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DISSERTATION

O N

HORSES

St HOEVER fuppofes that Mefl.

WA Heber and Pond, or even
ﬁa‘f’m » Mr. John Cheney, were the

firft who publifhed accounts of Horfe-
racing, will find himfelf much mii-
taken, for there lived others above a
hundred years betore them, who not
only pufnhﬂuL accounts of Horlfe-
racing, but acquainted us W ith the
]':i!"cmj' of the wreftling, backiword-
playing, boxing, and even foot-racing,
B that
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that happened in their days; and from
them we learn alfo who were the vie-
tors, and how the racers came in.

Avoncst thefe, lived a man
whofe name was Homer, a blind or
obicure man (for they are fynonimous
terms) who occafionally publifhed his
book of fports, and to him we are
obliged alfo for the pedigree of many
Horfes that were efteemed the heft in
his time. This man was f1id to be
poor, in little eftean, and to travel
about the country to fell his books ;
but though his circumftances were ve-
ry low, his underflanding, it feems,
was not, for he always took care to
pay his court to the great perfonages
wherever he came, and to flatter them
in the blood of their Horfes. But
t!mugh he was little efteemed in his
Hic-time, yet his book of pedigrees
and gencalogy of Horfes was thought

i
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{o ufeful, that he was greatly honour-
ed for it after his death.  And wha

15 more ﬁr:mm: l.hﬂu”}] the p]acr:
of his nativity was unknown, and no
couniry wr:ml-:. receive him as a mem-
ber of their community when living,
yet when dead, many npations con-
caded for the honour oi 1t but what-
ever Arguments Cach cOUniry may pro-
duce tor the fupport of its clum, no-
thing 15 more evident than thar he was
an Englithman; and there 1s great
reafon to believe he was born fome-
where in the INosth, thoush I donot
take upon me to fay it hm‘t)iuLJ y was
{o. I‘l.lS partiaiity however, to that
part of the ngdﬂm1L is manifeft e-
nough, for he pretended to fay, that
a cood racer could be bred in no placs
but the North; whereas, late expe-

tience has proved that to be a very
ilie notion.  But as the northern gen-
tlemen were the frft breeders of racing

B 2 Herics,
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Horfes, fo it is very probable they
vere ailfo the furft fubleribers to his
book, and then we fhall find his par-
tiality mighe arife, cither from his
cratitude to thefe gentlemen, or from
its being the place of his nativity, or
perhiaps irom both,

T i re was in the North in his
time, a very famous Stallion called
Borcas : Whether the prefent breeders
have any of that blood left, T do not
cortainly know ; but Homer, to flat-
ter the owner, who was a fubleriber
to his book, and always gave him two
half guineas inftead of one, fabled
that this {ime Boreas begot his colts
as fleet as the wind.  This to be fure
will be looked upon as nothing more
than a matter of polite partiality to his
benefadtor @ But it is much to be fear-
ed, this partiality has not been con-
fhined w0 perfons alene; for there is

reafon
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reafon to believe, that in many cafes,
he has varied the true pedigree of his
Horfes, and ({not unlike our modern
breeders) has left out one crofs that
has been thought not good, and fub-
{tituted another in its room held more

fafhionable.

W g have an account in cne of his
books, (I forger the year when it was
publithed) of a very famous chariot-
race, that was run over Newmarket
between five noblemen ; and though
it was the cuftom at that time to run
with a two-wheeled chaife and pair
only, inftead of four, we find all other
cuftoms nearly the fame. The namoes
of the Horfes are given us, their pe-
digrees, and the names of the drivers;
the courfe is marked out, judges ap-
pointed, betts offered, but no crofline
or joftling allowed 5 a phin prool they
depended on winning from the excel-

| JP——
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lence of their Horfes alone.  But
ﬂmugh a curricle and p:l.ir was th{:rl
the fafhion, there lived at that time a
ftrange mad kind of fellow, haughty
and overbearing, determined that no
body thould do any thing like himfelf,
who always drove three; and though
the recital of this circumitance may be
confidered as trivial, or little to the
purpofe, we fhall find fomething in
the flory worth our attention, and
with relpect to Horfes, a cafe very {in-
gular, fuch a one as no hiftory, no
tradition, nor our own experience has
ever furnithed us with a fimilar in-

ftance of,

It fcems thefe three Horfes were
fo good that no Horfes in the king-
dom would match them. I‘Imm"ht',
after having been very lavith in therr
praife, has given us their names, and
the pedigree of two off them, which

1
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it feems were full brothers. He tells
us, they wereas {wift as the wind, and
in his bombaft way of writing, fays
they were immortal ; which exprei-
fion is exaétly of the fame ftyle and
meaning with our modern phrafe
high-bred, and could mean nothing
elfe, becaufe in the recital of the pe-
digree, he tells us, they were got by
this f2me North-country Horfe before
mentioned, called Boreas, and out
of a flying Mare called Podarge. But
the fingularity of this cafe is, that the
third Horfe, whom he calls Pedafus,
was abfolutely a common Horfe, and
of no blood. Here I beg leave to
make ufe of Mr. Pope’s words, who,
in his tranfladon, fpeaking of this
Horfe, fays thus:

% Who like in ftrengeh, in fwiiineds, and in grace,
¢ A mortal courfer mateh’d th immortal race.”

Now
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Now as nothing is more certan,
than that no Horfes but thofle of
blood can race in our days, I have
long been endeavouring to find the
true reafon of this fingular inftance,
and cannot any way account for it, but
by fuppofing this equality of ftrength
and clegance might produce an equa-
lity of fwiftnels. This confideration
naturally produced another, which
is, that the blood of ali Horles may
be merely ideal 5 and if fo, a word of
no meaning, DBut belore 1 advance
any thing more on this hypothefis,
and that I may not be guilty of trea-
{on againit the received laws of jockey-
fhip, I do here lay it down as a cer-
tain truth, that no Horfes but {uch
as come from foreign countries, or
which are of extradtion totally foreign,
can race. In this opinion every man
wiil readily join me, and this opinion

will
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will be confirmed by every man s ex-
pericn{:t: and oblervation.

