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—

idea whatever of wiat was going on, und
id, iu a reckless way:

“What's the h gcmlemun e

The answer to this aggravating ques-
tion wasa ringing ¢
| ocsupants™of, the carringe, who added:
“Prive ahead for all-your are wort.h.

_Spsre nothing.” .

> prehend the gravity of his su,uutlou in

-] dreain; but it is all over now, and we are .

» from one of the | werestamtinz and the “boy tairly danced

shaking up he had received at the hands
of Noel Edwards, and e was able to coms

s0111e measure,
*We are caught,” whispered 'Dawson.
“The easiest way out is to let the old
i have his daugnter, and you proceed
on your journey. We oan't afford to
fight this thing out.” -
(arson consented. He wag glad to gét
| away trom this blind man, who haunted
himlike a spectre, and he cheerfully

carriage.

The poor girl's senses were awry. - She
did not know where she was or what she
was doing, and when she was placed on
the side-walk she was compelled to chng
o her father for suppon.

in & voice mmbﬁngwith emotton. as hu
olasped her in his arms. “What wild
tate could have plsoeu you in the power
of these bad men?”

“On, my dear father'thank Heawen,
you are still alive ! I went out 16 search
for you, and wandered into a stormy

togzether again. We shall never, never

part. Come, let us go home.” 5 . . .
At that moment Sam Sharp came 'run-

ning up to where father and daughter

with glee to see the turn affairs -had tak-
en. . .

“It's us good as a play,” said the light
hearted lad, catching Noel by the hand,

~&
‘The driver did uot ¥ind it easy ta
.obey this order. His horses absolutey
refused to move, and'he could not under-

Sharp was holding thcm
Meantime Noel was (rying hard.to 1 make
B way iuto the carriage. ing
open the door, the stricken -father -in- his
despomuonatruck the glass window with

[his clenched fist and--smashed it into

thousands of splinters. He ‘thrust his
head and shoulders threugl thié opceuing
thus made and caught one ot’ the male
ooccupants of the -vehitlé~bs the throat.

At that moment thé driver,. becomning,
furious with his stubborn horses, ﬂpphed
the whip recklessly, and thus urged, (he
animals leaped’ forward, fiinging ~Sad
Sharp aside, and hurling him-against one
of the neighboring - buildings with a de.
gree of forve that made him sce a thous
and stars. Sam speedily recovered hime
self, however, and followed’ the rush’

-wond

‘UI(KY LonVe)-nch and No(ary l'ub
3 bo-lecuonu;_;nd all_otticr busloess leti

wun “bim, will recelve prompt altention. Farm
- and village property for sale. .=

. :r““ 8. FLINN, Auctioneer, will attend—sa

ot all kinds;wt luwer ligures, than any othe!

aleemnn, for 1888- 80 Urgue left Bt 1o EdanR
prisx ofice will receive prompt attention.

Edwards and ,o‘theqmman Whose_. shrill
cries for help be heard above the cursing
of the dnver and the clutier of the
whecls,

CHAPTER X.

| ing carriage up the dimly-lighted auey—

| would fainforget.

“{hé wdy you made those two.chumps
take water. I mmmmm now, |
| and¥ know who thev-are. It's Dick Daw-
son’ the gambler, and Clarence Carson,

mmrv—vmmmrmrﬁrym—sa‘i‘
he has m.led ‘his inan before now.” -
“They are both villains,” said Noel.
“Did you notic ewm way—ﬂn cln'rmgs
weiit?"

helped Dawson to lift Edith out of thew-,

Dawson’s a had 'un, he is, andit'sa wonder |

son's pmbl‘lng room, haunved her like
evil spirits, and she wondered if, by any
acoident whatever, of whi¢ch she was not
aware, he could be justified in so adress-

g her. Her experience-at Dick. Daw-

's was more like a dream than_a
it®, and thq nature of the place, as
described - by 8Sam Sharp, who was a
bright, ' intelligent. boy, and who
knew almost everybody in Grimsby, fill-
¢d her mind with many fears'as to the
strange possibilities that might bave oc-
curred there. .

To a giiTof her shy, semitive nature,
the very thought of having beed all
ight in Dick Dawson's gambling rooms
iwplied a dlsgrace that- made her heart
ache. How she got there was of course a
mystery to her, as iunexplicable.as the

- -tmtetul words of Clarence Carson, “Re- |

meniber, you . aremy ligfuly wedded wife!”-
and all her efforts to think it-out resultec,
in failure. o

At last, with a supreme cffort of wxll
sheeaid: .

“I'll not think of it aby longer,” and
resolved on refreshing. her jaded spirits
with a few hours' sleep. In a little while
‘the city of Grimsby would be astir again
withy activity, and‘in the meantime Edith
thought she would rest.

