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Circular Bulletin N o. 68 

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE 
Of Agriculture and Applied Science 

East Lansing, Michigan 

The Cherry Leaf-Beetle 

By R. H. PETTIT 

June, 1925 

An insect that has been common 011 wild pin-cherry, or as it is sometimes 
known, the fire-cherry, ever sinc(' ea rly timC's, is the red cherry leaf­
beetle, (Galerucella cavicollis). Wild chen,)' is plentiful in the cut-over and 
burned-over districts of Northern Michigan , and following the successful 
production of both sweet and SO liI' clwl'l'iC':-; in this part of the state, the 
beetle has accepted the cultivated variet ies for feeding purposes, often 
seriously injuring the orchards. 

The insect is a small, dark-red JwetlC', a li ttle l es~ t.han a quarter of an 
inch long, oval in form and with dark markings on the body and legs. 

Fig. i.- Cherry Leaf-BooLle, Enlarged. 

Life History. Late in J\1ay 01' early in June the adult beetles come out 
from their winter hiding places,- usually from under fallen leaves and 
rubbish of all sorts and commence feeding on the cherry leaves, usually 



n a wlillg up t,\w trunk:-; o f th e t rC' ()s, llll t it wa rlll wea the r l' e n (kl' :-; t lw llt 
a ctive, afte r whi ch t h ey Ay m o re freely . H 01('s a rc eate ll in t he leaves 
lI ,'mally fro m the under swjace . D uring .J unc , .1 uly , a nd pa lt of A ugus t , 
('gg:-; a rc la ie! just und er t he Rurface of t he :-;oil a ne! froln late .JUl\ C' 0 11 t hrougll 
Augu st , t h e egg:-; hatch ill to sm a ll gru bs whi ch feed o n t he leaves, (' at ill/!: 
Jlllmbc;·:-; o f :-; rna ll holefi t here in a nd fin a lly ret. irin g fo r a :-; hort. di st.a ll ce 
un e! er th e so il FiUrfacc 0 1' ullcl e r leaf-mold , a f k r whi eh ('ac h o ll e fo rms a 
cell ill wbich pupatio n oecurs and from whi ch fin a ll y em e rges a ll a dul t 
heetle durin g late .J ul y o r A ugll :-;t . 

Fro m t hi s t illle to a bo u t t he fir f-it of October t he lH'dle fc()d s Oil ( ~ h (-) IT Y 
folia ge afte r which t illlC' i t, c raw l:-; a way under r ub b is ll or in to lea f-llloid f~ r 
hibe rn atio n over winte r . 

It a p pears t hat while t lw che rry -leaf heet le feud s hoth 0 11 wild pill -cll ('IT.V 
a ne! O il t h e cul t ivated va ri et. ies , still in o rder fo r t he la rvae to pupate, it is 
ll('c('ssa ry t hat t he last la rval stage be pafised o n t he "" ild che lTY. Th N ('­
fo rE', t.Iw pr<'S() llCe o f wilcl pill-che rry is esse n t ia l t. () t il(' v(' ry e xi st, ( ~ ll (~(~ o f t he 
pest a nd thNdo r(' , as OIl(' would expeet i t is serio us o llly ill loca li t ics whc rc 
til(' pi Il-elwrry is pl ('n t if u I. 

Control. Th e ('O J) t rol o f t ile ch e rry lea f-h ee tl e ('c\,/l o rd i Il a ri Iy he 
Ill"o ug h t a hou t. by a spray o f a rse nate of lead , a ppli ed ill tl w ordin a ry way , 
ll s in g hvo po ullds of t lw d ry powde red po isoll to J 00 ga ll o ll s o f waU' r , o r 
of bordeaux, a nd ap pl ied as a spra./J directed ujJ l(l (( rdlro /Jl, beneath , rC' lll Pmhe r­
io g t h at h oth la r vae and a dul ts feed a lmost ex elu s ivd y O il t lw und e r 
s urfaces o f t he leaves. 

T'h(' t ime to a p p ly t h (' poi so ll is whe ll t. he IweLl('s .first a ppea r i It l\ l ay o r 
J llll e, befo]"(' t he f rui t get,s t.oo la rg<'. A ll ot ll( ' r sp ray lllay l )(~ p u t o n a fte r 
th e cmp is pi ek C' d ill o rder to kill t il t, la r va(~ a lld a dul ts t hat CO Ul(' in o r 
Imt.e h o u t late'r . 

'1',1(' p rox imity of Humbe rs of wild e h (~ rry L l"( , t~S is to he avoided wilell 
poss ible' , a nd t he dest ruet iol1 of ruh b ish ,- fa ll (,ll leaves ct a l. a fte r t he 
bed.lcs h ave gO lle in to win ter qua r ter s will prove h el pful. 