Bu t in difcuffing this point, 1 {hall
beg leave, when (peaking of thele
Horfes, to change the word H1GH-
prED, and in its room fubflitute the
word foreigner, or of foreign ex-
tradion. [For perhaps it may appear,
that the cxcellence we find in thele
Horfes depends totally on the mecha-
nifin of their parts, and not in their
blood ; and that all the particular di-
{tinétions and fafhions thereof, depend
alfo on the whim and eaprice ol man-

kind.

Ir we take a Horfe bred for the
cart, and fuch a onc as we call 2
hunter, and a Horie of forcign ex-
traction, and fer them togerher, the
meaneft judge will cafily pomt out the
beft racer, from the texturds, glegance,

C and
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and fymmetry of their parts, without
n1;;_ki|1g any ai_)l}t_‘ﬂl to blood. Allow
but a difference in the texture, ele-
pance, and fymmetry of parts in dif-
ferent Horfes, whofe extradlion is fo-
reign, this principle will be clearly
proved, and the word HIGH-BRED
of no ufe, but to puzzle and lead us
aftray : and every man’s daily obler-
vation would teach him, if he was
not loft in this imaginary error of
particular blood, that, generally {peak-
ing, fuch Horles who have the fineft
texture, clegance of fhape, and moft
proportion, are the beft racers, lct
their blood be of what kind it will, al-
ways fuppofing it to be totally foreign.
It I was afked what beauty was, I
thould fay proportion: if T was afked
what frength was, I fhould fay pro-
portion alfo: but I would not be un-
derftood to mean, that this ftrength
and beauty alone will conflitute a

TACCT,
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racer, for we fhall find a proper length
allo will be wanted for the fake of
velocity 3 and that moreover the very
conflituent parts of foreign Horfes
differ as much from all others, as
their performances.  But this, how-
ever, will be found a truth; that in
all Horfes of every kind, whether de-
firned to draw or ride, this principle
of proportion will determine the prin-
ciple of poodnels; at leaft to that
part of it which we call bottom. On
the other hand, our daily obfervation
will fhew us, that no weak, loofe,
difproportioned Horle, let his blood
he what 1t will, ever yet was a prime
sacer. If it be objected, that many
a plan ugly Horfe has been a good
racer ;1 anfwer that all goodnefs is
comparative 3 and that fuch Horfes
who have been winners of platesabout

Gz the
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the country, may be improperly call-
ed good racers, when compared to
fome others : but I can even allow a
very plain Horle to be a prime racer,
without giving up the leaft part of this
fvftem : for inflance il we fuppolc a
Horle {with a large head and long
ears, like the Godolphin Arabian) a
low mean forehand, flar {ided, and
goofe rumped, this, I guels, will be
allowed a plain ugly Horfe; but yet if
fuch a Horfc be ftrong, and juftly made
in thofe parts which are immediately
conducive to adtion ; if his fhoulders
incline well backwards, his Jegs and
joints in proportion, his carcafe ftrong
and deep, his thighs well let down,
we fhall find he may be a very good
racer, even when tricd by the prin-
ciples of mechanics, without appeal-

ini
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~ ing to his blood for any part of his
i goodnefs. We are taught by this doc-
+  trine of mechanies, that the power
" applicd to any body, muft be ade-
quate to the weight of that body,
otherwife, fuch power will be defi-
cient for the aétion we require ; and
there is no man but knows a cable or
chord of three inches diameter 1s not
equal In firength to a chord of four
inches diameter.  So that if it {hould

be afked why a handiome coach Horle,
with as much beauty, length, and pro-
portion as a foreign Horle, will not

act with the fame velocity and perfe-
verance, nothing will be more eafily
ﬂnﬁv{'rtd, without ﬂ!‘:l.')f:‘:llillg to blﬂ:}d;
becaufe we {hall find the powers of
acting in a forcign Horfe much more
prevalent, and more cqual to the
weight of his bady, than the powers

of afting in a com’h Horle:  for

vwheoever
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whoever has been curious cnougl
to examine the mechaniim of diffe,-
ent Horles by difleéion, will find the
tendon of the leg in a foreign Horfe
is much larger than in any " other
Horfe, whele lea s of the fame di-
menfions ; and as the external texture
of a foreign Horfe is much finer than
of any other, fo the foreizn Horle
muft neceflarily have the greawch
ftrength and perfeverance in adting,
becaufe the mulcular power of two
Horles (wholfe dimeniions are the fime)
will be the greateft in that Horle,
whofe texture is the fineft,

L& T us next inquire what inform-
-ation we can gather from the feicnce
of Anatomy, concerning the laws of
motion : it teaches us, that the force
and power of a muicle confifts in the

nunnDer
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number of fibres of which it is com-
pofed ; and that the velocity and
motion of a mulcle confifts in the
length and extent of its fibres. Letus
compare this dodtrine with the lan-
guage of the jockey : he tells us, Ha
Horfe has not length, he will be flow;
and if made too flender, he will not
be able to bring his weight through.
Does not the obfervation of the jockey
exadtly correfpond with this doctrine ?
If we now inquire into the motion of
Horfes, we (hall find the bones are the
levers of the boedy, and the tendons
and mulcles (which are one and the
fame thing) are the powers of acting
applied to thele levers. Now when
we confider a half-bred Horfe running
one mile or more, with the fame
velocity as a Horfe of foreign cx-
traétion, ve do not impute that cqua-

litv
&
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lity of velocity to any innate quality
in the half-bred Horfe, becaule we
can account for it by external caufes :
that is by an equality of the length,
and extent of his levers and tendons.
And when we confider a half~bred
Horfe running one mile, or more,
with the fame velocity as the other,
and then giving it up, what fhall we
do? fhall we fay the foreigner beats
him by his blood, or by the force
and power of his tendons ? or can we,
without reproaching our own reafon
and underftanding, impute that to be
the effect of occult and hidden caufes
in the one of thefe inftances and not
in the other 7 both of which are de-
monftrated with certainty, and re-
duced to fadts by the knowledge of
anatomy and the principles of mecha-
nics.