She could hear the voices of her father
and mother in_&n adjoining reom, and
~he-thankéd God thit her father was
#till alive; but the misery of his blind-
ness’tilled her hedart with & sadness more
| poignant than’any persoual grief of her |
.own could be, and she prayed fervently
ghat Tie 1might ngzht yet be released from dark-
ess and the priceless boon ot aigbr. re-
‘stored to bim.

Edith found rvlief in her prayers and

“Yes; it was(,uare%r‘e——

Before he could finish the sentenoe,
Zelda, who had turned pale, raised her
pand in warning, wnd said:

“Hush! sty no more; you are mista.
ken,”

Harkins rén.d her meaning at a g'lnnce |
He was one of those devoted, faithful
fellows who would rather suffer..them-
selvea than inflict pain upon.those to
whom they become attached by years of
service, and so hrg said:

“It i3 quite possible, Mua Carson, that
I was mistaken. It was no vasy matter
to distinguish faces in that light.”

¢ Harking,” she said, laying her hand
on his arm, “don't breathe a word of
your suspicion to a soul, Our sorrow. is
already great, but if to this there ' should
be added the disgrace implied in your
words; it wouldkill me, I feel thatI
could rotendure it,” :
- Harkins understood. He saw that
Zelda was swayed by & violent emotion,
and he felt that greater than her present
sorrow would be that inflicted by the
disgrace of letting the world know that
this Llack deed had been done by her
own cou«m, her fumers chenshed nep-
hew.

“Your will shall be law with me in
who would be glad to sge Clarence Car-
son captured and punished for his crime,
weére it not that he now knew how deep
w0uld be lhe pam 1t. \wuld inﬂwt on

..
r’HﬁTﬂs was confident of (,,larem‘e Car-
son's guilt.” He feltthat there could be_
no pos:ible doubt about it, as he had seen
him runn,ng AW ay tnom the study im-

“Tbeen-so-fur beyond hiim for-socigl- statfon

this roatter; said the Laithfal “Harkins, T

justice. Believe me," ho added, “Ishall
Jeave pothing -undone to bring. the
criminal to justice. Even though he
were my own brother, Miss Carson, I
would yield him up. to the law without a
pang, and gladly sce him punished.”
Her resolute, calin and tranquil face
underwenta great change during the
delivery of this -speech, Bekert saw
pain, auxicty, and unrest stamped on
every feature, awt felt his growing’
power; but he was jr:lent enough to
know that the time was not ripe for him
to profit Ly it. The dream of his life was
to wed Zelda Carson. Hitherto she had

and personal pride, thiat he bad ' scarcely
dared to hope that he would ever reach
her, but now he felt that disaster nad
bridzed the gull between them, and
brought her near hit. The lines of suf-
fering.in her beautiful face inspired him
with the hope that he might yet be able
to coerce where he could not persuade;
and while prete nding tosympathize with
her, he rejoiced.in his heart, or rather
secretly gloated over her sorrow.

‘“Can you not tetl me whom you sus-
pect?” ‘said Zelda: “I promise not to
- divalge the pamé, if you desire me t6 do
s0."

““Plegse do not urge me, Miss Carson.
Ifearitis more than 4 suspicion, aund
when the name is kuown, the news will
fall like a thunderbolt. For the present
I must be silent, much as I w ndld like to

your anxiety. I know why you do not
wish me to communicate my suspicions
to the police. As a cousin it-does you
credit, but your duty as a daughter ts
clear.”

“What do you mean?” she asked, her
cheeks suddenly turning crimson. -

“I mean,” he almost hissed, “that
while.you would gladly punish the man
who struck your fatber his death-blow,
you are restrained by your painful posi.
tion as the eousin of that man, He is a.
Carson, and you fear to disgraoe ‘the
name.”

“Itis false " she cried. -

- “Y'oan prove it now,” saTd‘Eckert bold T
ly.

- “For pity's take bé**ment" she en-_
treated. ..

“For yoursak.e, hawlnspeped —“{ wr&—----
at present; but remember that my future
. stence rests with you.”"

. “Upon what terms? ” she asked, in the
hope that money could induce him to
keep the secret.

“Iwill not name them now,” he sald.

