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A 1owLY cottage, near the ¢
in the ville
birthplace

» of Springfield

nma, Th

ful little village, it is said name from

the very many springs found
is remarkable
house in which Dr. Goldsmith wrote his “ Deserted
Village.”

ithin its

ving contained the old farm-

imits, and




Emma was the fourth child and second danghter
1 Murtha Sharpingt Her coun-
tenance was open and ing s; her disposition
kind ; her manners not . Full of life
¢ entered with spirit into the labors

Thomas

nd activity, s
id pleasures of the day, and always seemed

enjoy herself, whether ex n doing what was

pertaining to religion ;
d please ; skilful in 1 ang
brothers and sisters, and exemplary

ronduet to her parents.

1 order to make it more convenient
house of the Lord, s!

and ea:

for her mother to go to the
readily undertook the care of an infant and of the
little ones left at home, though loving the house
of God herself, and anxious to visit it often as
possible. Alive to her mother’s comfort, and to
reral good of the family which consisted of

the
, she never shrunk from labor and

ght membe
fatigue, if an opportunity presented itself for her
fle, and to add to the little

mother 1
To promote an object

store of cottage comforts.
so desirable, she was observed to endure toil and
weariness, and to exert herself, even beyond her
strength, with an unfailing smile of good-humor

and cheerful content. Bui what was far better




than all, early as her sun went down, it did nc

tuniil in her

the Lord God of Israel

in the liction that God suffered to
overta se of her elevent a
It was K 8 eze to be blessed with
pious mother, and, from her ear childhoc
have Seri hich are al
n, through faith wl
| st doubtl

r little history, sl

g and valuable in charact
it justly od t
that y ray
> minister on whom she attended well r

bers her having said to him, a year or two befc
her death, ““I should like when [ die to be an ang

Is, and, like the
Her mother having
Emma often

on one oc-

to live with the

noticed with =

surprise,

remained a long time up s
nd careful ste
as fou

bed, in

casion induced to go, with s

ind out the cause ; and lo, he

upon her k

16¢8, praying at the foot ¢
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er had often the grat

cation of seeing her
to it to call upen the Lord

ways appeared o be among Emma’s great-
est delights, to have a name and a place in the
hous { the Lord Neither the rain nor the cold,

her parent’s consent once obtained, kept her back

from the multitude of t who delighted to en-
f Zion
she to the Sabbath-

cldom if eve

deve

dly attached was
h

100l, that while in he

bsent, excepl from neces
s, and the

ptural lessons there
r comfort in her long and trying

In singing , she

repeating t

and enlivened many wearisome hours. It

s rather singular, that the very last hymn which
she committed to 1
Watts beginning,

nory

that one by Dr.

wiul day will surely come ;"

few hymns are more solemn, under

thax
e of spiritual sorrow, and in the pros-
proaching death. She recited with
ht the hymns and portions of Seripture

had y

} licly to repeat.  She also again
and again repea

1, the

1 the ninety-sixth psalx

last seriptural lesson tha n selected for

her, with ever fresh del
On Saturday, the 19t}




to afflict her t and
e heel of foo
t a small speck ap

mother supposed it to be merely the
chilblain, T
ately follo

Jut loss of appetite almost immedi-
rendered it clear that something
uring the very

more serious had befallen he

fliction s

her eyt » to remain

she sat up in bed, covered
was compelled to awake
ly and kindly

age, who ¢ f
to hold the achi
one short

Withi

foot of the suf .
t was apprehended that i

earthly physicians would be but of

12 as in all this,
r frame, and kindled such

iv Imost the full cer-

tair 1 n and pining sickness would soon
cut her nd blot her out of th d of the
living frox

hearing the doetor’s

the lips of her mother, she

do not expeet that I shall recov I do not think

that T Ii g.” Such a moment and suc

e to be lost, o

a confession s

to be allowed fo T xious for the

welfare of her preciow hout attempting
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to turn them
instantly put to Emma the searching and

count. She therefore

mentous question, “ Are you afraid to die

given without

uch an inquiry

delay—an answer

mportant

it Yes,

han the question

I ar

torgiven
dded the moth
ut prayer; 1 have y
not leave off

“until you know your sins a

so merciful, that he will forgive you

him you know, invites little children

Ex t inattentive to the of he
prayed most earne Before
she called her mother to her, and said

ther dear, [ am not now afraid to die
forgiven. I feel a

this, she exelair

me

that my sins @

On her mother’s
z.”’ she re-




ing the word o1 he third line

Christ is my Redeemer—

mto my, &
is my Red ¢ Mother, is he
a precious Redeeme Oh v o

now die, if
Not

years

tations from

watching b r b d he tk ressed

how the enen worri m What does 1}

tempt y¢
bad words

come

oth
plied

has kept yc

mother, who has done that

have not u ords S m T
ic 21 the temptation that she earnestly de-
gired to die, that she might be vered from tl}

