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At the Annual Meet
ety, Boston, May 27, 1556, the
adopted -

# Reawlpesd, | i vie

o the American Tract
§, th

mittes present the fo
its relations to the
Eanry Revsiors Tuacr Bovieries axp Tiacr Orena-
rioxs 18 THe Usiten Stares.
When this Soci . 1514, there ex-
isted six or more ] Three

of these wore locate ! nld three in the
Biate of New York, T . focielies
wore limited, Uheir

nenrly wll on

began to feel the

in which evan,

of our eommon Christiani
all the local 8
Breat essi
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Aalisbary Plsin, be regar
gion, Other

thinn 8 young

wracts gratoitously, his
ati] who becama s pl
Soclety,”" afterwards formed

The following publishing aocietivs were formed in
different parts of the eountry, besides many oth fan-
iped for tract distribation.

I Soplewbor, 1503, the * Massachusetis Scciety for
Promoting Christian Knowledge," ehiefly by circul
phos books, was foanded by Rev. Dr, Morse
vown, and Rer, De. Holmes, of

Rev. Dr. Tappan, and L Governor Samuel Phi
oxerted un imporiant infloence jn formation of
Soclety, The latter had bequesthed, st this 6 oo,
+ppart of the interest of which pended in the
distribution of pious books in Andover, his nuj .
He had also given £3,000 for * 2 mo: al distribu-
than of like piovs books.

At the formation of the above named,
wis eominibeted 1o e rewsry,  For mar
yodrs, Rev, Dr. Eliphalet Pearson was Presi
Morse, Seeretary ; and Dy. | w, Clerk.  In eire
i : and in 18

unneiicut Relig
wis formed st New Haven, of whie
wan President, and Jeremish Erarts,
which published a seeis
about 100,000 copies
In 1508 *Vermont Religions Tract ety " wan
formed undee the direction of the trustees of the \"-—m;-.m

Missictinry ety, which issaed a number of tracts at
Middivbury,




Tn 1510, the * Prot 1 Tract Soejerftt
wis fo in New York, ’ art, ox offichy
I'res }in five 113 tracts,

s Tract Sucioty ™

Hotiety " was fsrmg

M0 e,
'\r« York State

000 tracts, and
g ok
oegunized at tha

was formed,

lish, and

Famale T 5 ¥ formesd i

Tdl smiaed i 5 “Thr ++ 1N
New Jersey,” formed I8

4 fow nombers of (racis
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was afganiz n T
e the Bapti ation ot Philad
and the same m

The Now York Rels acl Soviely,
T ficnt: brick soport of 1his Sociesy, Fol
wigned by the Rev. Dr. Alexander ML
Becrotary, states that it was [
mnd thit in A
Traet Hociely
consisting of

bers were contin

Bpanush. 1o the tenth
this Socinty was

Ameriean

Eives n fistof 1
French, 10 Spa
the year,

thas iy uny f
fos published
L
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the Feutln
sl Teaed
ract Soth
e Auils
Bociu at

in 1521,

Tract Secicty of

¥ b Urmeed 4a 0

t B
paed by thet
finskong it



dlj.ii

o

Newhry
was in & sh

ing nddres

tracts sud estimonies
and sugh was i

In boap v

desls, M b
jzstion of the Bociety in B
at Andove

tracts wern printe: L
Gould, making two douad volames of theee
pages each, amounting w 207,000 copies.

From Oetober, 1819, the
ot year s agent for this
fugds, roimog 8400 i An

bem apad Newbur

aring his 1,
whom sevonty
thi poar 15221 1he

Family Chr
2h of S
i
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er, 1512, whay
In Jime,
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an el vl tipaba
the ume of the
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Mr. Jamses
Juobn Prarscn, B
r. Kbeneart V

Danlsl Ct

and ineorporated
1814, by the nam
Tuacr Sociery.

Hociety was cf
by the set of 1k

Bresicients —W
was elected '
May 23, 1514
1817, Hon, W

Presidens, soi was

bis deconse

nged 1
Legislature

Alfred He

i on th May,

Massachuse
New Exataxe Reiciovs

In June, 1823, th

slature ol
ame of the

" Amumicar Toacr Sovmyy,

Orrcenrs
» of N
1 of Bociety,

1 1816, Ty May,

add, was ¢l

burypart,

ETEEY Fear wards wmtdl

At the snnual mestin,
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of Secretary, are Jo todman, I, D, Dorehisster, Trom
May 1814 to May 1821; Justin Edwar

fram May 1521

Assstant

. Ornan Essuman, from May 1527 1o May 15360
Rev. James L. Kimls m May 1520 1o May I8
Rev, Walter May 1530 10 May 1531 5

ctod May | =

swrerd —Jerenia

wn May 1514 tll Muy
May 1817 ul
till May 1

Eancy Ormnarions
al Depasitary —This was
I in their First Annual Report the C

an axtens

work

ou attempting 1, would be likely 1o be discourageds

to fail 3
# This ratablis by furumbing o spyly of 8
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best Tracts, to lie

mach of the in

Charitable

to publish

which they wi

of ot

any other Wi
 Pre ¥

1814, 207 40

making two

Bat only a part ©

eompared with the am
published
appointing ¢
facilitate the sal s i Tracts, soon found
to solicit forther donati 1o
to extend
ila operutions 2 ¥ arous

bos, they o« . < ation

P
of a third volume «

tracted 1o print ‘I.r puk

until the formation of the Amer

York, when thu Socic

for both Tastitutions,

Genera) Depasitory was removed from Andover 1o Boston,
and was located in the Laser t of the st church,

