cast upon Mme, but princi-
pally on account of the reproach, W hich it might veflect
on my beloved parents for having neglected B
and important duty in my infancy

&s well asin various others I found

disappointed. Never did 1 perform ah act more ¢
fully, than when 1 receiv d the scaling token of God’s
covehant love.

#Fhe afternoon was principally devoted to the admin-
iStration. of the  sacraments. When the candidates
stood forth to assent to the covenant, I verily thought
that astonished angels hovered over us, tobelold the
affecting scene ; to see the child and the gray-head-
wd, the illiterate and the learned, rich and poor, black
and white, all become one in Christ Jesus. Here stood
allranks and conditions in life, thirty in nuniber, wit-
sessing. to the admiring spectators of the manifold
Power and grace of God. The hous¢ seemed filled
with the: gloty of God ; and my soul was ready to
exclaim, ** How dreadful is this place ! this is none
other but the liouse of God, and this is the gate of
heaven | 1

The spectators seemed filled with fear ; and the
lﬂ“i;\[n;:c of their countenances Wwaus, is is the
Lotd’s omng ; 1tis marvel S N our eyes pe

Among those, who presented themselves, 10T ceive
baptism, was a your

% g mulatto man, who hud previous-
Iy eXcited my indi

nation by mixing With others at




s and other meetings. I thought,
cagerness to hear, he sometimes took the
his betters. I do not recollect ever fecling simy
tred and contempt toward any other created ben
could scarcely endure the thought, that he shoy
permitted to seekan interest in this great saly
I even mentioned it to several, that, if some ong g
check his audacity, 1 would take the task on my;
But here, as we were standing in the same compan
on the same great business, Wwailting 1o receive the.
sacred seal of the covenant, both poor and unwg
both equally dependent, both craving the same j
dietion of the same glorious Benelactor, both hi
hoping to receive the same everlasting inhes
through the merits of the same bleeding Redee
I was led to ask my heart, whether it retained
its former malignity toward this humble sainti
so far from it. I felt my heart glowin
Jove toward him, that 1 could
my Master's family, asif be had been thelgre
monarch on earth, 1 could most cheerfully re
him, as a dear brother in Christ, and rejoice inghe
partiality of God, who isno respecter of personss
the poor, despised, illiterate out-cast was called from:
igh ways of sin and hedges of destruction toa sa
quaintunce with that divine scheme, to which g
of the wise and honorable of the earth, then presenty
Were strangers.  Thus * the Lord of hosts punposedil
to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contemp
the honorable of the earth.” g
After the baptism of several, 1, with my sister, we
to reccive the precious ordinance. I then
that were I posscssor of worlds innum: rable, I
most joylully. give them all with myself into the ha
of my blessed and glorious Redeemer.
M: present were much affected with!

c of God's goodness manifested towards my sisteR
andme, as we presented ourselves for the. reception ohl
the buptismal ordinance. For two young, fatherlesl
strangers to be made guests at the supper of the. Lanilg
while many of the children of his own covenant people;
were left to perish in their sins, appeared te be # Jops
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O what 2 deformed picture does the review of
Past life’ present ;  how sinful, how unprofitg
What years of happiness have I lost by 50 long rej
ing the dear Tmmanucl.  What adyanees migl
have made in the divine life, had | but early enlij
under the banners of Christ.. What se vices mij
1 have Instrumentally rendered to my
low mortals, instead of helping them “on in their g
to perdition. O let none ever think themselyes
YOung to forsake the service of Satan for the delig]
ful employment of serving God. Let them consid,
that every moment they del. repentance, they i)
for themselves sharp pointed arrows, whiel
or later stick fast in thejy anguished heart
and perbaps pierce them through with eternal SOTTOWS
What consummate folly is it, to reject the hi
800d for the ‘momentary pleasures of sin,
son and scripture unitedly assure us that t
e disappoiniment, pain, and shame.
€ in Algiers, groaning uader galling chains and
cruel servitude, famishing with want and bunger, seps
arted " from uhis dearest friends and happy country,
with nothing before him b the melancholy Pprospect
of lingering out a wretched Jife under the inhuman
oppression of remorseless tyrants; should such a one
hear the voice of freedom proclaimed, of friends and
country restored with high emoluments_gnd honors,
if he would consent to quit his dreary Bondage, should |
We not be petrified with wonder and  astonishment
10 see him hear the glorious “offer with utter in-
difference, slothfully procrastinating the acceptance,
or perhaps spurning the -propesal with disdain, pre-
ferring his loathsome prison, und hugging his clank-
ing chains ? This conduct,” however strange and un-
natural, would be wisdom, compared with the conduct
of those, who reject the mild voice of mercy, and de-
spise the offered Savior with his ten thousand ¢xcel.
lences, choosing the way of { gressors, which is
hard, and the wages of sin, which is death,

=
ti
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LETTER TO MRS MARTHA READ.

Bennington, March 14, 1808,
DEAREST MOTHER,

Wirs 2 (rembling hand and em:xri;xlexl frame, 1
gladly ¥ vite a few lines to that dear fl:u.'nll, who, wheth-
er in pruprl"\l‘Y or adversity, In sickness or health,
will ever be near to my anxious heart, But O my
parent 1 have given myself away to God ina most
solemn covenant. The child, whom you have so ten-
derly nursed, and watched over, has sworn an eternal
allegiance against yous unless you will serve my Lord
and my God. O then comeg, come, dearest earthly
friend, For his  yoke is easy, and his burden is light’
I fear you depend on your morality But alas, itis
«hithy rags® 1f we bave done, of can do any thing
to merit salvation, then Christ is dead in vain. O give
it all up, and bow to the righteousness of our great
high Priest. O my mother, yon stand on the very
brink of a long eternity. Do improve every moment
of your remaining life, to find your God, and to serve
him, lest too late you cryy * O for a day, for a moment

Jelieve me, my parent, my nights are
sleepless on your account ; because I know the terrors
of the God of heaven. He has shown me, that he will
punish with dreadful, fiery indignation, tbose who
do not love him more, than every thing else. Butin-
expressible are the joys of \hose, wha feel his love.
To me adungeon would be joyous and delightsome,
while blest with the glorious smiles of my Savior.
Yesterday was better to me than Indies of gold. My
heart bounded with joy. Ah. my mother, 1 have worse
than lost all my life before. Da not delay a moment,
dearest purent. It is  delaying that cheits thousands
out of salvation. O that God in the infinitude of bis
mercy would visit you.

I have symptoms of a quick consumption.  But,
blessed be God, 1 will go with joy, when he calls.
Farewcll, my parent. Call on me, when you want hu-
man assistance ; but call continually on God to grant

ugh Jesus Christ.
Ereaxoi READ.
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LETTER TO MRS MARTHA READ,

Ber ngton, March 31, 18058
DEAREST PARENT,

Frox severe illness and apparent danger, I am so
far recovered as to take the cape of @ small numbep
of pupils, and again to address the dearvest of earthly
friepes. But what shal] [ wite 7 Shall T give pain to
that sympathetic bosom, which has been so assiduouge
Iy engaged to guard my infancy, childheod and youth
from every pung and eve ¥ trouble ! Painfyl, disireses
ing thought. "Byt coyld 1 calmly yitness the des
vouring flames, consuming yoyp dwelling, while yous-
self were Wrapt in silent slumber in the midst of the
dreadful element 7 Should I not rathep cast off that defe
€rence duc o a parent, and vehemently ery, « Awake,
awvake, O slecper, fy, 'fly for i 5. destruction, feapfl
destruction is neqr you i Alas, algs ! this is but a
faint, & feeble emblem of (}e borrid destryc tion, which
AWANS Jou, if you haye DO interest in the bload of the
dear Redeemer,  Exymine then, my mother, seanch
thoroughly, and, if possible, ascertain, whethey that
essential change hys taken place in your hearty with-
out which Chyig bimself declares, none shall enter
the Kingdom of heaven.  Sce, what has been the
main spring of alj Your apparent VITtUes ; whethepijt
has been a Propensity to external duty,

ansing from
selfish wishes of working

OUt yourown salvatjon,
a love 1o the commands of (g’ dependir

ance entirely on e merits of § biceding
Toy PAEDt, if the Iatter be ot ype foundat;

on of your
pe and
hope and tr

omour house is built upon the sand i and

Wwhen the storms of 200’ wrath beat upon jg, (he fall
; b

must be inevitahly great, Bk not, thay I Pretend

Practised those Himiable Wirriids, which have

Sop Dot yous life.f |1 bagiheysoh o8 blush, when [
lect on the follies 9f my fommer life, compar with
the regularity of yours. Yet I cannot “endure (he
idea, that those amigble qualities should blind  yep
Syehand cause you to trust in worke Without that (rye
and living faithin (he Sop of God, which

I wotks Ly
love, and purifies the pea. You have passed mmany

laborious years, and are noy on the decline of  Jife,
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¢ beseech you with the bowels of filial

Now 1 humbly
Jove, to pass th few remaining days of this probation-

v state in preparing for an endless duration. Do not

:‘[cln till tomorrow ; for it is not yours. O prepare
to bless and praise the glorious Redéemer for snatch-
ing some of your dear offspring, as brands from
eternal nings ; myself; the most unworthy of all
his wretched creatures, made; as I confidently trust, a
subject of eternal joys. Yes, and [ will take up bis
cross daily, and follow him. For without his love
and favor, life is a burden and existence a curse.

Since Charlotte left me, I despaited of meeting any
of you this side the grave. But the tranguillity of my
mind, occasioned by the enjoyment of the blessed
Comforter, reconciled me to the idea of leaving every
thing in this yain world, to go to my eternal Friend.

Eueaxor Reap,

P. S. Charlotte, I amyet weak and low. I look not
much like your sister Eleanor But I am not so
much alarméd for myselfi as others are for me.
This spring ‘will probably determine, whether I shall
tarry here, or go, as I really trust, to the bosom of
my God If my disorder prove a consumption, 1
shall prebably return to my friends at Leicester.
But to leave this subject for one, in which we both feel
more interested. The good work goes on gloriously
Many in every part of the town,gclderly men and
women, and also children, have been lately gonverted
Charlotte, praise God with me, thatyl am enabled to
take up the cross, and pray morning and evening in
my schiool.* 1 had no peace, till T did it; but
I enjoy religion. 1 long to hear how you got hor
and whether you enjoy the light of God’s counte-
nance.

* This Mrs. Emerson practised in her school, as long as she
continued in the employment, unless prevented by bodily in

disposition

D
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TER TO MR. AND MRS, HERSEY,
B

ennington, Afr 25,
MY FRIENDS,

Tsuarr make'no apology for nr!dressing
frequently on the all important and awfully mo
concerns of religion. For notwj hsr:\.ndlng m
shameful n ct; I now plainly discover, thag

Savior, life would be a burdenyt}
ends, what can T say 2 O that God woy

furnish me with language to reach your
Surely death and eternal wretchedness “are. at

I tremble, dearest friends, when I view you
brink of cternal burnings, insensible of your f
state. Awake, T be h you, awake to reason. |
this vain world go. It is indeed a cheat, undese)
the supreme attention of immontal beings. Do
Can you carry i i
mendous b
this world would v
jeat you.  Yes, you would then curse themyag o v
dece ; and mourn, that you had not

ggars, than to have abused the blessings of a gn
cious God. Will not your dear children exclaim
bitter cu against you, if you never give them
to the Lord in faith ? Will they not rise up in Judy
meht against you in that awful hour of calamity
Then hasten to an angry God, and beg for merey
your never dying souls. Devote every moment
God night and day, until the blessed Savior whishers
peace to your souls. I trust, I have an interestiing
his precious love ; and must T be forever upnmt@df
from my dearcst connexions ? O dreadful thought
The Savior stands without, begging for admittance,
“ Gll bis head is filled with dew, and his locks with
the drops of the night ;” wooing you to his blessed
arms, crying, “ Repent, return, why will ye die 2%
But wé know not, how soon he will Iift his huml,.aml
“swear, in his wrath, that you shall never enter into
bis rest.”

