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Cobb Returning — The Grange
Yisitor.

Bro.

A card, mailed at Plattsmouth, Neb.,
May 7th, brings the welcome news that
Bro. and Sister Cobb are returning from

reach home before the type of this num-
ber of the VisiTor will have touched
the printer’s ink.

‘We infer that the editor will return
refreshed and invigorated, by inbaling
the exhilarating breezes of the Pacific
and the Sierra Nevada, and after a few
days rest, be prepared to resume work
with his aceustomed energy and push:
and with this number we shall return to
his hands the trust temporarily con-
fided to us. Our time has been so severe-
ly taxed with a multiplicity of official
duties, during his absence, that we have
found it imposyible to give that time to
editorial work which the interests of
the Visrror demand; yet we have en-
deavored to fill its columns with matter
not only interesting, but useful and
practical.

We feel grateful to its patrons for
their generous forbearance with our
short comings, as well as to those who
have encouraged us by their words of
cheer and approval. We also iake this
occasion to express our gratitude to the
several correspondents, who have con-
tributed to its columns, and thereby
helped to keep up that interest, and
bond of unity, between the Subordinate
Granges, and the County, State and
National Organizations, which is so
essential to our prosperity as an Order.

Do not infer that, because some of
your articles have not yet appeared in
its columns they have all gone to the
waste basket. They are carefully filed»
and will be placed in the hands ot the
editor, to be used when the busy season
of active farm operations and household
duties will compel many pens to lie
idle. Therefore, write when you have
leisure, and your articles will be ready
when there is room for them, and when
they will certainly be needed.

Patrons of Michigan, this is your pa-
per, and the only one published in our
State in which you are partners in the
business, shareholders in the stock of
the concern. If it does not represent
your interests, you have the power to
change its management, and its teach-
ings. o4

‘We have other valuable and worthy
papers published in the interests of Ag-
riculture, friendly and true to our Or-
der, and deserving of our support. We
cannot do without them ; but this little
sheet is ours, and should stand first on
the list of our family papers. That it
is appreciated by the members of our
Order, its wide circulation demon-
strates. But instead of a regular issue
of five thousand copies, it should be
double that number, and will be, if the
proper effort is made hy our members to
obtain subscribers.

If we will look over the list of papers
which we now sapport, we will be sur-
prized to see how few of them are out-
spoken friends of our Osganization.

In ourseveral State papers we find
every item of news, which sharp and
ever watchful reporters are able to col-
lect from almost every conceivable
source, exeept such as relate to the
work and progress of the farmers’ great

organization, fully and minutely report-

their western tour, and will probably |

| how many of the farmers’ picnics and

| support only to such papers as recognize

ed. The work of all conventions, do-
ings of public gatherings, and mass
meetings of every other order, associa-
tion, or organization, is published; but

mass-meetings. held in almost every
County and neighborhood in the State
the past year, and addressed by promi-
nent citizens of this and other States,
were even noticed by some of them ? 1

If we would be respected, we must |
respect ourselves. If we desire friends
to stand by us, we must stand by them.
If we would have our rights recognized
by the public press, we must give our

us and our interests. This weeding out
process should begin at once, and be
thorough.

Patrons, speak a good word for the
ViIsITOR among your friends and neigh-
bors. Ask them to try it, the last six
months of the present year for twenty-
five cents.

THE article on  Common Schools "’ |
was somewhat mixed by the printer, |
in ** making-up” the Jast number. Af-
ter the italicised words ** competent to,”
in the center of the article, four lines
were inserted which should have ap-
peared seventeen lines lower down.

Gonmunications,

BERRIEN CENTRE, Mich.,
May 10, 1880.
Bro. J. T. Cobb :

T am very much pleased to see how
ably almost every subject that interests
the farmer is being discussed in the
VIsITOR. But there is one subject that
concerns the farmer financially more,
perhaps, than any other one subject—
which is not being discussed in the
VISITOR as I think it should be. This
is the subject of fencing.

While our country was new and a
great deal of it unimproved, the farmer
needed all the cleared land he had for
cultivation. Then it was necessary to
build fences, for he must have the wild,
unimproved land for pasture. There
was no market for his timber, so he
might as well make it into rails as to
burn it on the ground. It wasnecessary
at that time to have as much stock of
all kinds, running on the commons, as
was posgible, in order to keep down the
rank growth of noxious weeds and bri-
ers that were growing up every year on
our unimproved land.

But now the country is almostall im-
proved ; there are no commons except
the roads. TIs it not time to think of
doing away with fences, except enough
to confine our own stock, and then keep
them in? On a farm of eighty acres,
it requires about three miles of fence, in
the ordinary way of fencing, while it
will not take more than one-fourth of
that amount to inclose all the pasture
wanted on a farm of that size—making
a saving of about one hundred dollars
every year in fencing, This fence may be
made portable, so that it can be moved,
whenever it is necessary, with very
little labor.

Now, this is a subject that farmers
have got to consider seriously before
very long. Our timber is almost gone,
and the cost of fencing is inereasing
yearly. It appears to me that the
sooner we dispense with all fences ex-
cept enough to confine our own stock,
the better it will be for all concerned,
and especially for the farmer.

| objeet to this, but just look at that man’s

| other man’s stock has any right to tres-

that have handled more plaster than
our Council, and we hope to hear from
them.

There are a few—and some of them

have large farms, too—who are in the [
habit of pasturing the roads,who would

cows and hogs; wouid he not be greatly
benefitted if he were compelled to keep
them in and feed them? Show me a
man that lets his stock run in the road
all summer, and T will show youaman
thatisa poor farmer. Hesows no clover,
he has no manure to draw out, for he
feeds his cows in the road on cornstalks
all winter; his fence corners are all |
growing up with briers, and he will tell
you that farming don’t pay. And he
is right, for it takes all he can raise to
build fences to keep his hungry stock out
of his crops.

Iclaim that it is quite as as unjust to
compel me to build a fence to keep my
neighbor’s cattle from destroying my
crops, as it would be to compel me to
build a fence so high that my neighbor
could notget over with a seythe to mow
them down. My farm is my own; no

pass on it.

Some may say, ‘* Why, this would
compel the poor man, who has no farm,
to dispense with his cow and pig.” Not
atall. If it pays him tokeep acow and
pig, and let them run in the road, it will
pay him betier to keep them in and feed
them. And, suppose that it did not, is
it right that ten farmers should be at the
expense of one hundred dollars each
every year, in order that one man may
pasture the land that they have given
for highway purposes?

Again Isay that all laws and customs
requiring the farmer to build more
fence than enough to confine his own
stock, should be abolished.

J. J. MURPHY.

Berrien Centre Grange, No. 14,

Plaster—Lowell District Conneil.

Brother J. T. Cobb -

We have just closed out our last
car of plaster for the season, unless
more orders are received. We have
sold 230 tons this spring, which is
more than double the amount handled
in one season, since Bros. Day & Tay-
lor have supplied us. Many Patrons
have canvassed, which has been the
means of selling a large amount to
farmers outside the gates.

Our united efforts have been the
means of drawing on Bros. Day &
Taylor’s supplies, until our predic-
tion has been ftulfilled, viz: that we
ought and could make it necessary
for Bros. Day & Taylor to work their
mill night and day. We believe their
mill ought never to stand still as
long as farmers use plaster, except to
cool off, or for repairs. And if we
work with the same zeal that we be-
lieve they do, we may see that day.
‘We should not be satisfied with the
present, but continue to do better.

We find it quite necessary for us to
do business as a Council, instead of a
Pomona Grange, Lowell being our
principal place of business, and sit-
uated near the County line of Ionia
and Kent Counties. In cases like
ours, we believe Councils are a ne-
cessity, and hope the State Grange
will not insist on wiping them out.

We presume there may be Granges

Fraternally yours,
J. C. ENGLsH.

An Old Firm In a New House.

‘We clip the following article, under
the above heading, from the Chicago
Grain and Provision Review :

Phe well - known commission house

| of Thomas Mason will, on the first day

of May, move into their new quarters,
No. 159 South Water Street, which has
been selected partly on account of its
central location, and partly owing to
the increased capacity of the building
to be occupied. This building is 28 feet
in width, by 140 feet in depth, and is
four stories in height, having in addi-
tion one of the finest basements for stor-
age purposes on the street. The eleva-
tor, a very large and perfectly construet-
ed apparatus, has a large carrying ca-
pacity, and is the most perfect one on
South Water Street. The basement,
which is cool, airy, spacious and well-
ventilated, will be used excluslvely for
the storage of butter, whilst the upper
floors will be divided into different de-
partments for storage purposes. One
floor will be set apart for storing apples,
and will be arranged with a view of
keeping a constant fresh current of air,
80 as to keep the apples, if necessary,
for a lengthy period. The lower floor
will be used for fruits, and will be so
systematically arranged as to keep
every box received in the hest possible
condition. The facilities for receiving
and shipping will be materially im-
proved inthe new quarters, as the front
and rear portions will be used for this
purpose whenever it becomes necessary
to facilitate business operations. Mr.
Mason contemplates setting apart a
large space of this building for the
storage of wool, and farmers who de-
sire a remunerative price for this valua-
cle produet should take special pains in
collecting it together, as by accumulat-
ing a large quantity in his storerooms
Mr. Mason will be enabled to bring
buyers direct from the eastern markets,
who will purchase only in large lots
and will pay the highest ruling prices
where they can make large purchases.
This will save the expense of middle-
men and will enable farmers to dispense
with ruinous sales, made generally to
travelling wool shylocks. The produc-
tion of small fruit promises to excel
lust year's yield, especially in Illinois
and Michigan, and the corresponding
gain to farmers will exhibit no percep-
tible increase, should they make the
fatal mistake of shipping to two or
three houses with a view to retaining
the friendship of all. Such a course at
any time is suicidal, and particularly
so during the fruit season, when their
consignments require the services of an
alert, experienced and reliable man,

Mr. Mason’s establishment is ac-
knowledged to be the headquarters for
fruit, and his patrons, who comprise
the leading hotels, restaurants, and gro-
cers of the city, come to this house
daily, knowing that they can be sup-
plied here with the choicest the market
affords, and that his guarantee can be
relied upon. To those who contem-
plate the shipment of apples to this
house, we desire to give a friendly and
certainly a profitable word of advice.
Those who are not thoroughly posted
in packing apples, should write to Mr.
Mason for instractions, which he will
be pleased to give gratis. The mistake
usually made is to mix the apples to-
gether, regardless of their size and qual-
ity. They should understand ‘that
when this is done it is impossible to ob-
tain a fair price, as buyers will only rate
the barrels as inferior, and pay accord-
ingly. Apples should be properly grad-
ed, and farmers, by taking a little pains,
will find an increase in their revenue,
from this source alone,

In connection with his general busi-
ness, Mr. Mason has acquired consider-
able reputation as furnishing standard
Sewing Machines at low prices. He
has facilities whereby he is enabled to
supply his patrons with the Excelsior,
Whitney and Improved Singer to pur-
chasers at wholesale prices. These ma-
chines are shipped direct from the fac-
tory, at figures that are about two-thirds
less than the customary retail price.
Mr. Mason sells these machines lower
than any house in the city, and prides
himself on his ability to distance all
competitors. It would be superfluous
in us to commend Mr. Mason to our
readers as being a reliable, prompt and
honorable gentleman. That is so well-
known to shippers generally, and his
reputation as a pains-taking, conscien-
tious and high toned business man, has
been so long established that it would
be a work of supererogation to repeat
what is already so well known,

Is lending a friend a wash-dish

Lowell, May, 1880.

showing basin gratitude ?
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J. J. WOODMAN, - - -

PAW PAW.

Commissionsr Le Duc’s Lecture hefore
the Elmira Farmer’s Club.

(Cc 1 from last ber.)

G. W. Hoffman. Tt is the history of
this country that there is always
enough capital to work any raw ma-
terial into the product whenever there
is a demand for that product.

Col. Piollet. A very intelligent farmer
of Indiana told me he had a simple sor-
ghum mill like yours, and two pans
like yours, and that he raised five
acres of the amber cane, and ground it.
The juice he put in his evaporator, and
worked it until it was pretty nearly
crystalized. He put it in a linen bag.
like a salt bag. and hung it up and lct
it drain. He caught the syrup in some
thing, and the sugar was good enough
for him, he said. It was pressed
enough in the bag. Is thatreliable?

Commissioner. Entirely so, I am
making some experiments at the labor-
atory, that T may, if possible, teach the
farmers how to make their own loaf
sugar. T told the chemist to take
some of the flower pots, and cover the
top with clay, and let it drain. This is
the old method of the Hindoo.

Col. P. I think that is a much bet-
ter use to put flower pots to. (Laugh-
ter.

Uz)m. Iam very much surprised at
that remark, coming from so veteran a
Granger, who is held in such high
esteem—among the ladies too. The
Floras of the different Granges will
have to take his case in hand for
serious consideration. (Laughter.)

A member. Would you not suggest
that the farmers of this country should
each for himself proeure some good
seed of the early amber sugar cane
from Minnesota or elsewhere, and each
try the experiment on a small scale for
himself, and learn just how to handle
this thing, in order that in the year
after they may prepare to go on ‘and
each one plant from one to five or ten
acres, as he may see fit ?

Com. That undoubtedly is wisdom,
but some persons may not he satisfied
to wait, even for the experiment. They
see money in it already.

(The Commissioner here read the
statements of Mr. Miller and others
relative to the value of seed, as
follows:)

A member of the Convention
asked—TIs the seed worth saving for
feed 2"

““Mr. Miller. Yes, I regard the seed
as quite a valuable crop ‘for feed. One
gentleman at the Mississippi Valley
Cane Growers' Association held at St.
Louis, stated that he regarded the seed
worth as much as corn. The five or
six tufts of seed which grow on one
hill he regarded worth as much as
two or three ears of corn for feed, I
have used it myself; I had 160 bushels
of seed four years ago, which I took to
mill and had ground, this was mixed
with bran to loosen it up, and fed to
my stock. I sold the seed to my
neighbors, and they think it especially
desirable as hog feed. With poultry it
does well.”

“ A mem.
the hens?”

“Mr. M. Yes,sir; I think my hens
do better than my neighbors’, too.”

‘' Another mem. I feed it to my
shefg”

“Mr. M. Do they like it 2"

‘“dns. Yes, very well; a sheep rais-
er tells me that the sorghum seed
given in the feed of his sheep had un
excellent effect on thelr wool, giving it
a lively and polished appearance.”’

A mem. Did you ever try frosted
cornstalks?

Com. No, sir; but the cane last
year was nearly all of it frosted. I
think not sufficient to freeze the juice,
however. That question was brought
up and discussed b’
the early amber in Minnesota, and the
opinion seemed to be that the frosting
0? the cane, unless jt had frozen and
thawed several times, did not do it any
harm. Tean hardly credit this, how-
ever. I was under the impression that
frost would ruin it, or destroy its value
for sugar making; but my impression
did not appear to accord with the ex-
perience of Minnesota workers There
are many matters that require further
experiment before we can feel sure of
our opinions in regard to them.

A mem. Do you know how much
seed can be made to the acre?

Com. About thirty bushels, and as T
said before, this is excellent feed.

A mem. How many tons of eane to
the acre? < &

Com. That depends upon soil, culti-
vation, and all that, as does the produe-
tion of seed. In one instance we have
a record of 520 gallons of dense syrup
as the product of oneacre. That would
indicate about thirty-one tons per acre,
but this is far beyond the average.

A mem. 'he amber cane I raised
]ast year grew Dine feet tall.

Another mem. 1 llhink it weighs

t forty two pounds.
'bi’;"f. Hoffman. It must be that, at
least. It is heavier than oats,

Com. The seed varies with the vari-

cane.
et‘ydo'l;m. ‘What is the best kind of
cane for us to grow here?

Com. Early amber.

A mem. hat do they pay a ton in

Minnesota?

Do you feed it whole to

those who raised |.

Com. TFour
the mill stripped.

Col. P. Where can we get the seed ?

Com. T have 40,000 pounds. I can
send those who wish to try it, sufficient
for their purposes.

mem. T presume it can be pro-
curred in Minnesota ?

Com. I doubt if you can get it
there, as T have given an order for all
good Minnesota seed offered for sale.

Col. Piollet. Oh, well, if you have
gone in there and made a corner—
(Laughter.)

Com. I went in early so there would
not be a_corner in the Government.
(Renewed Laughter.)

Col. P. They have at Washington
an old sorghum mill with a sweep, and
some sheet iron nailed on boards, for
pans. Tt is not equal to a maple sugar
sap bush arrangement.

