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forward, when a
interest ; because,
with the Sunday-school in whicl
late Thomas Cranfield, was a teacl

chapel, where the Rev. Rowland Hill was accus-




4 A NOBLE YOUTH

fomed to address the boys of the various gehools
in and about Southwark, and to present efh with

hymn. In the afternoon of the day, my father
used generally to take a number of the scholars
for a pleasant walk, and treat them with b uits,
and curds and whey.

On one oceasio
unusually cold an
pointed, because my father had promised to
us to St s cathedral, to see the monuments
the

Notwithstanding the rain, the children began fo
assemble in our parlor long before the time ap-
pointed. Some amused themselves by reading the
hymn they had received in the morning, while I
and a few others, seated ourselves at the window,

to watch the progress of the weather ; w , with

downcast looks, and half-muttered expressions of
regret, we lamented our unlooked-for disappoints
ment

Our musings, however, were interrupted by the
well-known voice of my father, who eried out, as
he entered the room, in his good-humored way,
“Here is nice weather for the ducks, my lads; no
St. Paul's to-day.” “Do you mot think it will
clear wp, sir?” asked several of us at the same
‘ime. “No, I do not,” he answered, as he took
his seat in his old arm-chair; “so you had bet-
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ter endeavor to amuge yourselves in some other
way.”
% There goes William M

g along as {

“He does, ir
n cheerful countenan
though he had 1
Do look at him, father
# Ay, that is a noble youth,” observed my father,

as he just pe ugh ner of the win
dow. ‘A noble youth, did you say?” I replied;
T am sure, father, he does not look very noble,

for he is splashed up to the ve

‘A tree iged by its
father, “not by its leaves;

t be estimated by

the present appearance of
knew as much of him a I think you too
would say he was a noble youth; and if the re-
mainder of his life is spent as the last ten years
have been, he will as much d 2 & monument
to his memory as some whose names and deeds ar
recorded in the noble edifice § aul's:
even much more deserve it.”’

¢ What then,” I asked, with some astonishment,
#has William ever fought the French ?”’ “No,”

said my father, “but he ught the good fig
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of faith; and if he has not geined a victory over
the enemies of his country, he has gained many a
one over the enemies of his sou

“Father,” said T, “T have often heard you say
that William Mason was a very good boy, when
in your class ; I wish you would tell us something
more about him.”

“Oh do, do, si exclaimed a dozen voiees af
once; and with that we all left the table, and
tried to get as close as we could to his chair—quite

getful of the weather, and of the things that
were passing out o v

“1 do not,” said my “like to say 100
much in any persow’s praise while he is livin
lest he should hear of it again, an led to think
of himself more y than he tht to think,
For our hearts are very deceitful, and all of us

re too apt to be puffed up by the praise of our
fellow-creatures. There are a few circumstances,
however, in William’s history, which perhaps it
might be profitable to you if I w to mention ;

and while I am telling you of them, do you pray
that the Lord will enable each of you to go s
likewise

“William Mason was n little boy when he finst
came to our Sunday-school ; vicious in his habits,
and dirty in his appearance e alder

lie became a great annoyance to the more orderly




gcholars, and so troublesome.

seriously thought of dismissing um
One day, however, as William w

himself and some of his sch

words from his teacher arrest attention

Remember, you are not 00 die; and

though you may trifle now w
oy, yet be assured, that for

bring you into judgment.’

serious and thoughtful, ar

the week, and for some 1

continually sounded in his ears. They werc
plied {0 his heart by the Holy Spirit, and he be-
eame alarmed lest he should die in his sins, ar d

be for ever banished from the presence of an of

fended God ; and now, for the ime in his life,
he began to pray.”

#What, sir intelligent little boy, whe
had been listen 3 tion to what

my father had be

prayers before ? then I thiuk he
wicked.

