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THE

PERSIAN CHRISTIAN.

Tae followil -rative is & pleas-
g illustration o the faithfulness of
God, who will not let his devoted
gervants ' (]abor in vain, " or ‘“spend
ﬁe\nml"m for naught.’ The Rev
enry Martyn Was not perm
Bile in the flesh, Lo s€ , the el
s holy exampl and of his b
festion of the Saviour whom he loved,
B & land where thal blessed name
Wvas despised ; . doubtless, 1 the
Bgreat day which W i1l make all things
.llllmed there will be many nl o will
B8 his erown of rejoicing. This ac-
®ount is taken from the Asiatie Jour-
.ﬂ and was written by a person who
gpent a few wecks at Shir 47 in Persia




THE PERSIAN CHRISTIA

Having received an iny
dine (or rather sup) with a P
party in the eity, I went, and¥
a number of guests assembleds
conversation was varied

Poetry was often the subjeet 4
times philosophy, and someti
tics prevailed. Among thed
cussed, religion was one.

so many sects in Persia,

we include the free-thinking @

that the questions which 0
such a discussion constitute nof
resource for conversation.
called upon, though with
wood-breeding and polileness ¥
an account of the tenets of ourd
and 1 confess myself to
sometimes embarrassed by the po
queries of my companions. A
the guests was & person who 10
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y the wnur;»'t-uu. and

be
of the lnn e. He

little part i

. appeart d to
s but the master
a man below the middle

' serious countenance and mild de-
. they called him Mahomed

1t that he fre
reat attentic 1, and

a of

bgorved me with
Swatched every word I uttered, espe-
fglally when the sub)¢

~under dmn»un

ot of religion was
Once when I ex
with some levity, this
es u‘,u’mmvv.nh

sueh a peculiar ¢ ion of surprise

fegret, and reproot, that T was struck
$he very soul, and felt 2 strange
‘mysterious wonder who this person
muldbe I asked privately one of the
f, who told me that he had been
ﬂncated for & mollah, but had never
ﬂﬁ{atw, and that he was a man ol
Monsiderable learning, and much re-
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t lived retired, and seldom
st intimate friends,
wdded, that his onlyie
Y y had been

ing an Eng-
vas much attached
1 nation, and had studis
> and learning.

sed my cu-
rmined to seek
ifying, by eons

ion 1ne

with him. A few days afiers

1pon Mahomed Rahemy

m reading a volume of
Poems ! This circumstanes
liscussion of the meritsiol
oetry and European literas
as astonished at
and accurate conceplions
had formed upon thesesubs
the sion with which
If in English. We




TRE PERSIAN

iiaw\l\'sulun th | topies

for nearly tW° hours

Ivemuruhn <ound his opinions on the

nb_\mul religion. :
“Youare amollah am informe an
"-’\'0«‘ aid he ¥

madrussa, | llege,) but 1

jon to be

t length,

thood.”
% The expo! tion of your religious
Bolume,” 1 rejoinc d, “demands
pretiy glose application 10 study : 1

fore a person ¢ \ be qualified to I
Mo doctrines of the Koran, 1 under-
gtand, he must thoroughly ex mine"
Bnd digest volumes of comments,
o of the tex

D tion of 118 1I \'l‘l"”"['#’
Th\sn:\ ﬂu ious preparation, if
man be disposed consc ientious to
$0l6l his important duties ) As h
Biade no remark, I continued : “Our
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their own expositorss
ly that they should
some partie-
vithout difficul-
( he ink

rent obsen-
ilts of trans-
ists; yetit
he authority of one

confirmed by the
nd simplicity of their Style)

irprised that he made no

the observations, At the

eemed importunate,

to eulogize the leading

of Christianity, mMOre paes
1 pect to their moral and
character; and happened
her reflections, 10 suggest,
rn was of s0
to the human race
\nd as only one faith could




ble of on
the topic ©l
gigratiol
of com
presum
[rem
he allud
gountent

gompound

prise, whic
owned, tha
Jy; but I
gould, and « v 1 the mos!
Solemn manner, any CGesis ) eans
femn the re
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lad I was deceived
; or si ity in religionis

our ¢ duty What we are,
v 1ld 1 be ashamed of ap-
icere Mussulman,

N ) sked.

iternal struggle seemed, foran
length

ou, then? Be yousine

cere Are you a Christian?™
I s he repliec

ould vainly endeavor to describs

1 1t which seized meas

vtion. Tsurveyed Mahomed

1l { with a look whiehy
: I reflection from his

ce, must have bes
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tokened guspicion, or eve n contempt.

e consideration that
mo motive 10 deceive me in this dis-
glosure, Whic
er importance
[Peedil)' restored me 10 recollection,
and banished every gentiment but Joy.
I conld not refrain from pressing
affently his hand to my heart.

He was nol unmoved at this trans-
port, but he bet ayed: no unmanly
emotions. He told me that I had
possessed MYS¢ If of a secret, which,

he could have

h was of infinitely great-

to himself than to me,

i spite of his opinion {hat it was the
@ty of every one to wear his religion
openly, he had hitherto concealed,
except from a few who p‘n-'.y||mlml
in his own sentiments.

%And whenee came this happy
ehange ?” 1 aske

&1 will tell you that likewise,”” he
feplied. ““In the year 1223 (of the
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Hejira) there came to this @
Englishman, who taught the pel
of Christ with a boldness hith
paralleled in Persia, in the
much georn andill-treatment:

us for more than a year.
a decided enemy to infidels, a8
Christians are termed by the

{ Mahomet ; and T visited
teacher of the despised sect, witht
xlA clared object of treating him
scorn and exposing his doetrin
contempt. Although I perse!
some time in this behavior 10N
him, I found that every intervie
only increased my respect for
dividual, but diminished my
dence in the faith in which u
educated. His extreme forbe
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fowards the V10X »e of his oppons
the calm and yet \cing m

jn whic

gophistries DY \

for he spoke P
ually inclined
guments, 10
subjeat of {1

tract which he
to a defence ol
mollahs. Need
Th" I'v“l“ ol 1
gonviction thal
Was right, Sha
withheld me
gven avoided the
tian teachs
the city so long. Jus fore he quit-
Bed Shirdz. 1 could not refrain from
paying him a farew visit. Our
conversaiio: mer v of it wil

never fade
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mind ] my conversion. He
t has ever been my
on—ithe study of it
has formed my most delightful oceus
t nte have often eon=

jled me
Upon this he put into my hands a
of N I ment, in Per-
On one of the blank leaves was
n. ¢ There is joy tn heaven over
r that repenteth. HENEE

TYN

Upon king into the Memoir of
M lartyn, by Mr. Sargent, one of
es of biogra-

not perceive
p ) homed Ra-
W 1 e be one of the young
o college, “full
him with
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