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THE EARNEST LABORER;

MYRTLE PLANTATION.

CHAPTER L
CHILDHOOD'S HOME.

TuE father of George Freeman was a
farmegliving in a town on the banks
of the Connecticut river. He was not
rich, néither did he JmowW the

He was content to e

1 honest indy
mon Freeman Was more than ¢
and an industrious man. He was sincerely
and earnestly pions. The nu-(n 5¢ ui] r
had aseended morn
his family altar fr

came the head of a f: "‘ . His exactness

in the perforr 26 of duty was pro-
verbial among his ne ‘.‘_’)iirn]'?. )
business nor unusual weariness,
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the presence ( religious friends
Or strangers, caused its omission,

Mr. Freeman was equally exact in his
attendance upon the public service of God’s
house, and the regular social worship of
the Chureh with which he was connected.
The faithfulness of Mr. Freeman’s I
formance of the duty of secret prayer could
beknown only by the general ¢ nsistency of
his Christiz laracter. But ther@was one
fact of his history which tvas noticed and
remembered by his children. He always
quietly retired, affer his middaysmeal,
to his chamber for a short timde " This
practice was urfifgian. and carried through
a long life, so tHE P Mmade o deep impres
sion upon the minds of his family. They
did not need to be"told. thiit he had retired
from the confusion of worldly care to gpend
a few moments in communion with' God,

The piety of Mr. Free Ian was ever

cheerful, aided it may be in this respect by
4 naturally hopeful disposition. But he

seldom forgot what became the man of
God amid the pleasures of social inte

c¢ourse,
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: need not say more in this place
man than that she was a Christ
woman, worthy of her excellent husba
Her character may be judged by the chil-
dren whom ghe gave to the ( Tharch,
George, whose history in part we propose
to sketeh, was the oldest ehild.  Five other
children made a family which taxed, for
its support, the industr) d good manage-
ment of the parents. George had lived to
be nearly sixteen years of age before any-
thing had ocenrred in his history of marked
intere His time had been divided from
his twelfth year between labor on the farm
and the brief school privileges of the sum-
mer and winter. He had now begun to
manifest a decided ambition in the pursuit
f knowledge. His gchool books for the
preceding season had not been laid s
at the close of the winter scho
were taken up during EPATE MOImE s
throngh the summer, .nu‘ when the winter

school eommenced again he as Ynl ish uI his

teacher and schoolmates

cy. His ambition was muy quick

by the commendation which he re
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and before midwinter he had, in his own

mind, fo 1 large plans for future study,

Infact, their clination to become g student,
which he had for some time been cul-
tivating, now took a definite form, The
future to George Freeman was full of in-
Spiring interest, as he bent over his book
at the early morning and late evening
hours,
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CHAPTER II.
A GREAT CHANGE.

It was a clear cold day in the winter of
which we were speaking that Mr. Parsons,
Mr. Freeman's pastor, called at his re
denc It was apparent to Mr. Freeman
and to his wife that their minister had
some special communieation to make to
them; and, as there was perfect freedom
between the pastor and this family of his
flock, he was not long in ms ing known
his errand.

“I perceive,” he remarked, “ that George

has become quite ambitious in his studies
of late,”

“Yes,” replied Mr, Freeman ; “ the leis-
ure of the summer has been given to his

books.”

d Mr. Parsons with some ani-
mation, “that explains what I learned
from his teacher this morning. He says

he has made astonishi advancement
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since last winter, I have strong hopes of

Your son’s future usefulness ”
“I gave him to God at his bi th,” sud-
denly interposed My Freeman ; and she

added dec idedly, orge will be a min-
ister of the
“ But he is not Ppious,” said Mr, P, ons
seriously,
“I know it,” replied the mothep, but
Mr. Freeman and T haye yed for his eon.
ion every morning at a staed honr
gince G ve him to us, and he is about
to answer our prayers,”
Mr. Parsons’s countenance brighte
at this une Xpected expression of confidence
in the revival of the work of God,
interview cloged wit
turned home to fi 1 tion for
the Sabbath with an inereased faith in the
divine aid,
The winter wore g
term cloged, f George in
his studies yas unabated, but he was now
much more ¢ ed in the work of the
'gements had been made for

him to attend an academy in a neighhor.
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father

town. The sacrifice that

his assist-

would make in dispensing w
z the summer George well un-
]

ar
derstood and deeply felt. He was keenly
alive to the welfare of othe

therefore much easier

s, and it was

favors than to receive them.
of not only leaving hi

alone the farm work of the summer, but

her to y

of being an expense to him for board,

books, and tuition,

very unpl

Having been early taught self-reli

began to devi

¢ pressing upon him of a large

in addition to his pastor

mueh study a thought sudde

mind. “I have it,” he exclaimed

upon his
earnestly to himself; “I'll have the ar-

rangement made this very ni

That evening found Geo: con
ation with a

years older th

r playn
1 himself, who lived about

ather’s house. He had

from his

been one year in college, but proposed,
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on account of ill health, to end a year
at home. He had no objections that
George should begin the study of Latin
and Greek under 1 nstruetion. It would
keep the rules in his own mind, and
help to pass away time which wag likely to
hang heavily on his hands, The arrang
ment was made, and needed only the ap-
proval of George’s parents. This, it may
be supposed, he res ily obtained. This
Ge s first effort in sel denying la-
bor, and it proved of great advanta, e to
n. It was the 8] of much future
usefulness.  Withont mterrupting any
necessary attention to his studies, he was

able to render his father valuable assistance
every day

But r benefit arose from this step
than conld have been anticipated by either
the parents or the son, The Church had
become much quickened by the Holy
Ghost; the confessions of God’s people

en they met together became more full
and earnest, and their prayers more def-
inite and believing, The Spirit strove with
George, and e be une a professed nquir-
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salvation. When the
sured fo

er after personal
peace
gan to |

siveness of sin be-

evealed to his mind, the true

purpose and end of life appeared as it had
never done before. Scholarship, and dis
tinction as a teacher, had been the end of

his ambition. Life now seemed made for
a nobler purpose. He felt that he ougl
to glorify God in his life, And this di

not appear as a cold rlnt_\. but a high priv-
ilege, for w 1 Warm

He studied with

ity of feeling
ed ardor and v

congen

ing 1 much more sat-

isfactiony

The incense of prayer from the family
altar of Solomon Freeman arose with more
than usnal thanksgiving and praise. It
had a meaning to George which he
had not before understood. He wondered
that it had been to him so much of a form.,
He could now in some measure understand
why his father had so ed
it, and he devoutly thanked God for such
parents and such a home, and inwardly
resolved that its principles should be the
guide of his life,

idly maintai
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CHAPTER IIL
BREGINNING WELL,

THE obligation to be a Christian which
George was now trying to meet he had
early felt. When he w: only eight years
of age the Spirit strove in a s pecial manner
with him. He then saw cle arly that he
Was a sin and at one time, under the
influence of this conviction, he went into
the field of new made hay, and behind one
of the hay , away from thg sight of
men, he kneeled down and prayed God to
forgive his sins. The Saviour, who is never
afar off when the penitent heart cries un-
to him, even then appeared with the com-
forts of his presence; and now that these
feelings had been revived, he felt as he
could not, or eertainly as he did not feel
in childhood, the importance of cultivating
them by all the means which God had pro-
vided for a growth in grace. Happily
George had been trained to give at least a
‘ormal attention to re ligious duties. More
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than a formal attention he could not
while his heart remained unchanged
he could engage in them with a devotion-
al feeling. They were no longer mere du-
ties, but precious privileges.

» had a spiritual guide in his Sg

in his pastor and his parents.

“We have work for you,” remarked Mr.
Ela to George, in his quiet way, at the
close of a Sabbath-school session. * Young
men who have been so long receiving in
struction should begin to impart some of
their knowledge.”

“Why, Mr. Ela,” replied George, <1
have only just begun to learn.”

Mr. Ela smiled at this remark, but with-

-out regarding it, said, * Several children
have been added to the school to-day,

There they are continued, pointing

to five very uninvit g lads who

occupied a settee in one corner of the
room. “They were never in a Sunday-
school before, They have been added to
the sehool by the solicitations of two faith-
ful ladies, and now it is your part to teach
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them. God requires young Christians to
work in his vine;
on your gervices next Sabhs

ard. I shall depend up-
th.”
iar and kind
manner, but in a tone of serious earnest-
ness which forbade refusal. Mr. Ela
walked away, and left George in severe
conflict of mind. It seemed to him that
his teacher had never explained the word
of God as he had done that d The in-
terest he felt in learning its truth was un-
like the interest he had felt in books of
and
e satisfactory interest. He felt that
this profit of learning would be logt if ha
became a teacher. But in this he found
himself mistaken., The study to which he
was prompted in order to teach wonder-
fully quickened his own mind. Besides,
God directly blessed hi
that after a few Sabbaths’ teaching he was
convinced that he was in the best way of
obtaining religious know ledge.

But the intelligence and piety of Mr.
Ela goon provided another means by which

This was said in a fami

amusement only; it was a deeper
moj

wbor of love, so

George’s position as a teacher was made
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one of still greater religions improvement.
He had long seen the necessify of a better
preparation of the teacl
and as the even
and the people less busy with the work

org for their work ;

gs were becoming longer,

of Mu farms, he proposed to form a “ teach
meet on Wednesday eveni

'«)\»

at his reside
ing the lessons to be taught the following
Sabbath. To this the teachers readily
1 choge Mr. Ela their instrnet
1 of thec

le dictionaries

e, for the purpose of &

became a k
The maps and
r freely nsed, made the
lessons deepl The disev

w out of the Il“"llh Impress

which its tea

v interesti sion

which g

them upon his mind. His Sabbath schol-
ved great benefit from these
, in the
ch

ars too de

Wednesday evening meeting
preparation it afforded him to te
them, Their teacher’s stimulated inter-
est increased their attachment to the
school.

¢ John,” remarked one of his scholars
the class were retiring, “ my father thought
that Gec

as

Freeman was too young to
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teach us boys; but I think he knows as
much as a minister,”

“8o do I,” was the quick reply. % And
I mean to get a lot of boys to join our
class, for I Lnu“ they’'I? like it. ~There’s
Henry Jones

¢’s not been to Sunday-
school this lox ig time.  He left because he
said hig teacher did not know, half the
time, where the lesson was. T guess that
our teacher can tell where the lesson is and

what it means too.

George'’s interest was ir
evident improvement of his scholars, and
both teacher and class became busy in
adding to its members They obtained
several from the too often large list of
“lost scholars,” and a few from the © high-
ways and hedges.

ased by the

Buch were some of the frui

s of & good

z in the Christian life.
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CHAPTER 1IvV.

OOLLEGE

A LITT]
relieved by some }

Eover two years of severe study,
d but healthy work

upon the farm, had given George, in the
estimation of his teachers, a fair prepara-
tion for college. The last eix months had
been spent in a neighboring academy,
ar.

where his character and scholarship had

won for him the esteem of all. The ar-

rangements for commencing a coll
were nearly completed. The son, quite
as much as the father, was in constant

ge life

study to makethe expenses
ble. The means of Solom

it a8 posgi-
Freeman
were small, but his desire to haye
fitted for the most extengive usefulness
was that of a truly pious man. Yet if
George had not learned to economize this
small means his edueation eould not have

been secured.
“You intend to board yourself, I think
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remarked Mr. Fre

an the evening before

George’s departure.
“Ye
uncommon with poor students.”
“ And,” added his father,
will need to obtain a room

replied George. “That is not

smiling, “ you

ate as poor

as yourself to make his society pleasant.”
*That will not be difficult,” said George,
“and such a one will not be likely to
be a d in his studies. We shall be
d to live plainly and study hard.”
“Your mother,” continued Mr. Free
“ has, I'am sure, made the best use

nand
for your clothing outfit and for the farnish-
i f your room.”

“Of that I am sure too,” thought
how busy she had
or weeks past,
f furniture, which

possible of the materials we can con

collecti

George, T

been, both nij
A fe

¢he could but poorly

w plain article

vare, had been var-
nished, and made to look as well as possi-
ble. His trunk had been quietly an
thoughtfully packed. A mother’s ble

upon her departing son was breathed in

her every act. While George’s thoughts
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were thus wazc
er, Mr. Freeman

ing away upon hig moth-
ad been gilent. £

thoughts too were busy. “I have one

thing to enjoin upon yon, George,” he

suddenly exclaimed, starting up.
“ What is that, father ¢’

“ Let not the necessi

of poverty cause
you to injure, by over study or labor, your
health.”

A timely warning, wh
understood in after years,

Two years of college life were sufficient
to test severely his power of gnduring

ich George better

and ri

constant exertic
taught school during t
and spent the summer vacation in work

id economy. He
winter months,

upon the farm. iz tuition at college had
been paid by an uncle whose name he bore

and whose means were ample. When,
theref he re
unele saying, under the convenient plea of
d times,” 2]‘111 he could not continue

:d a note from this

s ;nrlvlv.\it}' was great.

Une
and
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After
resolved to emt
opportunity t
: ;

much thought and prayer; George

the fi favorable

a year or two in

ch an oppc
It was an application, through
a student of the extreme South-west, for a
fi ly in that section.