2




Hanover street, - |
appointed A o the Diepemitory
destroged by f e Sociely sustsined & lowm of

Pencnase or & Boisis

The Society, at their anual meeting, Mayy

bu '
purchase was made in Juw
and for the balene

s plan of 1l
Che (erms
WHEF.
il il
f tha donor, 1o {he
The builing
i invested in
pank ek snd . Nou part .vru-l-
has been taken
but is made up from d

sl from ren

fow years after the purcha

chase would have beeu

10 ooticipste the payment. The rise of real
wade the property now more valuable

Irenedit to the Socioty 1o own perman

accommody For jt3 increaming buminess. The
ent building is found wo contracted for this, sad




v Corert
estale for on

Jally on the o

time oo mr-m plated ex

for a constant
Muine ;
New Hampnhi 10 in Verm 12 in Massa
1 i Rboide Tals 0 in Connsotioot ; 2% in New York ;
nneylvan § the District
P na; 1 i
By Alabama; 2
Tennesses ; Lente : hio; 1 in Missour]
2 in Michigon Territ
In that yeqr the C
advert with much p
st year are in paris
richly
mises
tories,
Sourteen nro wesy of
sonnth than those w
parts af the Siate g one ity Vern
the borders of sent to these new
Diepositorios » I than 2,500,000 pag
Thiose, together with J:W Firniehed ta Deposhiotios
foemarly estabii cietios ind ndividuals,

make the whole o wm the General

e than 10,000,000 pages, or

While the Conzaniteen b tho satisfaction of balieving
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shiead by i iy
10, winil that
1ality had been b
ot it was found that the g

1 thseir owhl expenss, uh
ake the busines thesr o)
gaim, bui 19
& met % ke

the book 1rade.

Avzitiany Tracr BocieTies.
woch faedd
the fands of i
iins were 1o b
meral wive formation
Boeheries ;" n w ihe Problie e
this object, they inquirs, * . this be soéw
with much sase ! May not 3 Tract Seclety be o
almosl every town, or parish, or village? Wonhl




copnected with every

=, with little exertion,

Sabbath school? T
might anni ly eollect uf |
wnald wish 10 expend | racts [or their own use, or to
distribute in their imme vicinity, Having prc d
a sudficiency for those pirposes, they might transmit their
sl moties Lo the
would enabile the (
their operstions, and (o
Tracts, which they have hitherto bee
It would also exceedingly facilitate
“Practs, whorever such Sucicties are formed."”

This method of securing funds proved so efficient, that
§8 a fow yeurs about 700 Aoxiliary s Tormed,
140 i Maine; 164 in New Ha } in Var-
mvont; and 204 1 Massachasetia
tributed more or less he fands of
fiost of these Auil

as much money as they

Bociety. This

surer of th

imitiee 10 onlarge the sphere of

awwior some prossing calls for
obliged to deny.
cirealaty

o of

wiety.
focieties fiave now  hecome

churches snd congrega-

wtig generally adopied the plun of anoual contri-
bations, and remitng
Feessuzer o1 Boston,  The Auxilisries were for she
united perpose of raising funds and cirewlation—ihe
Iatter nearcely less than the former.

donations directly 1o the

Popssearions.

I the year ending May 1, 1524, as already stated,
Mhe Eociety commaenced stere 1
Some impogiany wmprovements, o ronder them more
Mbrsciure. addition 1o the geoeral serbes of Teacts,
:h:! il the  Family Christian Almanac,” and the

Tract Magazine

Mnismuing the first umber of ¢
mag,

with

Ayping is. Trac

T he Christian Alma-
01521, the Committen report that “they have also
-
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procured ancther Tract 10 be publisbed, i soe
diffarent kind from what they have ever
Itis » 4 of 45 pages, made up principally of
relative to the present s of the: warld, with & eslé
cal diary prefised to it It in entitled,
n Al S The Commitien were inforg
any of respeciable printers, that they weulil
& publication, provided the O
would furnish the copy, and that they would &
of it 1o this Society. And althongh B Wi
a before it was published, yet, throagh thel
able exertions ha printers, and the tumeross fi
of the Tract Soesety, more than 14,000 copies were s
Tated.*
A comparisnn of the homely aspect and limited g

the besutiful edition of 100,000 copies, ilhamtrated)
in the perfee inter's and engravers
the yesr 1557, farnishes o doubaful critorion by
t0 judge of the growih snd progress of the Soekeys

