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| Political Indicator

Appointment of Ellis’ Avnall as new head of the Office
:of Price Stabilization brings another curleyeue to Wash.
" ington's political twists, - 4l S

" The OPS joh is one of Washington's toughest, -
- Stabilizer Mike DiSalle, who has resigned to run for the
Senate. took it over with an invincible sense of humor that
won him many points with Congress,  But the OPS hend
“must always meet conflicting demands, ‘both hard to mest
by themselves. On one side he must meet inereasing de-
o, mands for the end of inflation. On the éther he must fight
political influences which deny adequate controls to bring
this about. ; Sien

Arnall is an experienced man ot this Kind of jockey-
inir. He has been involved in polifics since his gradua-
tion from the University uf‘(;mrnin in 1931, '

He became a national figure when he defeated Gene
Talmadge for the Georgia governorship in 1942 and pro-
——eoeded to inaugurate many new reforms into the state
setup. He was Inst in the spotlight five years ago in the
fight over the governorship with Talmadee's son, Herman,
after the elder Talmadge died in office. . :
© Arnall should be capable of the job, But:his
ment adds a spark to Washington's ' favorite’
these davs: Witk it be yes or no for Truman
Selection of Arnall would indieate that Truman is trying
10 get back into the good f."r\n\g‘ of the southern Democrats
“who deserted him in 1048, B !
It is also rumored that Arnall himself thinks Truman
will Fun and aecepted the appointment only o get on‘the
right side of the fence ; :

appeint-
questiof

~—  With Republicans whooping up top candidates Taft,
Stassen. and more doubtfully, Eisenhower, voters have
A right to expect something big from the Democrats
for an opposing candidate.

If rumors, indicators, and possibilities are right. Arnali
seems to think that Harry’s the boy f
1t will' be another five or six-months betfore the rest of

s find out,
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Senior Finals

Dick Lang e
% News Manager

A couple of years ago a ery went-up that MSC was
losing many of its long held, ivy covered traditions, Pla-
tonic friends were accused of debasing the engagement
hench by sitting thereon, girls were said fo be consider-
ing themselves coeds before they had been kissed at mid-
night under Beaumont; and coeds’ were helieved to be
frequenting the Smoke Shop, B :

Much was said pro and con as to whether or not the
traditions should be revived and enforced. It was gener:
ally agreed that if a traditibn was good, it would survive:
A1 it wasn't good, it should he allowed to die a quiet and
lasting death, . ; :

Not so with all traditions, however, there are those
“which, if they had the chance, would survive indefin-
itely, but like many other things, they can he Killed by
the mighty hand of the powers that be. In certain cases,

i is the hand that decides whether a tradition shall

survive, : ;

One of these.cases will come up for consideration this
week. A faculty subcommittee will discuss the matter
of whether graduating sehiors should take final exams
with members of the Senior Council. .

It is thought in some quarters that Fraduating seniors,
like all others, should be required to take finals  1'm not
<ure just.what the reasoning behind this move is, but per-
haps it is the feeling that there is too mu h partying
done by seniors between mid-terms and commencement.

Seniors being excused from finals shas been a long
standing tradition at Michigan State. The College cata-
Jogue states (hat, with a few exceplions. graduating
seniors are excused from final exams. It is & tradition
students have looked forward to for four vears and
have thought of every time they take a final exam.
It is a tradition that will never die a death of its own
accord. But it could be Kiled by the hand of the
powers, !

i It seems rather unreasonable that
{want to wipe this tradition off the books.  This June
i finals begim-two «davs atter commencement. 1t
Cprather farcial to march about capped and gowned and
[ then «it down to final exams two davs later: And [ won
{ der h«\)\ many would turn out at commens ement
{ finals hanging over them

[ 1t's sort of a joke, when final grades for senjors have
{to be in a week prior to commencement, there seems to e
| little purposc of having a final exanmi. And then, too, it's
| customary for instructors to g late. mid terms
| before grudes-must be in. " * .

’, The committee will most likely not decide the issue
£ this week. It will merely discuss the topic with the

Council members to see what the studeats think. We
| - must grant it is rather nice to sed that students are
I being consulted on the dssue. . !

Let's hope ‘the committed will histen
{ ments put forth by the Counal members

v
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st
ixt
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to heep this

tradition—this ane so cherished by the studenis all
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classes—and  heed the arguments Take away  Sundas
"

commencement it _\;'*(I must, but leave us this jast com
{ pensation for having gole through eleven sessions of fin
jexams :

- yemove mueh of the present duplication.
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Since its inception in 1944 MSC's Basic College program
has been under continual serutiny and has been extensively’
revised in an effort to devise the best program of greneral
education on the college level. :

Dr. Clifford Erickson, new dean of the Rasie College has .
now put forward a plan which contemplates & bold and
sweeping, reorganization of the entire Basic College curri-
culum, ki . .

The plan has certain dosirable features. It would reduce
the number of courses now offered, integrate them, and

In choosing from among the present core courses a stu-

be does not eleet. Under the proposed revision the student
will receive instruction in the best featirves of all the

By consolidating the courses it is also likely that much
needioss technieal detail now’ present will be removed.
There i< one possible result of the change that troubles
us. — : T
In an effort to provide a broad general education for
every MSC student the material canhe spread too thinly.
By attempting to cover a wide aren in a single 12 eredit
eotirse there is the danger of leaving the student with a
little knowledge of everything and a true understanding
of nothing. : : -
For example, the proposed 12 eradit humanities course
combining the present 9 credit conrses in history of vivili-
zation and*liternture and fine arts wonld be an integrated
study of art, music, philosophy, literatune, government and :
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