Sally

th

you have desired our prayers. You bave
even from my ldittle pupils in their evening
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: tings- My w ; \\l:ully impressed with fears
B 'fgou\‘ nppm.xchm;; ruin. Something seems to whis-
fne, that you are near the end ol your journey-
cannot slecp for anxiety: Fly, fly for refuge to
the God, who made you. I bee I conjure you» fly
‘*is moment. O make haste for wemendous
“-uh bangs over you 3 or such terror would not haunt
my mind.
- Sally, 1 am not. crazy, Dor beside mysells but
«gpeak forth the words of truth and soberness”  Care
not for worldly riches or honours ; buts Os for the dur-
able riches in Christ Jesus. Lay by every thing clsey
and work for your souls, while the day lasts. Other=
ise a few more days will Jand you, where hope can
never come. What horrible sinners have we ali beensy
_ynﬂ! every thought in opposition 10 God, every action
in violation of his holy communds. Tell of one good
deed, which you have ever performed for the glory
of God. Forgive my freedom, Your eternal all
jcs at stake. Agree together 10 scek the Lord
every moment of your remaining lives. O, do not
~ delay a single moment, lest in that moment an an-
»'y(}od hould “ th joi g
o2 sh say, “ they arc joined to idols, let
‘them alone.” :
.Bel'lcchmc, sis_lcr, from some impression on My
n:lmd, which 1 verily believe is from God, 1 anx induc-
:i 1o praymore for you, than for every other person
c:‘;l‘lvg. This :mkes me think that mercy is waiting 10
p you, and that this is the last offer alve
e o will ever bave. st offer of salvation,
1 have laid this imperfs
perfect letter before S eig
and prayed, that its contents may W“r:y‘:mlcrgbnj
hearts, which sickness 3 A T
friahtful d ness and the near approaches of
%ive meatlh have not been able to melt.
enderest love ; but 1
- d v H my most earnest
prayer is, that we may all meet in heav 1
am little concerned t ol
B 1o mak 0 meet you here. O warn your
R make the Judge their friend Fare
B, e is & vapor . Farewell,

mind is @

Ereaxor Reap.
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LETTER TO MRs, Ly

Bennin
AFEECTIONATE sigrgp,

With trembling o xiety, I unseq
ery hoping 10 find, tha, your ming
leceitful world, anq raised
Yy your lively imagination
most  fervent Wwishes for w
I inform you, thay § have
EPriaus banner of King Jeyus,
solemnicove to spend my dife, abilities and
ehcein b 'B3ging, before men and g
“aven und carth, 1o il
at solemn joy did I re SIgn my  ete
tis impossibleyn g
tisy 1 was cnaliledifeia

y Creator,
What heart felp

' consey'd me there,

of vanitics and delusions
ond the mild vojce of merey, and hurled:
down that dreadfy Precipice into the gyl where

had almosy

195 and thousands of the human family are plung="
and eternal despair,  Cap you endure the
my dearest sister, of being numbered amon,
ed infer O dreadful thought 1
Let not the malignant
ceive you, ¢ dangerous snares of this,
orld cheat you out of immop 1 bliss,
Have you not alreaqy discovered the treacherous

nature of sublupapy 7 Certainly you have.

ary comforts ¢




trust NO more in these (1;11!5'\0115; “but sgck to
w your feet from the miry clay avd. slippery
and rest them op the cternal rock, Christ va‘slls.
alone is peace- Ihere alone is safety. There

Bs i iness.
3 y‘:lhf:l:lriwr arguments, beloved sisters shall F'use,
ade you to embrace my dearest Redeemer ?
e not worthy out purest love and most constant
gion ? Did he not bow his sacred head on Cal-
% bloody mount, to save such worms as we?
¥hat awful vengeance then must await uS, .if we
bt his dying love, and trample under foot his pre-
blood. O Lucy, bearken to the sisterly voice of
s tenderly loved you, who would freely
I sometimes think, to death
it could be imstrumental of awakening you to
of your deplorable tuation, while an enemy
Could your blindness be removed, how would
mble, and quake in view of divine wrath. It
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an

g eternity is at hand. No longer procrastinate
important concerns of another world, It is
ous, dearest sister, to close your eyes L0 sleep
‘the dreadful wrath of Omnipotence abiding on
you. What if life’s slender thread should break, and
Sink your immortal soul in cndless horror ?
I will usé but one argument more ; and that surely
“must have weight. You are now the mother of a love-
jnfant. Its soul must exist, as long as God exists.
low unnatural, how cruecl a part are you acting, while
you assiduously endeavor to provide for its short Jjour-
ney through life, and weglect its immortal soul ; and
@ it were lead it down to everlasting burnings. will
mot your dear child risc up in judgment against you,
because you hgve not given it o the Lotd in baptism,
~and because you bave not offered up one prayer in
h for its immortal welfare 7 O, consider, consider
ltﬁ_re it l:'fmt\'(r too Jate. Sister Hersey, though
encircled with the cares and comlorts of this Jife, is
D2
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" There is reason to hape, that Mrs. Emerson was
instrument in convie g, &ul converting Mrs.
biained comfort within a few months

+ who ¢




EXTRACT
OM MRS. EMERSON’S JOURNAL.

6 convinced that the salt water produced a b‘,‘"'
Ll effiect upon my health, I concluded by divine
10 reside awhile in the pleasant town of Salem.
purpose, I was desirous of procuring a small
‘to protract my usefulness, and defray my ex-
"o ascertain the probability of succeeding in
 object, 1 went in company with my bxtmhcr to
and there called on the Rev. Mr. W orcesier, by
‘we were cordially received, and hospitably treat-
T was immediately led to hope, that I should find
m a friend and patron to my undertaking. He
a strong solicitude to have greater attention
education of youth, especially that of a re-
nature ; and engaged to render us afl the as«
fee in his power.
tea, a Miss Eaton was introduced, who was a rcs-
it in that family ; but in what capacity, 1 was una-
o determine, till by her own friendly affabiluy
d her interesting story from herself.®

This was a few months before Miss Eaton was married fo

" Emerson. She was residing in Mr. Worcester's family,

it she might improve in the knowledge and love of God ;

also gam something of that information, whichis peculiar-
MUl 10 the wife of a minister.

Naxcr Exeusos, duughter of Mr, Ebenezer and

_Rebek-lx Eaton, was born at Framingham, May 28, 1779;
srtied Oct. 19, 1803 ; and died at Beverly, June 15, 1804,
he following sketch of her views and feelings upon the

religion she wrote about the time of her marriage,
Ore Joining the church, of which she died & mem-

fancy, my mind at times has been se-
The ‘first ‘strong religious exercises,

:];«,m reading of the unpardonable

hat this sin consists, T greatly feared,

“ulﬂ::;h ’f"'.h" of it ; and durst not ‘nf'.luire' into the
8 con. €5t Tshould find this to be the case, or be
mmit it.  Afrer fearning from the Bible, that

1sees said of Christ was the unpardonable sin,
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After the company had withdrawn,
Miss Eaton invited me to retive to rest, |
tigue of the day s‘luu]u prove too much for
8 . ;

state of I accepted hep nd inyj
nor shall I ever

concern for me,

gentle uﬂ'.ahllny and
e

h for the
Iﬂ..Cn:Ible to
ned frien: .:hlp

social intercourse, and become
dearments of r

blasphemous thoughts would
mind. Though these

though

continually - pass
did not seem 1o be the -suy

any considerable de;
I found'in some book this expression: « If mg?:nrm
have committed the unpardonable sin, jt is an you
poc’. These words aftr - nearly restorelly my m
its fi ; though I had fears, 1 "
T my impressed with the duty
l»\m 1 amusements,
sus-considerations.
I years. Sometimes T
but my convictions
k into stupidit
edly resisted the Holy
vet itseems, that
as he did to Lphralm, “ He u
bout % ¢
call up my atgention, sand hl] my umd i
Reading Doddridge’s discourses
secmed to be the principal means of
pportunities stared me in the face, Sini]
formiity. T fék so hell deserving,
sired to be pardoned ; but in a fit of despair al i
the punishinent, I'so justly deserved. Many umu,unml
I could neither utter a word, nor shed o te
at the feet of Jesus, with sighs and.

Though T had wi
it, anc! unte God,
had not yet said to me
to u\n\, let b

in this situation a while, 1 began t6
all that 1 could do, and all that God requil
r tm it would not be my fault. But
peace
ced less hard, My sins
every thing, but the efficacy8
On this. T believe; 1 rested as far as any o

“ Rire and Presrert of Rigien.




{ 1 shall ever number them among the i.m‘ piest

B ife. 1 then fondly considercd (hem the com-

1 .g;c’mcm of a permancent { iendship, mun:}u s !?ul (»1)

the slender basis of female loquacity, but on the eterna

B Rock, Christ Jesus. e T
Mhough my first impressions from her appeara

¢ rather pleasing, than otherwise, yet I considered
‘nu great remove from what I afterwards found

swho had. so contracted 2 knowledge of the glorious scheme of

B Wtion, could rest, giving up my all ta God.
A fter this, I found m, in 2 happy frame of ¢
ot pretend to say what was the partiowlar accasion of
ineas s but [ am c nt, that 1 felt a serene enjoy-
prﬂv'r'.'ich In efors enced, and which I would

e expe
he wealth of worlc
uty to join the church. But the

be subject, the more T realized my unfit-

holy suppe i the 1 feared, 1
ist_by mak a f , and not

- wal aeeardingly. 1 thought 1 first ascertain,

~ whether I could live the life i} fore 1 assumed the

same. But I wasmo: wore cd of my.unworthiness

2 In case of a real change of t ect feel mo more

conviction ; that sin would P t uld

ever have a leart to rejoice | Vi ) tions and

dealings. These consider:

eonclude, that I never L

all, [ had esperienced,

tion. I had many distress

different from what 1 had felt b

Wil sorrow, than the ravings of

SRErom the closest attention to myself, Lfound s

Which st times 1 dured to cons

ilc.r_v with much

a kind of benevolent

About theee years ago, 1

several months, 1 lived seclu

wa$ my theme of consta

wished to devote my th ) Any,C . e

&Snost lively sense of Uic preser uld ey

#his power and goodness in evers
very drop of mor:
evenin,

rable
v form

& dew, and in the
After veturi, i
g to the society of the wo
grew less v K and { ,,.(,‘ "‘nl: r
With great pain.  Ope nigh
tressed, exceedingly
But was comfurted by

sions
flected an cadness
porticular § was greatly dis-
ing, that 1 should dishon d
consideration of

abselate sove
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her. Destitute of that dazzling beauty, which g
may boast, she possessed a countenance peculian)
teresiing, accompanied with an indescribable
thing in her whole demeanor, which induced me
wish for farther acquaintance.* %

The night presented a happy opportunity to g
this desire. Weak as I was, I felt too strong a des
to explore my new found treasure, to indulge a
ment 10 drowsy forgetfulness. Totally unacqual
with her family, employment and pl of
it was sufficient for me, that she understood
sweet language of Canaan, which I had so recenl
begun to lisp. I'therefore had a high relish for
instructive conversation ; and was almost ready’
wish, that the night couldbe protracted to the age g
an antediluvian.

She strongly solicited me to relate my recent ex;
periences and God’s wonderful dealings with my soul
After I had given a brief account of the loving kinds
c.;,-m\ This doctrine seemed u strong hold, has since beg

catest support, and is what T woulld not part with¥os
Ih«-n-aluh of worlds. Many times indeed it appears to be
only source of comfort,

And now what am 1, thatTs

ppiness ! Sometimes I almost tremble at the thought
icly ‘professing Christ. . 1 fear, that I am going in
ch will shicld me from conviction

The fecble hope, which I sometimes enjoy, is founded pr
cipally on the following' considerations ; that within five yes
T have had rep P.««ed awa 'nm,;ﬂ, and }.n do not find, that

avity of my own heart and my need of a Savior ; that whend
T travioeietanrith NeRl s, my inmost soul has s it
the Lord, open not thy mouth ;” that 1 feel an i
sire to become more acquainted with the
and a growing delight in contemplating loritin peied
tions.