“Then, wait until the others go,” said
Zelda, “and T will sed™yon alone.” -

But Eckert insisted’ _upon going just -

‘then, and said that he would' rather talk -
about the matter some other time. Ao~
cordingly, under the plea of having tm.
portant work to do, he took his leave of
Chief Ward and Edgar, and bowing
foundly to Zelda, left the room,

“his

grant-you any request.” -

Eckert felt that he had scored a strong
point, And was about to, withdraw from
[ theé scene; when the cliief of police, ac-
corfipanied by ahandsome young man,

whn'\nnnnrnd to-Le about an'.nnﬂ

shadow lingered long_ Dbehind, _
. CBAPTEB XIIL < .

| EDITH'S INTERVIEW WITH -JUDGE RANSOM~—

SOU ARE CLARNCE CARSON'S WIFR" '

Itears, and she inight have forgotten the
mmblers den, fora time at least, wore
it not that her attention was forubly
called to the fact Ly the'srange dress in
which she found herself when about to,
disrobe. It was the dress Dame-D:

_RWBon

Aintel ¢
vnv deed—-was—donc;

y-it o
this view of the casé was strengthened by
the fact that the spendthrift nephew had
[-divappeared on the very oraing’ that

the (nmv ‘had been eommtted. let

“Yes," answered Sam;
Lon-it as they drove off. It went in the
direction of the railroad-station.” |

“ And that’s whiére they were going to
take my Edith, instead of bnngmg her
home. Thank—fortune; that“sént me |
here, “Itsheena bitter mght,” added
Noel. "““But out of it all & blessing -has
oome at last, and Heaven hds enabled

e to save my dem‘ child from & temble
‘tate.” - -
. As,he said Qheﬂe words, he felt Edith's
hand fluttering like a bird within his

“Ihad. my oye

hadgiven her to wear in exchange for |
ber own wet clothing, after she had been
rescued from the river, and now that shie
knew the character of the place ,{t,

| ogme Trom, 6 ¥rom, she loathed the very siY, of
it, -zn.d mmmﬂxo—pafﬁﬁay Trom - her.

“While she was thus engl..ml, a4 crump-
led piece “of paper Huttered. from her |
bosom to the floor. 8he was curious to
know what it wuidj)mmy Coutain; and
picking it up, she read therein - words
that burned imto her soul and embittered

sake,. beo.mhe he did noL hke tf) see the
family afflicted in its bereavement by a
great disgrace.

Nothing more was aid on-tke subject.
st then, and Harkins was about to |
leave the study, when Zelda's younger
sister May knocked at the door. and said
rthat Mr-Eckert, their father's confiden-
tini book keeper, desired to see her.

P Zeid!ﬂmd fome time previous conceiv-
ed a strong aversion for Eckert, because"
of his marked and- persistent attention

years of age, ntered the place. ;

Zelda extended both hands to -the
young man, . The tears which she had
been struggling to hold back during her

beTestrained, and with a sobbmg ery she
exclaimed:

T UeLdgar, mgar 1l.|~ is hnmor! “hat
shalld do?”

young man thus addressed was a favorite
and a friend. Zelda- Carson- had shown
no such tenderness toward her father's
~confidential book-keeper, and to an un-
prejudiced eye, this fine-looking, broad-
t shouldered, and ervct youth -seemed
|“worthy of any woman's (‘:qnﬂdence‘

Edgar sirong was a_ youhg lﬂm;‘nr’ e

interview " with Lckert” could wo longer |

It .wns cleat to- Tom Eakert -ﬂm&m o

UDGE  RANSOM was
__seated in his office, .
.late n the after-
noon,, looking over:' -
so_mn.ln_w_wen,»__--_-———

pondering over “the
...pjnight’s revel that =
k=) bnngs the morTow’s . R
St + whon } )
Tt heardatiniid knock . -
at his door. He wds not in a mooa to be *
annoyed. - His head feltas if it was twice
fts usual size, and the complex legal
guestion with which his mind was en-

=
Cal

.postponement, seemed to ‘multiply the

own. _She shuddered at_the thought_of

her-li = _were:

Fwhat might hiave vefallen her had mot
“ter father happened so opport«unely up-
on the ecene, and even'as it was, she was
hauuted by 1 strange, wild cy that she
It seemed the echoof
.Clareuce Carson's voice, as he followed
her along the corridor, after the incident

O1IX W. PATCHIX,

Attorpey at Law.

. Oftiee. over Robison & Ru-lim‘s Clothiu\: Store |

- (loonmun uousn BARBER 8HOP,
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- dbavipg, Ihlr.,umna‘sbnmpwq, &cs Neatly

e
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= ('roprlt.tor ol lbcon‘l;

N
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. BBYDOLDS,
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tended to. Dates can be made

B.

. Enterprige office, ll_nnchqm

. __# MYSTERIOUS MARBIAGE CERTIFIGATE.