How
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How many inftances have we of
different Horfes buﬂting cach other al-
ternately over different forts of ground!
how often do we fee fhort, clole,
compadt Horfes beating others of a
more lengthened fhape, over high and
hilly courfes, as well as deep and
{lippery gmund; in the latter of
which, the blood is efteemed much
better, and whole performances in ge-
neral are much better |

Anp how comes it to pafs that
Horles of a more lengthened {hape,
have a fupcriority over Horles of a
fhorter make, upon level and flat
courfes ? Is this effected by the differ-
ence of their mechanical powers, or
is it affected by the blood 7 if, by the
Jatter, then this blood is not general,

but
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but partial only, which ne reafoning
man will be abfuid enough to allow.
But I much fear onr difhinébons of
rood and bad blood are determined
with much partiaitty ; for every jockey
has his partcular faveurite blood, of
which he judges from events, fuccefs,
or prejudice: elle, how comes it to
pafs, that we fee the different opini-
ons and fathions of blood varying
daily ! nay, we fce the very {ame blood
undergoing the very fame fate;  this
year rejected, the mext in the higheft
efteem; or this year in high rr:pui'c,
the next held ar nothing,  How ma-
ny changes has the blood of Childers
undergone | once the befl, then the
worlt, now cood again! - Where are
the defeendants of Bav Belton, that
once were the terror of their antamn-

nils !



———

[ 17 ]
nifts! Did thefe prevail by the fupe-
riority of their hload, or becaufe their
power and their fabric was fuperior
to the Horles of their time ¢ If any
one afk why Danby Cade was not as
good a racer as any in the kingdom,
the jockey could not impute this de-
fed to his blood 3 butif it fhould be
imputed to his want of proportion,
furely it might be held for a true and
fatisfactory realon.  How many revo-
lutions of fame and credit, have all
fport{men ohferved in thefe H 16 H-

prED families,

Nuaperorss are the examples of
this kind which might be quoted, but
toaccount for this, one fays, The blood
. wore out for want of a proper crofs;
another tells us, That after having
been long in this climate, the blood
degenerates; but thefe realons cannot
be true, becauls, s¢ we feo the ofi-

I {pring
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{pring of all crofles, and of the molt
antient [unilies, occafionally trium-
phunt over the fons of the very lateft
comers, the error then will not be
found in the blood, or in the proper
crofling ; but the defedt will be pro-
duced by the erroncous judgment of
mankind, in putting together the
male and female with improper fhapes;
and while we are loft and blsded by
an imaginary good, the laws of na-
ture ftand revealed ; and we by pay-
ing a proper attention thereto, and
employing our judgment therein,
might wipe this ignis fatuus from the
mind, and fix the truth on a fure
foundation.  Qur obfervation fhews
us, that on the one hand, we may
breed Horles of foreign extraction too
delicate, and too ilight for any la-
bour; and on the other hand, fo
coarfe and clumiey, as to be fitter
for the cart than the race.  Shall we

tELf;:l
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then wonder thefe cannet race, or
fhall we doubt that degrees of imper-
fedtion in the mechanifm, will pro-
duce degrees of imperfedtion in race-
ing ! and when we find fuch deficient,
{hall we ridiculoufly itﬁpt.;te it to a
degenerdcy of that blood, which once
was in the higheft efteem, or to the
want of judgment in him who did
not properly adapt the fhapes of their
progenitors !

Sy arL we confels this, or is the
faule in nature? For though moft
'philﬂfﬂ?hﬁ:s agree, that innate prin-
'tf;ﬁté do not exift, yet we know for
certain, that in the brite creation,
whofe food is plin and fimple, (un-
like luxurious man) the laws of na-
ture are, generally fpeaking, invari-
able and determined. I it fhould
be afked why the fons of the Godal-
phin Arabian were {fuperior to moft

D2z Hortfes
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Horfes of their ume; I anfwer, be-
caufc he had a great power and fyme-
try of parts, (head EJ{CEPtE&;I and a
propriety of length greatly {uperior
to all other Horfes of the fame dia-
meter, that have been lately fcen in
this kingdom; which I do not affert
on my own judgment, but on the o-
pinion of thole whe, 1 believe, un-
derftand Horfes much better than 1
pretend to do: and 'tis very probable,
this Horfe, if he had not been con-
fined to particular Mares, might have
begot better racers than any he did.
On the contrary, I have heard it
urged in behalf of his bloed, that he
was a very mean Horfe in figure, and
that he was kept as a teizer fome
years before he covered.  What does
this prove? I think nothing more,
than that his firft owner did not right-
Iy underftand this kind of Horle, and

that
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that different men differed in their o-
pinions of tlus Horle's tabrc.

[ ¢ any man who doubts this excel-
lence to be in the bleod, fhould afk
how it camesto pafs that we olten fee
two full brothers, onc of which 15 a
good racer, the other indifferent, or
perhaps bad, I know of but two an-
{wers that can be given ; we muft ei-
ther allow this excellence of the bleod
to be partial, or elle we mult fay,
that by putting together a Horle and
a Mare, different in their fhapes, a
feetus may be produced of a happy
form at one time, and at another the
feetus partaking more or lels of the
fhape of either, may not be {o happi-
v formed. Which fhall we do 7 fhall
xik'c impute this difference of goodnefs
in the two brothers, to the difference
of their mechanilm ? or fhall we fay
this perfedion of the blood is partial?

if
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If the latter, then we mult own that
hlood iz not to be relied on, but that
the fyftem of it, and whatever 1
built on that foundation, is precariou:
and uncertain, and therefore falls to
the ground of its own accord. Whilit
this continues to be the rule of breed-
ing, [ mean of putting male and tfe-
male together, with no confideration
but that of blood and a proper crofs,
it is no wonder {o few good racers arc
produced, no wonder mankind are
difappointed in their pleatures and ex-
pectations ; for this prejudice does not
only extend to blood, but even to the
very names of the breeders, and the
country where the Horles are bred,
though it is beyond all doubt, that
the North claims the preference of all
other places in this kingdom; but
that preference is allowed only from
the multplicity or Mares and Stal-

1 1
1
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fions in thefe parts, and from the
number of racers there bred.