Tract May e first numshar of tin M
wias publ
nounood

Intercourss

Christian g been fule by thie
They h such & pulilication ko AR
donars the recoipt of their charities ; 1 coniail

mew Tracts publ

, and new Deposi
to convey information of the wanta of i
our own coaniry, sud other parts

b whatever may be interesting in the ©

of the Bociety ; especially, noeounts of jstances i
religious Tra

the reformution of the immoral, and the welration
who were reedy 16 periah  Afier poe yeur i wee



OfUlfonomir.il

ntinued il Decomber,

frred s New York,

JBE, whets it was f e American Messengor

Meriops 07 CineuraTios,

metchant matine

aid by pastors, travelors and indiv

watun af peblications thus disribm , ineloding
the grams by nong 1 . S
from 87,000 it
grasis in oor o

3 stic plans |
the form of froo
timne from b
mecampanied Ly p
the neglected ¢

Thin systeny
Foar 1590, and
and towns of New |
the country, |y
Ch v fi A th
good, and miny tract missionaries e 3
MME U eliching and supcriniending their |
efforts fior the poor

R Volwme Circulation —W e
Nork, in May, 1535, Reroty
with its standne ¢
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books were so gommaon in Now England, that the
for them woold not be great It was soon
over, that the pecessity for their diffusion was
Hesn W n othit soctions of Yhe eountry.

A Conferenca of Charches in one Comnty in |
Humpehire, after discussing the question, * What
doog to remedy the & t of pablie wirship
County 1" Reoleed, To wopply every fomidy, so
racticable, with these books, as the best o
]:!. The ssme thing was undertaken by
in several othor Counties in New Hampshire apd

Soiable men worn employsd, who, by ¥

ritmtion, effected « large ef
n this way that most of the valymes m
mved by bl Boclets, exoep 4 A
the Deposiiory fram the year 1535 ualll sm
becaine ed with the work of colportage.

& Colpertage~or the {
ewians by sale ot gift, wulb spicitedl convet
Prayer—es by the Society in 154228
ure and economical mode of evangelizing thatm

ining the power af the :
nerant Labars, it in adapled

ad u sparse and varied pe

imtroduced st period when the spirg of emi

bome was rapidly peopling tse new yerritorien 3
gn omigrating began o deluge oar ahores ) W
poand vicioas press was pouring farth B

insiraction was painfill n
its adaptation to all parts of (he country snd to
of out population, native and foreign, protestant, P8
and jrfidel,
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Recrirrs 1570 T Tueast
Danatica e Brat tog
ppeeived in -I.\:-n._
these yoars, was £ ]

o guding May 1, 18
e of the

B1200 10 810
B Sale of I

o 1o ik ot of
p Maine, §45,051 20

in Vermont

Sigen, by the aid of ()
Bowapply wrery a
families wesn in

oar books, fiuy ), sy
Mg i fighways and
mare expecially 1o o




for the last fifloen yoane
. ¥, i wipaad 1o thie inbors of one
one hundred and ten years, of which thirtyni
wan in Maine ; eighteen yosrs in Now Hampalsig
teen yeara and eight wouths fn Vermont ; we
years jn Mamachusetin; snd six years ia
Their reports show, 23 AT fimilies visited,
several colporters, and more especially the volisme |
made po retarns of fmilies vis o much
ber were visited thay these reports indicate.

The American Traet Society, formed ot Ne
1525,

The New Yok Religioan Tract Society, lo
thi commercial emporiom, sud with men of &
and liborality among its menagers, in the year
contemplating the speedy organization of &
Genegal Soclevy, with lnprrssions fuvorshle to il

in that eity,

The American ‘Tract Society st Boston had
the pame of such a ite pwues were lurg
thoss of all other publishing sacietes in (b
united, and ifts 192 depasitories were located i
cipal towns throdghout the Un i being in
of New York, and 43 farther south and west
same tme, its Jocstion in an inland town—gies
from Boston—oceasioned embarrasiment jn {8
ieal and mereantile operarions ; regdersd
and communication with the different parts of e
difficult and expensive; md almost forbade the s
of evangelical Oheisian denomimnions, for .
spirit of its constilution peovided, [t was plain N
u sochoty for the whols couniry, the loeation tHEsE
New Yatk or Boston, and there were inspartant o8

ations in favor of sach of the two cigies,
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o thia atate of thiugs, on December 1, 1524, the
ipdanlm New York Religious Tract Bociety, through

3 jtiee cougisting of Rev. Charles G. Sommers, Mr.
"g-n-r,w.n, and Dp, James C. Bliss, addressed a
#:"M ‘Secretary at Andover, proposing a remoral

¥ ew Yotk. The subject av akened in the Commitiee,
M.ﬂd jends at Apdover, the most anxious solie-

ty held & specinl meeting on the subject

mittee, At

gih, enrly in Fehruary, it was ngreed that their Assis.
[ Beeretary should visit New York, where he found
deepost interest existing in reference to the new
i Almost duily meetings for consultation

jyor were held with ihe officers of tha New York

ty, and disinguished clorgymen. The necessity

o, and liberal sums were offored by individuals
abject.

