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The inhabitants are very numerous : it is sup-
posed that of all the inhabitants in the world, one
third part, or upwards of three hundred millions,
are Chines whom are idolaters, ignorant
of the true G and of our blessed Saviour.
They have y curious laws and customs,
and in some ots are a very wise people; but
the apostle tells us, that “the world ¥
knew mnot God,” and this is the case with the
Chinese, who think themselves the wisest people
n the world, and thus become fools. Every litile
Sund 1olar has far more knowledge than the
wisest of the Chinese, in things that pertain to
salvation ; for they bow down to idol
silly as to fire squibs and crackers, and burn little
pieces of paper, in honor of these senseless images
The Chinese have also a great dislike to stran-
gers, and very few have ever been permitted 1o
enter the country. Until recently, all foreizn
vessels were obliged 1o go to one port, and o stoj
the town. The few Europeans and Amer-
ieans thal remained there as a

gents and merchants
1

to manage the business ed together outside

of the wa and were not allowed to enter the
town. Th rs have thrown great obstacles
in the way onary attempts to eommuni-

cate the truth to the Chinese. But still, the

thought that three hundred millions of our fel-
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went on distributing, and if I ned to forget
single man, he would run after with great
peed, erying out, ““A bool ? I was a
tk 1e time in w 1l pra he Savio
in much mercy, might bless his word to the souls

of the people

With the convietion that the books were read,
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10 VISIT TO THE CHINESE COAST,

1 to them. What

would I have given, if one of the supporters of

book, which they might rc

e Chinese miss | been present that

It was for me a day of real rejoicing ; and though
uriosity was doubtless the great spring of s
un eagerness, | was on the other hand persuaded

f his word, even

iat God ean bless the pert

gher motive than il

to the reader who has nol *
When we approached the first borough we had not
a single volume left.

As the people thronged around us, and became
boisterous, my companions the sailors got alarm-

and stood upon the defensive. I on my

addressing the populace, every body was silent

and peaceful, to the great astonishment of my fel-
low-travellers.

Stretched out under a few shady tr in order
to refr ur weary limbs, we looked with con-
siderable anxiety to the dark mountain ridge

we had to pass. Here, as well as in all
arts of China, the hills have an undulating

form, probably assumed at the time of the deluge
when the mighty waters impressed this shape

n them. When we entered among the moun-
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, the scene

and feet

tains, which might be a
» the

most ror

assumed a

antic cast. O ging cliffs, deey

fantastic

g streams, and

ravines,




CHINE JAST

ad

1 of a human artist ha

looking just as
were a1l objeets of et

work

ng therefore

he took no

ched oursely
idols.
images, most fe
in his mercy
monuments of power,
and interesting people to his
hat'the gracious Hearer

ar to the supplieations




THE CHINESE COA

which were uttered in sight of the nations
of Paganism?

Jeing the leader of the train, I roused my cor
panions about midnight, supposing, on account of
the bright n already morning

wound our hrough mazes of rocks and

es, stur falling, anc

our misfortunes. The further we we

naceessible the mountains became, and
places we to crd up and slide dowr
opposit At length, when we almo:
spaired of \g to the end of our jour
were greatly rejoiced when, turning off at a by-
road, we erossed a small stream in & rry-boat,
1to a very extensive Thi
most fertile spot I have ever seen in (
and wheat grow here to such a
even in Siam I have seen nothir
qual to it. The neat ¢ which every thing
was planted, f contrast with their
habitations t ls is confusion, filth
and wretchedness.
contain about forty square
beautiful garden, with the ¢
its centre.
At this place we arrived while
nd when the slumbers of the in

urbed by none but night reveller
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cotton and paper, with the strength of packhorse

ther trades-

Then appeared the shopkeepers and o
men, and before five o’cloek the eity was on

ving bee-hive. Innumbers, as well as pursuits
he Chinese may fitly be compared to ants. The

and is filled with men; the houses are not in-

habited, but stuffed with human beings; and
every one of them tries to get through
ell as he

had manifo

eople were unwearied
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one soul might be saved. I hope
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TO THE CH

recount numerous acts of kindues:
e had received on our journey. T
vy, I performed another tour, 1e coun-
try was equally unpromising, and the inhabitants
yoor, but not without their wonted cheerfulness.
Having circulated all my tracts, | commenced th
stribution of the Seriptures, of which I had a
wreat quantity. Whenever I entered a vill
all business was suspended, and old your
sped towards the ! books
We finally we anchor, and arrived at
inkang district. it wou impossible
to describe the joy with which the inhabitants,

who know me, received their old friend. After

the first expressions of gladness had passed, they
asked for hooks, which I obliged to produce,
and, whether I would or not, to part with the sa-
cred volumes. Long before we reached the vil-
lage, almost the whole k on shore was
expended ; and new demands ; made upon
me, 1 had to refuse the applicants with a sad
countenance.

e next day we t arge boat-load of
anxious rform a long tour, among ten or
twelve villages. On landing, however, I was met
by urgent applicants, who upbraided me with
having been so long absent, and urged me to sa

18fy their demands immediat ly. Such a
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gret unavailing] laid in a larger
supply

I ed Hea-mun, (Amoy,) the

place which reccived me Jlized citizen

!
[ was generally

when I was astonished
known, even more than in my owWn ni place,
There was no end of pointing me out to strangers,
and speaking of my pursuits, and the present

ject of my voyage. Often

in the conversation, and explained

A man, wiser
est, mingled
my parentage and pedigree.

We traversed, in this manner, a great part of
that large city, rejoicing to find that the vigilanee
of the mandarins had considerably abated since
I visited the same spot, only four years before

May the Lord soon grant us an entrance, were it

only into one prov
( may the ardor in behalf of
grow. May hundreds eng his blessed
the

good caw

rk, and devote their lives to the read of

in this extensive country. The Lord our
viour is with and will certainly not with-
Iraw his hand as long as we trust in him the Roek

of ages. Let us therefore go on in his strength

and work till the last b
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