And now may the great Searcher of bearts preseeve me fromy
deceiving myself or others, and show me the real state of
my soul, however painful, |““c er dreadful®

*1tis doubtful, whether persons in gencral, who were e
acquainted with the rich and endearing treasures of her mind
and heart, could discover any thing peculiarly interesting in
her countenance, except when it was illuminated by the warm
and vigorous exercises of her beart.
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ness of God toward an unw orthy worm, she modestly
inform’ .d me, that fora considerable time she had en=
tertained a hope of belonging to the invisible church of
Ghrist ; but that for particular reasons she had never
publicly professed his name

She informed me, that her mind had been early

pr ssed with a sense of divine things, which had re-
strained her from entering with usual avidity into the
circles of the young and giddy ; thatat times she had
fabored underan almost insupportable weight of con-
yiction for months together, almost despairing of mer-
cy ; that for four or five years, it had pleased God to
remove her distressing purdenyiand to give her great

joy and peace in believing ; but that in infinite wisdom,
he had seen fit to conceal from her the precise time
and manner, in which this tr wnscendently gracious
work had been accomplished. This circumstance, she
observed, had been a mean of creating many doubts in
her mind respecting her spiritual welfare. 1 was sus-
picious, that I had unintentionally increased those

B Heulties by relating the wonderful light and joy that
had been instantaneously ushered into my dark and de-
spairing mind.  As I then considered her, what [have
Tod increasing evidence of her rcally being a meek
and lowly follower of the Lamb, I endeavored to dispel
those unprofitable doubts by relating se peful
cases, in which the modest believers could say no more,
than ¢ Whereas 1 was bli ad, 1 now see.” She said,
she could readily adopt this language. “ But my con-
cern” continued she, ¢ does not arise so MU h from
a fear of perishing, as from the dread of dishonoring
God by hypocritical pretensions to religion.” Happy
soul. That benevolent regard for the glory of God
carries more evidence of the divine operation on the
heart, than all the cloquence of a Cicero. I inquired,
whether there were many serious youths in ber, native
town, who by their pious walk and conversation could
aid her in her journey toward heaven. “ No,” she
replied with reiterated sighs, which m ifested the
sorrow of uer gentle heart, * r Tigion, vital religion,
1 have reason te fear, is but little known among any
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class of people in Framingham ; g
it is considered quite unfashionable. 5

[Among ather things, they discoursed y
importance of proving  the female i
gave occasion for Mrs. E. Emerson to remy;
journal, as follows.]

Let the man of real piety carefully
arigin of that detested sentiment, which
consider learning and mental improvement ash
able in a female. Upon a thorough investigs
this important subje will not the  honest
blush before his God for the unchristian_and
degradation of the femule mind 7 Ifthe digg
virtuous part of men would teach us 10}
esteem, only when our accuracy of | the
amiableness of * conduct give us the ap]
fational beings, whata surprising veforma
be expected in the female world. Theil
accruing to the rising generation would'be e
great.  Our sons and our daughters would rise
call us blessed. For woman would prove he
phatically a Zelpr meet for man.* ¥

But how strangely have I digressed from the
though not from the sentiments, of my invaluable fi
We “expatiated largely on _the folly of multited
our unthinking sex, who estimate the
charms of personal be auty above the substanti
ures of richly cultivated minds, capable of @
enlargement and increasing glory,

I inquired of her how soon she contemplated
ing the matrimonial state. % Assoon,” returned
“as my friend is settled in the ministry ; which
probably take place shortly.”  Her observations fel
to her anticipated, important situation, were
pertinent, I often tremble,” said she, * undera
of my unworthiness to fill this difficult station. O
divine wisdom to direct me, and to endble me to
prudent and exemplar It is an object very dears
sbvious to every rcader of Mrs. Emes
¢ religion infinitely more

among

* It must be
that she considered tr
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—
rl to maintain becoming dignity and rational
in the place assigned me by Providence ; and to
hat conformity to the world, which some sup-
‘hecessary, to obtain the affcctions of a people.
kit is exceedingly important, that a minister’s
be religious and intelligent. In this case she
do much toward instructing the people, with
om she is connected ; and her pious example may
promotive of Christ’s interest, than the most
c precepts.”’ My opinion on this interesting
¢ was perfectly coincident h hers. But itisto
that the subject is not duly weighed by all,

roed in this important connexion.

esumed our conversation in the morning ;
kindly assured me, that she never before felt
t in opening ber heart to any one on
c ntance ; and that nothing would be
to her than to have me reside near
znnusual regret at leaving her ; and we
epistolary correspondence, provided I

It
pon

fel
u
‘not return to Salem. In taking my leave,
g urged by a singular impulse, I saluted my dear
Eaton, and bade her farewell ; but Iam per-
' hall long remember. her; and, O, that T
happy eternity with her in admiring the

irk and silent mansions of the dead. But there is

to hope, that their immortal spirits, enlarged, justified

de perfect, enjoy a mutual searness, unspeakably glo-
in the presence of the Lamb.

letter to Mr. Emerson, dated July 20, 1803, Mrs,

y lhenvass Eaton, observes, “Since last evening,

e formed a fnenfhlup, which, 1 cannot but hope, will last
You may think me precipitate; you may think me
Bt; yet I can hardly think you would, had you the
acquaintance with this model for female imitation.
ever 1 have seen of strength of mind and of cxalted pi-
hwh:t'? ;lu, Miss .—\dam_s excepted, seems but a sha-
a ave dxsgmemd in Miss Read. The confidence

90, with which she honors me, has rendered her

ly dear. Sthcl)ndcsccnded to call me, * Sister
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LETTER TO MRS. CLARISSA BIERGE

Salem, Nov., 4, 4
AFFECTIONATE SISTER,
ou tenderly inquire after my temparal
piritual welfare, since my departure from_ yoyp
pitable mansion. Never before in an equal len;
lime have I experienced such complicated @
My mind, as well as my body, has been the subjes
torturing anxiety, and painful conflic On m
val at Salem from an_expensive and fatiguing jou
I repaired to the boarding house, wifich my friends.
procured for me. ‘Imagine, if possibley the dreat
of my situation. Surrounded by entire stra
bouse ‘rent and board very high, benches alli
school materials to procure, in e tremely bad
and wholly destitute of ready money. In the midst
these calamities, I 'was obliged to pass a fortnig
before 1 could open my school ; and then began wi
three or four pupils, without much hope of: anye
tion till spring,

This unusual perplexity beclouded my soul
inful distrust of the protecting care of mysheaved
Father. This distrust was soon succeeded by n
consistent fears with regard to.my. resignation 40
will of God; to whom I had professedly devoted m

dall my concerns. If this was a'sino ve and h

¥ conversation the highest feust, shie had e

ofl Benning Religion was the subject @
ht. She appeared to feel no reserve in
heart; and I felt a great pleas
confidence, 1 scareely felt any delie
tion and pleasing pr
of satisfaction in my
fident I shall never regretithe time Spent
less adsice at the last day rise up
1 consider her society one of§

possibly enjoy. Al

most_just stich & perst

ou wish, yout Naney to be

of entlusiasm to become, whats
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about ™Y temporal
“'{;“.e 3 Was my covenant with the Most High uv_ﬂ;t
Rie condition, that if he would deal thus and thus with
sust as my carnal heart should dictatey U0

fme, JU° ¥ R If so, God was not in th
would be wholly his fs S
agreement, and 1 consequer
1 > entered into covena T
;;‘::"mclpl('s. Neither is the .\‘n.ng%vl\" (‘-iv“"; Alcdht:
grant me temporal good, having dec lared, n .

ce is sufficient for me. Hath not God prowised !
And will he not pl;rl'nrm? Did he not mercl \:1‘\
provide for me, even when a stranger to his great
pame and an ¢ alien from the commonwealth of 1srael :‘
And will not all things work together for my good,
i 1 sincerely love God, and do all witha single eye to

i ?
hls’fgk::rz'nnviclinn of God’s unchangeable goo Iness and
my own exceeding unworthiness reconciled me to my
destitute circumstances, and occasi :d a humble re-
signation to th@will of Him, who reigneth in right-
eousness, and * doeth all his pleasurc

Since that1 have, as I trust, enjoyed some sweet
% pefreshings from the presence of the Lord.” But
to my dishonor I must cknowledge, I g
fully stupid and forgetful of the blessed Ne Jeemer, nol
withstanding his transcendent lov nifested to us in
Bis sufferings and death. I have o cason to blush
for my shameful doubts of the kindness of our omnis-
cient Parent, as my school increased Lo the
of thirty, and many of them of the first |
fown, with the appaxent love of all my pupils, 4
dial friendship of all my acquaintances.

Thus has it pleased God, notwithstand y
ingratitude, to dispel the clouds ol darkness and
fiom my temporal sky, and usher in the sun of
perity, to illuminate my earthly prospects
that 1 may be daily inquiring, what 1
the Lord for all his benefits.

Fhave about a dozen gentecl young ladies, attendi
80 the solid branches of education ; but I have contin-
Wed to consider it my duty to kneel with them
#nd morning, to “,,",1,\._ 1

whence arises this anxiety

must abide the «
ant with myself upon sel-

night

¢ divine blessings on them anc
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myself. This 1 find to be the daily
$M Tequired to take Up in my w,

Jerusalem, It is indee
CFOSS. 1 hope it will serye
valley of humiliation, ang prevent in es
¥ il ofiHat \pride) g Which T am nagyp
ined,  when respected ang caressed by the,
World calls greay.
And now T haye complied with youy sisterly requey
P must tyrp from beloved seif to one, who js eq
dear. The news of youphad health affects me gre
I'hope you'are not 1o pe So0n snatched from ghg
4rms of your hushang, Yet we ought all 1o pe prej
ed 58y, “ The will of the Lord be done,”
dispensation of his Providence. | hope yoy
t consist to visit me this Winter with myig
brother. [ (hiyk Journefing ™ay prove benefieiy
YROR bealth, as itk hustor mise i
of health oy

to dear sistep Charlotte,
€r to be Strong in tle Lord, ang (o Perseve
end.  Be careful, deqr friend ang sister, of
Precious healtt s anq je us be exceed
to “ make'oyr calling and election sype.
Ereayor

LETTER To MR. JOHN H. READ,

Salemy Ny,
BELOVED nRorhpp,

My heart dilated wigh joy at the firse glimpse of
your handy riting on the Back of your lete But it
Is impossible to deserile my feclings on p using its
melancholy contents, 7 ews of your poor healph
galled up every feeling of sensibility and sisterly af.
fection 5 and even i ™Y 5¢hool I was forceq to give
a loose to those SYmpathising tears, which I foung j¢
impossible (o Testrain.  Your othep misfortunes ape
inconsiderable, when compared  with the loss of
bealth ; for by the Testoration of this, a1) other seem-
ing difficulties can be easily removed,  Byg Your
physician’s fears of a settleq declige exceedingly
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The awful result of that destroyer must be
jrable death And O the solemnity of U t tremen-
Bous word to a © ntemplative mind. Lo bida long
well to every dear connexi and tender {riend
Jeave
atercourse with men 3 1o separate from this long
Bodrishcd structure, and consigh it over 1o silent
gorruption; to be food for fattening worms & Wd swel-
Jing insects : these are reflections su iently awful
{0 shake the firm philosopher, and lead him to exclaim,
& © death, thou king of tevrors 1
Bat alasy my brothery the half is not told you. The
oul, the immortal soul must exist for interminable
ages. When this terraqueons globe is removed, and
wniversal nature IS remanded back to chaos, tbis intel-
Jectual part will be enlarging and capacitating more
and more for exquisite happiness or intolerable misery ;
gither flourishing in unfading spring, or 104 biting that
dismal region, « where the worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched.”
How necessary then, when de ath appears to be star-

the. busy scepes of social life and Joy ful

Bing us in: the face, and aiming his fatal dart at our bo-

soms, 1o give all diligence Lo prepare to meet our God !
For there is mo wisdom nor device in the grave to
which we ave rapidly hastening ; and to which, deaw
Brother, 1 most fervently hope the grace of God wilk
bring you, like a shock of corn fully ripe

ELeAvor Reap.

LETTER TO MISS HANNAH ADAMS,

CONCERNING MRS, XANCY EMERSON.

lemy Oct. 28, 1804
BSTIMABLE FRIEND, :
Iu\i »:(L)Ll regret, that my unusual hurry of business
50 long prevented my answerin, b
g ed answering your truly ac-
cepnb_l-: Jett But nts e
cheerlully devote to as
to our hearts,
friend, whos

first ments of leisure I
bject, which will ever be dear
the excellences of that dear, ami
bliss can neither be

“tions
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I have made you acquainted with my. pe
tachment to her from our first cmluxing i
Since that time, I have considered hep that j
ble jewel, which 1 had long sought, a friend, pe
all those perfections, which you so justly and so
tifully described in your delineation of hepichunt
She was truly a valuable treasure, lent ag g
tor us to imitate, and then recalled to her
Owner.