I wourp not be thought n this
to prefer my own opinion of fhape
and make to the known goodneifs of
any Stallion, but would prefer the lat-
ter before the opinion of all mankind.
What then? It is not every Horfe
that has teen a good racer will ger
good colis 3 {fome have {uitered too
much in their conftitution by hard
and continual  labour, whilft others
have fome natural infirmity that may
probablv -be entailed on their gene-
ration.

Bur the moft matenal thing in
breeding ail animals, and to which
we pay the lealt regard, either in the

e e - ) .
race of men or Horles, is the cholce
of the female, whe not enly joins 1n

the
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the production of the feetus, but in
the formation of it alfo. And that
the female has even the greateft fhare
in the production of the feetus, will
be proved by this inftance : if you
take a dunghill cock and puttoa game
hen, and alfo put a brother of that
game hen to a fifter of the dunghili
cock, thole chickens bred from the
game hen will be found much fupe-
rior to thofe chickens bred from the

dun ghﬂl hen.

AND here I beg leave to be allowed
{without the imputation of pedantry)
one quotation from Virgil, who is
fuppofed to have well underftood the
laws of nature. In his defeription of
the choice of animals for procreation,
in the third chapter of his Georgic's,
and the 4g9th verie, you will find it
thus written :

i E";:'.i
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“t Seu quis Olympiace miratus premia palma,
“ Pafcit Equos, feu quis fortes ad ararra Juvencos,
“¢ Corpora priecipué matrum legar,™

But if I {hould not efcape the
cenfure of the critics on this occa-
fion, I expeé the thanks of all the
handfome well-made women in the
kingdom, for this hint, who under-
ftand Latn; and where t]EL"{ o not,
I hope their paramours will initil the
meaning of it, as deeply as they can
into them. But to return to the breed
of Horles.

W pay little regard to the mecha-
nifm of the female, or of the Horfe to
which we put her, but generally
cheofe {fome particular Horle for the
{fuke of the crofs, or becaufe he 1s call-
ed an Arabian; whercas, in fndt, cve-
ry Stallion will not be fuited to every

i Mare,
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Mare, but he who has a fine female,
and pudgment enough to adapt her
fhapes with propriety to a fine male,
will always breed the beft racer, let
the fort of blood be what it will, al-
ways {uppofing it to be totally fo-
reign.  The truth of this will be con-
firmed by ouroblervation, which fhews
us, that Horfes do race, and do not
race, of all families and all crofies.

WEe find alfo, thataffinity of blood
in the brute creation, if not continued
too long in the fame channel, is no
impediment to the perfedtion of the
animal, for experience teaches us, it
will hold good many years in the
breed of game cocks., Befides, we
know that Childers, which was per-
haps the beft racer ever bred in this
kingdom, had in his veins a confan-
cuinity of blood; his pedigree in-

furming
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forming us, that his great grandam
was got by Spanker, thedam of which
Mare was alfo the dam of the faid
Spanker.

Ir we inquire a little farther into
the different fpecies of the creation,
we fhall find this principle concern-
ing perfection of fhape ftill more ve-
rified.  Amongft game cocks we {hall
find, that wherefoever power and
propriety of fhape prevails moft, that
fide (condition alike) will generally
prevail.  We {hall find allo, that one
cock perfectly made, will beat two or
three of his own brothers imperfeétly
made. If any man fhould boaft of
the blood of his cocks, and fay that
the uncommon virtue ol this ani-
mal, which we call game, is mnate, 1
anfwer no, lor that cll principles, and
all ideas arife from fenfation and re-

flection, and are therefore acquired.
E 2 Wi
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We perceive this fpirit of fighting
in pame chicken, which they exert
occafionally from their infaney ; even
fo it is amongft dunghill chickens,
though not carried to that degree of
perfeverance.

Wuen arrived at matunity, we
lee thefe different birds will {hill
continue to fight if they meet; if
I fhould be afked why the perle-
verance of fighting in one does not
continug to death, as in the other, I
anfwer, that from a different texture
of the orpans of the body, different
tenfations will arile, and confequent-
ly different effects be produced ; and
this will be proved by inftances
from the beft of thole very cocks
which are called game, who (it is
well known) when they f{uffer a va-

riation
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riation in their texture, or as cockers
term it, become rotten, run away
themfelves, and their defeendants al-
{o; which fenfation of fear could not
be produced by any alteration in the
body, if this principle of game was
mnate.

AnmonNcsT men, do we not per-
ceive agility and ftrength ftand forth
confeffed in the fabric of their bo-
dies ? Do not even the paflions and
plealures of mankind greatly depend
on the oreans of their bodies? A-
mongft dogs, we fhall find the fox-
hound prevailing over all others in
{fpeed and in bottom; but if not
in {pced, in bottom at lealt 1 hope
it will be allowed. To what fhall
we impute this perfection n him ?
fhall we impute it to his blood, or
to that elegance of form in which

15
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is found no unnecefiary weight to
opprefs the mufcles, or detra® from
his ability of perfeverance ? if to
blood, from whence fhall we de-
duce it? or from what origin Is it
derived ? Surely no man means more,
when he talks of the blood of fox.
hounds, than to intimate that they
are defeended from fuch, whofe an-
ceftors have been eminent for their
good qualifications, and have {hone
confpicuous in the front of the pack
for many generations.

Bur allowing this yftem of blood
to exift in hounds and Horfes, let us
confider how inconfiftently and dif-
ﬁ:rr:nﬂ_',r we act with refpect to each :
with reflpe@ to hounds, if when ar-
rived at maturity, we think them
ill {haped and loofely made, we at
once dilpofe of them without any

trial,
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trial, well knowing tth' will not
anfwer our expectations : whereas,
in Horfes, let the {hape e what
it will, we are perfuaded to train,
becaufc the jockey {fays they are
very H1cH-BRED. If we now com-
pare the blood of Horfes with that
of dogs, fhall not we find the cafeto
be fimilar ? will not the origin be as
uncertain in Horfes as in dogs? It is
true, in fome foreign countries they
have long pedigrees of their Horfes
as well as we, but what prools have
they themlclves of this excelience
of the blood in one Horfe more than
another of the fame country ¢ I never
heard they made any trial of their
Horfes in the racing way, but 1
they did, their decilion would be
as uncertain as ours with refpedt
to the blood, becaunle their  deci-
fion muft be determined by cvents

alone,
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alone, and therefore, by no means
a proper foundation  whereon 1o
build a {yftem, or eftablith a fact,
which can be accounted for by
caules.