¢ He was in the habit of repeating the Lord’s
prayer every night,” replied my father, “but he
never attended to what he was saying d was
always glad when it was over ] wh
drew nigh to God with his li]
from him. This, the Bible tells us, is not prayer;
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and so does the hymn which. ieve, you have
all learned :
e never can be sa
From what ou
But when ou mite,
Then Grod beh
“William now became a praying boy, and
searched the Scriptures daily, and was as remarke
able for his dutiful and atientive behavior at the |
school, as he was before for his trifling and dis-
orderly conduct. 3
“As soon as William, by the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, was made acquainted with the value
of his own soul, he began to be eoncerned for his
parents, and frequently, when alone, would pray
earnestly to God for their conversion. But Will-
am did not rest contented with merely praying

for his parents; he remembered that his teachers
had often told him that God usually worked by

means, he therefore took frequent, opportunities of
talking to them about s; and when at school
he paid great atlention to what was said by his
teachers, in order that he might car y home as
much as possible to his father and mi

“William econtinued this practice for a long
time without any appearance of succes
er remained still a stranger to God and the h
piness which flows from reconciliation with himj
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and his father continued his v us { spend-
ing his evenings at the pub \.‘ -house. But Will-
iam had read in the .vr-: il

‘weary in well-doing ;" so he
length his p

erowned with success,

]t happened that one 1
out to nurse a poor woman who was
William was alone. Every
and quiet, so he thought that this
opportunity for re g and prayer.
took down his Bible, and for some ti
tating on God’s blessed word, and ther
to pray. While he was thus 1 his father re-
turned home—for having had that ni
with the landlord of the public-hot

the stairs when the voice of his son arrested his
attention. He stood still for a moment wondering
who William was talking to. “He then crept uy
stairs very softly, and looking through the key-holc
of the door, saw the dear boy upon his knees, and
distinetly heard him say, ‘O Lord, hav ¥
upon my poor father; make him a sober man;
give him a new heart, and make him fit for heav-
en) The poor man listened with tion till
his son had concluded, and then entering the




ped him in his arms, and declared thag
e would never a publie-house again,

om this tim am’s father was an al-

1 man. He forsook the haunts of sin, and
ded the v f Goc e Sabbath. His

example was follow fe 3 and now W

tam and his father and mother found walk-

ing together as heirs of eternal life

When he was about thirteen years of age he

t to work th’s, where there

several w 5 and though he was

iged to work hard all 2 week at the forge,

niri arn his catechism and

several hymns, and a number of

lnown to make

L hear at the

‘I had no time to learn.

Why, father i ¥ must have had &

retty long me: Vi 1 all that, and
worked the wk

“I do not kmow,” & ther, “ that there

was any thin. raordinary in his memory, but I

know that verance will acomplish great

s. I once asked him how it s that he con-

to learn so much, and he told me that it

to keep his Bible on the hellows;

so that when he was engaged in blc wing with

them, at the same time he oyed himself in
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sture.  This, hov

learning portions of Serip
was not done without much opposition
men, who used to ridieule him, call him a M
ist, and throw the water which was kept

forze upon his Bible, in order to put him in a p:
Sometimes they would offer him money to

sion
say bad words, and to ight other boys; but I
tation, and bore their

1

nobly resisted every tem
sults with admirable patience. Do you not think,
said my father, turning to me, that William s
nobly in this

“T onee offered a new
my class who would learn the 119th Psalm by
Sabbath All, exe William,

at to any bo

following
ready enough to make the promise; but he seemed
to take time to consl

minutes, turning over the leay

then said, ‘I think, sir, I can learn it
day wi

at any rate : thirty verses eack
ik 1 may promise to do that

I thir

himself his da
to perform it before he it to bed. It

met with many dif

was tempted to

said to himself, 1

must perform it ; so he persev

lowing Sabbath repeated it, much to my
tion; while the other boys v unable
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even a fourth