Com. 1In reply to that T will say that
when this question of sugar production
from sorghum came up for trial at the De-
partment, through the favor of a friend,
I had some early amber planted His
farmer took no interestin it. gave it no
cultivation whatever,but let it grow as it
would. When the time came to make
the experiments with the juice, it oc-
curred to me that the farmers or the
country would mueh prefer to see them
made in a practical way, rather than
that they should be made in the labora-
tory. Therefore I'sentoutinto Maryland,
and picked up an old sorghum mill
that had been discarded several years,
had it patched up, and used it for the
purpose. Aside from the object T have
referred to, T had another motive, and
that to show what might be done by
the farmer when short of money with
which to buy new and suitable ma-
chinery. What we have done, any
farmer in the country can do. And
such, my friends, is the United States
sugar works, with which we tackled
this problem of saving one hundred
millions a year. (Applause,)

In congidering the relations of gov-
ernment to agriculture, we might nat
urally inguire how far the government
goes at the present time in this regard.
‘We would revert then to the matter of
seed distribution, and T want to say a
word on this point, because it is a mat-
ter of pretty sore business with me.
(Laughter.) Iu the stand I have taken
I have incurred the enmity of certain
members of Congress, and they make
it pretty lively for. me sometimes. I
found upon assuming my duties that
the organic law of the Department
read, ‘“The Commissioner of Agricul-
ture shall purchase ‘new and valuable
seeds,” and shall distribute them
among agriculturists.” This law ad-
mits of but one construction, and——

Col. P. And there were no agri-
culturists in Congress. (Laughter.)

Com. But few, if any. I then de-
cided that the government seed store
should pull down its sign, and hang
up its shutters, and in the future we
would try and make it a Department
more worthy of its name. I addressed
a letter to each member of Congress,
calling his attention to this law, and
asking him to furnish me with the
names of the prominent agriculturists
in his own districc I had no care
whether they were Democrats or Re-
publican, black or white, rich or poor,
so long as they were those upon whom
1 uoulg rely for intelligent service and
report. So faras I know, nota single
answer has been returned to this circu-
lar. Then I said to myself, Al right,
there is an organization called the
Grange. (Applause.) Its members
should know something about this
matter. So I sent letters, as nearly as 1
could, to the different Granges ; for no
one at that time had a list of them 1
made out to find them through my
correspondents, whom I asked for a
list of those in each County, and to-day
I have a list giving me the names of
the Master and Secretary of every live
Grange in the United “States. ~(Ap-
plause ; cries of ““ Good!"” “Good ! ) I
doubt if any other person has such a
list.

Col. P. 1t is the most valuable book
in Washington.

Com. Then I bave a list of all
the agricultural sccieties and farmers’
clubs,

Col. P. Of which the Elmira Farm-
ers’ Club stands at the head. (Warm
applause.)

Com. 1 have put these down as
people who are entitled under the law
{which I bave quoted) to seed for the
purposes of experiment. I have
also, through my correspondents and
through the premium lists of fairs, and
in other ways, obtained the names of
ten of the best farmers in each County,
regardless of politics, religion, or * pre-
vious condition of servitude.” (Ap-
piause.) These are entered on the
‘“ten farmer-book,”” and to these
people at ali times seeds may properly
be sent. To each we endeavor to send
whatever may be most profitable for
him to raise in his particular locality.
It is no small matter, and, in fact, I
vannot do it as it should be done. Con-
sider for a moment what it involves.
Here is a country extending from the
lakes to the gulf, and from the Atlantic
to the Pacifie, with every variety of
climate that is desirable, every variety
of soil, every condition known to
meteorolggy and geology. A man
acyuainted with all these conditions of
our country, and who is otherwise
competent to faithfully make this dis-
tribution could earn from $5,000 to
$6,000 per year if employed outside of
the Department of Agriculture, and
yet I am expected to obtain a man for

dollars, delivered at

my work, whose duty it shall be to
designate the varie.y of seed that shall
g0 to a particular part of the country,
for $1,200.

Let me carry this question of salaries
a little further. A chemist of the
Treasury Department was employed as
an expert in an examination of sugars,
in connection with some fraud upon
the revenue. The chemist of the
Agricultural Department was called in
as an expert, and did equally valuable
work of the same kind. The treasury
chemist received within a few dollars
of four times the yearl salary of the
Department chemist. %"hls is charac-
teristic of everything pertaining to
agriculture and ‘it Department. The
Commissioner of Agriculture, whose
salary is fixed by law at $4,000, gets but
$3,000. The Commissioner of Internal
revenue gets $6,000. The short-hand
writer that T employ gets $1,600, while
those of the Senate and House get
$5,000 each, and mine does as much
work in one day as they do in two,
taking the year through.

’ L)’a{. £. What do you pay your chem-
ist?

Com. He gets $1,900 only. That is
what he getsfor the privilege of devot-
ing himself wholly and with much
ability to the worthy and admirable
work which has occupied 'his attention
for the last two years.

Col. P. You haven't many such
fellows down there. ( Laughter. )

Com. No, we have not. Not many
who are willing to spend all their own
substance that they may live to serve
the country. I only mention these
things

Col. P. I am glad you do. We
want to understand them.

Com. To fully understand the con-
tempt with which the agricultural
interests are regarded, you have but to
refer to the chairmen “of the Agricul-
tural Committee who have in years
past occupied that despised position.
Ask them what consideration has here-
tofore been given to agricultural mat-
ters in the National Congress In my
opinion, gentlemen, and I believe in
Yours, this Committeeshould be the larg-
estand mostimportaut Committeein the
organization of the Senate and House,
For I believe it is more important how
wealth shall be produced, than how we
shall spend it.

The little building which we occupy
as a Department of Agriculture is
overcrowded with clerks, and indeed
were you to enter some of the rooms
during certain periods of the year, you
would feel yourself poisoned by "the
foul air. When you look at the Treas-
ury Department, at the new State,
War, and Navy Departments, those
magnificent buildings, and then make
a comparison with the building which
represents the interest in which one-
half of the people are engaged, I know
you will appreciate the vast difference
between them, and be led to ask, Why
is it that the Agricultural Department
does not have some proper building in
which the work to be done may be per
formed in a satisfactory manner? The
chemical laboratory ~of the United
States is embraced In a room twenty
feet square—a room not nearly as
large as this. That room and a cellar
underneath it, and of the same size,
constitute the laboratory of the United
States. Only last year I begged the
Committee to give us a laboratory
worthy of the nation, and the work we
are doing. If they would give us such,
we could hope to deal properly with
questions constantly arising, of the
greatest importance to the productive
industries of the land. To go back to
what the saving by the raising of our
own sugar weans, and assuming that
we make our own sugar, for we will
nearly or quite do it the fifth erop from
to-day, thus saving $100,000,000, we
cou d build with the savings of one
year a Department building eight
times as expensive as the Capitol of
the United States, which cost $12,000,-
000. Perhaps it may occur to you to
inquire the use of so exteusive a labor-
atory. In Germany, where agricultur-
al chemistry received its great impetus
through Prof. Leibig, they have three
laboratories in different parts of that
country, costing more than $350,000
each. Those prudent, close Germans
find it profitable for their country, and
we would find it to be, if once “estab-
lished properly, the most valuable of all
governmental divisions, and altogether
indispensable. As an illustration of
the valuable work doing, and to be
done, take the matter of grasses, This
is something you are all familiar with.
How important it is that you know
whether an acre or a ton of blue grass
or some other variety will give the
most flesh to your stock. If we, by
chemical analysis, find a grass that wiil
give two pounds more flesh to your
animals in a given time, the value of
the information can be justly counted
by millions. We can already tell you
as to the value of some twenty or
thirty varieties, and this is one of the
many things in which chemistry
comes forward to aid agriculture. Take
another thing, Desmodium, or as it is
called, ‘‘ Beggar lice "—Tick weed—

Col. P. We are beggars, but none of
us are lousy. (Laughter.)

Com. No doubt that is true—but
although you may know (especially
those who have had occasion to pass
through your brush land) by sad ex-
perience what seed ticks are, yet I
doubt if you know tick seed. It isa
weed growing in Florida from four to
six feet in height, which is of more
value to people who wanttoimprove and

put in good condition their old broken
down sandy lands than red ciover, and
you know all of you, that is of infinite
importance. It will give you more of
the food that the land requires than
your red clover. I do not know
whether it will grow here or not, but
an experiment will determine its value
in your soil and climate. I have faith
init, and if it be what I expect it to be,
and what it has proven to be in the
sandy lands of South Carolina, it is of
more importance, and represents more
in amount than fifty laboratories such
as I want would cost. You will find an
account of it in m_v*report of 1878.

* W * *

The question of forestry comes up.
I haye asked Congress to allow me to
do something to prevent the waste of
forests, and for authority to send out a
commission to examine the country in
various parts to see if we cannot plant
extensive forests on the great plains.
The Government owns the land, why
shouldn’t wemakeian eXperimentinthat
direction ? I noticed as [ came through
this morning, that your hills are de-
nuded, and almost entirely bare, Do
you know that when you have cut the
timber from the country you have
ruined it? That your streams will
decrease, your springs dry up? Do
you know of the fate that overtakes
the country that has its timber des
troyed? Itis the same that has over-
taken parts of Asia. Palestine is to-
day ruined by the destruction of the
forests. Did you ever think what the
irees were put on the hillsides for?
When the wind that precedes the
storm blows, it drives their immense
branches backward and forward, and
by this process the earth is loosened
up by the roots underneath, and it
is put in a condition something in
the nature of a sponge. Then the
rain falls and is immediately ab
sorbed by the earth to again run
out of silver springs, givig health
and prosperity to all. But if you lay
the axe at the foot of the tree, if you
destroy the forests, the ground becomes
hard and baked under the uction of the
sun, The wind blows as before, but, un-
happily, with not the same effect. The
rain descends; instead ofgmeeting with
& reservoir in the earth, it is driven
down the hillsides in torrents that com-
bine to form a roaring river in the val-
ley below, and which oftentimes carries
ruin and devastation before it. This
important agricultural question is one
of the most serious that can, in my
judgment, be brought to the considera-
tion of the Government.

I could enumerate very many agri-
cultural matters, heretofore neglected,
that should receive the immediate, en-
ergetic and thorough attention of the
Government; but neither my efforts,
nor the earnest recommendation of
President Hayes, repeated in every
message, have as yet succeeded in secur-
ing such attention as their importance
merits. But I say to you, gentlemen,
it is your duty to see that we have mon-
ey enough to go on with this work and
to do it properly. I am at the seat of
government, but I am there as a soldier
leading a forlorn hope in an attack up-
on the indifference and contempt here
tofore manifested towards the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and its interests,
fighting your battle as best I can, and
it 1s your duty to see that [ am properly
supported with the means that 1 require
to do my duty. * *

Col. Piollet read a copy of the bill
making the Agricultural” Department
an executive department, and asked the
Commissioner’s opinion of 1t.

Com, All that I ask is that they shall
put agriculture on an equality with the
other Departments of the Government,

Col. P. Well, now, farmers, I tell
you that this movement is one of the
greatest importance to agriculture in
America, and we have a right to what
we ask. We, the agriculturists of Amer-
ica, contribute four-fifths of the rev-
enues of the Government. I say that
it is very unjust that we do not have
more recognition. Look at the millions
a_ year represented in three products
alone—corn, in the shape of alcohol, to-
bac-o and wheat—and, as I said before,
consider the value of our exports we
send off’ in the shape of fertilizers. We
should make all the alcohol of the
world. 'We must push this thing, and
if we drive Congress we will earry our
points in both Houses. Let us work,
then; push, drive and don’t rest until
the present Commissioner of Agricul-
ture is made a cabinet officer. [Ap-
plause.] Now, friends, I wish that you
would, all of you, sit down and write
your members of Congress and let them
know that we have been erowded to
the wall long enough, and that now we
arg going to resist with all the power
we possess, every means that is taken
to deprive us of our rights. [Applause.]

W. A. Armstrong. There is aunother
consideration I could mention: At this
moment there is a cattle disease devel-
oping in various parts of this country,
the spread of which will be absoluelty
without limit unlesssome governmental
action be taken to stamp out the disease
where it now exists. The cattle plague
at this moment has possession of the
herds in the counties adjoining New
York City, in New Jersey, Delaware
and Maryland. This is a danger that
cannot be met by the States, except by
their combined action in the general
government. I speak of this matter
only as an additional reason why we
want and must have a Department of
Agriculture. The interests of this coun-
try demand this, and they have more
need of it than for any other Depart-

ment. We can even get along without
the Post Office Department better than
without our Agricultural. For, if this
cattle plague is allowed to run, with
this disease and the thousand
E]agues that attack our farm animals,

y and by we will have no need in the
United States for a department of any
kind. My friend, Col. Piollet, has
spoken to this point very forcibly, in
my judgment, and Gen Le Ducas well,
when he says that it is your business to
see that your rights arerespected. It is
something that you can take hold of
and bring to a successful issue, The
average Congressman does not care any
more for your interests than he does
for those of Great Britain, except for
your votes. You show him that your
voting depends upon his. treatment of
your interests, and you will quickly get
what you want. There is not a com-
mercial paper—with a single exception
—within my acquaintance, that ever
has anything to say about the needs of
agriculture, and yet upon it all com-
merce depends. Now, if the farmers of
this State, of every State, will but stir
themselves and make this fight their
fight, T can assure,them that any thing
they may ask, if not quite beyond rea-
son, will be granted.

Com. I am of the opinion that, if the
Department cannot write its record, it
should not exist. When I assumed
charge of il, it was in contempt of the
nation, and, as I think, justly so. I
say : Let it do something worthy of the
nation and of the cause the Department
represents. or else wipe it out of exist-
ence. This is the ground I have taken,
and I intend to hold it. I have replied
to but one slander, I believe. I was
charged with being a thief: it was said
that T had been in partnership with the
privatesecretary to the president in some
commission business in the West ; that
some member of Congress had the case
in hand and was going to prosecute, I
believe T did at that time prove tnat I
never was in partnership with Mr.
Rogers; that I never was in the com-
mission business, and that I did not
owe a debt at the time, or do not now,
that T can’t pay. I enquired as to ithe
authorship, and. as I remember, it was
published in a Chicago paper called the
Prairie Farmer. This paper has abused
me from the day I entered the office to
the present, but this will right itself in
time, probably, as very many letters T
have received from farmers in reference
to it declare that they will not support
it any longer. T know that these papers
have had their day, and I firmly be-
lieve mine is coming. T have a firm
reliance in the ultimate triumph of the
right—that is my faith. The farmers of
the country, and the citizens generally
of the eountry, ought to make maost
careful discrimination in the papers
they subseribe for, read themselves, and
lay before their families. It is as true
in morals as in physics, that you ean-
not handle pitech without being defiled.
The influence of irresponsble news-
paper writers—of scribblers who invent
lies to serve their own personal ends, to
secure nayment for a paragraph, or to
gratify personal spite—on the people of
our country, is coming to be a very se-
rions matter, and publishers shouid be
held to a more strict accountability

Col. P. T knew of nothing more con-
temptible, nothing more pernicious in
its tendencies, more pernicious in its
effects, than this very thing. It issome-
thing that we want fo look to. Let us
begin with our agricultural papers, and
weed out those that are against us and
those papers that publish such articles
for the sole purpose of selling their pa-
pets. [The Colonel here read a long
extract from the Philadelphia Zimes
derogatory to the Department. ]

W. A. Ward. That is the key note.
Ifa man will begin at the weeding pro-
cess and stop the papers that indulge in
this abuse, it will soon stop. Itake the
Times : after this year it will never
come into my house. [Cheers and ap-
plause, long continued.]

Col. P. That is right,

[ 70 be concluded in next number.]

To Young Men,

Henry Clay once said: “I owe my
success in life to one fact, namely : At
the age of 27, I commenced and contin-
ued for years the practice of reading
and speaking upon the contents of some
historieal or scientific book. These off-
hand efforts were made somtimes in a
cornfield, at others in a forest, and not
unfrequently in some distant barn, with
the horse and ox for my auditors. It
is to this early practice in the great art
of arts that [ am indebted for the pri-
mary and leading impulse that stimu-
lated me forward and shaped and mod-
eled my entire subsequent destiny. Im-
prove, then, young gentlemen, the su-
perior advantages you here enjoy. Let
ne day fpsss without exereising your
power of speech. There is no pay like
oratory. Cmsar controlled men by ex-
citing their fears, Cicero by captivating
their affections and swaying their pas-
sions, The influence of the one per-
ished with the author; that of the other
continues to this day.”

A PUPIL in his declamation having
been told to gesticulate aceording to the
sense, in commencing a piece with,
**The comet lifts up its fiery tail,” in-
nocently lifted the tail of his coat and
looked around for applause.
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Oleomargarine Butter.

A Michigan member of Congress
announces himself a farmer, and is
looking after the agricultural interests.

The world moves.
From the New York Sun.