Tue jockeys have an expreffion
which, if this {yftem be true, is
the moft fenfclefs imaginable: 1
have heard it often faid, Such a
Horfe has {peed enough if his heart
do but lie in the right place. In
anfwer to  this, let us confider a
Horfe as a piece of animated ma-
chinery (for it is in reality no
other); let us fet this piece of ma-
chinery going, and ftrain the works
of it; if the works are are not a-
nalogous to each other, will not
the weakeft give way? and when
that happens, will not the whole
be out of tune? But if we fuppole

5
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a piece of machinery, whofe works
bear a true proportion and analogy
to each other, thefe will bear 2 areat-
er flrefs, will aét with greater force,
more regularity and continuance of
tume. If it be objected, that foreign
Horfes feldom race themfelves, and
therefore it muft be in the blood,
I think nothing more eafily anfwered;
for we {eldom fee any of thefe Horfes
fent us from abroa d efpecially from
Arabia, but what are more or lefs
dilproportioned, crooked, and de-
formed in fome part or other; and
when we fee this deformity of thape,
can we any longer wonder at their
inability of racing : add to this, ma-
ny of them are pethaps full-aged
before they arrive in this ]\i_}gdnm;
whereas, it is generally underftecd,
that a proper training from hie vouth
is neceffary to form a good racer,

H Bur
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Bur be thiz as it will, let us con-
{ider how 1t happens, that thefe awk-
vard, crols-thaped, difproportioned
Horfes, {feemingly contrary to the laws
of nature, beget Horles of much finer
fhapes than themfcives, as we datly fee
produced in this Kingdom.  And here
Iacknowledpe myfelf to have been
fong at a lofs how tw account for this

feeming dithculty.

I uwave been olen converfant with
traveiers, concerning the nature and
breed of thele Horfes; few of whom

could give any account of the matter,
irum having had no tafle thaein, or
any debght in diat animal; Due, at
length, I becan:c m_allm aited with a
gentleman of undoubted  veracity
wiwic word may be relied on, whofe
taite and judoment in Horles 15 infe-
roo 0 Lo man's.

Hre
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Hr fays, that having {pent a con-
{iderabic part of his lic at Seanderoon
and Alleppo, he frequently made ex-
curiions amongft the Arabs; excited
by curlofity, as weli as to cratity his
pleafures.  (The Arabs, here meant,
arc fubjedts of the grand [tignior, and
receive o fHipend from that court, to
keep the wild Arabs in awe, who are
a fierce banditel, and live by plunder.)

Ie fuys allo, that thede fupendiary
Arabs are a very worthy {et of people,
exactly refembling another worthy fet
of people we have in England called
Lawyeis; for that they reccive foes
from both partics; and when they
can do it with impunity, occafionally

1 e rem i I'_ I
tob themivlves,  Thele Arvabs encamp

bers, and with them moves all Lhicir
houfholl ; that thefe people keep num-
bers of greyhounds, for the fake of

F 2 courling
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courfing the game and procuring their
fubfiftance: and that he has ofien
been with parties for the fake of
courfing amengft thofe people, and
continued with them occafionally for
a confiderable {pace of time. That
by them you are furnithed with dogs
and horfes 3 for the ufe of which you
give them a reward. He {ays they
live all together ; men, horfes, dogs,
colts, women, and children. That
thefe colts, having ne green herbage
to feed upon when taken from the
Mare, are brought up by hand, and
live as the children do; and that the
older Horfes have no other food, than
ftraw and ch ped barley, which thefe
Arabs procure {rom the villages moft
adjacent to thelr encampments, The
coits, he fays, run abeut with their
dams on al] cxpeditions, till weaned ;
for that it is the cuftom of the Arabs

to
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to ride their mares, as thinking them
the fleeteft, and not their horfes ;
from whence we may infer, that the
mare colts are beft fed and taken care
of. That if you afk one of thefe
bandittt to {ell his mare, his anfwer
15, that on her fpeed depends his own
head. He fays alfo, the flone colts
are fo little regarded, that it is diffi-
-ult to find a Horfe of any twlerable
fize and fhape amongft them.

i

17 this then is the cale, {hall we
be any longer at a lofs to account for
the deformity of an animal, who,
from his infancy, is neglected, flarved,
and dried up, for want of juices? or
(hall we wonder that his offspring,
produced in a land of plenty, of
whom the greateft care is taken, who
is defended from the extremity of
heat and eold, whelfe food is never

limited,
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hmitted, and whofe vefiels are filled
with the juices of the fweeteft herb-
ape, fhall we wonder, Ifay, that his
oftspring, {o brought up, fhould ac-
quite a more pericét fhape and fize
than his progenitor? or if the Sire is
not able to race, fhall we wonder that
the Son, whofe {hape is more perfedt,
fhould excel his Sire in all perform-
ances ¢