But to proceed according
shall take my journals which
of her de
crrors,

June 16, 1804, Last night 1 was unusually pe;
edin my dream ; fancied myself at Beverly,
fatigued with walking, and faint for want of i
ment. I inquired solicitously for the House of
Burley, where my dear friend Mrs. Emerson resid
but could not see her, though thehouse was show
me.

to my, engagemy
were Written at the
ath, relying on your candor to cover

I take but little notice of dreams. But my exi
anxiety through the night induced me to relate th
d i ng to Mrs. Shillaber

* In aletter to Mrs. Eleanor
dated July 25, 1804, Miss Adan
to find, t

Emerson,

to a friend, dat

| June 27, 1804, Miss Adan
Emes “] never
h

tion, sincerity of g
cy and unassuming modesty .n
all the virtues and graces, sublimed by vadissel




been called to exchange worlds the night before.”
(’.'\s.nppmuununt, that 1 could o longer
ging society ; but was soon brought
my selfish sorrow. otwithstanding
\0’55. which her affectionate partner
other intimate acq\\unu;\m,cs had m:minc‘d, 1 trust,

| wasled to rejoices that it was her infinite gain.

1 im ediately reviewed my last conversation with
" jer, which happily 1 had committed to paper s and
b, what pietys what resignation Wwas manifested in
| eyery word: ;

On making mention of her debilitated state of
health, 1 asked hery whether she could still rejoice in
d;egovernmenlof God. “O yesy” she calmly rcpn}:(‘.,
& ] trust, Lcan rejoice more in view of God’s being
glorified in the disposal of myself and all others
according to his infinite wisdom, than in the hope of

own salvation. I have pever cperienced those
high exultations of joy, that some experience, but
trust, 1 have enjoyed great peace and quiet in feeling
mysell in the hand of a Being, infinitely wise an
good, whose honor and glory are of infinitely greater
consequence, than every thing else.”

I observed, that on her entering on the matrimonial
state, being sensible of her thirst for information and
opportunitics for gaining ity 1 had considered her
situation peculiarly happifying ; but that God had
seen fit to disappoint her expectations, 8s she had
since enjoyed but very litle health, ©T uly,” said
she,  we have made great allotments in these re-
spects, which God for wise purposes has seen fit to
disuppoint.f But I have e ason to hope, that 1 have
beenin a far better school, and that I have been learning
a better lesson, than any human being cat teach, cor-

s . : g
This information was pot perfe

ctly correct, a8 she died
about five o’clock the v

ceeding afternoon

B Shie lived cight months aft
et of 1t tine
:h‘z’i;nf":“‘“ siderable reading upon religious subjects,
Sieds of Enfield’s Ins a, and studied about two

i B Natural Philosophy, baving

din the fore-
bled to pay some attention Lo
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dial submission (o the will of God, ang DPatience |
his affliciive dispensations. O poy have the yoq
and mercy of God Cen manifested gy me in gy
the hearts of all to befricud me, © @, 4o 4
endure sickness, when blest with' g

and an indulgent God.” « I'hen
1

t
uch

you
oving kindness of God, agiq 1. “Yes

she with a | enly smil, e
en T enjoyed “healrhy With all the variety of its.
Dt blessings.”  Happy, bappy soul't e
jot wish o die the'deuth of 1} righteous, P
* end might be like this ? She spoke in
1o, Buined & good knowledge of Euclits Bley

is now
onducted ‘upon ¢
the same o
ery thing
b of the importance of jmpr
with 1 o.the best
thinks

es may result
nt nature.  He is il
fmales ‘wish o do. the igraatéy
L not attempt 1o ky Ty thing ; but  ef
limit their attention o such pursuits,
1 and practieal importance, Wi
Point out a’ complete course of fe male em.
s it us his opitiion, ¢
c om d
secret. devotion,
liligently g

uyse, Doddridge,
Newton, John Brown, §
cr, &, &e. in_read
of the best histories g8
may spend tieir time to mug
&, than in studying geometiy, algebra, or

e to counteract thei
H he lered a sufll




1 liveliest gratitude of lhg assiduous attention
e fimily, with whom she resided, as well as of ma-
s of her female friends, who |3m taken 'lhc care of
uring her furniture.  She observed, thata sense
her unworthiness of such favors at times almost
reame her, But my heart and eyes are too full
dwell any longer on the melancholy them ‘What
stained in her premature exit! But
Lord gave, and itis he, that hath taken away 3 and
lessed be his nawe.
S 1 attended the “funeral of my worthy friend, and
Beard an excellent sermon, delivered on the occasion,
the Rev. Mr. Smith of Holles, from Rev.22.12.
‘Behold T come quickly ; and my reward is with me,
o give to every man according as his work shall be.”
We beautifully delineated the character of the amiable
Meceased ; and in terms the most pathetic exhorted
4l to follow her as Jesus had been her pattern,
UHis address to her bereaved pavtner was traly per-
tinent ; yet my treacherous memor will retain but
Jitile of it. “ Imagine not, dear brother,” said he,
¥ that your endeavors to render your departed friend
a peculiarly intelligent, instructive, and pious com=
ipanion, are lost. But let it be a source of lasting
consolation to you, that God has made you instru-
mental of capacitating her immortal soul for more
enlarged - degrees of blessedness and glory. For
Seriplure assurcs us, that some shall shine, as the
brightness of the firmament, and others as the stars
forever and ever.”
Letus then, my dear Miss Adams, lose no time in
fruitless lamentations for her, who died in the Lord,
L énd bas, as we humbly trust, “come off conqueror
through him that loved her” Let us endeavor by
d-ayme assistance to copy her bright example of un
b afféted picty ; and, as far as our influence may €3

tend, endeavor t : ;
e o promote the interest of our Lord
. and Savior. 5 ekl

beg an interest in your addresses at the throne

of ) ; y
hboﬂ:fyc' ".\1}:«)‘ God grant you assistance in all your
s studies, and make you a mean of doing stifl
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greater good to a “ worlg Iying in Wickedn,
for,
for the length of
me that CVETY  cingum

delative to Mrs. Emerson would by highly iney
to you.

That the best of Heaven’s blessings may

uPon you, is the fervent wish of Your mygh:
and grateful friend, 5

is indeed an object worth living
T 'shall make no apology
]

as you kindly assured

Ix the summer of 1805, Mrs. Emerson was
and removed to Beverly., Her health had been
usually poor for months before marriage, having
brought to the borders of the grave the sr
Winter. iage she gradually gained st

In July, 18 i joy to embrace a I
child. * This oy was heightened by the conside
that her child was g daughter, and would bear
wme of her ever honored 'friendiand predecy
Navcy Ewensox.

During the following autumn, her health
ter, than she had enjoyed for soveral years
and she appeared to rejoice in he child, in ber frien
and above all in od !

rote many endearing:
ends ; and found much
g than she h
e diligently improved, p

She often expressed her lively sense of gratiti
for the many Rivors, which s e had received
her friends at Beverly, and other places, whepes

d resided.
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the winter preceding her death, she wrote: the
ketch

S| of Mrs. Pickard and Mrs;

shed in the Massachuseuts Missionary

the number for Jan. 1808, page

was almost the only composition

expecting to have it published.

erior to her more hasty productions,

These, who were well ac-

avd and Mrs. Wallis, are of

n, that these miniature, pictures ave very exact
esses, without the least degree of complimentary

oring.
3 erhEps the reader will have the curiosity to turn
a few lines of her poetry, published in the Mass.
Mag. vol. 1 in the number for Feb. 1804,
e 897, cntitled, ¢ Lines comfi osed by the eldest of
siaters,” irc. T'his, though more correct than
of her printed poctry, is mot thought to be the
of her poetic productions. As she appeared to
e a natural turn for poetry, it is to be regretted that
did not improve this talent by means of reading

S About the first of Nov. 1807, having more compas=
Sion for others than for berselfy she went out in the
evening to visit the sick, and took a violent cold. of
this, us she supposed, she never wholly recovered. Tt
iwas probably a mean of hastening her dissolution.
however so far recovered, as to be at times cons
#ably comfortable
Early in the spring of 1808, fecling desirous of
Mding all the good in her power, and retaining a sin-
b fonduess for her old employment, she took a
young Jadies to instruct in the useful branches of
roing. _It is probable, however, that this little
‘ Was injurious to her health, and proved another
:rtl:“;oun depriving her connexions and friends
Rt o1 ‘:‘ﬂ ing society ; though she was not 'sf:nslble
i s:crl‘m\»"ylll iring her health at the time. 1h9||t,;h
i-m‘l“comp]irjw!1“‘.‘}“. infirmities, and -.-Mru'cmlcd
B oo, k"r pains from day to day, she did !mt
sually apprehensive of danger. Having
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been repeatedly raised from sickness g

toms much more alarming, g i ot strange, "y
hoped for better healy) Tndeed hep friends g
hopes of this than fears of the Contrary, =

In May she h great reluctance
little school, that had b

orderto journey for
in a few weeks, and
their eager minds,

She went to Leicester, anq then to Enfiglg
necticut.  Having ey rned to Leic 5
for a few days to be pidly gaini
ment and unspeakable joy of
just as she w s about
taken with pajs g blood, and again reduced, . Al
an_ absence out Six weeks,  she returmedins

litdle, if any better, than when she we;

As she had previously receiyes
long journies, ‘her, fricnds, upon

tery felt great “alarms, much greater than she:

than they thought jt expes

¢ Was strongly desivous of trying a seco
longer jourtiey, her friends consented. ~ Her hus
and othek friends wepe rather desirous of her
upposing the though there wag scarcely a
hope, that she would ‘ever be any. better, whil
tinuing at home, g long Journey mighs ove i
mental of p ring her health, and Ppreserving
life a few yeaps longer.  Others, supposing that
could live byt short time, and that all reme:
would prove ineffectual, were desirous  that
should spend her few remaining days in Me
where she had the greatest number of fijendss L
ot Was her wish to go, very litlle wall suid to t

T intention to go to_ Leicestery and i
visit her connexions in (e northern parts of Ve
Acco
Be t no more,

ally divided between hope and fear with NB“d“

hier surviving her journey,
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iourney to Leicester was much more fatigu-
& than had been antici ated. _()3- the t_hu-d day al-
e sat out, having with great difficulty ridden about
she could proceed no farther ; but found
to take her bed and call a physician. He
she was far gone in a consump-
“hat she might hope for a little revival ; but
I(i ot continue long.  So it prov ed. His medicine
o favorably, that the next morning she ap-
better, than she had ecither of
Fiwo pl‘c(tcqu.‘ That day she rode more than 20
Biles, and arrived at Leicester. But her eagerness
ipeach that place had carried her much beyond her
ngth. Indeed her spirits were so mur'h
She and her husband were greatly deceiv
rd to her real strength.*
tely after she ar ived at Leicester, she took
5 to which she was almost wholly confined for
eral days. She gradually gained strength, so that
a little more than a fortnight she was able to walk
@ few steps and to ride two miles. Though she had
atirely given up the thought of pursuing her jour-
1o Vermont, she began to entertain some hope of
in visiting her Beverly friends, whom she longed to
once more in the land of the living.
£ She continued gaining till about the middle of Sep-
Pember, when she, as well as some of her friends, had
SStrong expectation, that she would soon be able to r
urn to Beverly, and some faint hope, that she might
e a few years longer. But soon, alas, those fond en-
deariny hopes were blasted. She immediately began
210 decline, and continued sinking by stages, which suc-
ceeded each other at shor! nd shorter intervals, un-
her death ; which took place Nov. 7, at a quarter
Before three o'clock in the afternoon.
& The pious reader may wish to be informed with
What views and feelings she languished and expir
‘:.h 15 earncstly recommended to consumptive persons,
¥ be exceedingly cautious not to go beyond their

(Sength, when journcying for healts.
P




God only knows the heart
world to gain absolute certa;
things. Mrs. Emerson died
afford unspeakable consolation to hep: Weepin
and lplulx]«r,ly g]nu ;m!much evidence of g
the Lord, as she had CVer given ivia
Lord. - o ‘llvmg