Mr. William Remson, representing
the oleomargarine interests of New
York, gave the Agricultural Commit-
tees of Congress a grand banquet at
Delmonico’s last evening. bix of
the twenty-two members of the two
committees were present. They were
the Hons. James B. Richmond, of
Virginia ; D. Wyatt Aiken, of South
Carolina; Jonas H. MecGowan, of
Michigan ; Walter L, Steele, of North
Carolina; Albert P. Forsythe, of Ill-
inois; and Jobn A. Anderson, of
Kansas.

The walls were decorated with fes-
tooned flags and the coats of arms of
the United States and of the State of
New York. The table was laden with
silver candelabra, small palms and
rose tress in full bloom, and golden
blocks of oleomargarine. Banks of
flowers filled the hall with perfume,
and a band wandered through the airs
of ** Fatinitza,” and other operas. The
meny, was printed on ribbed satin of
various colors. The farmers were
dressed as farmers should be, in swal
low tail coats, waistcoats cut decollete,
and diamond studs. As all true farm-
ers ought to do, they ate French dishes
with a relish, and washed them down
with costly wines. One fact is especially
note-worthy. The farmers drank about
600 bottles of wine, smoked 1,500 cigars,
and ate a quarter of a pound of oleo-
margarine. This issaid to be an un-
usual average. As is usual at farmers’
dinners, cigarettes were lighted be-
tween the courses, and vigorously
puffed. Nor was this the only puffing
done. The beauties of oleomargarine
were deseribed in farmer-like phrases,
and its manufacturers were called ben-
efactors of the human race.

After the cloth was removed, Mr.
Remsen introduced the Hon. Algernon
8. Sullivan aschairman of the evening.
Farmer Sullivan expressed his pleasure
at meeting so many standard farmers.
Hesaid that he had learned the habits of
the weevil from Russell Sage, had re-
ceived a recipe from Rufus Hateh for
killing cucumber bugs, and that Judge
Van Brunt and Farmer Hewitt had
told him all about the potato bug. He
closed by introducing the Hon. John
W. Anderson, of Kansas. Mr. An-
derson called himself a farmer from the
great West. [This is important, for
the Congressional Dictionary says he is
a clergyman—REP.] He rolled him-
self over the prairies fora few minutes,
and then said, ‘‘ You represent the
grandest city of the grandest State in
the grandest country on the grandest
continent on the globe.” Geu. Steward
L. Woodford, the Hon. Thomas Mur-
phy, Gen Palmer aud others accepted
the compliment with wildcheers,and the
reverend agriculturist resumed his seat.

The Hon. D. Wyatt Aiken, of South
Carolina, the father of. ten children,
was next introduced. The farmers re-
membered the uncompromising Union-
ism of his kinsman, William Aiken,
and greeted him with rounds of cheers.
Mr. Aiken announced himself as a
farmer. [This is important for the
Congressional Dictionary says it is
true—REP.] Mr. Aiken began by
telling a story of a negro witness who
was testifying before a negro Judge in
Charleston. At one point in his testi-
mony the Judge reminded him that
he was sworn to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
‘“Come, nigger,”’ the witness replied,
“You done keep your mouth shut, and
let the white folks talk.” Mr. Aiken
said he felt very much like that now.
He wanted to hear the white folks
talk. He had been a farmer twenty-
five years, and until he went to
Congress. ““ Where,”’§ said he, “I
bid fair to learn something else.”
[Insinuative laughter.] He under-
stood that oleomargarine is a product of
farming, and as such he took an inter-
est in it. Its enormous production
spoke volumes for the farmers of this
great city. It knit them to the farmers
of the West and sunny South. It was
a guarantee that, from the ice bound
prairies of Minnesota to the orange
groves of Florida, the country would
remain one and indissoluble.

The next speaker was the Hon. Jonas
H. McGowan, of Michigan. He spoke
of himself as a farmer. [This is im-
portant, for the Congressional Diction-
ary calls him a lawyer.— REP.] Mr.
McGowan made a short speech, in
which he fanned the wings of the
American eagle, tossed high the cap of
the Goddess of Liberty, turned the cal-
cium light of Wolverine eloquence up-
on the Federal Constitution and figura-
tively wrapped himself in the stars and
stripes. e was Joudly applauded,

The Hon. Albert P. Forsythe, of Illi-
nois, was next introduced. He said
that he was a farmer and a Granger,
[This is important, for the Congression-
al Dictionary says it is true —REP.]
Mr. Forsythe said that his coustituenls
had become couvinced that there was
entirely too much talking done in Con-

,and they had elected him because
ge was no talker. He was proud, how-

ever, to meet the farmers of New York
It was his first visit to this little vil
lage, and be was pleased to see its agri- |
cultural interests so well represented. |
S Wg get 20 cents a bushel for our grain |
out in Illinois,” said he, ‘when it
brings sixty here. We have been try-
ing to find out where the leakage is.
Perhaps some of the farmers in this
city can tell us.”

All eyes were turned to Farmers
Sage, Jerome, and Wyman, but they
evidently took the suggestion for a co-
nundrum, and made no effort to an-
swer it. **The lawyer speaks for all,”
Mr. Forsythe continued, ‘the soldier
fights for all, the preacher prays for all,
and the farmer works for all. Out of
the 293 members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, but sixteen are farmers.
They represent 6,000,000 of hard-
handed voters. This is wrong. Every
class should be represented in propor
tion to their numbers and interests.”’

The next speaker was the Hon. Jas,
B. Richmond, of Virginia. He an-
nounced himself as a farmer. [This is
important, for the Congressional Direc-
tory says that heis a lawyer.—REp.]
He said that he had yet to see men hold
the plow and handle the hoe when they
eould find any other vocation. He as-
tonished Mr. Charles Delmonico by as-
serting that the farmers before him
were all smoking cigars made from Vir-
ginia tobacco. ‘“ We were invited over
here,” said Mr. Richmond, “ to look
after this new method of making cheap
butter. If it is wholesome, it is an
enterprise that ought to be encour-
aged.”

The Hon. 5. W, Downey, of Wyom-
ing, then declared himself a farmer.
[This is important, for the Congression-
al Dictionary sets him down as a law-
yer.—REpP,] He ruflled the feathers of
the American eagle for a few minutes,
and then gave way to the Hon. Walter
L. Steel, of North Carolina. Steel as-
sured the company that he was a farm-
er. [This is also highly important, for
the Congressional Dictionary says that
he is a lawyer.—REP.] Mr. Steele made
a speech flavored with tar, turpentine,
and champagne, and then burst into a
recitation of *Tam O’Shantet,”” which
was loudly applauded.

| parts in the best gypsum rock. Heated

{arising from the decay or decomposi-
| tion of all vegetable and animal mat-

ter, but which is, by the use of plaster,
caught and held as plant food. The
two salts, carbonate of ammonia and
sulphate of lime, by contact, become
¢ nverted respectively into two other |
salts, the sulphate of ammonia and the |
carbonate of lime—but retained in, and |
useful to the soil, being in different
forms than before. |
The carbonate of ammonia is a vola- |
tile gas, escaping into the air, even at |
common temperatures, while the sul-
phate of ammonia is not volatile, but is |
retained by the soil as a soluble salt—a |
valuable fertilizer. |
Stuceo is ealeined gypsum. The pure-
est and whitest gypsum rock is selected
and when dry is ground fine, and then
calcined, or heated, in iron kettles to
expel the water of composition, of which
it bas been before shown thereare two

to 212 degrees, one part of the water is
expelled, and the plaster in the kettles
boils like water. When heated to 300
degrees, the other equivalent of water
of compositions is also driven off, and
we have stucco, or plaster of Paris, as
it is often called.

When stucco is mixed with water, it
unites rapidly with it, and sqon sets, or
becomes hard, like the original rock,
which it is like, the water of composi-
tion, driven out by heating, having
been restored.

Sometimes the rock for stucco is par-
tially calcined before being ground, and
then the process continued after it is
ground, to drive ofl' the balance of the
water. y

The practice of mills making stucco
is to select the purest and best for stuc-
co and then grind the residue, with ad-
hering mud and shale,into tand plaster,
making a secondary product for the use
of agriculture. The impuritizs are no
detriment to the land, and did they cost
nothing tohandleand for freight, might
be of some use, but with high freight,
so heavy an article as land plaster
should be as pure as possible, and
should be a specialty with those claim-
ing the patronage of the American
farmer as manufacturers of land
L. W.

plaster. C.

Valnable Information.

The following, from the St. Clair Re-
publican, is from the pen of Bro. C. L.
Whitney, and contains much informa-
tion relating to the composition of land
plaster and stucco. [t will be seen,
that as stucco is made of the purest
gypsum roek, the land plaster, which
is ground from the refuse rock, after all
that is suitable for stucco has been se-

lected, must be of an inferior qual-

ity:
PLASTER VS. STUCCO,

Whatare these two common articles,
and whence obtained, and their rela-
tion to each other? They are both ob-
tained from a common rock called gyp-
sum, of which there are large beds and
deposits in various parts of North
America. Thiz gypsum is everywhere
essentially the same in composition,
differing “only in color and in impuri-
ties. The color is usually white, tut
rocks of a great variety and color are
found, and the difference is owing to
the presence of oxide of iron, or of
other metals. Pure gypsum is a sul-
phate of lime to the chemists, and is
given in this formula: Ca.O. 8. 0. 3
plus 2 H. O. that is 1 equivalent of the
oxide of ealcium or lime, 1 equivalent
of sulphurie acid and 2 equivalents of
water, the water of composition.

Gypsum may be artificially formed
by pouring a little sulphuric acid into
strong lime water when a sediment
will form which is gypsum, or by put-
ting dilute sulphuric acid upon marble
or chalk which are carbonate of lime.
The carbonic acid escapes into the air
in the form of a gas and there will be
left sulphate of lime and water, the
former settling as before, and when
dried it is gypsum.

For land plaster the rock is quarried
from the beds and seasoned or dried for
a time and then ground. The drier the
rock is, the better it grinds, being finer
and of less weight when ground. Fine
plaster is better as a fertilizer, and the
drier it is, the greater the saving in
transportation, on account of the
weight, and it is less liable to become
caked or lumpy.

The purer the plaster rock, or gyp-
sum, is, and the freer from foreign sub-
stances, as shale and earth, the better
the ground plaster will be, and the
more valuable for the farmer to use.
Land plaster is but slightly soluble in
water—only one part being taken up
by 400 parts of water—water at com-
mon temperature wiil take more gyp-
sum in solution than hot water

The effect of land plaster as a fertil-
izer is greatest upon the leguminous
plants, as clover, peas, &c., potatoes, to-
bacco, and others of the solanum fami-
ly,or upon turnips, cabbage and others
of the crucifers tribe.

To plants requiring lime or sulphur,
plaster is directly valuableas a manure,
as they not only absorb the lime, but
also the sulphur of the sulpharic acid.

Plaster has also an important secon-
dary use in economic agriculture, being
au agent to absorb the carbonate of
ammonia contained in the air, also in
rain water and suow water. The car-
bonate of ammonia is a volatile gas,

’

GCommunications,

Farmers Entitled to Holda Office.

SPRINGPORT GRANGE, No. 45,1
April 28th, 1880.
J. T. Cobd -

As the question, Who shall be the
next Governor of Michigan? is before
the people, an humble tiller of the
soil would ask to be indulged in a few
crude remarks.

That there are many farmers who
possess all the necessary qualifications
for the office of Governor, or any office
in the gift of the people, none will
attempt to question. - We have too long
been led to believe that none but pro-
fessional men were qualified to look
after and guard the people’s inter-
ests. Have they at all times well and
faithfully discharged the important
trust committed to their care? Bank-
ers and lawyers largely predominate
in both our State and National coun=
cils, and we have the result of their
legislation before us, for our present
and future consideration and action.
Will we not profit by past experience ?
Who is better qualified than the
farmer to look after the interests of the
producer? Most certainly, non-pro-
ducers are not qualified to discharge a
trust so vital to the interest of the
masses.

I believe that the farmer should be-
gin to feel *“ That he who by the plow
would thrive, himself must either hold
or drive.,” We should feel that we are
entitled to, and will bave a farmer for
the next Governor of Michigan; and
further, that we are entitled to, and
mean to have our full ratio of all the
offices in the gift of the people, pro
rata of population. To do this, it is
necessary that we manifest a determi-
nation to look after and protect our
own interests. Show to all that we feel
entirely competent to take charge of
and manage our own affairs; and while
we mean to do this, we are entirely
willing to grant the same right of self-
protection to other classes, and we would
call on all to assist in obtaining a more
equal distribution of the burdens and
benefits of legislation. We should see
that the proper and full quota of dele-
gates are sent to all the nominating
conventions, good and able men put in
nomination, and then work at the
polls, with the majority of ballots which

we hold, and the victory is ours.
CApMUS:

Installation Address.

The following is an address delivered
by K. J. Brown, Master of Alpine
Grange, No. 348, at the installation of
the officers of Harmony Grange, No.
337, Jan. 31, 1880:

It is with peculiar feelings that [ at-
tempt to perform the duties of this day,
although I have been accustomed to
commemorate it for forty yearsor up-
wards, and have met father, mother,
brothers, relatives, and friends, but
have never been able to meet so many
of my brothers and sisters to commem-
orate my birth as to day, this day num-
bering my forty-fifth year.

Recognizing as I do that this Grange |

stands second to none in this beautiful
State of ours in culture and refinement,
and have held that this should be made
an occasion to afford the members an
opportunity to listen to some of the
eminent and highly cultivated speak-
ers, of whom this State affords its
share, from which they might select, to
perform the duties which have been
rendered, together with able addresses,
upon former occasions, with so great
ability. and so much satisfaction, as to
create alarm and apprehension that I
might mar the pleasure that it would
otherwise afford.

But considering that we are all broth-
ers and sisters of one common family,
and if I do not perform the duties as
well as others, but show my willing-
ness to assist in promoting the welfare
of the Fraternity to the best of my
ability, you will have charity and
overlook all mistakes, I venture upon
the task.

This Order was planned and brought
into existence by wise, pure and noble
men and women, who had a grand
purpose in view, viz: the elevation of
the masses of mankind in developing
a better and higher manhood and
womanhood among the farming class,
to encourage education, to strengthen
our attachment to our pursuits, to
enhance the comforts and attractions
of our homes, and to read and think
for ourselves—these are some of the
objects for which these noble men and
women sacrificed their time and money
to accomplish, and have seen the
fruits of their labors to make them feel
that they were rewarded for their
unselfish and Kindly acts, so nobly,
heroically, and persevereingly labored

T.

We have evidences that the work
laid out by the founders of this Order
has been fully appreciated, for look all
over the land, and especially to our
own State, and see the many beautiful
and tasty halls that have been erected
and dedicated to these noble puposes,
which stand as. monuments that must
represent that the subordinate mem-
bers have faith in the institution, and
that it is to be one of lasting benefits
to the rural distriets.

Then let us come here and exchange
ideas, and gather, knowledge that we
may adorn and improve our homes,
and cultivate our farms so as to increase
our products; not solely from the
selfish consideration to increase our
wealth, but to elevate our class.

An institution possessing so much
influence, performing so much good,
and increasing so rapidly in numbers,
may well attract public attention, and
excite a laudable desire to know its
progress, its principles, its aims and
objects.

The founders of this noble Order
built better than they knew. Iits cher-
ished aims and objects are all acknowl-
edged, but we should direct. our
thoughts beyond the social feature of
our Order. to the moral, intellectual,
and spiritual, to educate our members
to have a desire for their proper posi-
tion, and to impress them with a just
standard of duty, and to lead them to
walk in such a manner that they will
have a true appreciation of their whole
duty, whether to God, themselves, or
their brothers and sisters, adrift amid
the trials and misfortunes of life.
Then let us cultivate friendly and
social intercourse among the members

of this and all kindred societies. As
the sun shines impartially on all alike,
so let the benefits of our knowledge
and experience be given to all who will

| listen and profit by it.

Where a people are prosperous, ad-
vancing in civilization, refinement,
art, and a desire to advance their con-
dition, itis to be hoped that they will
reach a high state of perfection.

May we not expect to improve
our condition, when we can leave our
work, and spend a short time in im-
proving our minds, and cultivating
a better moral and intellectual condi-

| tion--for such the Grange inculecates.

