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Luther's
Christmos Tree.

CHAPTE

Crntog, bofore we gntlior round this ol Christins- tree, T
will el you somsthing alout L Fau |
sboal great men,  You like to koo wher b
what kind of chilidren they were, and how
god aul gront men

Well, I will begin by paving, that Martin Luther wi
b gruatest man {3

He war bamn on the 1th of Nevember, 1455, ahont threo
Tovalread, sl s awen e wpte A0 you ke the mag of
Garmany, o look § E % 1 will fied the
place of his birth, Hik ne A pour i,
bt an |somest, o ring man, It in waid
that he sftet pra that Gl wy
Thim grace, that b
moans i — bl

As Luthor was born oo St Murtin's eve, and on tiat saint'
duy was taken to the chureh of St Peter, wd (here baptized,
bie was enlled Martin in commemearation of e duy.

His mether, whoee name was Margarot, wis 8 pious and
praying woman. s e af her
iwv thet she wae [} um-l-l for the imitation of

{7l

ever ribmd up to bles th



rn.Hr-

s parents, Wetter
rich nnd Tive in n

I

taken from Lhe
shepl

“ Hatl 1

ning ontne

Kinul ks tald of I'.ull--:'-. Il el

CHAPTER I1

Wuns Martin was fo

poor, and
Hi Nif




LOTHER'S CORIRTUAR TARE, L

for » Titthe Soo 11 Yoe, % YRk we

peavidi O
brates the fistival of Christ's vativity, we we
oy v throtgl Lhe e

i I four

bouse, and. sin
Jewur, barn
that whoel by
hoaring v our Cliistns hymn, oo
victunls which be intended to give us, aned ealled out in = hi
“Prays, where are you ™ Frighte
would carry

vuiice, ninid with 4 harsh tone
at these wunds, we mn

A short Uime afier, b
b hadd n-'uninu.. wha

wl na our )
f penit him to

after be had boon
he stood beforo the dwelling of Conrad O
sard mrid despairing beart, by Jow aned plainive m
Ly thwe melody of soag, and the tendermness of ber wo
Upsule, the wife of Conrad Colts, hastened to (he

v o e 10,) .
Lu im e phedate, Sanding in e deor, with o ook of pity sad
ng fowarnls the youthinl Mar

the other on the chin.
nd - wan known in Esennch o o
toak W fricodles yoath into ber how
all the kindues of # mother. Thow God openad for th
of many prayors, the heart aml bouso of o Christ
This event lod Luther to trest in God with » l‘flrlﬂall‘lul. that

stel troated him with
chald
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never forsook him in
tor, when all ¥

srad €
humgry boy they fod wos Martin Luther.

-
CHAPTER 111.
| 1x the year 1 pale youth stood at the gate of the
Universi irfurt, seeking admizsion.  When asked il he was
b & rogpuostehe roplisd : « e who prays as
v finkslis] hall’ big lnbours and his stodies.”
books, and spent mu Liis tito in thie
1 thise loavim |
o biim in the p
ntently he
F Ilienah mod th
Ol that God would

T Al God did give m; mnd b
in & tranalation in w
read the will of God,
How thankfil al
Al biow ¢

make you wi




LUTHER'S CHRISTMAS TREE,

CHAPTER IV

Lnther was a Dactor of II. ilien)

T 1605,

¢ unhapqy. - ilis
noedful, and
About

s, wWas

ther,

[ il
wadddenly mnum] by denth. Thin greaily afloe
g I were thus

He nsked himsll, Whot would bs
called wwny wi
& visil to bis aged paronts: —and oo his rotom wos
by m terrible thanderstorm.
darkened sky —ood ponls
aftain oliffe, that soemed to
¢ in filled with dread

rroent. - And thers, amid
to abandon the worl il ddeviite his lif
it Annal” }
“and 1

wrath of God and the Jast

hit borroms storm, he vows

Ot
often b night l w
il not give

him peace.

