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I ha e ndertaken a job thCh ~s too hig for me. I ha ·e
O'reed to ad erti e a eries of books whi h are so impor-
ant to every American today that no words of mine can
justi ...e to them.
I ha e worl ed for wel'kf; trying to write an advertisement

h t would make these 'r-ooks se m as important to you as they seem
o me. I ha e failed. That is, I have failed unless this confession of
ai ure . ucceeds in arresting your attention to such an extent that you
,ill i 1vestigate these books and find out for yourself vhat I aUI un-
ble to convey to you.

If you vill do this, you will find in he books "hat I found there-and what
am unable to e pre to you. '1he reason I am not ble to express it is because
he e books tell the story of America-and because that story is

H BIGGEST TO Y I THE ORLD
These books tell the tory of he real m rica-the soul of America-s-the m t

hnlling, throbbing, and romantic story of all time.
Th re is no miracle in all recorded history like the miracle of these United

tate. And thi tory n ver ha been told befor as it is told in these bo ks,
dited by Edwin 1arkham and call d

"THE ElL E ICA II R ACE"
You think you, know your cormtryf-that you love your country!-that you
d be willi1lg to die for your cOltntryf 0 doubt. So did I.
But now I say to you that you do not know your country unless you ha e

d these books. And you do not know yourself. You do not know to what
eight and depths your heart can be stirred. ,..ou cannot know that e altation of
ail~,ih'illg for your country which makes every man momentarily rilling' to die for
i country, un Ie s you have ead these storle of the real America} a edited by
D\VI MAl KHAl1., th great patriot, poet, and inspired author of ••1 he
n with he Hoc:'

I ERIC YOUR RELI 1011
merica should be a religion to every American today. It was-and is-a

Jig on t the m n who edited these books-and it will be to you and to your
ldren if you will introduce these books to your family circle.
The e b oks exprei the genius of America-and the hecrt-throb of America-

ey expre 's that soul which i the essence of America-they make you literally
the birth-pangs of this great republic-its growing-pains, its fears, hope, loves,
ats, sacrifices, and triumphs-above all, you will feel it glowing romance, the

Uying glory of it heroic past, the splendor of i future d tiny-if only the trq-
. ions of t] is pa t be kept untarnished,

Vh 1 I di covered the e books, I arranged with the publishers for a new
d b t r dition-s-to be sold, despite the advanced co t of materials, at the old
i e price which net the publisher only the barest margin over the co t of
oduction-ju t en ugh to cover the cost of distribution.

I arranged al 0 that all of the money receive for the books hould go back into
are books-and into advertising to distribute the books, I greed to handle the
verti ing minus my usual commission, and Marshall Field & Company hav agreed
di trib ite the books for me on a similar basis-a margin to cover only the cost of
ndling, I have don all of this because I believe my country needs to know these
oks if the American spirit is to be pre erved,

I dare to hope that I can plac at least a hundred thousand ets of th se
oks in merican homes and schools. If I am a good enough advertising
an, I can do it. I have the wholehearted patriotic co-operation of the pub-
hera. Wil iam H. Wise & Company-and of t e retail distributors, Marshall
1 ld & Company, in this effort. The re t is up to me-and to you.

I now ask for your co operation. I appeal to all of tho e who can afford it,
y-.t.he e book If you can buy more than one set, do so, and see that they
laced in the hand of some one who cannot afford them. 0 person in
i a-young or old- hould be denied the in piration of Edwin Markham'

at e a -the great message of Americanism-at this crisis in our coun-
history.

I CO C U ION
end where I b gan, 0 far a having expressed these books to
oncerned. I have failed to express them.
cannot believe that the ptt lie will ever fail to re pond to incerity-
1ressed- d I have tri here mer ly to tell the truth about my own

no to a new situation-the grim fact of tvar in a country hich i organized
pace-and hich mu t be stimulated quickly and vividly to a realization fit n w

tie , re ponsibilities and opportunitie .
1\11'. ar ham's books did this for me. They helped me to realize the short-

mings 0 my own Americanism, of which I had always felt proud before. They
p d me to mobilize my feeling, my' family, my business-for whatever war
y brin or my country may ne d.
To adverti e th e books 5 emed the first and mo t valuable service I c uld
d ,becau ad, ei tising IS my bu iness and I know something of·t power,
well a It technique.
I have myself contributed all that I can afford to this effort. I shall contribute

re if I can afford more as time goes on. For I do not intend t quit until every
rican ha had an opportunity to share in th regenerative pow r of these books.
he pre ent o-lory of America lies in her heroic p st. The tory of that past

nev r b en told in livmg words before. Her future splendor must be built
hat oried pa t. The story must be orne a living, potent part of every

of h daily life of every American man, woman, boy, and girl.
Arnerica ill receive this me age no -will absorb into her vitals this
tory of her own great past-the future of merica i safe-her bright

ny ur d. I ommend the e books to you, for yourself and for your
ren, WIt all h earnestness of which am capab e. hey a for sale i

on y .1 r hall Field & Com n - etail Book ection-Thir Floor.