“T regret,” wrote hig fathe

tunity was soon

, in answer
rence to his
sible for

to a letter asking advice

plans, “that T cannot make it p
you to remain in college until you grad-
iate. The aid that your unele has with
drawn i just the amount more than we
ur mother and 1
nt to
your proposed engagement to teach at the
South for a

can honestly provide;

€ our con

therefore I'L-Mlvl.ml].\' s

ar or two. The money for
your outfit and journ

y may be safely bor-
rowed on the guarantee of your salary.
We trust that God’s good providence is in
this unexpected er arprise, and that it will
I be for the bes This last expression,
it will all be for the best,” was frequent-
ly u e’s parents. “What a
conquest,” he exclaimed as he laid down
the letter, “ have my dear parents achieved

ed by Geor
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over their feelings, to enable them to say,

in this case, ‘ It’s all for the best.” I know

well how great a gacrifice to them this
separation will be.”

George hastened home to get ready for
his departure. There were kind words
spoken, and careful preparations made by
busy hasnds snd loying hearts doring
those few never forgotten days ; and then,

s and te the much-loved

amid praye
son and brother took hid leave of a home
to whose influence he owed a manly and

Christian  fitness for a home smong
2-“'11“;,’('1'5.
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UHAPTER V.

MYRTLE HILL PLANTATION,

THE arrival of the new teacher on Myr-
tle Hill plantation in the far South was
a marked oc
and wi
to teach.

“I know he’s a mighty fine man,” re-
marked Aunt Ann, the cook, who had
Jjust passed hi tis supper into thedinin
A little knot of servants have
about her to learn her firg
of the stranger.

on, both with the servants,

h the children whom Ge

26 wWas

~room.

rathered
t imp:

Aunt Ann was an oracle of wisdom with
her friends,

ially in her opinions of
“white fol

When, therefore, she de-

clared that George was “mi ghty fine,” it

became a key-note to the remarks of the
whole kitchen company.

“Reckons,” gaid Jordan, who lay
stretched npon a long bench, quite to tln-
annoyance of the cook, “reckons mass
children have a smart chance to larn dis
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time; only jest they is so shoe

Mass

, send de young massas

they never ‘1 roves no privileg
r, nuff’

into de cotton field and let dis boy ¢

pleasantry
ressed
\\nuh was mulu] by whu decided tone

" Aunt Ann, who ;4;»111- “Jordan aint
it Yellow J

n-vl»-». ¥ ! I 1 have de new

teacher's sarvices, and I reckons dare’ll be

somethin’ done

The appearance of Aunt Maria, the
stewardess, gave a sudden chec ) the
talk. Maria wasthe mother of Yellow Jim.
of whom we ghall learn more by and by.

Maria was about equally re
her position from her fellow-slave
mistress. She moved with the ¢
one having authority among the former,
but suffered much from th
of the latter,

Maria gave the chambermaid orders
ning the teacher’s room withont

wved in

and the

tity of

arbitrary will

e

conee

offering any remarks concerning him.
Sut Aunt Aun ventured to say, when Ma-
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hot

the teacher.”

ria had returned to t >, that she
ecial pleased wi

> those in and about the mansion

was 8

Whi
of Myrtle Hill were indul
serutiny of the new teacher, his own feel-
ings were both new and strange. In the
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers
he had been intensely wlu« sted. Theride

ing in a eurious

sail dowr

he landing, about

\]‘V less so, And
2 he began to realize
situation, and that
he was indeed *away from home.” The

on horseback

twenty miles, ws
now for the first t
the peculiarities of

plantation had 'H-'rl made by “a clearing »

in a vast forest, by which it was sur-

16 1 I!l«wl\ of the owner was
approsched through fi

rounded.

now white with
cotton. He had seen large numbers of

slaves in the fields ;—slaves had met him

at the mansion to usher him in, a slave
had waited upon him at the
slave had directed him to
room. Hi
his wife, had
come; and th

ble, and a

sleeping-
employer, Mr. Craig, and
iven him a formal wel-
children, consisting of

three boys and two girls, though embar-
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d,

ality.

TasEE

1 expressed & more decided

sord
cord

“Here then I am,” George ret d
to himself when quietly seated his

own room, “surrounded by snow white

fields of cotton, by negro slaves, and by

favored and perhaps gpoiled children of
slave masters. I am at present at home
in duty, and must try, at least, to be so
in feeling.”

George did not fa

though weary, to
seek before retiriz

, by fervent prayer, a
blessing upon his new field of labor,

The next morning Mr. Craig and his

and there was
a mutual good feeling manifested.
“What 5t
our sunny South 7 was tl
rassing question of M

family were more at ea

r ms of
ther embar-

Craig.

‘I have seen,” replied Greo
little of society }

“but
, and can’of eourse
form no opinion of it; but if your people

€

are as excellent as your rivers are noble
and as your fore

are grand, and if T

shall enjoy the society a8 much as I have

the beanties of nature since I left the land-
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ing, I ghall esteem it a privilege to be
here,”

“All in good keepi
Mr. Craig in a deeid

sir,” interposed

manner, * Our

and our society

t in the world.”
it George, to except
but he ventured

g me, thoug
my own New Eng

no reply, only querying whether M,
Craig could be in ear
“You'll find my boy Craig,

rathe
ad r
down,

ruptly changing the convi
ues; but yon must tame them

ation,

they have played enough, and
must study this year.”
looked confused at this unex-

pected introduetion ; but without noticing
this, Mr. Cr

to the girls and

gues, they are
than the boys, I do believe,”

It was evident to Geeorge that Mr. Crai
was an indulgent father, fond of
smart butunimeaning thin

ying
ohis children.

lars and 1,” he replied, “ will

be good friends I am sure.”

“I dare say,” remarked Mr. Craig,
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evidently pleased with tl teacher’s

spirit and reply, “And I thinl
added, “you’ll find our children good

she

children.”

When the breakfast was finished Mr.
arked in his di
friend at the college wrote that he had

Craig re

ot way, “my

ious teacher ; I suppose you have

been used to family prayers. I have no
oy yer in the moming.”

been

It was not often that prayer had

¥, but it was received

ly the servants, with evident

respect. Every person in and about the

hat

n reverently kneeled, a pr

afterward learned was, on su

tomary throughont that section

yuntry.

“Didn’t I tell you he was the right
sort,” said Aunt Ann in a trinmphant
told

spirit, when Fielding, the t

her of the strang o8,
continned Aunt Ann, “Massa won't
swear fore as ever Mr. Freeman gets out

oceurrence,

of hearin’

“Do you know, Ann, why 7 like Mr.
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Freeman #* inquired Yellow Jim, with a
i id intelligent flash of his eye.

“Why,” answered Ann archly, “¢’posa
it’s cause ye cotched my *pinion of him.”

said Jim, “it’s because he's got

the right name.”
“Hi, now yon Jim!” said Ann, “you

are allers talkin’ like o’ that.”
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THE FOREST SCHOOL.

HE Monday following George’s arrival
at Myrtle Hill hi

MEnee

labors in teaching<com-

d. A few rods from the dwelling
and just within the

| forest, stood the s

house ade of t

ool-house, It was
gitnated on a 1l of
foot of which, and a little fur
the trees, was a sm

rentle

and ever running
stream. The school-house was built of
log

8 answered instead

Openings between the logs on two

€ windows.
Planed boards placed lengthwise, and in a

nting these

A large and

an excellent

ormed the d

openings,

crudely made firep
substitute for the New
Rough geats for the schol
and chair for the teacher, completed the

i for the forest school-house.

snee of

1 the constant p:
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of the large gray squirrel, and the occa-
sional sound of the quick jump of the

timid rabbit, dered it a delightful

t scholar, was seventeen
Edwin about fifteen ; May
; Angelin,
familiarly callec
or 4J

r “ Gelia” as she was

ght; and Frank,
nkie,” just old enou

to be en-

tertained rather than tanght in school.
not quite fonr, With these the
was expected to spend seven

He wi

teacher

hours daily of

diligent labor, Tt w.
not difficult for him to find empl.
ment

moment of t time,

1 of each scholar was reci

The ¢

aily order of tl
1ed both by te

gchool w.
and scholars ; but

8 goon

the dispositions, and the proper manage-
ment of the 1

rained, and the

ted,
A glance at each scholar will
in & deg the diffienlt task
hich devolved upon the young teache

to be enltiy.

‘e not soon

James was quiet, generally teschable,
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slow to learn, and sometimes exceedingly

able, often

Nerous, exei

htest provoeation, but
I frank in the acknowl-
He learned with
it ease and rapidity when he gave at-

tention to his hooks. This

8001l APPes
I appes

edgment of his err

wt often. It was a source of v
E

rlance at them, v

dwin, by an oceasional

quiky

citation as he was after

ames

ready for a

gent appli

May possessed many of the aspirations

of the young lady with
the

iplicity of

rl. Qelin ws

morning

woods
Little
all,

and the merry

annoyance to the study hours,
lay time

nts of this

“How shall T meet the w

little group minds

mused

George soon after se of a

Brnoon

seasion in whiél

d exhausted his pow

ers of body and mind. A train of discour-
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r upon him,

aging thoughts were pressi
was happily interrupted.
e Frankie, came shouting

when his reverie
His scholars
up the sehool-house hill, and rushed into

the school-room.
“Ho! Mr. Fr

for breath. Edwin was

eman,” exclaimed Ed-

win, pantin,

when the

chief speak roup had any

request to urge upon the teacher. * Do,
Mr. Freeman, please play with ns. We

want somethingy new.” He emphasized

the last word in a manner which showed
how monotonous their round of amuse-
ments had become

“O do!” ad
heard that the

have a heap of plays.”

“for T have

and  children

“They have many pla) answered
George quietly, * but not many more than
even here on the plantation, nor

nt.”

you do.

very diff
The children looked disappointe
“Well now, Mr. Freeman,” persisted

May, “you can make a pls
“0O yes,” chimed in Gelia, “‘feachers
can do a heap of thinge.”
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Now, the

the heads and hearts of

dldren of

which I have not thought. I wonder

I have not. If I can sue 7 direct

heitr plays T can bet

I will He pacified the impatience of

his sc ars, and promised to direct t}
he close of the next «

amusements at t
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CHAPTER VIL
THE PLAY-GROUND.
Tr
had a i
mounds, sharp r

grounds around the s I-house

of surfac

e: abrapt
between

were pleasant rivalets, and, oce

openings of level surface free from trees,

z in aid of the plan

George had conee

ed for the
amnsement of his pupils, The

were no
s or small,

1y pressed elosely upon

the steps of George as he led them

mna
1z our
‘Now do please tell us what the play

id Gelia hu

walk of exan n, about th

is to be,”

dly. “I want

a real run,
“You ought to bhe
much 1

med to be so
e & boy,” said May shs rply.

* Here,” gaid the
quiet por
and seve

2acher, coming to a

of water about two rods wide

times as lo “here we

how much
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of the map of the world we car out
in the grounds around jt.”
“0 is that it]” exclaimed Ge in a

live
Ja

the suggestion. Edwin ' looked coldly
upon the scheme. Tt seemed to him too
much like study, He t 1 Gelias

‘real run

I think,” re ked George, “ that,

by damming up the brook which runs

from the pond, and thus flowin

just beyond, we shall extend

it length. But

many times its y

we do that

must make some

s of earth, which shall be o

water surrounds them,

scholars zan to cateh the idea,

nuch

and to enter the plan with

epirit. George examined the grounds

and taxed his inger

carefull;

into such a form tl

ination, of whieh th
hit
ll.\"'.'\'vr?"';:~1rh res, an e wate
Atlantic O

of some im

children had much, it

sent the interveni
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tak-

some

islands scattered her

ing advantage of the ng surface

distance up the brook which fed the I

streams could, le

run into it in severs

The plan

and work

Was ur

d out for the

I) included
rs, islands, lak
::ml mountains. - The school
were studied for the perfection of

1 ocean, conti-

bays and inlets,

ingement, and even Gelia became

a critic on the fitness of the several

pre-

sentations. Fr.

y quiet an officions
He floated his tiny boats down |
11

mana,
the
the rivers by jumping over them,

m,  &n

rought contempt upon

The fame of ti

through the plantatio
ffered their aid in com
»work.  Mr

observed its pre

us part

with 'i“"‘l

They were pleased because the chi
le h The mother

e th 1

were m

ler Was securing

the children with unfe




|

MYRTLE

(George was,
this influence t
improvement of the

1ok hours.

a condition of

study ther

made dil

gent

esence and aid during pl

ble extent ound

'lu'ﬂl'fﬂll‘ﬂ of
down the rivers to bear the products
ries to the oe

ips were built for the seas. Georg

A ap.

the island co

stions in this part of the play were in-

for his scholars had never

di

dispensal

seen a sail vessel. ( iage 1

» mountain sides

made along
the plains.

W

mugt have railroad

ous in
None of the children had s
they had read about them,
tures of them in their seho

“Well,” replied George, “ but there is

which you must do before you

n either, but

nd seen pic

one thin

make rai ind canals
“What is that 2" said

OR(




LABORER ;

“You must build churches and school-

houses.”
“What 1

Edwi

> they to do with it ?” said
1 rather sharply,

They have muel

to do with it,”" re-
plied George, *“ Religion and edueation
are the me

s of the improvements among
the people. Do heathen
railroads, tele

nations haye

aphs, and canals ¢

1 Ed

gan to see the matter more clear ly.

“I suppose not

n, who be- |

continued Geo

“neither do

r edneatic

they have true rel

ion 1

ow I see,” said Gelia, wi
All our teachers con
and Aunt Alice, who
spent last summer ther

anima

tion, “ how

from the n

said it was full
of churches and schiool-houses and rajl- |

We

r roads and gh

and such

must fill our map full of
school-houses.”

