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“0 mamma! 1 should like, as ¢
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“ Massa” said Alexander, “why i the
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“ Al to cheer the dull winters and fur-
uish dinner for the poor frozen sailors, I sup-
pose.”

“ During February and March a few
others change guard; but April and May
are the grand mouths for the arvival of fea-
thered visitors: and very amusing it is to
watch their proceedings.”

“Do they generally fly in great com-
panies, or so {ew ata time that people scarce-
ly notige them -

“Their habits are very variqus in this re-
spect.  Some fly in enormous wide-spread
flocks; others in long nurrow columus,
Some have two or three leaders, and con-
gregate behind them in a wedge-shaped
mass.  In a few instances the males and
females travel separately.”

“That is very curious, mamma. Where-
abouts do they land in England

“It quite depends upon the region they
come from. " The northérn birds usually
content themselves with that part of our
island nearest to their own country, and
those from the south resort to the more
southerly couuties of England. The nightin-
gale, for example, is never heard north of
shrewsbury in the west, or of Doncaster in
the east; and it is scarcely ever met with
in Cornwall and Devonshire.”

“How is that, mama, il nightingales like

i

v
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warth 7 1 thought Cornwall and Devon-
shiire were such very ild countics.”

“True, it cannot be on that account; but
most probably they cross the Bnglish Chin-
uel where it 1s much narrowe P and Jdo wot
wander so far westward ; coming here for
the purpose of building their nests and rearing
young birds, iuslcm‘in?:uhuiringllm scenery.”

“Would not that same reason keep a
greatmany birds (romn that part of Fingland #”

“Certwnly 5 and the comparative silence
ol the beauatiful woods there strikes every
otie who bas beeit accustotied to the chieerful
songs of Hertfordshire, Bssex, and Surrey.”

“That is a pity, for | have always heard
so much of Devonshive scenery ; and Lthink
the birds"singing always makes pretty places
l}lu;i.‘i:mlul'.”

“So do Ly dewr: and when spending a
year there I wondered how it was 1 heard
and saw =0 few birds, il T read the reason ;
and then T adimired the wondrous instinet
which had kept themn in localities better
suited to their migratory habits.”

“ Ave different birds, then, generally found
i different places 7

“To a certain extent that is the case.
Thus swinnning and wading birds, even if
they migrate. invariably select lodgings near
water. O these, same prefer the sea-shore,
huiltliug their nests o holes of the rocks ; as
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speak of instinct, mammn ;
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CHAPTER IX.
THE HERMIT CRAN | ON, ANTMAL DEFENSES
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Sl it deigerous .o.'!.:u'J
10
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FLEASANT SIGHTE.

to look at the sun,
s e not made

u told me how Siz William
Hersche] : with Sirfus.  But,
mAmima, e it tir bear s 4

rently for
hirds, ax tho secretary

THE MERNRASE, 05
» aw

which they can draw







FLEARANT WlGH w1

e Jumits

# Cortninly ; w
af our faculties,
ndmire and marvel at their porf

i 8 onor Wands and &
we w the miuse

* Just now, when
um’ of the mamson, | coald
cts fud ahiells at e

A then it mode my

sea th

a0 Lne, Y de
» 1o eafch & View
toeo distant.”
dot 1 ean sce th

t is cofled n nntaml
oy dewr; that b, we e,

1 ean weo much bet

“Ro when 1 dook thy
cotinaad Moe M—,
the situntic

r"-lnuc.lhn\ll [ wuit me, that

useful yon, Alexardir
1<rrm in ||\|I|I||11 arg thas fitted for their







previous cor <vg-ﬂsnl
, what hesutiful creature
witnl, us be looked a1 some Chiness pit
sants, aral Anerican purrots, and bl
turds uitite. “Here are col

Al nijiiisite tash
The Jitle hinds are the brightest and

, nof their own proper co
mnch better for them

. beur,”
Do 3 mber where he came
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FLEARANT aluiiTs 201
his shaguy white dress, which would etnbla
i e over the snow in search of his
without being very easily seen,
Mamma, is that really the cnse 7
*Yes; itis remurked by noturalists, as o
wood of the mn-dm‘n aml wisdom of God,
ww freguen color of an animal
thus musds 108 nﬁ-p-u.wm‘
“Indeed, mamma | how
" (e partr amd ecommon hens, for
instance, are ustally of o dusky & o, that,
n crouched on the ground, kites and
wagles on the wing ean searcely notice them
sulliciently 10 descond with o true nim on

proy
But il they move, mamma, woukd not
birds of prey ses them then ?
Of ¢ i but God hos

ustinet which wanie them of the ap
of these ene 3 lll
therm in the g i ationless
1l the danger is § J
hinve seen 1k
ve the bindx with fretemud.