She then betook

and so es

y did she pray,
the ehambe

tmetly heard tl

n prayer with (

from this w
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me before I commit this great sin

ther’s return, the tender-hearted but s

ated child again declared, “I am so s

afraid lest I should do this great wrong?

the appeal to her Father in heaven whe
) to have her

18 not in va

the child, and neither d

turned away his merey from |
gradually bec peaceful, and she felt happy in
the assurance that the Lord, who had kept her,

1k
would keep

called upon and put her
trust in him

Who can deseribe a
o can tell her joy in

doing the Lord with a

was de

vhom

expecting the

Often

to pass, and bear her aws
clamation escaped her lips, “ Could I but hear

my child

y something concerning the certainty

of her salvation, I think T

¥ Jehold, the desire of her hea

uld part from he

and be ha

was granted. God chased her f and
nabled her child to say, ow [ am happy; now {
n not afraid to die Her tongue, as well as

as set at liberty. Calling her father

said, ““ Do not

ve prayer till you

e upon a sick be you may not have




THE SPRINGFIELD COTTAGE GIRL 11

your senses. Do, father, pray for me, and pray
for If, and do it directly ; you do not knov
how long you have to live. Father, dear father
I hope you will repent and seek forgiveness; there
is forgiveness for you ; will you repent? will you

ou will repent of your
Do, father, do! I hope

seek forgivene

sins. Will you

that I shall meet you in heave She then beg
ged him to teach her brothers, particularly the
eldest, the right 1 them

their young hear O make

I'o her mother
r heaven. [ will

grandmother she

0, mother, seek to

pray

said, ¢ nee and for

givene; though you

f And do begin
have much time to
t leave it till you are
laid on a sick bed : health is the time

are old, it may

now ; perhaps you

prepare for eternity ;
which to

g to and of he
aind

1 to serve God.”” Then

¥
iends and neighbors, brothers ar

sigter

school-fellows, she said, “ There is room in heaven

for all, if they will but
is too late. I hope I shall meet you all there, 1

wish to do it.”

forgiveness before it

During her heavy and most inful afflietion,

of nine weeks’ duration, Emma was never b
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to utter a murmur

liarly distressing cha f her

even the com

vt of char

of posture was denied | Often did the

tionate and astonished mother put the questi
at God should so
he receive for an-

“Do you think

vou deserve it, then asked the mothe

Do you never think

affliet you ?” and a

> it,”” was the instant re-

re her ¢ aid,
rd lovetl eth
I hil Zarus
but, mother, Jesus sends

1'was in exercise, she continued

not afraid to die; not because

to decla

[ have done any thing myse) I am a great sin-

; I know I have offended Christ; but I am

ure that Christ has died for me.”

Throughout her affliction, when she had a

comparative ease, she abounded in acknowleds

ment of the sins of her childhood, and in suppli-

eation for merey. Often di

great sinner she was, and frequently did




her dea she t ed

t modesty and propriety

and much ¢ mplicity, with her minister, fo

whose couns

whose it, often r
In proof of
1 current of
be men-
ction she

flock, that he ougl ) se

d interest
ing ar

the cc

1 no stra
which her heart had given the ¥

time before her death, her minister ex
pressed himself to the follov

ng effect: You
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have lo ¢ prayer ; your mother
has carly taug to do that which is common-

Iy called say rs; but I hope you have

10t always confined yourself to a form of prayer.’

Emma answered, “No; I have long repeat
twice a day at lc

' meck and mikd,
Look on me  lttle chi

Lord. te:
ant thy

Renew my yout
hymn,
before, and
it into my

light to follow you
uch of what

peat it after you, and add my Ax
done so in publie worsk
after you. At such
not to the sermon on

Alluding to a desire she had frequentl
pressed of again worshipping in the earthly co
of God’s house, she said, “I
God’s praises there onee more ; not but that I
sing his praises and glorify him in this char
but I think in his house I could praise him t




ed a wisl
Jould be prea
mnly and slowly r

hy

leasure in them

and reques

favorite verse,

Being again a ’
she answe y you not
Because | for me.”
% Are you not aware that you have often d
that which was evil in his sig

afraid to dic

1t ; how then comes
10t afraid to die? ¢ Be
Christ died for sinners, and for sinners such

it to pass that you are r
cause
us]?

After this she was only heard to m

srence to one of her parents, and to utter,

eeble voice, the well-known 1




Sharping
years and forty-seven days,
Doubtless of such chil Iren gdom of

and of heaven
l

in his wond,

He will their
those who
With him s
“May we with them, in blis

O Lord,

For ever numbered |
aht, by

t and

To live alone to thee."”
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