


THR

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

REV. RUFUS W. CLARK.










Country — Upon its Religious n

tiitn — Responsibility wpon the Churele




THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

Feclesiartes i

it ure danw undor
but they b 0o eomfort

pressed, aud th
was power

the

stitutions;

ms, and the senti-




nd south, to bring to our

ports, north

ring children of Afvica, and entail

utions t strengt

sonscier 1 before God, ea
eonscience, and before God, each

an influential press, churel

ar authority, to per

extend a system of v there is ore
for evil, against wl sven mill I
nen find it diffioult to conten hie

the arteries les of the nationa

fountams of national existence. And

ansswer for

evil in the heart of a cow
been by Heaven? Tlave we 1

license to sin, with an exemption {

the evils anc

When benevolent societies, eccle tic

, unité with a demoralized public opinion, and

the sinews of the natural strength, and poisons th

consequences of | vin

NEW upo;







vh t ¥ the « >
ive t o in | )
. read 1 2
{ 1
It t t th I )
) i 1 attribi
Al I this qu
{ € of pov
& } t {
bet I
viples have | by |
pL ] d

the w H 1 A I on
learn, by tend « \ I
puvarnm I Y
po
per ¢ wonl I {
apost] 1 i
peculiar] 1cable
v ¢ t I
i ) ld




PATRICE HEN
i ion:
is t ind
mo: s
refined m; y

ma W, 4 s
L 1l ol

O
By 1

1l

and 1 ¥

We might quote the

ris, of P ylv







look

Hiar

d upor













or buy then 0"
teal or retain men in slav
m, elves, o .
Tord car Get
lic fi rin t 1 i
1 nin “The DI of
y, fr hich the following
) Prasbyterian Church, &
r ihj { o il
untary ensla @ part of the
I
1 : ttorly
! an na it
principles o gospel of' Cl i 0
er ye wo e 1 do
y e’ Slavery creates a wdox 3
it exhibits rational, acco , and
immortal n surh slanoe i » Lo
them the { wioral ) ! hem as deper
{ o whether all re » rel
s her W worsh
ber they e or e
they sh s, and !}
the endearments of husba s, parents and chil
9







CHAPTER II.

HISTORY OF THE SLAVE TH

Exofusxxk 15. Aud
be found in his hand, ho &







In the year 1620,
mi landed I
fiem liber
L wenty neg
h old to the
vl >
R
g o new f
fucin,
terril So
kings to K e 1
revolution lessened tl
dise, the king of D
d gon to Lisbon, t
tored t
nitors 10
were corrupted by dro
s m o 1
|
t
king that }
f king t 1
ith the 1
which dt
dred men were slai
Some idea of the was











































= e 1 b o Exp 08

























CHAPTER

IV.

















































ruinous

these State

The x



















i its
pr
11
t
In T tim







pounds, to purchase the freedom of slayes in her col-

onies, and up to 1843, having expended fifteen millions







N TERMIY A







: A " are
o v 1 o bold a
) " I the con
Affics ! ned 8 Portugal,
ey i th ! and
r | !
|
: \ 1 1 y Eng
v be found here al to be }
the nall r 1 b
of biave declard that all m froe and
ha i 5 among which are
nd ty, and
the miserable Africa At t & man, and
r We ¥ ur | L
eneroach ran t © forget th g
the m v anth asmaile 5
petu
W 1ie T Chr an K It mands us
to lia 1 will to all ! a8 ou
A « by id do
It 1o th
God all r A » state




Europe in. ther
tain t








































the slave power§ Hus an

enlightened conseience scoured deference

























SOUTHERN NEWBPAPERS. 93

advise on thess questions: he only p d them. The
peaple ghould think and act upen them. If there are but
few more slave States, it is not because of abolitionism, or the
. Wilmot Proviso, but simply for the want of people to settle
them. We can not make States without people; rivers and
mountains do not make them; and slave States can not be
made without Africans.”

This language was addressed to the gentlemen
and ladies of the city, and is said to have been re-
coived with great applause.

At Fort Valley, Ga., there is published a newspa-
per, called “The Nineteenth Century,” which holds
the following language in regard to the slave trade:

% Nocessity will detnand it at no distant day, and we also
believe that the necessity will Bi"mg about the object, of it-
solf, without much noise or confusion on the part of the
southern people.”

So it seems that the flood gates of this stream of
moral and physical death are to be opened quietly,
without much disturbance of the public conscience,
a foew slight tremors, perbaps, and without much
“noise” from that unfortunate class whose nerves
arg affected by the horrors of the middle passage.
Perhaps the soothing influences of the «Nineteenth
Century ” will aid in this matter, and the introduc-
tion of modern improvements may render the Afrj.
can more subimissive to his fate.

There ig still another argument for the revival of
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the slave trade alluded to by the « Southern Confed-
eracy,” published at Atlanta, Ga.

That paper declares, that “The African slave
trade is the hope and bulwark of southern interests.
Tt is the basis underying the future greatness and
permanency of the slave States, Without its estab-
lishment, the institution (slavery) will soon become
useless.”

