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To SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG, Esq. Boston.
B —

By placing 3 name on this page,
and IJ_\' dedicating this little volume to
you, I ac :|}-'-|-51| two objects ; first, 1
may remind you, that though it is now
many years sinceé an unbefrie
}t'ul]h was strug ¢ hard to over

x himsell' for a life

rh the words ol

encouracement and other acts of kind-
ness which you best wed o

passed from your memory,

not from his. And secondly, 1 may

point my young countrymen
one, who, surrounded by discourage-

ments, has done much for himself, heen




1
highly honored in a community where
honors are not often and ”‘P‘-"-’”"'”) be-

stowed upon any but the really desery-

IIJI_L‘:. and yet who has never [ Hien

that “none of us liveth to hims

May your life be long and happy, your
uselulness increasing, your setting sun
go down in brightness, and your im-

mortality be glorious.
With great respect and affection,

THE AUTHOR

Firrarinen, Jupe 1, 1584
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11 THE YOUNG MAN.

a kind of buoyancy,—the mingled emotion of

highly

desirable st the commencement of any great

ant lsborious und

But at the pres-

ent moment I have v mpression of the

good which is most desimble 10 be accom-
plished by this humble effort, that my fears
preponderate and  beco the alkali which

overpowers all other ingredients and gives its

own color and taste to the comtents of the
cup.
Who that has passed the season of youth

and gone into manhood, has not looked back

with many & sigh, and almost murmured
aloud, that he rﬂuld not here and there have

] such hints as would haye

CeivE prevented
mistakes 7 Who hans not looked back, and
with a sadness that is inexpress
it youth he formed habits that are to

, séen how

through life, how his charneter was mon

into shapes that are little less thay deformities,

and how his mind was tan, to rowm in
all that can yield
And who has not
motirned that e is doomed to pass through

life, accomplishing littls or nothing

paths that

food or refreslume

; neither



ili.it

CTROD

me
own

outward cir
which inward

to do—and all

aceords swith that of

to throw light
Men of this land, 14

the nttempt be a failure

and wise

CTORY.




THE YOUNG MAN.

50 |

il wiligs

1 We

grow warm while she fansit, and il she tums it
ving the darkest spots

aver g

into lig w fiiry may soon bo

she burnish

—~but the jewel whic L
rrown of royalty fr

yet sparkle on
g-'nr.-ral'lon o generaty
as Axerioax Youwa My
all

whation ¢r notiee be-

I speak 10 y

at what I's

—and hmve no expoctation ¢

wiite will mest with a

yond the limits ny native lund,  The cir-

n youth is

comstances in which the Americ

now commg forward in fife are pe-

culing, the age in which be is to act is so
with which

T

marked, —the =oc

he is to be united is so constrocte

respongibilities which rest tpon him are so

heavy, that I may be excused if 1 f that

he needs and deserves the best hints, the

il the wisest inst

Thearest e :
given him.  Let me call your

wlhich can he
ch are

attemtion s¢ - clrcumstances
yours by birth-right.

In almost all the ald w the mind of

man is fettered, ond the soul is clogged by







18 THE YOUNG MAN.

them, for the press is under close and severe
censorsh

the indi-

. Government is all,

vitluals of the nation Henee it

i that there is no put to govern

s, that in little

men ; and hence it
ment does n

things with w !

interfere, they are under less restraint
we are here. H
all and decides every que

how you shall firrnish your house —how

y public opi

m, It ¢

and live, in order to have such

such a standing. There, government

ves you your standing, and you have no re-
gard 1o public opinion. You may live as

you please, in splendor or in plainness

one questions the propriety of

& what i or 15 not res-

The government dec

pectable, and gives every man his standing.

Hence it is, that beir varned here b

lic opinion alone, foreigners are surprised to

find us” fornishing our dw so much
alike, and to see so much that is eut out by
the same puttern.

Yery few have any but a faint conception
of the difference of character which is thus
formed in the old world and in our own coun-
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n that, 8 man is

1o elemity @

OV and
them. The army
ure oll taken ca

about e

wholly taken

o care
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THE YOUNG MAN.

will only stop eating and drinking, they will
recover without any medicine—or, if they
must die, they die far vasior thon we dol
But is it not plain that if o man be laugh-
ing and happy in this co
reared and trained and cducated very much
like an animal? That he must be animalize
il almost

ition he must be

10 & degree that debases, cramps

reduces man from the seale in which his Ma-
ker placed him? In this country, we prefer

to live in our own way ; and we prefer 1o be

gard in countenance, r"\'np.-lu

thin in flesh, |
i
thoughts, free in our speech, fre

in our

in our stomachs, but, w be fr

in our press

and free to use our powers and influencs

we see best.  We prefer taking the r

bilities of governing upon our own shoulders
—to undertake

through public o

eties of guarding as well
Schools, our Colleges, the press, the S
and all that pertair
W

ppinion, even il we sometimes have

o man ns a *'.If'l\li and
immortal be
publ
manufacture that public op
want, by slander 2ad the aid of & &

choose to govern by

on which we




mnpliin
hsst

corroot,

nght.

And when w




2 THE YOUNG MAN.

have neighbors who never drew a bolt or
wrned a key in their house for forty y

they cannot comprehend it.  They cannot

eonceive of a condition where

ry man is
on the side of law,
guanrdi

and every man is the

of law and a maker of law, and

where every man helps to create publie opin-
jon—the most powerful of all kinds of law.
Now, my young friends, you are coming
forwird to live and act in u natios unhamess-
ed and free,—where the whole machinery i

planned with a view 1o have men mak

ane {i

own mulers,—to make every man a lor
upies, There i
ture in the organization of this

sphere which he oc

vernment

which is peculiar, and, il 1 mistake not it lies

at the found social fabric. It pla-

pe society al-
ways 15 intended 1o make us
love our country with a devotion, beyond that
of any other people in existence. T refer to
the abolishing the right of I'rimogeniture.

In our futher-land, the right of primogeni-
ture is @ part, and & very important part of
the foundation of the nation, und of national
character, The oldest son inherits the bome




on the furniture of hi

thiir sents vl

which they walk

tippler, and unprin
shilling, still, the homesteac
not bo nated, it cannot
for debr.

or next o

own way throug

aned vani

tion. It

crentes & powerful love of |
fies and ndorns the conntry

sessor knows 1)

EOVEMmIment «




24 THE YOUNG MASN.

the , other thir wing equal, the more

respectable, It is plain however, that there
must be another side to this picture.
Int thefirst conquest and division of a coun-

en 10 a few—who are

try, the territory is
the favorites of the conqueror, or who have

ing him and

In

been peculiarly su
who cltim it as their rewar

the territory of Europe
llJr('

sl out.  In addition 1o

tory was permanent in th v by

it, as 1 have stated, througl

st son,  Here, then, is a favored
provided for: they are the proprietors of the

soil, they are contented.  They have delight-

fl homes secured to them and o

lies. Nochange in the government is

since their condition ¢

not possibly be

things look stable, and

better ; they mak

T

settled and fimm,  Such is good old Er
at the present tme.® But dhis system of pro-
prietorship must nece

eluss unprovided for.

arer J.‘{r;tc o became p

und

for thero is no soil to b

* Tt is stated that all the land ngland in awne 3
5,000 individuals, out of & population of 20,000,000 '
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must be restless and unen
degraded, besotted pauper
particle of self-respect.  Hes
tion 1o the governr
and to the proprietor
in order to find
unprovided class of men.
provided elass, that fi
and broeds seditio
In soms purts of E

robbers, And it is this large

cut off from hope, which, un
system be vigoronsly po
lutions and civil wars,

Now the
divide all the pr
favor no ome child
cause them all 1« are alike. Thi
forever, the old Enelich idea of ho
have po homwis he ‘ery seldom does &
man build a hot at a tree with ar
expectation that his Iren will occupy 1 .I..
ong, or =it under the fe " y Our
boys all expect to leave their home and go
out as soon as possible.  Thus s cach family

send out new o all over the




Ll

24 THE VOUNG MAN.

land. This is o new experiment made upon
these shores. We have aholished the old
system of ages, eurcd some great evils, and
probably created some that are new. The
principle desi
our country shall be ou
attach
given to the homestead, shall now be bestow-

mtroduced, is, that

¢ ; and that the

at which in other cirewmstances 15

ed on the whole country, and that there shall

be no spot on which character may pe
Here we ot the

Xon race

loose, and have made office, and property

things that roll contimually and which o

v

wan way chase, with the hope of g

eithor. There is but a single step from the

est affice within the sift

log cabin to the hig
of o great and free pation ; and the orphan
child picked up by the Overseers of the poor,

may, as | have mysell witnessec 1o great

dis

ction and occupy the maost important eivil

feature of
d, if
o a wonderful

tical stations.  This on
esti

or oeelesi

our organization as a nation, &

has not already doow it, 1o
effeet upon our charseter.  Every generation
must start in the mee on an equal footing,
and this must and will ereate a character that




thing, our wisest e
nence of

| cedars—as are

warld, 1 roply tha
i nation,
amount

will liv

ter and

e Wi

slan of this
¥

which are
stand as a

no




8 THE YOUNG MAN.

whose situation most nearly resembles that of

our youth—who must carve their own fortune

1 have alluded

awn desti
~the removal of what

and shape th
to this peculiae (eature
somo would contend to be the balance wheel

of soei it will, in less

—not only becaus

than a contury, affect the globe, bot becanse

also, it brings peculinr responsibilities upon

the young men of my country.  Or fathers,

centuries ago, when in their pagan saie, used

to bury their g silver at

that they might compel their sons to

aguin in pirey or war, and o find it at the
hazard of life. Inherited wealth was despis-

the

ed.  The organization of our pation is

same pri
We belong 1o a peculiar me

:p]iu

. In his wise

ather-

providence, God many centuries ago, g
ed and clustored o choice selection of the
Saxon ree on a little island—n race ag rest-
less as the ocean which breaks around th

wland. Tt seemed to be hi

plan to make
hey
fill the island, and then swann and come and

that the starting point for the rce.

ent and moke the rearing
of n day. Left

subdue this con
up of a great nation the wor




INTRONT

rsolves
our restlessniess in Sue
subduing forests, flling valle
tunneling mountains fi
throug
the o
scours over the
egmboat that
wings in
she winds her w
In the meanwhil
constuntly 50
the earth and makin [ her very er

nals to raise up & n nation. You

hardly go to an island, which tha
breakwater to the contin
tisl ponting
hear the drum
filling the island and

the continest kind

work

Eas

libps, wnd




30 THE YOUNG MAN.

ery of one of our great
morming drom-beat of
the sun 2t his gising on every spot oo the

minds, the

the Saxon race salut

globe, and follows him all round the world,
and the whole face of 1l
with this

earth is dotted over

peo There 15 a sagacity and a

penetration to this mind which lets no oppor-
tuflity eseape, no flood-tide be last, Tt would

stem as if they were destined to eat up all

other people—save the bandful of Jews—
who are mirseulously preserved .'_ulu' noble pur-
poses,  That indomitable genins, which, with
the enger, burning eye of the savage, looked
ot of the forests wpon Rome, when, blea
helmod queen she sat elad in her

power, and which nnffinchi
her, and finally pla

sl its foor on her neck.
and sat down on her tl
the mee—soltened inde
d enlightened hy know
peet, 1 apprehend. «
Of Tare [EEr

still lives in ol

!Jll'l[\

, but in no res-

n'!l]l.

less undavnte
Es

ghould the owl hoot and

in executin

noland

ow old, and decay and }

satyr dance
s now stand, —the seedlings

where her |




live,
The con
able to
thousand, six
as
of the gl
makes this fi
all be here
we have luid our
about two centurie

continent from one

of ¥ -

lineaments,




32 THE YOUNG MAN.

of demagogues—a continent filled with mad-

inflicted miser

men, howling in their self- ¥y
and rending the heavens of brass, by their
wild erics of agony #  Mighty for good or for
evil,—the destiny of this nation must be
great—a blessing to the buman family un-
speakably great, or & curse too heavy o be
weighed within the limits of time.  Shall this
Jand be the gre
which mind, und beart, snd coterprise and
pd—the great school-hou

laboratory of the world

energy will be fo =

fren which the educated and the educators of

the earth will flow, or the hissing, the by-
word and the scorn of mankind 2 This lund
is freo. The mind is here free,—and the
child is yet to be born, if indeed }
be bom, whose powers and ficulties may

sver will

be ealled ont and coltivated. There is no

cedents 3 but the

bondage to forms or pr

whole mass may be sensoned, leavened and

moved, and is at liberty 1o do what is groat

and good in the way that is most convenient.
The world is looking o this as the most

wonderful experiment ever yot made,—and

us the one which is to decide the question for

thie earth—can men govern thomselpes? We
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of reno
we have
Can we, with

"W FOVOrIIIN

ssful expedment ?

es it fails, |

ment will be
repeated on a s
S0 pressing, andd
able. Henee it

A whioh sompel
th i

usa,

ns
eontin
e, you must us
FOUF OWD porson,
peetable standing
contral your
r and wishing

rd circumstance in your favor,—but by
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and guide you.

Political men will

digh destiny of vour country, and to the fear-
she is called uy

round mere-

Ament w

you stand ma po

mid have a responsibility that &

But you w

to be o minor purt of the dest

responsibility of dus ovation,  And

talk of p | freedom, and of my cou
as one cwlled upo
men can govern ther

sayi

conading. [ fi

shine « an the patl
mnd, {and vou de not

the pl
tho el

fre et on wh




MEn ory

are (o a

petuity of
ness, andd de
not gorve G
" Lune 1 con

ty, und o

You |

ing on the st

this

Each one of you must have o distines

ter and influence, and must leave bnpressior

vil

wi or wish to ]
nman, cres m It e ool 1 T
from thie « to which Go 1

him; or the responsibility which Goe

lnid upon hi ke him reatur
of time ? 1 I
country as exalted as s ours —wiy I

boets Al as this ha
end, than merely to lot miun be freo toaet o

his ener

poor complimoent
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posr somphiment, 1o --'Tw,gk 0 young Wen as i
of guarding

they had only the responsibility
these free i"-ltlllltihll\. and trunsmitting them
down to other generat —only thigrespan-
sibility of holding
conntry fre
upon it that il the 1
ta bestow an honor upon us that shull be

bofore the earth, a

1 do insist

ons intends

worth naming, it will be the honor of march-

ing in the van, leading the earth towards civil

froedom, towurds civilization, and aboy

towards that immortality of holiness which
the Seriptures reveal, With the proclumation

lved, and tha

thut the great problem i

i goes from

can govern bimself, whick
land, must also go the Bille—the inspired
chart and guardian of freedom—ihe Sabbath,
the holiday of the soul,—the preacher of
righteonsness ami the free schusl—ibe pro-
fisssion of me,

ne, the science of law, the

principles of justioe ; and thus must we be-

come, by divine appaintment, his almoners to
the whale earth.
You

when th

men are eoming up, then, at & day,

t end to which this nation is

destined i bevoming mose <lewly manifested
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tain whicl
future is more and m
cannot but see what they

man |

when ¥
Is and these v
» soils of this

you from the future,

of your country firm,

institutions for
millions yet to live bere on her so
example to the whole earth—and for
pose of being God's wardl in distribut
these, and the higher ble
to all who live on the face of the
You have doubtless
fathe: the

irrepressible o

erty, and the

looked upon

these objects.

wished that you could have liv
and shared w tl

the man may stand

Irom you, as yon




THE YOUNG MAN
|
| b more deeply that he could not have lived
| when you live. Inierests are to be commit-
ted 1o you, s g to say the least, ns were
ever eomitted to theme—and f you ame
mithful o your trust, ns rewitrds shall
awall you, bestowed upon (hem.
Cont L rfully grmnd
place hore,  The wicked and
Ywiman freedom amony men and among
spirits, will do all oy caf 10 put o
beaeon-light of eivil and reli
! "whieh hns boen for more thin half @ cemury
throwing it beautiful Tight over this land.
Infidelity and scepticism will muster snd take
the consus of their forces, and i there is ar
hape that eitl alix or by uniting, they
can tam back the tide of life and render i
th waters which flow from the throne of
i God, they will sound the enset and blow the
! trumipet and wage o warfire, comp
!l | wl othie wars bave beer y

s, In nny other situation I would take

¢ man by the hand

by all the

se, urge him to prepare bimsell for




the -contficls
W ar Situnte
a thing as the fad

young man, and the i

pared
Ane
ure, my own i
my young road
festeare which s
may at least im
that warmth to my

af the chapters of thi

spprove themselves g H
ton is

T [
ey

muoch. At no
abundant than

Wi prog

begin 1o

do young m

go through life in the

-
ers,  They will be known




returning year finds them still resolving 10 do
great things—but the opportunity has not yet

arrived | So passes life away, and the hopes
of the beast wre g far fom being fulflled as

m you—and I may

ever. Now I wish to
as well do it here
these good resolutions.
not make them if you choose ; but

¥ where—against
Not that you may

O W=

that you are nod 1o
= bt

ing § wish 1w give you, i
wait for opportunities 1o do great thi

to begin to do whatever cames 1o hand and to
do it well. No matter what you called
tely and do it

upon 10 do first,—do it imm
as well as possible, There are but few g

occasions in |

whieh to do great things ; but there are daily

= but few opportun

and bourly opportunities of doing little things
s said that the
» 1 up and in his

and of doing them well. It
present King of the ¥
closet by three o'clock eve

P morning 3 and

though the wealthiest individual in Eumope,
he is his own Book-keeper, and manages all
his vast property, and stll probably gives
mare time o his government than any king i
Enrope. When his character shall have
b fairly drawn owt on the page of Wstesy,

n




fils the d

Oh; i Abo yoang wan who |
apon life could form righ L
could ses his true posinon

r which Provideoce has

(R i

nest ol our own eagle, visible 1w all

cessible to none.  When bie came to the

of warldlines woild konow bhow

through it without ¢ down ¢
He would know

bathe in order 10

anmor e be

where w oblain
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lamp brigh

v burning
tion of the temptations to which be is to be

He has no eoncep-

exposed—their strength, their number, or their
soblety.  Hhe has no ente—3)
ch he

f doubt, and of temptatios

sehoolmaster—w

hour of trin

Hends, the hopes of his kind-

friends h

The wishes o

red, and the praye
over him like a br

t cloud,—but he

and must hav nething within him  that

oy e

I8 quick to discover di

prompt and st » temptation, that

r.—that is alive o

the fine sensibilities of our patre, that can
hush the elomors of passion, and that eun

measure all events and things in a light that

never deceives, and by a scale that never
varies,

Alps ! my youn
reached that period of life wl
will ba

friend, when you b

n your temples

in ok ot sannot con-

ceive how soon that perk

AV —if
1

W

b hers,—!
pod have been what

your efforts for

may, you will often feel like sitting down

that you have d

mourni

+ 50 very it

that so small & part of what you expee

But the hour of

do, has been accomplishe




AU
the r
may have
you turr
that the

with the

youth, Do not
destiny of Munhoo
pass thr

of  sutum

yiou

I
ks

nor to go out i
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merely, but also for the sake ; own na-
tive land, For her | feel as did the Powt of

Nature when he spake of his own native

i
Scotland. He has one strong wish forever
in his heart—

—v nwinh, (1 &

Bome uscful plan or book could make,
Or sing o sang at least.'
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CHARACTER :—IT8 VA

Cosrente~Chamctr
culinrly w0 in this
Johin Q. Adim
than of 4
mepoct.  E:
cannot command
Weslth cannot do it, ©
minking creak. Charae
preacher
this lnw. Is wonderful exte
confined to this life

uabile iu

The wise servant
keen res

In some eircur
influence and
tive of t

tutes, i some coun

father to son. But we cannot clain

soch circumstances o wid ¢

and
frenn

any
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16 THE YOUNG MAN.

name that i of any worth here, we must
have character of our own. It is but a poor
passport to distinetion Liere that & man had
aneestors who were distimguished—ir thig be
all. Nay, in some respects it is o positive
disadvantage, because more i expected of
such n one, than of others, Ner is it any
disadvantage that your father was a mechan-
ic, o lanmer, or even o umli-.-'dv.-y«r. T

nation will ever call Bowditch the great and

the good though he spent his boyhood in the
shop of the tllow chandler. T am aware
that we are often accused of being inordinate-
ly covetons, because it is said, not g but
wealth can make a man respectable hore, 1
know that we are I« us, ane too ¢
dy of gaip, and too reckless in its pursuit, but
L koow that there is somethi
vaJuable than wenlth, in the estimation of our
country—and that is character.  Property,
office, or station cannot be compared with it.
Within o short time we lave witnessed a
curious and a beautiful ctacle.  An old
man, nat in office, and never 10 be in effies,
not rieh, but plain and simple in dress and
appearance, has been passing through the e




CHARAC

ery-day  rout
Wherever ho
own or any oth
mmunity, em
of  mop—,

around that old man,

respey tful  manner,

in one place by t
another by the silence
trip=tammer and the sopp
ry. All delighted o honor
wmian with the silvered bead
His pame sonounced witl
would, ina few mome
crows), and the wor
Jou ol a plain citiz
ous than the mumpl
reneral that imn-footed
od, He wou
him, and his o
then the lon, ain of

about 1o be behonded m
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u name on the ficld of batle. And what
wis the secrot of all this? It was that this
old man hod earned o character, and there is

an intelligent community
a8 chameter.  Wealth may command respect
to a certain dogreg, but it 15 so much casier

to s money 1 character that they

can never be placed on the same level
What is it in the highest and lofticst Being in
the universe which ealls ereation around hin
in solemn and silent adoration, and in unsha-
ken confidence? s it the silver and the gold
which are his? Is it the cattle upon a thousand
hills, or is it, that through all his works, his
providences and his revelations which he has
made to his creatures, be shews that he pos-
sesses o charmeter so great, so hanuonious, o
wise and so good, that all lis ereation cannot
but ery mloud, “just and true are all thy
ways 3"

You are in danger, Young Men, of feeling
that if you ean acquire station, or the reputa-
tion of talents or of wealth, you cannot fail of
being respected, Lot us examine this point
o fow moments.  Look st Station. 1 will
not pretend that station may not be surround-
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a chariot and runnic
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then ©
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Go now to one of New's dungeons, By
the little grated window sits an old man in
heavy chains. The jailer has just told him
that to-morrow be must die.  He is calm and
the sunshine of the heart enlightens the coun-
tenance. He has only a s
property. Iiis
him. He takes it up and calmly

’]I plece of

seroll of par Juuull

gle sentence. “1 am now ready to
ed, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I bave fought o good I have finished

my course. 1 have kept the fai Henee-

forth there is laid up for me o crown of right-

eousness, wl @ Lord the righteous ju

will give me And now the moming comes.
The mighty theatre containis ity thous-
and souls, is already filled. The Emperor is

there: the officers of state, the ladies, the
fashion and the glory of the world ure there.
From his dark dungeon the old man is called
forth. The altar of Jupiter is there, and he
is commanded to throw a little frankineense
on that altar, or lose his life. The block and
the sword are there, The hungry wild beasts
are heard howling in their cages bencath.
He is called to die for his Master, There




are oo trace

and going in his count

by pride. He is ol

But his brow rem

lost nothing of i

] etray no qui

the silver ring

white, venerable, ur

brow sits all that is Ir

is meek in feeling. 1

moment. in the pres

paganism hns no heart.

forgotten all eves, and i lost in medit
| prayee.  But he sees the dark executi

er take up the

out waitin,

to the sk—thor

soo his lips

“ Lord Je

out his hesd over

touches it ére that nob)

ing eye, and those

The sword fulls head roll
blood spouts from trunk.
sus Christ

stands 1 white hef
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peror goes to his p

ce to feast | Which of

thy do you respect mnd which d se !
Do you not sea my true,
that station cannot t—but

that it does and must ¢ 1

Talents are equall)

vou and make yon resy

ed by moral character.

rentage-—iis

el spent in unclouded sun-

shine,

mon powers of m

mtuitiv
. While

his studies,

elements of I

up the hill, stu

the top at o s He comes out of

mind, his

He marries oni who wm

and pl
lows pay i e to his talents, and

trust in his hands, But now

will place
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long as they walk in the beautiful pathway
which God hath marked out for them ; but if,
of their own wccord, th hcwrt off amd mon a
mad career through infinite space, we will 5 ¥s
l&t them go, and we will mm 1o the |
stay of the Nosth and bonor her so Jo

she holds her place fulfils her dest
Talents, perverted, however splendid the

may be, canpet securn a man from contempt.

Nor can vou Ra D roal worth of

chura

2 noble mind thrown aside as odions.  What
powers were wasted by Ricuann Savao
poet who might have earned a most envip
immortality | What shall 1 say of Tuomas
Dersony—with o genius surpassing tlmost
all ehae Biography had ever daced coll of
e—with a host of patrons who took him up
engerdy and dro i natily—who ex-
hibited talenis of the most brillisnt order——on-
Iy to make his vices ond degradation the
more eonspicuous, and who, at the early age
of twenty-six died a drunkard’s death in a
most wretched, forsakon hovel ¢ #
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are, would only add 1o the contempt with
which he will foreyer be clothed.

1 think it still moro easy to demonstrate
that seealih aside from mora) charscier, can-
nol procure respect. 11 wealth B to securs
respect, tWo  com 18
The dne is. that it be hom
obtained 3 and the other &
the benefit of tthers beside

are  indispensable.

cither of these conditions

ssor will mmost nssureg

in some of the

Penpsylvania, may be pure and sw

yet perhups e the very opposite of

ing, It may mormur otly in s
ceszes, but it ddrains off the showers ps fust us
the heavens shed them down, and lexves all
the valley, which would wrwise be a gol-
deny valley, dry iinhabited. Sy

phants will Aaster wealth, « ant will min-
e (o the vanity ¢ il the rich
min Lives to and 1o
bless himself, the curse will most mevitahly
oveptake him. e will be despised, It s

oot o matter of cholee with men ; for while
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where professional men have to possess so
much character as in this country ; and asa
general thing there is none on which they are
s willingly paid for it. From the work-shops
of our mechanics, and from the cottage of the
poor widow come the men who have the
greatest influence in their duy ; and the reason
15, that chamcter is all that we want ; and
we are willing to commit any trusts and any
hanors to such as will convince us that they

possess it. It is a plant which every one may
¢ 3 but it is of slow growth requires
but it is of slow g i

t pains-taking. It must be symmetrical,
{

conscientious honest, seli-~commanding
and benevolent. I & man tells you th
are & liar, you may knock him down,
very possibly shut his mouth, but have you
altered his opinion of you? Can you heat
mto him respect for your charncter blows,
or shoot it into him with the pistol ¥ Men
often quarrel with the world because they
have not that respeet and influence and honor
which they demand,—but this will do no
good. You must have character, and then
the world cannot help respecting you.

