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Emerald ash borer adu lt 

Treatment Considerations 

Because of the expense of 

yearly treatments, it is 

important to weigh the 
decision to treat carefully. 

Consider the value of the 
tree in relation to treatment 

costs. Also consider the 

health of the tree. Research 

suggests that insecticide 
treatments may be able to 
save infested trees exhibit-

ing low to moderate Healthy ash tree: no dieback. 

dieback (20 to 40 percent), 

but the outcome is less certain than with healthy trees 

showing little or no sign of infestation. 

Several insecticide products are available to homeowners 

for control of emerald ash borer (EAB). Treatments are 

needed every year to protect trees from EAB. Treatments 

are recommended only for homeowners in the quarantined 
area; it is not necessary to treat ash trees outside of this 

area. Treatments may be more effective if overall tree 

health is maintained. Therefore, it is important to fertilize 

trees in the fall or spring and water regularly. 

Treatment Options 

The insecticide product 
available for home use 

is Bayer Advanced 

Garden ™ Tree and 

Shrub Insect Control. 
For additional treatment 

options, contact a local 
professional arborist. 

Caution: read all label 

instructions before using 

any pesticide, avoid skin 

contact, and store pesti- Ash tree exhibiting 40 percent 

cides where children dieback. 

cannot reach them. 

Type of application 
and instructions 

Imidacloprid Bayer Advanced Garden ™ 
Tree and Shrub Insect 
Control 

May to 
ea rly June 

Soil drench 

Mix with water and drench 
around base of tree 
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Application of soil drench around tree base. 

Product Descriptions 

Bayer Advanced Garden ™ Tree and Shrub Insect 

Control is a systemic insecticide applied as a soil 

drench around the base of a tree. There are several 

Bayer Advanced Garden ™ products - be sure to pur­

chase the one with IITree and Shrub ll in large print on 

the label and imidacloprid as the active ingredient. 

Label instructions say to use 1 ounce of the insecticide 

for every inch of distance around the tree trunk (cir­

cumference). Applications should be made in Mayor 

early June. This product is available at most local hard­

ware and garden stores. More information about the 

product is available at www.bayeradvanced.com. 

Treatment Recommendations 

• Research results indicate that the soil drench 

provides excellent protection for small ash trees 

(less than 6 inches in diameter at breast height) in 

the first year following treatment, but larger trees 

may require two years of treatment before they are 

protected. Therefore, it is important to begin treat­

ing large trees before they become infested. 

Treatment must continue each year. 

• At sites where infested ash trees have been treated 

with a soil drench for 3 years, about half of the trees 

survived and look very healthy; the other half have 

died. These trees were heavily infested when the test 

began. Better results are possible if treatments beg in 

a year or two earlier. 

• Note: Homeowners may also contact tree care pro­
fessionals to treat their trees. Professionals have 

access to some products that are not available to 
homeowners. Michigan State University does not 

endorse the insecticide products discussed in the 

bulletin over other options. These products are 
discussed because they have been evaluated in 
MSU research tests on emerald ash borer. 
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For more information, visit : 

www.emeraldashborer.info. 

MICHIGAN STATE 
U N IV E RSITY 

EXTENSION 

M SU is an affirmati ve-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 
national origin , gende r, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexua l orientation, marita l sta tu s, or family status . • Issued in furtherance of Extension work in agricul­
ture and home econom ics, acts of May 8 and June 30,1914, in coope ration with t he U.S Departm ent of Agriculture. Thomas G . Coon, Extension director, M ichigan 
State Un ive rsity, E. Lansi ng, M I 48824 . • Th is in formation is for educat iona l purposes o nly. References to commerc ial products or trade names do not imp ly endorse­
ment by M SU Extension o r bias aga inst those not mentioned. This bu ll etin becomes publi c property upon publication and may be printed verbatim w ith cred it to 
M SU. Reprinting cannot be used to endorse o r advert ise a commercial product or compa ny. Revised - 3:07 