For more than a year before her
had b ¢ clouded with doubts
ing herself, than for any previous
she professed religion, During
last sickness at Leicester, her doubts 1
she appeared sunk in almost total despain ' §)
covered so many imperfections in he
So much sinin her heart, that it appe
Possible, that, she could have ever been &' BeliE}
tian.  She often spoke of the astonishment, that w
fill the minds of her Christian friends, 0 see her
the left hand at the judgment day. It is probable,
language cannot fully eXpress the deep. sense of
the pungent conviction, with which her mingd
filled, and  almost overwhelmed, for several
Much, v much, was said to her, and many
were offcred in her presence, by ministers and Ch
tian friends, A considerable part of the New
ment was read to her, and some parts many times
besides frequent passages from the Old Testan
and from books uninspired, that appeared to app
her case. But nothing afforded her the least !
of hope, that there could be any mercy for sugl
wretch, as she viewed herself. Not thut she @
ered her sins too great to be forgiven ; but she seel
fully fixed in the opinion, that all her religion b
hypocr that she never had, nor should haveah
frue repentance.  She sometimes seemed rathes
ed, that others should attempt to convince hery
she wis a Christian, or even think her suchy In
letter to a friend, which she dictated near the last
September, being unable to write, her feelings
expressed thus ; “ You must be in some measure’ 4
sible of my shameful ingratitude to God for many
monthis past; of which I am now reaping the W
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My mind is clouded with darkness, and filled
7 "1 hope, my dear ft jend, it will be a warn-
to live devoted to God. A death bed isa

ace to prepare 1o meet the king of te
ted nothing of that enmity, which she
ington, before joining the church. She
& Hsposed to_complain of Gody but of
sometimes_reproved her, busband, bes
not more closely examined her, and

own hery ¢ Was a ]\)‘]\UFI"I[':. ¢
By the following extracts from letters, written by
ler busband, 10 2 friend in Beverly, the reader may
haye some jdea of the state of her mind through Oc-
Bober, “ Oct. 4 She ‘seems to be apprehensive, that
her chanzc is near’ at hand. But she does not appear
greatly moved at the near prospect of the world of
rits.  Within three or four days ber distress of
fhind appears to have almost wholly subsided. I
ope and trust, God has been raciously pleased to
appear for bel reliel; though she has not those clear
yiews of di things and high excrcises of joy,
Shich she desires.  For_ these, let our daily and fer-
ent petitions ascend to Him, who heareth prayer. I
| mever knew any other person, who appeared to have
s0 decp a sense of unworthiness and guilt.”  « Oct.
6 Yesterday and to-day Mrs. Emerson has been a
little more comfortable, though still very low. Al-
most all her distress of mind seems to have left her.
1 trust she has been comforted by the Holy Comfort-
er. She scems to be constantly longing for clearer
B Rhifestations.” . Oct. 19. 1 hope she enjoys
some true religious comfort from day to day; but
ppears to be exc eding jealous of her own heart, 1
trust, with a godly j alousy.” * Oct. 29, Her symp-
unfavorable. She thinks
annot be many days distant. Her
§ Miind appears to be in a_good measure tranquil.  Her
“:‘d“ihonS, when she is able to meditate, appear to be
:imos( wholly upon objects, which bave immediate rela-

°;‘ to death, judgment and eternity.”

'm"‘;“h‘t ::ﬂt; part of Oct. she parted with her child,
e least expectation of again meeting on
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earth.  The scene was solemp and affectin
Was just able to sit up, and embrace her prnulig' b
The tender mother manifested al} that a’:l‘s
fortitude, resignation, ay holy joy, that h
could wish to witiess, while she  audibly Somes
tly child to the care and grace!of hes

tthe first of November, as Mrs, Hersey |

tehing with her, Mrs. Emerson addrebsed s
hearly the following words, “ Sister, is my SeRsibil
Blunted, or is it on “account of resignation to the will
[eaven, that I feel no more distressed at the lhoug
1h of

of parting with my dear friends ? on

e
of hushands, an- endearing ehildygl
car brothers and Sisters, and many,
ar 5. A few weeks ago  {he

irting with them would have been insups

But now I fuel all that weanedness from the

» that T can desire. 1 can trust all my fricnds?g
God, who can do more for them, th

i

She then addressed the ReS
wve T not, O blessed Jesus, given up. mys
nd my all into thy faithful hand 290}
y character. * O for the lightioR
iine more clearly into my Souls
nimating P
look
heartfelt
he g
Ve have always lived in [riendship.
we may meel in the blissful ma%
t we may join in=
Lamb forever and ever,
nd for our beloved mother
t & tender mother she has S
be prepared to
en ay for yourself, for
children. Atteldl to theis
I, they have precious souls, [fon
sense accountable.  Write Lo oup
them to flee from the wrath to
r friend before it is 08
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Tell them to make religion the business of
Tell, Lucy from me that with my dying
her to prepare for death, judgment
eternity- Tell her to flec noW to the ark of safetys
ore the thingsy that belong to her eternal peaces be
forever from her eyes. O thatl could see that
and sisters, that I ‘might warn them to

hold on eternal life.”*
On Nov. 4, she was taken much
WOTSEy and failed more 1 a few hours, than she had
 for geveral days before. But as the outward man
decayed, the inner man appeared 1o gain strength and
yigor. Her views of spiritual things on that day were
more clear and joyous, than they had been for any

car brother
eir sins, and lay

b bther preceding days since the commencement of her
- sickness.

On Saturday, Nov. 5 she was exceedingly com-
forted and delighted by means of the conversation and
prayer of Dr. Austin of Worcester-

T'he night following she repeatedly warned Mrs.
Hersey, who was watching with hery to prepare to
die. ** Sally,” said she, ¢ I entreat you to be watchful
and prayerful. Set good examples before your child-
fen, Watch over them. Be much in prayer for
them. Entreat your husband to pray Wwith and for
them.” After slumbering a few moments, she saidy
“ Dear sister; 1love you sincerely. How good has
God been to me in giving me such kind and tender
friends. O I long to see MY dear Beverly friends
once more. That dear Mrs. Ellingwood I want to
see, more than 1 can describe. 1 wantto warn and
entreat her to take care of her immortal soul.”t She
was then for some time ‘tngaged in prayer for her
child and her friends. After that she was in very
Ereal bodily distress through the night, often repeating,

PDear Jesus, have 1 not given myself to thee 2 Am 4
R58 thive, thou Lamb of God

* Referrin bly P er an s B
Ye v g probably to a brother and three sisters w

.‘7‘::1;3 Ellingwood Tived in the house with Mrs. Enserson &




In the cours

¢ of the night, sheisaid, wg Sally,
for that dear woman, that €5ty that tender nor’r’lm’
grs. . Her days are fur spegt.: Spebaer but a Jiyge
While to stay with yeu I reatly fear that ™y death
Yill be the means of hastening hect Beg of hep,
€h 1 am nomore, not (o mourn for e, Tell
th Lis my ardent r Ih

1 quest, that she would
any thing, which might hy
She |

ot reflegt
ave been done better fop
uld ; and the rest of my
g i their power fop
gooduess saw besgg it should be,
58 You can now do ine is not te
> that is past, as it respects me
have not spent oup time, when
¢ things, tat belong to gug
ave often regretted, that we, whe
Lord, have lived po more, as
istians. I have been shamefully stupid,
very much of my precious time has gone

1as done all she ¢

5 bave done every thi

it is all as God ir

vaste. Ibeg ol you not to indulge i foolieh jesti
¢ wnprofitable canversation, - This youy s well as
© 100 much addicted to. - For- this, I haye mourned,
P 1 trust, repented wpon  this bediof sickness: 0
{ you may pever go astray, as your uhwarthy SiSlE
But I humbly trust, that God has pardoped
" . and will take me 10" himself My
odily distress is very but God is able to give
e patience to endure it 3
On Sabbath mepning, November 6, she
her friends were g

sreat ;

as very
chensive, that she would
1ore thati two or three hours.' She continggl
e some -till evening, when she appeayed cops
y tevived. Some of the neighbors . called in
hery and also Mr. Moore, minister of the places ™
to'a friend, Mr. Moore obseryess * You
ested me 1o mention what I recollected of Mes:
0n's conversation on the evening previous to her
h The following are the observationstof thems
" %1 am now dying ; anddiow
a when it is finished. O itisas
bble.  How soon does it vanish 3 howisaeh
tsure I am going to heaven ; but ol




B o this I am surc, mm_l have no ‘I.u])c but in Christ.
"& He is the only foundation 5 and if I am not deceived
e i i g
] have bm‘ll upon him. 9 how great is his love, how
Hglquous is his person. In the course
_evening, she was repeatedly ¢ i
| presence and support of Ged.
observed, that there is no salvation but in Christ, and
that be is the way and the truth and the I
inquived of her brother and several who were present
Bow death appeared to them ; and again urged lhﬂ'
jmportance of an interest ip Christ, and of being
prepared without delay. o Capt. Trask, with \\Imst
ﬁrs:,( \vn:g Ishc 1{ad been particularly acquainted, she
;.li): :\r\ol‘l‘ tclnuuuc: , and requested him to train up
daughters, left hira by his first wifey in the
fear of‘ God. With much feeling she expressed her
tude er frie s for r k v
:;nra't:;u‘ u.> her friends for their kindness and attention
during her sickness, and her hope, that Ged
would veward them. To her brother Hersey sl
spoke with much feeling and tenderness, and e ‘L) e
him to train up bis children for u(ll D &.Aqueswd
evzmng she was apprehensive that her ‘cm] \i»l-‘:Ex"Ulw
and had no expectatio; i 5o
2 tion of seeing the ligh
B e : we light of another
y. emarks and admonitio rere suc
might expect from dying ('l':‘l:lsi'l‘x‘LXL Sc‘l“h‘ i
pressive of a tender concern hu'.(h -A-h m relfus of
B o b ¢ eternal welfare of
Her soul appe:
appeared to be ch refre: y
conversation of Mr. Moore l.’\“m:‘ 2k, iaglor i
i el - As he went to take his
B o 'r‘ j ‘.lnlml and said, Farewell, my dear
" 500 graut, that we may meet in he
B 4,|c“" meet in heaven.
The next ; A
X morning, Nov.7 70 i
B -ru out 7 o’clock she said
1 v e hand of death upon her, that s
g felt the indeseribahle shock D
N oe Bocuired A k a lew moments before,
e the time of day, called her fri
y admonished  th )
exhorted them to view the bing M- VA
i he things of this world = i
Betyre tory, and to consider that there w
B e ot sl at there was but a step




On that memorable day 4, Was cnabled

o cop-
Verse much. At (imes seemed wonderfully  pe
Vived and strengthene d For the Jas cight hourg
Of her life, she was probab ngaged in
more than a quarter part o

her time. §
h and 50 audibly
easily hear
a tende rness, so)
and awful emphasis, which

more maderately than ysyy]

PETSON in the room coylq

P 4

She spoke wit
i

every word,

mDity, earnestnesy
seemed calculated
% heartiof ‘stone, | It was (g eloquence ¢
tian triumph gng dying i an eloquence,
perhaps cannot be conceiveq, except by
fected spectators of that or of s
A small part only of why
ed to the reader. Some
down at the time ;

love

h
the  decply
imilar scencs,
she said can be present
things however were written

tme in_her own words, ang. gre publishe
ed Vith scarcely any yariation. These may be cone |
sidered

8 8 specimen of the whole.

If any reader
shonld not fing them quite s strikin

e expects, |
he may remember, that the most powerful - cloquence }
generally consists much g inthe mnanner than jn
the matter




EMERSON’S LAST WORDS

* that King
ds, trust not
3 sc 'hat are
thousand werlds cannot be worth,

Jesus mine
), my frie

- 1
or wan’s appl

ived? Oris

of lords

“ Dear Brothe

of childhood t

have loved
nt view th
y soul must depart.
ese carthly pleasures as
| sce how short wt
il think how short
r seck for
Letter home.,  All
2 if at last she be not found
in Christ, and lown in sorrow ? Dear sister
Mary,} if you de ttend 1o these things aft

your calls and warnings, your condemnation will be
pravated Vill you net both

service of God your whole bu
ght meet you in the be

an interest in
that

cliness ;

er, my dear and honored M

| o trust in God. Lean upon the

/ rms of Jesus.” Devote your all to his service—O,
| s Prince of light, ; be her sug
in life ; be thou her God ; O her precious

soul. My dearest kindness yon

¢, s fur as I
where 1

can do for me,
have followed Christ ; and to ¢

t Mr. John H

$ Wife of Mr. Read,
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have departed from him.  Go ta my dear
religious instruction. O may you be
solemn hour. Farewell, my tender pa
and affectionate husband,
ed love to my dear Beverly friends,
have only to regrig, thatI have not de
wholly to the service of God. Do remen
little daughter, O ¢

husbang for
Prepared for fhie
nt.” g

give my renew.
Tell them, [
voted myself
mber our deap
at she might be of the household
of faith. - Glorious Immanuel, Lamb of Gody take hep
to thine arms.  Be thou her guide, her friend, hep
Savior.  Pray for her, my husband Pray for sister
Paulina. Admonish her,  Tell het in my name of the
importance of an interest in Christ, and of being ready
for this awful scene.”