It is well in the voyage of life to
make frequent observations of our
personal progress. By a common law,
we seem to claim an hour or day now
and then from the cares and duties of
this life, for pleasure, pastime, or sober
thought. Birthdays, wedding days,
and other anniversaries, are events that
seem to call up thoughts that cause
them to be observed; but there is
a fitness in the closing scenes
of any era, however short, for
a scrutiny of self. Now, as this meet-
ing closes the work of this Grange for
the past year, it seems proper that you
should ask yourselves what progress you
have made in the Order, what you have
learned. Have you made any improve-
ment in the past year to encourage you
to perseverance in the future? If so,
then let all unite with these brothers
and sisters who have been elected to
hold and perform the duties of the
offices of this Grange, to make this
year long to be remembered, because
you here to-day resolved to increase
your efforts to attain the objects for
which you organized ; for by so doing,
nowhere on earth will there be a people
whose prospects of success are more
assured, and whose future will be
brighbter than yours. K. J. BRowN,

A Prosperons Grange,
March 27th, 1880.
Editor Grange Visitor :

It bas been sometime since I have
seen anything in the VIsITorR from
Morenci Grange, No. 280, therefore T
send a few lines that the P. of H. may
know how we are getting along. One
year ago last January our membership
was 41, and at this date we number 82,
all of whom, except five, are in pos-
session of the new A. W., and are good
live working members, Our meetings
are very interesting and attractive, and
be the weather ever go inclement, our
hall is well filled. There are some
eight or ten members who bave not
missed a meeting during the past year.
We hold our meetings once a week,
and have a paper read once every two
weeks, composed of contributions from
the members, which adds interest and
amusement to the meetings., Last Sat-
urday evening we conferred the 4th
degree on seven men and women,
whom we have reason to believe will
prove good and desirable members. A
neighboring Grange visited us on that
occasion by invitation, and about 80
Patrons partook of the harvest feast,
and a most enjoyable time of about
half an hour was spent. Then our
Worthy Chaplain (who had resigned
the week before on account of moving
away) was presented with a large
illustrated family Bible, by one of the
sisters, in behalf of the Grange. She
made a very impressive and appropri-
ate little presentation speech; all of
which took our Worthy Chaplain so
much by surprise, that it almost un-
manned him at first, but after a brief
period he returned his heattfelt thanks
to the Grange, and expressed his regret
at leaving them. After that our paper
was read in a pleasing manner by a
worthy sister, which was instructive
and amuging, and responded to by W.

M. Abbott, of Chesterfield Grange.
After listening to short and spicy
remarks from visiting members and
others, the Grange was closed. We
are now taking 25 copies of the GRANGE
VisIToR, and I expect to send an-
other list of names ere long.
Yours fraternally,
SEC'Y OF MORENCI GRANGE.
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SCHOOLCRAFT, MAY 15, 1880.

Secvetary’s Department,

J. T. COBB, SCHOOLCRAFT.

Officers and of Sub 8
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange

Posraer srames of higher value
than three cents will be returned
to the sender.

AT BOME.

As some of our readers will re
member, we left Schooleraft on
" Tuesday, the ninth of March, and
at this writing, after an absence of
Just nine weeks, we find ourselves
at our old desk, ready to resume
our work for the Patrons of Michi-
gan first, and next for the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry where ever
found.
We have had a very satisfactory
trip, and hope that these few
weeks’ of relaxation have better
prepared us for the work that lies
Jjust before us.
So far as we see, our efficient
clerk has taken good care of the
business of the office while we
were away, and the Visiror itself
must speak. for the guardianship
of Bro. Woodman during our ab-
sence.

California is an immense coun-
try, and our flying trip has not, of
course qualified us for such definite
and exact statement of its condi-
tion, resources, and prospective
character, as more time would
have afforded.

But we have seen some of its
mountains and valleys. Some of
its old settlers, in different places,
and have some ideas of the Pacific
slope, and the intermediate coun-
try, that we shall present from
time to time to our readers.

-But as we had not prepared any-
thing for this number of the Visr-
Or before our return, and find, of

" course, some matters that require
our personal attention, and the
day of publication is so near, that
we shall not attempt, in this num-
ber, a continnation of our Califor-
nia Letters.

THE “GRANGE VISITOR.”

With the issue of the Visrror
for June 1, we shall resume the
management, for the State Grange
of Michigan, of its official paper.

Without premiums or promises
of jackknives or other claptrap, we
shall, as heretofore, do what we
can to furnish our subscribers with
a good, sound, reliable exponent
of Grange principles, and a me
dium of communication filled with
matter so selected and revised as
to be creditable alike to all con-
cerned.

We are aware that no subscrip-
tion list grows much without some
work by somebody. We have here-
tofore depended mainly on the
voluntary efforts of our friends for
aid in extending the circulation of
this paper, and we expect that in
the future, as in the past, that the
paper will rely on its merits and
the good-will of its friends for sup-
port.

‘We are now publishing a thous-
and more copies each edition than
we did last year and should like
to add another thousand before
the close of this year. As an in-
ducement to subscribe, we will
send the VIsITOR for the remaining

scribers, singly or in clubs, for 25
cents per copy ; and, as heretofore,
eleven copies will be sent for the
price of ten. The eleventh copy
will be sent free to any person
sending us ten names,with the pay
for the same.
Will Masters and Secretaries
at the next meeting of their
Grange; get some names and

effort will tell well for the Order
in Michigan. Specimen copies
| sent free to any address.

’ STATE AGENCIES,

| Under the head of “Executive
i Committee Meeting,” we find in
the May number of the State
Grange News, of 1llinois. the fol-
lowing criticism or our article
headed “ Grange Agencies.” in the
Visitor of March 15:

“The endorsement of Montgom-
ery Ward & Co. as Grange agents,
by the Michigan Grangg Vistror,
was condemned as injurious to the
Order, and especially to the prop-
{ erly authorized Grange agents,
they being in no proper sense
Grange agents or a Grange house
—simply doing a business of their
own, the same as any other house
in business in their fine.”

While what we said of this firm
in our article is true. this state-
ment,that Montgomery Ward & Co.
are not Grange agents, is also true,
and it was, perhaps, a little care
less on our part, in writing what we
did of this firm, undersucha head-
ing ; and we take pleasure in cor-
recting any impression “injurious
to the Order” or “ to the properly
authorized Grange agents,” which
our article may have created.

Our Grange agencies need and

are entitled to the support of Pa-
trons, wherever they have shown
by their work that integrity and
some special fitness for the po-
sition have been secured by the
body or organization establishing
such agency, and our article was
written for the sole purpose of in-
ducing more readers of the Visrror
to avail themselves of the advan-
tages which these agencies in our
great commercial centers afford,
not only to the Order, but to all
who see fit to use them.
We made reference to Montgom -
ery Ward & Co. simply because we
believed that that firm—pioneering
as it did a new method of distrib-
uting goods to Patrons and to the
people, at such advantageous
prices as secured renewed orders
and a growing trade for several
years—had not only benefitted Pa-
trons pecuniarily, but really
strengthened for a time the Order
itself. By the enterprise of that
firm—as it has expended thousands
of dollars annually in getting out
and distributing full and complete
catalogues—a knowledge of the
prices of the goods used and need-
ed by farmers, together with lots
of things not needed by them, has
been obtained by hundreds of
thousands of people, and a spirit
of co-operation cultivated and en-
couraged. By the very large
amount of business done, this firm
has probably made a good deal of
money ; but, as it has been done
in a legitimate way and really ad-
vantageous to our people,we make
no complaint. The firm are doing
business on their own hook and in
a way quite different from other
concerns selling goods in Chicago.
While they are undoubtedly quite
responsible, yet they are under no
bonds, either for good behavior,
indemnity or otherwise ; they
are not and never have been
Patrons.

please call attention to this offer |

send us, with the money ¢ A little |

Growers’ Association
agent in Chicago who is fully en-
dorsed by the Executive Commit-
tee of the Michigan State Grange.
That agent. Brg. Thos.
seems to be the right man in the
| right place, and we believe it not
only for the interest of the Pa-
trons of Michigan to patronize and
sustain that agency, but also their
imperative duty.

On our return trip, we stopped
‘ one day in Chicago and called on
Montgomery Ward & Co. We
found them doing a good business;
clerks all busy packing goods to
£o in every direction, even to Cal
ifornia and Oregon, on orders from
Patrons, miners and all sorts of
people.

When we got on to Water street,
we found Bro. Mason overwhelmed
with work, getting his new quar-
ters in shape for his rapidly in-
creasing business. He claims to
have secured a foothold second to
no other commission honse on So.
Water St. He not only received
the first consignment of strawber-
ries this season, but his daily re-
ceipts are greater than those of
any other house in the city. The
street usage of reporting to con-
signors daily sales by averages,
thus sinking all the extra value of
superior fruit, has not been adopt-
ed by him, but every man’s fruit
is sold on its merits — the owner
gets full pay for the lot sent, less
freight and commissions. As now
located, Bro. Mason has ample
room for handling wool, and ex-
pbects a considerable number of
consignments thisseason. We were
glad to learn that his location is
first-class and that he had fought
his way to success among the old
houses of the street, who made
war on the Granger when he start-
ed business some two years ago.

Brother Patrons,is it not true
that it only remains for us to take
advantage of what we have learn-
ed since we became Patrons to
realize nearly all the pecuniary
benefits which a reasonable ex-
pectation ever promised ? We hope
that, whenever any of our people
are in Chicago or Detroit, they
will not fail to visit-the agencies
of the Order.
When in Chicago, we ecalled at
the office of Bro. Chambers, Secre
tary of the State Grange of Illinois
and also State Agent and editorial
manager of the State Grange
News. He is located but two
doors from Bro. Mason’s place of
business, but, as he was not in
when we called, we are not pre-
pared to make any report of the
business of his office.

Wk find the “Farmer for Goy-
ernor boom,” so-called, has not

have an I

Mason, |

Gorrespondence,

Grange School.

Bro. J. T. Cobb -

As our Master and Secretary have
failed to respond to Prof. Beal’s re-
quest, I will give you a brief state-
ment in regard to the school held in
our hall. The first term opened March
12th, 1877, which was a two months
term; number of students, 18.

The last three years there has been
two terms each year, the first term
commencing about the first of Octo
ber and continuing twelve weeks, the
second beginning just after the holi-
days, continuing the same number of
weeks, and closing with an entertain-
ment given by the students, and the
proceeds applied for the benefit of the
school, or worthy objects

The studies pursued are philoso-
phy, rhetoric, algebra, and the com-
mon branches ; tuition, $1.00 per
term. The number of students for
the last three years has been from 25
to 40.

The school has been conducted from
the first by Sister Eva White, who
has had its entire supervision, and has
lubored with that zeal which ensures
success. She is a graduate of the
State Normal School, and had taught
several years before taking charge of
the school at our hall, is one of the
charter members of our Grange, and
is one of those who are quick to see
the new facilities the Grange is open-
ing up to the sons and daughters of
farmers, and that the educational was
far the most important, and should
receive our first attention. She be-
lieved that farmers had it in their
power to give their children better
educational advantages at home, and
while doing this they would benefit
themselves and children also.

Sister White was one of those who
has practiced her preaching, and like
many others, hus taken large risks for
the good ot the Order—but did not
fail to put into the investment that
enthusiastic effort that ensures suc-
cess,

About 20 of the students have
taught or are now teaching, and all
have succeeded well, 5o far as I have
learned. J. C. ENcrish.
Lowell, May, 1880.

Not so Fast, Patrons!

HowgLr, April 26th, 1880.
Bro. J. T. Cobb :

I have read your columns with profit
and pleasure for many years. In you
I recognize the voice of our Order, ut
tering such sentiments as seem good
for the advancement of the Order, and
the members composing it. If T under-
stood you correctly, you say to the
agricultural classes, “ Strive to promote
a higher standard of manhood and
womanhood within yourselves.” (ul-
tivate and improve the mental facul-

been allowed to sleep the sleep
that knows no waking, during our
absence, and we are glad to know
the fact. We believe it important
that farmers talk with not a little,
but with a good deal of independ-
ence about those political matters
that concern them. Brother Pa-
trons, let us hear from you. Tell us
what you think about Congression-
al support of the Department of
Agriculture : also, what you think
about the “ Governor Boom,” and
what you are going to do about it.
We shall perhaps have somelliing
to say about this matter in the
next number.

No Grange in this State has become
dormant whose members are all
readers of the GraNGE VisiTorR. A
word to the wise is sufficient. Take
heed and learn from the experience of

ties by seeking knowledge in every
direction possible, practice morality
and virtue, to the end that all sem-
blaunce of inferiority in our class may
disappear. To aceomplish this you bid
us organize in the Grange. The rule of
action you give usis, “In essentials,
unity; in non-essential, liberty ; in all
things, charity,” and you forbid our
discussing partisan politics in the
Grange. Your teachings have been
good. T like them well

But T want to scold a little now. This
political boom—the boom for a farmer
Governor, and all that, which your
last few numbers have had considerable
of, is very discordant to my mind. If
we had the naming of every officer to
be chosen in the State this year, it
would not be of the siightest benefit to
our Order. Undoubtedly we have
men in our ranks fit to fill almost any
position in the gift of the people, but
can we spare them? Suppose J. J.

Holloway is made Governor, C. G.
Luce is now in a high office, R. E.
Trowbridge is Indian Commissioner,
and many others have and would
again fill high places with honor (and
personally we could have no greater
delight than to see xheiradvaueemem),
but should we not have to take up with
second-rate men in their places? That
one of our leaders who attains high
public position, is spoiled for our use.
These men are a shining light, and
a power for good in our Order, and
while their individual right is to attain
| to and accept the highest position
possible, the voice of the Order should
not hasten their departure from the
places they now hold.

J. HARGER.

Girard Grange, No. 136,

COLDWATER, April, 25th, 1880,
Bro. J. T. Cobb :

Our Grange is prospering finely ; the
meetings are well attended, and are
made interesting by reports from visit-
ing committees and discussing ques-
tions from the question box.

Have had two open meetings the past
winter; the first addressed by Bro.
C. G. Luce and the Jast by Bro. C. E.
Mickley ; both were well attended by a
goodly number of outside farmers, and
were in every respect a success,

One of the most gratifying occur-
rences is that, at our last meeting, we
initiated 15 new members, and have
siX more applications, and there are
others anxious to Jjoin us.

Enclosed find $8, for which send us
12 copies of the Visiror to the follow-
ing: = = ¥

Fraternally Yyours,
G. W. VANAKEN,
Master Girard Grange, No. 136.

Notices of Meetings,

The next regular quarterly meeting
of Kent County Grange, No. 18, will
be held in the city of Grand Rapids, in
the hall of the United Sons of Industry,
Wednesday, June 16, 1880. The hour
of opening is 10 A. M. All Fourth
Degree members, who can make it con-
venient to do so, are invited to attend.

GEeo. W. Ewing, Sec.

Ross, Kent Co., Mich.

BERLIN, Ottawa Co., Mich.,
May 10, 1880, }

Worthy Sec. J. T. Cobb +

Bro. Chas. E. Mickley will be present,
at the regular quarterly meeting of
Western Pomona Grange, No. 19, to be
held at the hall of Ravenna Grange
Thursday, May 27. The program is
about as follows: Meet at 11 A. M.;
public dedication of the new hall at 1
P. M.; public lecture at 2:30 p. M.; fifth
degree session in the evening.; meet at
9 A. M. the next day; close at noon,
have dinner and go home. There was
a mistake In the notice given in the
last VIsiTor of the above meeting; it
stated that it was to be held Thursday,
May 28. It should have been Thursday,
May 27.
Fraternally yours,

CHAs. W, WiLDE, Seec.

Cass County Pomona Grange, No. 20,
P.of H, will hold a meeting at Poka-
gon Grange Hall on the 26th day of
May, 1880, at 10 4. M., for the installa-
tion of officers; Brother Thomas Mars
will officiate. All fourth-degree Patrons
are cordially invlted to attend.

Wi E. WiLLiams, See.

The May meeting of Clinton County
Grange will be held at Keystone Grange
Hall on the 26th inst., at 10 o’clock A,
M. All Fourth Degree members are
cordially invited to attend.

FRANK ConN, Sec.
GALESBURG, Mich., May 10, 1880,
Bro. J. T. Cobb :
The next regular meeting of Kalama-
200 County Pomona Grange, No. 27,
will be held Thursday, June 3, at the
hall of Montour Grange, No. 49, in the
village of Scotts. All Fourth Degree
members are cordially invited to be pres-
ent. Fraternally,

seven months of the year to sub-

The Michigan Lake Shore Fruit

others, and the past. C.L. W.

Woodman is sent to Congress, F. M.

Z. C. DURKEE, Seec.
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Lecturer’s Pepurtment.

C. L. WHITNEY, - - - MUSKEGON,

Pickings by the Way, No. 8.

