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Remarks of the late Mrs. Huntington on Christian Education.

March 14th, 1819. “ The religious edication of our
children is indeed a subject ol the greatest Importance.
Wiiile, on the one hand, we woald avoid the error of those
who think education can do every thing, we certuinly are
wized to conclude, from the whole tenor of revelation,
with the blessing of God, it may do much. The
question then, what is a religious education? becomes one
of the deepest interest. 1s it to have our children initiated
into a knowledge of the genoral principles of Christianity 1
Is it to make them attend upon.the regular administration
» 10 eatechise them, to kemind them of the
their obligations 1o become holy, and set be-
tore them the terrors of the Lord, 1hat we may persuade
them to fice from weacth' to corne 1 All ilis we undoubredly
ought to do.  But all this we may do, and et be found
w..uting. For we ean nevar too c;:mesil'\' press upon our-
solves the convickiony that edication i not what we teach
ous children in detaghed periods of time, when we are giv-
ing them special instraction, og explaining to them revealed
truths, but what ‘we teach them by the silemt but ever-
influencing language of our generul examplé.  The mother
who recommends weligion in’ lier formal instraetions to her
children, as a thing ‘of the Gest importanee, while in her
own case it is habitudly driven into u corner j—who urges
upon her child en 1he supreme desirabloness of laying up
treasures in heaten, while ker deurest oiie€ nre evinced, by
her conduct, to be on carth ;—who insists on the excelletice
and importance of meekness, patience, and charity, while
she 15 no way remarkahle for the exercise of these graces
hersell ;—who deseants on the vanity of the world, whilst
she is seon to be a shive (0 i opinions and fashions, can
hardly expect mach success from her labors.”
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CurisTiaN PaReNT,

Have you thought what a charge you have assumed
what amazing responsibility God has attached o the bless.
ed relations of Father and Mother ? what power these re.
lations imply over the character and destiny of the little
ones who owe their being to you? O, have you ever paus-
ed, amid the scenes of this busy world, to think, for a mo-
ment, what God did, when He blessed you with a son, or
a daunghter—what you did, when you exultingly welcomed
the heavenly gift ! Since you received the charge at the
Divine hand, has your eye often pursued these new adven-
turers through all the paths of life 1 Have you, in imagina-
tion, laid one in its little grave, and zeen another, father]ess,
motherless, friendless perhaps, toiling and suflering on
its lengthened and solitary way to its long home ? and, ha-
ving watched them till the last dear one has laid down in
death, have yon seemed to yourself to take them—to go
up with them to the throne of Christ, saying, * Here,
Lord, am I, and the children whom thou hast given me;"
and to wait there, with them, for their eternal sentence and
your own? [F'rom that throne have you seemed to go
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gelves to the same nature; they exercise the same fn(‘i_||~
ties; and awaken, in kind, the same feelings. T'he child
has a little world of his own, as large to him, as full of
objects, as much diversified by good and :-\I-.l _as capable
of engaging his thoughts, of kindling his ambiti m, I:l:u}.t-l
firing all his petty pussions, as is_the “'“"]‘.J’ in which the
man exists, to him. And the child as really has a charac-

niic
ter in that little world, as the man _
oportions ] to the objects and

has in his greater

world ; a character as truly pr
scenes which oceupy a child ; as really depending on
certain causes, end leading to certain conse

This character, momentous thought! this character, in
essential points, is likely to be permanent—to be the germ,
the foundation of all future character. It will not be sha-
ken off, unless by Divine Power, on going into hig
seenes of life. Its features may be modified, as those of
the face are, by age; but, like those also, they will proba-
bly eontinue substantially the same—vill only become more
g tly marked, and more unchange-

ences.

prominent, more disting
able, as life advances, and the sphere of action widens,
and widens, and widens, till the child, which, yesterda;
seemed to live only in the present moment, and to have
all its thoughts and desires limited by the walls of the uui-
sery, has become a man, extending his thoughts over a
world, and linking his sy mpathies with his whole race—
lias become an Angel, taking in the Creation at view, and
dwelling in eternity.