I am the more anxious to impress this upon
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you, becaose under y free, reput

ment, there 15 greal danger

s all on n level in n

1 charn

andl nsflue ulin I
& earne noler Hut
not be: reason, tha

peat virtue and des

You will recolle

whin w
and of Cret
thee.” M

the Cretians not 1o

plse

er: but Paul understood hume

he well knew tha

whether 1oy would

him. This ques

15 of

community cannot despise.

Ao SO

whom they fear, ¢

despise You may try to ridicule

certam characters, vou 1 I

—you may stand iy
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themselves musy give you the power, before

b them.  This great prineiple

15 canfied to no station, or 1

age, and 10 np w

holds mood 1l
What o wi
of God,

5 ean furt

{ thut a man

ren |

is injured only by what he himself

This s true of any staticn—{rom that of the
siwrd, o that of

Haman governments nhy guaranles o you
libe
Fpim:

boquesth o vae a

h on the throne.

iz he whio

undl you Ty

bt God

hins b wed sume )-thiss: sl
He w i
ment ¢ living | \rent

eroqtures, that they shall ho ind respect

a virtuous character, and

1all men as it

posite. It 5 v with
Ca

©

n; if they do well they shall be necept-

1 but af they sin, the sin their own

door, and no will carry it away o bury

it oul I know that it is i human
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some obliguity in our fell
less of respect
hen the uth
painfiad it
is out of the pows
pect where it & really

ement for the

enen !
you deserve it, the boor
unchanging law of - Ge

delight to erown hin who hns

wreath. It is pot 1o George
Amencan ( nor to
the President, that the wor
but it is to the charac
embodies, and whi

future ages,

ment that

but it was

whon He m

He put it out of t}

the meed of

the Levite whe

wh, that he does

ed compassion.
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Last { be misunderstood, fet me say thac
under a free government, the man who de-
serves the hest, will not re v the highest
honors and oifices, ourse.  You eannot
expeet that party foeling atd party polities
will be %0 overcome by this beautiful law,
that honors and offices will alwuys fall where
most deserved ; aor am [ saying that a man
will receive all that he may think he de-
serves: but Iam saying, that io their Aearts
men respect o despise you according to your
rea) character,  You ore to Blome, then, if
you are despised.

This is so important a nail that 1 not only

wish to drive it home, bur il possible, 1w

clinch it.  Follow me then, with this in your
eye, while I add one more remark wpon it:
viz, that it is o universal, etemal prineiple,
not confined €0 the marrow hmits of time
which lie betwesn usand the grave, norto
this Jistle world merely, but it reashes al)
worlds and all fotare being.  And at the final
consummation of all thines, when the great
drammn of tme sholl be closed, when the
wicked shall stand specchless before the
thrane of judgment, it is not the arbitrary
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v that God fias

r door, 1 letters of

f beg that you will underst

writlen gver your el

Hehi—ito be read wh wr enter it, apd 1o be

man despise
s Cromwell

ow soldiers, trust in

read when you leave it—"" let 1

thee.”! 1 therefore 0 you

his army,

Providenes, nnd be sure 10 keep your pr
d Am | not «
.du-i: I say at the che

eli dve ah

and bring out, and make i: of

right ground,

wter of every young

man # the jewel wi ¢ ean burmish

the henyens, the most ve

It may be the fee of my young reader,
that if he were caleulating to enter one of the

ions, as they are called, viz.

learned profe
hat of Medicine, L
I say nhout the value of charcter &kl-‘ifll b

Divinity, all that

in point ; that be would then e ina fomn

nieed to have &

¥ WG

0 Catigpicaoys, tha

charaeter not only without blemish, but
Did it ever oceur to

v axpelle

ted, and
As

n looks upon

(T

honare il whio be
John Newton s B owis

men us he

—all their Sy
place, he cons

=ons of
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but us harness I So

or occapation of a4 m

which be is 1o serve his day and his God.
varks which a v vifted and

extraordinary patnot® he ly dropped,

express my foelings on

bly. He was addres

yers: ¢ Brethren of

Law: Perhaps my os
sion, notwithstanding whi
s0 high as that which many of vou make
deep are my impressions of the natura

ity of mankind, and of the fundame
which that natural equality confers upan «
buman being, that 1 have be custome
anid bave scoustomed mys to transfir tht
principle of equality to all the professions o
men—the honest profi

1 the great and various pursuits of

It is.c y that th

of the Law is
and most
man.  Pos

It is possible that you m:

Jog A
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the profession with that mpression.  But that
impression is not mine, 1 do aot consider it

of importanee,

i point of dignity, in poir
er, or the tilor,

beyond that of the :
or the housewright, or the mason, or any me-
it mot supe-

e

ehanicul profession. 1 consider
ror (o the profis
tined to alleviate
of the hu
er it superior to that prof

nof the healing art, des-
wl remove the physical
»; far less do | consid-

siop which connects

n with the futore and with God.
] ion of I-

“ My opinion 19, that the profe

vinity stands upon the same foundation as the

profession of the Law. The professors of

both ure bound by the laws of natupe and of

God, 1o pass lives of purity and of innocence
doing all the good they can 1o their fellow-
ereatures on earth.  And il it is the privilege
of the profession of Divinity 1o stand as medi-

ators between God and

+ it 15 equally that

of those of the Law to maintain o1 all bag
reedl upon

mrds, every individy

man by Nowre mod God, [ would
tn refer the whal
gnity and impor-

therefore, thar we gnght

question of the relative
tance® of trades, 1o that sac

red principle of
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3
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dom are open to him from whieh he may

pplins ¢

s 10 be kept before

draw inexhaustible s

Thers are two princ
the mind oo which we are called to aet: the

nd individ-

ong 15, mdividuality of character,
oal responsibility ; the other, is baving our

and united with 1

o

wfluene

I
our genertion.

thy millions who comp

Dy these twe principles we are al) called 10

alls, not [

act.  The one

wocamplish, beat

Iy wee, &
for what you wight do. It demands the
| And

ands of opportunities constantly oceurrng, n

Vo get

NAs=

actunl and

which your individual character will be we
| have all the mfvence of

e, and when it

wip, God has s

its weight. And then,
armnged mager
plish much by be

* 15 (0 BOCOM-

bined with others.

A single man, oo thi iple, dobs not seemn

yet of such units is the

o count much 3 and
commnity and the mation mode ap, and each
Wi

racter of the

one gives a hue o the

e in which b fives. The rain-drops

ar the a

aitn that each one is

not
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the world is that
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T teach mank inostentations charity

What though think y
and hurmble
assured that thers s more in th
proudest philo:
oxplore, or to explin.

has enough of sorrow whic

r—snough te

banefactor. Do no
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s not fixed upon

that there is a spot in
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obscure or o | v that vou cannot use all

YOUr powirs upon it it advan-

Do not

whicl you v

=Lafioy in

il

g

vou could

pure ligzht

ther

YOU ThLion

these you et them
out ? al self
ol u

v, i wis-

wien 1

you. It s said that

men in ancient times who used 1o

wat them, learned more truth

from thern than from all the rest of the world,
“When [

mother had a

says Cecil, “m)

et T thou

rvant whose con




somiething

st o
stupidity. My motbir

v A very few years

und of observation, will
nitely ehar ]
else. Yoo may be poor,
nate,

be among the lonely
mordl chameter, yo

by God or man.
who has not lost
that is lost, fi

he i ruined.

& man's suor

true 1o hit

s may be
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cilled an idler,—u sensible mwan a fool—a
prodent man a spendthrii,—an honest man a
knave. A pood chara
possessor may ruin it—oo oot else can.”
More than once have | known o man who

had eamed a chamcter, assailed, and that too

er is inherent, Its

by a bitterness which none but the most ma-
lignant heart could pour out, and for a time

it seomad as if that man must he crushed. It

was supposed he was destroyed.  But such a

man will not stay destroyed. The sword

v and through, but like that of

may go throu
AEneas when he was cutting down the ghosts
in the world of spirits, it does no hart.  The
wounds will most .|>-|:|r-|i|'l, heanl of themselves,
ays the great writer

# Every thinking man

lust quoted, “ will look round him, when he

reflects on his situation in the world, and will
ask, * What wil t is it
that 1T want? What will saisfy me ¥ [ look

mest my ca

at the micw—and 1 see Ahab in the midst of
all his riches, sick at heart for a garden of
herbs | | see Dives afier all his wealth, lifi-
mg up his eyes in hell, and begging for a drop
of water to cool the mage of his sufferin

I see the rich fool summoned away, in the
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CHAPTER 111,

CHARACTER ITE FOUNDATIONS

Laord Ms

in say

I |l Matth

| || in his | -
at his son's

Taar upon which the young man £

with so much confidence,

ins, all that is

by ¥

fy his personal desires, and 1o

obtain an influence among men,~—or, the pow-
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ence and have my character impressed on

cnnnot be done

athers, rln effort,

though

but by repeated efforts. It
1 not so in all cases with matter, You can

often split k in proportion 1o the

quantity of wl you ean

shake the earth wrtion 1o the size of

your cammon ; fie with mind and

heart TRLITED y upon repeated impres-

sions and «

Were 1 10 ¢
ter, 1 say it in that which m
telligrent b

very definition shews you that it must be of

e what [ mean by char

es free and in-

ings have confidence in you. The

slow growt You cannot acquire it in a day

nor in a 1 Won-

derful shot, Wil

rries the jury with
1 about. A me-

with

real crop and it

s a wonder ; and the young Divine throw

off a sermon which is greatly admired, and
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wuarrel with this law, and feel that it is wo

lard that minds as gifted, as accomplished

inot &t once receiy

and as wize as theirs
the homage which is paid w0 character that
has cost J-n.'m.\' years of persovering toil and
wall-de 1
philasophy of the

men, who are wil

too, 13 the

£ 1o acquire. And

ury of so many young

to make a few powerful
This
of all

suceess and quarrelling with it will do no

efforts, and then stop

obstinate Jaw lies at the foundat

good. You would be sorely disappomted

should you suppose Lhal any amount of gen-
s, or uny greatness of mind, could take the
vough block of

of the mallet upon the cold chisel, could

narble, and by a single strolke

strike out the beautiful statue ; even a Phi-
dins must sirike thousands and thousands of

little blows, ere he can bring out the form

that abmost breathes. It is in consequente of

the stern necessity of obeyir law, that a

d or desired, 15

pow | mind, however cov

not neces:

y to your success. Few things
are valuable which are not of slow  growth ;

and of nothing is this more emphatically true

n o of charncter.  The pourd of Jonal
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oxpect more Iro
Wi

in love, ghould mn

them the longer they live,

ould comim 15 i noviee

nmer
shower whi
but =l
Hellespo

her foees.

only labe

YoU ever

reflect that
that God does

BTN

sOme gy

the in

W

of these remar e

great calamity, or sou larkness. Would
you have the chureh very for four
and a hall centurics, that

Moses who 1d lead

you have her hedged i and smrrounded |

nght be 1l

oAtk j—or would

patons bent on her extermination, that
m be the David to lea

mig orth ber

and scatler ber enemies Or would you
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Let it be ramembored, 1o, that the chiel
to prevent evil.

good which most men do,
Who can say how many young Mahomets
have been born into this world, but wha have
not caused the earth
have been brought u

nourn, because they

wod influence ¢

To prevenmt the rise of one such spirit, is

equivalent to doing the work of many pro-

found statesmen. From the dark unenlight-

ened corners of the land whepe there is lide

we from the pood, come 1

or no in

who, like the unclean fi n in vision, fill

the land with their croaking their slimae.

From the dark alleys of our p

at citi

the suburhs of some mighty metrog

light and love and goodness sre pot felt, come
those who become robbers and pirates,  The

il which an

great influence, and

not seen and known

individual man does,

or marked, The leaven is pot seen in the

flour, but 1t s there—and there it will work
till the whole mass—even o every particle,
feels its presence and influence, We love to
point to men of brilliant action, and lofy

nchievemer

and bid our young men go and

imitate thew ; but the highest wmnphs of
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1 and of manhood, ¢

secret influence which, rat and a
man exerts upon socisty. he
tum of the shooting sturs s been watched
with great inter
that all the stars which ¢
Iy athwart the heavens, ever ¢
good a5 the clear shining of

o day.

Another fact o be bome
wa oan do litthe more,
than to kindle little fires here and thers, whic
will continue to burn, and from which other

fires stll may be lighted, after we have passed
away and are forgotten,  You may give bias

ructer which s now forming, you
an impression on the mind of some
mpanion, perbaps unknown to him and to
yourself, which will jnfluence thousands yot
unbormn, for their good
hart, the accomplished wri
memoirs, who mentions that in those
mirgh and revelry which came near being his
ruin, the room in which he and his nssoviates
met, was opposite that in which Seott wa
« While thus assembled ho used to
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watch that unknown hand—uming off sheet
ing. In the midst

v would tum his eyes and
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after shest—untiving
of mirth and folly,
feel n pang of severe reproof by that silent,

2 ¢ hand! How linle did
nee. was reboking

ppkpown, eve
Soott know that his di
and forming the character of & young man
\\Fm wotild ane day even honar bim by wei-
And 1o a thousand wa
15 upon others, if

is li
we |]llH makir

impire
we ars fuithiul to the tafents committed to us,
which will live long after we have passed
awny. The hand that dropped the pebhle
mto the smoath waters has ]J:J“.‘f'f! away and
is forgotten, but the wake is widening and
spreading till it has been felt in every part
of the lnke.

Another Jaw which lies at the founda-
¢ 1 deem af

tions of character, and w
great importance to be understood, is, that
you gather the very things you sow.

When applied to the vegetable world, this

luw 18 recognized at once as unvarying ; but

this s the Jowest field to which it can be ap-
plied. It is universal in the mental and in

the maral world, If you know & young man
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who in his youth is idle and indolent, you ex-
pect that he will reap the same thing sowed
and begome 0. And Y
seldom are the

Every time he g

strengthens his

affort is proportionably ised.  He who

educates big mind to rebel 3 reluctat
at the calls for mental effor

mind gradually become torpid

lament that Shakespeare

such a character of Honry V ;—to-

reckless, shameful debanchee, and

by a volition, throwing off all the habits
his life, and becomin oal, 1 Wise T
good king! The picture may be beautiful in
poetey, but it is caloulated to moke a wrong
impression on the mind of o young man. In
real life, when you find a young man training
his mind to be dull and stpid, you will find
it becoming more and more so all the v
through life,  On

13 often girded up

upon o do its best, will heco

maore powerful all the time of its action here:
and hepee a balanced, d d, is of-
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ton in its greatest strength at the age of sev-
enty. How often do we see men,—though
not half as often ns we might, if they had

| J 8 when young—who have made
powerful efforts all their lives, and who in
their age, keep an the wing untired, going up
higher and higher into the regions of what is
intellectual, and seving wider und wider into
places whers the infinite mind Joves 10 expo-
tinte. Even to extreme old age, such retain
the eye that was never keener j—a flight that
was never more lofty, and powers that were
never more strang or gigantic.

We too fequently see young men sowing
the seeds of imbecility of mind and of bedy,
by dissipation, We should estoem it almosta
miracle, if the harvest were pot premature
old age, or an early grave, or both. Every
prostration of the mind or of the body, makes
the next easier und deeper; and hence by
the inevitable Jaw of God, the harvest of
ruin must follow such sowing, What gives
any appetite such mighty power over men,
when it has for a long time had indulgence *
The answer is, the vietim sows appetite and
bo reaps appetite. Hence i is that the
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established dg that. The Bible never made
this great law—it is loid in our very being.
The finger of God hath written it on il his
ereation. When men «tifle the convictions of
gonseiencs and play with a thing so sacred as
truth, they are left to reap & conscience that
is seared, and to be more ready to embmce
falsehood than truth. You may not istend
to-entrench yoursell in error by sowing base-
ness of heart, but you just as surely do so, us
you gather from tho fields the very thing
you sow. Tt requires no direct agency of
God—no divine decree 1o do this, It results
from n natiral principle. Supposs a rich
man is selfish, hoards his property,—never

eauses the widow's heart to leap for joy, and

never dries the tears of the orphan, and does
no good with his property What does such
n man sow? Why, selfishness,—cold selfish-
ness, say you. Let these riches suddenly
vanish,—lot him suddenly come 1o want. 1
will not say that murmurs of exclation will
be heard, bur will pot the world feel cold and
selfish towands him—and his field yield him
the same barren orop which he sowed?  Look
at another man,—the very opposite of this:




u wealthy man who is ever

and who lives not 1o |

denly be stripped ; and is there not nos
of kind feeling and s

lence setting towards him?  And
nevolence and Kindness which be

they not precisely the sume thing wineh fii

now reaps? This is a law of great strength, Iy
thalls through heav
holl. ‘Th's ecrtamty of re i n o Yery

thing you sow, mukes it easy a man to

select one si0—one master-lust, and moke it
the darling lust of the soul.

And what muwkes chis law sa terrible, i,
that it b 0 ke the grppling irons
of the war-ship, in all future ex You
see 0 man er st for what
God does not interfer
He lets the man a
its course. Tho se
the poer creature eling to his ¢
he sees cha Zohe, reputation
boly and mind in ruins, and on the
the heavens reads, “ no drunl
the kingdom of God." God
lets him alone. And let this
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reproducing itself, and what more is necessary
W produce hell} What daggers will re-
prosch there learn to use?  What Leollings
and tempests of the soul will there be when
passion shall have heated her caldron ten
thousund times, and every time prepares the
way fora more intense heat! Ab! what &
state will it be when murder shall become the
father of ten thousand murders, and each one
of these the parent of many more! Thus
is every man the lusbandman of his own
destiny, and the husbandry of the wicked
will be sternally going forward.  You sow 1o
the flesh, nod you reap unguenchable, un-
gratified desires, The hunger of sin will bo

itigated, and the thirst quenchless, The
master-lust of time will servam for gratifica-
tion through ctomity. If avarice haunt you
here,—the sume demon will haunt you there,
and will Kindle his fires and call for gain and

gain, without ever receiving enough to pro-
duce one grim smile. 1f fust be the demon

here,—the uncles spirit. will go with you,
and mante you in sheets of fire forever! 1
ambition be the ruling spirit here —this sleep-
lest demon will lead you 1o the
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of disappointment and ehagrin forever.  Oh!
the destiny of man! The master-Just of

time, the r <lust of ¢ ity ! Sowing

and reaping, sowin <in forever !

No matter ift the mark of Cain be not on the
brow of wurder 3 no matter if the dark cave
which witnessed the deed, or the de
erns of the ocean wli aled the
—no matter il the earth be burned up, and
the ooean be gone and no witness of the
crime be left,—no maer if the recording an-
gel do not read over the erime for ages,—and
il mo wmhblet in the upiverse shew the record,
you reid the erimes of earth on the brow, and
in the fice, and stampod on the soul of the
sinner, and by the harvest eternally g
shall you know what were the besetting sins
on earth |
Thus by o simple and bea | law, is the
destiny of the soul chained to itself, and thus
will the singer become his own punisher. it
ill be punishment enough if the passions
which have already learned 1o master us here,
wre forever o increass by every indulgence,
The wisdom and the justice of this lnw will be

arly seen at once, if you will notice its ap-
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plication 10 a good wan. You have doubt-
less observed that when a man Joves the
word of God, be loves it more and more:
of his property to bless

ives more and maore cheerfully—is

sowing liberality and will reap a liberal spirit,
while he who sows sparingly, reaps a sparing
disposition. Thus every virtue is strength-
ened by exerciss und repetition, It is this
law that echoes through the regions beyond
time, let him that is boly.~—let him that is
filthy remain so forever ! The angels of light,
and men, and the spirits of darkness, all come
under the same law, and it sets them all on-
ward towards the eternal, infinite throne, or
downward in the slavery of sin. It is the

um:.nmpmmisillz nature of this law, that dis-

nppuiul! S0 any young men. T By think
they can go so far in indulgence, and then
stop, and that moral character shall stop and
hold itsell in obeyance to reason and con-
science ; but they find, 100 late, that this law
has bound them and their darling ins too
elosely together to be separated a3 they ex-
pected.  Oh! bow mavy have L seen who
have struggled with bopes and resolutions, il
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Be it s0.  But the philosophy of
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h God has establishad, and this philo-

sophy is what L have been trying 10 explain.
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All writers will insist upon DRcisioN of
character as an essential part of it; and rightly
oo ;—for you can lay no very strong elsims
o chameter without it.  Bue all weiters aee
not so elear in showing in what it consists,
The prediction of the aged patriarch concem-
ing his son, is still true of the man who lacks
this trait: *unstable as water—he shall not
excel.” But decision is & gingle word, and
no single word cun well express an idea s
complex as that which wo have in the mend
when we call a character a decided one ; for
it requires u concentration of mind vpon a
given question, a cool power of looking at the
reasons for and agninst, and & balanced judg-
ment to weigh those rensons ; and then,—when
the purpase is once formed, or when the mind
hus once come to its results,—the power of
holding before it all the reasons oo which the
decision wis founded, so thay no opposition
and no power cun cause the decision 1o waver,

There are two things which are not unfre-
quently mistaken for decision of chametor.
The one is ebstinacy—coming 1o a result and
then doggedly clinging to it, whatever reasons
may be alledged against it, and whatever new
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order to see if any new views woold arise, or
new light break in, and then ided accord-
iy as evidenco on the one side or the ather
proponderated.  He seldom has to regret a
decision. Onee formed. it i to be carried out
i practice.  From che tme that the boy
drives his hoop, or drmws his litle sled, or
rolle his marbles, to the doy of his death, he
will constanidly be ealled apon to make deois-
ioms which muy have important bearings.
Refusing to make them & in fact making
them—for you do decide that you will cake
no responsibility, while the very decision to
do so s a responsibility. Decision must be
founded on fixed principles, so that if need be,
you ean fall back into the anns of Omnipo-
tenee, and he will sustain you. Who can
avoid adminng the conduet of Lord Mapsfield,
when, during the trinl of & case, the pruss and
the mols und the whole community tried to in-
timidate bim with th even (o fis fife,
His language is worthy of the occasion, and
deserves to be committed to memory by eve-
ry young tsan in the world,

“But here let me pause ! Tt i fit 1o ke
some notice of the various terrors hung out ;
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what I thought to be right. If I have ever
opposed, 1 have done it upon the points them-
selves, without mixing in party or faetion, and
without any collateral views. 1 honor the
king and respeet the people ; but many things,
acquired by the faver of either, are, in my ac-
count, abjam not worth ambition. 1 wish
popularity ; but it is that popularity which
Sollows, not that which is run after; it is that
popularity which svouer or Jater, never fails 1o
do justice to the pursuits of moble ends by no-
ble means. 1 will not do that which my con-
science tells me is wrong, upon this occasion,
to gain the huzzas of thousands, or the daily
praise of all the papers, which come from the
press. T will not avoid doing what T think is
right, though it should draw on me the whole
artillery of libels—all that falsehood and mal-
ios can invent, or the eredulity of a deluded

populace can swallow. 1 can say, with a

* great magistrate upon an occa and under
cireumstances not unlike, * I was always of
opinion, that reproach acquired by well-doing,
was no reproach, but an honor.””  (Ego, hoe
animo semper fi, ut invidiam, virtute partam,
gloriam non invidiam, putarem.)
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the better part of the kingdom out of that
lethargy which seems to have benumbed them,
and bring the mad part back to their senses,
&% men intoxicated ure sometimes stunned in-
to sobriety.”

I have made this valuable quotation in or-
der to shew you what T mean by true deci-
sion of ehameter. Lot me urge you to read
the admirable essay on this subject by John
Foster. Let your station or situation be what

it may, you will need to keep the mind cool,

the judgment awake, and the soul prompt 1o

act, | koew a hunter who waes once in the
forest alone far from the habitutions of men,
Just at sun-set he heard the hunter's signal—
three guns discharged as rapidly as they conld
be loaded. He immediately put off in his
bark canoe to find the sigpnl-maker.  Present-
Iy the signnl was ropeated, and he plied his
paddle most lustily.  After going a few miles
from one luke into another, he saw n small
smoke among the trees on the shore, and on
reaching the re, heand o faint groan.  On
running up the hill, he found a man who had
striiek his axe into the artery of the leg, and
was nearly dead by bleeding. Without a




CHARACTER——1T3
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which is the way to hell, and then o the ruin,
the utter ruin of the young man for time and
for cremity.

1 cannpt urge too strenuously, Bor insist oo
strongly, upu;.. integrify—strict, unwavering
honesty, ns an indispensable part of chameter.
It is a foundation stone, and if this be want-
ing, all the rest must cventually fll, He
who allows himsell knowingly o withhold o
shilling from another—to take that amount
with the secret promise of restodog it, has

sudy begun 1o sap the foundations of his

aoter. Ruin has often commenced by tak-
fruit froin a neighbor's field, by coneeal-

the thing picked up, by the small piece

y borrowed from the drawer, or by some
other apparently small thing.  He that is un-

Justin that which is least, is unjust in that
which is much, il he have the opportumity

presented. Lot me entreat you by all the val-
ue of chareter, and by the worth of the soul,
in handiing property of any description, which
you must do all the way through life,—~make
ita rule which you will nover vialate, Jet the
cost of keeping it be what it may—that you
will never appropriate a farthing which is not
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shortly fade. Suppose 1 deseribe to you a
character who claims admiration—a man who
i gifted in intellect, cloquent in speech, beau-
tiful in person, commanding in attdinments,

captivating and shining in all that be does,
and then tell you ho is a man full of deceit
and cannet be tmsts ask if J have not
dashed the cop, and if all his endowments do
not appear like the beautiful bues on the back
of the serpent, the more lideous in proportion
to their power to charm the victim 1 have
sern men who were self-disciplined 10 nn ox-
tent that they were never thrown off their
guard, cool, cautions, having the shining and
cold lubricity of the serpent, as well as his
tortuousness,—who obtuined power and wealth,
—but who were at, never beloved,
though universally feared and dreaded.  The

movements are felt like the chill of the hail-
cloud’ in summeor, before the cloud s seen.
The mun who wants transpareney of charac-
ter may be honored exi ly, hut never in
the secret thoughts of men.  Magnanimity
eannot dwell in the same bosomn with cold
selfishness, and o deoeit that will wrong others
outof property or character. Depend upon
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of what men will say or think of me, so Jong
as I keep m}—_u-!f- exactly aecording to the
rules of justice.” The foundation of Hale's
ehameter was un uncompromising regard for
what he deemied right and just. Cromwell
found him the legal adviser of the throne, and
seting his integrity of charncter, that far-sight-
oil man clothed him with new bonors, and
made him judge under his own energetie gov-
ernment. s son sought 1o do the same ;
and when monarchy was once more restored,
Charles exalted bim to be chief justice of the
kingdom. Through all these changes, he
was ever the same man of unbending integrity

He aspired 10 no offices, and yet men of all
political parties sought him and heaped honors
upon him—because they koew that the foun-
dntion of his character was integrity. Every
purty knew that it was an hovor and o bul-
wiirk to have such a character in its service.
Now it is not possible for you 1o believe, that
if he had been one of those cuutious, cool, self-
ish beings who are sent among us in judgment,
he could have been honored by thatand all
following generations as he has been.

