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For a Safer State

Tn hix vecent addreess to the legislature, Governor G,
Mernen Williams nsked for the immedinte addition of 230
troopers to the State Police force, with a goal of I.....»H on-
listed men for the force by 1955

Donalit 8. Leonurd, commisaioner of the State Poliee, has
advoented thiz addition of personnel for some time, and
there §x much evidytiee the additional officeraire nechssary,

Michizan State Police find themselves in n miich
Alferent position than that of the state police or high-
way patrols of most other states,  In addition to voad |
patrol duties, they have m-m'ml police powers throneh-
out the state,

They receive ealls for police aid £rom rural arens und also

“ald loend police forces and sherift’s officers,

Traftic patrol, however, is the major problem facing the
State Police.  With ear registrations elimhing steadily, i
% an almost impossible Gol fo7efeetively eover the 93,000
miles of state and conntry ronds not to mention an addi
tional 18,900 miles of hard surfnced ronda—

1t is generally accepted that marked patrol enrs on
the rond Will encourage drivers to slow down and drive
cavefully.  More patrol ears should help uwlun- Mich
izan's climbing trafWie |‘o'ul|| toll. ;

In addition to teallic patrol the State Police “maintain

racket and narcotios squad which also investigate sus
pected subvarsives.  The foree ia also depended upon as the
bhackbone of civil defense. .
i+ The State Police now have 678 onlisted men,  Adminise
trative duties at the headguarters and the vight distriet
headquarters demand the services of 127 men. This leaves
a total of BH1 men assigned to-the 4 posts,

Allowing for personnel on pass, vacation and per-
forming desk and ndministrative duties, a total of only
205 officers are availuble for general police and patrol
duties, ! o
Getting teehnical, this leives anly officer for each

TATR persons in the yvural areas of the stute. Fipnring it
another way it comes out to 13 of an officer for oach 1,000
rural residents, :

The men on duty must he spread avound the clock,
and according (o o recent report issued by Commis:
siomer Leonard, “In the sarly morning hours not more
than four or five patrol cams are put in the ¢ ntire state.”
These facts cortainiv one tg believe l‘w force is

undermanned.

“Every law-abiding eitizen in M a¥at® should be
the request for more men for the State Police
» L N L , i
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It also states ||u| J” spring
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