FTER driving gome
- distance, at a furious

<o wards' han"mg halt
~“way through the
door of the carriage,
and his right hand
upon thethroat of
-~ driver Drought-his]|
horses {0 a sudden’
—hﬂ“ at th(‘ command of Dick Dawson,
who entreated the enraged f.\ther 10 ré-
lease his deth-grp.,

- The teinptation to put an end | lo NoeT's |

life'at That momont was great in Dick
-Dawson’'s mind, but the veterun gambler
had d\«otﬂl‘on as wemnd
y out ﬂf:‘&hﬂ"diﬁ“‘u“},
he decided not to ('Olnlnlt a crime that
i _onie more in the

B

meshes of the law.,

He now knew that the man’. who had
burst like n&huuderholt upon the scene,
at the \'erj:.momeut wheil he aud Clar-
-erive Catsen were about t) put into oper-
utlon their mfamous—phn of carrying

DENTIST.

" Ofice over.Ficese & Bon's rore, Clinton, llclig

Lopg ex
sccesaful maoner in all departmentsof the profess
3100, Iatest and mowt BppTOveA—mcthods |

“used, and satisfaction guaradteed. .1 will be in]
Juhon Monday of each week nnm Apru or May*

7

ence enatlea me to pncuccln a rost |

none other than Edith's father, and he
felt that the safest way ont of _the dilem-
ma was to let. EJiflC Z6—aud - enicourage
Carson to escape to Europe_aloue.

A1l this came to” Du,k Dawson llke &
tlash.

drank very: luhg_, and no” matter how
drunk others might be, his Lriin was al-

speed, with Nool Ed.

& Clarence Carson, the |.

-1 nothing of this w her cqmpaniom

t\_loﬂ.r—w«u—-b&eel(;om?-“y -
- Just 88 they reac ‘héd the edge of ‘thef .

Like all ~u(-u\af|~ll munh]m* Dawson |

Oh, how .she bated that man, who in 'such
a short space of time had becomne the
I'bane of her life!

and he clmmed her as his wife. - W :

t?__nows:

Y

GRIMSBY, Jonuary —, 18—,

- This is to certify that on the date here- |
in named, Clarence Carson and Edith Ed«
wards, bothof the city of Grimsby, were
by me nmt;ed in.the holy bouds"ef ‘matri-
mony, in the presence of witnessesand in
| accordance—with—the laws—of—this—com

mgnvLea;gh.

- GILBEBT RA.\BO]I Judge.
Richard Dawson, ‘ Hmem:

v}

T+

The_judge attributed the knock at his "~

ellows who Know how to combine auda-
city with caution, and he had availed
himself, on two or three occasions, while
I"waiting at Zelda's house tomeet her fath-
| er on business, of the-opportunity to play
the role of the gallant. On each oocasion
he had been repulsed—-with becoming
rdigaity, but he slways tric laugh

‘away his discomfiture with a sinister

cently adinitted to-the bar——n his-youth
he had " been an office hoy for ] hilip Car-
son, and his gentle, polite and pleasant
manners won favor with the entire fam-
ily. 1he friendship then forined for the
poor lad neverlostany. of its warmtb, and |’
no one t,ook a deeper interest in Ldgar
S ss, or felt—prouder of his
splendid | attainments, than- did  his
wealthy friend, Philip téxson

-smile. .
Tom Eckert was a man of medium
height and uncertain His

Edith spoke but little ou the way home.
_Herright hand-rested ift het father's left
as she walked by his <|,de, nnd ™ dnswer
to his many queries, she wu compelled
toplead weariness, and to. proinise that
| ki good tine she kuld telRjm a strauge |

mry.,‘_~

- Sam Sharp tﬁm,ed alone at the ot.he
sxde of Noel, oarrymg his hundle of -pa-
pen in his arm,” and inudulging in fre-
quent conunents ofi the ‘conduct gt Car-
son, Dawson, .“d the men .who were
supposed to frequent the gambling-den
of the latter. .
The la.ds convemumﬂmdmﬂi m it

to interest Edlth who, now' m'aned the

iy

Edith stared st the strange .document
in wldo-eyed—wender for-several minutes,
Her puilses throbbed quickly, and f‘hers
brain wasina whirl.
he cried, at last, in per'de-

enfold force: |
“Remember, youare my lawfully wed-
ded wife !™ ‘and she-sank - under their
crashing wwight upon the bed a.na
moaned plteously.

| care back to her Wit

| glance that wasas quick and poisonous

w
black and cut sbort, and his moustache
| was always carefully waxéd.’ ,

Although a_.,fre.g..uep.k.ywysmm.mk
Dawson's gambling-room, he managed to
mainiain the reputatien. of being a
modet young man, anisnm_mehjnnn_
| Carson's-confidence.

—Haurkins never liked him,- -and when he
entered .the study ip response ‘to Miss
Carson’s invitation, the coachman gave
him a look that was full of»meanmg Heé
received in return "a _contémptuons.