If you wish 10 see o character the very op-
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them wretehed by its desolations.” T eannot
eing here an incident whigh il-

farbear intro
lostrages the entipe sun
and beauty of his charmcter.  “ It s not Jung
simoe o genthermak was i veling in one of the
a, anid ubour the eloze of
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the duy stopped at a publ
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Our tavelor obsepved further,

were Joos-

pluinly elad, that his knee-buck

ened and that samething like negligence per-

himn to be ane

vaded his dress, Conecivir
af the hanest yoomanry of our land, the eour
tesies of strangers passed berween them, and
they enterod the tavern. It was about the
same tme that an addition of three or four
toman was made to theie number

young ge

I of them, of the legsl profes
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religious feeling, he was collecting an argu-

ment, which, (charn e of himself) no
art would be able to elude, and no force resis.
Our traveler remmined o spectator and ook
00 part in what was sail.

At lnst, one of the young men, remarking
that it was impossible to combat with long es-
tablished projudices, wheeled wround, and
with some familinrity, exelaimed, « Well my
ald gentloman what think yoo of theso things ¥
If; said the truveler, n steeak of vivid light-
ning had at that moment crossed the room,
their amazement could not  bave been greater
than it was with what followed, The most
eloquent and unanswerable appeal was made
for nearly an hour, by the old gentleman,
that hie ever heard or read.  So perfect was
bis recolloction, that every argument urged
aguinst the Christian religion, was met in the
order in which it was advanced. Hume's
sophistry on the subject of mimecles, was, if
possible, more perfect vered, then it bad
already n done by Campbell, And in
the whole lecture, there was so much simpli-
city and energy, pathos and sublimity, t
oot another word was uttered,  An attempt
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markable for this. In the sanctuary of pri-
vate [rendships, he would pour out his soul,
and dissalve in tears, as be called up the vis-
ions of other days, and brought back (riends
frowin the dackness of the grave.  Pechaps
few miinds in the world could claim the atm-

bute of greatness with more justice and pro-
priety than the late John M, Mason of New

York, and yet fow men ever had o greater
degree of scns or had like him the privi-
loge of havi s approach 1o the abodes of
sorrowy  hadled with j-\_\'_ f he were u sec
ond Bamabas.  How beautiful the expres-
sion of this wan after being repeatedly and
severely afficted, when be was called 1o bury
a beloved son.  The young men were Jifting
up the bier on which the stricken youth lay,
when the overpowered father ruised his hands
and exclaimed, © tread y, young men,
tread fightly,—you carry temple of the
Holy Ghest "

Poetry dwells in the heart of sensibilit
and the man whose affections are easi
moved, is the mun who will be likely to have
mofined feelings. What an jmage was in the
mind of the father who weote the shopt sen-
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CHAPTER 1V.
TEMPTATIONS OF YOUNG MEN
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it was no part of the plan of lofinite V




that any

trinls of chara or, & 1Y,
templations. y o nee w our be-
ing ollow, or 1 w0et o 1 the ¥

till we res

stand.

are

plations peculier to t
]

ael

ehiledh gra arm the

straint, the setting at na

vy th

those who are ald
thousand (rettin

o away, and the
own imprudencies. In m

ws for property, or an

the man whe |




8 THE YOUNG MAN,

within, or that le re '_--‘ within himsell and
goes hack 1o the rainbow days of his yowlh,
or droams about # moming of life fuirer and
more delightful then mortal ever enjoy that
he enshrines himsell in imaginary youth and
vigor and beauty, and enthrones  himsell i
ideal perfection ?

Bat upon none do temptations come down
with so much power,
The great encmy
understand that charoter is then forming mist
rapidly, habits are becoming settled, and the
gristle of youth is becoming the bone of the
man,  Then is his time. €The blast o nil-
dew, the worm and the insect all hang aroupd
the wheat w its hlosso openi
The still bunter seeks the deer in the forest

autiful, and re the moss i so

thick that the fall of his foot-steps cannot be
heand. The gins and the traps for the poor

bird, are set thickest w the flowers are

the moet profisg, and are the HICCES

ag their vietims on  the brightest morn.
gs. 3 Even the otter might escape, if the
hunter would not sink his trap under the moss
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teach them, they must t 1 over quicksands
that are to be found in the country, and the
breathing-holes of bell which Gl the great
gity, Let me enuierate a few of these
lemptations.

S\

L. Our young men are tempted to rusk )

\ into large eities for employment. :
It would be incredible could we know the
draft which a great city makes annually upon
the eotintry, in onder to keep its population

-

from diminishing. Not o steam-boat reaches
the wharf, ner a rail-road car the depot, with-
out bringing a grést number of inexperienced
youth,—who have come o the L eity to
week their fortune., They may or may not
have employment engaged.  But others have
come—the poor lads—who reached the city
years ago without o dollarin their pockets, and
are now rolling in wealth,—and why should &
not be so with them: They forger that out
of one hundred who thus rush 1o the city for
mamimon, ouly three l—while the nine-
ty-soven sink down ur waves and are

forgotten. O, if they think of this, it would

seem that their cagemess is in proportion 1o

their hazard. Ti becomes  kind of lottery,
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by sympathy,—what temptations which ye
can handly resist—what tears of bittemess 1
was  destined I within the pre
1"‘Pl'li‘
i on ide-walk o

the city, b arked and watched by oyes

that he never droamed ¢ The bay who
cres his pes

her table professedly selling u few apples and
a Little ser-bread, are not all who wawh
I|'|n|,( There is the seducer in the shape of
the young man who came before himy and
who has already lost the last remaips of
shume.y There s the hardened  ponder 1o
vice who has as little remorse ot the nin of
mnocepce o i has in crushing the
bones of the infim s thrown into his
jaws from the banks of the Gange ant
there 15 she—who was once de and
hope of ber parents—who now makes war
upon virtue and exult being o sucoessful
recnuting officer of hell ! urrounded by
these be must be—te these be will
be—thrown v rhatever prineiple the may
have, ho wi —but Oh! 1 do oot begin 1
deserihie the sources from whicl besmy




FEMPTATIONS. 123

come, nor the

which they come.

those who resist, and

od amid these fires ; b

few their

wie conmamed.§ ¥

there is & hardening of

the heart amid the multipl

and the constant suoes

ments, which is any thi

soul. In Paris just nside from

oughfares, i an old,

ing. They eall it the Me

place to which the bodies of those who have
vommitted suicide or met en doath

are conveyerd. There they 1 and

laid wpon marble slabs ina gf T ina
di l

e 3 and thire
—a living ride
The house is thro
od 1o
would go to n sre—in see the
d—to sce the eriel of fr —to feel a
new thell of excitement!  They have worn

out all the usual aliments of excivoment, and
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here they come to maorbid appeti
This
going on cont
with all’ who

10 SAME Process s

not unn

h  unknown—

crowded strects of

+ And 1
wants to go. e feels uneusy
]

the great ¢ the young man

HTOW I

rh of

» country—forges

in the

ke him o man.

rChn never

ting
He foels

which he must ex

to think of the slow gains

t where

ivis—hut

what he s the question

whether or & poor

0 go==lor t

Mawmon has his costliest temples and his

shrew st numerons and

devoted we thut  health

be left

that 1t can

but ime—ifor it i« found

stay 1

that rabbits shut wp in 1 same proportion

and with the sume degree of confinement,

must di

il you kn

copd in o ust

certainly sacr pow Little certaimly gain,
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to leave

for man, and bury your

Mo refinement and loxury mu
wity their peculiar dwellin
to consider for & moment how nearly rels
are * high living” and * mean thinkis
is vastly pasier to be
in your mind, The appe of wealth
and splendor, the laxages s talile and
the niceties of cooking, are with
an intellect that is peor and mean,  You will
soe the saloons and parlors thronged by |
waands) whe in their hearts despiae the velgar
and illiterate minds of ¢ who pamper
tham, and who have no other passible cluim
to respect.  How often have 1 seen the young
mon whose clothes were of the faest qu
made by the most fashionable tailor, ad
where the eooking was of the nicest
couse his outside was fiir, but whose r
was of the mest fivolous y ar of the lows
est possible vulgarity, In the o
what gratifies the animal tast

eure—hut the dirtiest pig

pure spd elsan compered with
11*
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anil the e

well as the bad but hie m

will fiedd anly on int

could see the min vhosed persons
i S0 neat tring, and W kinow | to

s, what de-

emptiness and
What dwar

not in an

tellectan] pauper tak

=% upon himself airs, and

b is superior o others, appropria-
dne all tha 3 good 1o bimself!  He woold

do well to ealeulnte how m

miade by the teilor k—io tum

himnsell inside out and 1l enpty

hers of his ¢

then put on th

Thi

and ni

powerful temy

the young
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know pot but 1 o

hend for . Tt

HOW 10 8

Rty priny

with the rest o

parents are denyin

forts of life 1o farnish him
whase employer i85 roble

and wheose i and heurt
tainly robbed—dor thiy

no petiod of the world could foo
wwllert and the rt be obtain

nnd at no |

an] hened o much of th

1% 1
, not to k
and their dr
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I have often been

garb of the outward man.
amused gn entering o
sengors, A first, the sy
who looks as if he had just come from the
milliner's band-box, usurps all the conversa-
tion. He is casy, flippant, and has small
change by the handful, That plain looking
man in the front cormer says nothing. Yon
would think him a child sitting at the foet of
wisdom. Alier a while some subject that is
mformation

riee, nice young man,

grave, that requires thought an
is started. The young man discharges a pop-
gun and is silent, Now your plain man
speaks and draws out the hidden stores of his
mind, his reading, his classified facts, and
throws a broad and a mellow Light over the
whole subject. The company say nothing ;
but they instinctively give him the first place
after that, and if the young wan bad been
annihilated, he could bardly be less the sub-
ject of attention.

2. Young men are tempted to waste tir o,
enfeeble the intellect and corrupt the hew.,
by light, foolish and improper reading.

. { Some learn to smoke, because they feel it
ta be awkward not to be able to discuss 1




gin o love

can s

possibility of

covered up by the dust w
the reader cre I
The imagmation soon
that it cannot endu

ters, aml possible
class of these w

warlil. Men ;

Blood sre t

hattliss

1
reador

hiloed, n

has onoe e
alter that.
would e
any other age,
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THE

pirates, snd buccannecrs could be dressed up

and made o pass in the socioty of the most

refined and gente Ta say nothing about

more than foolish

w is it possible for you to have

and thieves

the imagery of blood and carnag

and out-laws, filling your ima tion, without

having the soul defiled :il}l]“‘ili“l'li by the
dark =

twenty years since

owe which they esst? It is aboat

he flood-

s of fiction

and oxtrav:

nee were

ised and every year

the stream heen inereasing, and
s foul and
wsion o give further
when I come to $peak of
reading, But 1 would like 10 have you now

rowing mare and mo;

I shall have oc
hints on this s

pause a moment, and see, i among all your

dequaintanee you ean e t one, of either

s whom you think has been benefited in

any degro by these writi

And what shall I say here of another spe-

cies of books which the young ma

ted 1o re

s lemp-

d—books, the very numes of which

wver _il-llf rul’ -:
of things imaging-

il

1ot that I an
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ry.  Have you ever seen
has passed throngh

of t awful books
Happy youth—yho |

many have od here on «
pit heyond the earth—over
ruin imbibiod from this soumnce
of hell fills the imngination,
soul, cankers ¢

prepares you to walk this

selfdegrudntion, compared with w
mark oo the beaw of Caia wonld be ¢
If the supposition be possible
noyor read one of the

by all that is blessed in hope. | If you
read them—ind you will nover pr
so low as 1o own it if
you forget it, f
thoughits tum Tt o
your feet amd put yourself ng somethir
that will otherwise oceupy v

3. Young men are |.'r”".£r

company.
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A, and the uncouth,—wnus

formed, miss
there any thing in the outward appeamnce

whigh would repel. we should not need 1o

guird 5o closoly.  But the serpents that

malon, are

t powerfl

are th

eharm with the

those whe most  gorEeos,
Probably 1
ocompany than
Wo cannot

ing men are ruined by bad

y all other causes combined. |

hiow it should be so that any

pertagning to mind or body

—whet

should be propagated so easily. But we

le discased ¢

koow that a s eep will min w

whole flock—if not removed—that o single

will min that the barrel

decayed appl

contains,—und that a sngle vile young n,

o 0 cormpt a large circle.  Among

those who delj
those of high me

y the uawary,

lifications, of

ing monners, At is

ing udidress,

in the very nature of youth to be confiding

—to desine intimaci

proffered  friends. So strong s this: de
that the young man who would be very care-
ful in ting a hor: 1, OF evin

LA nife, will not hesitate 1o take up ne-

quaintances and even friendships, without any
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inguiry, and without any exa
worth of charscter is very

it confidence and friendship.
selegting its intim -

may know that the strange

give you his confidence, and become
warm friend without kpowing who
you are—is pot likely

need. “ Exil eomuwnications
manners,'” and you will find it vs
eagy 1o sil down stream than )
who boast of their {re

straints,—who talk fippantly «

of a cigar,—who now and

fane onth,—who are

guage or their al

then hint that ¢!

und are seeptical or

the compunions of all aibwrs whom §
shun. You might well tuke |
your basom, and expect 1o be undef
enticer will court your acquaint

you, at his own expense, 10 the ¢
then 1o the beer-shop, and the oy
degrees he leads you on ll ¥

2
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tre, apil

in the billiard-room, then in the

probably next entering the

door of ber whose
hell, Tn all his
Yoir pass

house is the pate-

1yl

!'a man
s of

the plioremenis

s have mooarmnesd

erness over their situg-

themselves within the

wir sl means

They must go
to keap

herrow,

verous, then
il

emple

s of an hon-

- admire the
and  prre

virtte, and the helpless, confiding

muty of the of Y, eIt We K0ow L1
beauty of i Xyl know God




luts arelaine

b protected, nnd notex;
and  viole i

young o know

gll to meet, and all o bren
with the spirit of mun
bends.  We know his barl
the ocoun of life, and thut

swell und the winds must ¢

aust hreak, and be muost

the helm, while his bark holds ¢

the white bird of the stonny oces
S A
fear bt b will have enough ¢
encoumge hin and bef

go o the vile

that will readily be extended u
thitn; place yourself
chamecter, and

the ecmpany of

worthless 7 Few, v

port of their youth, |

afiet year they hav I
tine wasted, the habits and tastes §

imigination irmetrievably  pallue
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beart awfully cormupted. <17 1 could per-
suads you, my reader

shun bad company

that destrovs ey

as you would

by contact,—to be whil of your com-

pany than of almes vthing else, 1 should

rejoice.  If you selees o bad book, you reay

coneeal it, and it will ot injues your charue-
ter openly at once, because you will ake care

oot 19 be seen in s company.  Bowill met

follow you and come<to you whether you will

or pot. Bol your comprmions whi are vile,
will ot only corrupt you like the book, but
they will follow you ant seek you, and com-
pel you to blush at being seen in their ¢om-

k

its worle of paisoning slowly ; but the vile

will do

proy. » profane or obiscene bo

nssociate disgraces you #

inks you in the

oyes of others while doing his work, Depend
upon ity the old pro “u man
i known the company he kesps"—that

you will be mnked with the lowest character

among your sssociates.
I should be held inexeusable were 1o otoic
o wention the tempiation of young men o

uge intoxicating drinks. The appetite for
these drinks 5 not one of nature's planting.
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the mnlant mu
the milk of lis 1o
his - highly sw
bave his disguised

bitter ingredients .|||;: I

his original taste is d

ereated. Hence, two, it i

of compank -m«]u]n. in tl
uy that bo begins to I
love ik itement of t
be considered ecoentrio,
ling 10 do his part tow
fashionable. He
the habits are
will ke it when o
expitenveat can tamy
of sorrow and wo
to-attompt 1o toll w
in every peighborh
will you find a fan

[ its bray
It &8 com
ginnings «

rth the

that

v ant
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al, entire nbsty-
te. Al my

abservation and experiones go to prove this,

g but in t

i o safety for y
nence from all thar can iptoxi

and I should foel very little oo nen it the

r man who, at this duy, re-

sufiety of the

fuses 1o nail his colors to the mast

the warfare of lile, as a cold water piott.

follow

with

He who can:

#oil hns hung over

stimulants, is most

secch my young

and the most

ever saw. And o b e
heard by the mothers i

» hror

should

e of e

Rk TR
fan

whit you wi

it before us on oceasions

L 10 ghew ye

s peeslinrly

th your
il

urios which

cnte it w

mather's |

| can prapare ! s thas the w

10 PRAT Up VIrtuods sons ¢
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4. Young men are tc indulge in

the reveries of imagina
In mo perod of life
and the re
and s

pure and beautiful in all the » fG
it may become the vilest place on earth.
there that the unholy and thou
i turned over and overn t
#5 4 room
ing i different position
object, by multiplying it o
doubt whether all the fac
put together afford the
o apportunity 1o , tefile, enslave, and
ruity the soul, os does the far alty of
ination.
Even in business, where one woul
barmless, it must be kept in strict s
of you are uofitted to succeed. A yow
man i setting oul in business may be neither

a simpleton nor an ignoramus,  He may have
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an honest heart, an " the imagination 1s

suffared 0 hold the r

are

i the wir

h he builds
. Hea

eulates

profite are, thinks he can twreo his eaj

1
ot jegs

or cight times & yei

ohice’ T

oo case his exy

in proport

his income ;  but

morn ships sink by

ey

(LRSI

than by by

them,  Su

man may -l

by bad debits, will grow

vear, He trics new s

viery sanguipe that he pist pow

thers i3 1

ULST S

watldly concemns and key w il their day

lorninatey &nd

by having the nmg

living upon wh ill b theis

o leal ity o=
petual st
dominate

But this is s

imagination pre-

T reason o dgment.

ull ev

and this
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eence itsoll, compared

nation become the habi
its.  An habitual

tion to go where it will, olw

Other mistakes may be corre

fortunes may be recovered from,—ot
of youth may be out-lived and o

but when ance you have the beautiful chiam
ad soiled and

bers of the imagination stai
polluted, there is no recovery. Tears will
not punfy them, Care s
mnot do . Mingling with the virtuous und
the good, wil
corupted, that no salt cast into it will canse

aking will

pains

fountain is 50

1 not doit. T

the waters to be pure.  Of all the living

tiles that can gnaw and cree pin the b

AN, none are so terrnble s
not bring relief. It woul

it itself within, was |

leave youth and manhood fur behind
ter on the staff old age
sequired in youth, will hang g
Oh! remember 1o shut the cye

heart against the very first sach vhat
corrupts the imagination. | cannot speak on
this subjeet as 1 would —but if 1
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efiafron
the town
ho had 1

gang of desperate out-liwe.

pelled to push on, thou

ey abioa v, and b
i wo . . Wiwen
five mi b his jo

frankly wold the

and thay w Jose

of the moon &

goiletman and domznded b
was the trvi

trate, and

e someladid

him. w10 11

Il probably lo
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lips. T shall place mysell withont the pro-
tecting earw of God. No, I will not die with
& lie upon my tongue.” “My pame is
Spread.” The robber then asked him if he
recollected tho deed of his baving wnlocked
the door of the prison yard some nineteon
years ago? It was recalled, ©Well, I am
that man.” He then restored the money to
my father, and not only let him go, but forced
him to take ¢

gh 10 mee

t his engagement,
and himsell accompanied him till dirough the
region of robbers, walking by 0. They
passed Sve others who would bave mtercep-
ted him, bnd he not been thus protegted. My
father camesily entreated him 1w leave his
present mode of life, and received many sol-
emn promises to that effect.

1t is not neediul to follow the story further.
The point I wish to illustrate is th at the
path of duty is always the path of safety s
end that whenever we leave that path, we
ceass (o bo able to claim the promise, 1
will give my charge over thee:
and they shall p thee in all thy way
Yom bave no vision that can pierce Shrough
the elouds which hang over the future; you
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caunot say that any event will prove a hless
ing or & curse. You o galenlate thp
chances or the results
"LNI are o
the protecting o

of doty bo over so narmow,
rggod—ever so dilisult 10

not swerve from that path. 3
senyunl  plensures, evil Len timid

sanguine I’c'l"”’ miy Lempt you (o lea

but you wmpt your etemal
Duty and truthiul

ure God's appointe

af neglect t) ¥

anid under the frown of II-...- 1.

be called n fool, you wmay have

throngh the arid desert, or even thro

fiery fumeas ;—you may

professed friands, and

rich yourself;

duty the path of =

give you puace ul' oo

his face, and u

or of your fellow » u

rowards.  Satan might have been

angel in heaven when ho seduced the rest 1o
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CHAPTER V.
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~good hiammor.

vl and shume of

by his Maker 1o be eo
stently in metion, and that too under

ceasing accountability for every action.
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will streagthen
youl. 3 work, but you
never foel any iron
when old 2 enfes the man

s dethronod,

ther
s there

petual re-

or satiety.
babit plessant ¢
bacch, ard

low sonsu menls, an any habit or

ropelition sk t o him? On
the contrary, man who eatered




the industrious shop o

shop avery m

\T:. unil plass the day in

his elomeny, and be is vot

but tmessy gat of it God s

choice fowers ame
and so armnged 1
may be Gitered from the

Wikile o sl valum
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habits, 1 must conde

shall 1

tion' & few of the habity ¢
sint, as egentinl 1o the |
ness of life—anid w
the yooug man ver
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first.

Few things dopend

spont in

biaate b




THE TOUNG MAN.

rs will hardly satisfy them.
No physician will tell you that you need over
six or seven hours of sleep, Your own ex-
perience, il you take the twouble w0 obeerve,
will teach you : i The ouly

¢ evening to s
ng friends, and to the student, this portion
of his the time for stud I I am
d that any ether fure
I b=
bituate himsell
would be decidedly
The old English hour af
ut three or four,
men of our gen-
emtion—a sell-mads iy nd ene who has

atcomplished  mors dara

dream of in imaginatic

that this hns boen bis babit thy

says that mare than baif of fis immense fa-
bors have been ed  before ten
o'elock uppaose you sould
have hours a d o ten yoars for men-

1al improvement.  Would you nof estgem this
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a liberal allowance ?
o'clock,; instead of soven,
two hours duily, in forty years

ten years of time, count

day! You thas add ten yrars t
would be the use of

not that we are re

can o any thing with o
moming than at any other p
Any man koows, who has ever ma:

Bat if you ar
andd thus 2

periment, how much more we e
how much casier we can accompl

we can drive our work before us,
wo feel, what Walter Seott calls the
the day’s work to be broken before br

Thet there is a joyousness, o
nty and an eles vity to the
wholly unlike that of ever
clemror,—ihe thoughts arm o
feelings more buoyont, nnd th
scoms bathed in a now o
never seo the time, when on
oceasion, you Joft your roam
soon found yoursell as fresh

aod then wondered at the st
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it Bt i hardly zibil reconmionl suel

n moted 100 |
.

ane in

of lougriy

{ta almoat every villag

awny fimes
atriber vebi

vous 10 anothee
Lt an industrious

saiic i

i and v will make

founid thus idle,  But th

of it like the love of anys
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founger—~—he is useless 1o society,—lo is un-
lappy himself, for no idle ! 81 e
spise hinmsell, can bo ha w olten
misehief, tradue : and  inisrepre-
his n dit, for
ne knows a loung ot be eaming
property,—and he uniformly sinks in charae-
ter.  Who ure these loungers? What are
their places of resort: |
those who do not love labor, nod they s
the vystet-shap, the porter-house, and the
room, ns the places of rwsort,  Lounging cre-
ates o love of idleness; restlessness, impatience
Where do

you hear vul stories—mdecent language—

of rest i ot of duty.

obseene josts—and profine oaths ¥ Who are
first W waste the proecious hours ¢

bath? For whose benefit is the play-house,
the thentre, the gambling-room, fon-pin
alley; the ree-ground, and the cock-pit?

Lotngers aro the parents of all these. Do

honesty and lounging o together—or is the
lounger always a poor paymaster ! Do
rotism and Jounging go together,—or i
lounger hie country’s moth and curse @ Lat
A young man once acquire a taste for Jow
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g, gnd it will req litthe shurt of & mimele

1o ke lim a vsefal or o respectable map,
t Wie ben Wt Yooy are
b above

wrk-—an: i

s =0 unforiunate as W Wiite o cbms
a that e o smart = o0 OF twer i
riunate o that e

and the parests, and the w vircle of

frcods rad them over and come to the cons

clusion that he goening, . He
sy and do and writs

odly . Ho ia Muttered and Luex his;
culiivated by the injudiciobs praises of
what he will never
find trin, that ke has hitherto undes-sstimated
his claracter. 1 do ot blame the yoath so
mitigh, but he is really unlortunate ; and it be

who take up the ides that they
, 1 believe they are for the most
from deserving the tithe, oy the
heoest Mook was when he compleised in
barbarous Latin, thay be was croelly beatm
by the ol because his styln a0 much e
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sembied Coero's, Lt me vrze wpon yow 1o
romember that the mind is clory of shan
—while the eye, the ear, the hands and the
feet are mere servants.  And who feels above
calling upon his servants to barness lis horse

or hrush his boots? It no more degrades the
soul to use the hands or the feet, than 1o use
the ear @ hear 3 discourse, or the pen 10

write s puragraph, or the tongue to utter an
eloquent oration ; and when | see 0 man or n
woitin who feels degraded by work, what

er else they may have, 1 nead Bo further ovi-
dence that they have not an enlarged mind.
They do not understand the real relutions of
man,  Mudume De Stael filled Europe with
bar fame ws o astbor, A gootewsn called
on her as she was surmounded by proof sheets,
misie, harpsichords, guitars ] the like.
“ How i it porable,” said ho, “to attend to
ot ahese @t oneeit < OhY suid sbe,
“thesa are not what 1 am proud of.  Any-
body ean do these ; but what I valus mysell
upon, i, that 1 have no less than soventoen
difforent trades by ane of which 1 conld
and would earn my living with my hands, if
necessary.’"
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“Take it for granted,” says the apcom-
|:|'||g'||,q|[ Willinm Wirt, “that there s no ex=
cellence without great labor. No mern aspi-
rations for emines however ardent, will do
thir business.  Wishing and sighing and imag=
ining and dreaming of greatness, will neyer
muke you great. If you would get 1o the
mountain top, it will not do to stend il
looking and admiring and wishing vou were
there.  You must grd up your loing and got
to work with all the indomitable epergy of
Hannibal seafing the Afps.” {

The age in which we live is proverbiallys
an extravagant em.  The change which hag
taken plane within fifty years is great almost
beyond beli Where the fashion for expenid-
jture will end wir know not ; but we do know:
that it is an age of exeited passions—that it 8
an age of filures in business, of cheating and
awful delinquencies of momal charecter—an
age of suicides, of maniacs and of murders.
How much of this is owing directly to extry-
agance | know not, but 1 believe very much
of itis: and I would most earmestly beserch
my young reader to moake up dis orwd, cost
what it may,—that he will be truly ghd stnct-
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ly econtmical. Remoember ther every cem

vou spend has got to be camed ¢ i you

ever have any property, Remember too,

thitt your veal wants are very fow, while the

» of imaginary wunts, sgion.  Onee

to meot these, and every supply will

croato two new wants, 11 i not merely fool-

ish 10 #pend all you get, but it is positive-

ly wrong, I & positively a sin 10 waste
property,
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CULTIVATION OF THE MIND.