) Busy knives were immediately at work

to form mimie places of worship and learn-

pleasure in re

took

m 1o

1 recollection the little




cente

80 characteristic o

31 houge,
1, and placed them on

the .\‘14\» of im

pains to

s which

size an I beauty of

school-houses. If his

made the

religion and

eduncation

was becs

thonghts stantly upon

same time that

all people.
rvu].mu\ Gelia,
sented Chri

been dotted over

ground whiel

tions h

make a

look like ?

O I remember the picture in

it and see
m right;” and away she

I will go and ge
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; OR

under a tree with the book in her
hand.

t are these poles in the picture,

with strings alor

z the tops of them "
inquired Gelia of her feacher, holding up

the book

“Those ar telegraph poles, and the

, 88 you call them, are tel

and the children
nt ]
e” of the plantation took |

I
initerast st i |
much interest in them. Slaves on south-

Even “the pe

ern plantations are frequently calle

ite pe

people by the wi

ns. These slaves |
had many questions to ask concerning the
map, and Gelia was ever ready to show

her own kno

xdge for the gratification
juirers. On the Sahbath,
iy the leisure day of the
2 seen here and there

of her humble i

which was gensral

slav

1ps w
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ATION

g over the items of their 1
quired knowleds : P

ng warmly the praises of

But none watched
1 sement with go
as Yellow Jim, His q
but they plainly sho
tood what

s e

Freeman, [

you a question if you

Jim never addressed George

il
and he general

succeeded in avoiding
the negro langnage

“Well, Jim,” said Geore

your questior

“ Which part of the 1 1ap do you think
I like best 1

[

ell, Jim ; which is it 9

said Jim, with a quick,
sharp tone,
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CHAPTER VIIL

SUNDAY ON MYRTI HILL PLANTATION,

THoUGH Georee h

1 thus endeayored
to provide for the amusement of the chil-
dren of the plantation on the week-days,
much labor led to lead

wve their Sundays

svidently ne
them to enjoy and im

in a right manner, 1

} lant
1 plan
I

was
fifteen miles from the village, and that

was the

nearest place of stated Sabbat
The

day service on some of the plantati

the vicinity. Many, therefore, of the

Sabbaths were spent by George at home

with the

Sunday-s

1
prea

was oceasional weel

He greatly missed the

saching, yet

> srood box

1 he resorted to his quiet sehool-
room, and there

conversed through them

with holy things,

Py
.

religious th

it conld not malke up the lack

e
He occasionally strolled into the




7

impressive

ns concerning God to the eye

But George often exclaimed
Psalmist, “My soul
fainteth for the eourts of th

seth, y

The mere absence of his

privileges was not the only inconvenience

which George suffered on those Su idays

Thoug bor of the field ceased, live
ly and sometimes boisterons gounds were
heard around the quarters of the field

hands.  They re away the long and,

to them, often wearisome Sabbath by eat

g and lying down in listless repose, and

Ik.

wife

ix
in rude plays or rnder t
Mr. Cra

more refined means of enjoyment, W

and hi:

tired of social and of books, which

were mever intimate companions, they

resorted to a > in the earria

1 them o r
ildren, thus left to themselves
sought amusement with the tho
ness of youth. The guns and do

freely employed. The quiet

ally taking w

The other «

teache

place of resort was sometimes in
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vaded by their noisy mirth, though they
intended to be mindful of hig known feel-

ings in

erence to such interruptions,

Geor,
children info a be
holy day

for God’s
in what

an in

1t best begin his eff
gested the plan for th
improvement,

One -beautiful Sabbath morning Mr.
and Mrs. Oraig, accompanied by May,

desired

departed early to spend the day with a
friend.. The servants of the quarters wan
dered more freely than usual

James and E

nto the

fields and fore win took

their horses, guns, and dogs, to join the

young men of a neighboring plantation
in an attempt to start and capture a deer.
Frank resorted to the brook to

boat. Gelia being left without her play

ail his tiny

mates, was much at a loss to know what to
do. The teacher, with his books, sought
his school-room retreat, in which he spe

80 many pleasant hours. The time w

1th
e y that he for-
got both the slaves and the children.

1€

80 swiftly a
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burst into the school

enly G

room with one of her ea
tions : “Ho, Mr. Freeman, I don’t kno
what to do with myself! I can’t go any
1d there

wher § no one to play with

me. I w

1e. as a boy! TII ¥
you I’d ayune, the pony, and be
off after Jim and Ed pretty quick! Ihave
a gre: 1d to go anyhow! T reckon I
could ride Pic over a deer range in full

gallop as well as any of them.”
Gelia, and take bre
ou ean find a

“8Sit doy

said George quietly.
7 than that tospend the Sa
Besides,” he added pleasantly,

better v

to give a serions turn to Gel r
“you know Picaymme has been of late
considerably under my instruction, and
I don’t think he would be willin
take you to a deer hunt on the Sab
bath.”
O Mr. Freeman !” replied Geli
are so strict.  Why,
r May have

i and

and the
boys are having a splendid time Tl war-
rant, end what shall T do?”
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you no interesting

quired .George.

“None but the old ones I've read a

hundred times, ” said Gelia ; ““be

know we can’t read always,” she added

tone, it & to read ¢
and to read one book ‘a hundred t
Come, Gelia, we will take a ple t walk,
and I will tell you a story.”
 exclaimed Gelia, jump
ing up and pping her hands, * that’s
it, Mr. Freeman; let it be something
about the wars, or the Indians, or a lion
story 1™
Gelia seized her teacher’s hand, and as
they started off he began his story :
“ There was once a ship which lefs Ton
don with a valuable cargo, and several
]H‘Hl’l § RESSengers, d ]\l"\‘
ng to a distant country to trade.
For many weeks they sailed s fely with
fair winds and a cloudless sky. But when
they were approaching some islands of the
fic Ocean a severe storm came upon




ip, and she wa

* And

Th
broken,
left o 1 upon the

ried re.

“Olam
“that they are !

“Well, they were n it drowned,”
tinued her teacher, « but they re 5o0n
surrounded by the people of the island,
who were age 1y They robbed
the wreek of everything valuable, and

1 the unfortunate

approached the island, inter » send
a boat ashore to obtain water ; bhut their
1
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poor countrymen on the island had seen
them when they were a s and runn

to the shore, the ized all the canoes
were near, 5o that the savages could not
pursue them, and reached the ship in
safety, which immediately sailed away
to another and more friendly island.”

“And didn’t they when they got home

some big war ships and pay those
off well ¥ inquired Gelia with
spirit.

“They held meetings in London of
many thousands of people,” answered
George, “when such cruelties were made
known, and the consequence was they
did send ships to that island, end paid
those ignorant peopls off well.”

0O I thought = id I am real glad of
it; it was good enough for them. But
did they kill all the savages, Mr. Freeman,
the women and children too ¥

“Why,” George, “1 did not say
they killed any of them. 1 said they paid
them qff well. They did not send war

ehips, but missionary ships; and they did
I F €
not fight with them, hut tanght them how
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to e God and man.
missionaries suffered much f

yet the islande

and freely

treating the
“There, Mr. F

ously, feeling a little ashamed of

that is always ,

asked George.

*0 yes, Mr. Freeman.” replied Ge
“and T wish 7 wy e
a missionary, geeming to ome quite
thoughtful as the pieture of savage huts
turned into happy homes bewan to appe:
to her lively imag -

This story led to a ited conversation
between Gelia and he r teacher, which copn-
tinued until their return to the sehool
room. While they were loite ir
vicinity a sudden shr
from Fr 7 we have stated, had
been playing in the brook. He haqd




)RER ; OR,

> stream unti
entered a bas rom whic
1 the house s drawn

r 1 boat Frankie

fallen i 1y was in some danger of

wning. But hig teacher ved

enough to

3 boatman into a com
ition ; but the in
were made

ared & storm

know how

gs had sad
them was m
ters were dispe
each otl
unhappy

found utterance




were

full shar

the ground from sheer
servant who led them awa
yard gave ominous n
storm.  “Dis mi
" he;

\ruey

dign’t

Reckon \I s Jim and Ed wish

ber seen dis
Mr. and A
hour. Theyw
to receive with
tory of the
his room, while
of wind and le Wi
storm which raged 'u‘iu\a
When the hour for the
morning arrj
without their acens
Even Gelia } ad nong

and master Frank




56 THE EARNEST LABORER;

fully recovered from the shoek of his sud-
den bath. James and E
be struggling to suppress
ing of g mortific
After the openin
a little time was

sation concerning the precedi

day’s ex-
perienc The teacher hoped that an im

rovement of the p nt oe I
$ i better regard for
2 Sabbath
Miss May eaid that the enjoyment of
: spoiled by
ival home.
0 was quite ready to
1 that he should not haye
fallen into the ater if' Gelia had stayed
and played with him, as he wanted her to.
Gelia resented thi tion upon
ndness, and replied s
always will pl
days 1”
James was reserved, and evid
in some self-reproacl. I
science les |

resentment at t}
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intense. “Pa scolded us,” he muttered,
unable to restrain his feelings, “as if we
were niggers.’

“Why Edwin!” exclaimed May in

nk astonishment, * you must not speak
" and she burst into tea

Gelia's turn to 8| , and

r was glad to have a more cheer.
ful tone given to the feelings of his school

It was so dull,” proceeded Geli
eause I had no one to p!
Frankie, that T came over he
Freeman ; and O} such g splendid time
I had in hes ¢ his stories, We talked
and talked until Frankie spoiled it all by
tumbling into the water.”

ildren langhed at Gelia’s ear

estness, and the en close
statement. But when ghe added t
Freeman said that “yon and T
have had a kind of Sunday school,
looked as if they did not quite unders
her. A Sunday-school, they thought,
must be a dull place. They

been to any, nor had they ever 1
mueh abont them,
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“ Well now, my schola
bringing to a close the cony

yesterda
“No, gir, 1 ic reply from
all but Gel

wuld you like to try something like
’s way of spending the Sabbath ¢ he
ain inquired,
fter a little move explanation, they
1 to meet in the school-room the
uext Sabbath ¢ 2k in the
morning
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AN EXPERID

Tae difficulties in
which George hac
many. He had pro
the plantation a Sm
Sabbaths on whic
attend Church. His scholars
wholly unused to its exercises,
tient of the rest
had no Sunds
and profit them, but, at the
prejudices
their interest sceured,
privileges excited. W
to perforr

a stimnlating w f encouragement
He did jndeed sometimes seem to he
his mother’s tender aty with

she parted with him, “ George, 1

ful.
With mingled feelings of curiosity
distrust, the ldren assembled
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r}\f\x]_‘ school-room on Sabbath morning,
) ntrary to Ge X
pectations, h ad left her
and had given up her morning ride that
she might be present. With her assist.
anuce some very appropriate hymns were
sung at the opening of the school, which
prepared the way for prayer, in which, by
the aid of the Holy Spirit, the chil¢ hu
thoughts were ge ml_\ directed
things.
The fi ject at which George
was to make himself more fully acqu
2 extent of his scholars’ knowl
le.  He had, & er times, con-
m on religious
subjects to
Word of Gk
unknown book, began by referring
some. of its most interesting historical
ies.

‘What man was ? said George,

addres Gelia, who

erest for a \’Hl\
manded to offer his rmI\ 1 a8 4 sacrifice

upon the altar?”
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“I never heard of

interposed May,

worance reflected upon
the credit of the amily ;
have heard of lHu tonching s
ham and Is
“I never ¢
know I never did, Mr,
it to us,”
“I mnever did
Frankie, who was
superior knowledge
way of his e nment
Edwin “ reckoned " the y had hes
had no objections to he aring
having evidently taken a hint from ;
to lwlp their recollections of a story not
very clearly pictured on their minds,
8tep in the course of the
was listened to with interest.
nany questions we
and Edwin,
“O I am so
entering into 2t
“that God let \lw
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¢ explained that
nmand. concerning the offering
s was for
men in

0 w ol

were reminded

1t God
him is
made
is own
e in which these
truths were impr upon his
While thus
claimed, « aking from a dream,
“0, Mr. man, tell L revolutionary

! d May, “ how impo-

lite to inter . Freeman,  You wunt

evolutior t all oecasions, ag

ing which had no

war and bl n it, r my part I
think we are hi entertained.”

“Do, Mr. Freema interrupted  Ed-

in impatiently, “tell us how we beat the

ned our liberty.,

ever slaves nterposed




Gelia, who ca
Edwin as if
awakened in
never were,” she added
The children launghed

1 taker
George was perplexed
the whole oceasiona | appy tr
interest and profit the childr
at the same time, hiz own
proper improvement of the day.
den thought oceurred to him.

“I have a revolu

mary story,
with an n, “whic, i
all?
“Good! good!” shouted Geli 1
z to her feet and ¢ apping her
“let it be about the Indians, or W
ton and the British |”
*There was once a nation.” proceeded
Geor; of many thousand
were greatly oppressed by a
king. They were compelle
cities and vast
cruel mast

monnments,
ve them no res 1
But still they multiplied and beca
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red that their
numbers would some time become so e

that they

'A

Why no, child; what a foolish ques-

nswered May.

So the ki continued George, * de-
termined to kill all the male children as
soon as they were born. A fine plan, he
thought, to keep the slave nation in his
powe but God defeated h purpose,
One of these li boys that he mes
kill grew up to be & man, and ANy years
after 1 ypeared re the king and
said, * Let all my countrymen whom you
hold in bondage g

“Did he have a great army ?”
Edwin.
*Not a single soldier,”
teacher. * Yet he said, people
g0, or they will march ot of ¥ land in
gpite of all your armies,”
“Did he have no eannons, nor guns, nor
g of that sort? inquired Edwin
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again beginning to feel 2 doubtful
about the truth of t} r

“Not & soldier, nor a gun.”

teacher firmly had only

I

haps such u one as the
rect their sheep. W M,

more than the armies

Napoleon,”

“ Ho, Mr. Fr
quiet way,

.]H-‘i to amu o

“TI warrant he is,” shouted Gel
none the less pleased at the ides of
‘it is gaing to be something lil
story I read in a book whi
wonderful things the fairies did
ring. I hope the great neral is going
to ruko his rod and turn the old king into
a monkey.”