-

asa serpent's sting. But the cloud clear-
‘ed q\ﬂckly trom Ecke.n.s face as he ad-
1

He wasaeeply touchcd by Zelda's trx-ie”t,=
which was so.intense that he—searcely |
€W W) to advauce for the pur-
pose of asa_uagmg_lt.,_.'m lengtli_he _said:-
"MlssCarson this is indeed a great
"B16W, " but you musi- meet it bravely.
There is ueed now, more then ever,
for the exercise of true fortitude, Ff

s

you to commana 1
days, when I found it auch a pleasure to
run errands for you. I was on {he point |
of coming of my own accord when I
received your sad measage“‘ . .

-Eckert, who had deferred hls ex:(,
heard all this, and felt chagrined to think
that Zelda had sent for Edgar Strong.

any. B
hieh

The trio had €6 pass through a a sort of
i on their way to the home of
Noel, 8D T apath 1ay ifite clese. t0 |
the mouth’ otat.unnel that led into one

attracted her agelmou while she was fn | .+
{ Dick Dawsou's gilded deuy Tt she -said | -

of the coal mines owned by the Grimsby |

by a great,se’nsatiqn
The moruing papers
were full of it, and

-extra editions, giv-
Fing “the Fery latest
particulars” srere

.Ther. his- aympathy and his assistance in

Stood;~to—offer

_any_my_t.hat. snenght.tmnk he could:]
be useful. -

*“ My dear Miss' Cmsou " he began, “I
need hardly tell you how it pains me to
‘think of yourmoble father beu.tg struck
down--in—that dast-.rdly —manuer.- Is
there apy -hope?”

“The Aoctors- do not (.‘u'e to venturg m

mineslope, Sam's quick eye caught sight
of & human tigure’ emerging. stealthily.
‘out of the gloomy place. It-lovked so
spectral at that unseemly bour, yhat the
boy received a_severe shock, Tnd, start-
ing back suddenty,™ “he exclaimeg in a
volce loud epough to lie heard by the in-

dividual who had a.&tm«ad—hhamm-

sesand fluttering
from the hands gf
nimble newsboys,
who am)recm(ed the value of’ making
bay while the sun was. shimng, and-vo-
viferated nccordmvly

_Thetheme of an tmis commotion, the
inspiration “of - Jthe big black headlmes
and the cause ohthe clAmor along _tm
principal «reets,” in shrill treble voices.

WﬂI€Q car to ""Rk i-ml aet,

ot lmpom‘.a

IAPANESE GBA[’E NA PKINS

dmr. rccclu-d' at the

o

v I:Jnt:enpris_"é".'Oﬂicé.' .

Sy
‘. Manchester, Mich.,,

agiressing Noel, ©1 wil] h'ne cause ‘to
regret ﬂ-ns Tash corcdact > »
C“Xever!T exciaimed Noel, “or you will
gever iot-gruniit-l-know ‘what has be-
tom@ of my.child; and it Edith' has heen
srunged, I'll have this rascal life.".

T “Mau, Fyon are mad!™ retorted Dick
Dawson. ““In Heaven's name, what do
. you want, auid why are you. herep"

“Lwant my child, you scoundrels!™

. F‘med Noel, pa«uonz:wly

1 “Let "9)nur,_mm old man,” be said, |

__“Who'athat?"
3| EATtR urered a m
ahd the mAH Who chumne ouf Of THT unmie-
He v\rag

| slopeturnca sigderly around.
without a Jight, a_fia1 wh'r
sppearance coming ot oin

TTIuraeTous CK on | hilip. Car-

o P cifont of thé GTimsby vteel
Wb

\»orlw aceor ing tg uw TepeFts]
bait be ek down in his ‘owir Lo
by an assassin, and volxbed or ‘one’ Loy
dred, lh()v sand duliars: -

8 time &l the more nme e Lo
Sam recognized him ata. @-noo in the

star-light:— He saw it-was Tom Eckert, '
Company. to whom he often sold news. -
papers. “Etkert was about i pass on
without sa’ymx—an'y‘hmg, when Sa.m
spoke up, and sul&'lre#sm° him,- said:
)¢ it

, | —In that trying hour al the blind. manbs |
— 3 bim, e e telvt .
- __.( = Eal L
i 3
‘ “ATl déntal operations uy.— Gasor| eoutend W I rreerreptied Bk
T .. Vitalized -&jr -adr es8 “W:H 'Y““ ¥ttt Bipve Wer with P‘e"{s ert; " but'I went in garly in_the evenins,
o ! tHiptonmatic on souic.business, and the fact ls, I lost

" Onaton every Wednesday. -

and ,rubber plates guars fFod to ? !m;gmun ()

v

(er—home—anyhow, after treating ber
Lmdlv at t_ny house; but i s stormy"
ﬁmﬂs wo are

ARSTELLER, T
.
. Maunfactorer and dealer in all kinda of * ~
OEMETEBY AND BUILDING WOBK
iﬁi«rcmry‘zr“”‘“

cranit&;;mnumem%

A large and J;omxvleu stock of finished momnu-

~ ments ¥nd tablets slways on hand. Commani-
cations by mail wLil 1eceive prompt attention.