Cosrest —Wrong notions. How men are cqual
Denmark and U. Sutes.  Dignity of the minds
Story of the Governor.  Lmprovemonts dopend
swtich on men in convmon life,  [lustrations—[edine
—tho scorvy—Admiral Hosler. Franklin.  Light
Homsesr wnd Life Boats, Gumine, Orediog nees
fles. Colton and waocination. Beotland and N2

. Nine objects to be sought inl
coltivating the mind. What they nre. The higheed
one #till. Mesning of the terin cducation.  Socrees
of fepracement, 1. Cultnre of the memory. 2.0

ding—threa kinds, and books. 3. Conversalwon.

s. 4. Literary Bocieties. A pocoliar elub,
5. Observation n tion. The earpenters
wquare,  Frank 7 6. The Babbath. T.
The Bible, Disconragements—and biots. 1, Wk
luid out grewt. & L wm poor. 3. ] bave & Inborions
vecupalion. Biory of the sea capt 4. 1 bave no
teacher. B, I have mury talenits.

It has sometimes been thought that the
oultivation of the mind woald be an ij to
those who obtain their livelihood ly manual
labor ; that supposiog every i be his oc-
cupation what it may, were to have his mind
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highly eultivated, it would render him uneasy
m his lot. Nothing can bo wider from the
wuth, A single word will explain jt,—and
that is, that as you raise men towards equalicy
in inellect and edvpation, you bring them
nearer actual equality,—and the distinetions of
property and occupation will sink away w
nothing. Was Washington any less respoct-
el when b became o practical finmer, than
when at the head of the nation ¥ No cultiva-
ted, intellectunl man can be degmded by his
cnployment. 1t is the smind that makes the
man, and that makes one man equal to anoth-
er: amd if ¥ weee to solve the problem how
o make n whole comnunity contonted, |
would mise than as near oan equality in ed-
ueation as possible.  The two best educs
nations on the face of the earth, are, it i
posed, Donmark and the U
government of the one is l[---puu-,m and that
of the otber, its opposite, republicanism.
And yet the inhabitants of these two coun-
triex are probably the best contented of any
i the warhl.

An educated mind has so muony resounces

i itself that it bas not to depend upon
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outward cirenmstances for  happiness.
man with o eultivate
nejther dis

lege days, to deliver a letter of introduction,
to u gentleman whom I found cleaning out
his barn-yard, with his leather apron girded S
round him and his team bis only helpers. 1
kuew that he had led men in battle in other
duvs, and that then, he was the honored Govs
ermor of one of the New England Swtes: and
I received a lesson from him by the eally
whicl ) st ) shall pever forger.  The in-
terview made a deep impression on my heart,
What must be the contentment of & commus
nity who needed so linle of government that
their Chief Magistrte might till his own little

farm, and guin his bread by the sweat of his

myentions

to intellipent men in the common walks of
life.  And I have no doubt th i
1w the wee of the mass of community
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will be the advangement of the world towards
itg finel glory. 1§ might occupy a volume in
illustrations of what 1 mean.

An intalligent man was a soap-maker, He
noticed that after all the alkali bad been ex-
hausted, the ley would mpidly corrode bis
copper kettfes.  Upable w0 explain the phe-
nomenon, be wok somy of it to an eminent
chemist.  On apalyzing i1, the chemisg die-
vovered & new substance hitherte unknown,
viz, the metal pow called Jodine. Further
investigntion tmoed this to the ashes, then to
the sen-weed (ryn which the nshes bad been
made,~—then 10 the oetan, o salt springs and
o all waring substonces, A physician in
Germany reads the account, and regollects
that be had beard that bumed sponge bhad
been known 1o cure the horrille and till then
ineurable disease ealled the poitre—wlich afs
ficts whole districts in the south of Earope,
He conjectures that it is the lodine in the
sponge which cffeots the curs, and by accor-
dingly applies the Todine to the goitre, and it
is foucrd that it i an alwost ffallible cone,
Thus a world of misery s prevented by the
shrewdness of the =oap-boiler,

18%
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A fiw years since the scurvy was the ter-
ror of the . Whole crews were cut down
antl more than once the case has heen known,
in which the bodics of the desd sewed up in
sail-cloth, have lain rolling on the deck day
after duy, because the erew were too mueh
withered to mise them over the pettings and
commit them to the deep.  Admiral Hosier,
who sailed for the West Indies with seven
ships of the line, during the last century, lost
all his men twice over, g the si

and himself died of o broken heart before
he reached home. What b'|--i\i11-=r did that

1 bestow, who informed the waorld that the

e neid of the lewon taken daily would
banish this fearful disense? It i pow almost
unknown even in the most crowded ships,

'The discovery of Franklin, a man at that
time in common life, by which the lightnings
of heaven are brought under the contral of
man, is an nple in point.  Tn France and

nany, where the lightnings are far mare

destructive than with us, this discovery is val-
uel as it ought to be.

tht lead you to look at the Light house

as it was and as it now is, to see the immense
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improvements which have been made, und in
copsequenen of which buman life s saved in
miltitudes of instances. 1 might point Yoo 1o
the Life bagt which will now shoor out iy the
howling storm, and which will ride over any
ragmg of ['|||I deep, and shew you that it is to
the intelligenes of every day laboring me-
chanics, that we ywe this invaluable muchine
far saving hewnee e aiight take you aver

the seetions of Europe where the stmosphere
# poisoned by malirious exhalations, and
shew you what an amount of sickness and
death haye been prevented by Ghwinine—a

simple discavery, bat ane of mtease value.
Ooce more. Tt wos found that the steel
dust which was created by grndiog needles,
and which is inexpresibly mioute, filled the
wtmosphers, filled the eye and the o und
invariably caused convumption. Gavse veils
of the finest texture were tried, but all to ho
purpose.  No veil would prevent it from en-
tering the eye and the lungs, At last a
workmitn notices a child play with a mag-
et —dtawing the aoedles ad che ston! dust
after it——as we have all done in childhood.
The discovery is now made. A veil of fine
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magnetic wire is drawn over the face,—and
the air is straimed pure—all the dost of the
stegd being suracted pud held by the wirs,
and the labor of grinding needles is now hard-

I'\' more 1|Z|Il'__‘}.'ﬂ'ﬂl‘i than any other busimess,

1 have addueed these examples—they mighe
be greatly extended—and wonders, like those
achieved by the coton-gin and by vaccina-
tiog, might be dwelt upon slmest indefinielyy
—qot because they are of vourse new, but
il and intel=

because they shew you that
Vigenoe in the workshop are as valueble, and
buman family, as if
they were employed in writing folios.  One
single faect hrought une notice—ane single
phenomenon brought into view and its expla-
nation obtained, may be unimeasured in its re-
sults wpon the warld,  Usofulness and ro-
spectability come from the union of a good
heart and nn intelligent wind, and are 1o be
monapolized by we station or occuption.
Seck, then, to obtain these as your own.
While Seotland sends more of her sons 1o
College, in propartion to her population, than
any other country ; two of the New Eagland
States, Massachuseus and Connecticut, are

of as much use to




CULTIVATION OF MIND.

next 10 her in this respect, and all Now
Innd snd also Now York, fur before ber, in
giving their children the blesing of free
schools.  Wa feel shat thes: i
advance of any thing of the kir
of the earth, ry it the

ur institutions,  We

n odu-

ted community ¢ and that next w the reli-

vion of the Book of God, there
rd Iu tlh“it‘ lllvllln.ifln‘

manenee of our nstitotion,
Now the objoets 1o bo obtai
ting the mind, and for the sake of whick, I
am urging yvou fo cultivate yours.
To give you the power of fixi

any subject you wish, and | the aen-

Gion upan it s fang os you please,  This s
very important thing, and he who has aequir-
1-(! this power, hins done u t wark for him-
It ennnot be sequired without many
amd long effors.
2. T g% a0 the mind the sleeatary i
viplos of all that pertains w0 bfe: such o,
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the principles of science, of business, of poli-
tics, govermment, s and religion,

d. To give the mind precision of thoughts

4, To give you the power of using luns
guage and of defining what you mean bylS
such terms as we commonly use when
speak or think.

5. Tofill the mind with the materinls off
thought, such ns fuets which we read, observed
and hear.

6. To teach the mind where to go for i
fonnation,—that i, from what sources it g
draw.

7. To teach the mind how to take up
subjeet, investigate i, and drw eonclusions
on which you may rely,

B To cultivate the judgment as to whait
facts are worth presorving and what nro ape
plicable in proving or illustrating 4 particolas
subjoet.

9. To eultivate the memory so that the

You will think, perhaps, that 1 }ll." Taid
out the work of o life bere, and so | have in-
wnded 1o do : but il you will read these ob-
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jorts over again, § befieve you will say that
noone pf thess can be omi cultivating
el grvinyed s @ proper i You will pot
of coutse, hive all these objects specially be-
fore the mind whenever you exercis bt
they ate to be the paints b which you are 10
bring the mind in all its wand 5, and in o
cultivated mind these seversl points will un-
conscibusly Teoive nitention.

Perhaps this i wot just the place, but it
cannot be greatly out of place to say—that
in my estimagion, afi dis only looks 0 a far
higher and nobler object—which isto propare

that mind @ be the recepacle of light am
knowledge, the image of God, wnd the un-

seen glories of an Ewmal sae.  Io all my
contemplations of the mind, 1 logk upon it as
an Wnmortel existence, and that it is for that
state it is now 1o be discipline 1 prepared.
Edueation does not mean going 1o school du-
ring your boyhood, or going to Caollege in
youth, but it means the power to take your
aiiered ek eecauls it A inestrvos ! r
knowletlge and good impressions upon of

minds, a5 well a5 being self made Jappy.
To cultivate the iind, then, doss not mean
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to read much or little, 10 converse and to ab-
sorve, but to discipline it in all ways in your
power, You must not have narrow views on
this subject, or else I lose all my labor, - 1 do®
not expect that every one will discipline K
1 50 that be can observe and think as wells
as Franklin ;—but what then? Is this &

m

reason why you should net do what you can®
Neither eould Franklin reason like 1
Newion, and bring the upiverse nt his" foetsl
What then? Was this a reason why
should not do all he could

It is useless 10 wige you 1o any conrse
duty, were I 1o omit 0 point out o you thi
hiest methods of performing it. 1 am, there-
fore, now wishing 1o shew you what are the
Sourees of lwprovement,

1. The cultivation of the memory.

A man must be n Very acearate obsorvae )
aof limsell 10 be aware how little light we
have that is not reflected, and with which the
memory has not mueh o do.  Some are
afraid to culdvate this feulty, lest it make
the mind mechanical, while others feel that it
is of litde imponance.  But few things, how-
over, make o greater difference between one
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man and another than this, whether you have
n tppmory that is sirong o wenk.  Some will
eomplain that they have a very poor memory,
and undoubtedly thore is nawmlly o wide dif-
ferpnce betweon men in this respect 3 but i
you ever see . man who could not and did
not remember the evil—the thousapd thin

which ha had better forget i And is the

any fuculty more susceptible of cultivation
than this?  He who ean clearly remember an
argument which be has begnd or read, or the
volume and page where he bas soen a fact
steted, so that he bas it a1 his command ot 2))

times, has o treosure indeed,  But you may
edurate the memary wrong, as really as yuu

ean train u borse wrong,  You may feam it
1o he tenagious of somo things und fechle in
others j—thus you see men who are able
o remember and tell a story o thousand tmes,
and yet not be able to remember whether
they are telling it 1o you for the fist or the
thousapdth. time, Like the purse, more de-
pends upan what leaks out of the wind, than
wpon wher goes dn,  Hewhe could resvena-
ber every thing be learns which i worth re-
mombering, wnuh} shortly be a very intelli-
&
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gent wan, while he whose memory leaks out
ull that he reads or hears, will ever be loagy-
ing and yet never be wise. By proper el
forts, almost every e will bogin ety
in , may acqiire a powerful memory. o
know o scholar who is almost ansurpassed fog

sccuraey, who has scen the day when he

to look out & word in his Greek Lexioon
least fifty times before he could remembor i
Be earcful, in the eultivation of the mmo
o read and leam only that which you
to remember, because the more you pa
through & nddle-seive, the larger the bl
becoine, and the more will rn through.
the more you take into the mind with no d
sire op expoctation of retaini 1
you habitunte the memory to let things ese
It is bettor 10 get one new thought
overy day and make it fast so that it will sty
with you, than 10 bave hundreds pass into the
mind, and out of it ns soon. W ho wouldinet
rather have a small lamp in his hand dnsghe
dark pight—a lamp that burs steadilyy than
the most brillinot flashes of lightningwhich
ionally burst apon his ’)lih? Da
n, 1o strongthen the memory,
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1ill it becomes fike the Empire of China—the
receiver of all the silver that comes near it,
without letting any of it got awny again,

2. Reading.

There wre three kinds of reading.  First,
that which is designed for the discipline of
ol teiend,y dike the works of Stewart, Locke,
and Edwards,  Second, that which is de-
sirmed - for informotion, as politics, Listory,
travels, ond the works on the arts and
scienees,  Thind, swh as s foended for
sumsement only,—such as stories, novels and
the Tike. The yonng man does not need
wmmsement from reading.  He can pick up
flowers enough as ho passes along, without
planting & gardin on purpose 1o mise them,
The first objuct you need to secomplish, s to
discipline the mind.  The second & 1 store
ity—ar, as the bunters say, fisst put the rifle
in i wod then doad it carefilly,  On thosn
two points should the ey be fixed in all your
reading. I the selection of books, retncin.
ber that yowwant but fow at fisst.  Don't try
o sep how much, or how fast you can read,
but bow slowly, and how thoroughly you
enn make it your own, The distinguisherd
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Grimke says he was six months in reading n

-a'mgh volume of the size of Stewart on the

Mind, when he begun to read o renl advnn-

tage. The books which you need ane thoss

which have stood the test of time—such as

have been the mes

des of minds that bave gone before youl®
The young tnan who has tored Stewart, 8
Butle ogy, and Edwards on the Willy

has done a great work.  He may safely tumd
o history and begin 1o drink at inexhaostdble

fountains, Poetry—such as successive gen=l
erations have pronounced to be poetry, will
refine the taste, quicken the imaginution, and®
purify the feelings, But that world of light

reading, i the shape of perodicals withouts
merals, and novels without o 1 pray you
o shun. You can hurdly abuse the mind
more than 1o make it feed upon

It would shorly starve the most v

telleet, benumb the finest sensibilities of the

heart, and ereate a morbid appetite for fiction

the most improbable, adventures the most

marvelous  and unnatral, deeds the most

fisal-hardy, and scenes the most revalting 1o a

noble heart. 'To attempt o point out the
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books whieh you may nor read, by name,
world be like the plysician who, at the re-
quest of the indulgent parents, attempted to
preseribe what the eonvalescent paticnt might
not gat.  The list was formiduble

and: the physician thought it very complete,
Unfortunately it did nor contain  roasted
gonae, and 50 that was procured; eaten, and
the patient mived. . Better lay it down as a
principle that you will nor read, a1 least for
Youers $0 pomey any thing that cun wasie your
time without adding 1o the discipling of the
mind, or to your stack of informtion. 1 be-
liove n gingle volume read in the manner of
Grimbe, even if° it takes six months o read
it. would be wore voluahle thian six volumes
rend every week in the manner that Books
are 100 often homied aver,  You might try 1o
live upon the foating islands which Gl the
digh and sit so gracefully apon the top of the
Indy’s whip, but if you expected to strengih-
et the body or pregure the taste for ording
foad, you would be much disappointed.  The
food o which the swan foeods and which
mmnkes her 80 beautiful, so strome and so long-
lived, grows deep rr;'d.ll' botton of the elear

0
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mnning river, and she works hard 1o wrenol
W up from its mooriogs among the stones on
the hird bottom.

3. Conversation.

This is the most agreenble method of obe
taining knowledge ; and to a man with n dis
ciplined mind and a strong memory, a very
valuable one. Every man gives out his in-
formation in his own peculiar way, and wa

setate it with the looks, and the tones of
voice which accompany i, When you read
a book, if it so happens that you do not un=
derstand the auvthor, or if you wish some
point further illustrated, you have no redress,
But in conversation, you can nsk for explana-
tions, or for further and particular information,
To make conversation most valunble, you
need 10 associate with those whe have had
experience, who have been close ohservors off
men and things, and who have a good judg-
ment.  Oune houor rightly improved, in the so-
cioty of such a man, will be worth more 1o

you than many of solitary study. But it is
not from the learned, the great and the wise
oaly, that we can Jearn much. There i not
peobably & man living from whom you might
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wol obtnin lints on some subject or other,
thal would be voloable o you.  Walter
Seot declares that the most supid groom that
over took care of his horse could give him
hints thac ke poizad lighly. 1 bave myself
never yet mel the man of whom 1 could not
bear the sue testimony. But in order w
derive benefit from such men, you must ask
them many questions about things with which
they are acquainted, and lot then answer
them o their own way, My own mothod
bos buen 10 pscertns op what subject my
unmpuninn has hod the greapest expenence,
and then eivitly o0 ask bim questions il |
bave the rmesult of thmt exper You
sever nted be afraid of asking que s o=
vided. you do not beosch personul history 3
and let the guin be ever so cmull, still it is
gui,  Reeolleet that seraps of information
on any subjoot, will sometime or other como
into-yse.  Be assured alsa, that it ks ot ran-
dom cotversation which is 10 benefit you, any
wore than it s modom reading thag is veeful
Youwill nued 10 seloot men ns you do books,
and W the conversition into the desired
channel, just as you would turn 1o particular
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pagesof a book for such information as yon
noeded,  When you want information whiel
you eannot readily find, it would be well 1w
reflect who has the informution which yow
need, and bear it in mind when you meet thag!
individual,  You sre to spend, 1 will suppose;
a part or the whole of an ovening in the
company of an intelligent man.  You will be
a gainer to think beforehand what information
hie ean give you, and what questions you will
put 1o bim in ordes to elicit the information.
Tivos you will never lose the opportunity of
enlarging the boundaries of knowledge, and
of growing wise by the experienee of others.

4. Literary Associations.

In our cities and in almost every village in
our land, the y men are known as o dis~
tinet class, They bave some kind of literary
bond which brings them twogether.  In soma
instances they have Lecturers from abroad s
in others they diseuss such questions as are of
intorest at the time, and converning wiich they
can readily command information,  Tlhere
ought to be such a bond in every village' and
town.  They aught to have a pleasant, con-
venient and jnviting root—und 1o it, sttach-
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vl o Library that shall be cheice and grow-
wge 1 would bave the yoow smade suractive,
The meetings should not be formal.  One of
the maost plessant cluby of the kind 1 baye
eyer seen, was that of about twentyfive
young men whe tiad 1o mect e in py sudy
once @ week. The exercises were ull per-
jormed by themselyves,  Withows ap offiver,

a constitation, or rules of any kind, the

tings wern every thing that could he de-
sired, 1 never suw more mpid and monly
mprovemepl.. Had T the memonpdum of
the subjects upon which they wrote, 1 should
b tempged fo transeribe it In all such so-
cielics, thore should be oppormumity for the
pen and for oml diseussion.
which is gained thus by their own effons, is
not paly valuable in itsell, bur doubly valun-
ble inasm a8 it shiws bow and where 10
find it. It is very pluin that o derive the
mosy benetit from 4 public Lecture, the mind
cannot be oo well diseiplined, nor the memo-
ry loo tenpcious,

5, Observation and meditation,

You will be surprised, should you turn your
thoughts 1o the subject, 1o find bow many
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lhingl-lmrmd you remain unexpluined, sumn-
ply because you have not observed  them,
You go into a carpenter’s shop and take ap
liis squire. Ask any one of the half a dozen:
apprentices preseut, what those numercus fig=
ures an the square mean.  He eannot well you
—for he has only noticed that the square js
full of fignres. And yet they lie directly in
his line of business. A few minutes' study,
with the nid of his master, would teach it tol
lim ;—but he has never thought of ju  Sod
wo all do.  But there is no chameter, no svents
in nature of in providence which mway not ine
struet us, The habit of minutely observing
is of unspeaknble advantage to all, Then
the power of comparing, thinking, and reason-
ing will follow. 1f you would know precises
ly whaut I mean here, 1 would refer vou to thes
third volume of Franklin’s works, as a besuti=
ful illustration of the principle 1 am inculeat="
ing. Swdy also yourself, No one can study
his own mind and heart, and be o close solf
observer, without becoming acquainted with
his fellows, or, without ghining a reasonable
sharo of common-sense.
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6. The Sabbath is 6 wonderfid source of
infeflectunl improvement.
This s oue seventh part of life. 1 shall

not here spenk of it 8% 0 means of moval in-
provesent. L now speak only of the intel
lectuul benefits o be derived from ;
o 1B retum, you fay uside nil cares, anxic-
ties andd Inbors. . You give yoursell up to bo
improved by hearing, rea and thinking.
In twenty-pight years it is equivalont to a
Colloge course, so far ns fime is concerned.
¥What w world ppens before you on that day !
How the mind is elovated and enlarged by
looking at the moral history of the earth, m
the government of God, ot the |uﬂ‘ipm.::suf
the saul, and these mighty questions compar-
ed with which, the questions of carth are
nothing ! 1 would urge you lo have a course
of roading laid out for that day which is pe-
culior 1o the time, sud which is of a high or-
der. 1 would urge you 1o spend some of the
day in selfstody, and upou those great sul-
jeets to which 1 bave jost alluded.  The
wind i enlarged and strengthened by coming
in contact with great subjects. 1 would es-
pecially entreat you to be rogular wm the
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house'of God on every Sabbath, and to give
your best and your whole sttention 1o ‘the
preacher. 1 will suppoze that he is not intee-
esting : that he nover thunders nor lightenss
that lie never sturtles you by the novelty of =
Lis ideas, by the vividuess of his paintings, of 8
by the originality of his thoughts,  What
then ¢ You roceive an jmmense berefit, -
tellectually, by the habit of giving your at=
tention—of being able o lay your mind on:
the line in which his is traveling and 10 hold S
it there through the discourse. Were thers
no other pnss‘\bll: benelit in hearing preaching,
except that it increases the power of attens
tion, it would abundantly reward you for all
it costs. ‘The power of attention is one of
the most difficult things to be obtnined, and ¥
one of the most valuable when obtained. ..

7. The Seriptures are o mirhty source af 3
intellectunl improvement,

There bas nover yet been any thing to be
compared to the Bible for wrousing the intel-
lect. The country or the section af country
wiere it is most read, {s the most endighten-
ed ; and seldom do you find u constant read-
er of thiz book, who is not an enlightened
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win.  The books which infidels write,—the

wy of the wicked, and the seeting

aph i the weekly paper, are so many

st the power of the Bible w awak-

the intellect. The Shasters of Venda, the

epts of Confueivs, and the Komn of the

false prophet bave no wuch effict to call out

opposition, and strength, angument and ridi-

eule.  The Bible leaves no imtelleet with
ch it comes in econtact unmoved.

ms are 5o high and sweep ts story is

s0 overwhelmingly great, its laws are so rigid,
its morals o S0 pure 4od lofiy, and its pen-

alties are so awful, that when a man looks at
ity it seemy bke the ange) with the mill-sone
in his hond with which be is about to dush
the beholder in puin.  To say nothing about
its affects upon the heart—of which more
hereafier—aliors is notling thar will cultivate
the intellect like it. The views which you
pet-from It are eloar and distiact ; the knowl-
edgo of the buman churmeter which you there
alitai, @ earrect, awd the motives wnder
whieh you are hrought are the strongest that
canr pegelt the boeea soul.  Ler me com-
mend it toyou, then, as an intellectual com-
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panion, to be used daily. The bistory there,
is the oldest, the simplest and the truest ever
penned. The story there is inimitably beau-
tiful. The songs and the poetry are exquise
jfte. The language and the imagery are sof
_fiar superior 1o any thing human, that you feel§
fuirly sick whenever you take up the Apoory="
pha and see what men can do. A man with
gnod eyes could no more be brought into the
elear light of the sun, without seeing, than
you can bring your intellect into contact with?

the Bible without having thut intellect every S
way improved. It b 1o do with the
thoughts, and it will awaken them,

1 not but flatter myself that you would
like to have me advert to the disconragements
which you have to encounter in cultivatinge
your mind, 1 shall wention them Lriefly and
meet them as well as 1 me You will feel
then,

1. That i is a great work to cultivate the
mind,

It is true that it is n great work, but it is
not all 10 be dope at opee. It is not to be
you will learn every thing, nor
learn all you ever learn to-day.