“No,” replied George, « he did not
turn the king into a monkey, Bt heturned
the water of his noble river into blood.”

May smiled with se] satisfied assurance
that s/ understood the story, and James
began to see the shadow of t} ings he had
but imperfectly learnec but ne other




scholar]
greatest revoluti
rebellion of the Israe ag
of the Egyptian king, The t
ceeded to relate
fouglit
means of t
ful rod, ur
I ng was
holars, even
mes, | ed with nnabated
o declared that it
tor
3 t the
and theé many stions of the

Iz, consumed the morn-

mn

ing; ildven s i regniled
out of t

must be tedi I

To proy another Sabbath mon

ing, Geprganssic to each a Bibl
learn, hoy that they would t
their own language.
teach little Frankie
Y, and to select some little hymn also,

him to convmit to memory. Thus




Gelia Toaching the Negroes
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closed the first ex] 1en
Its inflnence
portion of the
After dir E
little lage of the field
served lia geated on
1 zroes ly
] round her,
2y did not oby > the approach of the
80 attentively were listening
whil v."]wmri with a coun-
ing with animati the sto-
heard in the morni She
pted by questior 81
inted, she answered with
surance. Georpe silently
withdrew .m:...m 1, and contir ned
k E;m- the for

Th ssed round from group to
grouy

P ",mu rh the 8 of the slaves,
until the Sunday-s 0l was repeated
among these neg rlu ted laborers of the
plantation,

&
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CHAPTER X.

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME.

two weeks passed
iment could be
repeated. He had formed many plang

to interest scholars, and hope had
taken the place of despondency with regard
to the full suceess of his labors, But he
had oth, ons of patience to learn, un-
der the pressure of hopes deferrec

The Sabbatl
ready entered his
the he for the assembling of the chi
dren. Just at this moment the ¢ an-
nounced by - their elamorous barking
the approach of strangers. A carriage
drove up the avenue toward the house,
followed by two das men on
horseback. The ed of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter C 1d  their
children, two sons and two daughters.
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\l its g
ybath, whi l. became in
consequence a day of feasting and amuge
ment. Their ¢ al was a signal for the
glaying of fowls in the v ty of the kitch-
vlk: and of painstaking }m]. ions on
the part of Aunt Maria and her co-labor
No days were burdened with geverer
to the !Iuh*t
or rather desecrate:
and A\nnt C ] he cousins they
were of course } ays. From the
mind of the impulsive Gelia the thoughts
of the Sunday-school were as e asily eff
on such occasions as her interest at other
times was easily excited. She wasa child
of emotions,

May, true to her chesished noti ons of
politeness, over to the school-room to
excnse herself to her teacher, The other
children had, in t} time, excused
themselyes by planning for t > pleasures of
the day.

Ulu~ not only ¢ lisappointed in hop
to make some fresh i impressions for




, bt
> their
George

o' dige

h just now
promise of

P, gave

ore

Is 50 hung down nor his heart
knelt in tl ner of

ad

,” said
the door,
he

ir nd evidently in de

est would be regarded a8

let us poor sarvants hear one
of dem Bible st rhi ss Gelia tell
us about. g massas and mis-

suses clar forgot dis blessed new way of
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, de Lord’s time

as uttered with a low how, the
tossing the
by about a
who stood at a re-
ting with evident so-

the application,
shonld

y doubts of its succes

had never invited

ressed the subjec upon h
had received
that the i

eater was tl
ness.  Yet the

the present appli I ade, the

re ableness of the reque f, made
eel t was an answer to the
red.  So taking his au
a little into the woods, he sat lown
id ding oak, le hi
ut him. Some

upon the dry leaves, some leaned agair
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the trees, a others

threw themselves
)

prostrat t round. (ieorge
talked to them of the garc n of Eden, the
beauty and glory of the place, and of the

Adam and |

to 11\\“-‘;

bt have excited a smi

shrewd and not eas y
answered.
During the progr 3 talk large
\dith

& up softly, one
all the field hands,
any children, had come with-

humble
ion of the
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morning, to propose and to answer the
profound questions the stories had sug-
, and, what was of great interest to

1em, to discuss the probabilities of the

privilege of another such meeting with the

teacher. Some reekoned largely upon

Mr. Freeman’s influence with ir mas-
ter. Simeon ventured the op. mmn, whi
],,- expressed with great enthusiasm, that,

“De good Lord have a hook in n
nose dis time, and he must let de people
have de meetin

But Yellow Jim silenced all debate by
flatly contradicting the pious old Simeon,
and telling the confounded ympany that
“there would be no more eamp-meetings
on that plantation,”

The following Sunday George met his
scholars at the appointed hour. The
children plainly were a little embarrassed.
They had lost confidence in themselves.
Besides, as George ¢ xpected, some preju-
dice had been excited against the S Sunday-
school, in the minds of both the parents
and the children, by the attention Georee
had given to the slaves; yet no reference
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was made to matters, and the

s proceeded,
tur
own language, tl

told the
hymn which had

to the
) to the

added

: and
such questio s the

hour
required. The school
and a deg in had beer
ing a permanent wes o

No servants came their
erumb of spiritual food from read of
Life at the hand of
Yellow Jim’s predictior to be
true. But G easily
turned aside fr ich a harvest f

her.

a3 that pres i judicious fe: ling

of the slaves. Yet felt keenly that in

this to di-
e how wigely L ed

ing out his purpose,

'ge’ st valued acquaint-

Judge Walker. His home place
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but he had a plant-

, over which

experience, e defended
ground that it could
) the colored
ry to the g
among his fellow-slaveholder
should have all pe

Such was Jue

sect pos

ighbors. He was 1 in power,

1 one having authority to speak
te a subject.
Mr. Craig vainly
macy with Judge Walke
ing the confidence of the j
1 to direct his influence

in reference to their i

This was easily done. A\ ay spent at the
judge’s
oceupied in discussing plans of usefulness

hospitable mansion was mos
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g George
1 to the state of thi
An early call of the Judge
upon his friend Cr affo: an
rtunity of introdueir g the subject.
riend Craig,” remarked the
his bland manner, “ now that
I will take
to express m

He i

instruction of
my people in your vicinity, dded
the judge, in & very condes s man-
ner, r 1y oy accom-
pany t ¥ ice, to be instrocted
i on with your

lently enjoyed the embar-

at propozal

resolution to say that Mr,
2 on the Sabbath was his
1 no doubt he would

h the judge’s people
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rould not put them to the trouble
his plantation for th purpose.
1 Jjudge, determine
to red sinee yon are so con-
eiderate of my people, let the servants of
the tw ations take turns in the labor
to the place of instruct
ine will ng

ions,

t mind the walk,
they will serve God and
1 much better for it.”

wve

is ar-

1 1 ill-concealed oppo-
t.

is consent to th
, but wi
n of hear

Gelia
when the ju ! *Wont Uncle
S glad 1?

servants,” shouted
1ad gone.

g if talk-
imself; “and so will Yellow Jim
be glad. I told the rascal
that he shouldn’t t
knowledg

l the other day
white people’s
of the place,

is too much for

his error yet.”
re full o
night.” Uncle Simeon 1|

e wiiile T was maste

ifted up




predictic
own,

Yy often enter into any

his fellow-servants. He he
in too light ¢ teem, and
own.
1 7".’” 1 \.- 8] 1 era of
S 80 unexs 11 |}
down that
wrote

loved ones

home., He k
i y-remember
uperintendent, Mr, Ela, informed

plans; and received in rety
valuable we :
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CHAPTER_XI.
ENCOURAGING INDICATIONS,

WueNx Mr. Ela read G

¢ thought if he could make
Sunday-schoc l successfnl, he
f to aid in

With this object

e parch; A
at the North added
i h pietori

IT
era at Myrtle Hill. The sig ) 1t




en

ie took

ards, and

orge appointed Gelig her, tell-
her that she should be at the head of
the infant department

her the duties of

. He explained to

position,
{ to magnify her office,
employed to make

did

and she
Yello

brary

the plantation, an
1 of work
We must not omj

t tom

1ade the

around the school-house to he.




e visit ‘of

rone,

tly the




cinity were

b 3
)y the report which v

abroad




months, wag

, and the number of the & the

five, Still, Gel

partment consisted ¢
But she &

wve

ik and Gelia too were

d George the teachar of

th. He kept Ge asupplied witk

1to Frank quite as

for he S amusement,

scholars and the books were n
tained for a suceessfi] school.
; *ulties

s word. Judge

1 with deep interest




'posed

> assistance of

some friends in the
The

ntations not mar

were family

, many of these, tl

d, and th

liked, they said

Jjected to Geor tion among
their southern friends of Y «:.]u 7€ |l vmd

puritan 1]4»

they insisted;

» had eon-
to whom
Iabors

n . Walker made

* request of them the ease was

Several were ready to come at
his solicitation,

reorge’s
ortanee.

16 l new in
i the love
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abors, to which George invited

Besides this improvement in earncst

t of the teachers, evidence

r of the

at Myrtle Hill, Ony

presence of God’s

for cases of

was the end of

urrence, the

1

ssings of such
of new and efficient
not be among the least. His
s “Lord, send forth 1
nor w

abor-

e la

the harvest” the

elayed.




CHAP

THE YOU2

ion not
y the

t, unlike

Her lus-

vith his

14 trua

Unele

y his
wves of

r of

ver.

is death his

could to enlti-
h her hushand
v for

as hard in

wes of







imed,
sof T am cer

ood Mrs. Stuart’

n we
s Son,
" inter-
posed Gelia in a r¢
had found Melville
notwithst

Gelia

fellow

years
smarg

> added

t desire

to Tedarn
His teacher noticed
t there was ano

her
itude to God.
1d been taught
been accom-

1

W
T'o cultivate
Tectually, George

the week to
ing of the Widow Stuart,
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fhe had notic

uniting her efforts with the faitk

ieti

expected to see

and freedom of the Chri
1 these efforts, and
»us liber-

life. God soon bl

nto that re

le was le

ty in which he could sing,

the bl

A t am born of God.”
During the next visit that Melville
to Myrtle Hi ted to the
less and s I
new-found peace in God. After she had
listened with marked attention to the
of his f
from the grassy seat
claimed, “O Mel, 7 mean
ight off1”  Melvil

tness, and tried to ex

» Gelia the story of his

started

she had been

the way of life more clearly. e

spoke of our sinfulness s

Jpentance
faith toward Ohrist.

w for

The

v

wised Gelia to feel more




et the ne
> Hill pla

relnct
reluctant

y granted by
vas very jealonsly watel

hed; no
ut George
m when the

restir




melting
Mely

into
1

gratitude,

expressions of

or; but when, as was of

they were poor, and very

ant as themse

were t




were

aid Aunt

arers who

18¢, “he

an elder; .

renly about

r lub de
Masgsa

terruption by Uncle Grif
. and 1

em to tears.

moved tl
been the

inmates by sury

possible

e Hill, and he
ad been sent eetings held by
alker's plantation a8

low-slaves who

ere al-




voted fellow-laborer

k of destrov

in Aunt
Was very
cape

which surrounded

s quarters, Gr

Hi

w dimly the way of

ver to

uilt, but did not

Teg
see clearly

could be

closed 1

ntain in which it
ay. He had

g the nj

and s

close of the day’s

humble

it the yard

nor fierce dogs ¢
t to enter. As
h his hand to knoek f

ion, his ear canght the sound of

1y put for

er. Griffen while the y

enes

suppliant at the famil

and more earnestin his

If Gr

ding with God.

d in announe

1ad felt rest




1g the othe

come ’cay




his eabir

1, an
just break
ids. it
1s, it seeme

g thr h
1 to him like
lad h

an

1 ray direct
eart involuns

utterance of




CHAPTER XIII.
MYRTLE HILL EXCITED.
sion of Melyille,

SONVErsion ¢

wed so

st

stop Mr. Free-

d Gelia coax-

up into her father’s elouded
her most bewitching smile

continued
ing to

of his
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‘g cotton-picking whit into
school to teach my chi

r fa

stood

pered

angry at

n
> child,

had felt the influence

was & fond and indulgent parent. G

had ever

but since her h

of religious instruction she had become

lov

parents had ob-
rved this, and felt, though they never
1 be great
school. Her
" of one whom
her teacher, conld

had co
1

fore, in

arded

said Mr, Cr
ened tone, while he plante

a soft

forehead ;

“1 sge, you al
for pious folks, white or black.

Mr, Craig rose aft v few momg
aain walked tl i

t he left the house, de

yom much ex:
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he wor

Id stop the ¢

interest was
. O ¥
the quarters of Aunt
rdan was lying 1

calle

mong

1ich to the

was busy botl
Aunt Ms

ter t

1e names of th

were permitted to attend the De

who

Ridge

eeting; all others must
nhad d

home.

opped in, to s

8o well 1

y A ]

de hebbenly

) help }
Jordan was del

» was one of the
Not that he 1 for the meetings ;
felt vain of the honor of being of
the select fe

‘I tink

said Ann, “dat de Lord wont
sa for dat no how, stoppin’ all
n’s on he own.pl

" only jest

go to Deer Ridge what wont
16 orivilese?