11, she inquired the time of dayy

en conversed for some time with her husband
concerning the resurrection of the dead and the secaid
coming of Christ. She often breathed forth ejaculas
tions to Heaven, and requested her husband to pray

posing herself dying, she Saidy
¢ room is dark as night. ' I cannot
fricnds——Why do you
r me. Prepare to follow mes
You all must shortly come to this: . O Jesus, receive
my departing spir O thou Lamb of God, that taks

sce.  Farewell,
weep? Weep not

est away the sins of the world, hast thou not raised my

sinking soul from the gates of destruction ? Hast thou
not spoken peace to wandering soul? O blessed
J

thou only Savior of lost
mankind.  Although I have greatly departed from:

thee, yet call home the wanderer ; receive me to thys
selfy thou hely Son of Gad.

A little before 12, her sight was in some measure
estored.  She requested ber husband to tell her
omething respecting heaven. He spoke upon the
subject about twenty minutes. - She appeared ex-
ceedingly delighted with the glorious prospect, and
exclaimed, “It seems too much, that this sinful soul

ociety for angels. Yet I believe, I trust,

P gl
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O tell our sisters, * and not them only, let us
be p:n‘lhll. TFLL THE WORLD OF THE LOVE OF
5. Sister Charlotte, T trust you have drunk deep

of it, and dear sister Hersey. If you bave not, let me

conjure you 1o give yourselves no rest, till the dear

Redeemer speaks peace to your souls. ~ Millions of

worlds are not worth, what I experience n this

trying moment. O how much T thmk»of Paulina,
and he precious soul ; how much 1 wish she was
here.”

At 1 o’clock she said, Dear brother Hersey, are
you prepared to meet your God ! Do you discharge
the high obligations, that devolve on you ! You have
jmmortal souls committed to your charge. O pray
for them ; pray with them. Never forget the resolu-

¥ ton of Joshua, “ As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” Remember, that time is short. We
must all be judged according to our works. I hope

God has forgiven my mountains and mountains of sins.

Let not that fear of man, which bringeth a snare, keep

you from duty. You have reason to hope, that your

Wife has chosen Mary’s better part. Can you bear the

thought of being forever separated from her 1

She then addressed some of his children, who were
present. “ Children, God will execute judgment up-
on you, if you do not serve him. Lite children, you
have souls to be saved or lost She then said, “ 1
cannot describe the agony, which I feel.

will.

« Jesus, to thy dear faithful hand
My naked soul I trust ;

And’'my flesh waits at thy command,
To sink into the dust ;°

And my flesh waits at thy command,
To sink into the dust,
To sink into the dust.”

Not far from this time she observed, ¢ I can adopt
the words of my predecessor, My Redeemer liveth,”t

* Referring to the sisters of the church at Beverly, of
which she was a member.

§ The last words of Mrs, Nancy Emerson were, “ My Re-
Geemer liveth, and I shall live with him.”
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them ¢
1% [ rs which ha
« BY one man sin entered into the world, ar d death
by sin 5 and so death passed upen all men, for thatall
R have sinned” . Suchs B prethren, is the standing
1 declaration of ‘the divine oracle, and its awful verity
has been witnessed, by every genc tion of the children
| of Adam. The monuments of past ages are but so
) many affecting memorials of the human fall ; and the
* bounds with melancholy proofs of the

living world
and the consequent curse

Moses, from Moses
i .wn to the present
generdtion, the ruins of six
in dust; and from
delights,
Igotha.
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even d¢
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Verily, «a11 g

sh is grass, an
as the flower of

e field
€ fadeth, and man, jn
var

all the goodliness thereop
€ grass \\|Ih::r('l|l.lhe fow.

his best €state, is altogethe,
These, my brethren, and

3 81d group of reflecqigns

similar to these, are irresistibly fopeed on nllrmind;,'
by the present mournfy] o asion. Death hag et
’\(ul‘lulm.;uh‘\ L

Y before our cyes ; a |rnpl.y
om we all loved. We feel
et part in_the sorroy. of
We look at the badges of

Over the grave of on
the shock ; we bear
1

¢ moury

funereal grief 3 look into the tomh where the degp
remains of the victim are de b0sited ; we raise our eyegy
ind survey the wide spread ruin around us, the boundg
less of the relentless destroyer : And is thigy
we are ready to exclaim, js () 1of all whom
we love ! | this the end of all the endeared connex-
Tons' of life, ofsall, Riman oys, and hopes, and prose
pects ! Is this the end of all men ! Alas, miserable bea
ings ! Yes, miserable beings indeed should we be, and
gloomy indecd wepe our prospects, ilin this life only
e badi hope. But thanks: tafserines, LOVE, the
light of opening heaven has med, propitious, on this
dark 1

dreary scene. Yes, my bréthren, from th vale
of tears, this region of death, we g look up with hope

and with joy, to brigh prospects, and to a better worlds
for life and immortality are brought to light in the
gospel,

The Je A considerable number of whom resided
at Thessalonica, were ¢ ustomed to represent all, who
werenot of

] orated with them by
th. The idolarons
s or fears of 4 future
1 resurrection of the
ves and friends,
1 excessive lame
s of immod-
r tations of
: id rous Gentile:
t y of his Thessa-
sceured, - I wonld not

citcumcision,

(8

entiles also,

€, had nc

ody On

|




e At el .

k no hope. ¢1 wish you to be W ell informed,
and the state

respecting the resurrection of the dead
of future glory ; and tobe firmly established in the
faith, thatas Jesus died and rose again, even sO them
1so which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him 2
1y prejudiced rep-

\at you may not be distressed, by
resentations of the Jews, and may not indulge in the
excessive lamentations of the Gentiles, as if there were
no hope concerning your deceased Christian friends,
and no consolations attending their death.” These
words of the apostle, my brethren, very clearly afford
us this interesting doctrine, Viz. g

RELATING TO THE DEATH OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,
FHERE ARE IMPORTANT AND PECULIAR CONSIDERA-

I10NS, SUITED TO CONSOLE THE PIOUS AND MOURN-
ING SURVIVORS.

This doctrine, not unappropriate, I trust, to the pre
sent ‘occasion, I shall endeavor, for the consolation of
my bereaved brother and his mourning relatives and
friends, and for the benefit of others, somewhat par-
ticularly to illustrate and improve.

. To mourning survivors, it must be a consoling
consideration, that their Christian friends did not die,
until life’s great purpose, in respect to themselves,
was answered.

What then, personally considered, is the great pur-
pose of life 2 A momentous question this, and deserv-

ing of most serious attention.

Were we to judge by the conduct of a great part of
mankind, we might be ready to conclude, that they
were sent into the world, for no higher purpose; than
to spend their few fecting days in the eager and vex-
atious pursuit of unsubstantial, sublunary good. This,
however, comports but ill with any just ideas of man,
or of the wisdom and beneficence of our divine Cre-
ator.  Inclined, as thoughtless mortals are, to gro-
vel in the dust, with the beasts that perish ; it can
bardly, nevertheless, have escaped the most incon-
siderate mind, that there is something in man, which
indicates a vastly higher and nobler purpose of existence.

I appeal to you, my hearers. Are you not con-
scious of @ something within you, which lifts your na-




ure to an eley

: ed superiority over all the {Hpay of i
mere animal being ? Are you not conscious of Capaci. o
ties and powers, which suffep an’ immense degrada- i
tion, when devoted, and chaineq down to the sordig -8
pursuits and gratifications of_ appetite. and sense 2
Not conscious of a yagy vacuity of mind, e
an never be filled, by all which earth can sup- d
which indicates, une uivocally, that you ongh a
o aspire to so 1ething w.'inm.‘y higher and better,
more sublime and durable and e ellent, than, what g
can be found within the whole cog 1puss of this teppese X
rial scene e
Ves, my brethren, though man that is botn of 3
voman is of few days and full of trouble ; though he o
ometh forth like a flower, and is cut down, fleeth al- !
> as.a shadow and ¢ I

hlinueth not 5 yet his destina-
" 18 ot limited by the boundaries of earth or of ‘
me.  His natur mmortality ; he

ist, whe cease to be

off, by t| cvolutions of planets or of suns 3

¢ grand purpose of his pre S t0 prepare ¢
§ eternal state

Itisa truth never to be f

Ny a truth
lemnly revive

hich can
1 in our ,
<ings.  Our common pro-

command and, covenant of
ty is involved in the rain-

oo ofter

transg

God, and his whole post

cquences of his fatal (ransgression. Bug fals

s con

en though ve have not been left without hope
the Son of God himsell was carly
decmer and Savior of men ;_he
1 heaven to die on earth for oup

edemption ; and having reascended, and, sat down &8
hand of the Majesty. on highy the offersisals

to all who will come unto
erests and con-
hand, and he manages the
icney to his own high pur-

properly a state of pro-

fe and death arc
iits the result of our
¥y or eternal woes, are suspended on
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nent, or abuse, of the merciful dispensa-
don, under which we are here placed. 1, pending
pur probation, we penitently return to God, and believ-
ingly accept the offered grace of the gospel, our sing
will all be forgiven, our hearts and our comsciences,
.p\-m‘; d with the blood of the Lamb, will be cleans-
ed from all defilements, and to us there will be no con-
demnation or future w rath. Thus reconciled to God,
and restored from the ruins of our fallen state, God
will be our God, and Christ our shield, and strength,
and salvation ; and to all the fulness of his immortal
kingdom, we shall bave, through grace, an acknowl-
edged and unfailing title.

Such, my brethren, is the great pe rsonal purpose
of life ; and, in respect to all our Christian friends, this
high purpose has been answered. If Christians, in
truth, they have obeyed the gospel.  Penitently ac-
cepting the punishment of their sins, they have humbly
returned to God 3 have cordially received Christ Jesus
the Lord, und entrusted theie w hole salvation to him ;
have been renewed in the temper of their minds, form-
ed to the love of God, to holiness and virtue, and made
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.

How impertant and glorious is this consideration !
How important and glorious with pespect to all true
Christians, and especially with respect to those, who
have finished their ecarthly course and gone to their
eternal home ! and how consoling to their picus sur-
viving and mourning reld and friends | However
short their course may have been, he few their
days, they were not summened away from these mortal

life’s great purpose, in respect to them,
y were prepared better

our improver

1

scenes,

was answered ; tll the
world,

le pious mourning survivors, it must be =
t their deceased Christ
had done some good

» consideration,
not die, until they

d
The moral systemn throughout is constructed om
the principle of mutual felation and dependenc N
G2

2
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VEIng exists alone, or without some connexion with
other beinges exists withoyt domg some
jlury to others, - This will fojg (e,
THOAt emphatically, with respeot to manking. 4

S re the  mutual relations ang dependencieg

n families, in neighborhoods, in smullep

5 mo individual
go0d, or some

N commonwecalths, and Dations at large,

hat no one can live and ac Without affe ing, to a
cater or less extent, either beneficially or injuriously,
others around him. In order to estimate the tota}
amount of benefit or injury, done by an individual, we
must be able to ascertain the whole influence and effect
ofall his words and uctions, hig plans and enterprizes,
1ot only on those primarily affected, ut also, through

id through these last, on others still,
be circle of connexion and influence

from heaven, Christians are

as the salt of the earth, and
ristians are the servants and
edin his cause, and co-worke
t Interests of mankind.  Of
they presented their bodies &
y and acceptable, and yiclded theig
truments of tcousness unto limy
at they niight live, henceforth, not 10to themselyesy

ut unto him, who.had calledit] em to glory and virtue g
|

4 righteous ‘man upon earthy
¢th not ; the sh the best of Chris«
far ‘short of the ‘giory of God, and are

ble with many and great defic encies ; yet ally

* Christians indeed, are useful, incalenlably use=

n the.worlc Not a Christian ever lived, even for
trme, as u Christian, without some impor

> menkind.  His love 10 Gody and love to

nen, his holy sires and fervent prayers, his words

¢ ond his actions of piety and virtue,

enc to good: His very breath, I hadalmost said,
¢y 10 counteract the fatal contagion' of
to purify and preserve the world: Had there

been only ten righteous persons in Sodom, that deveted
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dty would have been so salted with grace, as not (o
pave been consumed. ,

Of deceased Christian friends, therefore; their pious
survivors may be assured, that th did not leave the
world, till they had done some important good. I it
were only, indeed, on their death bed, and in the clos=
ing scene of life, that they became Christians ; yet
who can calculate the good they have done ! Who can
calculate the benefit to those immediately around them,
and thre them to others, of a single word from their
dying lips, on the reality and importance of religion,
and to the bonor and praise of the divine Redecmer ?
Who can calculate the benefit of a single desire of
their -hearts, of a single prayer, ascending with their
last breath to the bosom of their Savior and God ?
And who, then, can calculate the total amount of bene-
§it, done by those, who for years bave lived as Chris-
tians, and walked with God in this evil world? And
must not this be a most consoling consideration to their
pious mourning survivors ?