But there 15 another reafon why
many of the very fineft of thefe fo-
reirn Horles cannot race : our obferva-
tion of them will fhew us, that though
their fhoulders in general exceedingly
incline backwards, yet their tore-legs
ftand very much under them 5 but in
dificrent Horfes this pofition is more
or lefs obfervable.  This, (when I
confidered the laws of nature) ap-
peared to me the greateft imperfec-

tion
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tion a Stallion could poflibly have :
but when this eentleman  informed
me it was the cultom of the Turks
always to keep each fore-leg of the
Horfe chained to the hinder one, of
cach fide, when not ina&ion, 1 no
longer confidered it as a natural, but
an acquired imperic@ion. Shall we
now wonder that fuch an one, though
ever fo well made in other refpedts,
cannot race in {pite of all his blood ?
But the cuftom of the Arabs in this
refpect, he fays, his memory does not
extend to. I wcll remember this to
be the cale of the Godolphin Ara-
bian when I faw him, who flood
bent at knees, and with his fore-
legs trembling under him: fuch i
the cale of Molco's grey Torfe in
{Uﬂ'i:..f ‘.IiL-'gl_E:‘- .]ﬂ our {::J::ltr_}’ Wiz
frequently fce Horfes fland pawing
their lLitter under them with  their

fore-
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fore-feet ; our cuftom to prevent it
is to put hobbles on their fore-legs,
and this will produce the fame pofi-
tion in a greater or lefs degree,
though net {o confpicuous as in fome
of thofe foreicn Horfes, who have
been habituated from their youth to
this confined method of flanding.
His royal lnghnefs the duke of Cum-
berland has a very remarkable in-
flance of this, in a Horfe called
Muley Ithmacl, which is otherwife,
the moift elegant Horle T ever yet
beheld.  Whether thiz pofition is na-
tural or acquired, will be beft de-
termined by his produce.  Suppofe
now this Horfe fhould be tried,
and found no racer, {hall he be
condemned as a Stallion, and the
fault imputed to his bicod; or on
the other hand, 1if his colts are
firait upon their legs, and found to

be
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be good racers, thall the perfection
of fuch colt be imputed to the blood
of the father, when we can account
for {fpeed 1 the one, and the want
of it in the other, from the different
attitude of each Horfe ? We are
further acquainted, that the Horfes
we call Turks, are in ICﬂHt}r Arabs;
that the true Turkith Horfe, i1s a
large, heavy, majeftic animal, of no
{peed, defigned to ride on for ftate
and grandeur ; that it is the cuf-
tom of the bafhaws in Arabia oc-
cafionally to choole, from their pro-
vinces, fuch colts as they like, and
fend them to the grand ff:igniﬂr'a
{tables, which they do at their own
price, and which the Arabs, who
breed them, look upon as a very
great hardfhip. Thefe colts are a-
gain picked and culled, after hav-
ing been {ome time in the grand

G lcignior’s
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feignior’s ftables, and the refule dif-
pofed of at his pleafure, fo that the
fine Horles found in the Pﬂﬁt{ﬁﬂn
of the Turks, arc either fome of
thefe which are caft from the grand
{eignior’s ftables, or which the Turks
buy from the Arabs whilft they are
}'ﬂll_]ﬂg. A!]E{ hﬂ ﬂl]'ﬂ]f_‘f E.Equa:t!}t& s
with the reafon why the Turks choofe
thefe Arabian Horles when young,
becaufe, if continued long in the
hands of the Arabs, they are fmall,
flunted, and deformed in fhape ;
whereas, when brought into Turkey,
a land of greater plenty than the de-
{erts of Arabia, they acquire a greater
lai'i'i'L'itiun both of fize and fhape.
Now, whether thefe Turks and A-
rabs are of the fame or different ex-
traction, may perhaps be very little
to our purpofe; but it is abfurd to
fuppele that providence has beftow-

ed
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cd a virtue on a part only of this
fpecies produced in any one country,
(which fpecies was undoubtedly de-
figned for the ule of man) and that
mankind fhould not be able, in any
age, to determine with precifion this
virtue, or fix any criterion, whereby
to judge with any certainty,

SeeinG then, this is the cafe,
how f{hall we account for the va-
rious perfection and imperfection in
the breed of thefe foreign Horfes ;
for we perceive it not determined
to thoic of Turkey, Barbary, or A-
rabia, but from each of thele coun-
trics, {fome good, {fome bad Stallions
are fent us? What (hall we do?
Shall we continue to impute it to the
good old phrafe of blocd, the parti-
cular virtue of which, no man cver

G z yet
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vet could alcertain, in any one par-
ticular inftance, {ince Horles were firft
created ! or fhall we fay that nature
has given thefe foreign Horfes a finer
texture, a finer attitude, and more
power than any other Horfes we
know of ; and that thefe very Horf-
es, and their defeendants always did,
and always will fur pals cach other
in {peed and bottom, according to
their different degrees of power, fhape,
ciegance, and proportion 7 But there
1s alio a certain length determined to
fome particular parts of this animal,
ablolutely neceflary to velocity, of
the particularity and  propriety of
which length, all jt.’iLh{..m appear to
be mtirely ignorant, irom the la-
qtude of their exprefiion, which
that a racer muft have length fome-
where,

I
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I+ I might now be allowed to
give my opinion of this propriety
of length, T fhould fay it confift-
ed in the depth and declivity of the
fhoulders, and in the length of the
quarters and thighs, and the infertion
of the mulfcles thereof. The cffe& of
the different pofition or attitude of the
fhoulders in all Horfes, is very demon-
ftrable : if we confider the motion
of a thoulder, we fhall find it li-
mited to a certan dcgrf:ﬂ by the
lizamentousand tendinous parts, which
confine it to its proper {phere of adt-

ing ; fo that il the fhoulder fland
upright, the Horfe will not be able
to put his toes far before him, but
will acquire only fuch a particular
degree of fpace at cach flep or move-
ment; but if the fhoulders have a
declivity in them, he cannot only put
his toes farther belore hum, but a

gw::a.t::r
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greater purchafe of ground will be
obtained at every frake.

Tue certainty of this effe&t in
the declivity of the f{houlders will
be known by every man’s obferva-
tion; and it is alfo cafily demon-
ftrated by the principles of mecha-
nics, by which we learn, that if
a weight is applied to a pulley, in
order to fhut a door, and that
weight be allowed o fall imme-
diately and perpendicularly from the
door, 1t will not pull it too with
that velocity as it will do if an angle
be acquired, and the weight  pafs
over a wheel removed to g very
little diftance from the door.