‘Works on Clicago Street, CI.INTON .
nnd Railroad Stroet Tecumesh.

C Ll'.ﬂ'\' & co.,
.Dealers ln

G“‘cermsi

. Paovxsmxs,

Ganned Goods,

Uwckery Boou and Shoﬂ Wall Paper, Wooden.
Wlllow Tin and

-

HARDWARFi

. g .('.

t—ist
to got for our troubld, the sooner we sur-
render her to her father the bet&er Is it
not so, Mr. Carswm?”

“Carson, Carson ! exclaimed \Ipel in
a tnry “Where is that. scoundw-l—
son?" and he released his holtt on Clar-
ence's throat, lhmkmv ke could 'lay

bands en’ the n‘»Je( t. of* his wrath, who
muat be some wh«-m near,

Ditdk realized that he had maﬂn A/ Inis--
take, He was not aware of Noel's blind-

" | ess, but with ns usual tact he prompuly
{ tried to” repair his error by, saying, "I |

wtas rvfcmng toour driver. His name is |
Cnteom, w good, simple man, whom' you
cannnt possibly know.”

*That's right, sir,” said the driver, who
was feelitrg quite Rilarious by this time,
2 the result of the wine-t-which he had
+ inHilged 8o Treely “befere leaving Dick

wm‘fxp:mmenu ‘“you can call me
afdything you like."

Noel had. relemdhuhold on Clg.renee
| Carson's throat, but was. still .clinging to
[ the door of-the carriage, trembling witn |
-excitement,.

and wondering how thh.

T3 ﬁer\-* { been murs c
f‘ woxﬂd come orf.."\,_ ' i {  [Teports were wrltten he was ancon-
"Youm,;uek;.mﬂed Sam, | acious.and not expeated to: recover. His

r"t.ha& you did ot losc™ wmway alto-
T hear the’ meusayas thore's o
good many workings and wmdulgs inthe
slobe.now, and that it takes an old, hand
to find hxs'\my there‘ speuauy in &he
I dark."= S
-1 suppesé so,” Was the cun commgx:t
of Tom E(kcrt who, after darting a
searching glanice at Sam Sharp,: Noel
and Ldith, hastened forward with a.
swinging stride, as if he felt that rurthcr

sirable.

mither, who had been qt:mg gbt?
+with a fevewd—braio; To the
ticking of the clock, and oountmg the
weary bouws as they went
swooned:

"Anaband e.a:e forward to greet her.
Whatronter thit there were tears in ¢

breakiug in lhrougl}v the eastern_wiu- |
@gws, with 'Tte Thessage of Iight and :
hope, and sunshine ?

Pt _was_not_until Edith reaohed bar

H
4

i

R
Dawson rnnnngod to whfspcr m Carson's’.

s

[Ear. The Ia(mr,'whe was almodt_stupid ;*

T roow, bowever, that she gave full soope

40T hestormy of grief Mat h'ld been swell- |

The lndlgntt on of be ﬂamboyant,’
Mbh-lemded colwmmns,in - which-thege -

the book-keeper for the Gnmghrsm statements were printed, was all the i

.more intense because of the fact that the |
money for -which Mr. Carson had been !

murdered wis intended to 0 Ve use used in
paymé’nt of his worhﬁen, of whom

desd, the newspapers .&mﬁetﬁMW
W&W =

home was a scene of creat sorrow and |

|

deep .~-suffering. ’nmoe the__best

Qoctors i thn-city were™ m'ersnmv’mg

mysteriously nbontmooouoll and. doing
‘wmeeomplish

-allthat medichY

m—-a—-aa—wel—l—m&—«)

‘“And lsthere any ofue to the perpetra-
tor of the crime?™™ -

“Yes," said Zelda, who was off her
guard, but who, suddenly rm,allxn,, her-
_self, added, “that is to say,; Ttean Hoth- |
ing definite,"—

She felt thut ‘Imn “ckert was not the
man. to be trusted with herterrible ses
| oret._She could not count on his_silence |
as she could oB that'of the steadfast
Harkihs, and'she gn»au\ feared that he |
mi"ht»sus“ect something frow her em-
barrassmé¢  “But'if /»hh_«wl.__u_x_
aave, noticed-the face ef. Fekert Y‘.n

Already the: mnﬂdﬂml:hﬂ"ﬁook—keengr
was jealouz™ of this ‘splendid-looking
| young lawyer, and ‘he thereéfore made

| ure, whose face.was almost hidden from % .-

| el —what s _it?

door to his unusually active and vivid ime
aginntion, and proceeded with his work.
The knock was repeated. :
“Confound Dick Dawson's, ' wine,”
thought the judge, “He will have to im-. .
prove its guality or, forfeit my favor.” i
. Again the knock came; this time a little -
Ioud mm, and the judge, realiz. .