AY.
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The man who asked me to read the 41 Real
America in Romance" had to insi t. The title did not in-
terest me and I did not think the books would ut I
finally agreed t try.

I picked a volume at random, ana start d in
after dinner, expecting the book to put me to sleep. I fin-
ished it at dawn the ext morning-and was reading the
next volume before b ea fast.

I couldn't qu'tt-and before the next ni • t I
found my whole family in a imilar t te 0 enthusi sm
over these astoni hing books with the dull title--a title
which now, however, ha become luminous with a new
light of sparkling romance, fascinating adventure, a re-
newed idealism and faith.

I laughed and was thrill d-wa mu ed
and uplifted-and I don't mind confe sin that I et those
books with honest tear in more than one pace.

For these books are romance a 11a hi-
tory-history of a new killd-true tale of. m ri a strung
on a thread of romance that makes each boo a complete
and thrilling novel.

Thi is history in unforgettable form-in in-
pirin fo l-history in the vital human ter s of great
love , dangers, sacrifices and triumph. Th form i that
of fiction, but the incidents are [acts

I remember that the first volume I read cov-
ered our Civil War period-and the story wa hat of
two star-crossed lovers-one from the South and one
from the North-who went through that baptism of fire
as only lovers can-separated by circumstance, but bound
together by a great and sacrificial love.

Imagine my amazement, after sitting up all
night to finish this great love story, to hear from the man
who is said to own th best Ci oilWar library in the world
--not excepting the Congressional Library-that he con-
sidered thi book not only the most interesting but the
most accurate history of the Civil War ever written!

As look back no y and review the great a -
renture of reading these books, it seems to me that their
out tanding characteri tic is their universality of appeal.
Mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, em to be
equally interested. I have tested it not only in my own
family, but in many others-on plain ordinary folks and
on professor of literature, historians, and other ophisti-
cated readers.

I made thi test in order to find out hether
or. not they would affect othe s as they had affected me.

The uerdict was always the same. These
books re 0 interesting that they will keep you up ni hts
-and yet so truly historical and inspirational that you ill
be a better citizen for reading them .

After my own experience with the book , I
went to the publi her-asked him to make a n w edition
and allow me to advertise the bo ks. I offered to give
my time, talent, and as much money as I could afford, to
get these book beforethe public.

I made another discovery then-I found a
new type of publi her-new, at least, to me. I found
this publi her-s-William H. \Vise-ready to invest a for-
tune in a ne v edition of the e book -but on one condi-
tion only-that nobody-including him elf-should rna e
more than the cost of handling out of it.

The new edition has cost tremendous! more
than any previous edition. The cost of everything that
goe into books has increased-on many items more than
lOOper cent. In spite of this and of the fact that forty
new color plate. have been added to the books, the new
edition is to be sold at the price of the old-because this
publi her does not want a profit on patriotic books in war
time.

found the great retail book section of Mar-
shall Field & Company , iIling ami eager to co-operate in
uch an enterprise. They listen d to my storv and im-
mediately placed their great selling resources ;t my dis-
posal.

That i the story of how I discovered these
books-and w hy I a adverti ing them.

Getting people to read these books i-mv idea
of PREPARED TE S-preparedness not only fo'r war,
but preparedness for everyday CITIZEN HIP. Peo-
ple who are prepared to live for their country vill alway
be ready to die for it if need be.

Our fathe s and grandfather were always
prepared. They knew the. history of our country, be-
cause they help to make It-and the); loved the thing
for which they h d sacrifi ed 0 much.

vVe and our children are not fired to love 0
country by the me e recital of facts. Facts are dry and
dull. ...ever until these book were written ha th re
b en a chance for u or our children to re-live the history
of our country-to burn with the ame emotions tha t
fired our fathers to live heroic live') and-when the
time came-to di a' heroicallj a h y had lived.

I appeal particularly to p rent, to school
teach rs, to newspaper editors and write ,to ministers,
and to all ho h ve to do with the molding of lives into
effici nt citizen hip-to help me With thi campaign. I ask
you to buy the e ooks, read them, and talk about them-
nd to induce oth rs to the am They will be placed
on sale this morning by Mar hall Field & Company.