T 1o b dend.”

Tha mere fact of death woold not be
sufficient, | befieve, |.»|Ir!»rnr o bumgry kitn
of wo good a meal: hut the fowl's practice

i oo nsoertained ¢ the purpose of
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them to the

foodew an ike
s, tlu it we might e
ell, mummn

admire them me




Then if people want 1o cateh animals
wilh wh




PLEASANT stoirs.

“Na; we are told that tho pe
canaries of England are very
their brethren in their original” homes,
dued this may aceount for the white pen.
enck being more commen here than in other
Countries

“ Butif thoy nre taken prisoners there, and
stuffed and beought home, do we not see their
hright colors w thetn ¥

“1 belicve nol t their beauty depends
much on lifo, as
fives nulriment
Oanses  when i
flowers, yon know, invaris

|l scems o pily

wych benutiful painting s such a very fit-

Ug while, setroely long enough W eopy it in
ture.” 3

God a8 leng to paint esch

b fenther, ks it does for s poor

rnortals to attempt an mitation of his beau-

tifal Im.uh w-:yl we should miss all the

i, 1 fangy.,”

\\ hy, mamma, the wasons would not
last ot t o the plants, much
ous the animals and inseets

* And yet what a profusion of ornament
we see everywhere , besides all the splendid
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it




they *washed their robe.
m white in the blood of 1||

CHAPTER XI1
REANTA OF FEEV; O, NATURES NALANCE
0, wow these 5 dum--.v e
mal

HWE BYE

|_-I||l which was entangled by a w
called the spider ermel
vating the dinner hi







nish this el
as they skim ml—l down, [nf
1 snappng
bills in a quie kil manner as
Capture somn UNWLrY -R'In;l'-
Th«"" mist be very elover to oateh gnats,
1 th
“The gray aud pied fiy-oatchers are pro-
videsd weish Datle hair-lle biristles a1 the hase
of the hill, which nssist in securing their
prisoners; and they moy be seen perchod
upen some rail or ;\ln- for hours, now

then rebigrnin
wesrind diliges
“But n single gmn i such o v:,~ smalf
morsel, manunn; not ful, | sbould
|I|||;k oven for a litte wron.”
Ll the birds make up

immense mimber they devou
* Do the voung birds in the nests eal in-

FOU WeTe to
ar swallyws, feed
nstonished nt the ineessant
m o andergo.”
“ How aften do the par
*Une n(-wr\ er wintes







up the
besernt

= obnox

1
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this, b would )

ab
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v el
¥ e mare
ube ool
cls o i
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yed it
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BEASTA OF FREY 288

R—"% tamne duck secmed very
LT
ils are @ favorite food with ma
Home swallow them whole, |
; others diploy grast ingen,
theen, and pieking out the snail
ow gan they break the shell '
have  beaks hard and o
h for the purpove. and sowe b
1 them upon etones from a great height.
o animal seems ot o les 1o procun
its approprinte fod ; i one expedient fuils
it will try anothe ul attnstlienr, HHY it swe
coeds"
“ Ah, 1 have often been surprised at the
duck’s perseverance when it has picked up
it wriggling,

3 ih 20 melancholy to
watch the poor litle captives, that 1 am al-
tos sl [ransy away when she has

s eats birds too, mumma.  You know
s'Ixe stode poor Helen's canary o few days
3 st i h'mi' litdle times ific ;r:i.‘i-r «

oft open.

Mige nre the favorite food of owls;
while hawks and Eites make sad havoe with
smviadl bieds.”

Foxes, to0, run away with geese and
chickens, do they pot ¥




kowr to earry off littls
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BEARTA OF PRERY 215

“It i to be feared some have been de.
voured; but thers am many int Ing
fnote reconded of such little ereatures he-u._;

wred m—_—uin.u o found o hurt E
will nttack young lam
Mo carry them up inty their oe

o peck out their ayes, which

sre always :hp parts they select : but their

feeble, that they seldom

*1 remwunber A raven '-N:Lﬁl out that
poor old tosd's eves.’