“Well,” inte rrupted Jordan, “conrse
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masea lets do steddy ones, like dis boy, go,
an’ keeps dem home what’s ollers uttin’

up like Ann and Yellow Jim do.”
dropped the doug

b, which she was
putting into the bre ad-pans, and, with
much of it still sticking to her !
ned upon Jordan a mingled look of in-
ation and contempt, and ex o,
*“Massa say Jim and I knows too much.

He never g'pects Jordan of dat ar.”

Simeon, wish

ng to keep
interposed
“Ihe

‘de Lord will work

00d feeling
between all pa “Bless

de good Spirit " he exclaimed

s pite
He all dun sow he seed on

vil can't eotch it all

as de elder s

oh de w

At this moment Maria looked in, to
admonish the s upon the kitchen
that it would be prudent for them to dis-
per

“Let all de people watch and pray,”
whispered Simeon as the company re

George clearly perceived this unfriend-
liness of his employer toward his labors

7
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for the slaves of Myrtle Ti
inten d
went oltener, and
m o Deer R
1, the plantati

on I

s purpose of ¢
£AVE INOTE P
. This was, 4
1 of Judge Wa
e of an overseer,

1

g in a log-ct

stter than the quarters
slaves. He hated all me

oious welfare of
ally went to Deer
ing over aft-
returning when the horn
to

Melvill I'he

about them of

red

group
tired

never seemed 50 we
prayers and exhortat

On such Sa

pend there, they had the nee
r numbers. When the weather

permitted, George took his stand on &
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swell of land 1
He read por

trated them by attractive st

ns of t

ple references to the
life. Fr
in wh

juer

the negroes joined heartily ; and

ed, none but the
ed to

when pr

hardene

kneel.
Though it was not o

could meet the slaves of Deer R

and stupid overseer refu

en that Geo;

lze on

the Sabbath, yet the interest on such oe-

cagions i d, 8o that large numbers

o

assembled fror dithika
vicinity. Ev

began t

us plantati
er of Myr

ion, or 1

oppos

arded,

1 mingled
erings ; and, whe

and the young folks of ion, even

Ann and Jim were there. Ann had be-

truly devout; but was

come mo!
urged hy a desire to know more, rather
than to become better. He watched t
progr

er with a keen ey

ung t

of the labors of i

and a thoughtful m
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He saw, even ihore clearly than the teachs
er himself, their probable result. His

master was not mistaken in supposing

Jim’s already awakened sense of

18 wrong
at he, in common with his fellow-slaves,

red, was quickened by what he ob-
served in all these kind labors. But
though Jim felt more, he manife:

uneasiness than he had done His moth-
er, Aunt Mari led the attention of
her master to Jim's m quiet temper
the revival commenced. But the
rep ]\ of Mr. (
more.  “Th
" he added shar
Jim must be

g was that he sugpected

still, knowing

y “are my al
watehed

in that the Son-
day-school was becoming toc prominent
nfluence on Myrtle Hill. The lit-
school-houge had, at tir
d on account of the
ber attending,

i now to be

, been
Ze num-
and a portion of the play-
ground had been used for its sessi

this state of tl
of his friend Judge Walker
cautiously consulted Mr.

abandone

In

wul\ counsel
The judge
Craig and all the
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patrons of the Sunda
concluded to put up
at Deer Ridge

to accor
preaching as well as the Sunday-school.

y-school, and finally

good-sized building

10date oceasional
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CHAPTER XIV,

FATHER OLIFTON.

It was with eatisfaction that Georg

learned, a few weeks after his interview

ith the judge, that there was to be
preach g Sabbath at Deer
Ric 10 proposed house was only
partly finished, but this

z the followi

ng was ap-

interest in its

was gratified to learn also that
Mr, and Mrs, Cr

d to

z were intending to go,

the children with them,
wcealed mortifieation Mr. Crai

self announced to George this fact.

£ was to be mainly for the
benefit of the colored people. For Mr,
ig to attend such a meeting was to

him of his own

* ones on hi

had sent him

do so. He

invitation

p

orve his
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ious privileges which he

onary to
at Th er Ri
had a week-
place, but he had never been there on the
ahbath.

This Father Clifton was a man whose
jons. He

it in his phy

se was upon all the pla

small in stature and s
at in his dre
But it was the

]
ch

and

ieal frame, plain but

¢ in his ever

heart

uniform benevole
most impressed those ¢
Like his Master, he went about doi
ed hour,

h

squainted with him

good. Punetually, at his appoi

reached his place of labor, thoug
ain, impeded by swoll

1ched witl
ng, and we

Hu‘uvh denge for and over almost

ried by long journe

and

passable r

to all, he was at the same time firm

in rebuki

pious
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greatly loved Father Clifton, and the open
sinner was subduned into respect bef
trans

his
arent goodness.  His words, when

he stood in the sacred des

K, were simple,
Iy at the heart. When

regations of ur

aimed direc

ministering to

taught negroes,

Il trees of the

: rude meeting-houses of a

ngs often pr

i mpted
e eloquence. The fixed attention
aming eyes of his audi
his constant ene

awake

ment, and

4 d eonversion of many sinners
thé seals of his mini;

In the mor
ther C

try.

ing of the anticipated §

on ed to the assem-

led white people. A few colored peo
!

ple hung about the outsk

grogation,
tle of the i

At three o’clock in the afterncon, or

truction they so much loved

alled, the nun
d to a larg
tion. A few white people we

congre

seatte
and there. A temporary platform }
been prepared for the speaker. The
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1 it

gre on sat upon rough seats, or stood
lea nst the tree

The spesker commenced by “ linir
nili
which every strain was sung, the loud
hit hundr
clear voices, and the solemn echo which

th of the for

r hymn. The deep emotion w

swell of at least e strong and

ne bac om the d

if nature repeated tl

hymn of praise, sub-

dued the most unfeeling n In the

prayer which followed, Father Clifton was
wn into f

solemn sense of the nearne

fin a
God.
id earn-

re wetfulness of 1

ery word was simple, direct,

est; and so unpretending the dis
course which followed, th

thought only of the solemn truths which
ittered.
marks were especially intended he was * as
the el of God.”

the hearers

wer I'o those for whom his re

wctioal, and well

1ese perishing souls,” re-

the service brok
hank God,” dded, “ for
80 needed an instrumentality.”
1

“T never did

2 up.

sing up

lik

:ar any elder preach like
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1, whose h

the truth

y poor Uncle Grify
i Bure now, Massa Mel, dun tell
him all about how it ben wid me; and

den to tink de

takes de pains to
speak right to dis poor Sacraar i da
time!

“ Bless

Ann, as s}

Grif,” interposed
de the erowd to get

“T known

¢
rects all de
\m it

rtle TTill enjoyed
much, (nl a was alive with
the excitement of her visit, As

former

Was very communica

efore the week had passed she
peated wi

1ad re
she had heard in the ears of
half t} . With
child she chatted away to
little groups which gathered about her,

its of the plantati

»w-l»nmv the Mnn, in an humble

, of the teachers who had 1
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that they had a fine time at Father Clif
ton’s meeting, “I should think,” said
y “that pa

James, in his qui

let our people hear
But Mr. Crai
n he perce

more disturbed than
>d the influence that
xerting over hig fam-
to
ht, that the removal of the
Sunday-school from his plantati

o wal

sole himself

ion would

people from the increasing re
fluence, We shall see how far

ligious i

his hopes were real
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CHAPTER XV.
THE RIPENING H ARVEST,

Tae interest of the

their teacher, and

uig children

labors for their rel

ious by

nefit, had become sincere and dee p-
Their cousing, Milton and Ella, 1

ad not
ceased to attend the Sunday-sel
its removal to Deer Ric

ool since

ge, so that the two

families of young people were more than

ever under his moral training.

1

5 seemed

The impulsive Edwin at time
about to give his heart to God

it his

etuous fe 1t snare,

He had oceasi When T
would do good, evil is present avith me.”
He had not qui
only sonree of re

» hiis const

often, *

learned the

he had
a simple

ous stren,
not yet experienced the power of
faith in the bloc

James was si ughtful. His
s for a new heart through the

genuine,

stru,

strivings of the Holy Spirit w

but not very apy

mt, He yielded re-
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ntly to his convictions for &

alia’s zeal was char ble. She was

often carried away from her good purposes
but h

ung more in

nation ; vi

by her active imag

Bible truths were be

her fé

ings more truly

In the kind
was painfully
for religi
beyond her idens of being polite. She

1 friendly May, George
rd

extended

appointed.  Her
instruction mney

was much i y company, and constantly

under the influence of wther, whose

attention to religion was mere ly cold re-
spect.
The childr

g to all the meetings at Deer Ridee.

n insisted upon the privil

ng attend-

st, and the i

ance of others, rendered them so important

that they claimed the atte n of (

nearly every Sunday. Father Olifton
d the urth Sabbath, and
was unceasi his efforts to give it a
wide influence. He called at Myrtle
Hill as frequently

possible, to sy
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ds of counsel and encourage-

George w¢

ment.
There was one beautiful Sun

Deer Ridge that George had mue

n to remember. The numbe

r present
was unusually large, After opening the

school and seeing the classes supplied with
he sat down at the head of a

Bible class which he only occasionally

teache

taught. One of his northern
+h

ames and Edwin were in this

nds was

its appointed tes

er, but was not v

punctual. J

class. There were othe

young men there
to whom the Word of God had been
unattractive book until within a few
months. Sitting among t

ese young men

was a man of g

ay hairs. His name was
Smith, but he was generally known by
that of Mr. Smith
came to ippi Valley when it
was mostly a wilderness. He brought no

fortune with him, but by industry inear-
of
cut
es and leveled
st with his own hands. He came

ly manhood and by a natural fi
ch he had made one. He I
paths throt
the for,

h the canebr
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into the country alone,

gand fellow-beings called him

and

the streams for many miles. He

His lands extended throu

alon

sumptuous table, and w
an when it was surround-

& guests. But Yuar

Humer

Smith was an exaeting and ernel ma

He saw no possible in society for
ored people but as the means of the white

th. Many of his slaves came

man’s w
to ]).uv Ridge throv
s friends, and, being rather

2 of re-

lous

of their privileg came to see what

on. By Ge invitation he
was now brought in contact with the Word
of God for the first time for years, He

cs, but listened
bsorbing int
and Ed-
jous

to what w

The earnest questions of Ja

wled of e

win and their k

things, together with the faithful ..WLL A

1}.‘ truth by the teacher, aw
st. He )m-\.
kit

tion

ions of year

s own New England, been tar

in

from God’s Word ; he 1 been the subject
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of the prayers of j
known the sacred ir .1
All ¢

lips on another oceas

od’s house,

is Geor

ned from Lis own

fore,

eor was u
ration by Christ as the ‘-u.\ true rie
My, Smith was much affected  He
away to co

eal his emotiors, and to pre-

tend, by noticing other parts of the school,

an indifference

could not feel. Bu

tears moistened his ey

which for a long
time had been 1

This little incident might have j
unnoticed by some Sunday-school teach
H Im Georg
ge the buddings of the s

wsed to weeping.

er awake to s

he sought, from tl
2 Smith a sul
er. He r

1ad been sown by I

pra
| i

ying hearts i past
years, and he labored that it

forth fruit even in on

edness,
The &l
the exerci

that could read were formed into

> unusnal attention du

ses of the afternoon. The




the chapel

for labors of love, pa

r these little groups to hear t

lesson they had committed to me mory, and

"‘4‘\[-"11111 apply its teachings,

others oe Iy aided in like

The slayes who could not read were un-

der Georg ate inst

side. They > gathered

won the

groups

a little distance. Some
had even climbed into the low branches
trees which ;

sted in catehing the words which
from his lips. With the Word of God
in his hand, Ge

g ne All wera

ged, in a conversa-

tional manner, the
vation. Hisrem
formality of a set :
pted by g
This he enconrage

f personal sal-

were so free from the

it he was fre-

gquently inter

heare: when it was

done in a serious and beeoming m nner.

Among this

group of sl ‘\\H e

gled, among whom was Yar

people miy

Smith
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As Geo
from De

afternoon, as usnal

on hors ned with un

n

I never saw the golden g

harvest

now. Myscholars,

lwin, begin to acknowle

turing upon Christ by faith ; the

people are all attention, and even Yank

nith has shown a tender place in
hard heart.
& Well,”

not ehs

Melville, mor

friend’s entl

quietly,

ing in | sm with
gard to Smith, “T have no doubt y

lahors are about to be rewarded by the

ars, and that the

conversion of youn
will
to M

say that the millenniux

BErY;

nt ind Christ, to thei

eat joy ;
to

but Smith, my father use

would eome soon

fter Yankee Smith’s conversion. He is

um of all wickednes

“That may be so,” replied Ge

“and he may have eome to Deer R
to be a spy upon the privileges of his

ants ; butif o he has found more than he
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sought. Tle has found words of warning

from the I he has avoided for a life
time. The (
vert Yankee Smith,”

Melville smilec

and remark

pel is of God, It can con-

tantly stimulat-
ed by your faith. T will try to believe for
Smith’s conversion.”

For several Sabbaths after the one of

which we have gpoken, Smith's presence
at Deer [ and attention to th
tions of the Sunday-school and pu
ce were noticed

mstrig

1d remarks concerning the aston

Aunt Any

t, one Sunday m(

g cha

tehing the

general spi

open (ieorge’s school-room door,

ed in devotional reu
a subdued but exc
eman, dar’

n, sartin sure !