NEW GRANGE IN IONIA.
Agreeable to previous correspond-
ence we took the P. M. train on
Tuesday, April 20th, and at six P. M.
were at Ionia. The friend who had
come to meet us was on hand with
full knowledge of the signs he was
sure to see, and by which he was to
know us. He had been well in-
structed by Bro. M., who fearing his
pupil might be mistaken and get the
wrong man, some bummer, came also
to the depot. But lo! the sign was
wanting, yet with the quick eye of a
detective, the sheriff soon recognized
us and introduced us to Bro. Higbee,
with whom we were soon going to-
wards the scene of the labors of the
evening. A new Grange was wanted,
and just room to put it in, and not
interfere with those now at work—in
the corner of the four towns, Orleans,
Ronald, Tonia, and Easton, Ionia Co.
One thing occurred to us here. In
this County where the Grange is
strong and well organized, it is easiest
to form a new one. Not knowing of
the meeting of Ionia Pomona Grange
on this day at a near point, there
seemed likely to be a confusion at
least. But no, the members of Ionia
Pomona Grange came out very large-
ly to our lecture and remained
through the work of organization of
Banner Grange. No. 640. In fact,
there were about as many members
of the Pomona Grange present as
there were of the new Grange, which
had thirty-one charter members. Bro.
enry J. Hall was elected and in-
stalled Master, and Bro. A. W.
8trong, Secretary of this new Frater-
nity of Patrons of Husbandry.

The labors of the day completed,
we went home with Bro. C. E. Highee,
where we made good use of the
remainder of the night. A thought
occurred to us while resting: Is it
not the duty of the Granges now
organized, co-operating, and working
together under the lead of the
Pomona Granges to see that every
farmer in our State has the knowl-
edge he should of our Order, and as-
sistance be given to work up organ-
izations at points suitable, but distant
from present Granges? For an or-
ganization to be successful in its
results, must be universal in its
application. AU farmers and farm-
ers’ wives and daughters should aid in
extending its benefits to all parts of
our land.

EASTWARD,

At early morning of the 21st ult.,
we took train at Higbee station,
about 20 rods from where we slept
and ate, and changing at Tonia, took
H.,, D.,G. H. & M. R. R. to the east,
where, in due time, reached Durand,
where we waited and wrote, and
waited until 6 P. M. for a train to
Lapeer. The Chicago train came at
last, but was s0 slow as to make us
very late to reach Lapeer, which we
did at last, and soon were abed and

asleep.
LAPEER COUNTY.

What is true of the prospects of
the wheat crop in this County is
equally true of all the Counties in
this part of the State. Clinton, Shi-
awassee, Livingston, Genesee, and
Lapeer, have each very flat land and
heavy soils, upon which we noticed the
wheat was generally quite poor. Some
rough new lands gave better promise,
while upon all the sandy, light soils,
also upon the gravelly and well
drained lands the promise of wheat is
excellent. a

From Lapeer we went to North
Branch, and on the 23d, to Burnside,

.
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where, in spite of rain and bad
weather, we talked to quite a good
attendance of people, including many
of the earnest retainers of the Or-
der from Montgomery Grange, No.
549, who had come six to seven
miles over very bad roads, to be
present at this meeting. We were
a little disappointed that we could
not re-organmize this Grange, but
think it is only a matter of time
when Bros. Gates, Cole, Sinclair, and
others, will have awakened sufficient
interest here to put No. 1 again at
the head. It ought to be the pride of
every farmer as well as every Patron
in this vicinity to see that this
Grange is indeed No. 1. < Attempt
the end, and never stop to doubt;
more difficult things have been brought
about,” is our advice to all who in
such, or in any good undertaking
hesitate.

A ride home with Bro. Montgom-
ery convinced us that the roads were
very bad, his wagon very strong, his
team very good, and his interest and
faith in the Grange very commenda-
ble. We had the pleasure of taking
dinner and tea with Bro. and Sister
Gates to-day in their new house,
built gince our visit to them in 1876,
Sister Gates has poor health, yet is
an earnest Patron and a worker.

The morning of April 24th, like
many others of this month, was not
promising, but inclined to fits of
weeping—all of which did not keep
us from writing, etc. Dinner brought
Bro. Chas. Cole and wife, the first
Master and Pomona of the fifst
Grange in Michigan, organized Jan.
10th, 1872. See Grange VisiToR,
April, 1875,

In the evening we went in company
with a goodly number of the mem-
bers of No. 549 to the northward of
Marlette, where in a school-house we
explained the objects and purposes of
our Order, and organized Marlette
Grange, No. 641, with its center in
the north-east corner of the township
of Burlington, Lapeer County. This
Grange has twenty-eight members
with R. F. Wellwood, Master, and
W. Roland, Secretary, and promises
to be one of the working Granges of
the State and County.

At a late hour we went home with
Bro. Montgomery for rest and sleep,
to which the following morning was
conducive, for the pattering of the
rain upon the roof did not in the
least disturb us or our slumbers. All
day it rained. Wet enough before,
still it rained and rained. We rested
and read and—let it rain,

Sow Seed.

If there is one thing that has often-
er than another taken our attention,
and annoyed us more than any other,
it is the want of knowledge among
the people, and especially among the
farmers, of the purposes and objects
of our Order.

How can we get members? is the
question often asked: By giving in-
formation, by getting farmers to read
our literature, the Visrror, our
“ Declaration of Purposes” and other
Grange publications.

To get up a large and enthusiastic
public meeting, it must be advertised,
not simply by a few hand-bills, but
by the circulation of a large amount
of reading matter upon the subject-
matter of the meeting.

Do you want a good attendance at
your June festivals? Get a large
number of extra copies of the Visitor
and the ¢ Declaration of Purposes,”
and send one to every family you wish
to have attend, with an invitation to
come to the meeting. At the meeting
have more copies at hand, and one or
more persons ready to use them in
getting subscribers, and thus sccure

at least four permanent readers to
each paper taken — spreading know-
ledge of the Order and awakening an
interest in its growth and perpetuity,
as well as in its objects and purposes.
Sow seed! Let every Grange plant,
and they shall reap.

Visitor for Seven Months.

There are now seven full months
more of the Visitor in 1880, and to
induce subscription to it we offer the
balance of the year from June Ist,
to December 31st, fourteen numbers,
for 25 cents. Send in the names at
once, that we may have an edition
large enough printed. Let every
officer, and brother and sister, each
get at least one new subscriber during
this month of May.
double onr list. Get every family
within the Grange to take it, and
also every neighbor farmer in your
jurisdiction. Go_at this to succeed,
to win, to add to your Grange, to
strengthen and increase our Order,
and enlarge and extend its benefits.
Don’t wait until June begins, but set
at work now, at once, and get a large
list by the 1st of June. Work in
your Grange meetings, and outside of
them, work everywhere All work,
and work to win. Who will send in
the lurgest list before June 1st, with
the money, for six months or a year ?
Who ?

We seldom speak directly to the
sisters of our Order, but the needs of
the case bids us lay aside our native
modesty. and say a word directly to
you. Do you know that you can
make our Order a grander success
than it ever has been. it you will?
No Grange ever became dormant that
had a half dozen good working
women in it. How can you make it
successful? By mak ng it pleasant
and interesting. By muking it at-
tractive s that no one can afford to
stay away. By first inlorming your-
selves upon your duties in
towards the Grange and its members,
and then insisting upon all others
Having awakened
an interest within, extend your field
of influence,and encourage those with-
out to join with you in advancing the
outposts of the only organizition that
has ever given woman her true
position and justice.

SwTERS, by a united effort upon
your part, you can more than double
the circulation of the Graxege VisI-
TOR, and within six months. Will
you do it? Let the sisters of each
Grange see to it that every firmer’s
tamily in their jurisdiction takes the
Grange Visitor for at least six
months.

and

doing the same.

Strangers and Oceasional Readers.

If you receive this number of the
VisrTor it is a special invitation to
you to subscribe, and get others to
tuke it. Try it six months and see if
you donw’t like it, [t will cost you
only 25 cents and if you send in your
name and money before June 1st, you
will get tourteen numbers for your
money.

RemMeMBER no Urange in this State
has prospered where members have
not some of them taken and read the
Visirog.

Our Next Congressman.

The question who shall be our next
candidate for Congressman this fall is
bring di B in a qui-t way by the
Repbueans of the Second Congres-
sional Distre’. In Washtenaw Co.,
which bas not furnisbed a member of
Congress since 1861, there is a general
feeling that there will be no impropri-
ety 1 sendmg w the Convention a
solid delegation in fuvor of the nom-
ination of one of her own citizens.
Asto who that wi'l be. we have heard
but one name mentioned, and we are

glad 10 say that the gentleman who

We may thus |

bears it is not untried, or without
experience in the discharge of legisla-
tive duties. He is not only well known
in his own county, but favorably
known throughout "the district and
the State. It is gratifying to note such
unanimity of sentiment as there is in
Washtenaw County in favor of the
nomination of J. Webster Childs, of
Augusta.

From the very general expression of
opinion which we hear, we feel confi-
dent that the Republicans of Washte-
naw County desire the nomination of
J. Webster Childs. They have tried him
and he has always discharged the
duties imposed upon him with ability
and fidelity. While he is a farmer, (a
fact which will add to his strength in
this district), his views are broad, and
he has a practical knowledge of our
varied State interests, and a large legis-
lative experience.

Our educational and charitable insti-
tutions, in which the people of Michi-
gan have a just pride, have had no
truer friend, or abler advocate than Mr.
Childs, whose devotion to their inter-
ests must everywhere be recognized.
{ The Agricultural College, with which
he has been specially identified, is
largely indebted to his efforts for its
present prosperous condition and na-
tional reputation.

He is a pure man, upright in char-
acter, and unfaitering in his devotion
to Republican prineiples.

The Republicans of Washtenaw Co.,
and of the Second Distriet would de
honor to themselves in nominating and
electing him as their next Representa-
tive to Congr ~-Ann Arbor Register.

ADVICE TO GRANGE OFFICERS.

| BEAD BEKORE WOODMAN GRANGE, NO. 610, BY
B. THOMAS, M. D.

God first ordained that man should be

A Patron of Husbandry ;

He sent him forth to sow the seeds,

To plant, and hoe, and kill the weeds,

And by hard labor and honest toil,

To live and cultivate the soil.

The calling, high and noble then,

The only one God gave to men.

The father taught it to the son,

Back at the time the world begun:

The same law, governs now as then,

When first God gave it unto men.

Other callings, of man's invention,

Have filled our world with such contention

That, to protect the farmers’ right,

‘W formed the Grange you see to-night,

Where honest farmers meet together,

Advise, instruct, and help each other.

Now, brother Grangers, let us try,

As days and yeats are passing by,

To love and favor one another

As we journey on together.

‘We must learn ourselves, and now begin it,

Make the world better for being in it;

Then love and union will abound

‘Where e'er true Grangers can be found,

For friendship feeds the hungry soul,

‘When merit underlies the whole.

Now, to the Master I would say,

Do well your duty, day by day ;

Over the Grange, have a watchful eye,

As weeks and months are rolling by.

Should you see members, in our hall,

Show disrespect, give them a call,

Aud see that he, or she ’s, made right,

Should any fault appear in sight.

Over the Grange, may you preside,

And rule with dignity and pride ;

See that no hasty word is spoken,

By which our harmony would be broken.
OVERSEER.

Now, to our Overseer we say,

Your duty extends from day to day,

For you must oversee the Grange,

To keep all right, I'd think it strange—

For i1f you do so, it must take

One-half your time while your awake.

Not only in the hall preside,

You have a duty still, outside,

A kind of watch-care, which may be

Irksome to you—"twould be to me.

Still let it be your great delight

To watch o’er members,and keep them right,

Instruct each laborer in his work,

And see that none are bound to shirk.

Obey the Master, and with grace,

In his absence, fill his place ;

And see that none from duty fall,

But keep a watchful eye o’er all.
LECTURER.

Worthy Lecturer, may you impart

And seal instruction te each heart.

Yours is a pleasant task indeed,

Instructing brethren in our creed.

May each address that you impart

Find a lodging in each heart ;

May reason guide you all your days,

And keep you in her pleasant ways.
STEWARD.

Worthy Steward, it is required of you

That you prove faithful, kind and true ;

Set each new laborer at his toil,

And teach him to prepare the soil :

And see that each receives his due

That labors faithfully and true.

"Tis yours to guide all o’er the farm,
And see that brothers meet no harm,
To see Grange property secured
You'll s0on to this become inured.
Use the spade where a noxious weed
Springs up, to scatter baneful seed,—
And see the fields are well prepared,
And that no needful work is spared,
That, when the reaping time shall come,
You'll take the sheavesin gladness home.
ASSISTANT STEWARD.
Brother, guard well the inner gate,
Assist the Steward, and on him wait.
Your emblem is the pruning hook,
First mentioned in the holy Book,
To teach mankind.to war no more,
But love each other and God adore.
Lop off each worthless branch, and see
The beauties of the well-pruned tree—
Then will its fruit be large and fair,
And show the benetfis of care.
BRO. CHAPLAIN.
The Book of books is in your care,
All man need know is written there,
It teaches all a man need know—
To till the soil, to reap and mow.
It speaks of seed, likewise of soil ;
It tells our needs, and bids us toil.
Tt poiuts us to a heaven above,
Where all is harmony and love.
The precious precepts in it given
Will lead direct from earth to heaven.
Then let me charge you to faithful be
To God and man, the Grange and thee.
BRO. TREASURER.
We have confided in you long,
And never yet have known a wrong.
Go on, as you have gone before,
And faithfully guard the Grangers’ store.
BRO. SECRETARY.
Arduous duties devolye on you,
To keep the records, and keep them true.
You are the organ of the Grange,
Then keep all right within your Grange,
And faithful may your record be,
In time and in eternity.
BRO. GATE KEEPER.
Be ever watchful at yeur post,
And guard ye well the Granger host,
See that none our pleasures share
But those we've chosen to be there.
Let not an enemy come near,
To rob our fields or sow the tare ;
But if any would their presence lend,
First be convinced that he's a friend.
If you are right, although a stranger,
Perhaps in time he'll make a Granger.
Keap bright the jewels in your care,
Protect the laborer everywhere,
And see that he is clothed and fed,
And that his children have their bread.
OERES.
‘Worthy Sister, be watchful ever,
Guard the sickle, and with care;
Thrust it in the fields, and never
Cease to cut the weeds and tares.
Bind them up with care and burn them,
The little faults our neighbors wear,
Look to our sisters, but do not scorn them,
For love and truth are centered there.
A goddess once, but now no longer
You the title hope to wear.
Be firm, be just, be wise and stronger,
Will you be for all your care.

Ceres was, in ancient fable,
The name of corn when deified—
‘We can’t tell now, nor are we able
To seek a cause which time must hide.

Still your duty lies before you,
Cease not your labor till it’s done ;
Impart fair wisdom’s leesons true
To those, at least, who have just begun,
POMONA.
The wreath you have upon your head,
Emblem alike of truth and love;
Oh, may its lessons ever shed
A light to those that round you move.
Those blossoms teach that bye and bye
The mellow fruit, so nice and fair,
Will come to bless and please the eye,
And with sweet fragrance fill the air.
FLORA, SISTER,
May garlands of flowers forever be thine,
Angd all their sweet fragrance be shed,
May you oft in some arbor on lillies recline’
And make of the roses your bed.
STEWARDESS,

Conduct our young sisters on their lone way
And see that their feet do not stumble.
Guide them aright, and they’ll not wish to

stray,

They’re our sisters,though ever so humble,
The crook of the shepherd is given to you,
It teaches you kindness and love,
Bea guide to our sisters,be kind and be true,
That at last we may all meet above.

Now, Bro. Grangers, let each choose the right,
And strive to improve every day,

Let us move on, in our strength and our might,
Till all opposition gives way.
January, 1880.




KEEF A STIFF UPPER LIP.

My boy, as you travel this mundane sphere,
You will find many things exceedingly queer,
That often will cause you to open your eyes

In a manner expressive of greatest surprise.
When you arouse from a golden dream,

Aud discover that things are not what they

seem ;
I fickle Miss Fortune should give you the slip,
Look her square in the face with a stiff upper
ip.

If folks pass you by with a cynical sneer,

Because in fine clothing you cannot appear ;

Never be cast down by trifles like that,

Though ragged your jacket and napless your
hy
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Ii your heart is all right, and level your head,
Supposing that you can show * nary a red ;”
They have dollars, you sense, and that’s the best

8T1P ;
Meet them square in the face with a stiff upper
lip.

If your girl should forsake you for some other
ow,

Don’t act like a calf and foolishly bellow,

For girls handle their cards with a gambler’s

art,
Oft playing the deuce with a fellow’s poor
hicact:

eart ;
Let them play a lone hand awhile at the game ;
If it's diamonds they seek, let them work for
the same.
There's as good fish in the sea 2s ever did nip,
Your luck may turn yet ; keep a stiff upper lip.