Belicers of the New York Religious Tract Soei-

gonsaliation with clergymen of different evangel-

, prepared B o o and ealled a
meeting, March 11, 1925, as preliminary 1o the
iom of o Nationsl Society. At this meeting the

for & House was raised to £12,500, and
incronsed 1o $25 252

addressed 1o the principal

el Btates,® inviting delegates

yeight Traet fem
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1o a convention, which was held, May 10, fte
Milnor, D D, presiding ; Hev, Howard Miles

On the following day the '8
mized, nnd procesded 1o the

chusetts in Jun
Pract Boniety,” to 1
‘There were now, M
wame name, and ali
Ii has also been «

ely, dated Decemb
ahould be remored ¢
seat of jta future of

Nntional Society there

First Meetinig of the Etecutive
subject,
A spocial meeting of the Committes of
was held Januory 11, 1925, 1o coasider thie
The yevonds of thin wecting stane, LS
mtinicat wore read on the sulject of
st of the Society’s operstions 1o the city of
“ Whereupon, it was Ired, that it s
insquir
"L
treatment of it dogors, remove i funds” 100
New York; and if a0,
R Tu it expediont T and if sa,
. On what cond




York, then,

ﬁ,;‘.; and any ot}
Jean and ! Societies” By New York

T'ract
Bociely | (.-: e Am 2ociety in New York
wan ot organized ©

hureh,
ubbard,
and others, 1ok |

Ing the following is 1

Rer. Dr. Bator
mamting with pra

Foquented to coeres
[Woxk, i thia {01
“'B gl

-:z" prayer by Hev,
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Seeand Meeting af the Commition,
Fifteen days afier the first meeting on this g

January 1525, snother

From the record of this me

communioations were res

sed." * Wh

ary, Rer, William A, Halk

go 10 New York, 0 carry fula

seiety, made at their meeting J;

missboned
rocuost of th
1825

At thin mesting 1 Committen Was also
cotsider and repart on
Depository of the Society from Andover to B

Third Mecting of the Commibles,
The nest meeting of the Conmities Wi
1525, 1o * connsdor o communiention from’ the

Tract Society, New York, to this Society, lnkl
send & Delegate to that Society, cn the second
day in May"  They directed the clerk (80
ufcaming the Sockey in Mew Yok,

wotld be po mecti

of this Bociety provioos o
ond Wednesdsy in My, they eoold not set's
wabject of their letter," ¥

Delegation from the New York to the Bos

The day on which the Society in New York wats
ized, May 11, 1825, it appointed Ikln\‘lt- (LR
Auniversary of this Society, M .
them on the
Publishing Commires of that "mm, one afl
the Rev. Justin Edwards, &
appointed a5 thia Delegation, of which Rar.

was the chairman,



Pubh.hu.tr

ar
Mecting of the Sacicty. —Met the Delegation from
,‘ Yorki— Union with the Socicty in New York.
Society for 1525, occurred
iness meeting the
It being the

hen general election, many members and

e present,  We copy from
ting the fllowing :

Seclety met, aprocahl; catiom, at the vestry of
Boath Choreh, 1, Tteod, Presidest, in the
The meeling was oprte ¢ by Rev, Dr.
g, of New \HI!. F . Milne . Dr. S
e Bommers, w from the * Natiopal Buelety
being pev wore invited to it and partieipate
mﬂ’lwh‘ of the mecting.
itionn for union, and co-operation, batween the
& and the Ameriean Traot Bociety wan
o what had been done by the

m takon by the jwo Societies rela-
anan ‘rl\! called for and read : W hereupon, after
discusaion, i was
fal® Tt ot i b
b & Meanch of 1he
ark, ad that tho

Sawpre Gurex, Recording Secretary.

W Comuittce meet to confer 1with the Delegates from
New York.

, the Exeeative Committee
# from New York. The

Wof that meeting of the Committen state thet =—
Lompitien pocseded 10 8 negotintion of the terms of
b""'!"lull from the Ameriean Trac: Society at

of R

. Milooy, Rev. v, Bpring,
r meeting wak opencd with prayer

< by B




net, with full powens
(& ..n.mulrp of the Amarican

-u:uml proc ..r rmu be published by
u\n' Yotk on the e o

otppe plates sed engravings o
the intereate of thut Socwly sha
Traent of that Soo

ingw to be -.liuuln! AL cosl

Exseutive Committes o
moan w4 comvembent fIr the

Inny Copies A8 we
thuse which we take, &8
the recolpte of our Hociety,
5. Resoloed, That it is the desiry of this
v Committes of the Soclety st New
e, Clieintian, Alusasne, for J.PSL. {r,
with atch alterations g they daﬂa
I'u'lm\ years they abould make srrangpoe
abin wog an Maw Yerk, L
. Resolved, TLn ul in the un.rmumim; nﬂlh
"

the Tracts

7. Raplved, That, % oopy oF te Ahisea B
manicated i the Delegates from Naw Ynd.td 1k
thery s their asent to the prineiples in
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o & Nranch of the American
‘ork, mnd that ita anion with
nd on thoes principles, consum-

Bawrer Gueexw, Clerk of Com.