“Certainly, Ann
seem to be as surpr:
cd of that

h reat Bible truth

“Dere now, Mr. Frec man,” replied
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Anm, “yon don’t cotch

meanin’. Dey
say Yankée Smith is ‘¢

v rood 3

an’ sure he’s been deac

ever since I was a l-e-e-t-

e pic
Dat’s what I calls & resurrection

Ann shut the door as she uttered these
words and hast
Thongh the
of the lowly.

ned away to her task.

words came from the lips
they seemed to George to be
sent of God to stimulate his faith a 1 hope,
and he thanked God with a fervent gpirit.

While the Spirit of God was thus at
e demon of slavery was rousing to
omary work

f evil ag
spiritual harvest-field.

15t the




CHAPTER XVL

PRECIOUS FRUIT.

that his
God

him, eoncerni

MzrvinLe had oecasion to
faith was that of a babe in C}
had prepared less
the power of 1
should fit him for
well as for inereased personal h
tion wi

to save, wh

or usefulness, as

g
liness.

Soon after his converss th Geor

i reference to Yankee Smith, the

hildren invited hi ny Hrl S
on a holiday ride to Deer Run. Deer
Run was a beautiful little stream flow
into the Mississippi River. Tts nes
point to Myrtle Hill whs abont six
wide during a

1 to aceomy

At this place it was very
freshet; but at this time it was quite nar
row. The overflow of the waters hs

brought up a very fine sand, on whi
MVI.A]]-'I children loved to play. T ;
found there among the peb

y of the agate. Tn va




ravations full of we

receding stream. In some

tiny fishes. Rab

sums, and raccoons were abundant in the

vieinity.
Tt
Run

never be

often rode to Deer
w hours’ amusement
invited Melville to
their party. On this oces

sion

1k rode

Gelia, and T

idwin had kindly sent Picayune,

orite pony, to Melville, that he might

go on horseback iif company with James
The boys

doing a s

t that they were
Ad the

lways

enying favor

m for eacl®of the older

s, and

ing lines for Gelia and Frank, were

the carri

mmitted to the care of

driver.,
As the company left Myrtle Hill, Aunt }

zed after them until t1

ht, and then returned

nt thoug

er was anything like dat are,

were lost iy

toher & to her cab-

in full ¢ ere nelb

he said,
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fo

musi
like

be better ds

[ dare say now it will
' to Mel wid
wonder now if dey goes

Me

mee

k to p is
and ollers talks

Melville before

g him that words

spoken for God never fell to the ground

void. He encouraged him by the sugges-

tion, also, that James an 1l.|\\m were

most persnaded te be Chri

hardly needed this stimulating advic
His heart had been touched by the rece:

kindness of his fi

nd he determi

to repay them ir_; la 5 )
Melyille and James were
uring the

nowise unwilling to )x-
on the subject nearest to his I

foet apart

ar

the first time his | a def-
inite shape. He v be a
Christian, and desire vi to be pointe wl to

Christ. Melyille w

1 n the narrati
of his own awakening and conversion, as
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the best instruction he could give the in-

quirer. He urged especially the believ-

ing venture upon Ch
of p

It seemed to Jam
two before they arrived at Deer Run, so
absorbed had he become in the new light

as the divine way

and renewal.

s but & moment or

that was beaming from heaven upon his
heart. But the carri
and Gelia, at least, was

ge had been some

time on the spo
impatient for their
“Why, James

chy did yous make Mel creep

rival

she shouted he

n you know I wanted
him here to play with me?”
“Well,” s Melville cheerfully, it

seems to me, Miss Gelia, that we have

come amazing quick.
What shall we do first

Mel ever ready for a cheerful
play, aswell as a serious talk;
a pleasant and earnest playfel
was his greatest pleasure to make othe

But here am L

lle w:

nd he was

low. It

happy. He spent the first hour of the
vigit with Gelia and Frank. He fixed

their fis

ing lines upon euitable rods,







the fish know that
anybody’s |?

and Frank 1
me of thei

ghort .
They began to direct their attention to
the sand s iled them
up in var s from
the

pool

, lipped away to join
Cdwin. He had not
their guns, and suspec

havin
He
evidently in e
de C
young ma
zeal in the hunt.

oon found ther

we
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soon became

had been j

Melville
uttering words of

prepared the in-
l’ ¢ three friends
It seemed to Melville

re had sueh freedom

pirit rested upon ench he art.

quirers
kneele

that he never

a throne of me

> wrestled with an

assurance that God ¢

lighted to hear and

answer. James a

Edwin followed in

broken aceents, offering

prayer of a

but genuine faith,

ad
eased

of which

tions were more violent.
Melville’

s patience w

hand, earnestly

ith his

y and for all his labors of love
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for his zalvation. bounded away

to tell Gelia how it was to love
God.

During the » home, Edwin took
James’s place in the saddle: this

ment af ed Melville an opportu
prepare Edwi
he w
aited hi
ous temper, and what advantage Satan
would take of it to e

Melville’s
bounded in George
pe

fore parted w

s mind, by such e

rich

mpetu

s able to give, for

aws 1. He knew well

2 him to stumble

almost

confidence wa

as g

t to the young dise
h them, w h- n he came to
ad leading to his own home, with-
out painfal fears that thei
would be as the early dew.

The feel
ing
those nl mingled jo
had run into the
that James and Edwin h
good, almost as good
Freeman. G , who wa
family circle, smiled at Gelia’s &

the r¢

goodness

5 of the family that even-

t the mansion of Myrtle Hill were

and vexation. Gelia
ting room exelai

1 become real
Mel and Mr.
tting in the

andard
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of goodness; but us the were
prominent in his mind. g ent
the day mostly at the school-room, and
had been much in prayer for exeur-
sionists. When he learned further the
facts concerning his scholars, not only
from themselves, but afterward from
Melville, his joy was unspeakable. He
yielded his heart to a spirit o
ing, feeling that it would be wrong to in-
dulge in doubts concerning their ste
ness, knowing that God eould as
keep them as he could con

So marked was the
it and conduet of James and Edwin, that
their parents were constrained to ac-
know it; yet their hearts we
secretly opposed to the claims of reli
upon themselves that they wished Hu!l
teacher, to whose influence they re
these changes in their family,
gone to his Connecticut home.

The clusters of precious fi
at \l\nh Hill were but the be
the spiritual harvest. The faith of

m.!mnng slaves was greatly strengthened.
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Griffen. and Simeon had an open field for
théir Christian labors Many obtained

the pearl of great price, and published

their joy with an earnest, if not a well-di-

rected zeal.

The revival, which was now well begun,

s mot confined to the slaves. The poor
white people first, and then the haughty
slavehiolders, began to inguire what they
should do to be saved. George, in the
absence of Father Clifton, was their prir
eipal gpiritual le. rs from a dis
tance, hearing what God had wrought,
came occasionally to Deer Ridee, and gave

the influence of their presence
and preaching. But George made fre-
quent evening and leisure afternoon vis
to aid inquirers. He was invited to many
humble homes, and to a fe wl'l)'--\'\'v;d(h.\’,
to direet burdened souls to Jesus.

While the work was th progressing,
George received one evening a note from
Yankee Smith, inviting him to his resi
denee. George saw at once that the true
cause of this call was Mr. Smith’s con-
victions for sin; at least, he believed {1
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to be the case, not o rom the increased
interest he had of late manifested in re-
ligious things, but because he had prayed
for him habitually. He desired of God
his conversion as the erowning evidence
in the revival of the power of the Gospel
to save.

On the arrival of rge at Smith's

princely mansion he

been for some ds

by illness. A physician had been call
but he did not understand his case.
family believed that he was in a rapid de-

who
whisper
his h
but T tink he’ right
time.”

George found his friend greatly changed.
His step was weak and trembling., IHis
pale countenance, marked with the suffer-
ing of hizs mind, showed that his con

been gevere, He grasped Ge
with sincere cordialit s Ve
, Mr. Freeman,” he re-

marked, “since’ I conversed with you at
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Dewr Ridge concerning those mysterious
truths you so mueh insist upon. Themore
i Eu!"*!w:u,t\':vnw-;vl“\ul you i
been thinkin

Can there be

1ich a sinner? My past

ne like a specter, and the

blacknees of its sins has tormented
day and night. I believe I but
not of 1 disease. 1 am g at
heart. At times T have been full o
at you, as disturber of
S

me

zer
my peace.
me of my neighbors say that you are
spoiling all the nearoes, and that you are

an abolitionist and ought to be driven

from the country, Do yon know
that T have been almost read

to join in
this ery, and to raise the storm inst
yout But I find no relief to mys If i
this purpose, My life’s blindness has
been removed, and I know God has done
it throngh his word in your hands. I
fear the future; yes, the dre
after death. Am T not
Can there be merey for me

in

adful fature
lost alveadyt

George’s sympathy was wre atly excited
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for the unhappy man. He felt the near-
ness of eternity and its solemn destinies
as he had never felt them before. Could
he helieve in salvation for one so near to
death and everlasting ruin? For a mo-
ment lie was appalled by s danger so
But he Hv)‘w] away from this
He thonght
of him as Y ast "' — the
Almighty.” is faith caught the words
him  come
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as wool.” Why should he hesitate to
ask great things of such a Saviour when

1 reat and precious

encouraged by ms
promises { He \»v,g\m‘ and power to ago-

nize in prayer was given him. He held
his friend up to God as the chief of sin-
ners, but asked for him pardon through an

infinite Baviour. The Spirit granted his
divine gid, and faith became triumphant.
n filled the mind of the
Earnest Laborer when }
plications. Tt was thé tranquillity of one
who had prevailed with God.
“Did you say,” inquired Mr. Smith, ris-
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ing from his knees with the tears of
heavenly tenderness of soul moistenir & his
ey did you say that Christ was an in-
finite Saviour

“Yes; heis the fullness of God,” r
George.

“And he

“Certainly ; unto the uttermost,”
claimed George with glowing energy.

“Will he save me now 2 said the bro-
ken-hearted inquirer onee more,

“He willdo preeisely that,” said George,
rising and walking toward his friend to

rasp his hand, as if he would congratu-

him for a v ictory already won,
"hank God for that 1” gaid Mr, Smith,
George’s ‘extended hand, “Thank
God for ev rything ; bless his holy name
for ever and ever|”

Calmly and sweetly did this brand
plucked from the fire rest in the atoning
blood from this time, There were hours
of conflict, but ¢ ot of unbelief. As a babe
in Christ, he was fed with the “gincere
milk of the word nd “ grew thereby.”
Thongh he increased in the knowledge

ge
9
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and experience of holy things his health
failed rapidly, and in a few weeks after his
conversion he passed from earth to Leaven,
\\'h:\] ing g -Mullv us he sunk in dumh
Suved—saved—saved as by fire.”
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CHAPTER XVII.
THE SURPRISE.

GEORGE'S friend, Yellow Jim, wag a
deeply interested observer of all these 1a-
‘esses, though he gave but

little expression to his feelin xeept
when he could speak to him Privately.
On such oceasions he astonished George
by his understanding of the truths: to
which he had listened, and his shrewd
opinions concerning what was going on,
One of these private interviews was well
remembered by George, He had leisure-
Iy walked at the el of the day much
beyond his usual limits, The Sun was just
setting behind the tall trees, ¢ nd the birds
had nestled their heads quietly under their

wings for a night's repose. The bats and
the night hawks had not yet ecommenced
their quick and varied evolutions in the
air, nor had the owl begun her dismal
eroakings, George sat down in n little
arbor formed by the rich foliage of & vine
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overspreading the branches of a youthful
oak, The rest and quiet of the hour to
him were such as the earnest laborer only
enjoys. His thonghts, which had been
much oceupied with the work in which he
was engaged, had suddenly wandered
far away. The old home in Connectiont,
the loving hearts which yearned to greet
him, the solemn Sabbath herings and
the cheerful Sunday-school, appeared so
distinetly in memory’s picture that the un-
conscions tear stole down his face. He
knelt and repeated the often ed
prayer for the dear ones of his earliest and
warmest on, but e'er he elosed he

added words of earnest supy n “for

those in bonds ag bound with them.”

se from his knees he heard a
footstep of some person stealing toward
him.

“It’s only Jim, sir,” said a voice which
George instantly recognized as that of
Yellow Jim.,

*“ Excuse me, sir, for disturbing you,”
said Jim, taking off his hat and approsch-
ing with & modest yet decided air, like
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one who felt that he could jus
intrusion by the importance of his
rand.

‘I have been seeki or many weeks
he continued, *an op; puxl.ml!\ of freeing
my mind to you; and now I have ity if
you will allow me, sir.”

“Certainly, Jim,” said George ; “sit
down here. What troubles you? Noth-
i rming, T hope.”

‘ Nothing, replied Jim, with a mani

sadn if ig nothing to fear in
being a slav

“0 that is it!” replied George. “ Bu

help you?’ he added tenderly :

cause of sorrow is beyond my

Jl will be something if I can spea

added Jim with a sudden earnestness,

“Well then, gpeak,” said George,
“there is no one here to re port you, un-
less the owls croak \\h.n you say in the
ears of your master.’

“Owls are free,” re plied Jim promptly
The; > slavery. E ing i
but xlu-' ‘Iuml man,
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but the colored man must work. The
master may have , but his servant
mustn’t know too mue The Bible may
be very good—very true—all full of com.
fort for the poor meon
8ays; but he must hear and know or
that part of it which his master is pleas
to allow. The elder may preach very well,
but master keeps the larger part of us
from the meetings, ¢ ept when he can't
help it. Why, Mr, Freeman, until
you came here the people on this place

didn’t know nothing about meeting, any

Low. Unele Sim somehow picked up a
little about religion wlen master let him
out to Neighbor Stuart. All the boj
laughed at Sim’s re gion, because the
knew that was the way

y to please master.
But now master’s been fai ly beat, (iu-n;h
he's raving mad, I tell you. He wont
stand it much longer, no how r get-
ting the whole place into your pious no-
t He's a big coward himself, but he's
stirring up the masters allabout. A he p
of trouble comin’, T reckon. Maste,
awful eruel on us poor slaves when he gets
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some white folks to help him make it ap-

pear all right.”