1y .
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Suppase you were to attempt 1o walk vound
the earth—climb all the lofiy mountair
pass over alf the vivers. Wit o
And yet you bave to ake only one step at o
time to sccomplish it. IF you cannot w alk
twenty-five thousand miles in a day, possibly
vou can twenty-five—and this would carry
you round the world in less than three years,
1 recollect when w ehild of meeting with the
history of the world in wbour one hundred
and forty-five ar fifty small volumes, 1 wasal-
lowed 1o set mysell to read them through, on
condition, that T would read only =0 many
pages daily ; and 1 well recollect my amage-
ment on completing my work so soon. Do
something towands cultivating the mind, even
il it be tue fivds, every doy, and you cannot
fail of suecess. The reason why so many
uiterly peglect their intelleet is, what they
cannot sit down and make o business of it, as
2 man would nake o business of bullding 2

house,

2 You are poor,

This is no objection, for it s noding to
do with the guestion whether you slall have
a coltivated mind or not.  No ane is g0 poos
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in this country that he eannot buy, or berraw
all the books he needs—and he who can
get at books need not be ignorant.  Besides,
il you will gird on energy enough to cultivate
the mind, you will soon see ways by which
you can leave poverty behind, It is the
mind that commands the purse, and the mind
that sees openings, and if you will elevate
that, you will have no difficulty with your _
poverty, How seldom do you see a man
with a eultivated intellect who is very poor!
You need not a key of gold to open the tem-
ple of knowledge.

3. You have to follow a laborions eccupa-
tion.

Here, too, you over-rate the difficulty.
How few are there, who do not daily waste
scraps of time either in idleness or in sleep,
or in useless conversation!  Suppose by
close application, you could save only an houra
day,—hall an hour in the morning and half
un howr at night. Suppose you should read
five pages in fifteen minutes, which would be
very moderate reading. This would give
you over thirty-six volumes of two himdred
pages each, every year! By saving the
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5Py it s

fragments of time ftom sloth and
accomplish,

incredible how mueh you ey
You know we have in our State o laborious
blacksmith  who is almost self-tuught, and
wha, without hardly leaving his anvil for a
wuy, can now read over fifty different langu
ges—probably more than any other wmon in
the country. Lot me point you to another
example.  There s & seu-captain raised in
New England, who sils from New York.
Ho has beos o sea constantly sinee he was
ten yesrs pld.  Ho ¢ is not enly scquninted
with the popular languages of Europe,
French, Spwjigil, German, Danish and Dutch,
with some other minor dinlects, but is also a
seholer i Latw, Greck and Hebrew, Last
winter this * inbabitant of the mounwin bil-
low"” held & public debate, foor differcot eve-
wings in the city of Rottardam, in the French
and Germoan fanguages, with a learmed (Jew)
Professor of Lapgonges on thy Divinity of
the New Testupent and Jesus Christ the
Messiah of God “the end of the law for
rightpousness 1o all that believe,”  "The Old
"Pestament was reard in its ariginn {unguage ;

the Newe Testameonl was rend in Greek =
20
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while the fidelity of the Protestant interpreta-
tion was shewn from the Prophbecies in six
different languages. The Professor acknowls
edged to the American Captains, “ Your
eountryman, the Captain, is better acquinted
with the Old Testament than any man 1 ever
eonversed with ; amd hes knowledge of the
Books of Mases, with the customs of our peo-
ple, is scarcely equalled by any Jew in Hot-
tordam.  Really, there are some things that
he i better acquainted with, (having seen
them practiced on the const of Africa by the
Jews) which the lnws of Holland, and indeed
of olt chistian Farope, md our sense of de-
eency, will not permit us o pretice.” It
was the report among the common Jews that
“the Captain was a Jew.”  The Captais
weekly auends, incloding English and the
Synagogues, the worship of God in five dif
ferent languages in this eity. Ho says 1
attend the Syaagague to hear theie new Ges-
man Reader, as an American or Englishman
canmot read Hebrew with any probable de-
gree of its original pronunciation.”  He'was
wsked what indueed him to atiempt an ac-
quaintance with the Greek and Hebrew.
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He answered, “ when young, my mind was
seripusly impressed with the import nnd  #ub-
limity of the Christian re bt my
knowledge and hit in astronomy made me
askeptic in its reality and diviniy
to all the internal evidence that forced isell
on my soul, in eonvietion of sin, or joy of re-
demption, My mind was continually crowd-
ed by, ‘it is impossible that God would
take upan himsell the likeness of buman fesh
to muke an atonement for such a contempti-
ble pebble as this, the most inferior of all
planets, (except the moou) when he is the
adorable Creator of

contrary

umerable worlds of

splendor, that excel glory and magnitude
our very sun !’ 1 doubted all intorpretations,
und external evidence of overy kind, 1 dared
not venture upon. 1 was resolved to attempt
the Greek. 1 surmounted its difficulties w0
my peace and satisfaction, Then 1 grappled
Hebrew as for life and death, until 1 under-
stood it sufficiently to the removal of all my
doubts, and establishment in the fullest confi-
dence'in the Divine Mission of Him who em-
phatically elaims the appellation of Christ the
Son of God, the Saviour of the world.”
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4. You have no reacher.

I reply to this difficulty that @ teacher is
not necessary.  Every edueated mind will
tell you that the most valuable pans of his
education were those which he acquired
alone ; and the most valuable discovers
ies have been such as have been made
alone without aid,  Selftaught wen bave
ever rmisen high in chamcter and influ-
ence. It is of very litte consequence
where you begin, or upon what you begin,
compared with the question, will you begin?
Will you apply your own powers, bend your
own energies 10 the work of self-improve-
ment, and use such opportunities a8 you may
have 1o pursue this work #  IF you will, you
will not long lument the want of a teacher,
I once had a young man come a long dis
mnee to see me, to ask how he might im=
prove himself, He said his ecarly education
had been neglected, he being an orphan.
His business occupied him from the hour of
breakfast till evening, and frequently till ten
o'clock. 1 gave him such hints as 1 thought
be nevded. Mo roturned home, Gxed Bim a
simple desk in his oom at which be coold
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stand, with light, pen and paper. o now
rises 5o early that he daily gets two hours of
close study before breakfist. The whole ex-
pense of his * fitting up” did not cost o dol-
lar; he does no less business; and il he
lives, I bave no doubt he will so far surmount
the difficulties of having 0o teacher and no
early advantages, that ko will make an fotelli-
gent and most valuable character. So 1
would say to all.  If the san is up before
you have begun the day’s wark of mental im-

provement, you bave no mare time to lose,
Begin at once, and be diligent horeafter.  1f
your sword is short, let it be seen that you
ean remedy the difficulty by taking a step

forward, Do not lose any time in mourning

over lost opportunities.
5. You have but ovdinary talents,
Be it so. They will gain the more by
cultivation. It is pot genius that overcon

diffieulties and surmounts the obstacles which
the path of knowledge, but it is appli-

cation and perseverance.  These are of more
vilue than any amount of genius. If you
have good common sense enough to do your
duty in your station, you have what may ena-
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ble you o to improve the mind that your
happiness and
creased, Wh

fulness will be greatly $a-

il you do not become a Ba-
You

S or a Lock

y become a wise,
an inmelligent, a happy and a useful man,
Lay it down as an cternal truth, that no diffi-
culties which arise from outward eircumstan-

nd before a cool determination o

excel iv what is good and praise-worthy.
Finally, remember that God helps those who
try 1o help themsel

:—that he loves to see

his ereatures seeking knowledge, and that it is

one of his choicest promises that the sinner

s him, shall be renewed in knownd-
wlge, afier the wmage of God.,  He will smils

who se

upon every attempt, and bless ey ry effort,
css, nnd il
to dream away life in shg-
gishness, to grow up a mere g

on with sue

and crown e

exer

now, you choos

mal, 1o neg-
Ibet the immortal mind within you, the folly
will be visited upon your own head.
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BELP-GOVERNMENT AND THE HEART

Coxrenre.—The benthen's view of selfgovernment
What js esential to enjoyment.  Extent of the
power which we may obtain over cursclves. Story
of the French phitosopher. The schoolmaster st
Caire. The three wssistante. Curicus aneedote of
Jeremiah Fiath, Wilborfores and the State paper

§ - 1) Government of the

bad’ habit noted. Grest toachers. Dr.

antrol wpli

ron spoon. Madame de Geuolis nnd
) Government of the thoughts.

g your feel-

Tox meanr,

eon-

The

Trials and disp-
k to know yourself
nility of boart. Have a

Threo aide
liberal heart

Yov would pronounce that man a fool,
who should purchase a present, ived
pleasure, at the expense of all his property,

or of wesks and months of pain and sorrow.
And yet this is what multitudes are constant-
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nted  certain bodily
h il governed wisely
y were created,

wpiness, but which if

, will in-

v, and will

1 the g him below

tion. * He tl th his spirit, is bettor

“ It is a shame,™

)

those en-

than he t

5 an

a man o
tertainments appetites that are stronger
n the brates than in him.  They have not

only a quicker relish of their pleasures, but

they enjoy them without either scandal or re-

morse, I sensuality were ippiness, beasts

were happier than men : but human felicity is
lodged in the soul, not in the flesh. The

most miserable mo

are they, that deliver
or to their

themselves up w their palat

lusts,

o pleasure is short, and 1ums short-

ther shame
brutal entertainment
ce his felicity

ly nauseous, and the end of i

or repentance. It is

and not woriliy of a man to

in the service of his senses. A horse con-
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tents Timsell with one me

153 b

i enough for

s e wds more vasiety

the litde

1 while we are alive, and our he

so much oor tombs, tl man might wr

our epitaph gver A volupty-

1, NOT @

.-.-1

vus person can be neither a

good pa ar o goodl frieg

What the poor heathen dy

mobomted also by the word of God

They that live in ple

live"

ry

one wishes,—and the wish 15 rghe

the question, unles

copsienes g

und the

i own masler.
in your lot and «

fulfil the duties wh

ect 1o be happy. Contentment w

I
Af-commaund., By conter I do no
mean apathy or sl hmess, but o cheertul-
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to make the bed.  The same observation was

made on the morrow by the

she ngain made some excuse, in a coole

manner than before. On the third day, he

said to her. * You have not ye
bed
resolution on the nuhjm|. or you probably
found it f; all, it is of

to accustom

you have, apparently come to som

d you. But afie

0o greal consaquence, os | be

as it ig!" She thr

mysell to herseli at

his fect and avowed the whole plan w him.

I do not know whether Abauret was a chris-

tian or pot. It i possible for perbaps one

man in a million to subdue his temper thus,

ait the aid of the Gospel ; but awirh it
aid, it is pessible for every one to do it
Stephen Shaltz mentions & school-master in

Caira, who kept a large and t

ints
Pa-

even a school-master may bt
entira command over hinsell,
lustrption of the nid derved from these three
assistants gmay be found in the memairs of

Flatt, a teac

¢ in Stuttgard, Germany. This
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instruetion,  The bay rem: m the simo

impudsat posture, but 1 beeded lim oot
Afier school 1 salled it to mo, and wean
while 1 prayed, bofore be came, for wivlom
and meokoess,  ¥o cumo up in o1 de

woanner; dhutting the doar after him wit

“ Why dosyou slam the door two?" |
kil

*1 did pot slam it he answerced inso-
lently,

“ Indoed you did slam it," said L

< No 1 didd pov sham it 16"

| now went up to lim, ok him by the
Land and usked lim in o mild woe,

% Do you know, my son, whom you offend,

st e

and peainst whom you sin?  Not
di you sin, who have never done yon harm !
Roflect,. Why do you do thus 1" The boy's
heart was broken: ho b

to weep and
with aobs uwsked oy purdon for his wickmd
conduet,

‘0 hnd," indus=
ironsly to provoke you by disob, ¢, il
vou shoald strike me. This | supposed
would pain you more than it would me, |1

‘Jl.

gail he, * resolved 1o
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was quite surphsed.  He had not slept, be
told me: his eonduet yestorduy pro yer upon

his mind, and lie begred mo once more with
nll his Beart not g0 withdraw my former love
from him, He could not comprebend how
he could yestorday have formed such o
shamefsl porpese, bor that he coold assore
me, that bes should have adbered obstinately
o bis purpose, notwithetanding any punish-
ment which might have been inflicted, but
my love and meekness bad so affected bim
that he could not v

thetand thein: 1 must
| tell Fim how it was possible for me to bear
| such wunton provocatiop with so much pa- |
1 1

ea? Upon this 1 answered him ;—

“ Dear ehild, this 1 cannot tell you ex-
actly, 1 would, however, express it briefly
thus: =1 have

civeld forgiveoess from
the Lord, therefore 1 ean forgive you”
This story was related Ly old Je
Flatt, tnd he added,

“Fhoe boy, from that time was my best
soholut, and lives still at Stottgard, us o
peetable it

The true seeret of that command which
w had avained over himeel{) i undonbted-

miihy
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is w0 defence against it, so we are tempted w
use it for doing burt.  Some writers think we
do more hort, and commit more sin with it
than in all other ways. However this may
b, we know that the unpardonable sin—that
which huth never forgiveness—is the sin of
the tongue: that the man who can bridle 1||='
tongue is pmuoum:ml to be *a perfect man,’

and that the mllgnn of the man whe cannot
govern his tangue, s declared 10 be “in
vain.,”  What a sweet instrument is the hu-
man voice when used in conversation to en-
lighten, to instruct and to make bappy! And
when perverted, what an instrament of evil !
There is not on carth & more Joathsome sight
than the honey-comb, when corrupted and in-
habited by the moth, Let me urge you o
plant yoursell against the temptation to evil
speaking, like o rock. Tt will provent your
saying many brilliant and keen things, it may
b i—it will prevent your displaying the
kentiness with which you ean look into and
disseet charcter, it may be ;—but remember,
that your keen and brilliant things are =0 ma-
uy barbed dars aimed at the bosoms of your
fellow-sinners, and that as o the dissecting
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progess, God never intended that living sien
should b dissceted. It imig
see the muscles and fbres better, and it may

it enable you o

ions of the heart; but it costs

be, the puls
too much pain.  Besides, you muy be assur-
od, that the same measure will e meted
back again to yon, and that he who indulges
himself m the babit of evil speakimg, will

pay him back in the same coir

hawe ¢
And here let me
to which young men, at some period of thisie

ay o word on a babit

=

at danger of falling—I refor

youth, are in g
to that of profume sweoring., This is u sin

inta which the human heart loves o plunge,

It is the notural language of the old serpent,
All the heathen world are, and ever have
been, awfully profane.  When a heathen be=
gins 1o spesk onr kangoage, be beging in onths
und blasphemies. It is not merely that we
parrot does, bat we
love the sin.  Fishermen will ell you that
they must carefully bait their hooks—mwith
one kind of bait for one kind of fish, and an-
ind when a fish bites at
they call him a fool indecd.
il the naked

eatch the sounds

other fior apothor

the naked hool

swearer hine

But the prot:
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Satan

3 groodd

Ponses

mare love of
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tasting s une

| open sopulchre, a

| wormn ol

longe—and

rain fire

| horrible tenpest o

that vom mesn o
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freely. Foolish, vain, and wicked conversa-

tion,—10 say nothing of that which is indeli-
cale—is a besetting sin of young men : but a
single word * fitly spoke like apples of

gold in pictures of silver.,”” A single word
may wound, and you should be as prompt 1o
heal as you are to wound. Dr. Mason was
once rr:lur!’li{lj" from @ visit to some feeble
chusches, before the days of 1-hoats,
He waveled on horseback, and smong the
mountains ut the bouse of a poor woman
somo bread and milk with an iron spoon.
On reaching home, and being asked how he
fared, he humorously mentioned this meal,
The story soon got back over among the
hills, 1o his hostess, who meckly said, that
she was sorry the Doctor should make him-
eelf merey with her hospitalivg ;—that if she
had owned o silver spoon he should have had
ity but as it was,

L

e gave him the best she
had in the world.” On leaming this, Dr.
Mason felt that he had done weong, and ect-
ually rode fifiy miles on harseback to ask the

aood woman's pardon !
The power of  soft answer to tum aw ny
wrath was known as carly as the davs of Gid-
2
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3

wvon s and @ will never lose

power. You will never re oY TE-

AF whin provoked, and having

stminpd  yor
Ilike as to pa rsonal af-

v Madame de Genlis was resid-

55 by a

beon o Gr
front. W
Berlin, at the time whon her fune was

sy oxtensive, she say

— My saloon had

r into my chamber,

two doors ; one opening

ate stair-

and the other condocting to & pri

case descending to the court: on the plat-

form of this staircase was a door op)

mine, belonging 1o the apartments of o

dispasi-

This man was of n savage

wd pever henise,

; uny one in
iiful

me one had given me two pots of b

hyneinthe. At night T pl

al them on this

loor und my

platform |

n my ni

own, In the moming I went to take them

agnin ahd had the disagreeable surprise 1o sbe

my beautiful hyacinths cut into pieces and

held them.

seattered around the pots whie

e 1l or was the

I easily g

en exeited 1o

o g French

of this deed, who

itless, notwithst
, by the libels which were pllll]i“fird
the affair 10 be

agunst e, wishii
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known, | did oot ask mare ow freun the
3 me these: but direct

. Havi

ed them in the pots, I attached 10

porson. who had  giv

ol a servant o buy me =

n slip of paper, on which 1 wrot
wonds: # Deatroy my works, if you
respect the warks of God.” At night T pla-
I

i sov what hoad been

epd them on the platform,—in the maomi
went with

their fate, and saw with grear pl re that
some one had been content with simply wa-
tering them. I earried them immedintely in-

to the guloon, and plaging them on the (bl

were attached to them

pereeived that th

twir silk st
nelinn ring."

2, Selfcontral implics that youw can govern
your though
To be able o fo

that yo
your thoughts requires two thin,
are able to command your attention, so that
il you fix your though

n discourse whicl

are peading

off on other tings.  Multitudes, who

y shall atay there, and not wan-

would feel almost offended 1o be wld thae
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I they had little or no self-control, are unahble
| 10 follow u discourse through, or to read a
chapter through—without baving the auen-
tion lost or the thoughts lost. The second

thing implied is, that you have the power to
turn your thoughts off from any channel in
| which they incline 1o roam, and hold them
fixed on whatever vou please. You know

how the imagination loves fo romn, sometimes
h are useless, and sometimes
y sinful.  But

this noed not be: and if you do your duty to

on objects whi

on those which are positivel

yourself you will acquire the control over
them %o as 1o be their master.
3. Sell-control implies that you can govern

your feelings.

Some few are of a placid, even tempern-
mve no excitement that throws h

es them.  But 1

most men govern their feelings and temper
only by decided, and frequently by long ef-
forts, and long after they have o far subdued
themselves that no visible marks of angér or

irfitation are seen, the fires mge and glow, ‘1
pent up within, Now you have not arrived

at the pont de

red, tll you can so far con-

—A
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s will be no emo-

ngs that the

tions of anger or irritability within the bre
Not anly do you want to contrul the fist 5o
that it will pot strike; und the wnge so that
it will not break out in imprecations and
wrath, and the countenance so that it will not
fires were about to burst

flush up as i th
through,—but you want to control you
that the feelings do not become angered, o
1in the least.  And this can be done.
of men, oaturall
vit.  To have wi

vy very irritable,

have do htof chamoter,

to have influence among men, to
in your home, and peace in your own bosom,
you need to attain to this state,

One word more, on the subject of keeping
the thoughts pure.  The command of
pep thysell pure.”  Sin

prace

the

Gad of heaven is
is o the thoughts, and & man always
hts,

be

acts his sin over many times in the th
hefore the sin is acted out. The nnnals of
elemity alone can tell the amount of the guili
of the sin of impurity.  Whai think you must
bis the woes,—the tears of fathers and of wil-
owed « mothers—the  heart-breaki

ruined, which take place every |
.z."}.

of  the

ar i this
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|. land, to supply the place of thirty thousand
who annually die, ahandoned of man and of
God! What must by the curse of God wpon
man for this sin, when you read such facts a5 |

these: that France publicly abrogated the

I seyenth commandment with the other nipe,

| and the year following there were eight bun-

and murders m the

dred and geven sui
single city of Paris; that within eightesn
months, there were over twenty thousand di-
und |

vorces in that heaven-forsaken kingdon

that in the space of ten years, it is computed,

three millions perished by vicleace W that
land of lust and infidelity ! 1 ask that young 9
1 who allows himself to speak or to think

(I

lightly of female virtue, 1o reflect on the un-

manly, contemptible and dastardly position

"

which he places himyelf, Woman was coms i
mitted 0 win to be protected, and w be .I'l
goarded, because she needs a protector—is i [
manly to think of her with lightmess becanse

she is weak ¥ Is it not contemptible 1o think
lightly of female virtwe, when your face \.
nnu]rl glow with mdignation should the wir-
e of your mother or your own sister be
questioned 2 Is it not dastardly to do the

Sy
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virtnous and the good that injustice in your
thoughts which the tongue would not dare w0
lispt Lot me say un-equ]rnt-nil_» and dis-
tinctly, that woman is by nature, and by her
training (oo, vastly more pure than is man;
and you do her awful injustice to place ber
on a level with yoursell in this respect; and
the young man who can degrade Mimsell so
far as to speak or to think lightly of her, has
taken many descending steps in company
with that spirit, which, in the emphatic
langunge of God, is called an # unclean
spirit”

As to the yweanr,—the first part of knowl-
+ is 1o know that is deoeitfol above all
things, Every man deceives his fellows and
puts the best of his eharacter on the outside,
But we deceive ourselves more than we do
others. Wy have favlts of which we am ig-
nomni—many and great. We have others
of which we have suspicions that they are
ours, but we disclaim the relationship, We
excuse, palliate and diminish others,—and we
flatter ourselves that even what we must see,
are unknown to others (—when the fact is,
that all about us read vs and see through us,

ed
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not anly better than we suspect; but bettes
than we do ours I ennnot EXpress my-
sell Better bere than to quote the mey lan-
guage of Jeremy Taylor, * Although 1 ¢an
say pothing
things to say, il the
ted e, 1o represent the falsenoss and the

vater, yer | had many more

e would have permit=

baseness of the beart, 1. We are false our-
selves and dore not trust God. 2. We love
to be deceived aod are SOETY il we be told
so. 3. We love to seem viruous and yel

hate to be so. 4. We are meluncholic and

impationt and we koow not why. 5. We
are troubled at litde things and are careless of
greater. G. We are overjoyed at a pesty

accident, and desp
sures. 7. Wo be

at and eternal pleas
things not far th
nts, but as they
sefve our turm, bo they true or fulse, 8, We

reasons and proper arg

long extremely for things that are forbidden
d what we despise when it is permitged

us, we snateh ot greedily when it is raken
We love ourselves more than
and yer we eat poisan daily
and feed upon toads and vipers, and nowrsh
our deadly enemies in our bosoms, and will

fmnl s,

we love
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not be brought to quit them ; but brag of our
shame, and are ashamed of nothing but vir-
e, which is most honorable. 10. We frear
to die, and yet use all the means we ran to
miake death terrible and dangerous, 11, We
are busy in the faults of others and negligent
of our own. 12, We live the life of spies,
striving 10 know others and to be unknown
ourselves. 13, We worship and flatter same
| men and some things, becanse we fear them,
j not because we love them, 14, We are am-
hitious of greatness and covetous of wealth,
and all that we get by it is, that we are more
beautifully tempted ; and a troop of clients
om0 w8 o pool, which st they wone -
bie, and then draw dry. 15, We make our- '
selves unsafe by committing wickedness, then
add more wickedness to make ourselves safe
antd beyond punishment. 16, We are more
supvile for one courtesy that we hope for,
than for twenty that we have received. 17.
We entertain certain slanderers, and without
| choice spread their calumnies ; and we hug
fatterers, and know they abuse us.  And if 1
should gather the abuse, and impieties and
deceptions of the heart, us Chrysippus did
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the omcular lies of Apollo oo a fable, I fear
ﬂmy would secm remediless, and beyond the
cure anidl watehful wion.  Indeed
they are great and many ; but the
God is greater: and if iniquity aboun
doth grace superabound, and that is our com-
fort and our medicine, which we must use.

sg of n

1. Let us wateh our heart at every tun.
Deny it all its desires thar do not di-
, end

in Godliness. At no hand be indulgent to its

rectly or indircetly, or by eonseque

fondness and poovish appriites.
3. Let us suspeet it as an ene
4. Trust not to it in snything
5. But beg the gree of God with perpets

o, that he would le

val and importonate pray

pleased 1o hiring good our of these evils ; and
that ho would throw the salotary wood of the
cross, the merits of Christ's death and  pas-
ston, into these salt waters and make them
healthful and plepsant. For without great
watchfulness and eamest devotion, and 8
prodent guide, wo shall find that truesin a
gpifitual sepse, which Plutarch affirmed of a
man's body in the natrsl @ that of desd bulls,
arise bees ; from the carcasses of hosses, hor-
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neds are prodoced ; but the body of man
brings farth e 5. Our bearts wallowing
in their own patural and acquired cormptions
will produce nothing but fssues of hell, and
images of the old serpent the devil, for whom
is promised the everlusting birning.”

