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FRIENDLY HINTS T0 THE YOUNG.

Menx are naturally impatient of restraint; prone to ma

s of their

0, and to pursue the

their own will their

own he jally is this true of youth, when

nto the vigor of maturity. Having thrown off

just rising

the trammels of childhood—untutored by e

perience—

strangers to disappointment—impelled by passion—the
sport of illusion—they urge their liberty to'licentionsness,
and “seek the opportunity to pursue every pleasure—to re-

galo every sense—to gratify every inclination.” The sea-

ice has arrived—there is danger lest their choice

son of ¢
shall prove fatal to their souls
then, belaved youth, earnestly and a

Sul fection-
ately to e use, while yet upon the threshold

you are to pursue. There is

patriot, or a Christian, but regards your




2 FRIENDLY HINTS TO THE YOUNG,

course and destiny with an intense interest. There is not
a relation existing in human society but is now, and will
be hereafier, deeply affected by the characters which you
In most cases the character, both for time and

7, is formed in youth

nd the world now spread out before yon their
. God, in his word, sets before your choies
a blessing and a curse. 'The promises of the
e fair, and ml\ n]Atul to seduce your unpractised
but they are s nd delusive as they are flat-

lomon the wise has left } imony, that the pursuits

and enjoyments of the pre ife are vain and uncertain,

and utterly incapable of affording supreme felicity.  He res

capitulates the iohest possessions and chief delights of earth,

He sums up his own unri led experience upon the subject

uand pronounces s 3 ation of spirit.”

Put the case in its most favorable aspect. * Let a man live

many days,” says he, *“and rejoice in them all ; yet, let him
remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many.®

The result of all the observation, and reasoning, and exs

perience of thi tof 1 given in few words: “Leb

us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God, and

keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man:*

Having most feelingly deseribed the vanity of earth, he

ssing upon t ing the inunediate conse-

v he service of God and true religion;

ibing the peculiar peace and blessed=

[ piety, especially of early piety. We are taught by

ie Spirit of inspiration, that  godliness is profitable for all

, having 1k L that “ wisdom’s ways are

ways of ple o s peace;” that “the

way of transgressors is hard ;" that * there is no peace 18

and all this is fully attested by the ezperience

is much in favor of the claims of

religion, that not one solitary pious individual has ever ré=

pented the choice he had made, whatever self-denial, saeri

and hardship it may have involve
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But who has ever found true happiness in sinful indul-
¢ that has ever been satisfied with

gence? Whereis the h

earthly joy
The accomplished Col. Gardiner, at the very time when

his gay compa atulating him as “ the &

" secretly wished himself a dog

ir John Mason, who had been a privy counsellor to

rake

four successive monarchs, in tlie evening of life declares,

«Were I to live again, I would exchange the court for

and the whole life I have lived in the palace, for
e

tiremen
one how’s enjoyment of God in my closet. All things e
forsake me except my God, my duty, and my prayers.”
The learned Se shortly before his death, declared,
that * he had surv s he learning that is amongst
the sons of men; that his study was filled with books, and
on various subjects ; yet he could not, at that time,
passage, f infinite books and papers,
whereon he could rest his soul, save out of the sacred Scrip
fures ;” and the passage which lay most upon his heart was
Titus 2: 11-14: *“The grace of God which bringeth sal-
vation.
“Father,” exclaimed a gay and thoughtle:
Jery to an aged hermit, who passed him barefoot, ** you are
in a very miserable condition, if there is not another world.”

True, son,” replied the hermit,  but what is thy condition,
if there is "
Can it be wise to make provision for the present life, as
if it were never to have an end, and for the life to come, as
never to have a beginning ?
affectingly said by Walsingham, prime minister to
England's hoasted queen, when rallied by those around him,
upon his habitual seriousness, “ Ah! my friends, while we
laugh, all things are serious round about us. God is serious,
who exerciseth such patience towards us. Christ is serious,
who shed his blood for us. The Holy Ghost is seriou
striveth against the’ obstinacy of our he
Seriptures bring to our ears the most serious and important

things in the world. The holy §
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the most serious and awful matters. The wholes
is serious in serving God and us. All that arefin®
and in hell are serious.  How, then, can man, that

foot in the grave, live in jest and thoughtless Tevity

Such, beloved youth, is the testimony of
aud of experience, upon subjects in which you are i
interested. f

« Wherewithal,” says the Psalmist, “ghall &
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto aecordis
word.” My young reader, is this thy care?

iven away thy heart unto the Lord? I8 thy I
My Father, thou art the guide of my youth?"
is well. God has said, “I love them that love
they that seck me early shall find me.” Yes!it

Peace, safety, honor, happiness await thee.

But it is to be feared that there are many
different character, whose hearts, and consciences,
are not in subjection to the divine authority.

Dear young friends, lend us, we beseech you,
tention for a moment, whilst we contemplate some
secret, but cherished inclinations and purposes,'m
tion with the inevitable result of their indulgence.