“You mean,” said George, seeming not
to understand Jim fully, * that master pur-
poses to prevent the people from attend-

ing the meetings

“Worse than that,” said Jim bitterly.

“He cannot stop the meetings at Deer
Ridge,” said George in a decided tone,

“He may,” replied Jim.

“Baut, thank God ” exclaimed George,
whose faith and hope began to assume
their aceustomed control, “he can never
put out the light the people have already
received. Some are now converted, and
the leaven will work.

Jim looked with astonishment at the
teacher’s persistent faith and love.  His
profound ‘et deepened into veneration,
Grasping George’s hand, his re olute spirit
for once yielded to his emotions, and he
wept freely.

“ O, Mr. Freeman,” he exclaimed, “if
I had your religion I could almost be a
slave in peace |’

“Yon may be God’s freeman,” replied
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George persussively. “You can have
2e of God that passeth understand-

“But what shall we do when you are
gone—driven away from us?’ inquired
Jim anxioy

ve God with you, even if it
ever happens that T am driven away,”

d George. And,” he added, with a
warmth of feeling which started the tears
again from Jim’s eyes, you, my friend,
must give your heart to God; you must
then strengthen your trembli feeble
fellow-servants ; you may become an ex-
ample of patient ntinnance in well-do-

ing, committing the k ping of your soul

to Him who judges righteously

* L never can be patient in slavery,” n

od Jim, burying his face in his hands
and bursting into tears,

* Remember your mother, my friend,”
said George tenderly, “and for her sake
be patient,”

“Mother choed Jim, starting at the
mention of her name, “it’s on her aeconnt
that T cannat be patient. Do you know
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that she has been threatened with the
anction block at he New Orleans
market ? and master will do it too!”
and the old fire flashed at the thought
from the eye of the outraged son, show-
ing that he had not learned to bear all
things.

“God is on your side,’ id George
goothir

“Is he, sure?” said Jim, forgetting the
privacy of the interview and ing his
voice to a loud sharp tone, which came
back in echoes from the silent forest.
“Why then,” he continued, drc pping his
voice into a low, earnest exy n, “why
then don’t God help us, and ernsh the op-
pressor 7

“Hush!” said George. “God hath
said, ¢ Vengeance is mine; ¢ Judge noth
ing before the time, until the Lord come,
who both will bring to light the hid-
den things of darkness, and will make
manifest the ecoun of the heart;

and zhen shall every man have praise of
God He ecannot forget you, Trust
him.
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0, Mr. Fr an,” said Jim despond-
“I am s shall never learn
your way of having peace of mind,”

“ Bay rather,” said George, * I will liste
en to Him who hath said, ¢ My peace I
giveunto you.” Nowlet us return. There
will be a stir about us.”

The night had fairly begun, and shut
out every trace of the path throngh which
Geo had wandered. But Jim was fa-
miliar with the very shadow of the trees,
and he silently led the way.

“What is that 9 wh pered Jim, pans-
ing suddenly and w-ruuuhinz down among
the bushes,

on hear only a rabbit which we hava
tarted from his night's covert,” said

more like Jordan’s elumsy foot-
steps,” replied Jim coolly.

When they reached the open drive way
Jim slipped around to his humble quar-
ters. The teacher’s absence had heen

ed by the watehful ( 10, as he

approached the veranda, sprung into his

arms exelaiming,
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“Ho! Mr. Freeman, you lost your way,
didn’t you?

The family accepted Gelia’s surmise,

and George passed on to his room,
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CHAPTER XVIIIL
THE SLAVE MOTHER'S ANGUISH.

It was not long before Aunt Maria had
an opportunity of expressing to George
the fears to which her son Jim had ale
luded.

The family carriage | d just disappeared

1d the mansion
grounds, bearing away the master and
mistress and the older children, The
house X

in the wood, e be,

'ty and George had jush
Irawn up to his table to enjoy the luxury
[ a few honrs' uninte rrupted study. Buk

] ek at his door and the eme
france softly of Aunt Maria put study and
books at once from his mind. She was
dignified and cs

wore a look of ps :
“May T sit down a momer

sectfully.

# ghe in-

ainly,” said Geor, “But are
you sick, M { you appear distressed.

“Yes, sick, Mr. Freeman,” she replied
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earnestly ; “my heart is sic I believe
it will break sure,”

“What now, Aunt Maria " id George
tenderly. “Youn seem to be pleasantly
situated ; your quarters are the best on
the place, and nearest the master’s : your
children are about you; you have a PoRi-
tion of honor and trust in your master’s
family ; all the servants look up to you
with deference; you certainly are neither
hungry, cold, nor destitute of comfortable
clothes, nor does your labor seem un-
reasonably hard; what can be the ms
ter "

“Well, now, Mr, Freeman,” gaid Maria,
“I dare say you know more of the mat-
ter than you seem to. May be, though,
I'd & heap better keep my troubles to my-
self than be bothering you with them.
Like enough you'll have plenty of your
own. Seems like, though, T must 8pe;

I know you have feelings, and it’s a great
comfort to a crushed heart to find one

guch. It aint often a poor slave finds one
such, though. Waell, now, ever since the
people have been stirred up about religion
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master’s been awful jealous. He's been
watching Grif and Uncle Simeon night

and day. But my poor boy Jim, seems like
master wants to kill him right off ; and he
says to me, ‘ Ma you encourages Jim
in his smart nétions,” and then he'll swear
and threaten to sell Jim. Then he breaks
out again and says, ‘ Maria, you shall go on
to the auction bloc —you shall—you and
Jim too, and you sha’n’t 2o together neis
ther.”

“But,” interrupted  George, “ master
cannot mean so. He speaks in anger; he
surely wont sell one who was raised with
him; and as to Jim, he is too valuable
on the place, Master cannot spare him.?

“Ah, Mr. Freeman,” replied Maria,
“master has his plans, though. Did you
hear about them ¢

“No, Maria,” said Geor his interest
being fully aroused ;  what plans ”

“Well,” said Maria, “[11 tell yom,
Judge Walker has owned a long time
a e on the river. Master's been
bought a place long side of it. He suy8
this home place is all worn out, and too
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many hands here and too little work, I
should like to know, though, if they
doesn’t all work the whole time. Well,
he is going to send some hands down to

this new place, River Place, he calls it.”

said George earnestly, “will Jim
be sent to the River Place? are you to go
too, Maria? is that the plan?”

“I reckon not; don’t know; may be,”
said Maria, evidently much confused in
her opinion about the matter,

“I think master is afraid to trust Jim,
then; 1
River Place that no other hand ean do.
But you know, Mr. Freeman, s ncar
the river ;” and Maria looked archly at
Feorge as she added, “master says Jim
s too much, I am more afraid he'll
sell him at the New Orleans mar et, where
he'll bring fifteen hundred dollars or more.

it there’ll be much work on the

> he'll do it if he gets in a passion ;
and,” added Maria in a tone of anewish,
“I have no peace while I think of it.”
The heart of the laborious teacher was
hed with this simple statement of a
mother whose sensibilities were as keen
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as if the elight tinge of Afric lood

which run in her veins had been pure

“But what can I ¢ he said

“I ecan only pe at all

lm/ mh in pointing the oppre ssed ones {0

the blood of Christ, which will make them
free indeed.”

Turning to Maria, he said, in a8
cheerful a tone as his heavy heart would al-
low, * Come, be of good cheer ; your fears
may be groundless, At any rate, God
will be your comforter. There is a land
where the wicked cease from troubling.”

“Yes,” snid Maria with asigh; “but I'm
thinking who'll encourage us poor serve

ants in that way when you are gone.
My Jim eays that when the troubles
eome Mr. Freeman can just return to his
own free land ; but the poor colored boy

y and hear it all.”

“But I shall leave God and religion
with you,” said George.

‘But who'll help us to trust God®
still inguired Maria; “that’s what I'm
thinking on.”

“God will provide all necessary aidy
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gaid Geprge decidedly. “Has not pre-
cious seed been sown in the hearts of your

young masters? There is* Gelia, too, she

t forget all her good resolutions, and
ghe will soon be a young woman, and—"
“Thank God!” exclaimed Maria, in-
terrupting George as a sudden rush of en-
couraging thoughts caused her to foroet
for the moment that George was spenk-
ing. “Bless God, there is a mighty
change in tl ing masters.  And do you
know,” continued Maria, in a lower tone
of voice, “that master would have dis-
missed his teacher long ago only, as he
ays, ‘the silly young folks think so much
of him and he does teach them so mighty
well? But I suspects he wont bear the
ngs much longer. They’re too much

for him.”

George thonght it prudent not to en-
courage a prolonged conversation on these
topics, and Maria soon retired, and left
him to many conflicting emotions. He
had already remained at the South longer
than he had purposed. Nearly three
years instead of two had been spent in

10




152 THE EARNEST LABORER; OR,

faithful labor for others, in addition to
which he had advanced one year in his
college sty . He desired to return and
finish the remaining year of the course,
But his work of love, which God had so
richly blest, had become exceedingly dear
to him, and the souls that had been won
to Christ were in his heart to live and die
with them. He resolved firmly that he
would not hasten his departure because
the clouds around him looked threaten-
ing; the tempest might break, and then it
would be time enough to flee.
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CHAPTER XIX.
WIOCKED DEMANDS.

6 the fears of Aunt

1, the school at Deer

tidge went on for some time prosper-
ously. The interest of the children and
of the colored people appeared unabated.
Quite a large number, however, of the
latter were sent to the River Place, and
among the rest were Simeon and Griffen.
They were put under an ove [ great
severity, and a hater of negro meetings
But the power of saving grace in their
hearts was not likely to be crushed ont by
the hands of tyranny, however much suf-
might cause. Aunt Ann and

her few sympat s at Myrtle Hill felt
A New re ibility now that their human
e, in part, removed. She conx

y secured from the accommodating
Gelia I|.-41; nt readings of the Word of
God. “De blessed word!” Ann wonld
exclaim, as passage after passage came
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2 with comforting power to her hearts
food to my poor heart. It does
comfort wonderin

Jordan was still a thorn to the saints,
or, perhaps, a willing spy for his master
upon their religious freedom.

Jim was oceasionally sent to the River
Place, and had while there, by an unusaal
prompiness and obedience and eonstant
devotion to Lis duties, quicted the fears
of his master. The overseer had, as he

‘put the serews on to him,” and he
shown a submissive s The over-

seer reported to his master that Jim was
“all r " when he was away from the

meetings, which spoiled the negroes, and
that Lis services were indispensable in
getting the place into good order. So
Jim was likely to become settled on the
river plantation.
While the work at De

thus quietly going on, George received one
of the occasional visits of Father Cliftons
He thought he g od man's
countenance a look g and when
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as they had often done, the cause of his
was freely diselosed.

,” he said, “we shall be obliged
to give up the larger part of our religions
efforts at Deer Ridge.’

“Why ? what now #” said George ab-
ruptly.

“Well,” replied Father Clifton, “we
have gone a little too far in our attention
to the colored people perhaps. Our peo-
ple here at the South have their prej-
udices ; though a few of us do not sym-
pathize with them, yet we must yield
some. Your special attention, with Mel-
ville, in teaching the slaves to read, is
nnusnal.”

“ Bat,” said George, “I had the judg

" answered Father Olifton, “and
but for that the business would not have
been tolerated a wee ‘ven the jud
84ys our labors in this rllm tion have been
made too prominent and general. There
is quite a feeling about this matter, and
we must, for the present, at least, desist.”

“We may continue to hold meetings




oloved pe

I shall once in a
them, that is all,” said Father
lent embarrassment. “Onp
the dise of all

hile preach to

other meetings
day-scho

luence cannot

even the judge’s
us.”

The remark about “aboli
caused Geor

ionism
am for

few mo-

ments

thought o friend

Jim, a than ever convinced of
super Jjudgment,
under 1t by the

“heap ¢ which was coming,

But 1 sweet peace of mind held in control

every God never scemed g0

near to him. He did not doubt for smos
ment his protection. He was about to exs

this eonfidence when Father Clifton

i Slavery demands this
e of us for its unholy interest. I
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erushes out every good work. I will be
wholly clean of the abominable thing.”

The good man rose from his seat and
valked the room under the stimulus of
the indignant feelings which burned with-
in. Nor were these feelings inconsistent
with what he had already done as a slave-
holder. He had for years taken no wages
of his few slaves. He had repeatedly as
sured George that he required of them
only not to involve him in debt, giving
them their earnings, after they had paid
their own living, for the purchase of their
freedom. But, pressed by the thought of
this new development of slavery’s wicked
demands, Father Clifton was moved to
abandon the country which it so con-
trolled for one of freedom to himself as
well as his servants. Many ties of Chris-
tian fellowship, espeeially with those for
whom he had labored as an apostle of
Ohrist, as well as many associations of
youth and early manhood, came in to

ake snch a resolution, His conflict of
mind was severe.

The two friends kneeled in earnest
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prayer, and parted ar-
dor of Christian frier their

last mee on earth,

George sought an e arly opportunity to

consult

I
s friend Jud Valker concerns

ing the pre vailng o iviug

now unemployed on t , he rode

to the residence of
rday followi

Father ( liftc
ved with hin

W

1 embars

et most on
d was soon introduced,

‘I am ¢
the Sunday
discontinued.”

