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LITTLE OATHS.

)ear you swearing

was sorry to 1
said Mr. Somers

Lnow, Robert,”

son.
i . me swearing ?
gearing, papa; me swearing!

ged, you were mistaken. |
B0t do such a thing for the

it, however,” said his father.
grt appeared quite shocked, and
wery earnestly, *“ Indeed, sir,
think that you or any one
heard me take the Lord’s
i vain.”
Ehaps not: but you can break
andment without naming
gEhat commandment is, ¢ Swear
BRI T am sure | heard you
BBy your honor not long ago.”
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a strong assertion.”
Call it what you willy
was a breach of the commi
[ have just repeated. All
sertions are forbidden. g
fifth chapter of Matthew; S4HE
Yobert read, ¢ But I sayl
swear not at all: neitheriuy
for it is God’s thrones
earth. for it is his footstools)
by Jerusalem, for it is the
great ]\m-v 1\mlhcr slmlt i

make ' one Imr v.hlta or blac
let your u-mnmumnuoan,
Nay, nay:
than these come

«Well, Robert, and do
<tand the meaning of the
From evil, cometh ¥




LITTLE OATHS.

sch is used 10 confirm these

declarations—Y°

is not. It comes from dali

il one, who is ever on the W
By us into breaking the
3 or from the evil tha

Svhich makes him u1

another person, and

$hat others will not trust

1p to pro-

pg OT NO

willing to

thereforc

these thing
0o the spirit of Christ.
Woun are afraid to call upon
High God, by name, 10 bear wit-
§in your idle discourse; but when
pappeal to things that are hig, you
o him. He who forbids you
# by your head, and who has
iy ‘Swear not at all,’ eannot hold
iltless when you swear by your
your soul, your word, your
or any thing above, beneath,
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around, or within you. ¥
astonished to hear some perse
would have shrunk from #
name of God in vain, asse

a thing by words whieh
character or attributes of G6
such do most awfully
throne of God, and by

teth thereon.”

«] pever thought theres
harm in it,)? said RODSFESS
wet o habit of using el
kind, and they do it@
knowing what they say.) 8

«Yes: and what does #
but that ‘God is mob in
thoughts ® They forget )
ever present, and they in nll
his face. Muchidle and fe
ing takes place, 1 fear,
|aborers at work i the fie
put if I sent for one of the
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e way before

in the sam
Iy? Qertainly not-
it of using bad 1
jgnorance of its extre
Sald cause him s0 |
What excuse

bo allow themselve

Bt and terriblo God with less

e than that man W oul

angua
me SIT

ar to for
then can they

< to treat
1 show

it my prcsmn object is 1o prove
that the expressions wi
ors too often use,
; and as such, forbidden by the
and exceedingly ul in his
B Little oaths they may be call-
sared with the more
d guilt of those who sport
of God ; but they are all of
pe family. The small tw
Bouts from the trunk of the
to the tree, and grows

ich you

are really

ypen and

with
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upon it, as much as the great )
that spread forth above ourh
overshadow the ground.
the tree, and they all fall

\\ hile Mr. Somers was thi
ing to his son, two gentle
up. and joined them, After
narks on other things, Mr.
told H em what he had beend
of. He knew that they
who had not the fear of
before their eyes, and hesho

the conversation might be

them.

It is strange that religi
<hould so often keep Silene
presence of those who are still
ious: and even conversein
manner to please themy
trying to do good to their
certainly is not what ouk
when he bade his disciples
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it ghine be fore men 17 We know

how 8 pum~ remark, made i an

stionate manner, may be 1
jhoLord to the mos t thot

m to our

and lose all hope of f doing good

BSomers knew this ver
e 5 [ was just now ia
BlEbert on a very important
ke sinfulness of little oa 1
don’t know what you mean by
8 oath.” said one of them, at the
fime making use of an oath
mfirm what he said.
Bou have now uttered one,” re-

“l'. : “you have sworn

Bertainly I do: if it means any
it must mean that your words
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to me are as true as your

God is sincere; and thus yo
Him, who alone can judge to
both to the soundnessof
and the strictness of your trai

The gentlemen looked
and rather angry. Men do
to be reminded of their da
yet unwilling to forsake
But Mr. Somers spoke 80
and his looks were so kind;
could hardly take offence &t
which their consciences
were true.