Report of the New York Delegotion.
delegation appointed by the Executive Commition of
can Tract Socloty, to represent that body ot the
mesting of the Bocioty of the sume name at Boston,
s eonfer with them on the subject of a union, respectfully

swo of their oumber, the Rev. Dr. Knox and the Rev.
morfield, were prevenied, the former by indisponmble

nal the lattes by severs indisposition, from proceeding
The other members of the delegation arrived ab

¢o on Tussday ovening, the Hth instant. On the
day, proparatory cosferences woro held with the

b of the Executive Comunittes of the Boston Society.
eving of the smao day, the delegation attended a
of the Bociety itself, for the reading of the Annusl
tha delivery of wddresses, ete., in the Old South
and on the orgent request of the Comunitiee of
paments, took part in thy exercises. On the fullowing
Bociety's mecting for business was hold, when the
question of (8 unfon with the nstional Lstitotion

di d; and the delegation being privileged to sit
Boeinty, nod share in itn deliberations, communicated
infarmation circomstanees required in relation to the
ings of the Bociety in this place, the pegotiations

the Execotive Commjttes of the twn Socioties, and
BE¥R. viows of the moet wligible prospective measuros.
L B are happy in bearing their testimony 10 the

Han temmper with which s protracted and vory inter-
 dincossion was conducted, u:Tu. the nwkedrympecl
with which their own communications were

1 will not appear axiraordinary, thel sone conmid-
Whniety of sentiment should for s time have obiained,
Weveral members of Uie Boston Society, to whom the
S8 & usion with the national ineditution wsa pew,
in :medm-: 10 the propriety of the measare, or
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differ in opinion &4 to the tme and menner in whieh
be pecompliahed, et the result of o candid aad
compmnnication of setiment, aed o fll consll
rged for o genetous and prompt accsssion
wishes of the Execotive Comminee of m.sm.
as might have been anticipsted from the chamelens
ootetmed individuale 1o whom the decision of the
belonged, Without a dissenting vois, the Dosfn’
agreed to beooste 2 branch of this, and suthariend o
utive Committos 1o take the necessry stops fisr g
tion of the mplon In the afternoon of the sgw
ot attopded by invilstion the mestingy of
nad after uniting in proyer for wisdom fom |
torms of union wern adjusted in detail In w0
mansor, a8 to indoce the delegution to communkeays
mpression of Yhelt wpprok A Ve
them 10 expect that o formal document of the
desired, would be transmitsed from thelr con
delégation havo gres)
Pronident of thin 5
siong o mentioned, nnd that they derived great
enont and advantagoe from his prosspee and
binwe alan great resson w aspross their gratitude Gl
ren i Bostos, for their kind and affectionsis e
treatiment, apd p0 the Exeeutive Commities in
the promptaess and facility with which they
earrying into effvcl o messure of sueh vital .
grost objeet of both Bocieties ns that which, wnder
sing of God, wa
It would be a erin
ritfes in the heans snd guides the i of men, 3¢
gatinn were ta it the declstation of thair perme
e s wort
il that to him belong
tion. Lat ve rocoive it pledgn of kiv appeo
work, anil conduct all our [iture operstions with
o bie ghory.




Proparals Aceept

fllowing letter containg thue sprapee, oo the
of the American Tracs Society at New York, of
gtes made by the American act Society at

New Yons, Mar 31, 1825

\meeting of the Exccutive C teo of the American
of this city, on Monday the 30th inst., the Hev.
from the Cooupitten of Delegaies appointed to
" ma ‘txlny at the sppiversmry meeting of the
§ Tract Society in Boston, snd to confor with it
Comanittee on the subject of & union of the two
s, made & report S0 wiich was appended,

ified copy of & Resolution sdopted at & meeting of
s n T ' in J.mu-n,l on the th inet,
\ll F,xrr-:m- Committes (o consummate s imion

tioea] Tracy Socicty establinhed ¥

jples us will promote the grest object of be

A eertified copy of & series of Resolutions Ldup'ned ata
of the Exccutive Committes of the A ract

b inst., and do !
Hocicty consenta (o iy

Resalord, That the of the Delogates be
i thit their dolngs be mudied by this Committoe,
hin Committee fully spprove the Resclutions
of the American Tract
s reported by the Delo-
oy .-r the umon of the
an the principles therein recogaized.
B, That in the sbeence of the Corrosponding Scere-
{8 Bicioty, » copy of U furegoing Resclutions bo
e 10 the Execotive C ittes of the American
i Bostan, by the Secrctary of tis Commitiee.