So, my boy when you buffet the wind and the
wave,

Remember life’s voyagers should ever be brave,

Though tempests may gather and breakers may

roll,

Keep yéur boat in deep water, look out for the
shoal ;

When the waves are dark, look aloft to the

stars,
If the vessel is wrecked, why cling to the spars
Heed the old maxim, “ Don’t give up the ship,
Whose anchor is hope ; keep a stiff upper lip.

i

Gommnuications,

Do Farmers Necd an Education ?
Worthy Master, Brothers and Sisters:
What knowledge and education does
the farmer need to enable him to be-
come successful in his calling? TIn at-
tempting to reply to the above question,

I will endeavor to give a few ideas as to |

what constitutes a successful farmer.
This term, as T understand it, has quite
a broad application. We are not to sup-
pose that a farmer is successful from the
mere fact that he has massed a large
property, or has a fine farm, well
stocked with good horses, cattle, sheep
and swine—all well fed and properly
cared for. In fact, having his farm in
first-class order in every respect does
not prove conclusively that he is a sue-
cessful farmer. To be such, he must be
a good citizen, well informed and al-
ways willing to use his means for the
benefit of the human race. His family
must be well governed and well in-
“structed in the calling which they are
expected to follow in life. In fact, the
successful farmer must be, in all the re-
lations of life, a true man, working not
for the present only, but for the future
as well. The farmer should have a
thorough business education. He
should be able to speak and write the
language of his country correctly. He
should understand mathematics, as ap-
plied to the ordinary business affairs of
life, that he may keep his accounts in a
way to be easily referred to and easily
understood. He should be a student of
history, that he may be able to trace the
human family from the earliest dawn
to the present time. History corrects
many false impressions, and is the best
guide 1o good government and the pros-
perity of nations. We are frequently
told that the human race is degenerat-
ing, especially in morality; but any
studentof history will tell you such isnot
the case. History presents to our view
a panorama of past ages, and inculeates
lessons that are of lasting benefit. Let
history be one of the studies of the
farmer. Y
Agricultureisthebaseupon which rests
ali other occupations,and as the farmers,
in ti:is country, constitute a majority
of the people; upoun them the very fab-
rie of our government depends for sup
port. Then let them be well acquainted
with the history of great nations that
have existed in the past, and study well
the causes of their decline and fall, that,
when they see the same influences at
work upon our own country, they may
rally for the right and stand as a wall
to save ber trom the fate of ancient
kingdoms and republics. Farmers, and
in faet, all others, should study carefully
the history of theirj own country and
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the biography of her great men. When
we read of our Washington, our
Adams, our Hancock, our great and |
noble Franklin, and many others, who
have given their talents and theirlives,

sess, does it not stimulate our patriot-
ism and make us proud of our great
country and its great men ?

Farmers should educate themselves
by observation, by close reasoning from
cause to effect. I have known farmers
who could searcely write their own
names, yet they were better educated,
in all that makes a successful farmer,
than others who thought they knew all

| that was to be found out about farming, |

by reading Greeley’s *“ What I Know
about Farming”’ and simiiar publica-
tions, written by men who learned the
art of successful farming by leaning
over the barnyard gate : but, when they
’ tried to put their theories into practice,
|

their lack of that practical knowledge
which is gained only by observation
and experience insured their failure. |
Some go so far as to say that evcr_vf
| farmershould bea practical chemist,that |
| he be able to analyze the soil and thus ]
' determine what ingredients are wanted |
to insure good crops. When the labor- ’
atory of the chemist is established on |
; every farm, weshall see some wonderful |
developments. Idonot claim to be very
well informed about such matters, but
i Ihave in some manner received the
} impression that chemists do not always |
| become the most successful farmers,
but frequently fail when they undertake
that calling. But then, they have one ‘
consolation : if cabbages, Mark
Twain says, brought eleven doilars a’
!head, their model farms would pay. |
| Farmers need experience and observa-
Pbiou more than they need chemistry,
’ to make farming pay. A general, to be

{

as

successful, must, as a rule, be educated
by actual experience in the artof which |
he expects to become master. A farm-
er must have talents equal to those of
a great general, to successfully carry on
the farm. An army cannot be success- '
ful unless the general understands all
the little as well as the great things
that pertain to supporting an army,
keeping it together and having it act as
one man when opposing an enemy. It
is the same with the farmer His forces
must be always well in hand ; his teams
and tools in good condition; his work |
well planned, as a good general plans
a campaign before he commences it;
and he must see that every one in his
service does his whole duty, and does it
in season. To know how to manage
hired help is certainly a great qualifica-
tion, should be fully understood by the
farmer. ‘ The eye of the master does
more work than both his hands;”
therefore he should use his eyes to good
purpose when looking after his help.
A farmer should have a thorough
knowledge of all bugs and worms that
prey upon his crops, that he may be
prepared to destroy them and protect
himself from their ravages. And, while
heis studying the subject of bugs, he
should not forget to pay some attention
to ** humbug " so that, when bored by
lightning rod, wire clothes line, cheap
package, or Jackson wagon agents, he
may make them realize, in terms not
to be misunderstood, that ** distance
lends enchantment to the view,” as far
as they are concerned. There is certain-
ly no class upon the face of the earth
which has suffered so much from swiund-
lers as the farming class. The reason is
obvious. Farmers in the past lived
isolated lives, and they were swindled
in detail, and all for the want of the
very knowledge which is taught in the
Grange. Let a Swindler come into a
neighborhood of live Grangers, united
and working for each others’ interest,
and his stay is short. He prefers to
work where each farmer  goes it on
his own hook.” There he knows that
he can string them all on his hook
without much trouble. Every farmer
should know his best interest is served
by joining the Grange, and doing all
he can to enlighten and strengthen the
farming class Standing alone, he is a
mere cipher; united with his brother

that we may enjoy what we now pos- |

farmers, he becomes a power. Before
the Grange movement, the farming
community was like a mob, without
order or discipline.  When one portion
made & move for reform, the other
wonld fall back like a team addicted to
seesawing, one pulling, the othér flying
back, till both were thoroughly tired
out, without moving the load. The im-
positions of sharpers and speculators
| have at length aroused a portion of the
farming community, yet there are
| many who, it appears, do not wish to
have their shackles removed, and
!seem to be sleeping that sleep that
; knows no waking, as far as their true
interests are concerned. As Grangers,
] we should do all in our power to arouse
| them from their lethargy, and make
them see in what direction their inter-
cst lies.  For if the present movement
fails, and the Grange is allowed to sink

finto oblivion, it will be a long time

before any other organization will
arise to take its place. Let us then try
to remove the scales from the eyes of
those farmers who oppose the Grange,
that they may say, ‘* Whereas I was
blind I now see.”
mock modesty, and when we see a
farmer whom we think would make a
live Granger, say to him, Would Yyou
like to join the Grange? If so, T will
inform yon how to make your applica-
tion,assisting you allin mypower. Give
him a copy of our Declaration of Pur-
poses, and tell him to read it carefully,
and point out to you all its objection-
able features. If he finds none, then
tell him to fali in line and Jjoin the
Grange. How long would our
Churebes exert the power they now do
if they were too modest to ask anyone
to join them. I believe when I find
anything good, it is my duty to entice
others to partake of the same. Let us
then act the part of missionaries, as it
were, and see if good results do not fol-
low,and there will besuch an awakening
among the sleepy farmers as will cause
their enemies, the sharks and specula-
tors, to emigrate to some more con -
genial clime, where the Patrons cease
from troubling, and swindlers ecan ply
their trade without molestation.

Education of Farmers® Children,

The following essay was read by A
N. Woodruff, at the Buchanan Farm-
ers’ Institute, January 12th, 1880:

MER. PRESIDENT: In responding to
the duty assigned me by your commit-
tee, I do so with the firm convietion
that what little I may say will
scarcely cause a ripple in the minds of
those whom this subject should most
deeply interest, or be the means
of any genuine reform ; yet, not
withstanding this, and that my la
bor may be unproductive of immediate
good, and perhaps wholly in vain, I
do not hesitate to contribute my mite
toward inculeating a truer conception,
a more careful consideration, and a
more perfect understanding of this im-
portant topic, beside which most others
sink into comparative insignificance.

Not that it is paramount to all others
to be considered at this time, for if that
were the case, other and more able ones
than I would have been assigned to this
work ; but to farmers in general, to those
who are directly interested—in short,
to those who are responsible for the
manner in which the education of
farmers’children is begun,developed and
consummated,it is,and should be consid-
ered, the vital question of the hour, the
oune upon which there should be placed
concentrated thought,united action, per-
sistent and unremitting activity. When
we have given to our charge the training
and development of the youthful mind,
than which there is nothing more pre-
cious, there comes with this gift a re-
sponsibility from which none can es-
cape, an accountability for which all
adult persons must answer, be they
high or low, rich or poor, and a duty
which, to discharge creditably, requires
our purest thoughts, our most worthy
ambitions, and most holy endeavors.

‘With this great work before us, ask-
ing by its fruits for better encourage-
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ment, pleading by its purity for more
beneficent treatment ; aye, demanding
by an array of vice, crime and igno-
rance truly appalling, more fostering
care, more ardent sympathy, and a
greater degree of perfection, can we
hesitate in placing ourselves upon a free
enlightened, and liberal educational
platform? Can we afford to become
weary or discouraged in striving to
make more perfect every fuctor in the
solution of this important problem ?

{ First among which I would place that

of the home and family cirele.

Parents, too commonly, fail to realize
the force and power of early instruction
in the formation of the character and
development of the mind. A parent,
to a great extent, holds the destiny of
his child in the hollow of his hand.
He has the training and development
of the mind in charge, when it is as
plastic and yielding as the potter’s clay,
when impressions are easily made, and
habits are quickly formed; when
proper care and discipline willstrength-

en the mind, develop the intellect, and |

The standard and work of our com-
mon schools rest with the farmers ;
they control the system, hire the teach-
ers, and arer ible for the
and failures, merits and demerits.

Our general plan of diffusing educa-
tion is a broad, enlightened and liberal
one; and if it were not injured by un-
wise legislation, and a bad standarq of
economy, would have a much greater
power for good than its most enthusias-
tic supporters ean now claim for it.

Next in order, though none the less

and I tremble for its success and per-
manency, when compelled to note the
opposition which it has to encounter at
every session of our State Legislature,
some of the most bitter and determined

of which is found among farmers,—
among those whose interests it is calcu-
lated topromote ; and who ought to use
all honorable means to further its cause,
increase its ugefulness, and place it
upon a sure and firm foundation of per-
manent prosperity, .

Place permanently within the boun-

| form habits of industry, honesty and daries of each township one or more

|
|

|
|
|

Let us lay aside our | economy much more rapidly than in

after years; when a love for the good,
the true, and the beautiful is inherent,
and is easily increased and strength-
ened; when example is as potent a
teacher as precept; and when, if he
has a pure and worthy love for his
child, every purpose, act and thought,
either in conversation or otherwise,

will be analyzed and given with the |

express purpose of creating happiness,
purity and excellence in the life and
character of his offspring. This is the
cqrrect rule in life, but too seldom is it
observed ; and in its stead, passion, ava-
rice and the love of present pleasure
wield the sceptre.

Not long ago I heard a parent say,
in reference to his only child, a son of
four years, that if some people had that

boy he would amount to something, |

active and energetic graduates of this
College, and you have secured an influ-
ence and power that will be felt in aid-
ing the interests of general education
and progressive agriculture, the results
| of which will be bene ficial anddurable
[ Much is being said and written at the
| present day that favors the introduetion
into our common schools of a text book
on the science of agriculture. To some
this may appear both feasible and wise,
‘ but I am of the opinion that until
teachers who thoroughly understand
I its principles can be obtained, that the
| effort would be fruitless.
‘ But there is a factor in our system
of education which has recently ap-
[ peared, into which a text-book on agri-
culture may be successfully introduced.
I refer to the *‘grange high-school,”
Where these schools are properly

but he never would with him; and I } appreciated and managed, a want long-

think he spoke the truth, for he neither
teaches his child obedience, nor exer-
cises a reasonable care in the choice of
his language, as he indulges in the use of
profane and vulgar words—though, as
his mouth is made foul by the use of
tobacco, this may not be wondered at.
How that child, and all others similarly
situated, are to be pitied ! for they are
not learning to respect the aged, to rev-
erence the pure and holy, nor to obey
the wishes ant instructions of their
parents. If there is one thing that I
would urge more forcibly than another,
it is that the child be taught obedi-
ence—taught to obey father and mother
and to respect all higher authority.
Resorting to cruel and severe
measures as a means to reach
this desired end, is neither nec-
essary or wise; but rather show by
act, word and deed an unflinching de-
termination to do right and to have
right done; to realize the nature, hab-
its and tastes of the child, and to act
accordingly, and to honor, respect and
obey all mandates emanating from a
higher and proper authority. With the
education in the home and at the fire-
side properly begun and maintained,
the way is paved for carrying forward
to a sucecessful issue the education
which the child ought to receive in our
common schools—the second important
department of instruction which claims
our attention. I place it next to the
home training, because it is intimately
associated with the home; because it
is well nigh universal, and because it
furnishes at least nine-tenths of all the
mental culture and discipline which
farmers’ children receive. That farm-
ers, as a class, do not manifest suffi-
cient interest in the welfare, prosperity
and success of our common schools;
that they give this great and noble
work less thought, less care, and less
study than ought to be given to the
most trivial and commonplace affairs
of farm life; and that the hope of the
farmer, of the people, and of the Na-
tlon depends upon the purity and excel-
lence of this department of instruction,
are facts that require but little thought
or observation to make plain.

felt and universal is supplied. But few
as yet have been established, though
wherever they have had competent in-
structors and an interested people, their
success has been assured.

In brief, I would say, bring into the
family circle everything possible that is
refining, instructive, and pleasing. Let
the children feel and know that you
are interested in their work, in their
amusements, and in their studies. Love
and honor your vocation, and they will
go and do likewise.
tend with regularity the common
school, and to be interested in its work 3
and when their work here is finished,
send them to the Agricultural College.
If more space is needed, send men to
represent you in our Legislature, who
will vote to enlarge its capacity. "And
aid by your voice, vote, influence, and
pocket-book, everything that tends to
improve our educational facilities, or
to diffuse a love for eduecation among
the masses.

Otsego trange, No. 364,
Otsego, April 23d, 1880.
Bro. J. T. Cobb :

I see in the VisTor communications
from many Granges, but seldom any-
thing from ours. It has been rather on
the down hill road for the lasttwoyears,
until last winter, when it seemed to
feel a reaction, and it has been gaining
ground the last few months,

On the 18th of April we gave the two
last degrees to fifteen candidates, and
after that we partook of a bounteous
feast, as good as it was plentiful. We
had a very nice time, and I hope we
shall have many moreof the same kind.

There seems to be a livelier interest
and a better attendance than we have
had for two or three years.

Our Worthy Lecturer makes out a
program for every meeting, of some-
thing to make it interesting, and be has
placed a question box upon the table,
to give a chance to those that are diffi-
dent. They can ask questions without
being found out.

If you think this little account of us
is worthy of a place in your VisIToRr,

*

you may publish it.

important, is our Agricultural College, -

Teach them to at- -

R
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|
|
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Ladies' Department.

TIRED MOTHERS,

A little elbow leans upon your knee—
Your tired knee that has so much to bear ;
A child’s dear eyes are looking' lovingly '
From underneath a thatch of tangled hair.
Perhaps you do not heed the velvet touch
Of warm, moist fingers, holding yours so

tight, )
You do not prize the blessing overmuch,
You are almost too tired to pray to-night.

But it is blessedness; a year ago
I did not see it as I do to-day;
‘We are so dull and thankless, and too slow
To catch the sunshine till it slips away.
And now ii seems surpassing strange to me
That while 1 wore the badge of motherhood,
I did not kiss more oft and tenderly
The little child that brought me only good.

I wonder so that mothers ever fret
At little children clinging to their gown,
Or that the foot-prints when the days are wet,
Are ever black enough to make them frown.
If I could find a little muddy boot,
Or cap, or jacket, on my chamber floor,
If Icould kiss a rosy, restless foot,
And hear its patter in my house once more.

If I could mend a broken cart to-day,
To-morrow make a kite to search the sky,
There is no woman in God’s world could say
She was more blissfully content than L
But sh ! the dainty pillow next my own
Is never rumpled by a shining head ;
My singing birdling from its nest is flown,
&he little child I used to kiss—is dead.

Are the Present Fashions a Blessing or
a Curse to the Ladies of the
Nineteenth Century.

I think that, to a great extent, fash-
ion has been, and is, a blessing, both to
ladies and gentlemen,for had it not been
for fashion, much of the ingenuity of
our age had been of no avail. We
would not know of the vast stores of
wealth laid up for us by a Kind Provi-
dence, and waiting only for the hand of
ingenuity to wrest it from its hiding
place, and make of it something both
useful and ornamental.

Of what use would the silk-worm be
were it not that fashion says we would
like to make beautiful garments from
the silk which they spin? Imwmediate-
ly some one begins to revolve in his
mind how this can be made into a form
80 as to be utilized for the pleasure of |
others, and be beneficial to himself;
and he does not rest until it has been
spun and woven into a fabric so pleas-
ing to all lovers of fashion. He has
accomplished a two-fold object: he has
not only become opulent by so doing,
but he has also developed the talent
within him? But had he not known
that the ladies of fashion would desire
this article, what wonld have been the
object in spending the best part of his
life in producing something which
would bring him no remuneration,

This is an age of advancement, and
who would wish that fashion should
not keep pace with the other improve-
ments which are being made.