% that it was Ro (Lgmion @anQ_t.he
oor,

. Heaondered vwho Eis-vist i h_.».
since it.was well known in Grimishy that  __
-he never received anybody in his private. — "
office, which was devoted to his deepest
thought-and most exoTusive work.. He
hesitated ‘about opetiing the door, but
thinking possibly this might be some pers
son wn‘,h aﬁmpormut measagﬁﬁst m

the n&tnre of the inte’rruptiop

- Judge Ransom was surprised tosee that
| his visitor was a young girl of slight fg .,
view fii the folds of ker shawl. He wnsat
.4 loss to know what to- think, and m ‘a8

rather brusque voice said:

want?” .

-ap K3 mitd (o strike sooner then thai
he would have done had not Edgar a;r
peared upon the scene.

Accordingly, while Zelda wa.s sobbmg
‘her grief out in b""’_kil}.‘.‘ﬁ-ﬁ!!“ to Edgar,
“who consoléd her as best he could with
such words of comfort as he deemed ap-

iy SN
oalled tbe chief of police aade and con- |
versed w:th him in undertones.
The chief was a stout, phlegmatic man
of about fifty, with iron-gray hair, and

_small, mall, keen, restless eyes. Fred Ward
was his name; and he had seen many
years' servi 0 the Grimsby force,__be-
f“ re he hiad been appointed its chief.
> -Tom Eckm nothed that when he
Zelda—easto—ar

‘tears. Her fear thas Erlert was about to

tell somethin was &soused to a puinful

pmh and sﬁ:- coind = ureely. hld" her
[pyiety,

-moment-when she sid. ‘xex” 1o his
ton, she would -see ‘that he too wasenf !

afforded him, great relief. . .
“Of course,” he said, with his ad: s

| tomnéd  composure, ‘‘there will be &’

s0Tis of Tamors afloat, Butit—will b hh'

have . them:y ihn.t. I 1.h‘u

.‘sowe

‘barrassed, and that hermbsoquen.monlu in-a low—veice, while ‘the chief’s éyes|
! ‘'were bitsy taking in the scene. " *

take—too “mTreh; STOTK T ..qm ;o‘o{,ja

- ”Tbjs is the hom in which the crime
“was GOminitied; " sHe heard EcKert ay, |

Zeldawas i a -state of terrible sus.
_pense, “She w ondered -what did Eckert
kunow, and what was he &hout to tell; and}—_

minutes" lv;lvn:T eonver

A

s i iz iY

}0!1 hiye!™ she “exclrimed eagerly.
‘ “Tell fie—oh, tell me what it is, Mr, E:k- |
SiL

]t*rt It may rchove ‘my terrible.

She hiad hoped that this man would.be |

able to advinee some idea that would |

over her eouisin, and in ber eagerness fov

‘sa®e the life of the stricken millionaire, |
some ray of hope she almost betrayed .
Zelda Carson, the beautiful daughter | qirzetr; hift she was doomed to (hssj-

and favorite child of’ the dying man,
seemed to have graarn. permaturely old
in‘a tew short hourt, The gay, girlish
spirit which made her life 8o sukny, - and

| ter of & circ le of frienda, deserted- her, !

ed with a great sorrow,

{pumtment, as Eckert declined to
[ what he knew.”

| e wns shrewd enough m sec ot a
. giance that by keeping hix alleged seciet

tell

questions would be di:asteful aud unde- | through which she had become the cen- | i well irhaiid it wouid furnish the pretext

1or many ‘interviews and much nupor-

A fesc minutes later Noel and Edith | and she was now a serious,. earnest wo- "xmt His
y on the part of the mifonaive's fuir
were at home, aud the poor; hesrfsick | man, - who had suddenly become acquaint- g t-mv'htar, and he thought m]umwlf*(hst

Wi nle the doctors were attending lmr'
father in hisroom, and everything was

.Tames‘ﬂnrkim and calling him into the
‘study that had been ‘the scene of the

the littl¢. J.ome as the dawn of day wns)___u-\ gedy, olosed the door:carefuity, and

i snide .
Sraimes, 1 belimo sou are the’ only

fpersm\ who ‘mot ‘n good ook at the man

s thab—ran wtonr. the con-mor’?mm this

room, aft‘ev-the-« rum- w'\s commltted "
o

‘j tvmmy one at prezent,” he said,

Bt-ev entuatly FoTiie fsans Fot¥ead.
i ln"to%omelmng that he had long since
set hisheart upon. .