What is it, then, you may ask, to be a Christian man ?
[tis to think, feel, and act, upon all subjects which cou-
cern us as moral and religious beings, as Christ teaches us
to do. It is to think as He teaches us, for example, co:
ceruing God ; His Power, Wisdom, Love, Mercy, Acts,
and Purposes : concerning Christ himself; who he was;
whenee and why he came into our world ; what Ie did
and said, while in it; how He suffered, died, rose, and
ascended ; what He does now ; and what He will do here-
afler: concerning ourselees ; our motives, feelings, oblign-
tions, conduct, our whole character, and our end * aud
concerning the glorious Heaven, which God has revealed
over our heads, and the Hell, which He has laid open at
our feet. To be a Christian man, is to feel just as we
know those, who think thus, ought to feel—aes those, who
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thought thus in ancient times, did feel—as Stephen, and
Paul, and John felt, when they came to think thus, ,lt is,
also, to act, purely and openly, from the impulse of suely
feelings. DButin thus thinking, feeling, and acting, we
are to be men still, and to continue in man’s world ;II we
are not to do these things as Angels do, but as men may
do them-—not as men may do them in Heaven, and iy
some distant period of our being; but as men may do them
on the earth, with all their earthly frailties—as men may
do them now.

If, then, thisis being a Christian man, and if a man
should begin to be, while a child, just what he ought to he
when he grows up; you mustsee, I think, what it is to be
o Christian child. It is, you perceive, to have such a
knowledge of Christizn objects, and such feelings toward
those ohjects, as a child may have; to do all those things
which such feelings naturally lead a child to do; and ta
avoid all those things which such feelings, in their proper
influence, would lead him to avoid. To be a Christian
child is not to become a premature man—to have ideas and
feelings which are appropriate to men—to act, in all re-
spects, as men should act. It isnot fo go out of the sphere
of childhood. It is to think, and feel, and act right, in
that sphere—to be the same rational, moral, religious, ami-
able and holy being, in all the relations and circumstances
of achild, which we are bound to be in the higher, and
more responsible relations and circumstances of a man.

If the day is ever to arrive, when such shall be the cha-
racter of our children, when the Gospel shall lay hold up-
on the youthful intellect and heart with a sweet, a holy,
snd a mighty influence, that day is to be brought forward
chiefly by the instrumentality of Christian Parents. And
they can never exert the desired influence without effort—
without o devotion of themselves to the education of their
children, becoming the immense, the eternal consequences
suspended on their success. Be entreated, then, Christian
Parent, to give yourself to this business; and to consider
the following hints, suggested by one who anxiously prays,
that you mey be guided in your interesting, your momen=
tous work, by better wisdom than his—* the wisdom which
is from above.”

1. Regard the education of your children as one of the
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grealest and mos! direct o’g’_ﬁr!x of your own .{r.'r'rr..n‘:a:.-f }r_ﬂ":nth-.
Teel it to be a business of too much imporian "l" st
tirely left to others. Parents are the IL:i[‘.lI‘ui instructers of
children. They have means of access to the inlant mind,
and of control “over the infant heart, which “.“‘\.".r."',”".b"
acquired by others. And [-mlm.[fill"'\ e, that, t.l, Christian
parents would only enter into this Ihu.xmr-_-'-s \_thh thlr- zeal
and l):uicm‘t' which are s ) often almost t'nl;w]._\' thrown
away uponobjects comparaliy ely 111:\'-'H:'.1-|__" ol Z!_ll"-l‘ pursuit,
more wounld be done for the moral welfare of the world,
by parental influence, than the most ardent mind ever an-
ticipated. 4

While others, then, are seen studying, and t
denying themselves, that they may leave their chil
name or an estale, remember, Christian Father, Chi
Mother, remember, that the richest legacy you can be
on your children, is a pious education ; ¢ nd never feel satis-
fied to do so much for any other object, as for training
them up in the way they should go. Ouly give your child
the right character, and how easy it must be for him, in
this land, to acquire all the knowledge and all the wealth
that can ever do him auny real good. Let him fail of that
character, and what can Institutions of learning, what can
riches do for him ? He may die abeggar, and his name perish.

2. Do not regard education merely as a preparation for
future life, To be always looking forward to the future
condition and character of the dear objects of your love
and solicitude, may tempt you to leave things in them,
which are now positively defective or wrong, to be corrected
by time, or accident, at best very uncertain reformers of
bad habits. The only way to secure the future good con-
duet and character of a child is to make him now just what
he should now be. Look upon him as living now, in his
little wotld, a real and most interesting life ; a life of pro-
bation for a higher state. And try to feel as solicitous, and
take as great pains that he should live that little life well,
as if it were to be his only, his highest life. Think, al-
ways, that we, in childhood, prepare for manhood, as we,
on the earth, prepare for Heaven ; not by overlooking or
neglecting the present, but by doing and being, every day
and every hour, as it passes, just what that day or that
hour requires of us. Be satisfied with nothing, in your

g* -
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child, short of present perfection, according to the measure
of a child. The parent, who disregards faults, and indul~
ges wrong and jln_‘l nicious praclices :n-({ay, in the hope that
a future day will correct them, wmay, indeed, find the ex-
pectation realized; ‘lml there is every reason to expect,
that time, instead _ﬂi correcling what is wrong, will oul
give to it the obstinacy and permanency of habit.