Yes, Christians, your deceased pious friends neither
lived, nor died, in vain. The world has been benefited,
and wil: forsages be benefited, eir having been in
it. By their means, in ways perbaps unknown to you,
moted, the

o

the best interesis of mankind have been pr
cause of religion has been advanced, the holy name of
our God hasbeen glorified, the rts of his people
have been gladdened, ' and 1o some, ready to perish, tie
blessings of eternal sulvation have been, or will yet be,
imparted. Though their names be not great among
ssignate their tombs 3
nd

men, and no marble honors ¢
yety truly, the memory of the just is blessed,
sweetly precious are the sacred memorials of their picty
and virtue.

1. Itisa consoling consideration, that deceased
Christian friends not die, until it was best for
them, and best for their pious survivors, that they
should depart.

Iuis the comsumimating felicity of Christians, that
God is theiv God. His covenant with them, in Chnst
their Redeemer, is ordered i all things and sure. A¥
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gme, not only his own happiness, but the glory of God
nd the BO \ of his kingdom at large Were highly cone
Bica 7 Or, yashe Hat an idol here, and therefore
§e moved, that hi Chyistian friends might give back
g their st . learn to place their whole depend-
 cice and hop ., and thus attainto more enlarge 4

] { s of hisinfinite fulness? OT, finallyy
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mination of all their disciplinavy trials ; the scene of
their final conflict an ] their decisive victory i the mo-
ment of their passage from ume to eternity, from € rth
atate of sin and suffering 102 state

to heaven, from @
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It engages the attention of the everlasting Father of
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saints, assuredly, this scenc cannot fail to be in-
teresting. _Those on earth regard it with mingled
emotions of fear and hope, of sorrow and joy, of sym-
and exultation; and those in heaven are all
.dness to welcome to their pure and blissful soci-
e new heir of glory, and to hail his triumphant
h celestial anthems of praise to God and the

thought to pious survivors. They
one and unnoticed in the day of their
4 event, so deeply affecting to them,
s, an indifferent, unintcresting oc-

are not
mourning
is not to all
currence ; but one, in which God and Christ, and
angels and saints take a deep, a tender, and a lasting
interest. And while thus attentive to the depant
saint, they surely are not unmindful of the pious
relatives and friends, thus left behind in this vale of
tears.

V. Pious survivors may consolingly consic

r that
their deceased Christian friends are happier and more
useful th they could be in this world,

“ For me to live is Christ, o die is gain.”” Chris
tians, wh
are beset with temptations, a

e here, are encompassed with infirmities,
red in a constant
and the pow-
ers of darkness, & alimost withoyt
intermission, a great fight of aflictions, They see

luous warlare with sin, the world

but through a glass darkly ; their fuith often stag S 3

their love o

en languishes ; their best services

but very imperfect ; their best joys.and praises fail
vastly below the celestigl standard But no scon-
er are they dismissed from these scenes of mortality,

than they hasten to a state of perfect holiness and bliss
No sooner are they ubsent from the body, than
they are present with the Lord ; where they see
as ‘they are seen, and know us they

Their scenes of trial are closed, their ws
plished, t

e known

re is accom-
ctions, their
sins are and, all spirit and life, all love and
peace, all t and alacrity, they join the general
chorus of angels and saints, in songs of unceasing

nfirmities, their imperf
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unlanguishing praise, -unto Him'}

it loved them, me

d washed them in bis own  blood, and made o
1gs and priests unto God forever. C
Liule, indeed, do. we know, distinetly, of ¢ i
ransactions of waorle come. It is not to be lo
ibted, ‘however, but that the enlarged Powers of
nts made perfeet will find ample activity & their it
estial state; and be_employed in services. and en- M
stly  transcending in - interest and im=- W
Ch saints on earth are called col
aged in services of high import in n
s of the divine kingdom " Are they ens
sted  with various missions of .d €p interest to
their friends and otbers n theis world ? Are they em-
yed in numberless ways, to us unknown, for ade b e
icing the kingdom of the Redeemer, for extending p
glory of God, for aiding one another to higher
unments in: knowledge and city, for promoting g
fine the general interests of the universe They i
re active and useful, to a greater or less extent i
€ ; and we may assure ourselves that their activity §
| usefulness will not be diminished, ‘but, as well 48 a
r happiness, will certainly be in reased, beyond
ent conception, by their f removal from earth hi
caven : for not in vain that God endows. them o)
re with enlarged desires and augmented powers for 15%
ng good
“W ) that are not lost )
Wi t mbs a -
In infidel t 2
Slamb. ethereal fire? cof
They | for
Un led, col
OF tendemess .
Or more justl 3
VI I Wds is calculated te st
€ of their pious survivors. As \!
one liveth to himself, so no one dieth to himself
hare t co! ns of things, such the arrange- pet
nts of infinite wisdom, that what is for the good of Ve

1 g o .
is also for the good of many. Joseph d
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ission to

trans ypt was not only for 4is advance.
nent, but for the benefit also of his father, his brethren,
and millions of ‘mankind.: , Nor is'the rémo¥al of &
Christian from earth to heaven happiness only
but also for good to his pious friends; and to the king
lom of God at large

It is an event, suited to clicck the ardor of earthly
tions, and the eagerness of earthly pursuits. Tt
vs, in a strong light, the vanity of the present
world, and the reality and importance of the world to
come. It forcibly inculcates the lesson to cease from
man, whose breath is in his nostrils, and trust only the
living God. Tt brings surviving friends into a sitva-
for prafitable reflections on their present
important
i the transiént natire

she

te
on with the future ; on
sublunary scenes and the
manent glory of the celestial world ; a situation to
n more of themselves, more of the
gaspel, and more of the fu

lations with them are
thir

and ' thei

grace of the
ss of God, whose conso-
small, and who makes all
gs work together for their good; a situation, in
1y 1o take off their affections from the world, and
place thenr on the things which are above,

¢ their Christi

f

We

n ‘friends’ lovely and pleasant to
them while ‘here 7" How much more lovely
cellent are they now ! 'and how far «
loveliness and excellence,

the celestial

and ex

passing, i
on earth, is the holy,
ety, to which they are now united ?
What then should there be on earth to eng:
hearts of Christians hered should they not ra
dently follo
r'nnl\-m[llnim‘», th

age the

ther ar-
with ti.r""xﬂulmn:.‘ their desires and

" plous friends, who have gone be-
foré'them, to the ln ght abodes of pure .)U"Lcunn, of
consummate loveliness, of unfadin: ' glory ? the
residents of heaven may oc rnslumhv visit l‘u:.e Imu-n
scenes, for the aid and comfort of those, who are et
\ strugeling with tl imperfections and calamities of
mortality ; they will not, however, return to dwell
ggain in this dreary world : but their pions friends
¢ will soon go to them. And is there not, in this
nteresting thoughit, something to wean the heart from
vth, and strongly to attach it to heaven ?




Yes ; in various re spects, the death of pioys friengs

S calculated to promote (he highest good of thej
Christian survivors, e

O~xceE MORrE

committed to the dreary
o dust; yet the bodies of

ere long'be raised, with renoyated

tomb, there
Christian f

life and beauty.
ctrine of the resy
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V18 a cardipal dogs
Christian revelation. To. the beathen
Aas entirely unknown, and in this regard they
their dead as having no h

. God, life and immortality ;
brethren, the life and immortal of the 45
tin the gospel,

o when all, that are in_ their sraves
ot the Son of God, and shall come
ave done good unto the resurrec.
ot life, and they that have done evil to the resur-
tion.”  The resurrection, indeed, of

from the sep chre is an anim ating - proofy a

fest of the certain resurrection of all his
* is become the first fruits of them that

who sleep are brou rht to
hour is
shall hear

rection of dam

* But some

¥s How are- the dead raised up g
th what body dosthey appear ” The body s
fiot to be raised, such as; when committed to the tomb,
itowas. “ It is sown. in corruption, it is raised in in-
It 15 sown in dishonor, it is raised in
sown in weakness, it is. raised in power §
it is sown a natural » it is raised a spiritual body,
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
! ortality,” - Of the manner, of
and of the bodies of the saints

mortal must put on

the resurrection, indeed

their renovated state, we can have, at present, but
inadequ conceptions.  That they will, howey-

edy and with an excellence and beauty, vastly

what has ever been known, in this scene

we may rest assured, Yes; they will

state of excellence and beauty fit for an

pirits exalted 1o celestial per-
*s not yet appear what the

immortal union with
fectior It

ough
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ldren of God will be ; yet this we

Christ shall appear, they will be like n
will they be assimilated 1o h nd bear his i
their 75 3 but their dod:
his _i‘ ious body

And is not this, my brethren, a source of consola-
tion Are we affli and distressed, when we see
those, whom we have loved, breathless, and pale, and
divested of ¢ir charms by the cold hand of death,

nmitted to the tomb, there to moulderinto dust ?
h the assurance,
iey will one day

And shall we not be comforted w
v as their present state s,
€ ] the animation, the beauty,t
immortality ? Shall not Chri be comforted wit!
sure prospect, that mot only thei

1l thus be raised ; but they themselves

pious friends

rise with them, formed for the mos
ment 3 join them in a vast socicty of
ing d with them participate, without mu ruption,
without fear of separation, in all the immortal fe
tics of the kingdom of God? This, especially, was
the consolation offered by the apostle to his Thessa-
lonian brethren ; and it is surely a consolation, of
which the people of God,in every age and land, may
avail themselves with the utmost propriety, and ben-

efit.
This, subject now admits of an interesting and

-

IMPROVEMENT.

3 dt cl--:\rly results, my brethren, that it is a gre
thing to be a Christian.

To be a Christian, indeed, is not merely to reside in
a Christian land. It is not merely not to be a Pagan,
a Mohammedan, or a Jew ; it is not to sit under the
gospel and coldly assent to its truth ; it is not to be of
externally regular and decent deportment and conver-
sation in the world ; it is not, in fine, to assume the
profession, and A\urnd upon the institutions and forms
of Christianity. No; it is someth more than all
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> ve rist in the soul the liope of

Christian is a cordial believer in Christ, and
the gospel 5 is formed to the loye of God,
1 lives not himselfy but unto Him, who hath

{ virtue ;. walks, not by sight,
s bis interest not on earth, but in
By patient contir

culled

nce in well doing, he
ory and honor and immortality ; he isia

world while he lives ; his memory,
lessed, and his eternal state is happy

full vision and enjoyment of his

How of the Christian is the

of the si
I siboer s still a lost, a ruined being, under the
power of death ; an enemy to G n from
ven, already, with wrath abiding on

1. Destruction and misery are in his ways, and the

¥ of peace he has not known Refusing the offer

cconciliation, he spurns the _Savior,
|

his b

his hardness
eart, he treasures up wrath against

rath, . While he lives, he has no true
for the consolations of the gospel he has no
ning a sin-
hout hope, or his hapey if any he have,
how chee
sinner ! How

od ; al

weart to receive ; and when he dies, rem

I'here is abundant reason, why these, who
mourn the loss of Christian friends, should net i
dulge to immoderate k
Itis not indeed in the spirit of the gospel toinc
¢ a stoical insensibility. Itis not the design




indifferent to the events of
v feelings and affections 3
ive to every occur-
: sensi-

Christianity to rei Jer us
livest us of @

life, and 10 ¢
put rather to make us ter derly @
and to meliorate, exalty and sanctify 1tk
It is perfectly becoming the
joice with them that rejoice,
¢ weep ; but also to feel, w th
the strokes of affiiciion, which
ot at the grave of

ences
lities of our heart
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Christian not y
and weep with them th
exquisite tenderness,
fall upon himself. Jesus bimsell w

I
and his amiable example is
the tears of his followers, which
tombs of their departed

Luzarus, whom he loved,
sufficient to justify
drop on the
nds. And indeed without such an authority, our
ows on such an occasion might be vindicated, not
only as a v ,f bumanity, due to the living as well
as the dead ; but in some degree 4s a Proper cxpres-
§ sion of our pious wumility, under God’s rebuking hand.
For nothing is an affliction any farther than it is felt 5
and the very end of Providence with respect 1o us
if our hearts were not deeply pen-

involuntar

fr

3

would be frustrated,
etrated and impresaed with the stroke.”