1 have read, resumed Mra. M——,
“thut in  sovog , Whers huaman
snorifices are w h| v yel common, many
birds ore found fensting apon the hormid re-
maits of heathen eroelty.

shiep, and even
22 any Bnbeal
promises o :

Tumust be very dreadfil 1o traval among
thoso wild beasts”

Itis very remnrks al, ot of them
only attsek when hungry, and do not ssem
1o exhibil an L‘u..nr]lh rusitire in the tere
act of hnnting and killing."
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NEANTS OF FREY

e another,
constant warfure among th m !
shocking to think of so much bloods h.-d
And yet were it not for (his arrongenient,
my doar Alexonder, which it has plensed the
Most High himsell to ordain, we should
speadily be overrun with the hrute 1,
as thay multiply =o ve and arrive at
umn_hn generally mugl
o,
= That would never do, pumma.”
" God, you know, g the beasts 1o us
mught each
animal to seleot its y, und moreover
instructed it how to take its life in o 5

n'ul comparatively casy manner,
“ Do not eots toase mice very much ¥
“They do, certainly; but when onee
anded, pussy kills the otly, | hnve
r read or heard of any nnimal devour.
ing its proy plecemeal, without petting it to
disath firnt.

ittle church history

in true, people are munch mare eruel to each
other, when thoy porsecute martyr, than
even suvage beasts,”!
" yander, that this
W hen man abuses
rs for that purposs, he
n tortyring, o well ns
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EEASTS OF FREY. 219
seem o lose all power of enjoyment, and
even of procaring foo
Vhy ean they not get oo
Those who have to exercise
springing apor wod pursuing  their
less nelive: their toc
unt, nrad wnlit for mistic: 3
Would not animals feed o
uch cases ¥
ew brutes show any 1'un||||1
Do vou
e gold-fishs

another in

remember  our
which was hl'ui-»d—l-.uw e others tor.
el 1t 7
‘Yes: you took it away for some time
but, after all, they pocked and teased it to
\I ath, ns soon as o put it buck aguin into

Many amimals will devour

Tust s
ones ; especially i

even their own 3

another
* Anntomists tell us, my de
tooth of & great many are evid

expressly for feeding upou 1)
tiger, fox, and similnr ravenous

t the same teeth do aqually
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BEARTE UF FREY, 2l

er whother animals dread their

* Thir natural instinet sl
an effort 10 eseape,’

“ In that boecau
“They can ha

y& prompls

they

e afrnid of death #*
distinet notion of
death, my though it is said that the
poor sheep and bullocks which are led to the
saughtor-house will shrink back, as if wware
e impending evil,

* Perhaps they may see some remning of
uther sheep or bullocks ther
wesibly ; but € to Noah, that the
fear an Ilin-ml of man would rest upon every
nnimal: and 0 this day it is continually

ay

I should like to know, mammn, whisther
nnitnals used 10 eat one another bef
fload.”

“It seems most likely that they
the remains of some of the antediluy
ures not only exhibit testh fitte
animal food, but claws well =uite
cateh nnd kill their prey: while the half-
digested bones and ses o within their

il inadisputable
‘0, that reminds me of one qm'
h 1 meant to

..:'|h.-:r fioxl







REASTS (OF

s eatitrol and m. He has m
v benmtay nnd when the §
r.l\rlu ory unto him lnl I

Npturnlists inform on that thers is a
rapondence, or | Low, 10 eVery part of
ure. These very # mall inmocts, which in
v myriads in a simmer,
short-lived, as woll ns furnishing

great yariety of lurger croatires.  In study

inig the habits «

b find
there ure fewer yo

fro
parents are more formidable
atbher, and sequiting & greater wup-
Dr. Paley remarks: * An ele-
=% but one calf; a butterily
fays six hundred egas.  Birds of prey sel
dom produce mare than fwo e the spar-
row and duck tribe frequently it upon a
dozen.  In the rivers, we mest with
anid minnows for one pike; in
oillion of herrings for o singh ot
hat i very wonderful.  Bur there al
# seems plants food that man ean




wnimols have an

ws 40 much pains and
upan ereatures
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“Giod dows ot work to be seen of men,
v disar s al) bis works are ¥
| .14!1p|c-|l #o entirely 1o th

sther contrivaces could have answe
better.
“ Well, mamma, I will ufn
help, to do all my duti
LTI
“Try oo

upon ¥
wt in wnd 1..\-1 iy ‘-n\-."..r ,.',

prove that

4
ruising him for
nJ] his wonderfill worke"
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