3. Relynot too much on oceasional influences. In ey
well-regulated family, or society, there are many stated og-
casions of moral and religious instruction. None of these
is to be undervalued. They ure doing much for society—
they effect a great deal of all that distinguishes the morals
end happiness of Christian nations from those of the Pa-
gan world. But they all occupy only a small pr)rliqn of a
child’s time. And il advantage is taken of them zlone to
train him up in the way he should go, it will be by no
means certain that any truly valuable influence can be ex-
erted over him.  They do not supply the principal impres-
sions which are daily made on the youthful heart. They
leave an immense amount of influence to be exerted*by
other, and, perhaps, opposite causes. And all they enable
us to do for a child may prove uiterly inadequate to coun-
terbalance the degrading and demoralizing tendency of
those hours, those employments, those amusements, and
those associations, into which the parental eye never fol-
lows him, and in which he feels the guiding and restrain-
ing power of no guardian, no frendly hand. Let your
iufluence upon him, then, be unceasing, universal—let him
feel it to be, not the hand of an enemy, withering the joys
of youth, but the sweet presence of Virtue, of Parental
Love, casting health into every fountain, and breathing
fragrance through all the paths of life. Thus contral
every seene of interest to him, every employment, every
friendship of his; and be sure that the great, and, above
all, the constant impulses, which his mind receives, are
impulses to virtue and piety. ; 3

4. In giving religious instructions bring your own mind
into the most intimate and familiar intercourse with the mind
of your litdde pupil. Be to him not so much a teacher, 8
lecturer, as an older and more intelligent, yet easy and
communicative companion. All eduocation, even to _the
very last stages of it, is but the intercourse of one mind
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There is a prevalent impression, that children a1
{o oll instruction on religious subjects. This, to 1
which seems to be implied, is untrue. They art
averse to that well-meant, but str .
tion, which attempts to interest their minds in dry, abstrac
speculations ; to store their memories with general |

les and doctrines, or with facts, which take no hold of the
jeart. But they may be greatly interested in that instruc-
tion, which, adapting itself to their capacities, brings be-
fore them such objects of thought and affection only as
they can cumpruheml and :\lnpruriulu-. Of such objects
the Christian religion presents an almost endless variety.
The Bible is an inexhaustible source of familiar incidents
and touching moral stories. And there is scarcely a truth
or precept of Revelation, to which a palpable and attractive
form may not be given, that will be found to create, even
in very young children, an insaliable curiosity for religious
knowledge. '
Lay it down asa first prineiple, in all your instructions,
that you must be understood. The habit of taking words
for things—of admitting propositions to the mind, which
distinetly convey no truth, and, of course, take no hold of
the mind, is one of the worst of all habits. 1t not only
fails to exercise and invigorate the understanding; but it
also tends to stupify the intellectual faculties, and to de-
stroy their tone. Itis this, more than almost any thing
else, that leads to the fatal habit of hearing and reading
the Bible, and listening to all relizious instraction, keith

v inind
relv injual
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cadly an
Who,

50 little true coneeption of Divine truth, and so 4,
apathy to the condition and interests of the soul,
f]"ii'?‘.‘]l:.ts reflected upon himself, or looked round upon a
Christian congregation, u.zllu'r_mi, for their solemn worship
about the altar of God, to which cling so many bright, en:
dearing, awful associations, has not thought with astonish-
ment, what beautiful, what sublime, what amazing truths,
every Sabbath, enter our ears, in the burning words of
_[1 I'l_l"-l!i"ﬂ. with searcely more effect upon the heart, the
imagination, or the intellect, than if we had been deaf from
our birth 7 Who must not regret, that words should ever
have become, to him, so uunaturally divorced from things?
What Christian would not look with ardent anticipation
for a period, when the language of the Bible should carry
home the thoughts, the high conceptions, the momentous
truths, of the Bible, to every understanding? O, whata
different being would short-sighted, undiscerning man, then
appear to himsell | What new visions, what new prospects,
would open upon him! What new feelings would move
him! Aud who shall say how much may be done to pro-
duce such a revolution in the world, by training the youth-
ful mind to an habitual association of the signs of thought
with thoughts themselves ?