alﬁml done that she could .think of for Bls . Eekert's refusal.th]
s et . Zelda sh'ul- hm
~with joy~—wien doughter and - penefit, Zelda sent for the coachman, | contidence i regard (o the theory that

might locate the (nmhml was ‘pulil(' and
SN

“It is nhsolmeb' nupo«.hle for mP to
It was
to me in the strictest confidenc e,

) had pledred my hHonor not o teil
a liying soul;-and ile ‘I foel that, you
are/ entitled to all (WBicht that can be .

give

N

i
. longer.

. And excusing )
- elear away the cloud of guiit Which hung— gne hy 1 _herself»to "Ldgar Strong, |

;a::qﬂam N
At last Zghl.r rson could sm.nd Et, ‘o

'/
“Who know‘-w, she th@d"ht “what. he

‘mAy teirz. Xes, T must speak to Him.”

{ened across the room and waid

g‘tﬂwwm-ﬂ to say a few words to Mr.
‘kert -

The jatter was shrewd enough to divine
lnrnn-.sion, and put suflicient distance
between himself and ‘the. other, so that
they could not ovn‘rhear tho conyersa

tion, i

* Have you told the.chief of. your ﬂlﬂ-'

picious? ™ asked Zelda, e
‘Eckert looked straight into her cyes,

and._saw. . ummm aglow - with

anxiety,
*Not yut,” he answercd.:

_ **And do you expect to ?*
“Yes, of Tourse, in good time.”
“Den’t tell him just yet,” she entreat. |

ed. <
“And why not2” he n.ked in !exgned

surprise,

burning gl'moe toww qd-1:im, through her |-~

| Berefore dedime to heal you.” .

__&___
fecc when she said, with ﬂmt. or pas-~

| which. was burning rather low, and by
its light he saw the girl who hag sueceed,
—ed-inrgaining an

) “uyouplease,“ s:ud the gﬂ “ I want
to see- judge Ransom.” :
«T am Judge Ransom, but I amn very’
busy, and I have no tinie to’ see any one
to-day. WhLm!ght. your. business be ?
Just be as brief as. possible.” -
“Judge, I'must see.you. Thisis a mat-
ter of life and death—of reput.auon, hon-

oems you too, 1 trnst»you wm nge me & .
few minutes of your fime, no mattcr ).nnr_
how preoious it is'” R
There was 80 much eager earueatuesa .
in her voice and manner, such pathos-m
her plea g, that Judge Bansom hesita. -
| ted about mrning her away.. . )
Fearing that he might refuse to
-to her, she renewed her entreatr 4

“Oh, judge, ‘I am the most nnbn)\‘py gu't
alive, and I be¢

sudience-of a few’ mmutm. You alope
Qnthrovllgm on the torrible thuught
ehstuwlingme,andzpnyyquwm
listen, and -advise

Y’mn.aemmyseem
‘trens,” said the judge, ‘“butyou are mis-
mkenuyguﬂnnk such advice as I cam
give you, with the ptesentpresm’ﬁi “upon
my time, would be of any use. Besides.
mwi.goodgiﬁ, you must kmow that my

ea ggnd deal fop a tew

i —and-y
case may be something.that will come
vefore me for a judietal decision. T must

Folose the door ID_M___,-———
sion thatstartied btm: = :
“For Heaven's sake, judge, hear mel"

Thix is somcthing that concerns you a8
well as me, and that's wh cannot con- .
sult Any otber lawyer inTegdrd to it

sn to e nosv, you m‘sy
have cause to regret it all yqur life.”

“Very well, then, oome in,” said Judge
Ransom, who had half a mind to be ane
gry, “but I warn you' to be brief, as fay
time-is precious,” -

Placing a chair gear his desk for his
visitor, Judge RBansom tuyned en tho gas,

an-audiepce-with bim- W
possessed of fare-besuty, The shawl by
‘whiich her features had been pertly hide
den while she stood atthedow was pow

a face of ufusual lovelineu, which was

<rowned with a wealth of Jjet-blaok bair.

“Now, then"mdme) when they -
were seated, “ what painful niission conld
have brought you here to see me abouta -

- Becauss u'mlght dafent the ends of)
Justioe” ahe rﬂvhed I:iot knowing what
clee o say,

Eckert ahnmt laughed aloud st this

matter which you say colcerns me as

well as you? ' . -
“First- of all Judge “she 'begw w1 I )

would like to

tobe mnhie.d without her know!

Town nipon s Jdark 1nr~t«rv I-am
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