Let me urge the young man fo cultivate
his conseience, i

I need pot stop 1o define what 1 mean by
conscience.  We all have it, and 1t de-

tl

cides constantly upon our actions, thoughts,
and feelings.  But it ean be edueated wrong
in two ways—lirst by neglesting 1o hear jis
adwonitions.  1f the ear be quick, you can
hear the ehidings of conscience whenever you

do wrong; but it has well been compared o
an alarm eloek, which you set to awake you
in the moming.  IF you heed it promptly the
clock will always awake you at the right mo-
mont 3 ot if you negleet it and refuse o rise
atits call u fow times, you will shortly slesp

on notwithstanding its striking,  This negleet
of the canseience is called hardening it—be-

il less

canse the sal grows numb and less
susceplible to its voice. To cultivate it you

must never knowi or deliberutely nes-
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its admonitions. You know
that the child of virtuous and religious pas
rents, if he becomes wicked, vaually goes
that he
it e oughi

L

be, and he ressis the eulls of

conscience with a determined spirit.

the canscien

Ancther way in whi

edu

ted wrong, 1s by not having

proper
standard by which to form it. Even good
men often sin in this way, John Newton
went out as the captain of a slave-ship, seve-
ral voyuges, after he became a Chinstian z—
oot that he went egainst his conscience, for
he says he never bad a doubt all this time,
but that the business was becoming a Chris-

Latr,

s truth was, his conscience was not
enlightened by a proper standard, Saul of
Tarsus tells us that he verily

ought he
ought to persecute Jesus Christ.  Surely he

did not go ag

mst his conseience while doing
what he verily thought he onghe to do. But
hig conse

was educated wrong, What

then is the 5

and the means of e
ting the conscience ¢ 1 merely say here, the
Bible, the Bible, That »ill enlighten, guide,
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stimnlate, and edueate the conscience.  You
must do Aght—I do not mean simply to do
justly—but do your duty at all times, under
all ciroumstances and at any hazard. Do
ing the prevalence of the cholem, a young

physician called on his father for advice.
His case was this. Just before the breaking
out of the elfilera, be had been appainted by

the eity-government us o physician in one of

ls,  He was now ordered to go in-

the hosy
to that w
cholera  patients, and stay there day and
night.  What should he do? Shall he re-
sign hig post, ot go oo what was alinost cer-
h?  His father was a clergyman.
He calmly replied, “ my son, if .you go into

) was exclusively devoted o

tain

that hospital, 1 think it alimost eertain that

von will take the dise and most likely

your life will be the price
1w go. You accepred this appoinunent with
the understanding that you wers 1o flfill your
duties.  The providence of God has made it

but 1 advise you

vour duty to go there and do all in vour

power to allevinte mise 1 shall bear yon

on my heart every Imur in prayer; but you
& would

and 1 must do our duty. Consei
23




ive you ce should you now tum
Sueh was the advice of the father.

he wrong ln a few

day
I 1 holern
1 il 1 1
1 V DuEsi W I
on In profession
i the G i o
(ERT w0t on i
sprok 1 wen, but rdly a
fail 1o condemn L i
t do 1’ 1 i
il ¥ hom |
I 1 I k 15
[ ra 1 1 the Bil
vani
Sche heart I i

1: ond
the cup

1 single

this wise

nnlnents come
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prove powerful —will not losscs and erosses
mees bim,—will pot the gave call him 10
mourning, and  sickoess waste away  his
steangthe ¢ And is he oot o bo tald that the
duys of darkness will coms and that they will

be many § As well might the youny sailor

neglect o prepare for the storms, the winds

and the raging of the deep ns he passes round
Cape Hom, hecnusy it i fair ind unelouded
sun-shing to-dny.,  When these disappoint-
ments and sorrows do come, you must be
propared 1o bow 10 the will of Heaven,—anot
bepause 3t must be so, and you cansot help
it, but hecanse n Being wise and  boly sits at
the load of e universe, aod divects afl
things for the best. It is one of the highest
gifis of christianity that she can moko wen
cantented in whatsoover state they are: and
this she ean and will do for you, il yon seck
b i When you ha

+ hrought your heart
s that it will pot ream in forbidden paths,—
when you can s
which God has g
aigs i 10 you—when you ean wuly say you
wre contented in your lot,—that you can bear
wiiat i duid upan you—~—then you are fineps

¢ thar you covet nothing

n to others while he de-
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ed to be happy. You bave built your lappi-

ness gn something that will pot Taid you.
Seek to know yourself,
A pnn will most assured

regard to his powers of

d i
i—his nitain-

¢ be dect

ments, his standing among men, and especial-
Iy his moral ¢
sell very closely. Thero are three methods
by which you way be sided 1o koow yow-
self.

(1) By sellexamination : i. e sitting
down alone frequently,—and it ought to be

racter, unless he studies him-

done every evening—and reviewing  your
thme, your labors, your conversation, yout

thoughtz amd  feelic Books have been

written 1o nid you to know yourself, but one
hour of faithful
many hours of re
hook hew 1o do a thing 1 not

min can §it down and review

fexpmination is better than

o course of eonduct, and can weigh himsslf
with a good degree of acyy il he will do
it 1 know that it i an irksome duty,snd
simply because it is unpleasapt to have our
good opinion of ourselves abated. Buoeit is a
wedicine wost wseful to be twhen ofteg.
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(2) You may beaided to know yourself
by teading. History and b phy are, or
should be o statement of facts, shewing how
men have done and agted in such and such
tircumstances,  As you read, you always de-
cido most prompily whether this and that ac-
tion or character was right.  You thus leam
how men have acted and how they ought 10
act.  The result is, that you know how you
ought to set. This will give you what we
cull an enlightened conscience. Especially
will the ward of God give you a knowledge
of yoursell which is full and accurate. If
you had a glass e which you could look
and gee your mind and heart, conscienco and
feelings, it would be all that you need 1o
make you know yoursell, Such a mirror is
in your hands ; and the man who daily looks
into jt, knows himself,—hecomes a balanced,
humble man,—for © the spirit quickeneth,”

(3.) You may be especially aided to know
yourself by prayer. All the light we have
comes from above ; and He who has created
the spirit within ws, who knows its wants,
trials and temptations, bas offered o interpose
and stand between us and dangers, on the

P o
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pow have had i If you had neglected no

opportutity (o rective or W do pood, what
ve done for yoursell and

might you not
others!| In looking back even upon the
, and upon
your present habits and tastes, and upon the

short space which you call )

future, 15 there not cause of hur
Cultivate liberality of heart.
In a former chapter I urged you to prac-

tice economy—not that you might become
covetous, but that you might become liberal,
We are all brothren, and God has made it
our duty to consid
brother,—and the law is, do good according

er every buman being a

1o your opportunity and ability. It is a part
of our moral diseipline to see what we will do
with our talents, our time, our faculties, and
our property ; and for them all must we give
an account. If you give to the poor, you
lend w0 the Lord: if you do so much for
Christ’s kingdom as to give a cup of walery
w will be rewarded. Some confing all
their ¢harities to aid in relieving the bedies of
men, and these, in their place, do good§ but
for one, s 1 feel that the immortal mind is
immessurably superior to the body, and, as I
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um sure that if & man has bis mind propedy
enlightened, and his heart made holy, he will
himself ke caro of the body,—so, | feel that
v had

er go in

the greater part of eha
that channel. S

1 chide you for d

Terently,

are 50 many poor sround you ; but do they

refloct that were the mind and the heart neg-
lected, and our charities to be confined to the
body, the poor would shortly be increased
tenfold 3 Begi

s, however small that income may

enrly to devote a port of

w charity, and you may feel et

n the rght method to have
L. Gox

ns 10 his crestures.

have

] i never lo

YOUT TCANS  inered:

under ohligs
Whi

tivation of vour |

much 15 5 and taught on the cul-

son, of vour manners,

your habits, and your inte 100

litele is said about the

eart,  But you miglt

have the beauty of an angel, and the 1

of a Chesterfield, and the intellect of the
mightiest of the fallen spirits, but if the heant

tre moglected, you @b & cumse to yoursel

to others.  The glory of the gremt God is not
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that he is mighty,—that he is great,—that he
is all knowledge, bt th
that the whal
No love

unless it be founded upon your possessing a

he has such a hears

universe ought to love him.

an long

remain centered UpOn you

good heart. It is the foundation of charme-
tor,—and of all that is lovely, It fits you to
live and do good here, and your ctemity de-
art with all
for out of it are the issues of life.”
sh,—knowledge shall
vanish away, but the fruits which r

pends upon it.  * Keep thy |

i

Beauty of

arth will pe
e in A

good heart will be eternal in theie duration,

and etemal in their advancem,

te perfee-

thon,




CHAPTE IX.

RELIGIOUS VIEWS

Conrests —Dilemma o Adbnin:

M

rewuits

Surrose a man deny that thete is a

such a man wicked,—

Invarinbly you fi

thar ho wishes

wat may, therefore, ©

’ there may be no God. | oever hennd of

h an one wha moumed because he had no

r because (fie un

e fd no keeper.
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He hopes, of course, that il there be no God,
there will be no punishment of sin, and no
misery aftor this life has closad.

10 be that there is no God, s

eame here and are kept here by

without any cs und that we ¢

sume way, 1 wish o ask o simple  ques-
tion, Can any man prove 1o me that chanee
will not continue him in life forever, or that it
will not make him wretched too? If you
cgme It being by chanee, or without any
couse, M 1 not find and wo, a%

well a5 existence, forever ? What then do

i by the poor supposition, tha if there
e no God, you be anpihilated 3  Athe.
wwm can insure nejther annihilation at death,
nor freedom from misery aller death,

There is no cluss of men so mwueh in dans
ger of being tinctured with infidelity, as
voung mon. You would be amazed to see
an old, white-headed man, just dropping into
the grave, avow himsell an infidel ; you
would be shocked to hear a child do it and
you would be disgusted to hear it from the
lips of o young lady cluiming to he respecta-
ble. Bui young men, in the hey-day of
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vouth, when in the fust

a o tho

L am happy 1o

o I

;oang yol here are

men of mind and

ta have wone

now second or

ing to do away all

rehes, the m v, and make

the ¢
nation of Athpists.

sermitted on

"\||r|'|-llr|<':}; to D s
ears of all in the we
with the repart.  Yeltsire
pared a naticn to become
things were ready
“The National Assem!
ineui

ed & Committes t

there w
Commitiies

T

Siherly on earth wi
boe a God in
aught not 1o b
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that death is an eternal sleep.  The Assem-
bly ‘adopted the report, nholished the Sab-
bath, burnt Bible, instituted the decade,
and ordeined the worship of the Goddes of
Liberty in the person of a vile woman, But the
consequenees were too terrible to be endured,
It convered the most polished nation of Eu-
rope into a nation of fends and furies, and
the theatre of voluptuous refinement into a
stall of blood. ‘The mighty mind who gov-

erns the universe,—whose being they bad de-

nied, whose word they burnt, whosa wor-
ship they had abolished, whose protection
they denied, withdrew lis pmtection and
gave them up; and with the ferocity of fam-
ished tigers, they fastened on each other's
throats, and commenced the work of death,
till quickly few wero left alive to tell the tale
of woe, And yet this dreadful experiment Infi-
dels would repeat upon us. The entire cormpb-
orpting action of the government of God, with
all its satellite instiwtions, they would ahol
ish, to let in upon society, in wrath without
mixture and without measure, the impatient
depravity of man, The family—the founda-
tion of the political edifice, the mathodiser of




wing of its
The fami-

ly—the sanctusry of prare

foctions, where the help find

—the wrotched apathy,—a

undying  afection, wl

live 1o love, and pray,

would dishand and deseer

ily—thot scliool of indelible

sions anil of nextit

verdant spot in i

whicht memory linge

tion which holds b

last str [ overy other cab

these political Vo

The fire on its

cold hand of death they would place
warm beatings of ity heart,—to substitut

vagraney of desire, the of lust, and the

solicitade, and disease, and desolation w
follow the footsteps of iregulated nature ex-
hausted by exoes

“Thus would they suspend the kind at-
tractions of beaven upon us, and let oul the
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disastrous

stofi of guilty passion, and by ona
wive, [rom stem 10 stem, make n elear
Breach over us—swe ar of what
putriots aod Cheistions, aod Heaver have
happy. They would un.

done to render
spiritualize our souls, cut off etemity from our
bits upon the

being, 1o hang their lea
whetls of our 1 ne, till it run down and
stop forever.  They would teach a5 o re-
gard aceountability as a fietion, and rght and
wrong as obsolete tenns without use or mean-

inponsisieney  they

ing,—while, with single
wnthematize the ministry of Chins, eulogize

d eoter the

the most abaminable onmes,
mast exalted ;pn with contempt and oblo-
quy.”" =

Whils there is no dwmger a1 present, thot infi-
delity will attempt 1% ke proselytes among
the educated and the Teamed in cotlg-
s overy reason o fear that it will
twm to the artizen, and the laborer, and by
sowing the sepds of radiealism in the pame of
republicanism, by decrying buman  goven-
ments, and inflaming and maddening the pas-
sions, set n stone olling which will not stop
till it has erushed the liberties of our eounlry.

try, there
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Other nations have started as

have, and have maintin

er thap we + but f

in ® might that will know of

we keep our libertie

question.  Who wi

turn away. from , Heaven ?

decry government, and s

nod set the poor and the rich

each other, and inflame the minds of men
with the md desi e the cords
whieh bind our country to the throne of God,
and who wish 1o make the fi il experiment
of rending asunder all law and di-
ving, and call this freedom.—who wish to
take away the soul and make men moere up-
right brutes, and who will reduce hwman life
1 the value of a beast's lifo,—theso are the
men wiho prowl around our factones, sow the
secds of alienntion and  bitterness

they can—and who hope 1o make the na
cnst off the Sabbath, the Book of God, the
hopes of the soul, the guardinnil

Heuven, and draw down the curtaiog of

nal pight over all the hopes of immonaliy.
Let me assure you Uie: you can mever
)
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gathiy fromm b writings of al) the infidels dn
the world, difficultics as solid ns thoss which
spring up in the mind of a child, or nr o sav-
age. © Why was sin permitted 2 © What
an Geant woekd i this ta be redeemed
by the incamation and detth of the Son of
God!" «W hn can believes that only o fow

will be saved Fullen  noture produces
these and the like difftcalties.  The oorse of
infidefity is sensuality, Youth is sensual.
The Bible stands in their way. 1t prohibis
the adulgence of the lust of the flesh, che
huat of the aye, and the pride of fife. But
the young mind loves these things ; and there-
fore it hates the Bible which prohibits them.

It is prepared o say, “if 8 biring

me drguments 5 hank
him 3 if not, I will invent them.” You will
be amumed, if you over twim your mind to the
investigation, to leam on what superficial und

Tt the arg ts of infidality
rest.  lgnorance is, in o word, the whole, A
very little reading or thinking will scatter all
that they can offer in the shape of arguments.
What do facts say 7 * Whut sort of men are
infidels? They :m.!ow'—ﬁer:n—u!ﬁ"bur'
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men.  There is nothing
ber and serious
est fanat
among the A
felicity.  Contrast with the cher
, that of real Christ W
1 listen 1o infidelity #
wicked game? Why, w
wifidel ¢ I have o
or the writi

y fiir pul.u of

young men who profess 10 be
an of about twer
WS 0[S
steamers which wo
of the rivers of
od with passengers o
ted with himsell, ung man
casion o =||<uk loudly an d fluently on
\nrJ-l\ of subjects, and among others, sceme
1 londly reiterate the
plirnses, © the i fure of Christianity
the fable of the Christinn relig
the company could hear him and
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he was pot one of those copmon crestumes
who admit the wuth of a revelation.  After
he bad exhovsted his rhetorie, and by his
hold impiecies had dmwn ock atieation
upon himsell, & man in the humble garb of ay
huntsman stepped up to him 4nd =aid, —

i Bir, you seem 1o have a pefect lenowl-
edge of almost every thing, and, 1 douby not,
can satisly o file piece of curiosity which [
have in relation 10 a few particulars. Wil
you be so obliging as to tell me the precive
time w‘ﬂlz\n Prolay  Philopater reigwed in
Egym " ?

“1 kovw pothing sbout it," said the young
man,

4 Indeod 1" said the hunting-shirt mun, * 1
thought you might probably keow. Then,
sir, will you do me the favor to inform me the
precise fime when Constantine waus converted
to Christinnity '

“ Neither do I know that.”

“Ab! 1 supposed vou might koow that,
ant) am sorry you do npr.  Then sir, perhips
you con let me know the time when the
Greek church sepamted from the Latin, and
whis the cause of the separation wasi"
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o ki

%1 have given myse

nothing about 1t

chareh.”

0 cannot inform me on

“1 nm sorry y
of the
Then np||nr.'u'h|:|_' the young man and

leaning his hoad ward as if 1o speak in o
whisper, udded,
#8ir, T have only one 1

sk, und as 1 do not wish o

uestion

@ bystanders to

I will speak in a low voice.

I this: as | he 5
. - as | hegrd you

allsut matters which | thought took a great
deal of knowledge to understand =0 well

oceurred to me that you would be o p

al things which | wish

person to tell me =
to know ; but finding you do vot know the
ked yoo about, 1

matters 1 have
to ask you, sir, what do you Lnow ¥

By this tima the oyes of the

hy were tumied to the scone, while their

expressed contenpt for the

admiration for the bunter. The v

£ man
ook oocasion immedintely o glide off, and no
more was heard of his coneeited pratings,

You will sometimes meot with the flipp
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talker who will aonoy you by whay he calls
arguments ngainst Christionity.  Not unlikely
s and the fucts
m;und if you
him, The

best way is to carry the war directly into the

you may not have the ma

at hand by which to confute |
had, argument will not r

cawp, and ask him a few plain questions—
such as—

1. What tes

can infidelity bring

purified or hlessed

or trbe, or even a family on the

earth 7
assertions the most arrogant, and assumplions

Or, has she nothing to give us hut

the most barve-faced
2. Ask him 1o account for ity that if there

ood, pure, boly, and heavenly

s exhiorts us o practice it ;
il there be any thing evil, base, solfish, and
wrong in the world, the Bibla forbids us to
practice it. How came it to do so, if it be
the work of impostors ?

3. Ask him if it be not so, that the Bible
contains more light, knowledge, and wistom
than all other books besides ; and hat those
who read it most, follow it mest, have most
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comfort throu,
death? Ho

4. Ask him h
est, most ] wer]l men in th
ut the Bible « i
g o plan of salval

doed he

1 Gad, reveal-

lieve.

throngh the Hedeom-

ef, anid have olung 1o | gu

through life and their he
5. Ask lim, belore

', @ poiat to any other b

slth  part

ace and joy 1o all its friend

t for the faet, that

the warld surprised w

is found to fall an it

sin, wh
noised thre

demand so mnch m
7. Ask him 1o point 1o 1

delity has aided in the least throu

supparted in death.

He will point you, if he be an intelligent
an, to-the death of David Hum
one in which infidelity could render o man

as bamg
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ctlm, cheerful awd happy when he oame to
die. 1 beg leave o say that there can be no
truth in the story of Hume's peacefol death,
Let me quote his own, words, written some-
time beforn his death, apd tell me if \hey are
the breathings of o happy man? And if
such were his feelings while in bealth, what
mugg they have been when death was about
10 @nter his chiamber ?

“ Methinks 1 oy fike a man, who having
stk an shoals and
shipwreek in passing a small frith, has yer the
temerity 10 put out 1o son in the same leaky,

Towly escuped

ambitiog so [sr as W think of compassing the
ghobe wnder these disadvantageous citeurs
sinces, My memory of past emors ronkes
me diffident of future ; the wretched condis
tion, weakness, ant disorder of the faoulties,
1 mast employ in the fwquiry, incresse @y
apprehensions ; the impossibility of correcting
or amending these faculties reduces mo almost
1o despair, and makes mo resolute 1o perish
on the barren rock vpon which | am 8t pres-
ept, rather than enter upon that bound!oss
ocean which runs out into immensity.  This




melancholy
degpair with n
which

L am placed in my
self’ somo uncouth
being able to mingle and unite
i from all lyman o

loft utterly abandoned o
would 1 run wto the erowd
wanuth but cannot provail on mys
with such deformity. 1 eall vpon others 1o
join we in onder 10 muke 8 company apart
but wo one will beatken 0 e
shups me aml keops ar
stann which beats
When 1 look abrosd | sec
Pote, soniradienion. anger,
traction ; when 1 twm my eye
nothing but doubt and
world © fres 10 oppose
thouh such is my wealines
s loosenod

wported by
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stop 1 take i with hesitation, and every new
reflection makes me divad an error and whue-
dity my reasoning  for with what eonfi-
denee can 1 ventire on such bold enterprises,
when hesides those numberless infirmities pe-
enliar to myself 1 find so many which are
common to buman nature,  The intense view
of manifold comradictions and infirmities in
human reason, has o worked upon my brain
that 1 am ready to rejeet all beliel and reas-
z, and can Jook upon no opinion even a8
more probabli or likely than another.  Where
am 1, or what ¥ From what eavses do | de-

rive iy exitence, nod to what condition shall

I retumn ; whose favor shall T eourt, and whose
v shull | dread?  What beings surround
, mnid on whom ny influence, or
who have any infloence on me? T am con-
founded by all these questions, and begin 1o
fieey myself i the most deplorable conditia
unaginable, environed with the deepest darks
ness, and uttery deprived of the use of every
memher and faculty.”
Let me urge you pever to take e sep
towurds ml'uh-l'lt,\'—nucr “sit in the seaf of
the scomful, nor walk in the way of trans-
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essars.”  Our wants angd woes @
that we need  th
Franklin has one fine turn in
to Paine whon that inf
of Reason in manuseript.  On
ha & ] would advise yon po
unchaining the tiger, but
before it is nny
men arc so wicked wirh reli
they be twithont it.”

Man must be o religious bein
not accomplish much that &
It is the desig aven that his weakne
should be sided by 12 rength, h
wess by Divine

sdom,

Religion is nec

maint
the mind.

There is nothin
with so much dig

By its side, o this lght, atl othe: llu(- ;
small,. To cultivate and «
palish what is 10 be etermal in dur

will always find that religions wen value

cultivation of the mind more than othe
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—that they live in o world more intellectual,
and that they
thii

memary i= not better and strong

the best balunced, other

ving equal.  One reason why the

prople that they have not had conse

enough, in all their converss

exact truth, without

1y ab
1-0c alteration, By cultivating the con-

ment, eXagEeri-

ce, you insensibly o

te the memory,

you e up fi and habit-

s st y
ate the mind to contemplate truth in its rela-
tive proportions, Do you suppose there
would be any such thing as slavery in this o
any other land, if all wen looked upon the
immortal mind ns the religious man ought to

doi Wauld there be such u thing ns slavery

imterposed between the immortal-mind of the

shtoned, if all men

slave and his being
bl 1 proper sense of the worth of that mind
I ask

you too, to look around on the cirele of your

which God created in his own im

>, and sew if it be not so. that the
h are balanced the |rr,drnl~|'. whose
judgment s the least 1o be relied upan, and
who h he Jeast stability of ¢harctes, e
not those who aro the farthest from religion 2

nequaintan.

minds w

Ve




RELLGIOUS VIEW

ame mind

Who does not know that

worth more to itself, w its b and 1o the
community after it bas had religion engralted
upon ity than before 2 On the contrry e

1 ever so ly, di-

mind that is cultive

will
» Wikl

le, fhighty

vorced from relig

moustrous, or fick

Compare John Bunyan after |

God, with John Bungan b

believe, that as o mere nfelle

conld over have | any thing to be
compared with the Pilg

not had his mind broo

m's Pre

ont The «

men of the buman intellect cot |

ligion.  Says a Dutch Magazin

Laney, v
rapidiey
activity af i

y and versatil

of apprel

perpetval—and yot ever

without effort—the
L

VIvRQILY,

iR W

which he grappled wit

of subjects, and wmost st

whether light oe

scientifie, metaphy

or relating to comn

—these |
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with the eternal grin, the grimace, the chat-
ter, the antics, the mischievousness, the indeli-
ency, and the apparent want of native dig-
nity, that belong o his character, form a
muost strange compound,  Never, surely, were
tlents so lofty, united 1o thoughts so low.
Never did genius appesr nt onte so astonish-
ing, and so little amisble or respectable.
His knowledgre wos wonderfully extensive and
as wonderfully superficial.  He half knew
every thing, from the cedar to the hyssop, and
he writes of them all, and laughs at_thém all,
The most suitable appellation which could
parhaps, be applied to him, would be that of
an inspired monkey."”

Two attempts, il not more, have beep
made in this country during the present gen-
eration, to have Colleges in sutcessful opern-
tipn without any conneetion with religion,
One was founded by an illustrivus name, and
nursed with all possible care; but it eould
not prosper. There was a hlight upon it
They could keep neither professors nor schol-
ars, till at last they altered the plan, bronght
ina man of God to teach religion, and the
Insiitution has since been very prosperous.
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A more splendid experiment has been made
by all that wealth could do, o found a fnl-
lege for orphan children,—from which religion
is not only to be exeluded, but the ministers
of the gospel are wealied by name, and treat-
e as no slave in the land would be treated.
It is now twenty years and more since mil-
lions of money were devoted o this object.
Not an orphan has yet been educated.
Heaven has hitherto blowed upon la
scheme, and the half-fnished marble columns,
each of which would place one hundred and

forty orphans in as many good families, to be
troined and educated as our fammers train
their own sons—stand as so many u]l:-,---.t--i
of his frown, Without wspin

prophiet, 1 bave no hesitation in =ayi

do not believe God will ever allow l]n- at-
tempt to succeed, or that he will allow any

man the honor of doing good, who |u||||n ly
insults lim in doing that good ; and I 1

he will make it maoifest, that the words of
Chnst are forever true, “he that n

you, rejectoth and he that rejec ulh me,
rejecteth Him that sent me.”  Had it been
carved in the whlmrore in large letters,
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—44God shut out of this institution,” the in-
sult to heaven could not have boen more dis
roet than it is. How it will be broaght ahout,
I pretend not o sy ; but I think it will all

come o nought, and stand as & monuuent,

that * those that honor me, 1 will hogor, and

they that despise me shall be lightly esteam-

ed,” waith the Lord, Colleg

tions of learning will find that the
blessing of Guod, they must exalt his Son,
“And L if 1be L
unto me,"”

2, Re ssary for the w!np()ﬂl
salvation of our country.

What has dug the grave of tho miglty ne-

ed up, will degw all men

tions of old? They had every thing human
that could render them permanent,—and yet
they are all gooe, and many of them sunk &
fearfully that their yery graves are unknowi.
nee o Honv=
their shoot-no=
chor, and cannot be sure that they can out=
rde any storm.  Never was a nation gnore'
exalted than was poor France previoes o
1780 never did a people sin as they did,
—and never was one punished as they were.

When men cast off their alleg
en, they have thrown awny
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the difficulties as a private individual would
have done, Bt Holland is a land of Seh-
baths. There 15 no Sabb in France. The
4 ther «d by pulpit teagh-
Her citizens can fid, but cAnnod weigh

is not di

ances should oe-

and reason.  And il circiims
eur to let that nation loose ngain—a nation
without religion—who would be surprised to
n, and thay
the idations,
# Man must be governed by the united influ-
ences of the Bible, or by the arm of Ly Ty .
There is no alternative. May this treth sa
n in charsg-

hear that civil hlood fowed
o was heaved from s

often taught, and so often writ

ters of blood—never ba fargottern

What shafl become of us?  Lat the yoang
man whose eyo is followfg me, remember
that 50 many are the dangers that threaten us
that the arm of patrictism ofien hangs deoop-
ing, and the heart is faint,

1 belieye thas it is »
that something besides pat
a land tainted by the breath of more than
two millions of sfaves——whose unmeasured
forests have too often been filled with the
Eroans of 1:'1-|\n:L_-,i,un,_-.l|.d whise moral des-

penern) conviction

atism is needed n
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alifions wre snch that the heant of n Nebem-

al might ache a thousand time

glo journey through the lay

speaking the sentiments o

say, that were Buonnparte noy ter of t
thrones of Euarope, ar fleets cover-
ing the ocean now on their way to o

s, he might bring dismuy and sull:

he eoold hardly bring greater da

those which now threaton us.  An arm m

be mised up powerful enough 1o arrest

and send fim off 10 some rock I the oo
there to read o |4~=-=|-n on human greaines:
the astonished nutions ¢ but what human arm
ean arrest an enemy thet springs up from our

political

very soil, and comes in the
ambition, party animosity and strifes 2 We
cannot toly on cabinets.  Strawe may dis
solve them, ind wake them a laughing-stock,
We cannot rely on legistation.  The halls of
sennted may bo stained with blood, and pollu-
ved by party wrangli IT these be all our
i, oMt death-wnrmant i sealed and the ex-
centioner s at the door.  But |1 one
other place of hope, 17 th can be

rescued, sanotified,—if' the word of God can
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become fumi
Sabbath S

wr under every roof,—if the
laurish in every parish,
y all be supplied with
our press may send out full

—il our chu
holy pas
and wl

- o v
y streams, i the God of heaven

may see us placing oursclves under his pro-

tection and living him—there is safety.