Iu tuis attempt, it is not enough for you to tell a child,
for example, that “ God ma€e all things.” The truth in-
tended to be taught is not communicated. No reply moy
bemade; but you certainly are not understood. The child
things every day, which he knows to have been made
by men. You must explain in what sense God makes all
things. And you would be generally surprised to find how
casy it is, by a simple process of reasoning, of which &
child is abundantly capable, to lead his mind up to fhe full
understanding of the proposition, which ascribes the ere-
ation of all things to God. It is not enough to say to s
child, “ God gives you every thing.” You should show
hiim, in a familiar way, hotw God gives him food, and clothes,
and other things. He knows, perhaps, the person who
makes bis clothes. But he can be carried up, step by step,
to God as the real giver of them. He can be made to un-
derstand that clothes are made of cloth; that cloth is
made of wool; that wool grows on sheep; that sheep live
on the produce of the field; that this is made to grow by

BCes
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the rain and the sun ; and that God mukes the rain to fall,
and the sun to shine. In a similar way very young chil-
dren may be taught the agency, the goodness, and the love
of God; and led, by suitable pains, to associate, far more
than we are wont to suppose, the idea of God with every
thing they see or enmjoy. And, by carefully consulting
their c:\p;n'i{'\'—!l)' adapting instruction to take hold of
their minds, be assured, Christian parent, that you may
snceeed in bringing them forward with a rapidity and an
eagerness of inguiry, in the knowledge of religious truth,
which you have nct probably anticipated.

5. Be judicious and unwearied in the use of motives. On
this subject you can hardly be too solicitous. The skilful
use of motives is one of the ]uim-ipul secrets of Christian
Jiducation, the hinge on which your success will be found
chiefly to turn, Keep always in mind the nature of the
little being you wish to act upon. Look npon him as pos-
sessing all the elements of a man—as a man in miniatur
Remember that he is, even now, as truly, if not equs
rational, as truly sensible to moral considerations, to ri
and wrong, to r!ll'.}‘, and to interest—as I'r‘--“_‘.' susce H
of grateful, benevolent, humble, honourable sentimeunts,
within the narrow .\ja}u‘r‘n‘. in wh 5y A8 he wil
be filty years hence. Prepare to influence him, then, just
as you prepare to influence a man—a child grown up
Possess yourself {ully of his character; his turn of mind
the avenues to his heart; the objeets which oceupy his
thoughts, and engage Lis {eelings ; Lis vieavs of lile in h
petty world—all his habits—all his peculiarities.
understanding the being upon whom you have to ac
the scenes, interests, and objeets, which make up {

i istence, [‘rm‘m.d with him as

h he exis

cumstances of his e
men—hold up life to him—the life of a child—in all its
views. Touch this part of the picture with an attrac
lustre ; and darken that with a repulsive shade. Spare no
pains to keep right views of things constantly bajere hi
and to give right feelings the habitual predominance in
mind. The more effectually to secure the pred
of right feelings, suffer no opportunity of carry
feelings into action to pass unimproved. There is a satis-
faction attending the consciousness of having acted from
such feelings, which, as it constitutes one of the riche

m,
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earthly rewards of virtue, so it becomes one of its surest
supports. On the other hand, fail not, if possible, to pre-
vent every wicked or undesirable feeling from terminating
in deed or word.

In the use of motives be patient and persevering ; and
he sure that you employ them in their proper order. Ne-
ver resort to bodily pain-as a motive, till all the higher
and nobler motives have failed to effect vour purpose,
Appeal first to the approbation of God, to the sense of du-
ty, to the generous feelings— gratitude, love, kindness—
and to the happiness of virtue and the miseries of vice. In
the last resort, and then only, bave recourse to punishments,
In case of necessity, scruple not to use them, to use them
till your purpose is effected. When a choice of motives
is left to you, select the purest, the highest; but, in no case,
as you value the character and happiness of your offspring,
in no case suffer your purpose to be frustrated by a pitiful
weakness, that would spare your child a momentary pang,
at the expense of lasting injury, or it may be, of final
ruin.  If wmen cannot always be governed without the aid
of prisons and fetters; if all the appeals of God to our
reason and conscience and interest so often prove ineffect-
ual to restrain us from the way of the transgressor, till He
“put forth His hand, and touch our bone and our Mesh ;»
you cannot doubt that there may be “foolishness bound
up in the heart of a “child,” which the “rod of correc-
tion™ alone is nble to drive far from him.

