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Capital Punishment
Has Definite Value

NOW THAT CHARLIE Starkwenther, the
hae hied his guns taken away from him and he and his

Lhvear old moll are confined to merely thinking of the fun
thes hd, exeitement ghoat the poor muladiusted bov's es.
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1958

hoy

eapade will ehh

P'eople will wonder interestedly what should be done
with nnfortunates who go astray, some—like the governor
of. Wyoming, where Charlie gpave up -will demand non.

will insist that the “product

eapital punishment and other
a mental rehabilitation

of a bad environment” he put in

center for a veur or two <o (they hope) he can then lead
4 normal life ! i Ha ;
At any rute there will be duayvs, maybe months of court

proceedings which will probably leave Charlie much better
of f physically than the 11 people he gunned down. But time

will 'wash away the memories, the world will continue to

Crotate and the big question of what to do with thege peo.

ple will be forgotten until sompone else—or maybe even
spehabilitated” Charlie- - launches another erusade to butceh.
er the world .

The “turn the other cheek” attitude which the law all
too often chooses or it foreed (as in Michiran) to assume
will seldom vield anvthing but a slap on the other side of
the fuce ~what elee could vou expeet from a Charlie Stark-
weather

THE QUESTION IN these cases v Should a eonvieted
firet degree murderer have a second chanee to make good

or to kill again” We think not

It wonld be totally unjust to hand down dissimilar pen
alties to men convicted of similar erimes, trudding to any
thing as fickle as human pdyment the task of elassifving
them “reformahle” “incorrigible " As long as o man

any man lives he isoa potentinl dangrer to his society,
and when he onee manifeste this potentinl by tuking human
life in the first degree @t ds time “rehabilitation™ posabili-
ties are dicearded and justice boadminetered in eve for
an eve fashion .

The ery often arises that under the capit || punichment
syvatem o man may die for o crime of which he has heen
erronconsly convieted, wherens if life imprisonment were
the maximum penulty he would ot least be spared his life

It is true that non-eapital punishment would give the
man who mistukenly convieted of murder
the one man in a thons Uhreak' (if life imprison.
w break) In this sary aiffering among
the righteons might be minimized But how about the ma.
jority - the true Killers? A in prison mav gomeday
be released, or mav escape to resume hic killing wavs For
that matter, he can strike avain without ever leaving his
place of involuntary

THE KNOWN FACT that an
o anvthing to avold being ca
that non capmtal doe protect the innocent
either  in fuct it # lot maore room for them to suffm
than does the “harsh™ Kilt killedd wvstom
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makes no dif ference what Killer's mind was in
Perhups o sane Charlie wouldn't have manifested his killer
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