Here is the spot on which 1 would take my

stand in urging every young man to feel that

he is to respect and honor religion ; that he

old its institutions.  Let him e

m
nnot

upon men ; we must
of the God of heaven, or we
crumble and sink und

3. Relim

1 persona

our sins and follies,

W) s mecessary for every young

There is religipn on the face of the

earth so unwelcome to the human heart, as

the religion of Jesus Chrie 1 for the

Hence, you will be
tempted 1o disbelieve it—to cavil at it,—18
ridicule it,—and to reject it.  But afieeall
at whichsoever of these steps you stop, ¥ou
will have a secret, lingering conviction that
hat all men need it be-

religion is & real
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fore death, and 1
it before that tin
is there between the e

ol you

UETIVL

and a Chostian ! On his

tried to joke about the
i

which his soul would be carried io

soul filled with the boght b
glory, On his death-bed, Vol
bud never been born ;—while in the sa

re wished he

vicwmstantes Mallybunion praised God thay
he had been created.

Supposs in co of a v

1]t

you
should find that you could go out and pick
hit 1o do
1 Lic

u to be im-

up valuable goods,—would it be ©
it, and call them your own: W
brings the Sablath along to 5

proved,—is it right for you to take it from

bim or to pervert it
Suppose a frend commit an iny
mond to your keeping, and ¥
wuorth, but refuse to giv
he asks you to return it,—is this rig

¥Our own

liahle dia-

ou know s

has eommitted such a jewal
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do it? That dinmond is the immortal soul
within you,

There is only one thing which will bear
the neme of weligon, or which will ever af-
ford the hearC any satisfaction. 1 mean, di-
rect, personn) intercourse with your God.
All else will ba Rlling short, or going round
about it ; and everything that bears the name
of religion will be pleasant or irksome in the

same degree that you have personal inter-
course with your baavenly Fatber or not.
addres

It may be that I 4

ng & young
man who has vot had religious parents, or

early religions teaching,. You have lost im-

mensely,—but let me eptreal you 1o make

relig

ion your first, and by all comparnison, the
mest important study 1o which you can tum
your mind, Do not lop the Bippancy of some
nequaintanes who has grown too wise to fear
God, or the arguments of another who has
mude & o

nant with death, induce vou w0
sot down experimental, practical religion as &
fable or as wseless, or (0 put it out of yeur
thoughts. But give your mind to it.  If you
want Lo investigate it, search it, prove it, you
can do 50 : it will bear any scrutiny that you
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can bestow upon it; but let mo entreat you
not to neglect it If you bave found any
hints or any honesty of purpose

which I havo written—any desire i«

o aid you, let me Assure you hat it all cen-
lt\'.!'( on this point—your possessing personal
religion. If there was any thing that saved
me through the temptations of youth, and
shislded me when I had no Jwman frend 1o
do it, and for which 1 have to bless God, it
was, that ata very early age I consec i pel miy-
self to heaven ; and if there b any onc thing
aver which thesheart can have a deeper sor-
row than over all other things, it is, that |
have had so fiule imtercourse with my God,
And this, I yenture to say, will be the u
mony of all in like circumstances, My dear
young friend, you are mmartal ; your etemi-
ty must be looked after; you are depravid,
you must be renewed by the Spirit of God.

You are a sinner,—you must seck God by
repentance, and through the atenement of Jo-
sus Christ. You are unholy all your
deeds and words and thoughts, and you st
be cleansed by the washing of rey "

May the voice of entreaty urge you, now, in
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the worning of lifi, to seck an interest o the

evetlasting kingdom of heaven, and then all

other things will seem of small value to you,
In order tg possess rel

gion, you need 1o
guard yourself especially on five points,

1. The Sabbath.

If you are mdustrious and active during the
t you need rest,

day, you will find that at m
You have conswmed much of your animal
life. o rest, you need the most easy posi=
tion ol ghe body., The bed gives you this
position! Wou do not haye 1o labor 1o
sustain any portion of the body. Ypu need
quietness, and God has put fe'world at rest,
and hushed the world thlt yoo may have
quietness. Li s a powerful stimolus to
the human system, and # he has withdown
lig!]t, and covered the*world with @ mantle,
that you may rest. I the morning you find
that you are refresd ated by
sleep.  The mac wound up aguim,
Suill, you have not regained quite all thar you
bave consumed; and every night you fll
short a little, =0 that by the end of the
week, you are quite spent and need @
whole day to recover what las been losi

und inv
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And this day has been provided for you. It
is the rest of the Sabbath, It was made for
mian, because his body, and 1 g

nopded it.  Who doos not koow that the
man who has kept the Sabbath is fresh for his
work on Monday moming? When Frunce

instituted her Decade and made every tenth
dey, a day of rest, it was found that those
who rested opes in ten duys, could pot do as
much lnbor as thase who rested once in seven
days. The buman body is a wonderful ma-
chine; and it is one of the lnws of its being,
that it canpot labor over six days, without

rest. It is so with the animal creation around
us—it s a great law of heaven. Hence the
man who underiskes 1o Jabor seven days in
the week, will not prosper, whether it be the
labor of the hands or of the mind. As
mere ereature of time—io say nothing about
a higher end—I would urge you to keep the
Sabbath. Never allow any pressure to tempt
¥ou to labor on that day. 1t is a day of rest
16 the body. Let the body have the full
benelit of it. 1} have never knawn an habitg-
al Sabbath-breaker—one who was cducated
1w know its design—who was prospered. 1
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have seen farmers who worked on that day—
mechanics who did so,—merchauts who spent
the day in their counting-rooms, and banka
which kept all their elecks at work during the
Sabbath, but T have never known one of
these that did not grow poor and full.  Says
one of our Jud in Peansylvapia in his
charge to the Jury, 1 presume it will be ad-
mitted by any mtellizent wind tet religion &
of the uymost importance to every communis
ty. The history of the past shews abundant
evidenoe of the wath of this pragosition. 1t
is the basis of vivilization. Without it we
should be in a state of moral darkness and
degradation, sech o usually attend the most
barbarous and savage states. It is to the in~
fluence of it that we stapd indebted for all
that seeind order snd happiness which prevaid
among us. In short we owe 1o it all that we
enjoy either of civil or religious libecty.  Herg
then give me Yeave to sy, thit the institation
of the Sabbath, is, in my humble opinion, not
Dl:]\"ndmimhl_\' adapted to promote and’ ese
tablish religion among us, but 1o secure bor
physical as well as moral health und
strength.”
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I have already spoken of the Sabbath as a
source of mental improvement; but as a
means of recruiting the body, of reviving the
spirits, cheering the whole man, there is, and
can be, no substitute.

But when 1 connect time with eteroity,
and Jook apon it g the time !v-.pw;:i\:]} ap-
propriated by the wisdom and merey of God
in which the soul shall realize his presence,
enjoy his teaching, and prepare for its eteral
state of being, 1 cannot speak of it as 1 ought
or would.  So fully impresoud & the com-
munity in which 1 reside that the Sabbath is
essontinl 1o man, that even a young man who
violates it, loses respect and character,  Very
seldom if ever, will you find a man who
kecps the Sobbath as be should, lose his
character; and still more seldom will you find
such an one in the State Prson.  The young
man who makes up his mind to bocome wiser
than God, and to say that the Sabbath was
not made for man, and therefore he does not
need it, is oo the way 1o ruin, A gentleman
told me how he beeame poor. “1 was en-
gaged in manufscturing,” sa , “on tha

Lehigh River. On the Sebbadh | wed w
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rest, but never regarded God init. On one ;
beautifisl Sabbath when the noise was all
bushed, and the day was all that Joveliness
could 1 city 1 sat down in my piazza and
went to work inventing s new shurde, |
neither stopped to eat or drink till the sun
went down, By that time 1 had the inven-
tion completed. The next moring 1 exhib-
ited it—boasted of my day’s work, and was
applauded. The shuttle was tried and work-
ed well ; but that Sabbath day’s work cost
me thirty thousand dollars. We branched
out, and enlarged, and the curse of Heaven
was upon me from that day onward.”

Let me urge every young man to begin life
with the determination that he will keep
the Sabbath. Whatever be his busiess, his
duties, ar his station, let Wim not Gl hese,
he would have the blessing of Heaven,
Muke it a day sacred to religious reading,
meditation and worship. Always be found
in the house of God on the Sabbath. Have
a particular place where you worship, and go
not from one church to another. Lat the
Seriptures be the centre to which and for
which all your reading and meditations fow.
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"T'his leads me to say that in order 1o 1
it is essential,
2. That you read the Seriptures
Theére & no book =0 distaste
seldom reads it as the B
men read an old paper, or an old almar
the hour, even to the old
rather than the Bible, which wa
them. And there is no book so del

this, to one who reads it habimally.
for one space of time equal to six months,

nnd sp it be not s0.  You ought always 1o
use thifsame Bible, so that you will have the
pages fumilar to the memory. It ought o he
a Bible with references, <o thit you can com-
pare seripture with seripture.  If you can,
you should also lave o small concordance.
As to commentaries and h rood  con-
cordance i worth more than all other helps.
I you were to study architectare by examin-
ing a beautiful huilding, such as the Parthenon
wus, it might aid yon somewlat o have lad-
ders to elimb, and guides 10 | out this
and that part, this and that boantiful

art,—but after all, it & the building and no
the lndders and guides, thatis to form your
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taste and instruct you in architecture, Their
telling you that each column must be so
many times its diameter in height, and the in-
tercolumniations so and so, is not teaching
you. You must study the building yoursell,
So of the Book of God. You want to read
it to imbibe its spirit—to be baptized in the
waters of life, Some feel that they cannot

_study the Scriptures because they have not g

world of helps. They might just as well say
that they cannot drink out of the beautifuly
eool fountain, because they have no D
ner of cups and pitchers with whi dip
up the waters.  To praise the Bible seems 10
be to degrade it. © You might as well praise
the sun.  Itis above all praise. The man
who walks in its light and drinks of its spiity
is guided by unerring wisdom, and endowéd
with superhuman strength,  The young man
who should commit the book of Proverbs 10
memory, and be in the daily habit of apply=
ing them to the duties and business of lifig
though he should have no other instruster,
would be wise in all that pertains to this Tife,
And he who makes the revelation which God
has given, his guide to eternal life, will be
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most likely 10 gain the most important of all
things,—the salvation of the soul.

B, Proyer s necessary, 3f you would pos-
sexs religion.

Singe sin has entered this world, and we
have all come under its power, we can have
no visible intercourse with Heaven, The
white-robed sons of light are not pesmitted w0
come to us; and God doss not allow us to
seo him face o face ; still, we may have in-
terpourss with the Infinite Father, that shall
be daily, that shall be beneficial, that shall he
delightful. 1 know that prayer is not natural
16 vou—nor do you love the duty or enjoy
the privilege naturally. But 1 know too,
that be who begins to proy and continues 1o
doso sttedly and daily, though st first he
may find his thouglts wander, aud othee
thoughts rush in upon bim, yet il he contin-
wes, thesa will intrude less and loss, till he
ean have almost unclouded aceoss 1o God.

Thero is but ono Being who has all thines
in his own band and under his own contral.
We ppss and change like shadows, 1¢ it not
amaging strange that when we can have his
strength to gird us, his wisdom 1o guide us,
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his years to live in, and his mercy 1o doliver 3
us from sin, and fear, and wake us cternally
Wlessed,—and all this on the simple condition
th

t we confide jn him sulficiently 1o ask hiw,.

it not amaging that we &

to do it ?
The old proverb in the primer, that * prays
ing will make vs leave off sinning

ning will make us leave off praying
the letter.  Were 1 o he asked what is
great remedy for sin, and what the thi
can destroy the love of it _in the heart,
should =ay, beyond all other things,—pra
Indeed, withowt this wid, all otbes attemy
and efforts made to obtain the mastory ov
be in vain. Do not say _\fﬁﬁ
have not tune. Daniel coold pray e
times a duy, though the prime minister of ane.
est kingdoms Ut ever exigieds
Do not say you see no use in it.  God has
prescribed it; and has styled himsell & God
who will hear prayer. Try it every night
and morning for six months faithfislly, anddf
at the end of that time you see no use i it,
you may then stop.

your sins, Wi

of the g
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4. Io order to possess religion, you must
Bewars of the firm step in gin.

There is no such thing as a liule sin. A
sin that God has een fit to condemn, and
disapprove, eannot be & small sin.  The first
setting out in sin is like the letting ont of wa-
ters. It is the first half-ottered oath that
paves the way for another, and that for an-
other, till you become a profune swearer, Tt
i the first shilling that is taken from the
dmwer that prepares the way for a dishenest
chamcter. It is the first sip ar the glass of
wine that propares the way for you to die the
denth of the drunkard, [t i the first rebel-
lious word that you utter against Heaven,
that prepares you to be the cold sceptic, ar
the snoering infidel. The temple of sin has
many apartments, and there are the mysteries
of iniquity within them, and they all have de-
scending foors when once you bave entered
themn,—the first. place for eantion and resolu.
tion and firmness is at the threshold.  If you
will not evoss that, you wre sale, A very ln-
tle resolution and effort can keep you from
temptation and sin ; but when once you have
yieldod, you are carried away as on the wa-

-7 )
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ters of a flood. I vuce knew of two appren-
tices who lived in a Christian family. They
were very intimate—ate at the samo table,
and slept in the same bed. There was @
v unusual attention ta religion in that vile
lage. They were both interested, and ap-
purently, both equally so. One evening,
there wus 0 bo a we

solemn  meeting—
what we call an ingairy meeting.” It was
the first of the kind that had been held. The™
out together, and walked nearly™
to the room, T ll(‘y then stopped, and one sid
he would not gn in. 'Tbe other said he
would. Up to that point, they were both ap<
parently on their way towards the kingdam
heaven. The one who went to the meeting
soon found peace in believing. In u few
months he stood up before the congregation’
and publicly made a profession of religions
The same day the other young man was
locked up in State Prison for erime! Oh
beware of the first step in sin.

5. In order to possess religion, you mie
shum secret sins,

1 think it is Walter Scott who says that if
men could read each others thoughts and

young men s
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feelings, they who now sit so friendly at the
dinner table wgether, would rise up in horror
and fly from ench other in gerror.  There are
two kinds of seeret sins—yiz,—those of neg-

leci—asvch us neglooting your Bible, e

ing the room of prayer, and neg

heart ;—und the sins of the thoughts.  Whe,
that knows his own lieart, will deny that the
great amount of sins for which we shall an-
swer at the Judgment Day, are the sins of
the heart—secret sins ¢ Sometimes we have
occasion to mourn that we have broken such
and such resolutions, and have omitted such
and such duties. Now no human eye can
see you when you negleet prayer, or the
word of God ; but this sepret sin will kill ol
your hopes of heaven, and will make you
wretched indeed.

The repining thoughts, by which you se-
cretly rebel against the providences of heav-
en, are secret sins,—but they out you off
from religion.  'The envy of the heart by
which we covet what others have, but we
haye not—und the thought which is unholy
and dimpure, is a secret sin —bhut, indulged
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in, they will destroy your hopes of eternal
life. It is not the passing thought that darts
e the mind saddenly, by which fiods wo
welecome there, that | mean, It is those that
you allow 1o stay and nestle and brood in the
heart ; of, 2% an old minister of the Gmpa[_.
once said, “if an unclean bird alights on
your head & moment, you are not to blame;
bt you ore 1o blase, ¥ you sllow ¥ to make
its nest in your hair 1"

Remember too, that really there are no se=
eret sins.  The eye of God reads all. The
seant measure, the hard bargain, the crowd-
ing of the poor, the covetings of the soul, the
wental sins, wre all naked w Us eye. Noo
datkness can conceal your deeds ; no silence
of earth can silenco him, at the last great’
Day. e will being every seoret thing inte’
judgment.  Those sins which you would not
commit, il your mother or sister, or even @
child were with you,—those which defile the
soul and make you despise :.'ounu-ll',—-ﬂlﬂﬂ'
that burden and eorrupt the heart—those
which grieve the Spidt of God Gom your
heart—are what I mean, 1 say they ure in-
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compatible with religion. 1 say that a single
Teak however small may be enough to sink
the proudest ship. 1 say that he who allows
himsell habitually to indulge in secret sins,
will most assuredly find that be canoot claim
the hopes of passessing religion,—and he
now beging to drink one of the hormors which
will eternally be in the cup of sin—the hor-
ror of despising and abhorring himself—with-
out any power to overcome these sins of the
heart.




CHAPTER X.
THE GREAT END OF LIVING.

tonl:nl—'l"hrm modes of revelation. One g

ment of l!ni- world \rmug-
Warks of God teach one great leson
The old tree. The motniain brook. The
slar. Waahington and Buonaparte philosoplies :
compared.  Wilberforee, Whot the first and greald
aim of every young man should be, Howard o
Duing good in little things, How
ergy acquited. The grout thing to be
learned by man—is—fe know God, Two greal mise
kea of young men, How and why they com
them. What it is to koow Gud, Effects of a poie
foet standand. What part of the divine charator i)
most glorious.  Hesults of this knowledge npon the
goung man. The great ead of wriung this Soaks
Coneluding romarks,

Tugne are three ways in which God =
veals himself to men,  Fist—through his
works, which every whets bear smurks of dé
sign and wisdom, Second—through the gon-
seience—which every where shews the law of
God wmtten on the heart; and thirdly,
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through his written revelation which wo eall
the Bible. In one of the | r benutiful
comparison i drmwn between r=t and the
lust of these methods, and the superior execl-
lenee dedidedly acconded o the written g
lation.  In the light of these thres reve

we may seo the great end for which we
live,

Through all the universe of created minds
God has mada one law essential 1o the happi-
ness of his creatures; and thay, s, that they
live to do good, and make thir their aim.

1 know that men may sometimes pls
conspiceous part on the stage of life, and be
applauded and almost deified, while their aims
and desires are wholly selfish.  But we must
not ke the opinion of the world, on moml
subjects, ms being that which we shall adimit
when we see in the light of ctemity. For
example, the world sdmires what we denomi-
nile a patrict—the man who will spend time,
and money, and even life, for his country,
that admimtion 3 bestowed withont any

ticular inquiry as w0 his motives, Dy why
is hot Paul of Tarsus a5 much admired as a
hers—say the hero of the Nile? Was his
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moral character less pure,—his views loss
lofty and far-reaching—his enthusisen Toss,
fervent,—his courage Yess inhed,—his perses
verance less enduring,—his labors less con=
stant,—tbe good he effected less permanent
No—none of these. He planted twice as
many churches as the other destroyed ships.
He saved the souls of twice as many as the
other sent into etemity unprepared ; and the
banner under which be fought, will wave high'
on the golden battlements of heaven, long af=
tor that of the fagedip shall bave pesished
under the foot of oblivion and shall have
passed awny forever !

Why then is not Paul as much admired as
the hern ? They were both great, and un-
common men ; both influenced the destiny of
Ahe globe ; bue alas ! they were great in two.
very different senses of the wonl., The one
lived, acted, and measured on the scale of
time 4 the other an the seals of eternsl ages.
The one lived to exalt man ; the other to ex~
alt God. The one would have sunk a nations
at a blow, il in his power, and then claimed
the glory : the other would have shuddered to
see even i hard-hearted jailer lose his life,
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and would willingly be a babbler, 2 madman, an
outcast in the eyes of men, rther than not 10
do goedl, and, that on the highest soale, to his
fellow men. 1 know that the mun whose
im and end of life, is to do good, is not as
much caressed and admired, as the man who
sots merely to gain the applavse of men.
But | say this is not the time nor the place
for the decision of this question, nor is the
opinion of the world the proper tribunal for
its decision.

What does God teach us in his works ¥
What is the lesson which he thers bids us

read concerning the great end of lify ?

On the frail little stem in the garden bangs
the opening rose. Go speak to it.

“Why do you hang there, beautiful
fower "

“1 hang bere to sweeten the pir which
man breathes—io open my beauties to kindle
emotion in his eye, to shew him the hand of
God who penciled every leaf and laid i
thus carefully on my bosom. And whether
you find me bere to greet him every morming
with my opening face, or folding myzelf up
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under the cool curtains of evening, my end i
the same. 1 live not to myself,”

“# But suppose you hung on the distant®
mountain side instead U! the garden’'— 3

“Why, then T should live in brightness:
under the bare possibility, that man might di==
rect his footsteps there and smile to soe me

there already uwaiting his arrival, or that

other spirits it see that God loves to giw?le
so freely that he throws his glories even on 4
the desert in vast profusion, Even there I
shonld not live to mysell.” ;

Beside yon highway stands an aged tres,
solitary and alone. You see no living thing$
near it and you say surely that must stand
and live for itself alone.

me for a purpose so small. T amold, I8
have stood here more than an hundied  years,
In the sommwer 1 have spread out my armss
and sheltered the panting focks which hasten=s
ed 1o my shade.  In my bosom I have oo
cealed and protected the broad of youn i
bieds as they lay and vocked in theic peste
In the sworm, | have more than once received
in my body the lightning’s bolt, which had
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olse destroyed the traveler: the acoms which
I matured from year to year, have heen car-
ricd far and wide, and groves of forest-onks
can cloim me as theic parent. 1 hayve lived
for the esgln which has perched on my top,
—for the humming-bind that has paused aod
refreshed its giddy wings, ere it dunced away
again like s blossom of the air; for the insect
that has found a boma within the folds of my
bark ; and when 1 can stand no longer, I
shall fall by the band of man, and 1 shall zo
1o strengthen the ship which makes b Jord
of the ocean, and to his dwelling to warm his
hearth and cheer his home. I live not to
mysell.”

On yonder mountain side comes down the
silver brook, in the distance, resembling the
ribbon of silver, running and leaping ns it
dashes joyously and fearlessly down, Go
ask that leaper, “ what are you doing there ¥

%1 was born high up the mountain,—but
there I could do no good ; and so | am hur-
rying down, running where [ can and lea
where 1 must, but hastening down 1o create
the sweet valley,—where the thirsty eattle
may drink,—where the lark may sing on my
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<

margin,—where I may drive the mill for the
convenience of man, and then widen into the
great river and bear up his steam-boats and
shipping, and finally plunge into the ocean, @'
rise again in vapor, and perhaps come ba A
in the cloud to my own mative mountain o
live my short life over again. Not a drop of
water comes down my channel on whose
bright face you may not read, ‘none of u
liveth unto himself.” ™ f
Speak now to that solitary star that hangs
in the far verge of heaven and ask the bright
sparkler, © what are you doing there ', ¢
its voice comes down the path of light
cries,— )
“lam a mighty world. I was stationed
here at the ereation, and bad all my duties®
mirked out. I was among the morning s
that sang together, and among the sons ol
God that shouted for joy at the creation
the earth,  Aye, I was there,— »
" Wisen the radiant sarn of Creation broke, "
And the world in the smile of God awoke, "
Axnd the emply realms of darkness and death &

Were moved thro' their depths by his mi,'lﬁ]w
And orby of beanty and spheres of Same
From the void abyss by myriads came,
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In the joy of youth, as they darted away,
Through the widcaing wastes of space to play,
‘Their silver voices in choras rang,

And this was the song the bright ones sung”—

“ Great and marvelous are thy works,
Lard, God, Almighty ;—just and true are all
thy ways."”

# Here among the moming stars 1 bold my
place, and help to keep other worlds balanced
and in their places. 1 have occans and
mountains, and 1 support myriads of immor-
tal beings, on my bosom, and when 1 have
done all this, 1 send my bright beams down 1o
earth, and the sailor takes hold of the helm
and fixes his eye on me, and finds his way
across the great ocean.  Of all the ntless
hasts of my sister stars who walk forth in the
greal space of ereation, not one, not ona lives
or shines for herself.”