“\Well,” said one, ““if ath
expressiofl is fo be visited
ly, what becomes of the
swearer

Mr. Somers replied, “Outs
own mouth he is judgeds
we. It will not avail us;

o the laws of God, to
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who do so more daringly than

Ealves. Thoughtless e sions
u call them, may destroy a soul
liord declares, ‘ I say unto you
every idle word that men shal

they shall give account thereof
g day of judgment ? Matt.12: 36

i surely those words are most {rt
swhich are used to cc

\ome, probably, would

finly stated ; and what, if it

at all, would never be
believed because of them.
8 does not fear an oath, will not

& lie: both are contrary to God’s

The man who br
sh and 1
@heustom, will hardly scruple to
another, when he thinks it may
his present advantage.
'!"he lpOSllﬂ}"*]‘::: us that betwee
an oath for confirmation
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them an end of all strife
He speaks of those solemn of

may be required before a
when, the life or property of on
son being at stake, it is thoy
ful to bind men in‘this wWay
true testimony. But who
man the more, when he
strengthen his assertions b
cursing and swearing, evem
{lie matier should be impo
wlo will pay the greater
what is said in common con
when the expressions thatsl
LITTLE OATHS are bronght
weight to it ?

¢ Surely, then, such words
aseless, and absurd inSthen
but when we reflect that
plain command of the
which [nmili\'cly forbids
should tremble at the pro
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andous hour, when, before the
ment-seat of the Most High, we
] be called to render an account

s things; to say why we dis-

s of Him who will not
sked—why We hated to be re-
and cast his words behind

hy we lived in the deliberate
fice of what he tells us ¢ cometh
vil, and refused to lay aside such

falking’ as we knew to be
sive, nay, most dishonorable 1o
For, as [ have been te

swears by any thing

ging , 83
jhwhiat can we name that does not
@ to him? ‘He is the Former
fhings” ‘ Thou art worthy, O
%o receive glory, and honor, and
5 for thou hast cre ated all
and for thy pleasure they are

were created.’
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The two gentlemen seemed
iswer this: at length one'of
erved, 1 keep pretty cleas
gin which you speak of; for
do swear, it is by something
not exist, nor ever did—suel
yme one of the heathen god
some word which means noths
all, so far as I can tell® $
Mr. Somers replied, “ With's
o the heathen gods, let us-he
¢ The things whieh
. ige, they sacrifice unie
s. and not unto God; andsl
fot ihat ye should have fell
with devil 1 Cor. 102208
ought to be an alarming CORSIAE
to those who make choice of d
{o attest the truth of what
As to the silly, unmeaning wol
are often invented for the's
it only serves to prove

pose,
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will go, even from COMIMON SeNSe,
r than not continue to violate the
of God. Or rather, it proves the
puwcrn! Satan in suggesi
evil hearts what our ungu
ges are so ready to utte sadly
2o that the whole matter ® com-
thoof evil
MbHe who is convinced that he must
longer continue in the practice of
I8 evil, will soon find the difficulty
Rentirely rooting it oul, f he at
it in his own strength; nor
[hhis forsaking the sin now,
jpatonement for his breach of this
in fimes past.
N0, my dear friends, and you
you must deeply consider how
Bilonly you have offended against
5t God, and a Sav jour,’ and flee
Pefuge to the Saviour from the
igeance of the just God. Do not




»
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be satisfied to resolve on
bad habit: mourn over it
and go to the fountain opened
i uncleanness, that the
many days may be washed's
the preeious blood of Chnlt‘
the Most High, in prayes
new heart and the right
be given you, by which alone
Wi xll\ in t‘m u.ommﬂndmontl

while re <

corruption which will cleav
wody of death, gratefully s
that ‘ we have an advocali
Father, Jesus Christ the
and L': is the propitiati

sins.
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