Stower B Monar, Secretary of the
¢. Com. Jim, Tracl Seciety.
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centive Committer to the Publie,
The Fxecotive Committes of the Am
Bachety Mt Doddon, sboot the same ime pes
Christian publia their own view of the upion
consummated, in the following

Statement.
Itin wn kmown ta the rm’.v'lr that n e

Sacioty, in mforence by the tatabl

tion in that oity, and the marm exensive difieo

tragts throagh erien. Tt wonld be whelly

give the friends of the Trct Society

that eofrrapandetcs, the varsosn sibjoets whieh

amler comlderiion. i aufllchest o sy, thal S

toe did all in their power to phinin necesssry |

rtospecting the proposed upico between var

New York, bt did not deom it proper to

rw-,«-.u—- s, chooaing o refer the whols subjeet 88

Bocisty. The meanures which have [

in Now York + #0 banorable to the Clristian peal J

‘v\( grlemen in that tlny, il we supltioes v el
s bomg Ill.nnd .

The

itn ampual mesting in Bosten on the day of gae
thom, 'The mmbs o the Society, tven s
wmore ey Hhvs mretings
aminieations of the delagetion’
, conslsting of the Rev. Doctord Milnor ShdS
Rév. Mr. Sommens, and ale nr their Hooutive
and after & full

!m»:m- Comamitiee be nuﬂ: zed o
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ek ?""‘"‘F"' wa will pramofe the great ehiecls of both

"
i Bociety, the Executive Commiites,

tha mesting of the ¥e ; A v
2 from Now York, proceeded,

n, il with perfeet unas-

uit now to ey, that

ed 1 Amarican

T prowent weries of tracts ax

terations only as will Bt

f evangelical truth of

ply il the tracts we

o, 1 a8 Jow & mi o we ean

They have also choson the
Doeresponding Secretary of oar Hoginty 1o be n mem-
£ mittos, and have given him full
her momboers of that C sa o

gLy, The terma agreed opon respectng the Tract Magn-

R Christian Aloia ather subjects, are such
B entirely sutinfictory to both Bocioties,

thin brsef o b apparent what resson

, but to in what kas

Tha American Tract Society, which bas been in

imrios ; and
i have increasing m

11 be o loss, but, it b balieved, gront
18 thit seomamy with which the great business of pub-
tracls in America will bo ¢
mmin also s 1o
88l be sprend. Tho ostal mhmont of the & smlmtn in
Wk, with which our Bocinty and other sociot:
I8 will, it Is hoped, eontribute ultimately to u ten
of the tract sanually disseminated ; while the plan
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of wnion adopted wecures the inestimable adrantage
[ werien of tracts—wwl that setien tve et
propared by the wnited lab

tgh ull parts of sar country, sud smong JIM
eonthoms of € apw.  Wha can tell baw much
way, bo accomplished towands removing hunfil
and uniting all the friends of Cheist in Uheir ol
prayers, and in their e

and thingw ¢nee bmpewsible have now become. canys
The unton of different societien in thesr s
nate poligious tacts will be likely to give = fe
pul 1o the public mind in favor of this meds of
and wo trust the resalt will o, st 8 vastly
usefal traete will be spread throagh Ameries,
done by the efforts of duffl
On the whols, we thin

gratitida to the Ki

bleswed enmee s hin

cheering coofidence in his
emotion wa exeluim, What hath

urged by & thoasand motives to go fatwnnd, Wit IS
ardor, in our endesyars b p.ml to the un.‘

My 31, THS.

The Union Ratified by the Boston 8

fety, ot fis Anmusl meethng, A
adopted the annual Report of the Exceative

) they say :
“Tha to cannot ot refloct, with
gratification, on the amicable, nod ma -
connection, which las takon plies beiwees
sl the American ‘| Socicty instituied wf
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guparior facilltics, which that city possessen ver overy

thin country, for bolding direct and commy-

with all parts own land, and with every

it poculinrly ndupted

r “Ih woal of a great national institution ; and we prompt-

. with which its condoctors wid friends

o its growth and efficiency,

nating promise, that (e nltimate asefilnoss

arreaponad with the picus wishes, the extensive vicws,

W the spirited enterpries of those whe devised it The

during the lust your, erected a

n of ite business, st sy expense

Thesn funde were approprinted to that object

More than 410000 bave been contobuted far

ol thin Society already consists

nearly six volumes of 400 pages each,

i i, compriging iwore than

DO pages, It hu alrondy bogun to form Stete ﬂulll-

jamid by the ¢ t which parvades its

N mensures, it ting the smaller socheties, throagh
eountry, and of verious depominations of
I8 and become s wuxilinrien,  Alth

mnmber of the mame family with oe; yor. since it

Pwur Committes trost, come into existence aml been

with tha ssme pious feoling and weal, they by no

wegurd ite rapid enlargement and power with = jeslou

b il with Joy its high mim snd cheering prowmise to

. 0in ieell the piety, the wisdom, and the vigorou

it of tho nation, and to bocome the radinting paint,

end malvntion shall go

With thin Saciety your

e ready o co-opersle in every way

@ to the proaperity of the twa

riberince of their common objeetl

, #oon after the union of the

rmation of the fict, and of the
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bawn ther same sevies of ‘Teists, and Torakeb o
prices, the members and Auxilinries of this: B
consult theic own converiesot, and determying fur
whather to contintie their connection with the #
tan, ar tranafer it o the Socioty in New Yark,
former Auxilistios to th Society, and many
Hocloties which have hoen formed, have found i
mlent to pecelve thuir Tracts from the swler