1 e found the truth as it i in
a1 by thie spirit ol," snym Lathier,
m--m] these words, when 1 Toarul, biow the justifcation
Lord thrugh

free wmerey of




LETHER'S CHNIRTN AN TREE, 11

CHAPTER V.

Wurs Luther foaial ile truth as it ie io Jesus —be wrote
and prenchid, nnd trnalated the Bible inle Germn, that all
his ooumtryitien might luve the same tiuth,  He was not afraid
of the Fogpe s, In preoching the truth. That you
mny soe wiint & pood and brave man he wae, T will toll you
ol thiren it
tinoed to write and preach, s be bad

T

biow b ncted when thew wanted him o be stil
ik with death, if b
Ll

He -waa s

d v appear at the Dot of Wornaw — bofore
tha arles ¥, and & great many princes, and nobles,
and digoitarios of the Chorh,
im from goog — ok e \Luuﬂn it v Y deny o go—
el motliing of the threatoned dunges coubd shake bis purpose.
He went ¢ poe his frivid Melsn A his wifo Margurot,
whoat this time] and his cotveration with them shows Liow
h— felt about going
t W O B G
r]u» ittle prle
soutod o imech sidi of a roand table

wvening in Jamuanry, thnt Lother sntered
v of bis two frionds, whom ba foimd as weal
v the fireg Molwnelithon
with Lis pen, nod Margarel with ber peolle. A clinie wan
ddrnwn up, and an addi il nalded by thee fire.

% Nown, vows,” smid Lather, s be took from his pockot r?m
Tmperial message,  “ Lam stmmaned to e Diet of Worma,

Margarvt laid down her recdinwork, st lovked sarnestly
st Luther, his dark, plereing eye aparkbog with wousual
beightoom,

* What woolid Marguret say T said Luther:

“ Dom't go,” ahee oxelaimed; T have glocmy presentiments.”

Thie onhy drwwbacc oo Medanchinon's bnpjines wemn the pro-
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LETHER'S OMRISTWAS TREER, B

ther togeibor,” sabl Mo

the flnmes ul ik

woulil not rejoloe to yield Lis Tk in

waeg of e frie |
K. T 1, 4T will er
of hell, and all §
|
|
|

ts thor an
il of Ay
sivesd b n gr
p bim away

assmbly

princes.

wal
then wifered t
to wvery child

G will meant
o Giod. Ameen!

prisoner; serelore I m.

& et i ihern e,







HER'S CURIATMAR TREE, 17

We are all indebted to Lother, mone than we know — for
those words. God radsed b up i gk el wonds — ind
ader the divine Wlesaing 0 give the Bilde and

to the world,

religious froefom

CHATTER Vi,

Bor 1 must now take you to Luther's home and fireside.

Luther bad six ehildpon—John, Martin, I‘;ml Elmnbeth,
Magdalen, and Margaret, He wan very 0
Iren. He wrote to s friesd —+Tm ive lo nerense
my incomey my happiness needs no inerease. 1 would not
chiange my poverty for the riches of Croson.”

Befrw telling you about Lather's home pleascros, T must tell
oo muedi be fedt for all i ildree— and his auxiety
for their parly roligions edueation,  He had wittiesed amang the
peogle so meoch ignoranes the simphest doctrines of relighon,
il soch a neghoct of the obildren, thiat Be wan led to prepan:
ared publish his two catechinms, to et this want—aml an bo

¥4, o give to his litthe eatechiom such ¢ simple form.  (Soe
Livwtration on page 20} In the picture you see the grat Be-
ber of ehildron, expleiuing lis
wbeekiom, whils Jonna In distribating the book wooug themy
en behind Luther, sre schoolmasfers Hstening 10
instractions, and thus proparing themselvee 10 disclarge this

a




18 LETHER'S CURISTMAS TRRE.

y in o, Tt a o beautiful
weansy s shook the pitees of popery, toacking those ltels kil
drens 10 Lisp the nume of Jess

e Aml ey bl o bl
I ink, wnd friahmens U the call of B

Nor did he labour in vam,  He saw with joy the fruils of
the rictog generntive, 10 aspe * Fe
taldens grow up so well instrictisd in the Ca
Heriptures, that it soothes my Least to eea
Yoyr and wmaitens pray and believe mo
f Cod and Christ than formerly, am ever
copvents and schools ean.
thws giw by 0 paradis, such as the world cannot