You are secretly resolved to lead a life of ple
enjoyment ; to indulge your own taste ; to do whate
please, amuse, or gratify yours Ives ; and to postpo
until the d re and infirmity, at least
present, all sober, earnest, decisive attention to
concerns of your souls. And in this way you
happy; and the more happy, the more entirely {
the desires of your own hearts, depraved and averse
God as those desires are! “

You may not yet have abandoned every form Of
priety and soberness—become the companions i
scoffer, the lascivious, the profane, the shamelessly
_or have entirely forsaken the way of the m
Heaven's warnings and of Heaven’ i
aim is self-induigence—to walk according to the
your eyes and the desire of your hearts—t0 EXPX




every source of worldly

Jearts cheer you, and
You are disposed to ithority, to sh

nd to yield to your own i tions, whetk

B oo muke your own will, and not the comm nds of

Nehiovah, your law. You choose Lo waive the control and the

widance of religion, and to judge of things merely by their

b s to sense and passion. So did the

present agrec ablene

saw that the tree

When the wom

that it was pleasant to the eye, she

f all living.

mother

was good for

took of the fruit therec

And in this course ¢ a de
praved nature, 2 world,
you are prone to ¢ There
are, indeed, occasional m when a trouble-

terruj ose of conscic T 8

some. con
Kindly impression of tt

Bhe héart, the cffort is to dismiss it,
= \ his time ; when I have a

yn interrupts the re

¢ Divine Spirit, at any time, softens

Felix did the mes-

gonvenient
Sucl

which involves the

inclined to pursuc ; a cours
h thousands have

God and of true religion; a course n wi

perished before you;  course in which you can persevere
only at the price of perdition And tl you ¢
finue in it, the more hazardous and hope I be your

conditior

% oice, O young man, in th 1 let thy heart
cheer thee in the days of t ) the ways
of thine heart, and in the
thou, that for all these thing
ment!” Ponder, we besece )
an irreligious course—tl 1t of subs
owa inclinations for the fear and love of God, and indulging
a presumptuous secu It is the suggestion |

*father of lies,” that intimates to the sinner,
surely die.”
There is a futu in which all mankind

1al judgment,
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shall be called to an account. * God hath appointed a da
in which he will judge the world in righteousness, by thi
Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given a
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from

" We must all appear before the judgme
Christ, that we may every one receive aceording to th
done in the body, whether it be good, or whether it be e
«The books shall be opened ; and the dead, both s
great, shall be judged out of those things which are
ten in the books, according to their works.” “God |
bring every work into judgment, with every seeret
Sometimes, even kere, in his providence, he gives an
of the judgment to come. The sins of youth are often
lowed by disgrace and wretchedness in after-life; and e
science, in most cases, does, at least occasionally, adi
the sinner that a dreadful retribution awaits him.

Consider, also, that it is God’s own act to bring men
judgment ; God, whose creatures you are, to whom you
are indebted for your being, and to whom you owe alle-
giance ; God, who has the most unquestionable right to call
you to an account; God, who seeth in seoret, and knows
all your history ; almighty God, who is ablo to bring:
most reluctant sinner into his presence, and to execute
righteous sentence to the uttermost. No rocks or mo
tains will hear the sinner’s wailing, or, falling on him, hi
him from the face of the Judge. No darkness or shads
of death shall be found where the workers of iniquity ma
hide themselves ; and there is no exception in favor of the
young. “The dead, both small and great, shall stand bes =
fore God.” 28

«Know ye, that for all these things,” for every n

of his service, every violation of duty, every sinful indul=
gence, “ God will bring you into judgment.” The great
God, with whom you have to do, does neither justify
forget these things. Job, when suffering under the hai
of God, confessing his guilt with great sensibility of G0
science, exclaims, “ Thou writest bitter things against me,:
and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth.” g




FRIENDLY HINTS TO THE YOUNG. :

Slicates, “ Remember not against me the sin

of my ¥ nsgressions.” And the penitent
Ephraim } ‘Iw ashamed, yea, ev
d and delinquencies of youth will,
later, be the occasion of unfeigned sorrow; ¢

nee in this world, or of vailing, ev st

The Lord Jesus Christ wil

anouish in the world to come

one day “be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire taking

m that know not God, and ol

vengeance on tk
Gospel.” It is a desperate determination to y es
ent indulgence, at the expense of “treasuring up Wr
agai lay of wrath

all this you are requir ider, and to regard,
as it mes cre € whom God has given unde: nd

1 the revelation of

And to

is presented to you, accor

1 last, decide the character ol

s you neglect the Saviour,

is imminent, 7%e Som ¢f God, touched with compassion
for your wretchedness, has interposed to save you. The
present is, to uspicious se «God is waiting
1o be gracious.” The door of merc) jen, and you are
invited freely to enter. The habits of hardened tran

sion are not yet confirmed. The Holy One has saic

that seek m.

Il find me.” He expostulates with

t to which we have

thou not from this time ery un

e gu
Unless you are pardoned merits of the
Saviour’s blood, and live under the ng influence:

of his Spirit, there is no safety for you, either as it respe

time or eternit Delay ne to flee to the onl,

provided f
for future
God. Religio

Beware, O beware of putting off
of

laims of religion,
and




Ivation
passed, you ma

We have seen
aly cut down, and
terror of eon

ience

Ations ov

opportunitie:

ndulged! We have

on, 1
\ care-

It was ¢

throughout

speedily be
wiour, a stranger
desire, every

when y
it, when it com

ant to con-

1 acquittec
cour

can dwell with eve
lish and

“8 e ke may be found

“Wisdom is the principa

1erefore get ; and with all thy getting, get
1l promote

b

TRACT SOCIETY.
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