#The Committes have pot introduced i
union with the mlwrurnu Tract Bociety st New ¥y
nashing & rewson why
bave increastd Wn usclalnem vy their o
relax thir efforis, or shoald feol the abligaiions i
tinued and sugmented effirts in ite behalf, in
diminished. On the other heod, thoy woald prass
nsn pow excilmoent to effirt; beeanss tay b
thn prosent aemngement, the finds of thin
ductive of pore good, than if it scted
Bocity in New York."

SUMMARY VIEW.

We have oow given, from the Records ol
and from thase of the Execotive Commitien, &
uments relating to this subject boaring upos
nnture, amd extent, of the relations of (his S0
National Society.

T'ract Society, that this Spciety move s
tious to that city, snd ths become ok df
Society, This was declined, bat o willi

pr
operation, and our Assistant Secreisry was
York, 1o confer with friends thers to efféct’
result was the organization of the A
Socioty in thet ey,

Thyen, seeoilly, proposis cams from e
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unito with them * in measures for imparting energy
o alficiency 10 the Tract system of this country.”
sapdence on this subject led 10 the appointment of

hrdly, this Society cordially met the Delegation,

with them smicably discumsed the whole subject.
frasernsl coansels and prayers, ¢ ed o this So-
hecom so far & branch of that, s« to unite in
gting with it for the more efficient and extensive
on of the same gremt object, for which ench was
while each retained its own independence, und
sonttal of ity funds ond operations. (See pages

Difficultics in the way of the Union.
rocords shiow what some of the dificalt
from those now living, who shared in the disc

sespensibilities of the messures adopted, we learn
Pother difficulties. 'The records show that this Society
wot willing to be removed o New York, and become
d i (bt Soviety, Itoriginuted in New England—
secured charnesed righ tind grown and |
[l waa doing tore than all the other Tract Bocioties
gountry—had numerous suxilisries, some of which
e found in all the Siates—its publications were widely
tilnted and esteemed for their evangelical and catholic
eler—its friends and patrons wero mumeroos and
ing—it hel 2 pational name and character, and
well established in the fidl of ov lical

B8, 17 the seat of its operations was not the best
e largest influence, its roots had struck 1o deep
England soil, to be transplanted. This lst point
the proposal to form the Union which was finally
Bmaled, encountered other difficuliies, but which
¥ yieldod 10 fraternn discussion.
1
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The good men who had 1o deek

wished 10 secure 8 desidadly rvang,

publications of the new Soclety; and

and applienti ta the
euugrlunl doctrines which they N‘gll'l(d an
0 promote the conversion of ainners, rovk
glon, and experimental
was thought by New England divines of
views on these impartant subjects prevalent i)
of our coantry, were unfovorable to these
opposed to them, To remove this objsetion,
York brethren agreed 1o take the eniite 3
Tracts of this Bocioty, sumbering 177, sl
their own series, and the series for the young,
19, to be continaed in circulation by their
Aerdionn only 10 b made Yherem we shouid i
bie to the Publishing Committee of thay 8
Execotive Comminee of thie  They alé
for oar sterectype plates ond engravings
And us o further guarantos for the integfity
lications, in their evangelicsl and thoologiesl
the Society in New York had alresdy ol
Juntin Edwards, then the Seeretary of thi
their publishing Commutve. They had sl
thair Sec Ir. Hallock, the Assjstant:
this Society.  Then, in sddition 1o/this
on thin point wan the appointment of &
Baclety, with fall power to uet in
publishing Commitiee of the Socioty in INew ¥
vising this veries of aar own Tracts, and Ry 1
was appointed this Committes. Bat iip
Society regarded this secarity for the @
tor of the publications of the new SochotFi
motive of the twenty thoussnd dollars eaif
Society by ite friends in New York, wal 88




) deciding the question. This Society made over to
shem nin property for which they did not pay.

Fheld of the Boston Sociefy

i was agreed that for the re convenigot and more
elficient prosccution the general objeet which both
Bocieties are secking to promote, this Society sbosld
. ke the superiisio L tite funds from, the
Baates of Maine, Now Hampshire, Yermont, and Massns
ghusetts, with the oxe n of those counties lying wost
ol the Gireen Mo \ullllln- in the two lstter States, This
\ ade Boston its sommereial contre.
» Now York ensler.  But since
W goads Lave boen wiretched from Boston across the
and 1o the distant sections of New
embraced the whole of these
for which it more especially cares

S feom which it colleces ite funds.

vied the Now York Socicty.