And thus has God written upon the fow-
er that sweetens the air, upon the breeze that
rocks that flower on its stem, upon the min-
drop that refreshes the smallest sprig of moss
that lifis its head in the desert—upon the
ocesn that rocks every swimmer in its deep
chambers,—upon every penciled shell that

25
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slieps in the caverns of the doop, no less thiag
upon the mighty sun which warms snd chfa.
millions of creatures that live in his ligh
—upon ofl s works he has written—=
I And  probuhiy

were we wise enough to understand

of us liveth 10 hi

warks, we shanld fnd tha: theee is aothi
—{from the cold stone in the earth, or the
nutest ereature that breathes—which may
in some way or other, minister 1o the hapy
ness of some living creature.  We admin
and prai
end for which it was croated, and bestows the

that flower that hest answers

most pleasure.  Weo valuo and peaise ¢
horse which best answoers the end for whi
he was ereated 3 and the tres that bears fruitel
the most rich and abundant. The star that
most useful in the heavens is the
which we admire theMnost,

sopable, that mon.

is th

Now i it not n
whom the whole ereation, from the flower, 8
to the spangled heavens all minister,—m
who has the power of conferring deeper
or higher happiness than any other heing @
earth,—man who ean act like God if he
—3s it not rensonable that ha should live
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the noble end of !il‘inl_'.—ln-'. to himsell, by

it ¥ou to two men—bhaoth great,
eonspicio and immoral in  fame —bath
having the Goest ofporunities 1o bless their
-the one living for himsalf,—tho other
J of others.  You will not” be sur-
see the names of Buonaparte and
on, i3 those about (0 be compared.
nples 1 could

not select,  The beantiful comparison «
by Chateaubriand, yet to be published in his

death, is vory nearly what 1 meun,

1 very fow alterations | could adopt in

gton and Buonaparte are com-
pared, muan with man, the genios of the first
vem to take o less lo fight than that
second.  Washington angs, not lke
napurte, i of the Alexanders
szed the ardinary stature

nun mee.  Ho ereates no senti

istiment.,  Me s not seen contending

on o vasy theastre for glory, with the grea

ins and most powerful monarchs of the
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earth, He traverses no seas; he hurries not
from Memphis 1o Vienva,—from Cadiz to
Mascaw, His work is the simple one of de-
fending himself, with a haodful of citizens
within the narrow circle of domestic hearths,
in o land without o past and without celebrity,
He gains pone of those battles whicls ren
the bloody triumphs of Arbela and Pharsalia ;
he puts not his foot upon the neeks of kingss
he does not say to them, waiting on the vesti-
bule of his palace, how often you come ! QII‘
how you weary Atiila I”

“ A certain spirit of silence envelops lhm'
actions of Washington : slow caution marks
them all.  One would say that he had ever
the sentiment of his great mission with him.,
And that he feared to compromise it by rash-
ness.  His own personal destiny seems not to
have entered into the calewlations of this
of & new species. The destinies of his coun=!
try lone occupied him, and he did not permit
himself to risk or gamble with what did not
belong to him. But for this profound obset==
rity, what light bresks forth! Seek through
the unknown forests where the sword of
Washington glittered, and what will you find
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there 7 Tombs? No! A world. Wash-
ington has left the United States 03 a tophy
af bis Geld of batle”

 Bubnaparte posessed mno single trmit of
this great Ameriean, His wans were all
waged upon an ancieot eontinent, environed
by splendor und stunning with  nois His
object waus personal glory, His individual
desting filled all his thoughts, He seems 10
bave known that his mission would be short ;
that the torrent which fell from sich a b
would quickly expend its force. He hurried
forward to enjoy and 1o abuse his glory, us if
aware that it was a fugitive dream of youth.
Like the gods of Homer, four steps must sufs
fice him to reach the end of the warld.
Evory shore sees his apparition. His name
is inseribed on the mecords of every nation,
—hue precipitately. In his hurried career he

scatters crowns to his family and his soldiers.
His wonuments, his laws, his victories, are all
the work of haste. Hanging as a portent
over the world, with one hand be overthrows
kings, and with the other strikes the
tionary giant 1o the earth. By, in ¢

a8
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nnarchy, he stiffed liberty, and in the
dost hig own on his last field of battle.”

“Each of ihese men has been
pensed according to his works,  Washin
afier having raised & pation to independencey
dlept peacelully, as a rotired magistrate, und
his paterpal roof amid the regrets of his coun=
trymen and veneration of all people.”

“ Buopaparte, baving robbed a nation of jts
independence, was hurled, a dethroned I‘!Inpﬂ-“
ror into exile, and the terrified earth hn:\‘llfé{
thought him secure enough nnder the custody
of the ogean. Even whilst exhausted and
chained to 2 vock, he wos strugeling with'
death, Europe dared not loy down her arms,
for her fear of him. He died; ood this
event, published ar the gate of the palwo,f
before which the conqueror had pmcla.imeﬂ_-_.
so many funerals, hardly atrested the passer
by. What, indeed, had citizens to weeps
for " J

“ Washington and Buonaparte both a
out of the bosom of a republie ; both wene
born of liberty ; the first was fuithful o “
the secand betrayed it.  Their lot wll.hb
according to the different parts they M

+
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—very different with future  generations.
The name of Washington will spread with
liberty from age to age, and mark the com-
mencement of g pew ema for the human
mee.  Thoe name of Buonaparte will be
pronounced also by distant generations, but
no benediction will be attached to it,—it
will serve on the contrary, as un authority
to oppressors, great dnd petty of all times,”
“ Washington represented completely the
wants, the ideas, the state of enlightenment,
and opinions of his epoch. He seconded, in-
stead of thw the advaneing moveme
He willed that which he ovght to haw
—the fulfilment of the mission to which he
was called. Henee the coberence and per-
potuity of his wark, T'his man, who stikes
the imagimation so slightly, becanse he was
natural, and kept within his just proportions,
hias confounded his history with that of his

connt His glary is the common patrimony
of increased civilization. s renown rises
like one of those sanctuanies whenoe a stream,
pure and inexhaustable, flows forth forever,
for the solaee of the people.”

* Buonaparte might also have eariched the
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public domain.  His action was on the nation
the most civilined, the most intelligent, 1k
most brave, the most brilliant of the e
What a rank would he have occupied
present in the universe, if’ he had joined m
panimity 1o his other hergic qualities; ¥
Washington and Buonaparte at the &
time, he had nominated liberty the inheri
of his glory !” 2
#Pur this disproportioned gant did
completely identify his destiny with that
his country, His genius belonged to
modern,—his ambition 1o ancient times.
did not pereeive that the mirncles of his
by far surpassed the value of a dindem, and
that this gothic ornament but ill became hima
Sometimes one might see him mke a step
the age; ot others he would retrog
towards the paft.  But whether he reasce
ed the stream of time or followed its cours
the prodigious force of his genius seemod M
command a flow or a reflux at his will. o
were, in his eyes, only a means of pow
there was no sympathy between their welfire
and his own. He promised ta liberate, and
he enchained them. He separated himself
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from them, and they shrunk back from him.
The kings of Egypt built their funeral pyra-
mids, not amid fertile plains, but sterile sands,
On a like site has Buonaparte constructed the
monument of his renown.”

How different the immortality on earth
which awaits these men! The one shall
have his name pass before the minds of men
like a sweet vision of some spirit of benevo-
lence that eame down from the skies to bless
mankind, The other, like war and selfish-
ness inhabiting the same body. It is impossi-
ble to gain the approbation of men and live
in their grateful memory, in any other way
except by making it the great aim of life to
do good. God will let po day pass in which
he will pot give you an opportunity to make
some human being happier, if you love and
desire to do this, 1 always admire Newton's

deseription of life—consisting of two\:up&—
one of happiness and the other of misery ;
and he is the happiest man who can add to
one of these heaps, or take sway from the
other, though ever so little.

We cannot of course, have the ability 1o
do good or evil on a scale as great as the
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men spoken of above. This is not the lot af
onein many thousands of millions; but you'
can make yoursell beloved and revered wh
you live, and remembered with tendem
when you die, if you aet on the principle ol
making all around you as happy s is in your
power. This is the great law of God, with==
out the fulfillment of which it is impossible for
an intelligent being 10 be happy. Obedis
ence, entire and full, creates heaven. Rul‘lll-‘.v_.g
ing it, makes hell. You cannot in all th
circle of your acquaintance, find a selfish man®
whom you can call a bappy man ;—nor can’
you find one who lives not to himself, who
you will eall unhappy. When will the timeS
arrive when the name of Wilberforce or of
John Howard will be pronounced with o

And the

the world ever saw,—will cternally call

ama IJI |]I\’ g'{l‘ﬂt("t benefactor

the deepest admiration and gratitude, becaus
his was the highest exhibition of llhlIHM
Jove and action, of which the created nﬂ“
cver began to conceive ! ia

What, then, so far as this present life is
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shaulid be the end and xim of eve-

i I reply—use fitfncss—use-

To da good—io communicate the

! amount of happiness in his power—

to strive ta resemble that Being who pours his
rains amdd lis dews apon afl, aod whos

der mereies are over all his works.  He loves

erful giver, and is himsell a cheerful

On the desert where no man is found,

send his dows—thouglh the arid sands

wlone drink them up.  On the lofty moun-

tain where human footsteps never trod, he

hanzs his mantle of light, and painis the jcy

it with a pencil dipped in his wann

beams, In the ocean-bed so deep and

ow, that no human being bas found even

a grave there, has He walked, a5 he armnged

the shells, and painted them all in heaven's

own enlops,  In the heart of the lamb, and in

the heart of the insect has he poured the vial

of joy and gladoess, and made eréxtures hap-

py who will never know or praise their bene-

or. In the wildemess has he been and

ted the flower, and tanght the sangster to

whistle his wild notes of joy. We might

have had a sun lesser in magnitude, and
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shedding less light and glory, and we could
have lived. We might have had no meon
walk the sky at night and pour the solt
of her light over the earth, and we oo
have tived.  Buot in all he does, God Joves 1o
set us an example, and 10 teach us not only’
that he loves o cheerful giver, but that he
himsell is a cheerful giver. It seems to &
to his own happiness,—or rather his happis
fless seeqs o consist in creating {tom gener-
tion to generation mywinds of creatures ove
whom he may pour the expressions of hig
own bepevolent heart; and that man whi
would enter into his joy—the highest joy
the whole creation—must imitate him,
live to do good.

If you were to seek for happiness for this
e werely—baving oo regard 1o the futusey
there is no way so certain to accomplish this
as to live for the good of others, There is @
gratification of the purest feelings of the hoart
unlike any thing that ecan arise from s
wess, which is a continual feast to the souli
Can any one doubt but that Howard, Qﬁu‘
went from prison to prison, and on whw""
vival, the prisoners would Tash the length of
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their chains 10 fall at his feet—had pleasures
as much more intense and delightful than
those who live unto themselves, as his object
was more noble and God-like than theis?
Anid then the copsciencel-—to Be down st
night feeling that you have contributed in
some degree, even il it be small; to muke oth-
ers happy,—and this, not by aceident or
chance, but a daily occurrence—what a life
must this be!  How different from that of the
young man who puis on the aims of some su-
perior being, and feels that he must worship
himseld, and i 1o be caressed and admired by
all, and that the great end of life 19 to see
that his important sell has the hest of every
thing. Do not say you bave not the appli-
ances with which to confer happiness. You
have a futher oc o mother, 8 brather o a sis-
ter, whose heart you can gladden—anot by
some generous st pow and then, bot by ten
thousand  acts constandy recurfing.  You
have an employer whom you can make hap-
py by letting him see that you ean muke his
interests your own, and are fiithful even in
the smallest things. You have, or may have
companions wad feads whom vou can wmake
29
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happy by forgetting voursell and making
happy in having such a friend.  There s nal
| swgituation in which man can be placed,

THE YOUNG MAXN.

which he cannat render himsell a blessing b
the 1ones of his voice, by the expression
1l nameless

and by a thouss
And he who shews that he has it ind

t to live not unto himself, will
1 will open new w :
mnd give him enlarged means of confering

i happiness on others.

| Cherish, then, as the noblest feeling

1 the homan beart ean have, @ contimuoed,
quenchuble desire of being useful o munkiod

[ M this a principle of action on sl :
10 nd vou have something that will g
you itable envrg: You need not sesle
distine tion and  hongr—or it is impossible

(i withhold these from that man so that he Wi

]' not sooner or later bave them, who lives

F be useful 10 mankind,  You need not l._ ;
about  the approbation of  men,—you

' have that most certainly without seeking: Sl
love 1o luok at such a man as Matthew m

: —a man who neve d vor sought an hoo= I

ary bt whom both  porsued nqd overlook.
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Bad and selfish us this world is, it will admire
and lonor these who make constunt self-deni-
al and labor to do good, with the hope of no
reward but the seeret conselousness of having
done good, and of sesing others made bappy.
%1 will pot,” says Hale, “concern mysoll 1o
ask what others may think or say of me, so
long as 1 keep mysell exactly to the doing of
my duty.”  Remember that any man lives in
vain who does not make the world better for
his living in it. T want you in the merming
of life to gird on resolution as Hannibal did
when his father led him up to the altar of his
gois, and made him swear everlasting enmity
o [Rome. 1 beg you not to put off the dedi-

on of yoursell to the high purpose of liv-
ing to be useful till you reach manhood.
The museles will become rigid before that
time.  The habits of life will be formed, and

nt you do not wish to do to-day, you will
then hate to do.

I wish now to call your attention to o sub-

b . +
jeet of all others the most important, and the

most interesting to a being created with m-
vional and immortal powers. 1 mean
knowledge of the churacter of God, and of
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otr relations to him, and the duties wi
grow out of those relations, In the bea
Janguage of the prophet we are charged &
these words.  Thus saith the Lord, “Let
the wise man glory in his wisdom ;
Jet the mighty man glory in bis might ;
not the rich man glory in his riches; but
him that glodeth, glory in this that he under="
standeth and knoweth me.” :

The young man is in danger of feeling that
this knowledge is the least important o him:
at present ; that it is well adapted to the lo
the ignorant, and the darkened. Their ai X
are low, their wishes eircumseribed ; they |
have superstition if they have not religion 3
Tt that the young, the clear headed, 1the en=
Lightened, and strong minded, or rich ‘.
would feel religion to be o strait-jacket;
cramping bis powers and shatiog bin ap
gloom ; that the sick boe who most spe
days and nights, racked with pain or prostm
by disease, wha can go oo wore cut i
busy world, but who must look into l.he da
ness of the grave,—ihat he needs relij
keep up his spirits, 10 relieve bis @
—while the young, the strong, the

THE YOUNG MAN.
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and the vigorous who can walk abroad and
crowd his way among men, can hive no time
w attend to religion, hus no need of its aid
and Bo enjoyment in its eXercise : that relig=
jon & sdmirable for the weaker sex, for the
cowardly, and the feeble, for it feeds the hopes
with the strength of the Lord God Almighty ;
that it is necessary for the dying, in a8 much
as the soul must then let go of earth, and it
wanfs then to lean upon the anchor of hope,
—but for the living man, just in the morning
of life, religion is not necessary.

Now here s % very great mistake! Rl
ion is suited to the wants of the low, and
the ignomnt, for it makes wise the simple, en-
lightens the eyes of the blind, gves eou
to the timid and to the dying, as his spirt
prepares to leave the house of clay—but is

your lofty one, pulfed up by a linle learning,

buoyant with youth, or clevated by riches, is
such an one the man who does not need re-
ligion ?  What will bring down the loftiness
of pride, keep him from forgetting God, and
neglecting the interests of his immortal soul 2

Religion is adapted w0 the poor suffierer
whose days and nights are pussed in pain, sl

w.
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es ol lend:

whose howrs move on wi
whispors of hope and of u
Nim ; but the young, the strong man whe
veins are full of life,—whose step s full
elasticity, whose heart bounds with pres
enjoyment, and who, heedless of all his relss
tons to God, and of the futore, is I:nhh lli.
any momest Ao be oot off from pro
—idoes ho need no religion

The dying man needs the Bible and
consolations ! And are not all dying m
—and can any living man say that he will beg
a Viving wan o-mormow 1 1

What a miztake is that which you commits
when you suppese that because a man is ing
the flush of youth, or has sny external sup
riority over others, such ns wisdom, sagaeity
health, or nebes, be does notl need 1o kniw
God, while the poor, the ignorant, and
lowly cannot be too intimate with him !
God fevealod himself only for the poor, th
lowly, the bruised, and the distressed, o
the bopes apd teuchings of the Rible, us oot
sels and coutions suited to all men, andd
signed for the benefit of all men ?

There is a second mistake which
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men are especiully liable o make ; and’ tha
i, that because ecertain things, such ns wis-
dom, power, and nches, are valoable and de-
sirshle, therefore they are the most valuable of
all things and should be the end and aim of
life.

Wisdom is very valuable and very desira-
ble, but will it do o forset that the wisest
wan is but an_infant in knowledge, and that
all he knows, is, as the great Newton express-

L

e ity but pie up n few pebbles on the

shore, while the great ocean lics beyond

wholly unexplored 7 Do you forget that a

i bow oo the head would make the
wisest man an idiot 7—that the bursting of a
small blood-vessel would eut down the strong-
est one in the glory of bis strength 2

Power is very desimble and valoable, but
will it do 1o | 1 that its possession tempis
us to use it o mueh and make it oppressive
that we can never wse it to sny extent with-
out hiving it excita oppesition ;—that it must
pas# away at death, and that if not used
aright, it leaves us with a fearful sccount to
i for s enerciaed

Wealth is valuable, and in some respects
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very desizablo | but do not forget it ol
tempt us to be vain, proud, overbearing, o
préssive, and to lift the heart up aguinst Go
that the richest man can enjoy but Litde o
thun his food and clothing ; that his

are at any moment liable to make to th
selves wings and fly away, and at all even
they must leave him at death.

These are valuable. The minis:'.ernf
Gospel needs wisdom to tench the way of
and to feed the deathless spirit with
edge svited 1o its eapacities: the eivil
needs it lest he mislead and pervert just
and become a curse to the community :
sennior needs o keep him from !
the nation in his folly : the physician necds
lest e bocomes an assistant to disense
the tormentor of his species ; the mene
needs it to keep him from embarking in
speculations and aiding to ruin enterptize
crodit ; and the mechanie and farmer
wisdom lest they spend life in chasiog &
ows, and fritter ull they have away in o
useless experiments, Al these are va
but remember, that they are all smal
when you measure on & proper seale.
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yeally give men less power than we suppose,
—they continue but’ o very short time and
then are gone, and especially when compared
with the higher knowledge of God, the high-
er hopes of the Bible, and the higher ends of
immortality, they are nothing, Like a small
light when you are wandering in a hoge, dark
cavern, and whi
you ure, these things will aid you, But the -

h helps you to see where

per of the cavern is small compared with the
glonous sun in the heaveps. It is valuable
anly to lead you out to the light of the sun.
And thus all attninments or advantages are
valuable only as they lead you to a knowledge
of God. The learning of ages would be
mere useless lumber if it stopped short of this,

The wealth of the mines would canker the
soul and debase the image of God, unless it
be tonsecrated to his service.  The wisdom
of Solomon would only lead an immortal

spirit astray and destroy its eternal destinies,
il that wisdom was only expended upan the
things of time. You might bave an intellsot
which, as the Apostle expresses it, should
comprehend all knowledge, and be the wonder

and admiration of the world,—yea, you might
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take hold of knowledge with an arch-nngs
grasp, et if it be expefded hers within o
boundaries of time, you have prostituted
noble powers and perverted the rich gifts
your beavenly Pather, and wsecked all
bopes of immortality,

The word of God declares that we pesd
wisdom beyond any which is the gt of
ture ; that human wisdom is a blind Jeads
and a traitor to God and to man, How oﬂf.z
do men fall thongh they earry a light in

right hand!  Was Abithophel the only wise
Wis
the crafty, foxy Herod the only subtls mas
whose plans came to naoght but vexation an
shame ! Hus any wman ever been lod o

man on whose briins God wrote folly ?

by distrusting his own wisdom, and following
that which is from above ¥ What would o
suy of the boastiogs of the spider who #

her thin web s0

nously und so cunning
and talks of her wisdom nnd strength
glory, though her web will be swept away th
next hour #  Or of the boastings of that ghn
Whose plans and schemes may all e hlown
away by one breath of God, and hflﬂl‘:&"
ever by o single frown of Almighty Power |
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Ao oMl wriier says, “our wistom has ran
ont sineo the falll”  The vessel was then
broken nnd all i gone, There is indeed a

pirit left in oan, but it is the i

the Almighty that giveth him ondersty

What & pointed question is that which the
cred writer puts to men and of men?  “They
hiave rejectod the word of the Lord, and what
wisdom is in them 3 You most go to a
higher fountin than your own heart for
wisdon.

I say the highest end to which you ean at-
tain, i5 to know God, your relations o him
and the duties growing out of these. What

s this imply ¥ Some content themselves

1 kmowing and eooly acknowledging that

< such & being ns God.  But this is not

The mightios, sinner on eurth, ar in

any other world might know and scknowledge
this, and tremble too, but it would do him no
eood. 1t is not enough either thut you read
the eternal power and God-head in his works,
—in the spangled heavens and in the besuti-

ful earth, or in the sun which travels from age
o age prochiming God W every beam of
light
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But to know God is 10 select him as an |
finite, unchanging object, 10 be en .
on  your heart —towards whom your hest
thoughts and feelings shall forever flow
confidence, love and hope. He is the sun jn
the moral heavens, by whose light you are 1o
walk, by whose beams you are 10 he cheered,
—a Being unmeasured and immeasurable in all
his nature, whose* character will forever ex-
pand and enlarge the conceptions of created
beings as they study it

All that is ereated must alter and change.
Mutability is stamped upon all things from)
the mighty sun, the beautiful moon, the gam=
ished heavens, and the illimitable sea, 1o the
smallest thing that exists, Creatures will
change—the good and the holy rise up in
light, intelligence and glory, and the wicked?
sink in darkness and sin forever. But v
God there is no change.  Around him will b
gathered all that is bright and lovely,
holy, and pure,—forever to be drawing nea
to him. _

The created arm must often feel its weaks

~ness: the mind of the creature must

feel that it is dark, and feeble,—that
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strength ean go po further ; but where the

creaturn stops, i \\sljnn the cirofe of what i

finite.  Beyond that s dwells One whose

strength knows no limits,—whose ann never
ways aro everlusting.

5 know God, s w have u perfect stand-
ard before you, Suppose you know no God
bt th ls of the heathen, or the Prophet
of the Koran. Your charseter will be like
the object you worship.  You are vile in
proportion o your faithfulness in becoming
like the object yom worship. But when you
worship the God of beaven, you bave your
charucter constantly assimilated to his, and
vou Tise iy that is great and good. It is
this which causes the spirits in llu. light of
heaven to be etemally nsing up i ry.

The bright Semph who bows |)1 fore Gud
anid worships in his immediate presence, al-

keeps this character before him as his

standard, and thus he beeomes more and more
like God,

The true knowledge of God will lead you
10 Jove the “ beauty of the Lord"—which is,
holiness. It was not the presence of the
Laord thar David longed for, for he knew that

Bl
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in heaven, or in boll, in the most distant

of ereation, in darknest or in light, God
present. It was not the Almighty po ’
God that he longed for ;.—he knew tha

voice of the Lord was all around him, bre

ing the cedars of Lebanon, making the hillsS
to skip and the everlasting mountains to bow.'
Nor was it the omniscience of God,—for ha'
knew that he was hesetting him before and
behind, marking his footsteps, his words, gnd
his feelings ; but it was the holiness of God™
that he wanted.  © As the hart panteth after:
the water-brovks, so my soul Yongeth for God;
—for the living God,—that | may dwell in
thy house forever, that 1 may see thy beaury."™
Wi ibis sportess holiness of God that makes
heaven, even the heaven of heavens unclesny
which attracts all holy beings towards it and’
makes them more spatless in propoction &-
they draw near. i

What is time? Wihat is its objeor, -wé

and sim ?  The true answer is, o be

spend eternal ages in the service and e
ment of God.  When this s done,
your tnste and will bave become
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EAT E

w0 his, when you appreciate your desting, and
by the e
whe
that eternity becomes the great aim and end

» of fuith see what lies beyond time,

n your low, earthly desires are bowed so

of living, then time dwindles down to o mers
poi inth

and the infavcy of the soul.  The soul i

and becomes merely the bLinh-place

ithless thing—to. become an angel of

e and full «

and to live in light inexpre

glory, or the st wretched of the ereations
of God,

I want vou should becon

$0 acquainted
with God that when the stonn comes, and
disappointments and  sorrows overtuke you,
not as the lion
d

eper, but with

they may be met by y

his captivity by tearing his «

and ring at his

| events

the calm i of assurance, that

und all trials, whether they come from the

thi

hand of man, or . h the provi-

nees of God, are dis

ned for your best

ad,

comes
lilee of

ath

I want you to feel that when Go

down from heaven (o teach you tl

sin is a life of folly and madness, and s
cternal, that you may not stake your wisdom
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agemi Yis, or wlory in any Hing W
declares 10 be folly,

But 1 do vot speak 10 you as 10 1l
may, unles you are cageful, Gl g sy
forfeit the approbation of God.  That lins of
ready been done.  You are already sinness
and are already under the daminion of
power too mighty for you to deliver yourse
from without divine aid, 1 should ;
the most unpardonable ermor, ‘ullulild Iy
'I.!!ccl: }unl: which 1 have beon giv

God, or your relations 1o him, or the plans af
his vast government without seeing God o
the face of Jesus Christ his Son. In thé®
New Testament you will find unfolded
mystery which (or ages ad been hidden, nod
a plan of mercy so great, that bellel is stages
gered, and infidelity will not believe, hecunséS
she cannot comprebend  the mognitude ‘of
such mercy, Lot me beseech you with

the earnestness of which I am capable, to bes
gin at once to understand the seheme of
demption revealed in the New Testam
Make that book your compunion. You

soon learn that you are already a lost §
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—thut your very taste is opposed 1o the
thines which God Joves and con
your heart is full of sin,—that you
£ guily and transgression, and that
rit of God 1o
ot PropasE Fou for the service
Jesus Chirigt i the
5 und af, in these chap-
ive mueh attention
what portaine to this Lils, B0 bus been that 1
sain your car 80 that I might say, be-
uy down my pen, that 1 beg you, as
» indispensible, and ¢
¥, the kingdom of God
shteonsipss—which is to be found

Cheist the Redeemer. |

Id use all my fechle strength, and all my

littly influpnce with you, to & o cast
vpur erown of Life ot y eot, and
to b everlastingly deliversd from the power
inion of sin.  This is the gre vl

living he In the litde field which w
Wil gy ||I‘l‘1‘|tl| i froits which
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And now, my young friends, 1 have
ed my task. In the chapters which 1
written | have not sought to say new
to stave after what was original, or to
them in an original way ; but 1 bave song
to give you sueh plain and practical hints
1 thought you would value. 1 haye
much  ground  untouched—fearing  that
should write more than you would be willi
to read.  In reviewing what 1 have said:
eanpot believe 1 have made any impression’
that is bad, even if T bave done nu ga
The generation who are scting with me
the stage of life will shortly be gone, and
will be occupying our places. We pry
¥ou may come—a generalion enlightened,
strong, noble, and expansive in all ¥
views and feelings, We pray that the ch
cest blessings of heaven may rest upon you
and that you may use them all to the glory
of God.  Strong and mighty are the m
who are to be swimmers with you in
stream of life,—high the waves which
are to buffet,—swift the currents which

set against you, and learful will be M‘F‘
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e What resuhs will the eomin
tion of men witness ! What que

thoy settle!  What o multitude are to be
character ! Oh'!

last b found that I have encour-

eternally nffected by th

sngthened one, or helped ane to

Ll gam

sponsibilities of life, and t
the approbation of God, I shall not have
written these puges in vain, and 1 shall be

L il that T had the opportunity thus to

ndldpeey impaciant clase of my fellow

men now on the face of the carth,
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sults.  What results will the coming geners
tion of men witness!  What questions w
they settle!  What a multitude are to he
eternally affscted by their character! Oh!
at last be found that 1 have encour-
ned one, or helped one o

wonsibilities of life, and o

the approbatio . I shall not
i |

: i,
thankful that 1 bad the opportunity thus to

written Lhes

e2s the most im clnss of my fellow

moen now on the [ he earth.
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