THE LITTLE COAT

By REV. SYLVESTER JUDD,

OF AUGUSTA, MAINE.

«His mother made him a little coat.’—=1 Samuel ii: 19.
The season of the year has arrived, when our mothers,
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than internal, it is obvious to reflect that their moth
onee made them little coats,

In like manner, also, when I see a child imit-uﬁng
example, yielding to the impr carrying out the
ples, or developing the spirit of a parent, I am reminded
that the mother once made him a little coat.

We are permitted, then, to leave the letter of the
and follow out what it may suggest in the spirit.

Clothing, in the Seripture, is frequently meptioned in.
figurative or spiritual sense. We are said to be eloth
with righteousness, clothed with shame, &c. He
overcometh, shall be clothed in white. The cl
stands for. the virtues or vices with which we may
pose a man to be invested. St. Paul desires to be clothed
upon with his house, which is from above; he desires to
exhibit the fair and beautiful image of a perfect Christian;
that his spirit and character may be, as it were, dressed.
in heayenly love. 4

The texi, and the season of the year, remind e then |
of other things than the mere working of ruw materials ;
or rather this outward act suggests certain things in the
inward li

Let me then say a brief word to the parents.

You are clothing your children for honor or for shame,
for righteousness or for waywardn you are making
for them little coats which they must wear a long while
you are fitting that garment of white, in which they
shall shine forever in the kingdom of God ; or that of
desolation, in which the sinful soul shall be perpetuslly

I meet a man in the streets, literally clothed in rags,
clothed, also, with mianifold tokens of a depraved life; I
ask, did not his mother, when he was young, make him &
little coat ?
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little coat for your son, that he may also join the.
of those who are ushering in the kingdom of Gog
and hope to enjoy its rewards hereafter ?

Paul, speaking of the heavenly vesture, uses
pression: “If so being clothed, we shall not
naked”” “We would not be unclothed,” he adds,
spirit is as susceptible of clothing as the flesh, and yo
help to furnish those garments. Not more do per:
fer in the one than the other ; and you shall find,
ters as miserable and as rudely clad as ever you
Tt is not a matter of refined speculation, but of sim
pel teaching, when I say that the inward makes a p
its garb from the oulward; that our souls are
what is about us. f

From all things, from the general tone of lnnl“
the prevalent maxims of the age, from the place r
are reared, from our sabbaths, our ministers, our e
and especially from our b hold ci
fathers and mothers, we all derive an inward
The spirit rarely goes nude a long time ; if it ben
in beauty, it soon takes up with the vestment of

But what more immediately concerns us: we an
one another ; and parents are clothing their children.
words, your aets go to make up this clothing. Son
you did yesterday, becomes part of a garment 'HQI {
child must wear many years,

You are not a little troubled about the material eloth
of your children; are you never ashamed of their me
clothing ? If parents, take the world through, would sp
half as much time dressing the minds as they do the
of their children, I am sure they would look &|
better.

Washington, for whom I have sincere reverenc:
however, by reason of his military deeds, was
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; he was folded in true greatness as & vesture ;
B Girio, e » robe of white linen, encompassed him : now,
Washington's mother, if my recollection be right, when he
was & boy, made him a little coat; and that coat, that
oral coat, growing with bis growth, and conforming to

s stature, he wore during all his Tife.

A young man was reeently put to death in one of our
gtates. He lay in prison, clothed, as the papers said, in
disgrace, wrapped in ignominy — the tokens of guilt and
ice he wore about him as & garment. Now, it may be,
though T know nothing about it, yet I have no doubt, if
the case were investigated, we should find that his mother,
or some one, when he was a boy, made him that same little
coat.

Young mother, a naked spirit comes to your hands, as
well as a naked body. You have prepared clothing for
the last, shall the first go unendued, picking up what it
tay wear at haphazard ? Is the body of your ohild all
you have thought about? It is yours to dress & new,
Tiving spirit; to eut out and make for it eclestial attive : it
s yours to give it the robe of immortality-

Clothed with immortality, is a Scripture phrase. Im-
mortality here does not seem to announce the fact of con-
tinued existence. We are immortal by nature ; but that
fmmortality by grace is quite another thing ; it denotes pu-
ity, goodness, Christ-likencss; it signifies a predominance
of the superior propensities, a supply of evangelical vir-
fues. 1t is the imperishable vesture of virtue; it is the
evergreen leaf of the tree that grows by the river of God.

Mhis elothing of immortality we begin to put on this
side of the grave; we wear it through life; we go, as it
were, ready dressed to heaven. Have you inquired what
the faslﬁon of the kingdom of God is? Have yon, while
gelling apparel that the moth and rust must so soon
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corrupt, have you thought of this durable, this b
o of the gospel? You would o bring your
church, or send them to school, without some
clothes ; they may soon dje, and enger upon
anotlier world — are you fitting themtow
that glorious presence 9

Our earthly clothing, how js it abridged,
does it come to nothing | A simple strip of
suffices for our diasolring bodies at Jas, Our.

clothing of the spirit is nog so casily dropped ; it

to us in sickness and in Lealth, in life ang in d

and in eternity. See to jt then, what sort of coats.

making for your children, ki
In that day, who would be found naked 9 whoy

found void of the righteousness of Christ, unp
the garments of salvation ? who would appear in p
ence of angels and the redeemed, in the ugliness of s
and vice ? '
The sinner is unclothed, notwithstanding all the
may do for him ; he is poor, and blind, an naked,
he may say he is rich, and has need of nothing.
shame of his nakedness Appears; there are multitud
heaven and on earth who see it hi
hidden. Not the long robes of thy
ered work of a backslidden pe ¢
exposure,  The spirit of a man and of & people s
through the dress, and is seen farther.  Our vices. u
the costliest robes. A beautiful garment but e
Stronger contrast, the hidden turpitude of the
Jerusalem is exhorted, in one instance, to put on her
tiful garments. Quyr country, my friends, both in i
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nd ccclesinstical position, seems to be losing its beautiful
rménts. Where is our humanity, where our liberty,
srhere our justic e? where is that true greatness to which
e scem o be destined ? where those robes of solid worth
and widely accredited virtue, in which we might have sat
even as & queen upon the great white throne of nations ?
Mothers, beware what coats you make for your children.
Wifhrough these children we hope our Jand will reappear in
her beautiful garments; and thereby
evils that so disfigure and rend our attire w
The spiritual clothing of some people seems imperfect ;
hey are half clad, or redundantly clad, or unsuitably clad.
See how bigotry dresses up its people; and ostentation,
starianism, and formality | See hypoerisy vainly
ging beneath its disguises; see the mantle of self-
righteousness conspicuously bestowed upon the shoulders!
Where shall we find the seamless robe of the Saviour;
fully put the clean, white robe of the saints ?
Mothers, think of these things, I say, then, in no unkind,
al temper. Your older children are even now
you made for them years ago. Do you like
a garment of praise ; is it a rabe of right-
s is it scemly and fitting for the kingdom of God ?

Have they a character which you wish them to wear forever?

But the child whom you are dressing for almost the first
time, for whom you are making his first little coat, what
shall he be ?

Make the little coat, O mother! But remember, the
child must wear it a long time ; make it so that it will
£t him in trial, in change, in adversity ; make it so that
it will be no disgrace to him before God or his fellow
men, to be seen in it ; so make it that it will be to him &
robe of dignity and esteem in the world, and a robe spot-
less and bright in the kingdom of heaven forever.




THE LITTEE COAT.

¢« gIs MOTHER MADE HIM A LITTLE COAT.”
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