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WHAT IS A STAR?

Sxow was on the
and the wind still. Fir burning brightly

and the closed shutters and w curtains invited

to the enjoyment of a long winter evening, with
all the nt occupations of a well-regulated
family,
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cold ;7 said Mrs. M., a 3 hall, and
met Alexander returning

“Oh mamma,” replied i I was
looking at the globe, and ran out to see if I could
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conquered nations, if they had any, was translated
into the Latin language ; and, amoug ther thing
the names of the constellations
There is a very bright star which sl

at our parlor-window every evening, mamma
suppose ihat has a name of its own 4

“That is the planet Jupi
much nearer to us than any of
examined through the telescoy
nearly so brilliant as the sts

“How is that, mamma, if it is so much ne
to us?”?

¢ Because the planets ave solid ops
shining only by the reflection of the

but we have every reason to belic

shine by their ow ght
#Which is Sirius, mamma
“That lar gtar in the constellation
Major, or the Great Dog. It is supposed to |
nearest to us,
“1 wonder how t looks
seope.”
“Sir William Herschel states
hie was looking for some very distant stars
his celebrated large telescope, he was suddenly
surprised b sreat light, which gradually
me brighter and brighter lil ©

dawn of
morning ; he wondered what was coming, til




passed slowly before his

ull the splendor of the rising sun, so
at he could not bear its dazzling effect, but was
obliged to take his eyes fro
Did he not turn the telescope a
‘No; that wa d by machinery on aceonnt
of its size; so he obliged

1o wait some time,

till it had passed out of his w

y ather, till the
carth moving round had e: I it
‘How many stars do you think we can really
see with our own ¢ mamms
“ Without the aid of glasses, it is generally cons
sidered that only about a thousand are visible at
any one
I should faney many more t that are
twin 1z now, and yet I rememby 1 T have
tried to coun st those I could see re the

window as 1 1ay in bed, there were not nearly suel

a number as I had expected

tars are worlds like
planets, how much

liseoveries

T made by the teleseopesin
these boundless regions, my dear, are well suited

to exalt our not

s of God's wondrous power.

are the stars really, mam




“There is every
all suns, giving as m
he

than our own br
%How very wonderful, mamma! Then per-

haps cach star has planets and moons mov

round it as our sun ha

“Very ar nost modern
astronom oluntarily led to su
pose, that each of these brigl int specks must
in reality be the centre of a group similar to our
own solar system

“Perhaps some of these grand new felescc
may show p ts belonging to the sta

suns, mamma

Sir John Hersche lo disc

very tiny com several stars,

requested his astre ers to
minute attention; but it will ¢ require a
eriod to determine whether they really are

long pe

8 revolving round

Then I suppose our sun only lool e
arge br star to the peop ho live in the
stars, if there are a

“Qur sun, my dear bo 2
ble with the bes et madsevan Fron

Sirius, the nearest fixed star

off is Sirius,

stant to be




) near as nine-

der how

must
look red and

ecially as the

was celebrated
it now shines

how often any of

riods, shining bright-
g entirely—and then
= of their original

days s in sixty,

dred days, even 1o

naing

lescope ”m
s’ may be plain-

brightest sea-




Cepheuns and C
in the years 945, 1
“ Was that the s
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lated that h as goir
one evening in Novemt
a group of cour
rlkably bright star
not there half @
aking a diliger
“ How long did

It continued to grow t

several nights, till it was so m
than even the planet

ly visible at mid-day ; but it began to de
very next month, and by March, 1574
quite away.”

omet amma, when T look v

ems as if ther

close together

“ Most probably what you
very near together. However.
double ‘stars, but they cannot
separately without very goc
“Then, mamma, are these

suns? What do they move rour
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His mamma quoted from Add
W '

Those
“And in perl
ures,” continued Mrs. M. ; © for

ct accordance

clare the glory of Ge how
his handy ) h nor lan
» where their 3
it, mamma, we turn round instead of the

stars movir

Very true; but we must excuse a

car to comr

deseribing things as they aj
vation, instead of confining himself to strict philo-

hi aceuracy

#Now, dear mamma,” said Alexander, stopp

is that the Pole ar ?

suddenly and looking u
“Yes? replied Mrs. M.; “and there is the
magnificent Orion and the pre ’

ng his atter

continued, dire

starry groups

Why, mamma, they have cl

since I looked at them just af

er tea
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y in the centre ?

Not exaetly, my 1, but so nearly that it af-

ufficient guidance for navigation, and
ireme




ma. While y P g of bonunet, 1
was looking on the globe for Orion I
ades, and 1 em Lo 1 t cal
sky, they seerr ppo: 1
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that, mamrma,

constel-

n the other side of the world

because

the polar regions, both north and south, yon

kn h are y period 1 which the sfars

¢ throughout nty hours compos-

ing our day and night volution of the

I but perhaps you o
learn that even here, and du
may be ea v tele

the bot of mines, or

y are read

seerned by the naked

Oh, mamma, what was that ?”7 exclaimed Alex-

ander, as a magnificent meteor darted ae

tar, my dear.

said Mrs. M., as several

liant but evanescent beams.
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«\Where are they gone to, mami v ? Are they

worlds

1t out and destroyed ?

,, my dear boy; it scems very evident that

gher existence tha

it lights have no h

hose brigl
wn atmosphere, and in

in our
posed of any olid substance at al

Are ghooting-stars to be seen every

% Generally some may be observed

Quételet ca

1 his own

“ Mamma, W

1 pale line of light

which seems to
Astronomers term that the milky-way

umerable myri-

nd to consist of

dear. Itis
ads of stars, so closely set that Sir W. Hers

ed that no fewer than fifty thousand ha

conside
ssed before his stez
“Wha
altogether, then.”

A number, my dear

an immense number

\le

magzination to conceive, especially W

member that this milky-way extends a
arth
{ “1 wish I could see that large star

said grandmamma went to see, for it puzzles m

very much to think of sky and star

of the world, and therefore unde

1 do not wonder at that, my de
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this should be the only region which sin has
exander, how deep

) be God’s ab-
wrrence of it, that so small a

orner of his domin-
ions could only be rescued

price. Seck the

ruin by such
Saviour yourself, my precion

read th ad tidings of his ato

ing love by every means in your

power ; for ‘ they
that turn v to righteousness, shall shine a
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