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BOUTHERN NEWEPAPERS. 93

advise on thess questi he only p 1 them. The
people should think and act vpon them. If there are but
fow more slave States, it is not because of abolitionism, or the
. Wilmot Proviso, but simply for the want of people to settle
them. We can not make States without people; rivers and
mountains do not make them; and slave States can not be
made without Africans.”

This language was addressed to the gentlemen
and ladies of the city, and is said to have been re-
coived with great applause,

At Fort Valley, Ga, there is published a newspa-
per, called “The Nineteenth Century,” which holds
the following language in regard to the glave trade:

% Nocessity will demand it at no distant day, and we also
believa that the necessity will bring about the chject of it-
wif, without movh nose or confusion on Yoe part of the
ecuthern people.”

So it secms that the flood gates of this stream of
moral and physical death are to be opened quictly,
without much disturbance of the public conscience,
a few slight tremors, perhaps, and without much
“npige” from that unfortunate class whose nerves
arg affected by the horrors of the middle passage.
Perhaps the soothing infl of the “Nineteenth
Century ” will aid m this matter, and the introdue-
tion of modern improvements may render the Afti-
can more submissive to his fate,

There is still another argument for the revival of
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the slave trade alluded to by the  Southern Confed-
eracy,” published at Atlants, Ga.

That paper declares, that “The African slave
4rade is the hope and bulwark of southern interests.
It is the basis nnderlying the future greatness and
permaneney of the slave States. 'Without its estab-
lishment, the institution (slavery) will scon become
uselesa.”

We have eaid that there was a vital connection
between American slavery snd the African slave
trade, and here we have one of the proofs. We sea
the direct result of the doctrine which has been zo
ato ly maintained, that the inatituti haald
not be meddled with where it was established. As
well might we be told, You must not touch the roots
of the tree, but if the branches should spread too
. widely, or the fruits become too bitter, these points
may be carefully and judiciously econsidered! The
principle laid down in Matthew iii. 10, is: “And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees;
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good
froit is hewn down and cast into the fire”

The word “piracy” greatly troubles the friends
of the glave trade. In May, 1859, at & meeting held
in Parker County, Texas, it was

“ Resolved, That we demur to suy law of Congress mak-
ing the foreign slave trade piracy, as & nsurpation of power -
ot warranted by the Constitution of the United States, and
ought to be repealed.”




A GEORGLL GRAND JURY, # 25

‘Wo come now to a document that deserves our
careful attention. In May, the Savannah Republi-
can published an indignant protest of the grand jury
which recently indicted parties suspected of heing
engaged in the slave trade. The jurymen, being
under oath to find a bill according to law, state that
they did so against their will. The protest con-
cludes thug:

« Heretofore, the people of the Sonth, firm in their con-
soipusness of right and stremgth, have failed to place the
stamp of condemnation upon such laws a3 reflect ipodt the
institution of slavery, but have peumued., unrebuked, thé
influence of foreign opinion to prevail in their support.

# Longer to yield to a sickly sentiment of pretended phi-
lanthropy, and diseasad mental obecrvation of ¢ higher law*
finatics, the tendency of which is to debase us in the estima-
tion of civilized nations, is weak and unwise, They then un-
hesitatingly advocate the repesl of all laws which directly or
indirectly condemn the institution, and think it the duty of
the southern people to require their legislators to unite their
efforts for the accomplishment of this object.” (Signed)

CBABLES GRANT, BrvepiorT BOURGEIN,
H 8. Byan, M. D, Jxo. J. Jaoxson,
B, PALMER, Geo. W. GARMT.

This is certainly a very remarkable produetion.
‘That it represents an extengive southern opinion, we
will not believe without farther evidence. Ita
suthors are alone responsible for i¢.

‘We know that such sentiments are reccived with
disgust by thousands at the South, Many distin-
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guished men have already spoken out against the
slave trade, Let such men be multiplied and sns-
tained, and the South may be saved from self
destruction, and the nation from the guilt of that
gigantic orime into which many are so madly
plunging.

We rejoice that our morthern Btate legislatures
are waking up to the magnitude of this evil.

The following resolution against this traffic was
passed April 12, 1859, by the New York State As-
sembly, by a vote of 101 to 6: '

 Resolved, (if the Sena:.e concur,) That the citizens of
this State look with surprise and detestation wpon “the vir-
taal opening of the slave trade within the Federal Uuion :
that against this invasion of cur laws, of our feelings, and of
the dictates of Christianity, we solemnly protest: that we call
upon the citizens of the Union to make cause in the name
of religion and humanity, and as friends of the principles
underlying our eystem of g,wmm.. "3 uwf& insbringing

to immediato arr¢st and sk d'in
the unlawful and wicked tmdn, and llmby instruct our sen-
ators and repr latives in Cong to exert I]l Tawful
for the immediat don of this intamou® traffic.

¥ Resolved, That the Execative of this Statp be required
to transmit a copy of this resolution to the legisl of the

several States of this Union, and earnestly request their
coliperation in arresting this great wickedness.”

Would that every legielature that professes to
love liberty, would follow the noble example set by
the Empire State! Would that every ropmenta-
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tive would recall to his memory the words of the
gifted and eloquent Webstar, as uttered in his speech
- on the President’s protest:

#We have been taught to regard a representative of the
peapls as & sentinel upon the watch-tower of Lberty. Ishe
0 be blind, though visible danger approaches? Yshe i be
deaf, thongh sounds of pers] £l the air? s be te be dumb,
while a thousand duties impel him to raise the cry of alarm ?
Is he not rather to catch the Jowest whisper that breathes in.
tention or purposs of encroachment on the public liberties,
and to give his voice, breath, and ‘utterance at the first ap-
poarance of danger? Js mot his eye to traverse the whole
horizon, with the kéen and eagle vision of an unhooded
hawk, detecting through all disguises, every enemy, ad-
vancing in any form-towards the citadel he guards ?*

-



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUBION.

* Xea. dvll, 1. Y Oryalowd, spare mot: 1ift up thy velee llke & trampet,
x}:hwwwkmm.m the house of Jasob their |
W= bave considered in the preceding chapters
the orueltios and homors of the slave trade; the
desolating influence of the traffic upon Africa; ‘the
effortsa made to abolish the evil; and the evidencs
of its continuance, and of the attempts to” revive

the trade.

It only remsims for we % sliade to some of the
inevitable effects of reopening s traffic, 8o revolting
to every feeling.of humanity, every dmmat‘ oon-
science, and every law of God.

There ia po need of extended argument to ﬂww-
that tho importation of Africans into this country
would directly and fearfully sugment that evil which
already to 0 greatan exvent is paealyging industry,
blighting commercs, and destroying the best inter-
eats of sooiety. The disastrous infinence of Ameri-
oan glavery upon agriculture, the mechanical arts,
education, publio virtue, religion, has been fully set
forth by others. Messures have been proposed to
mitigate the evils growing out of the system, and


