“T t must,

ent,” replied the judge.

remarked Ge
ool at Deer Rid

e, "l]lILL
ge must be

the prejud
n to be
not the sc

wrire,

me, why may
without my
benefit of
instructed adults
so much eovet the

presence {
the young
that I de
pe

sonal labor,

“We know,” said tl
marked k

he judge, with
ndness of manner and tone, “that
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your labor has been disinterested and
faithful, and we could not sustain tMe
school withont you. But the ery of abo-

litionism, a thing so hated by our people,
iel

stifles all reason, and we must yield to it.”

% But wherein,” persisted George, “lies
my crime? T have only sought the spirit-
ual good of the people. Can any right or
interest of ety be injured by that ¢”

“Perhaps,” said the Jjudge, “there has
been too general an effort made to teach
the people to read.”

“In that” replied G rge promptly,

1ave only tried to open to them amore
perfect knowledge of God, and the way of
salvation through his word.”

“True,” gaid the Judge; “and T have
endeavored, in a quiet way, to teach some
of my servants to read. It will do for a
few to learn a little plain reading. But
the teaching of the slaves is forbidden by
our laws, and any thing like a general
teaching of them, even to that small ex-
tent, seems to be forbidden by the necessi-
ties of their condition as slaves.”

“Yes, 1 see,” said George quietly, un-




of hig
f tlavery do

ommands,

life. God hag

iem.  Slavery interposes a

r to the direet ac of the slave to
ine treasnry, This matter is in

God’s hands, and he will, T trust, adjust

it.”

The judge remained silent, The calm

and grieved expre of his friend’s
countenance disarmed ment had
been prompted. Indeed jndge’s own

thoughts troubled him, and he directed
the conversation to other topies.
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CHAPTER XX.
THE ESOAPE.
A FEW weeks after Georg interview

with Judge Walker, Myrtle Hill planta-

tion was

rown into a g

at excitement.
A messenger came in great haste from
the River Place, bringing word from the
oversecr that Yellow Jim, and a boy be-
longing to Judge Walker by the name of
Sam, had run aw y. He said that Jim
had been sent on an errand about twenty
miles distant, and that he had been gone
twenty-four hours before the overseer

thought he had run away.

Mr. ( ely took his d
and started for the river, saying, as he
departed, something about Yankee in-
flnence and negro meetings. His in

raig imme

sinuations were not reported very elearly
to George, but the spirit of h

remarks
he could well enough understand. He
Was convinced that if Jim had escaped
it would be time for the Yankee teacher
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ARNEST LABORER jg0R,

to close ors and return to his old
homg

Mr. Craig was absent a week, and i |
was a week f

at solicitude on both
2 Simeon and Griffen,
., hoped

plantations. Une

on the River Pl

feared
going on. They
at he ‘\wvh]li s

the hunt

hoped, for Jim’s s

whi

pe, well underst
ht a 2
d any attempt to

that if he was
aited him. They
if lmmd,
15 temper too well to sups
pose it could be done without bloodshed,

they knew 1

They knew, too, the consequence o
themselves of his suceess in his eff

come a free man. Their privileges
would be even e

than they
But this they wer i
sake of the liberty of ong
would be so sweet

whom liberty

Aunt Maria waited in silent anguish
the result. It would be sorrow to her in |
any case. But she preferred Jim’s snes

recause then

would suffer.
and be-
were

George remained calm, hopi

ng that Jim’s days

slavery
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| ended, and that henceforth free scope
y would be given for the development of
his manly spirit. As to himself. ho had
endeavored to honor God. He had la-
bored in love for the good of his fellow-
He could trust his case with Him

who judgeth righteously.
The children were much confused about
; the affair. Their edneation and parental
. influence inclined them to resent the at-
' tempt of a negro to be free. They knew
s | r father would be, and how
oA much he wonld feel Jim’s loss. But they
| knew also that Jim had fine feeli and
| a noble mind, or, in their language,

‘ that he was ¢ smart ;¥ besides,

their moral

lately 80 much
L‘]l'mw.M

: free as well as

rankie,

anybody 2 lenuul F 1 wmh
| simplicity, laying his hand on his teac
" knee and ]r-n}\.xw earnestly into his

Geo itated, and «Ilmlul his nr—
tention to the older scholars

* Of course

e does, or he wouldn’t have
run away,” said Gelia; “but he needn't
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i OR,

him

> pa 80 and make

ed

7 inqu
born to be

t of the

coun-
replied George.

rn in

m’t see w

» be free as

yhod; iimed
were Jim 1 would

» warmly,

be free if T wanted to.
These were Edwin’s feelings under a

momentary impuls
23

the children, the tyrant among

, directed by his
fe had beer

tian  lov

laves

of the plantation. On former oce

siong,
and surrounded by other influences, his
utterances had been bitter
the right of “ white folks *

in favor of

of most ions influence
could keep becoming in
manhood iltra wlder. But

James turned t tter over in I

with serious and anx

xious perplexit;
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looked upon this Iittle group

with tearful interest ; and knowing that his

r with them was about ended, he of-
| fered a silent j

rer that the seed sown
elop into more pr

ious fruit.

, vexed, and
mortified. Jim had outwitted the over-
seer and his master, and eluded all efforts
to get upon his track. The dogs had
traced the fug

Mr. Craig returned, weari

shboring

swamp, but could not find them in it nor
scent their footprints out of it. They
had, Mr. Craig thought, escaped on board
a steamer, but he conld not see how they
could have done so while the last trace of
them was toward the swamp. He hinted
: that Jim must have had some help in
: planning so successful an esc ape. Hehad
sent an officer of the law on the mail
‘ mer to overtake and search the way
it boat, which had stopped at the
vight Jim left.
1 Another week passed, and the officer sent
im returned without obtaining any
ing him. Mr,

d openly of George’s influence

g the 1

1ation concer

now talk
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in can

him the loss of one of the mosg

valuable glaves of the

inty, worth two
dollars! George at once de-

thou
ad to le

tunity to hasten

Aunt Maria found an op-

pe by whisper-

P
ing to him that Jordan had just recol-
lected that when he sa nd George
sther he over-

ming out of ¢

heard them talking about this very busi-

e forest

ness, All knew Jordan to be

but in the pre

it excitement any story
1 the flames. Maria had heard
\ gome  rumo

might

about

meetin of angry slaveholders and

threatened tar and feathers.

George's arewells were brief

\ but feel v her arms about
with her tes
wd-by, wl
tionist

his neck
she ki

| “Youaint a wicked abo

rs 848

him

spering, =
are you ¥

Walker met
samboat landing with the

A messenger from Jud

him at the s

following note:

t the neces-

sity of your hasty departure from among
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us, and deplore the loss of your valuable

moral influence, and the undoing by the
resentment whic
ich of the good you have done, I am
sure that the s
knowing to the e:
must be unfounded.

h has been excited, of

that yon w

[ the fugitives
ar as my hoy
Sam is concerned, if he prefers freedom
to serving me he is welcome to it.
He has done overwork cunlmh to obtain
in

old nearly the price of his liberty,
which I offered to >L'“ him on liberal
He has now gone, and taken his
id liberty too, 1 have treated him
well, and don’t know why he should leave

me ; but I have forbidden any efforts be-
ng made for his recover

The excited slave community allowed
George to de :part without personal injury,
although he was seve times insulted
before he left the ],nuiuw; but when the
steamer w,

bore him homeward ws

fairly under wy 1y, his enemies, and the field
of his faithful toil, as well a:
1

his many
but humble friends, were soon far behind.
11
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CHAPTER XXI.

THE DEAR OLD HOME.

“Ir is the sar r old hom

d ? said
a chair up to the fire
the morning after his arrival at the

George as he drew

farm-house of Solomon Freeman. * Here
you are, r and

dear parents, brothe

sisters,

family c th duri

Thank God for that!”

rele by de z my absence.

“It is a pleasant home yet, you think»
inquired mother, looking over the
top of glasses and feasting her eyes
ht of her
self it
t the mockery
v dream. Your Unele George used
,” ghe continued, * that h- d warrant
you'd come home w

again and n with the &

ent son, as if to
e ||l\l r George and ne

such }
that the old house would to be
torn down and one of the new fashion
sort put up; and that, after having had
80 many to serve you down South there,
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mily to wait on

1 take all the

it w
you.
George smiled at his nm]w s little o

fidence in his firmness in maintaining
away from home its good prin >

‘Now, my dear mother,”
“let me tell you that there

no 1!!1“\(,'
in this land which conld be made

ly hou
g0 dear to me as this homestead, old-fash-
ioned though it is. It has sheltered those
whom T honor and love, and to wk wom I
owe a debt of gratitude I never can ex-
press,”

w lnlv this conve
there wa ir in the kitchen,

“Well, George,” said his father, ri
up with a countenance beaming with i J
you are so well satisfied with the

tion was mun a2 on

ince

old home you shall see all its inmates,
We have two me mbers of the family who
fused to be introduced last

in-
* upon the elaims of those who had

modestly “r
night, lest, as they said, they should

t to your attention,
man then threw open the
1said, “ Come, James and
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W Iny 80, & young
ym the South ?

wed of a further intro-
se to Yellow Jim and

o escay

knowledge it,” said Jim. “My
by*God, bat
and

freedom has been given r

next to him I ow

everyt
o fear
e. My

But

rds were

am to you You alone taught me
. 8

and love

and =eek

Bend
freedom s

ny mother ;

sould not

juences to

<8h

I.

and
has

| that Jim

g 50

e, knowing

n reference to

i her pos:
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a Joad that had marred the joy of his de-

nce from glav

Tive

“But my mas-

said Jim, ng from the force

habit.

“Mr. Craig, you mean,” said Geo:

rrupting him,

Jim smiled an assent to the sorrection

and continued: “Mr. Craig has, I sup-

o knowled
least of my intended escape, and punished

pose, accused mother o re at

Lier sor

> way."”
“ There were reports,” answered George

unwillingl f a severe whipping inflict-

ed upon her.

when I left, and

But she seemed cheerful

288 anxious about yon than
when you were on the home plantation.”
“Whipped !” exclaimed Solomon Free-

man, catehing at the word in such a con-

nect:

n, “a woman whipped ! and an old
lady too I

Jim’s heart had begun to throb with a
resentment wh
]

some time had
But he thought of his

rom t

Jeen restraine

he

mother’s escape
a servitude in which w hippir

e, and the

seen a daily experien
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to give way t

atitude ;

sympathizing exclamation

of Mr. Freemar
lady,” appli

ittered, and the word

1 mother, fell upon
ear, the full force of the truth that he
nd of freedom rushed upon his
1 he burst into

was in

mind,

Sam’s feelir

escaped as

the future

joyous. He calmly. looked
around hi

azing

1

ke one

sconery whose

the o

g escape, led the
way to a swamp, to n
| them by the «

which 1l
| 1 {

ad the hunt for

8, Following the stream

m it into the river,

m the river and concealed themeselyes
il the arr the

e night. The

r at a late hour ¢




MYRTLE PLANTATION, 173

overseer, thinking Jim had gone in an-
other direction on the

»usiness with which
he was intrusted, omitted his cust mary
watch during the presence of the steamer,
The fi recrossed
the river, and, climbing up the river side
of the boat, concealed themselves

gitives, in the mean time,

among
ods during the eonfusion of putting
off and taking in freight. Here they
mained, nearly suffocated, for forty-eight
hours; at the end of this time they left

-

the boat durir

pings, and took s

one of her night stop-

ain to the shore and
WK that the
boat would be pursued. They lay con-

y Jim rightly suppe

cealed in sight of the landing until the
arrival of a boat which did not in its
upward trips touch at the River Pla
and which wonld not therefore be so read-

ily suspeeted of eontaining them. It had
often been at the landing in its downward
passage, and Jim’s foresight had secured
him a fi

end among its colored firemen.

Some of Sam’s gold provided the nee-

7 bribe, and they were stowed away

safely and in much more comfortable
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ers than before. Arri

at the up

ling, they soon reached the near

ound railroad.
1 and Sam’s

them the means of a bo

ot of the underg

coun

2 after
the
kly
Iwelling of Solo-
! se locality and
they had heard in their

days of

iich they q

thern ho
Judge Walker's © Sam” beeame known
s Samuel Walker.
the
His

leased him

among his new friend

He is now a thrifty mechanie

“dear old home” of the Freemn

former master’s generosity re

from the fears

man hunt
H ers. Buo

in-

st begun its
ight to Canada

fety. But he
n into the
Con-

friends in
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Father Clifton has left the South with
his servants and is now a free man in the
North-west, surrounded by colored free-
men,
Melville Stuart came North after a few
years to continue his studies. He had

learned economy and -reliance by his
, and so succeeded in
paying by his labor the expenses of his
education. He returned, after gradnat-
ing at a New England college, d

fortunate pove

termined
to be a faithful minister of Christ in the

midst of slavery withont being a slave-
holder. James Freeman has often been
abta
through Melville, and she has receive

eered by news from his moth

the same way, many a sly message from
him.

Ge
ter of the Gospel. The lessons he learned
at Myrtle Hill ple

teaches, He declares that the true and

Freeman is an earnest ininis-

ition he freely

only remedy for the ewil of slavery
abolition of slavery itself; that pr
1 Father Cliftor

not live long nnder its gperations hecause

antislavery me




g eiful
masters like Judge Walker find their
ed and their benevolent plans
d by the necessities of the institn-

THE END,
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