‘We have said that there was a vital connection
between American slavery-and the Afvican slave
trade, and here we have one of the proofs, We seo
the direct result of the doctrine which has been so
strenuously maintained, that the institution should
not be meddled with where it was established. As
well might we be told, You must not touch the roots
of the tree, but if the branches should spread too
widely, or the fruits become too bitter, these points
may be carefully and judiciously considered! The
principle laid down in Matthew ifi. 10, is: “ And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees;
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.”

The word “piracy” greatly troubles the friends
of the elave trade. In May, 1859, at & meeting held
in Parker County, Texas, it was

“ Resolved, That we demur to any law of Congress mak-
ing the foreign slave trade piracy, as a usurpation of power -
not warranted by the Constitution of the United States, and
ought to be repealed.”
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We come now to a document that deserves our
careful attention. In May, the Savannah Republi-
can published an indignant protest of the grand jury
which recently indicted parties suspected of being
engaged in the. slave trade. The jurymen, being
under oath to find & bill according to law, state that
they did so against thetr wiff. The protest con-
cludes thus:

«Haeretofore, the people of the South, fim in their con-
gciousness of Tight and strength, have failed to place the
stamp of condemnation upon guch laws as reflect ipont tha
institution of slavery, but have permitted, unrebuked, the
influence of foreign opinion to prevail in their support.

# Longer to yield to a sickly sentiment of pretended phi-
lanthropy, and diseased mental observation of ¢higher law’
fanatics, the tendency of which is to debase us in the estima~
tion of civilized nations, is weak and unwise. ‘They then un-
Tesitatingly advocate the repeal of all laws which directly or
indivectly condemn the institution, and think it the duty of
the southern people to require their legislators to unite their
efforts for the accomplishment of this cbject.” (Signed)

CHARLES GRANT, Bexeprcr BouRGEIN,
H. S. Byen, M. D,, Jxo. J. JAoxson,
- 8, PALMER, Gro. W. GARMY.

This is certainly a very remarkable produetion.
That it represents an extensive southern opinion, we
will not believe without farther evidence. Its
suthors are alone responsible for it.

‘We know that such sentiments are received with
disgust by thousands at the South, Many distin-
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guished men have already spoken out against the
slave trade, Let.such men be multiplied and sus-
tained, and the South may be saved from self
destruction, and the nation from the guilt of that
gigantic orime into which many are so madly
plunging.

‘We rejoice that our northern State legislatures
are waking up to the magnitude of this evil.

The following resolution against this traffic was
passed April 12, 1859, by the New York State As-
sembly, by a vote of 101 to 6:

¢ Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That the citizens of
this State look with surprise and detestation upon the vir-
tual opening of the slave trade within the Federal Union :
that agsinst this invasion of our laws, of our feelings, and of
the dictates of Christianity, we solemnly protest: that we call
upon the citizens of the Union to make ¢ause in the name
of religion and humanity, and as friends of the principles
upderlying our system of government, to u.;ute in ' bringing
to immediate arrest and ishment all persons ou‘,m
the unlawful and wicked h'a,de, and hereby instruct our sen-
ators and representatives in Cong; to exert all lawful
power for the immediate suppression of this infamouf traffic.

“ Resolved, That the Executive of this Statg be required
to transmit a copy of this resolution to the legislatures of the
several States of this Union, and earnestly. request their
cobperation in arresting this great wickedness.”

Would that every legislature that professes to
love liberty, would follow the néble example set by
the Empire State! Would that every representa—
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tive would recall to his memory the words of the
gifted and eloquent Webster, as uttered in his speech
. on the Presidents protest:

#"We have been tanght to regard a representative of the
people as a sentinel upon the watch-tower of liberty. Ishe
to Fe blind, though visible danger approaches? Yshe tobe
deaf, though sounds of peril fill the air? Ts he to be dumb,
yrhile a thousand duties impel him to raise the cry of alarm ?
Is he not rather to catch the Jowest whisper that breathesin-
tention or purpose of eneroachment on the public liberties,
and to give his voice, breath, and utterance at the first ap-
pearancs of danger? Is not his eye to traverse the whole
horizon, with the kéen and eagle vision of an unhooded
hawk, detecting through ali disguises, every enemy, ad-
vancing in any form -towards the citadel he guards ?”

-
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CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION.

* Ita. dvlli, 1. “Ory aloud, spare not: lift up thy voice like & trumpet,

mddnwmymhm-kmman,m the honses of Jacob their |,
win. B

Wz have considered in. tha preceding  chapters

the oruelties and horrors of the slave trade; the .
desolating influence of the traffic upont Africa; ‘the

efforts made to abolish the evil; and the evidenocs
of ita continuance, and of the attempts: to" revive
the trade. ' .

It only remains for us to allude to some of the
inevitable effects of reopening 8.4raffie, g0 revolting
to every feeling. of humanity, every dictate-sf con.
science, and every law of God, o

There is n¢ need of extended argument to show.

that the importation of Africans into this country

would directly and foarfully augment that evil which .
already t0 so greatian extent is paralyzing industry, .
 blighting commerce, and destroying the best inter.

ests of society. The disastrous infinence of Ameri-
oan slavery upon agriculture, the mechsanical arts,
education, public virtue, religion, has been fully set
forth by others. Measures have been proposed to
mitigate the evils growing out of the system, and
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