Be four years after the union, no fands were paid by
Sl Society 1o that, except for publications. But soon
# eountry awakened more stien.

vor 1o supply these.  About

bs for tha millions destitute in

» were made, and funds soliciied
In 1542, colporiage was first come
ry, by these Bocietietica, T'o supply

sciety Hus made appropriations
rle.
wls which this Society payn o that, a8 donations,
I Bincnittee appropiciate 1o mid that Socisty in s work
Koreign wod pagan |, riage in our own

coutrols and appropriates 10

ifle objects, all its donatic il employs that Socicty
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to expend the money on objects of our own
That Commitiee, afier obtaining from their forig
pondence, and from missionsry Boards, the
foreign ficld, send us o statement of the aEEmL
to remit, for the current year, together with thesp
APpTHETEd Yo VTS Cou , soFieties, wnd
and request un to puy such of these sprocifie up
us we choose 10 select and pay.  The whale
propristed by this Society for the Fmslgn field, w
is BEL,225 45, in . appropristions of
R10,000 ; and except about $1,000, this swm
tod through the National Society,

Binee the system of culpmuge Wi lm
Yo farger pofiion of oo wppropeiations hae
this object, in the West and South, Basides
L 1 for calportage in our own feld, we
BL46,471, 1o the Society in New York, since
support of from fifty 1o seventy colpariers,
thut Society in thoss parts of our eountry,
is puid toward the suppart of individial laba
quarterly reporin are sent (o os, fur 1 priroos
us vhe fands for this specidic parpose. Shose
tions, societies and individuals, which send o
colportage, penerally select the field in which 1)
in to be expended | w0 that = burge part of th
appropriated specifically by ihe donots th
they are puid into our treasury.

The Publisking Commitice,

The Publisting Commitiee of fhe Narioash
chosan annually by the Board of Directos of |
nd by the provisions of the constitution
tain ¥ 0o twe memibers from the same eoe
neotion ; and no tract shall bo pubfiched o RS
member of thit Committee shall objeet® o
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coaperation of thie two Societies, nothing has

aRIouE
:,,, done 10 prevent the ffee n of that Board of

Ditsetors in aniually clecting the Publisking Commitiee.
I was andersiond by those who were active in effecting
the wniot, that wishes of th seivty at Boston,
whose operstious, at thal lime, were more extonsive :Iu.n
ghose of oll the Tract societies in the eountry uni-
ted, would duly regan in the aunual election of tha
Publishing Committee. At the formation of the Socisty
i New York, three weeks b
pummated, the B c
wha was then the Secretary of the Doston Society and a
member of its Committee, as one of the Publishing Com-
mitien of the National Boeiety. It is also known to be a
fact, thoagh not & matter of record, that when, in 1529,
D, Edwards, having engaged in bis temperance agency,
pewigned bis place in the Publishing Commitiee, the Sec-
petary at New York communicated with the Secretary ot
Beston, and it was mutually undersicod, that the election
of Rev, Sumuel Green would be scceptable to the Boston
‘Committee. The same course was pursued in 15, oo
the death i , in roference to the election of
Rev. Dr. Fay d in 1530, and
wan re-elacte: 3 the same course was pu
reference to the election of Dir. Adams; amd this
Bociety has res expect the continuance of such
caurteny and Christian confidence, as u means of per-
Petusting the harmony which has thos far happily existed
i these two affiliated Institutions,

Publications,
ipplied, by the terms of the union, with the
Peblications iscued by the National Society, on s low
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terms ns we can produce them, and belng s
avangelical in charscter—embracing: such  wa
wpics, relsting to experimentsl and practical religd
and 10 sound morals, and so well adapted to all &
of persons, anil also in all the lengunges spolom fn
eountry—ihe Committen have found no oecasion ts
an independent or & dilferent series.  Soon after
National Society began 1o publish its standard wolu
moveral prinding bouses jn Boston made proposals,
request of otr Committee, for supplying this
with these, of the same quality and style, on their Je
terma, It was found that, by sceepting the
thime progasals, the Societs would gain Mh.h‘
lishing thesn books here. Then the experiment was
of parchasing these books of that Bociety in
binding them here; but we soon found that
to be guined by this coarse,

Whenever our Commities have requested, of th

York Committen, an increased discount in the g

thelr pablicstions fur

cheerlully allowed it woai after this union, de
r Tracts was reduced onc-thyrd from what

proviously beet.

The most entire hormony, and mutual
good will, have
execative officers of the two Socisties.  They
intimately united in counsels and labors, and
respectfil of their relations to each other, in pro
their commen work, as propased by the terme on
they agreed 10 cooperate,  Neither Society ja s
the other.  Each mawtaios jtx distivet and ¥ <
existence, on the basis of its constiration, and i
and independent characier as o corporstion,
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s, for the pare
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SETH BLISS, Securriny,

o March 10, 1857