My dear be
be mindful of your promises. Consider

alr

e you make one ; and having once given

let no frivolous excuse prevent you

lling it The hus s his

nee of diffic

rit; a uch

After he had

s at the black-

he obta
rand-boy at a
i to

smith’ eading and er-

r's.  On one occasion,

was

a customer th

iis master was not
at home, when he knew that he was in his parlor;
but William nobl

made his master s

d to tell a lie, which

y, that he threatened to
o WY, Noithier threats: Hor i

however, ecould in

sin; he continuéd

1 to perform the de 1

but he did a
k his mas

le to finish

at the office on

eak the Sabbath, by work:

ing on that holy day, was to him a crime so awful
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that he told his master at once, he would sooner
lose his situation than doit. This wer, though
delive respectful manner, so voked his
master. he ordered him er to enter b
place again

“William eame to me at the school the next

morning, and, with tears, told me all that had tak

en place. 1 tried to comfort him, by telling him
that the Lord

ould never forsake those who were

\is sake, and that put their trust

happened : for in a very short

time, he sceured a much more comfortable and
able situation, and there he remains now. in

consequence of his npright and dv

behavior, his

master has several times raised his wages; so tha
he now earns double the money that he did at first
and is enabled to support both his afllicted parents

which to him is a source of much gratification.”
ble to work 7 aske
h quite disabled
1

from doing any thing for their support,” replied my

¢ Are his parents, then, ur

e of the boys. ‘ They are

severe injuries which

father, “in consequence of

they received through the falling-in of their house

William came to me, the morning after the aceci-
dent, and tolg me all about it
“William and his p

bed when it happened. The inhabitants, too

rents were fast

sep

> watchman was ge-

had all retired to




ing his rounds, L. Past two o’clock, and a
cloudy morning,’ when the neight re aroused

Will-

before

from their slumbers

iam had prayed to God to protect
went to bed, and the Lord answered his prayers
for, though he slept in the top room, to the astons
ment very one, he at of the
ns almost unhurt in the
next room was ki s were
ed that t hospital

and 1

abor again.

e they continu

am afraid they will ne

William now works hard to support his

par-
ents, and he does it cheerfully, becanse he con.
atest honor issist those in the
1 over, and took
ldhood. Besi e
leasing God

s father

orrow, who watche
m in his ¢l KNOWS
that by so doing, | 18 come-
manded him to hono s mother
a noble youth, who
as much as is in his power to male |

That, my dear boys, strives
s parents
happy, by abeying their commands, by administer-
ing to their necessities, and by doing every thine
fie can to comfort them unde

their tria
and such a charact

is William Mason,

It i 1l to see William leave his dwell-
labors of

home with the

1 Lthe morning, or ente
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most tender affection, while he inquires after their

welfare, and particularly if he can do any thing

for them ; for he is never too tired to wait upon
them. Nor does he think it ben

h him, now he

ie delight of his

is grown up, to serve them: it is

flectionate and approving

heart to receive the

b erefore he obeys their

smiles of his parents;

now, just the en he was a lit-

wisk

tle

and dependent on the

After supper, William s the Bible, and

for his parents are no scholars

while he prays for

en they all knee

P's blessing and protection, and gives him thanks

rded him in the Sunday-

the instructior

school, which has been the means of making him
50 happy, and caused him to be such a blessing to

his dear parents

Such,” continued my father, is the conduc

of this nok

youth—noble, not by birth or parent-

age, but for his upright and Christian cond

noble, not on account of the perishable riches of
time, but of those treasures which neit
ch the v

y—noble, not t

and

nor rust can corru

ve nor take aw

neith
the fading honors of this world, but those

shall bloom and blossom in the para

when this world, with all its grandeur and mag-

nce, shall have passed away
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And now, my dear boys, T hop
the example of ti

Keep holy the Sabbath-day. Honor
your parents: and do all from a prineis
) God ; and then, if T am proud of any
having such noble-minded
¥ father now lies beneath the green grass in the
and near him lies William Mason, his
favorite and noble-minded scliolar,
no monument marks their
before whose eyes all thing
beholds the spot where they
aver the

and they s

And always from the s

! adl w

Till he s bid i
- young reader, come in your early days
His blood alone can cleanse you from
18 ; his Spirit alone ean sanetify you, and
make you holy. Happy will you be, if you live a
)f faith on the Son of God—happy now, and
r evermore.
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