God implanted in our souls a love for
the beautiful, and in all that He has
made we can witness the wondrous
taste which He has displayed.

Behold the trees as they put forth
their lovely foliage! Are they not be-
ing trimmed by the hand of God. Even
the ground which we tread upon is
covered with a carpet of grass and
moss, interspersed here and there with
daisies and buttercups, these again are
the trimmings with which God has
adorued His footstool.

‘Why, then, should we hear complain-
ing because God's people try, in their
feeble way, to follow the example
which He has given us? The trees
would subserve their purpose as fuel
just as well were there no foliage upon
their limbs, but how dreary would be
the aspect.

The notes of the little songsters, as
they warble their merry lays would be
just as sweet were all of their feathers
of a sombre hue; but behold the beau-
tiful plumage which God has given
them! Do we not all love to watch
these gay colored little songsters and
think of the kind forethought of Him
who gave them their diversity of color,
that our eyes might not tire of the mo-
notony which would otherwise exist.

God formed the earth and placed us
herein, aud whatever we are to be, we
must make ourselves. He has also
given us a spirit of emulation, a desire

to be equal to or even to excel those

whom we consider worthy of imita-
tion.

In what other or better way can we |

hope to rise, than by following the
fashions of to-day? Fashion has had
a great influence in bringing our Nation
to its present state of civilization. When
it became fashionable to ‘seek after
knowledge, and to despise ignorance,
when it was found that in knowledge
there is power, civilization took a long
stride towards advancement.

Fashion only devises means by which
we may utilize the power which God
has given us. Were it not that fashion
sanctions the use of gold and diamonds
as fit articles for ornamentation, they
would be of nomore value than a piece
of iron or stone, and we would never
have known how beautiful they could
be made.

Had it not been for fashion, the log
huts of forefathers would not have been
replaced by the beautiful dwellings
which now please the eye, and which
everywhere indieates advancement.

Where ever we look we may see the
effects produced by fashion, and I
think that most of them are far from
being a curse. See the cities which
have been and are being built; what
are they but the fruits of fashion.

If this be true, then think of the
thousands who find employment in
erecting these cities, thereby enabling
them to support their families and pro-
vide a home in which they may rest
when age or disease o’ertakes them.

Now, with regard to the fashion of
dress, I believe that it is our duty to
make ourselves as pleasing and attract-
ive to the eye as possible. If I have
been given a homely face, and fashion
suggests to me some little art by which
I may render it more attractive, as that
of arranging my hair in a becoming
manner, with here a puff and there a
curl, is it not a duty I owe to myself
and friends, to accept it and profit
thereby ?

How often do we hear our gentlemen
friends speak of the time which the
ladies waste in making fancy work,
and yet, perhaps, the same ones will
tell us to make our homes attractive,
that the husbands and children may
think home the dearest spot on earth.

Of course I do not think that the
only way to make it so is by filling
it with these articles, for there are qual-
ities of the heart which can do more
than all else; but how we all love to
see a bright, cheery room, and many of
the inexpensive little articles which
Dame Fashion pians for us, add so
much toits beauty, and ought to endear
them to the household, because of the
loving hands which fashioned them.

Some husbands will rave about the
beauties of spring, as it comes heralded
by the singing of birds, and the bloom-
ing of early flowers, when fruit trees

are decked with their snowy blossoms,
| and developing our latent faculties to

and the whole earth is teeming with
beauty ; and indeed it is beautiful and
worthy of all his praise. But when his

wife, after spending a dreary winter, |
| especially about their work.

over-taxed with the ever-multiplying

cares of the household, catches the in- |

spiration of the surrounding loveliness,
and desires to be in harmony with Na-
ture, and to freshen the charms which
first attracted her companion to her
side; should she but suggest to her
liege lord that she desires a new spring
bonnet, with a few of (but imitation
of) those flowers which he so much ad-
mired, he will immediately commence
to rail about the fashions, that they are
going to ruin him, ete.

The wife,after being repeatedly denied
the means by which she might gratify a
reasonable and commendable taste for
the common amenities of life, and she,
after having had her once keen percep-
tions blunted and her intellect dwarfed,
will be assailed by him as being stu-
pid, and he will seek amusement in the
society of others who have had a more
generous treatment, and who are fash-
jonable in their attire and sparkling in
intellect, forgetting that had his wife
received the treatment which she just-
ly deserved, she would have been supe-
rior to them all.

"THE GRANGE VISITOR.

Thus far I have spoken of fashion be-
ing a blessing to the ladies, but in so
doing, of course I did not include those
terrible fashions in which some men
love to indulge. Now I suppose that

my brothers are wondering what these |.

can possibly be, I think that I hear
some of you say, “Why, we don’t wear [
street sweepers, puffs, ruffles, bangs !
nor pin-backs.” Well, we will admit
all that, but then you have other fash-
ions which quite equal ours. For in-
stance, a gentleman who wishes to be
in style will don a tall hat, set it very
much on one side, I suppose to
balance his head, and strut off with the
air of one who has conquered a city,
when in fact it is nothing but his own
good sense which he has conquered.
These aforesaid gentlemen also love to
congregate upon a street corner and
calmly await the coming of some fe-
male, to whom they may exhibit their
grandness by giving them a prolonged
stare and a look which plainly says,
‘“ Am I not exquisite?” But there is
yet one fashion to which I look forward
with great interest, and happy will be |
the day when it shall arrive. Itis the

time when it shall be the fashion for

the farmers of our country to occupy

the positions to which they are justly

entitled. Whel it shall be the fashion

for them all to exercise brain power as

well as muscular. When, instead of
being mere drudges, they shall assert

their just right to rank with the most

intelligent of our people; and this

fashion will surely come.

The diamond, in its natural state, is
enclosed in a thin erust, and to all ap-
pearances is of no more value than an
ordinary pebble, but when this crust
has been broken, the beauty of the
gem within is revealed.

Just so it is with many of our farm-
ers. They are possessed of natural
talents, equal to those engaged in other
professions; but in constantly employing
their muscular powers, they have al-
lowed a crust of ignorance to form over
and hide these talents; but it only re-
quires a few strokes with the hammer
of knowledge to break this crust and
reveal the brilliancy of the intellect
within. BreLLe HULL.

Grange No. 76.

A Talk with the Sisters.

Dear Sisters of the Grange : 1 have
thought for some time that I would
like to have a good chat with you, so I
take this opportunity. Iam alone,and
itis raining very hard, and I am feeling
quite lonesome. o, now if our worthy
editor is willing, you will hear a few
words from your unpretentious sister.
It has been with many misgivings that
I have writen for the VisiTor. I know
full well there are those better qualified.

| But I love the Grange cause so well ; it

has been the means of bringing out

such a wonderful degree, that I think
it strange there are not more of the
sisters willing to jot down a few ideas,
I think
we might be of great help to each
other if we would do so. There are no
two that do their work alike, but there
is a convenient way, and one that is
not convenient. We should always
have some forethought about our work,
8o we may be able to save time and
strength. I think it is strength that
the most of us need nowadays, to keep
up with the present style of dress, and
the great amount of fine cookery that
has to be done when we entertain
company. Now sisters, do you like
this fashion? If you do, Zdon't. We
are wearing ourselves out for naught;
yes, and helping to shorten the lives of
others by cooking so many rich dishes,
and so many kinds to be eaten at one
meal. It is more than one-half that
ails this present generation —that
of eating and drinking too much. And
shall we keep right on Killing our-
selves, or shall we adopt a plainer and
more rational style of living? My
theory is to eat just such things as
agree with us. Do not keep eating

anything because you like it, for it will

injure you just the same. I have
thought if physicians would make out
a bill of fare, just such as we need to
build up the human structure, and
keep it in running order, they would
be greater benefactors to the world
than they now are. They would not
bave to invent their patent nostrums
to cure us, But there are other things
we must learn, among which are-the
laws of our being, and these we can
learn, for there are many good works
on physiology which cost but little; so
we are to blame for a good share of our
ignorance. We must understand what
nature requires of us, and submit to
her rules, and be temperate in all
things, if we would enjoy good health.
Our noble Order teaches it, the Bible
teaches it, and the laws of our being
teach it, and we cannot so transgress
without suffering the penalty. My
dear sisters, I wish you to know that I
am reaping thereward of my transgres-
sions. Iam old beyond my years, my
eyes are poor, my hands tremble, and I

| lack the strength and vigor that should

be mine at my age. I think it has
been caused by over-work, and over-
eating when too tired. We must re-
member that our stomachs cannot
digest food properly when we are tired.
It will sour and that causes dyspepsia.
But there is one thing I am not guilty
of, and that is wearing corsets. I
never wore one more than four days in
my life. and it don’t seem to me that
they should be It was the
most uncomfortable thing I ever wore,
and I had Dr. Moore’s health corset at
that. It seems cruel to let our girls
wear them, especially before they get
their growth. They say they don’t
lace, but I have known the round
robust form to change very suddenly
after putting on corsets. I think if our
girls’ clothing was made loose like our
boys’ (now don’t laugh for they can be
made to set smooth and look nice too),
and let them romp out of doorsenough
to get the strength and vim that our
boys have, they would be just as
healthy as our boys are. If the world
needs one thing more than another, it
s strong, healthy women ; and 1t is for
the mothers tosay whether we shall have
them or not. And fathers too, see that
you have a care in the instruction and
education of both your sons and your
daughters.

‘Well I have scribbled perhaps more
than will find its way into the Visi-
TOoR. I have written some things I
did not intend to write when I com-
wmenced, but hope I have not said any-
thing amiss. I meant to have said
more about the Grange, about cooking
healthy food, ete., but will bave to
wait till another time, if Bro. Cobb is
lenient with me this time. Sisters,

write. Love to you all.
AunT KATE.

worn.

A Rather Partial Criticism—Schooling.

Worthy Brothers and Sisters :

What is going to be done with Bro.
Woodman for making the VISITOR
so interesting that we cannot leave
it until entirely read? If I had not fin-
ished Louse-cleaning in time to attend
thelast Grange, Bro. Woodman would be
the one to bear the blame; or if I had
not finished for another week, it would
have been the same, for I should not
miss that meeting or any other one, so
long as I had the VISITOR to keep my
courage up.

But let me tell you how it was. Tues-
day evening last, I had just got into
the merits of housecleaning, when, at
about five o’clock, the GRANGE VISITOR
was brought in. Of course we had to
inspect and comment on the portrait of
Worthy Bro. Cobb. After which, the
paper was laid away to await a leisure
moment

When the milking and supper were
over with, and *‘ the Granger girl ”’ was
washing dishes; No. 2 holding a se-
cret session in her own room, discuss-
ing ‘‘Stocks and Brokerage;” No. 3
in the kitchen, deep in the intricacies
of *‘long division; " No. 4, the only
boy of the lot, fast asleep in bed, not
troubling his precious head with math-

ematics, or any other ics. I thought to
help on the work for the next day, so I
took the whitewash brush and worked
away for a time; put the pipe on the
stove, made a fire, replaced a few arti-
cles, and when the rest were safe in
bed, sat me down to enjoy the fire ¢
moment. I took up the VisiTor and—
well, I read, and I read, and kept on
reading, until the fire was nearly out ;
1 had turned the paper right side out
and began folding it, when these words
met my eye, ** Read the address of Rev.
Thos. K. Beecher.” Flip!—The sheet
is open to the page, and I begin. I
read and re-read, and read again, and
would you -believe it, the eclock
strikes twelve before I am ready to
leave that page. The consequence
is, I did not get up till after six next
morning; then at breakfast I men-
tion that address, —no getting to the
plow for the ** gude mon’’ until that is
looked into a little, and there is no get-
ting that ‘‘Granger girl”’ to putting that
room to rights until that address is
read again.

So you see that our house-cleaning
does not get on very fast. It does seem
as though our little paper became more
interesting with each issue. Nothing
to censure—all to approve.

I am much interested in schools, and
there are a few thoughts I wish to pre-
sent. A friend, one who has had expe-
rience both as a teacher and a superin-
tendent, once said to me : *‘(Girls learn
faster at school than boys up to the age
of sixteen years, at which age boys, as
a rule, begin to develop a greater inter-
est, and girls to lose interest in books,
in the same proportion.”’

Has any reader of the VIsSITOR
marked this? and if this be true, what
a great and lamentabie fact it is that so
many farmers’ boys are taken from
school before they reach the age to be-
come really interested in education. It
sometimes seems to me that boys
should be compelled to attend school
until they acquire such an interest in
learning that nothing will turn them
fromit. People say, ‘‘ Oh, you cannot
compel boys to learn if you do compel
them toattend school.” “*Constant drop-
ping wearstherock.” If that boy knows
you are determined to keep him in
school, he must be learning something,
and once convinced that you mean to
keep him there, he will begin to develop
his mind in spite of himself. Then it
is with the parents tosee what theschool
is,and that proper teachersareemployed
therein, and then we will not feel com-
pelled to admit that the rising genera-
tion are not as well qualified for busi-
ness as those who are now passing
away. I know of neighborhoods where
such is the lamentable fact.

Again, when the boys leave the school
at thirteen or fourteen, there is no re-
straint upen the girls, and instead of
striving to so conduct themselves as to
gain the esteem of all their school-
mates, they become careless and if they
do not leave school, their minds are
filled with nothing beneficial. They
do not strive to advance in books, or
in any other way. There are commu-
nities where schools have been almost
ruined by the practice of allowing boys
to stop attendance, and where a few
forward girls have led the rest.

But I have written more than I in-
tended already, so I will wait to hear
from others on school matters, in which
each Patron needs to be deeply inter-
ested. Fraternally,

Mgs. HELEN FINCH.

A Fertilizer for Strawberries.

An experiment made last year by
myself may not come amiss at this time
with those. who grow strawberries. I
procured a half-hogshead, filled it with
rain-water, and put into it one-quarter
pound ammonia, and one-quarter pound
common nitre. When the strawberry
plants were blossoming out,I gave them
a sprinkling of the solution at evening
twice a week until the fruit was nearly
full size. The result was double the
amount of fruit on those plants
where the liquid was applied to, than
was obtained from those right alongside
where none of the liquid was ap-
plied. Letall giveit a trial.—Selected.




A Cheerful Wife.

What a blessing to a household is a
merry, cheerful woman — one whose
spirits are not affected by wet days or
little disappointments—one whose miik
of human kindness does not grow sour
in the sunshine of prosperity! Such a
‘woman, in the darkest hours, brightens
the house like a piece of sunshiny
weather. The magnetism of her smiles
and the electrical brightness of her
looks and movements infeet everyone.,
The children go to school with the
sense of something great going to be
achieved; the husband goes into the
world in a conqueror’s spirit. No mat-
ter how people annoy and worry him
through the day, far off her presence
shines, and he whispers to himself:
“‘At home I shall find rest.” So day by
day she literally renews her strength
and energy. And if you know a man
with a beaming face, a kind heart and
a prosperous business, in nine cases out
of ten you will find he has a wife of
this kind.

MARRIED.

HUNT-WHITE.— At the residence of Mrs.
J. H. English, in South Boston, by the Rev. G.
E. Holister, Mr. Epson H. HonT to Miss
Eva WHiTE, both of Boston. The parties
above are members of South Boston Grange.
The formerisa graduate of the Agricultural
Coilege—the latter has taught the school in
South Boston Grange. Their wedding tour con-
sisted of a trip to the farm, where they arrived
on the same day, and enterod upon the duties of

ducti ay happi and success
a long hife.

a farm.
attend them through

THE REAPER, DEATH,

HALL.— Died, at his residence in Berlin
township, Ottawa Co., Feb. 19th, Bro. Stephen
D. Hall, a charter member of Ottawa Grange,
No. 30, at the advanced age of eighty years.

[This notice and the accompanying resolutions
of condolence and sympathy adopted by the
Grange — if received — got mislaid, er over-
looked in some way, as we know nothing of it,
except from a letter of inquiry just received,
which gives the fact and date of death.)—Ep.

WHITLOCK.~ Died, at her home in Green-
‘bush, Clinton Co., Mich., April 24th, 1880, Ipa
L. WHITLOCK, in the 24th year of her age. She
was a member of Keystone Grange, No. 226,
and although she was a resident of the town
scarcely two years, she leaves a large circle of
friends to mourn her loss.

Resolved, That we, as a Grange, earnestly
sympathize with the bereaved friends.

Resolved, That our charter -and altar be
draped in mourning for sixty days.

Resolved. That a copy of these resolutions be
put upon the Grange record, a copy be present-
ep to the husband of the deceased, and a copy
be sent to the County papers, and GraNGE Vis-
1ToR for publication. Mgs. O. 8. Town,

Mgs. S.D. KEvEs,
Mzs. R. C. VooRHEES.