Bat the indulgence of grief has its proper limits 3
and on all occasions it becomes the people of God to
testify their submission to the will of thein Father in
moderating their sorrows, under the
). Especially does this become them
of their fious friends.
ious friends

heaven, by duly

strokes of his h
on occasion’ of the death
Thoygh on ‘many accounis the death of /

ng, and in proportion as by their
-ious amiable properties, they
s to our hearts, their loss will

is peculiarly affecti
piety and virtue, and
have endeared themsel

)
h

It ;. yet so many, and so Ty J
1 the event,
en vagrate-

be the more deeply
cor

the consoling considerations
that we must be unreasonable indeet
fuls if our arief be not restrained within moderate
bounds. - For those of our Christian friends, who are

asloep, we must mot, if we feel rightly, wesahall not,

sorrow, even as others who have 1

You are not to be informed, my brethren, that our

t applies, with all its consolations, to the present

aful occasion. No; you negd not to be
H2

ope.




at for the dear Mrs, E

lately a Worshippep

i these hallowed cou communicant at ghis
boly tuble, and the beloved consortof he beloved pastop
of this church, but now cmoved from ail these morta]l

ed to God who gave it, and her
3 committed to the silent tomb, her
Christian friends are not to sorreswy as others, who haye
no hope. Neither is it needful, at this time, and ta
thigassembly, thata particular exhibition of her char-
acter should be given. To the most, if not all of my
hearers, she was too well known to have this necessary,
She bas lived among you, and  has given! you aning
pression of | Character, miore lively, more Justy
and more grateful, than any representation of mine
could give.

scenes, her spirit returs
mortal rema

You feel her loss, for you knew her worth.  You
knew the superior endowments of her mind 3 her quick
and clear intelligence, her brilliant in
animating vivacity, her ir

gination, her
nuous disposition, and her
engaging social qualitics. " You knew how admirably
he was formed to enliven ‘and improve seciety, and to
diffuse ausefuland benign influence extensively around
her. Y w how greatly she endeared herselfito
cted husband and her numerous friends 3
you tenderly sympathise with them in the deep
loss, which ‘they have sustaine knew hery
especially, in the character of a Christian'; a character
of which, after she professed it, she was n

her

ar ashaped ;
A character at which she aimed, and with uncommon
felicity and success, in every place o maintain.  Yes 3
wd 1 feel a pleasing confidénce when Isay hefos you
all, that, in relation to her, there are most important
considerations, adapted, peculiarly,
wonrning Christian friends,

Is it not, indeed, evidently true, that, short as her
vas, she did not die until Jife’s great  purpese, in
Lo herself, was answered ; wntil, yielding he
reart to the gospel, and fixing her faith nd hope o
its holy trutis and promises, she had secured a pay

the favor of God, and in the everduring kingdow
ory 2 Is it mot trae; that she ¢id not

to console her

of grace and
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done some good in the world ¢ 1If

die until she
friends of the d
tears, the coats and garments, which she had made,
while she was with them ; may not the friends of the
departed Eleanor, with equal tenderness, shew still
resting and numerous memotials of her pi

2 they mnot, in particu

.ceased Dorcas could shew, with

ety and usefulness 2 M Y
point to the [ruits of ber instruction,
eminently excelled, and sbew, W ¢

)
n which she so
Forent places,
hundreds of young persos, whose mitds she imbued

re, and the principles

with the rudiments of knowle
of religion and virtu

Deeply as her death is lamented, may we not safely
it was

\re ourselves, that she did not depart, W
best for her, and for her Christian friends, that she
should be remoyed to more exalted scenes of action
and enjoyment  Was not her deat h precious in the
sight of the Lord ; and an event in which the Re-
deemer of the world, and angels, and saints, must
! cen o deep interést ! .Are we hot war ed
) the delightful confidence, that she is now, beyond

have

our highest conception, bappict and mor uselul, tha

n, had stie continued here I 1s nc

she could have

to promote the by
not_lier

her dexth calculated eminently
Christian survivers? And may
ber tomb; confidents
icipationy
pin

immortal life,

good of he

prous friends, while weeping. ove

rd, with elevated and joylul

ly look for

to that mmm ntous day, when, with

Jesus,

: shall atise to Tenewed a

shall wake again

rchangel and t
wall put on |..nm‘vm<
immeortality 3
jumphant
et all h

sotrows on her

ith these words
Iy, would we af-

L

¢en called

you have




to great, an

G 4n some respects, 1ar afflictiong,
If you have obtained qjs; nguished favor of ghe Lord,
1 those whom he has given ‘1o be the purtners of you?
life § “you have been glse peculiarly ‘tried i having ‘
them so quickly removed f om you, But little More
thin four years ago, yoy called 10 follow 1g gha

v Ur amiable, ‘estimable, and reatly beloyeq :
VANCY; in lessithan one yeay 'rom  the date of yoyp )
marriage 'with her ¢ andnosw yOur sorrows gre open- :
ed alresh, and youy tears i

are flowing fop your depart.
the band of the Lorq bath
ictions ape gre

od ELzanon. . Yes, verily,
touched you. Your am
are heavy 5 and with

aty your sorroys
L the tendernesg of fricndship
and Clristian affection, e g mpathise with you, gnd

bear our, purt in your grief,

But, my brother, ware g consolations of Gog
Sl willitite 2 pgye o oL oceasion to sing of ]
me

8= ‘Well, asiiofy fudiymengis Have

you not
abundunt reason 1o moderate the orrows of youp
FMOURAING; . Wiurise, aoing y. ursell, and come in 1o
the house of ¢ Lord 7. Wi respect 1o both of
our dear., deccased partners, do, 5 it nut become yoy

to sorrow, not

those, who have 1o hope 7 Does jt
not become you us o Christian, ‘and especiglly as a
minister of Christ, to encou 8¢ yoursell in God, angd
modestly (o let yotin pioys. rec n

ton, and the com-
fort; “with ‘which " you huye comforted others, appear
unto all ?

Yes, my

her, the ministers of Christ, on whom
itdevolves b

gthen the weak hands;: ang uphold
them that ave Ay to fall, mustnot sink in the day
of ‘their grial ; e should be ug when standard
bearer fainteth And

We rejoice in the confidence,
that you will be

and that your

as heretofore you have been,
Hehons will redoung not only to the

furtherance of your iqy in God, but also to the great
and lasting benef; It is in the sehool of
dversity, that 1 s pleased often 1o train his
servants for ¢ ulbess.  His s he
Exercises with afic m, that they may be

arean the like trouble, With thos,




ious, with ch they themselves have been com-

ted of God. And happy, my brother, willit be, if,
by your afflictions, your profitrag, as we trust it willy
should appear unto all ; and the dear flock of your

t minister in holy
ace of God, bestowed
cfit of  your improved
in.tears shall

arge,
things, should
upon you, and

perceive the gr
reap the be

ion labours. 7%

th forth and wee,

thy

btless. com

again

hém.

dear linle daughter has sus-
her’s pious concern, .and early
pstructions and prayers, to heris unknown.. ‘Fo you
she must now b sed tende

of aten

an object of incr

solicitude and care ; and by the grace of God, m:
your tenderness, solicitude, and care be blest to her.
Wiy she live to possess all that was amiable and ex-
cellent in ber another ; and in her may you find all
the satisfetion which a good parent can find in the
best of children:
lo widowed mothery the brothers and sisters,
and the other relatives and friends of the deceased,
whether present on absent, we fervently and devoutly
wish a sanctified improvement of this affecting and
solemn dispensation 3 and would most earnestly re-
ymend that divine religion, which imparted such

h to her character, rendered her
amiable and useful in life, afforded her
the Lest solations in deathy and formed hery as we
trusty toa meetness for the inberitance of the saints
inlight. If, like he gospely if
they be followers ose, who through faith and
patience inherit the promises, their end also shall be
, and their memory will be blessed

The numerous young persons, who have been fa
vored with the instructions of the lamented deceased,
ca deeply affccted with the solemn and
mournful event of her death. As some of them are
present, 1 shall be indalged, I doubt not, in a word ef
address to them,

excellence and wo

8o eminent

truly obey t

pea

wt but L
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The person, my young fijer s,
deplore, you, who were once
forget ; Io
Il never forget +
of her school,
It was attended.

whose logs we all
ber pupils, can nevey
you all loved and respected her. You

admirable manner in the conduct
uncominon with which

get her kindness
engagedness and
rer solicitude and
for their gooc deportment and their L

best welfare,
ially, you will never forget how much and how

aim, by her Christi

will never

aind  affection for her

pupils,

s for their imp

n exam-

ples 3YETS; 10 impress on your
minds € sentiments of the gospel,
to bring knowledge of your glorious Crea-

» and to direct you, in the delight-

1 and peace, to

nmortal felicity and

Yes; you loved and revered her, and you will cherish
her memory as the chaicest (e, sure” of your hearts,
ned her as your friend, your exemplar,
your guide—TI had almost, seid, ' your Jrulrdin angel.
But she is gone, and you will ses her in this world no
more ! That countenance, which once | shied up joy

ion in your hearts, is now shrouded " in

and emy

death ; it voice which once \was m\mc in your ears
has ceased 10 be heard ; those lips, which dropt as the
rain and distilled as the dew upon you tender minds,

re now close

1 sealed 1o the great and f
But still she lives—she liv

al day,

Wwe trust, in a better
lory
)

and brighter w orld ;- that world of
of which she spoke to you so often, and to guide you
to which was the great end of all } tenderest care
for you. And does she not thence look down, and,
h an angel’s voice, vite and corjure you to
follow her thither ? Oh, could you but see her there,
could you but know what she: tiiere enjoys ! how
dearly would You prize the pious instructions she
has given you; how sacredly would you treasure
them all in your hearts ; how solicitous would you be
that, b) them and other correspondent instructions,
you might be formed to glory

nd of bliss,

and virtue ; that
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too might join that blessed socie-
h grace, she has been received.
Creator in the days of your
from beholding vanity 3
repentance, faith, and

hercafter you
to which, throug

Remember, then, your
vouth ; turn off your eyes
with all the tenderness of
ive your hearts to your Redeemer and God,

and your lives will be
will be peaceful and

loves g
and be obedient to the gospel 5
amiable and useful, your death
your eternal state will be happy and

precious, and
glorious
Brethren and
addition. to the great and still
your connexion, you have now
another member, whom you justly esteemed as a dis-
tinguished ornament and blessing. To youall, the
| afflictive. To you 4ll,
y for your final

friends of this church and society, in
deplored breaches be-
lost

fore made upon

event is solemn, affecting, and
admonition to be also
from the slumbers of the world,
bt what your hands find to do;
who through faith
finally attain

it is a divine
change; to awake
and do with your mi
that you may be followers of those,
and patience inherit the promises, and

to the crown of immortal glor}

Knowing how greatly you estcem your beloved
confidence, that nothing
in the way of affection-

pastor, we have a pleasing
on your part will be wanung
ate sympathy, to comfort hi under his heavy
affliction. As he has not been an unc oncerned, or un-
affected spectator of the desolations of your families,
the sorrows and afflictions which have befallen you, but
1o comforteth the mourn-
retofore he has

has been among you as one wh
Il now  experience, as he
him a tender part, when the

Aud though his late
and to you, painful and
come to you

ers; sohe
done, that you bear with
hand of the Lord touches him.
absence has secemed both to him
Jongg 3 we trust in God, that he will now
with such renewed unctions of divine grac
dantly to supply what has been lacking of his wonted lu-
bors of Jove among you ; and that, in the endy togeth-
er with him, you will all have occasion gratefully to ac-
ord has not been a wilderness to

as abun-

knowledge, that the L
you




Tothis whole
OuP present me

is appointed
that is the jud,
beloved

nen once
gment, - Are pected ang
arers, pr i y God? Ape
red to he death of ¢ igh Sy and to
entreat you,
i home,
\ s may the
it your days as

theirs Let
5 momentoys

nity.
Il s0 to m,
hearts unto wisdom.
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