NeverTuELESS, there is no oo~
neral rule without exception, {or
we now and then find a2 Horfe to be

g
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a good racer, who has not this de-
clivity in his fhoulders, but from a
length in his thighs and quarters has
a fufficient fhare of fpeed. Add to
this, there is another advantage ob-
tained to the Horle befides velocity
by this declivity of the fhoulders, for
his weight 1s removed farther back,
and placed more in the center of his
body, by which an equilibrium is
acquired, and every mulcle bears a
more equal fhare of weight and
action ; fo that the nearer the articu-
lation of the quarters approach to
the fuperior part of the fhoulders,
fo much the fhorter will the back
be, and as much more expanded as
the cheft is, fo much ftronger will
the animal be, and will alfo have a
larger {pace for the organs of refpi-
ration to exert themielves.

Bur
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Bu T I'would not be underftood to
mean, that the fhortnefs of the back,
or capacity of the cheft, will confti-
tute a racer ; far from it : but that in
any given and proportioned length,
from the bofom of the Horfe to the
fetting on of the dock, the nearer the
fuperior points of the fhoulders ap-
proach to the quarters, fo much better
able will the carcafe be to fuftain and
bring through the weight ; and as
much as the fhoulders themfelves pre-
varll in depth, and the quarters and
thighs in length, fo much greater will
be the velocity of the Horfe, becaufe
a greater purchafe of ground is herehy
obtained at cvary ftroke,

It is by this propriety of length,
ftrength of carcale, and the power of

the mufcles, rh:lrﬂu'cign Horfes excel
11 1

i otiers, and it is by the fime advan-

I;i,_:f 3
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tages they excel each other alfo, and
not by any innate virtue, or principle
of the mind, which muft be under-
ftood by the word blood, if any thing
at all is intended to be underftocd by
it; and this is a truth every man
would be convinced of, it he would
diveft himfelf of partiality to particu-
lar blood, and confide in his own ob-
{fervation of Horles and ther perform-
ANCES.

Sepeury was an inftance of this
great power, in whom we find all the
mufcles rifing very luxuriant, and with
a remarkable prominence. The fa-
mous Childers was a like inftance of
it. Thefle two Horfes were remark-
ably good, but we have been abfurd
enough 1o condemn the blood of both
at various times; in one, becaule he
had bad feetr, and entailed that de-
Y fect
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fect on the generality of his offspring ; |
in the other, becaule moft people who |
bred from that lineare, were runnine |

v ,% |
mad after a proper -:mfs, when th{:].r
fhould have been employed in think-
ing only of propriety of I];;apl:.

I awm very far from defiring to be
thought a fuperior Judge of this ani-
mal, but I will be bold to fay, thar
according to thele principles of length
and pewer, there never was o Horle
(at feaft that T have feen) fo well en-
titled to get racers as the Godolphin
Arabian ; for whoever has feen this
Horle, mult remember that his thoul-
ders were deeper, and lay farther into
his back, than any Herfe's ever yet
feen s behind the (houlders, there was
but a very fmall fpace; before, the
mufcles of his loin: rofe excefirvely
high, broad, and expanded, which

MO
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were inierted into his quarters with
greater {trength and power than in
any Horfe T bdicve ever yet feen of
Lis dimenfions. I we now confider
the plainnels of his head and ears, the
pofition of his {ore-legs, and his ftint-
cd growth, occafioned by the want
of food in the country where he was
bred, it is not to be wondered at, that
the excellence of this Horle's thape,
which we fe only in miniature, and
therefore imperfectly, was not fo ma-
nifeft and apparent to the perception
ol fome men as of others,

I+ has been faid, that the fons
of the Godolphin Arabian had better
wind than other Horfes, and that
this periection of the wind was
in the blond. DBut wihen we con-

X IR 1 I e
{ldL’T aiy baorie thus mis 11[11[.,-.1.&1:{
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made, whofe lcavers acguire more
2 purchalfe,
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purchafe, and whofe powers are
ftronger than his adverfaries, fuch
a Horfe will be enabled by this
fuperiority of mechanifm, to ad
with greater facility, and therefore
it is no wonder that the organs
of refpiration (if not confined or
ftraitened more than his adverfa-
ries) fhould be lefs fatigued,  Sup-
pole now, we take ten mares of the
fame, or different blood, all which
is  held equally good, when the
Mares are covered, and have been
cfteemed fo long before, and put
to this Godolphin Arabian, let us
fuppofe fome of the colts to be
good racers, and  others VEry in-
tericr to them; fhall we condemn
the blood of thefe mares which
produced the inferior Horfes? IF lo,
we fhall never know what grood
blood 15, er where it is to be found,

or
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or ever act with any certainty in
the prupﬁgﬂti{m of this {pecies, and
it is this ridiculous opinion alone of
blood, that deceives mankind {o
much 1n the breed of racers. If
we afk the jﬂEkE}f the caufe of this
difference in the performance of thele
brothers, he (willing to account
fome how for it) readily anfwers,
that the blood did not nick ; but
will a wife and reafoning man,
who ferioufly endeavours to account
for this difference, be content with
fuch a vague, unmeaning anfwer,
when, by applying his attention to
matters of faé¢t, and his obfervation
to the different mechanifim of thefe
brothers, the difference of their per-
formance is not only rationally, but
demonftratively acceunted for ?

Bur
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Bur if this cxcellence of the
racer fhould really be in the blood,
or what is called the proper nick-
ing of it, I muft fay, it is a mat-
ter of great wonder to me, that

blood of the Godolphin Ara-
bizn, who was a confined Stallion,
and had but few Mares, fhould
nick {o well as to produce fo many
excellent racers; and that the blood
of his fon Cade, who has had fuch
a number of Mares, and thofe, per-
haps, the very beft in the kingdom,
thould not nick any better than it
feems to have done; for I do not
conceive the performances of the
fons of Cade to have been equal
m any relpect to the {ons of the
Godolphin Arabian ; though I do not
pretend to determine this myfelf, but
fhall leave it to the opinion ol
manlkind.