TANNER.— Died, at his residence in the
township of Gaines, Kent Co., March 31st, 1880.
‘WaEREAS, Death has entered our field for
the second time since the organization of our
Grange, and removed from our midst our wor-
thy and respected brother, WARREN D. TAN-
XER ; therefore,
Resolved, That while we humbly bow in
submission, we fain would express in words our
for the of a b d fam-
ily, at the same time fully realizing the inabil-
ity of our words to heal the wound inflicted by
their loss. We will, nevertheless, offer our
heartfelt sympathy and condolence to the fam-
ily of our deceased brother.
Resolved, That, as we cannot reach the dead,
and can the living, we will, therefore, in the
future, be more faithful in the disch of our

ghnrter of the Order for the period of thirty
ays.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
presented to the family of the deceased, the
same to be placed upon the records of the
Grange, also that a copy be sent to the GraNGE
Visrror for publication.

A. J. GisBs,
Rivey TarT,
J. A. WHITE,
Committee.
Orange Grange, No. 168.

PLEASE bear in mind, I pay special
attention to the filling of all orders for
Dry Goods, Garden Seeds, Scales.
Watches, Jewelry, Machinery, ete.,
ete., and at Wholesale Rates when or
dered in bulk, that is, by the barrel,
half-chest, case, bolt, ordozen; and in
smaller quantities, at the best rates
attainable, cash to accompany the or-
der. T1ros. MASON,

159 So. Water St , Chicago.

The H. L. C. Leather Dressing.

MIDDLERUSH, N. J., May 234, ’79.

The can of L. D. came safely to hand,
and we have given it a thorough test
here on my farm. It is certainly all
that you claim for it.

I remain, yours fraternally,
MoORTIMER WHITEHEAD.
PLAINVIEW, Wabash Co., Minn., }
July 16th, 1879.
A. D. STRONG, Bsq.:

Dear Sir.—The H. L. C. Dressing
obtained from you was thoroughly ap-
plied to my single and double harness,
over six months ago, and I have used
it on boots and shoes, and I wish to say
I am delighted with it. Tt makes stiff
leather soft and pliable. Nothing fries
but and gums the surface, as with oils
and grease, when used in the hot sun.
On the contrary, the leather is very
pliable and has a smooth, bright sur-
face. I believe it the best article any
can use on harness, boots and shoes, for
hot or cold, wet or dry, weather. I
never used anything I liked so well,
and from personal acquaintance and
business with you, I believe all who
give you their confidence will be hon-
orably treated and always satisfied.

Yours truly,
T. A. THOMPSON.

Write to G. W. Hill & Co., or any
other Grange Agent for general Cir-
cular, and price to Granges.

OOER ST X9,

THE MICHIGAN HOMESTEAD is
offered on trial to new subscribers three
menths for

25 CENTS.

o

¥s a complete Farm and Family Pa=
per, and is fast winning its way to public favor.

GIVE IT A TRIAL.

PR

CLUBS.

As an inducement fo all our friends to work
for THE BOMESTEAD, we offer the paperat
the following rates :

One copy. one yéar, ..
Two copies, one year
Five copies, one year..
Ten copies, one year

Send the amount by
draft, write the names and addresses plainly,
and we will send the paper postpaid, promptly
upon receipt of the order.

P can forward ions and

duty to the living.

Resolved, That our charter be draped in
mourning for sixty days, and the members of
this Grange wear the badge of mourning the
same length of time.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
sent to the GRANGE VISITOR, with the request
that they be published therein.

‘W. D. Lupi~erox,
Committee.
Ellena Grange, No. 350, Fisher, April 18th,’80.

CORRIGAN.—W=HEREAS, Lake Grange, No.
84, has been called upon to perform the last sad
duty incumbent upon us, iv attending the ru-
neral obsequies of our late worthy Brother,
Joax CorriGaN, who died April 10, 1880;
therefore,

Resolved, That, in the decease of Bro. Cor-
rigan, Lake Grange has lost a staunch member
and true Brother, who in life proved himself a
true friend, a good neighbor and an affectionate
husband and father.

Resolved, That the condolence and sympathies
of this Grange are hereby tendered to the
widow and family of our late Brother, with
the assurance of such material aid and advice
as may be necessary to prove our regard and
the fraternal character of our Order.

Resolved, That a copy of the above be pre-
gented to the family of our late Brcther, and
one also to the GRANGE VIsITOR for publication.

WirLiax A. BRowN,
Exuma E. Lookey,
Mary ROBARDS,
Committee.
Royalton, May, 1880.

WILLIAMS.—WHEREAS, In accordance with
divine law, brother RicEARD Wirriams has
passed from this life ; therefore,

Resolved, That in the death of our worthy
brother, his family have been calied to part with
a kind and tender husband and father, the
church a firm and_devoted pillar, the Grange a
contistent and active member, and the commu-
nity a res| and honored citizen. ¥

I{ualud, That we mingle our sorrow and
tears with those of the bereaved family, and ex-
tend unto them that sympathy which flows
from hearts which feel for others’ woes.

Resolved, That while we, as Patrons, deplore
the tion from our worthy brother, we
shall ever cherish his memory, and miss his ge-
nial smile and quiet presence.

Resolved, That in token of respect for the de-
parted, we drape in mourning our hall and the

names at once without waiting to fill clubs. One
dollar (net) must be sent for each subscriber.
Address,
MICHIGAN HOMESTEAD CO.,
54 Bates St, Detroit, Mich.

BEES FOR SALE.
ITALIANS, WITH QUEENS FROM M-

PORTED MOTHER. WRITE FOR PRICES.

0. B. RANNEY,
Kalamazoo, Mich.
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THHE
AGRICULTURAL WORLD,

A HANDSOME
SIXTEEN PAGE
WEEKLY.

IT IS THE ONLY AGRICULTURAL PA-
PER IN THE STATE OUTSIDE
OF DETROIT.

The Agricultural World market reports are
fuller and more reliable than can be found in
any other paper published in Western Michi-

&

n.
g The Household Departmernt isin the hands
of a practical housekeeper, and is carefully and
ably conducied.

Many of the ablest farmers and writers of
‘Western Michigan are regular contributors to
the World, and these practical, everyday let-
ters are alone worth more than the subscription
grica of the paper. Tie Grange interests and

range news form @ special feature, and are at
all times tully represented. The series of arti-
cles now running entitled “Farmers’ Relation
to Law,” being an exhaustive treatise of the
law of highways, titles, fences, drainage, es-
trays, patent-rights, etc., ete,, are well worth
five times the sub-eription price of the paper
(81.00). Every farmer in the State should read
these articles. The duties of township officers
are clearly pointed ouf, and all law qurstions
relating to Agricultural pursuits fully ex-
plained.

The publishers will send to trial subscribers
during the months of May and Juneas fol-
lows : for three months, 25 cents; or in clubs
of five or more, 20 cents each.

F. M. CARROLL & CO.,
25 Caxan STREET, - GEAND Rarips, MicH.

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

NUMBER 27, for 1880.

Please observe that our Price List,
No. 27, for Spring and Summer, 1880, is now ready. It
is embellished with over 1,200 illustrations, and con-
tains prices, with descriptions, of over 10,000 articles,
useful and ornamental, such as Dry Goods, Notions,
Clothing, Boots, Shoes, Saddles, Harness, Crockery,
Clocks, Watches, and Jewelry, Musical Instruments,
Groceries. &c., &c., all of which we offer, to the con-
sumer only, at Wholesale Prices, in any quantities to

suit the requirements of the purchaser.

The only

house in America who make this their special and ex-

clusive business.

Price Lists, Order Blanks, and Sam-

ples of Piece Goods, SENT FREE to any address

upon application.

We are the Pioneers of this plan

of dealing directly with the Consumer, HAVING
ORIGINATED the system in 1872.
MONTGOMERY WARD & CO.,
227 & 229 Wabash Av., Chicago.
REFERENCE-The First National Bank, Chicago.

Wool - Growers’ Bulletin,

——THE ONLY—

WOOL-GEKOWERS PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AMERICA.

Gives all the Wool News and Latest Markets,

FOR 50c. A PEAR.
Address,
WOOL-GROWERS’ EXCHANGE,
STeUBENVILLE, OHIO.

HEADQUARTERS FOR 'LAND PLASTER

DAY & TATYLOR,

Grandville, Mich

Are prepared to furnish LAND PLASTER,
fresh ground, at contrret prices, made
with the Executive Committee
of the State Grange.

LAND PLA!
Send us your Orders direct.
janl-ly DAY & TAYLOR.

FLOWER SEEDS AND PLANTS,

1t is now nearly time to use FLOWER and
VEGETABLE SEEDS, also to get BUDDING
PLANTS and HOUSE PLANTS.

Send in your Orders, and get the usual LOW
RATES given to Bro. and Sister Patrons.

Send fer anything in my line, and I will
furnish it to you, or inform you where to get
it. Fraternally,
C. L, WHITNEY,

Muskegon, Mich.

A large stock on hand of pure, finely-ground
STER, |

March 15, 1880.

The Husbandman.

SIXTH YEAR.

REDUCED PRICE !
81 =>=ax_$l.

§ m———

The HUSBANDMAN has been widely recognized
as standing in the front rank of agricultural
journalism. While tzeating fully all questions
embraced in

PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE,
it discusses with fearless ability the economic
problems that aff-ct all productive industries.
It strives earnestly to incite thought, broaden
conception and increase understanding of the
wrongs through which agriculture has suffered,
especially the

UNJUST TAXATION
fastened upon it, and the hurtful discrimina-
tions by which its products are cheapened be-
low the cost of the labor employed in their
production.

1t would stimulate self respect among farm-
ers through well-applied thought, fitting them
to represent their industry in the halls of leg-
islation as a vital necessity to national pros-

perity.

All the well-known features of the HusBAND-
MAN will be maintained, including full reports
of the famous

ELMIRA FARMERS CLUB DISCUSSIONS,

and from time to time editorial letters of travel
and observations abroad.

ITS LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
will embrace many writers whose work has al-
ready added largely to the interest aud value of
its columns.

It will present complete reports of NEW
YORK and PHILADELPHIA MARKETS.

A FREE COPY will be sent to any person
who forwards in one order the names and ad-
dresses of ten sub:cribers, new or old, with ten
dollars in payment there for.

Remittances may be made by draft on New
York, Postoffice money order, or in currency.
Checks on country banks involving expense 1n
collection must have ten cents added to meet
such cost,

Drafts, Postoffice money-order and checks
should be made payable and all letters ad-

dressed to
HUSBANDMAN,
Ermiza, N. Y.
Sample copies free on application.

SAVE MONEY !

BY PATRONIZING YOUR OWN

STATE
BUSINESS
AGENCY.

1 AM PREPARED TO SELL YOU A
Single SEWING MACHINE

—— AT ——

WHOLESALE RATES!

THE STANDARD SINGER,
THE EXCELSIOR, Or
THE IMPROVED WEITNEY
STYLE OF FINISH,

No. 1815, No. 2 $16, No. 3 $17, No.4 $18.
MACHINES FULLY WARRANTED,
— AND —

SENT ON 10 DAYS’ TRIAL,
1IF REQUESTED.

EZ"ORDER DIRECT OF
THOMAS MASON,

Patrons’ Commission Merchant,
CHICAGCO ILL.

A. VAN DENBERG,

MANUFACTURER,

WHOLESALE AND RETATL DEALER IN

Harness, Whigs, Blankets, Tranks, &c.,

22

Monroe Street.
GeAND Raring, MIcH.

I take pleasure in presenting to your favor-
able consideration my CASH Price List of
Harness Work—HAND MADE. ALL of my
own manufacture—and also to return thanks
for the liberal patronage I have received from
the different Granges throughout Michigan. I
shall do in the future as in the past, furnish the
best goods for the least money.

Farm Harness, White Trimmed, Breech-

ing; Round Lines, Snaps, Rum Straps,

and spread rings, complete, . ...$29 00
The same without breeching,. . 26 00

« « with Flat Lines, .. .- 28 00

(I & & “  without bre’ch-

-825 00

med, rom $25 to 30 00
The same Nickel Trimmed, from $35 to 50 00
Single Bugey Harness, with Round lines,

white trimmed, . .13
Same with Flat Lin 2 00
Nickel Trimmed,..$15, 5 00
Flat Lines, with Snaps,..
Round Lines, with Snaps,
Hame Straps, per doz.,..
Headstalis, Blinds, Road Checks,
Collars, . ..........
Five-Ring Halters,
Breast Straps, with snap,
Martingals, ...

£ kD
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ALL ORDERS RECEIVED UNDER SEAL
OF THE GRANGE

‘Will be shipped at once, and may be returned
at my expense if not entirely satisfactory.

GILEAD, Mich,, Sept. 2d, 1878.

I have ordered several setts of Harness of A.
Vandenberg, of Grand Rapids, in the last two
years, and have recently seen nearly all of the
purchasers, and find that the work has given
good satisfiction.

(Signea,) C. G. LUCE.

Address all orders to

Yours very Respectfully,

A. VANDENBERG,
992 MONROE ST., GRAND RAPIDS.
-97

READY-MIXED PAINT

——AND—

PARIS GREEN,
FIFTY PER CENT SAVED.

PATRONY’' PAINT WORKS

For THE MANUFACTURE OF

INGERSOLL'S Ready Mixed PAINTS
THE BEST AND CHEAPEST
PAINTS IN THE WORLD.

Paris Green aud Brushes of all Kinds.

Freight puid on Paint and Paris Green to all
parts of the country. So it makes no differ-
ence whgre you live, you get goods at the same
price as if you were at the Factory.

Our book, «“ How EVERY ONE CAN Parxm,”
with 20 Brilliant Colors, Brushes, Ete.,
Tllustrated, mailed free upon
application to

PATRONS’ PAINT WORKS,
Send for our Book. 162 Sourx 8r., N. Y.

GEO. W. HILL & CO.,

80 Woodbridge St., - - Detroit,

Are now prepared to handle

Wheat, Oats and Corn,

IN CAR LOTS.

Having plenty of storage roem we can also
handle

APPLES,
BEANS,
CHEESE,

POTATOES,
BUTTER,
EGGS,

and in fact anything and everything that =
farmer has to sell,

On as Favorable Terms as any
House in the City.

We also PURCHASE ALL KINDS OF

G00DS for STORES, CLUBS and Families

At the Lowest Wholesale Price.
ts and Orders Solicii

Consig
¥12-n070tf.

T, J. STRONG,

Monterey, Allegan Co., Mich.,

Breeder and Shipper of FPure

Improved Chester Whites

Bred from the Noted Herd of S. H.
TODD, of Wakeman, Ohio.
J& Correspondence Solicited.

TOO LATE

It soon will be. The rise of more than half in
the price of Iron is more than we can stand.
For a very short time only we will receive or-
ders at old prices, viz.: 5 Ton Wagon Scales,
$50. All iron and Steel. Sold on trial—
freight paid by—no money asked till tested and
found satisfactory. All sizes.
JONES OF BINGHAMPTON,
Binghampton, N, Y.

Paw Paw, Mich., May 18th, 1878.
JONES, OF BINGHAMTON:

My Scales give entire satisfaction. 1 have
subjected it to the most severe- tests, and find it
not only correct in weighing large or small
amounts, but perfectly reliable.

Yours, Fraternally,
[Signed]

J. J. WOODMAN.
PRICE LIST of SUPPLIES
Kept In the office of the Secretary of the
MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE,
And sent out Post Paid, on Receipt of Cash Or-
der, over the seal of a Subordinate Grange,
and the signature of its Master or Secretary.

Porcelain Ballot Marbles, per hundred,...
Blank Book, ledger ruled, for Secretary to
keep accounts with members,... e
Blank Record Books, (Express paid),.... .
Order Book, containing 100 Orders on th
Treasurer, with stub, well bound,
Receipt Book, containing 100 Receipts
from Treasurer to Secretary, with stub,
well bound, .
Blank Receipts , P
Applications for Membership, per 100,
Membership Cards, per 100,..
Withdrawal Cards, per doz.,
Dimits, in envelopes, per doz., =
By-Laws of the State Grange, single
copies 6¢, PerdoZy.......oeiceinaae..
New kind of Singing Books, with music,
Single cop{ 15 cts. per doz.,. 5
Rituals, single copy,
5 per doz.,
Blank “Articles
I ion of
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with Copy of Charter, all complete,....
Patron’s Pocket Companion, by J. A. Cra-
mer, Cloth,.
Notice to Delinquent Members, per 100, ..
Declaration of Purposes, per doz., 5c.;
per hnndred,.............. PRTEP

Address, J. T. COBB,
Seo’y MicH. STATE GRANGE,

SCHOOLCRAFT, MICE.