CHAFTER Vil

S Mlusirueti
rronnded by his chil-
irwt.
ity bl the mssde siand, withs
mnn 0f his left, Lold
oty to the

yot into Lather's fum

T
i Walibir, the
ol i

hapelanistur, The
b bis liamds, s the 0

[T p—
rigcht i Mathesios, o very hitimate fries
Luther wos passionatcly food of o and did more than
uny olher mas, to improve Germen church wusie, T bome
posod a groat many bymes and choreh wunes, whish are sl
fad milimiod.
0 was very earnest, in Baviy
* Mu " b said, * must of pece
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LUTHER'S CHEIRTNAR TREE. 19
A schoolmnstor st be uble to sing otherwis T will hear
nothing of Tim,

In the profice to his first collection of sered songs andl
pealms, he says, that they Lad beon wet for four veices, becans
be wished, “ thae the young pople, who ought by all meanis w
be instructed in nmsic ad other proper arts, might be rid of
thieir willy songs; and instend, learn something good aod instroo-
tive; and to find pleasure in that which is good, s it lseemeth
young people.”

Lutlier made musdo n part of his home devotions and enjoy-
monts, Al be was never happier than, when seated ab Lis
parlor argan, the whole family united with him in i the
praises of God. 1t was like heavon on enrth,  Ho says, 1 love
msic: it elovatos and makes mo better, nnd brings me nearor
1o the throne of God, where the angeld ory, * Holy, haly, boly
duy and night.

Tt i snid of Luther, that when he was trial by
newn, bie would sy, “ Come let us nng the I'un_-,

*Grond-in our refoge and strength.’ ©

So did Jena, in view of his st suflorings. In that upper
room, just befiire e west oat to the sormows of the gunben, he
Joimed in singing o hymn with his discipls—as if that holy
sung— that pealm of exulistion, wuslly sung ot the Passover,
would strongthen ks soul for the derk aud terrible agony of
Gethsomane,

Professor Stowe Lells o touching ineldent, showing the power
of musie, (o soothe the mind in troable. A poor widow in
Cineinnati, during the prevalence of the choler, lost ol her
children. The Professor went to speak words of comfort 1o
her, in her desalation,  She beckoned him to be seated.  After
o momunt's struggle with her feelings, sbe begun and sung the

uragling
th Pealm,







‘When 1 can
Wl

CHAPTER VIII

nother et 3

Listher reel apen to

wied you pee how happy e secmk, to e in fhi

ren. Wil

playing with hin b




THEK'S ONRIRTMAS TREE.

little ones, sparting amidst fruils wad fow
Saxan Teformer, but the genisl friend and
d who proenre] ganben-seeds

to a
for him, = If Satan sod his i
at bim, and sdiire nd enjoy to the Creator's pras
1 the g Writing o Spalatin, by
hawve planted my gar !-m. and o the middle of it
tain.  Come and seo oe, and yoo shall be arowned with ros:

E thing arepnd him, in natame, somoal to be foll of e
mind to God. Walking with
m, on o beantiful spring moming, when
re unfolding their gny coloes, and shed-
slory to. God, who

of the resorree-

% rave and roar, T shall laagh

ding nbroad the
ealls all nature to
tia

n |

I the v
v settting himee

upon & lres,
ind has

choson Lis pilace Iys b ddoes not
ke ol to-nue
to think for
Thiro wan a litile binf's nest in the ganden, the binds wore
frightoned when any ane
exeliimix little futierors, do ot fear me

nothing bat good, i you coald only bolicve
refisse o trust in God, who, s far from dod
us his own Son.”
Un & fine spring day, when all sature peeme
smile of God, be sid to Jostus Jonas; @ I there were neither
wini noe ilenthi, we wiight be stisfied with chis paradise.  But alff
) b more besutifil still, when the old world have heen

nnd Jeaw

e pear, aod flew wway, J,u;]m

renewed, andl & tew spring shall epen amd romn
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LUTHER'S CORISTXAS THEE. 23

Tdo mot like to dim this pictvrm, bright with joy and inne

ot delight, with the dark shadow of death, Ami vet, as life

o 8l in mingled with gt and shade, it woldd ot be a
pieture of Lutber's hame-tif if we should omit a passing notice
of bis domestic sorrow.  Nor, indeed, wonld voa lnow the Be
furmer in il the depth of kis parental feeling, and tousching
tenderness of bis nature, without this shade in the picture,

Luthor way oalled to part with Magdalen at the age of
fourtorn,  She wns a most endenring ehild, end wnited the firm.
niss and porsevornnce of the father, with the pentleness and
dolicacy of the mother, When she grow very ill, Tather sid,

“ Dearly do T bove ber! bat, O my God, if it be thy will to tuke
leer honse, 1 rosign bher to thee withant & murmys,”

= He then appronchod the bed, and aaid to ber, * My dear Tittls

daughter, my boboved Magdalon, you would willingly remain

your varthly father; but, if God ealls you, yuu will als
willingly go to your Heavenly Fathor.”

She replied, * Yes, dear father; it is on God plegss.”

“ Dhear lizele girl,” o exclnimed, &0 how Ilove lier! the spirit
i willing but the flosh is weal.”

o Wl e e the Bl naned venad b Ty the passage I Tkl
“Phy dead men hall ive, together with my doad body shall
thoy arise,  Awiko and sing, yo that dwell in dust, fr thy dew
in st deewe of herbis, wnd the earth shall east out the dead ™

He then said, * My danghter, enter thou fnte thy resting-
place in penes.”

S od her dying oyes towands Lim, nod said, with tosel-

ol
o uight proceding ber death, Catharine, worn oul with
walching, reclined her bead on the siek-bed and slopt. Wilen
sl awule, she appesred much agitnted ; amd, ns soon ns Philip
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LOTUER'S O

STHAS

CHAPTER 1IX,

nan Festival. (8w F
ol Lthier's wves are e dhidiiren,
s greatest blosing”  One o
e tahls,
, nad praised the moble bleming
Faither mid: “ Why do you
fn yaur children ; fruits, which nre more
wiil noble crontures of God than any frifts

we have the Cl
e whiieh mo &
o Jonke upon 4 €

fi

hranch with eherries ov

remmbeanon of lhr' Y

ol God iy suschy fro

and Fports o

Irie children, who wes full of the g
liood, be said, “ Thoe art the moocent

itle nimpeton

Lard, sinder graca an Thou hast no Ber

apledonis torment varselves by etesnal

alwnya thio
10 i early

bristmas Tree, 0 beantifl German prodocd, i tot o
fenown in this country. = Origmnlly the Chiristmias Troe repre-
sented the hirth of s Cheist Kindlen, At o
toon waa soen the wanger, the lnl-lllrr:\ id the ok
ared, Al the o i

have now dis

ne reenain










arben wherein thers are many

nid thoy gatl
and penrs, cherric
il e mer

ont too,
aud KI.||(||‘la 1

ealen ; {therefore 1 ¢ wait the
maay, Aht dear sir, T will i
his to my | him o o
ity and Lo loarn well, und to be good, so that |
rden.  Bat b has an Aunt I_I
Then the man sal

e winy Johmay, and to

har,  Herewith 1
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Goerman city, wh

¢ hoaso, & poor homeles

1 th
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