ThHE



[ 55]

T e queftion then is, whether this
excellence of Horfes 1s in the blood or
the mechaniim ; whoever is for blood,
let him take two brothers of any {ort
or kind, and breed one up in plenty,
the other upon a barren heath; I
fancy he will find, that a different
mechaniim of the body will be ac-
quired to the two brothers by the dii-
ference of their living, and that the
blood of him brought up on the bar-
ren heath, will not be able to contend
with the mechaniim of the other,
brought up in a land of plenty. Now
if thas difference of thape will make
a difference in the performance of the
animal, it will be juft the fame thing
in its confequences, whether this 1m-
perfeétion of fhape be produced by
fcarcity of food, or entailed by the
laws of nature ; if fo, does it fignily
whether the colt be gor by Tuvk,

Barby,
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Barb, or Arab, or what kind of bload
his dam be of ? or where (hall we find
one certain proof of the efficacy of
blood in any Horfe produced in any
age or any country, indcpendent of
the laws of mechanics ?

Ir it Thould be urged, that thelc
foreign Horfes get better colts- than
their defcendants, that therefore the
blood of foreign ones is beft, T an-
fwer, noj for that according to the
number of foreign Stallions we have
had in this kingdom, there have been
more reputed and really bad than
good oncs, which would not happen
in the cafe of Horles, who come from
the fame country, and arcof the fame
extraction, if this goodnels was in the
blood only. But the true reafon why
fur&ign Horics get better colts than
their defcendants, if they do get bet-

ter,
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ter, is that (mechanifm alike) their
defcendants from which we breed,
are generally fuch Horfes as have been
thoroughly tried, confequently much
ftrained, and gone through ftrong la-
bour and fatigue ; whereas the fo-
reigh Horfe has perhaps feldom or
ever known what labour was; for
we find the Turk a fober grave per-
{on, always ndine a foot pace, cxcept
on emergencies, and the Arab prefer-
ing his Mare to his Horfe for ufe and
fervice.  As a proof of this truth, let
us take two filter hound bitches, and
ward them both with the fame dog ;
let us fuppﬂﬂ": one bitch to have run in
the pack, and the other by fome ac-
cident not to have worked at all, 1t
will be found that the offspring of
her who has never worked, will be
much fuperior to the offspring of her
who has run in the pack.

ALL
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Avre I have now to alk of my
brother jockeys is, that for the fu-
ture, when fpeaking of thefe Horles,
they will, inftead of the phrafe
H1GH-BRED, {ay only well-bred, and
that they will not even then be un-
derftood to mean any thing more
by it, than that they are defcend-
ed from a race of Horfes, whole
attions have eftablifhed their good-
nefs: and  that T may have leave
to pr{.‘ﬁ:‘r my npiniml of the me-
chanical powers of a Horle, to all
their opinions concerning bloed,
which is in reality no more than
a vain chimera. If thefe things
ar¢ fo, have not we and our fore-
fathers been hoodwinked all our
days by the prevalence of a ridi-
culous cuftom, and miftaken [y{-
tem, when by confuliing our own
reafon and underflanding, this mift

ol
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of error had fled before it? 1f
this mechanical power was con-
ﬁd&rﬁd as it Gught o I]E, 1t would
excite a proper emulation amongft
all breeders: and when the excel-
lence in the breed of Horfes was
found to be the effeé of judgment,
and not of chance, there would be
more merit as well as more plea-
fure in having bred a fuperior Horfe.
Add to this, mankind by applying
their attention to this mechaniim
of animals, would improve their
judgment in the laws of nature,
and it would not only produce a
much better breed of racers than
any we have yet feen, but the good
of it would extend to all forts of
Horfes throughout the kingdom of
what kind foever. It is a cruel
thing to fay, but yet a very trug
one, that amongft the prefent breed

I 2 of
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of Horfes in this nation, a man of
any tolerable judgment can hardly find
one inhity fit for his purpofle, whe-
ther defigned to draw or ride ; where-
as if the purchafers would endeavour
to make themfelves malters of this
mechanifm, the breeders of every
kind of Horfes muft confult it alio,
or keep their ufelels ones in their own
‘hands, which I conceive would be a
proper punifhment for their igno-
Falce.

A~ now the author appeals not
to the illiterate and unlearned (whole
obitinacy 1s too great to receive 1n-
ftruction, and whofe prejudices are
too ftrong to be obliterated by any
reafons) but to the candid and im-
partial inquiry of reafoning and un-
prejudiced men into thefe principles,
and hopes this may be a means of ex-

~.'-;11rr
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citing fome more able pen, to vindi-
cate a truth fo many ages buried in
darknefs. If aught conducive to the
pleafure or ufe of mankind fhall ac-
cruc from thefe hints, he will think
himfelf happy; on the other hand, if
the principles here advanced {hould
prove CITONCOuS, and any man be
kind cnough to point out the fallacy
of them, he will Lifs the rod with
chearfulnels and fubmiffion.

F I N 1 5
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A
SYSTEM of FARRIERY,
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Bur a recital of fuch Faéts as have oceurred to the
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eafes and Lamenefles, imputed ro this Animal,
are imaginary ; fo that by diftinguithing real
from imaginary diforders, we fhall be able to
find a certain Cure for many Diforders at pre-
{ent held incurable; that almoft all Lamenels is
in the foot; together with a certain and eafy
method of curing all fuch Lamenels, except in
fome particular cafes, where the reafon wall be
given why fome are incurable ; with Diredtions
how to manage Colts ar grafs, from ther
youth upwards, to prevent their turning out
their toes ; together with a proper method of
Shocing {ner @ General ene,) becaufe from the
different texture of Horfes feet, no general and
univerfal method can take place; but whefo-
ever will apply his attention to the different na-
ture of feet, and follow alfo the dictates of Na-
ture, will always be the beft fhoer, whether he
ferved his apprenticethip to John 3 Noakes or
the Seiur La Foffe,  The abule of firing Horfes
confidered, and 2 moft Pl‘ﬂ'bﬂblﬂ method will
be fhewn (with all deference to the Legiflature
and the= [._:u]_ﬁ:_-ge of Pi!;_ll].{iﬂn?r] Elf curing the
]:I'j.ﬂ:fmpgr amDnEE the i:rl:'l'l.'.':d L’ﬂ[.[lf.'.
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