~hank you.
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Admiral Dewey Said__
"1 have already read on volu e,

.• which I find exceedingly intere ting.
I nticlpate very much plea r 10
reading the others."

Jolin D. Shoop, Supt. of t -
Chicago Schools, lay, I

"The educational world is indebted
to the creators of this work for the
ne and unique settin vhich has
been given to the events in our na-
tion's history."

JuClgeBen B. Lindsey says:
"It i diffic It to get young people

to ead history becau e they think it
i dry. h n one has taken u on
of these volumes he cann t keep from
reading it."

Mrs. Julia G. Scott, President
General of the D. A, ., says:
"The heavy debt of gr titude to

this great-h arted poet laureat of
democracy-Edwin Markham-ha
been greatly augmented by th ap-
pearance of thi monum ntal \\ ork,
thi splendid natio al epic, full of the
poetry and patho , the wild adven-
tur, plcndid heroism, and unri .aled
achievements of our lorious hi-
tory."

Profe or Shepardson of t e
University of Chicago say:
"I can think of nothing better for

the home library than this publica-
tion. It is certain to be read with
enjoyment and profit by the old r
members of the Iamily as ~ell as th
yo n er."

Georgene Faulkner, "the Sto y
Lady," say :

"It seems to me that this series of
books should be in constant use in
every home. From our exp rience,
if they are placed in the home they
will be in constant use."

Florence Holbrook, Principal, the
Forrestville School, says:

"The best work on the history of
ur country possible to imagine or
desire."
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Major Rowan, the Man Wlio
Carried "the Mes8age to

Garcia," says:
HI congratulate Mr. Edwin Mark-

ham and I congratulate the country,
on the fact that the nece sary lesson
of patriotism has b en made so easy
by such competent hands."

The Literary Digest say8:
"The e volumes make dry bones

stand on feet. 1hey supply dry bones
al 0 with flesh and blood, making
them breathing figures-active, po-
tent and alive."

R. J. Cuddihy, Publi er, The
Literary Digest, ys:

"When I took up the fir t volume,
I expected to entertain my If or an
hour or two, but 'as so fa cinat d
by the story that I found myself 111
reading at 2 A. M., without having
noticed the passage of time."

Governor Johnson of Minnes
says:

(II know of no set of hooks whic
has gi\ en me more ati faction and
keener enjoyment."

Form r VIce-Pre i ent Adlai E.
, tevenson ° S ys:

"An in pi ration to American youth.
Should ave an abiding place in every,
Americ in library."

Clark Howell, Edi or of the
Atl uta Co titution, s ya:

"The e volumes hould occupy a
place 10 every lil rary and I m lad
to number them among the book i
mine."

A Father Writes:
"My thirteen: ear old on refu ed

at first to look at the books because he
thought t1 ey were historical. fter
being -equired to read the first two
chapters of volume 1 as a pm z.sh-
ment, he is 0 deeply inter ted th t I
ha e to compel h m to go to bed and
come to his meals."

I . A. Iattlock, Hunts, ille, 10.

I BELIEVE TH T AB II C L
would gladly have given a year of hi labor for thi OPP rtunity-
and w01;11dhave sat up night after plitting rail all day-to read he
books by the light of a pine knot-as he did to read other zreat book -an
that

BENJAMIN F KLI
would have walked from New Yorl to Philadelphia-living on
crust of bread for days-for the privilege of buying- 011,(' uch book a the e
-as he is said to have done for the sake of buying an ther book.

T IE BIG QUE TIO I
what will you do to get them? The publi her i w illinz to gi re
them to you on the easiest possible terms. I <l111 willing to put ev cry ounce
of advertising talent I possess, and every dollar I can t, into < ettmg you
to buy and read them-into getting these vonder ul storie into tl e heart
and lives of the present and the coming generation of mel icai s.

Even if you must make a acrifice in order to
buy these books, do so-they are worth it.

ct Today-Only 20 et air

If you want to be sure of immediate delive y, I advise
you to act today. Th new edition is just off the pres
and only 200 sets are bound and ready for delivery.
These sets ought not to last through the day. There
vill be plenty of books later-the publishers are rush ...
ing delivery as much a possible-but if you want t
begin tonight the great adventure of sharing in th
de tiny of your country-O DE THESE BOOK
TODAY.

" E L
Edited y EDWIN MA KHA

The books are on ale In Chicago 1y

A HAL FIELD. CO.- ET L 0 CT-T

.I. OTE-Out of to vn inquirie
th publi rs illiam H. i