6. Pray for your children, that God would guide them
‘“in the way they should go.” You kuow there is no
hope for them, unless He shall be pleased to breathe the
Holy Spirit into their minds. You cannot rely on all the
meaus of education, which men or angels might employ,
if that Almighty Power, which created the souls of your
children, benotentreated to new-create them. Plead, then,
with God. Appeal to the compassion of Jesus, who loved
little children, and “took them in his arms, and blessed
them, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.”
O! if the voice of prayer ever ascends from this guilty globe
into the ear of Infinite Love, it must be the prayer—the
moriing, the woon-day, and the midnight prayer—the
* agonizing prayer”—of a Christian mother for the child of
her bosor
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social intercourse, your domestic habits, your pursuits—
every feature and every motion in which your heart and
characler are seen—can you doubt that all these are an in
telligible and powerful language to your children ? Think
how they have clung to you, and hung upon your lips, as
you have told them of other examples, of Cain, of Joseph,
of Moses, or of Jesus; and how lll:cirl_)' the llf.‘\.‘_iﬂ'li.\" which
guch examples teach, have been graven upon their minds,
Then ask yoursell what must be the power of this lau-
quage of nature, in the example of a Father or a Mother—
not merely read or heard of; but seen and felt—not only
vceasionally, or accidentally ; bul daily and hebitually. >
Whatever other means of Christian Education, then,
may be out of your power, be sure, my friend, that you
et not the influence of a Christian example. For
you cannot, in this case, be guilty of neglect merely. Your
example will teach your children—will either train them
up in the way they should go, the way of the just, which
* shineth more and more, to perfect day;” or  the way
of evil men,” which * leadeth down to the chambers of
death,” Console not yoursell with the idea that you
faithfully reason with your children, remonstrate against
their improper conduct, and, with all your power, endea-
vour to persuade them to a pious course.  “Says your life
the same?” Were the language of your own example to
be turned into speech, would there be found in it no mis-
chievous, no ruinous advice, no cloguence of cnticement
into the paths of destruction ¢ Q! could those inconsistent,
ungodly parents, who seem so willing, nay, sometimes, so
auxious, that their dear children should be brought up in
the nurtore and admonition of the Lord, could they but
read the lessons, which their owa lives have inculeated
upon those children, with an eloquence beyond the power
of the tongue to utter, methinks, il they Lave no merey
on themselves, they might yet, out of compassion to their
offspring, be constrzined to set them an irreproachzble
Christiun example,
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conrage that we have a High Priest who is tonched with
the feeling of our infirmities, and who is able to prevent the
influenceof unhallowed miscarr s on the minds and hearts
of our little ones. I t + & prevailine t]‘_"\l[l" and a
settled purpose avor 1 k before our illrII'H_'- with
a perfect heart, may 1 the humble hope that
our accidental mistukes, or occasional deviations from the
path of duty, shall | soparate his m rey from us and our
l'hijd'u n

“ Many have been the times that,
to bed, 1 have shed hi:tr‘:
miscarriages and mistukes of the .i;'\.-‘ 1

feel that 1 am not fai [ as I should be, to i]:l[‘i'u\-'f- op-
portunities of deing good in my lamily, und of recommend-
ing religion i members, especiilly the children. |
think we should make it ubject of prayer every morning,
that we n i led ith wisdom, every op-
portunity of doing good that m iy offer through the day.”
* Oh my God, ti knowest the ear-
almost heart-break lesires I feel for
Y cluldren ! 'W hat shall I do 11!11’ this
11 I.z'|'1-|._ teacl
Especially make me se upulously
exampie. Oh God! do I nat

n me w t | requirest

tion above ull ot r portions 1
And w I have desired? O hasten,

hasten the timn [ their union, by a living faith, 1o the Lord
Jesus Christ 1

March 14th, 1819, kingdom of God isasif a
; Vcast seed ; e ground, and should sleep, and
eod should sprine and prow up,

» knoweth not how.  For the earth bringeth forth feuit of
hersell: first the bl s then the ear, after that the full corn
in 1l sure word for encourazement.
asts his sped into the bosom of the

tation of the harvest, ”r-yh:ll!".

| I ! T weeds which

and ﬂ':\-'i_\ he does nat

labor i L bt he ki - of Gad, or his word n

the | Seuson we may expect 1o reap if

ol _,l-:r.'..f i
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

'AYER FOR YOUNG PERSBONS.

| of thy blood-bou
ne stony heart to v
ind have eyes t«

1 nl ¥
-and look or

» minds of all our
toree ol red truth
While the gospel-call they hear,
ear

May thev learn to love and

yow them what their ways have been ;

St
!

Show them the desert of sin ;
Then thy dying love reveal ;
*I*his shall melt the heart of steel.
Where thou hast thy work begun
(iive new strength the race to run
-atter darkness, clouds, and fears;

Wipe away the mourner's tears.
Bless us all, both old and young
Call forth praise from every tongue ;
[t the whole assembly prove

All lI._\' power, and all '.]1:.' love

Orders for publics
addressed 1o

ssau-sireet, New-
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